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MEMOIR   OP  THE   AUTHOR. 


Mr.  Jamcs  Wodrow,  the  father  of  the  His- 
torian, was  bom  at  Eaglesham  in  the  ndgh- 
bourhood  of  Glasgow,  on  the  2d  of  January 
1637.  He  passed  through  the  regular 
course  of  study  at  the  university  of  Glasgow, 
and  took  his  degree  of  A.  M.  in  1659,  with 
the  high  a{>probation  of  principal  Gillespie, 
and  the  other  members  of  the  senatus.  He 
forthwith  entered  on  the  study  of  divinity 
under  professors  Baillie  and  Young,  and 
was  soon  distinguished  by  his  high  attain- 
ments in  theological  literature.  Although 
ready  for  license  in  the  course  of  a  few  years, 
his  ideas  of  the  sacred  office  were  so  solemn, 
and  the  difficulties  attending  its  right  dis- 
charge appeared  to  him  so  numerous  and  so 
great,  especially  in  those  days  of  persecution, 
that  it  required  the  earnest  expostulations 
of  some  of  the  most  eminent  ministers  of 
the  day  to  Induce  him  to  become  a  candidate 
for  the  holy  ministry.  Among  those  who 
ui^ged  him  to  take  license  in  the  presbyterian 
church,  then  passing  into  the  vale  of  tears, 
was  the  justly  venerated  BIr.  Robert  Blair, 
one  of  the  ministers  of  St.  Andrews,  who 
afler  hearing  one  day  from  Mr.  Wodrow 
the  reason  of  that  self-diffidence  which  kept 
him  back  from  the  public  service  of  the 
church,  thus  addressed  him  in  reply ;  **  Be 
not  discouraged :  your  timidity  will  gradually 
lessen,  asai  although  it  should  not  entirely 
wear  ofi^  yet  it  will  not  marr  you,"  adding  in 
an  easy  fiicetious  manner,  '^  Fse  tell  you  for 
your  encouragement,  I  have  been  now  nearly 
forty  years  in  the  ministry,  and  the  third 
bell  scarce  ever  begins  to  toll  when  I  am  to 
preach,  but  my  heart  plays  dunt,  dunt,  dunt.*' 
A  solemnly  affecting  interview  which  he  had 
with  Mr.  James  Guthrie  of  Stirling,  in  the 
tolbooth  of  Edinbui^h,  on  the  night  before 
his  execution,  appears  to  have  had  a  very 
salutary  effect  op  the  mind  of  Mr.  Wodrow ; 
and  although  the  persecuted  state  of  the 
church,  consequent  on  the  restoration  of  the 


Stuarts,  opposed  additional  obstacles  to 
his  entrance  on  the  public  ministry,  he  was 
most  usefully  employed  in  the  prosecution 
of  his  private  studies,  while  residing  for 
some  considerable  time  at  Car-donald  near 
Fedsley,  as  tutor  to  the  ynui^  lord  Bhmtyre. 
It  was  not  till  the  29th  February,  1673, 
that  he  recdved  license  from  a  class  of  per- 
secuted presbyterian  ministers  in  the  west 
of  Scotland;  whose  high  testimony  to  his 
eminent  attainments  and  character  is  re- 
corded in  the  memoirs  of  his  life,  and  stands 
as  a  very  interesting  memorial  of  the  good 
men  of  those  troublous  times.  He  preached 
with  great  acceptance  and  usefulness  among 
the  pWMCoted  presbyterians  of  the  west ; 
assocfatad  fredy  with  ministers  of  both  the 
well  known  classes  of  indulged  and  not  in- 
dulged; and  met  with  much  opposition 
from  the  common  enemy,  makiiig  many 
very  narrow  escapes  from  his  iron  gra^. 
In  1687,  he  settled  in  (Hasgow,  at  the 
request  of  the  ~ynod  of  the  bounds,  and 
took  charge  of  a  small  class  of  students  in 
divinity  who  were  preparing  for  the  ministry 
among  the  presbyterians  of  Scotland.  In 
May  1688,  he  was  called  to  be  one  of  the 
ministers  of  the  city,  and  this  office  be  held 
with  distinguished  reputation  for  four  years. 
In  1692,  he  was  elected  to  be  professor  of 
divinity  in  the  college ;  and  in  consequence 
of  this,  resigned  his  pastoral  charge.  The 
same  diligence  and  pious  zeal  which  distin- 
gubhed  his  ministrations,  continued  to  char- 
acterize him  as  a  theological  professor.  In 
the  various  departments  of  public  lecturing 
examination  of  students,  hearing  and  cri- 
ticising discourses,  discussing  cases  of  casu- 
istry, daily  conference  with  sladents  on  the 
subject  of  personal  religion,  and  correspon- 
dence with  them  when  absent,  on  the  pro- 
gress of  their  studies; — he  found  enough, 
and  more  than  eviow^\,  to  ecv^a%t&  ^  \vv& 
powers  and  a\\  \\\s  Vuwe.    Yto\xv  Y^^St  to  >Jcv^ 
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period  of  his  death  in  1707,  nearly  700 
students  passed  through  his  hands,  exclu- 
sive of  nearly  200  from  England  and  Ire- 
land. In  order  to  lessen  the  burden  of 
the  laborious  office  of  the  professorship,  the 
college  were  pleased  to  elect  his  son 
Alexander,  a  most  promising  young  man,  to 
be  his  colleague.  While  the  process  for  his 
induction  or  installation  was  going  on,  death 
deprived  the  church  of  the  services  of  one 
who  promised  to  prove  the  worthy  successor 
of  an  eminent  father.  The  professor  con- 
tinued to  cUscharge  the  duties  of  the  chair 
with  growing  reputation,  till  the  25th  Sep- 
tember, 1707,  when  he  died  full  of  hope,  and 
leaving  a  noble  testimony  to  the  fiuth  which 
he  adorned  by  his  life,  and  whose  principles 
he  had  so  ably  iacidcated  by  his  preaching 
and  by  his  professional  labours.* 

Robert  Wodrow,  the  second  son  of  the 
professor,  was  bom  at  Glasgow  in  the  year 
1679.  His  mother's  name  was  Margaret 
Hair,  daughter  of  William  Hair,  proprietor 
of  a  small  estate  in  the  parish  of  Kilbardian, 
who  married  a  daughter  of  James  Stewart, 
commonly  called  tutor  of  Blackball.  Mrs. 
Wodrow  was  a  woman  of  considerable 
strength  of  mind,  great -discretion,  and  emin- 
ent piety.  The  year  of  Mr.  Wodrow's  birth 
is  perhaps  the  most  eventful  in  the  annals 
of  the  history  of  the  Covenanters,  and  the 
vmloice  of  persecution  raged  during  this 
period  with  more  than  ordinary  fierceness. 
At  the  time  of  the  birth  of  ^er  son,  Mrs. 
W.  was  in  the  dlst  year  of  her  age;  and  her 
deadi,  though  it  did  not  happen  for  several 
years  after,  was  then  fully  expected.  Her 
excdlent  husband,  obnoxbus  to  a  tyrannical 
govenunent,  narrowly  escaped  imprisonment 
or  something  worse,  in  attempting  to  obtain 
a  last  interview  with  her.  As  he  passed  the 
town  guard-house  he  was  watched,  and  soon 
followed  by  the  soldiers  into  his  own  house, 
and  even  into  his  wife's  bedchamber  where 
he  was  concealed.  The  officer  on  command 
checked  this  violence ;  sent  the  men  out  of 
the  room,  and  left  the  house  himself;  placing 
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however  sentinels  botli  within  and  v^'ithtrut 
till  the  critical  event  should  be  over.  In 
half  an  hour  after,  Mr.  Wodrow,  at  his  wife's 
suggestion,  assumed  the  bonnet  and  great- 
coat of  the  servant  of  the  physician  then  in 
attendance ;  and  carr}ing  the  lantern  before 
him,  made  an  easy  escape  through  the 
midst  of  the  guard.  They  soon  renewcii 
their  search  with  marks  of  irritation,  thrust- 
ing their  swords  into  the  very  bed  where  the 
lady  lay;  who  pleasantly  desired  them  to 
desist,  **  for  the  bird,"  said  she^  ^  is  now 
flown." 

Our  author  went  through  the  usual  course 
of  academical  education  at  Glasgow,  having 
entered  the  university  in  1691 ;  and  studied 
the  languages  and  different  branches  of 
philosophy,  according  to  the  method  then 
generally  adopted  in  the  colleges  of  Scot- 
land. One  master  or  regent  was  in  the 
habit  of  carr}ing  his  pupils  through  the 
whole  of  the  university  curriculum;  a 
custom  long  ago  changed  for  the  more  ra- 
tional and  useful  plan  of  assigning  to  each 
professor  his  own  appropriate  field.  In  this 
way,  each  science  obtains  its  own  suitable 
kind  and  measure  of  talent  and  learning ; 
while  the  student  in  the  course  of  his  studies 
enjoys  the  benefit  of  profiting  by  the  diversi- 
fied labours  of  different  minds.  Condensa- 
tion of  energies  on  the  part  of  the  teacher, 
thus  secures,  or  may  be  reasonably  expected 
to  secure,  a  higher  measure  of  literary  quali- 
fication ;  while  the  pupils  may  be  expected 
to  profit  by  the  concentration  of  talent  thus 
wisely  diversified. 

While  a  student  of  theology  under  his 
father,  Mr.  Wodrow  was  chosen  librarian  to 
the  college,  an  office  which  he  held  for  four 
years.  He  had  very  soon  displayed  a  pecu- 
liar talent  for  historical  and  bibliographical 
inquiry;  and  thb  recommended  him  as  a 
person  admirably  qualified  for  the  situation. 
He  accepted  of  it  not  from  considerations 
connected  with  its  pecuniary  emoluments, 
then  exceedingly  slender;  but  because  it 
gave  him  a  fieivourable  opportunity  of  access 
to  books  and  other  facilities  for  his  favourite 
studies.  It  was  immediately  on  his  nomina- 
tion to  this  office,  he  entered  with  ardour 
on  those  researches  which  in  the  course  of 
his  Wfe  Vie  ^toaecuLle^  to  %mjc^  «ai  eKtccit, 
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into  every  thing  connected  with  the  eccles- 
iastical and  literary  history  of  his  country. 
ilere  also  he  imbibed  that  taste  for  the 
study  of  mcdalsy  ancient  coins,  inscriptions, 
and  whatever  tended  to  throw  light  on 
Roman,  Celtic,  and  British  antiquities.  Ilis 
collections  of  this  kind  were  very  extensive 
and  valuable ;  and  it  is  matter  of  deep  regret, 
that  in  his  case  as  in  that  of  others,  the 
results  of  uncommon  research  and  anti- 
quarian skill,  should  not  have  been  preserved 
entire  for  the  benefit  of  posterity. 

The  study  of  natural  history,  then  scarcely 
known  in  Scotland,  seems  to  have  attracted 
him  with  no  ordinary  interest;  and  before 
he  had  arrived  at  the  years  of  majority,  he 
had  opened  a  correspondence  with  a  number 
of  cdel^ratgd  men  in  this  and  the  kindred 
departments*  Among  his  correspondents 
we  ilnd  the  names  of  bishop  Nicolson,  the 
distinguished  author  of  the  **  Historical 
Libraries;"  Mr,  Edward  Lhuyd,  keeper  of 
the  Ashmolean  closet  at  Oxford ;  Sir  Robert 
Sibbald,  so  well  known  as  a  naturalist  and 
antiquarian  of  the  first  order;  lord  Pitmedan ; 
Messrs.  James  Sutherland,  professor  of  Bo- 
tany at  Edinbuigh;  Lauchlan  Campbell 
minister  of  Campbeltown,  and  many  others. 
With  these  gentlemen  he  was  in  habits  of 
intimacy,  and  they  exchanged  with  each 
other  their  curiosities  in  natural  history  and 
geology.  In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Lhuyd,  dated 
August  1709,  Mr.  Wodrow  tells  him  that 
his  manse  was  but  at  a  little  distance  fi'om 
a  place  where  they  had  been  lithoscopiqg 
tog<sther  during  a  visit  of  Mr.  Lhuyd  to 
Scotland.  **  My  parochial  charge  "  he  con- 
tinues **  does  not  allow  me  the  same  time  I 
had  then  for  those  subterranean  studies, 
but  my  inclination  is  equally  strong,  perhaps 
stronger.  I  take  it  to  be  one  of  the  best 
diversions  from  serious  study,  and  in  itself 
a  great  duty  to  admire  my  Maker's  works. 
I  have  gotten  some  fossils  here  from  our 
marie,  limestone,  &c.  and  heartily  wish  I 
had  the  knowing  Mr.  Lhuyd  here  to  pick 
mit  what  he  wants,  and  help  me  to  class  a 
great  many  spedes  which  I  know  not  what 
to  moke  of."  He  informs  him  in  the  end 
of  the  letter,  that  he  had  5  or  600  species 
of  one  thing  or  another  relative  to  natural 
history.     Uis  collections  were  at  his  death 


divided  among  his  friends,  or  found  their 
way  into  the  cabinets  of  private  collector's 
or  of  public  institutions. 

The  physical  and  historical  pursuits  of 
Mr.  W.  were  all  subordinate  to  his  great 
business,  the  study  of  theology  and  the 
practical  applicaUon  of  its  principles  in  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  pastoral  office. 
To  these  he  showed  an  early  and  a  decided 
partiality,  and  he  desired  to  consecrate  all 
his  talents,  and  all  his  varied  pursuits,  to 
the  glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  his  church. 
From  a  pretty  extensive  examination  of  his 
correspondence,  it  appears  that  his  pursuits 
in  natural  science  engaged  his  leisure  hours, 
only  during  the  earlier  part  of  his  life,  and  that 
oflcr  he  had  framed  the  design  of  writing 
the  history  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  c^ery 
thing  seems  to  have  been  relinquished  for 
the  sake  of  an  undivided  attention  to  that 
great  subject 

"Mr,  Wodrow  when  he  lefl  the  library  of 
Glasgow,  and  on  finishing  his  theological 
career,  resided  for  some  time  in  the  house  of 
a  distant  relation  of  the  fiunily,  Sir  John 
Maxwell,  of  Nether  Pollock,  then  one  of  the 
senators  of  the  college  of  justice,  a  man  of 
great  vigour  of  mind,  and  exalted  piety. 
While  resident  in  his  house,  he  offered  him- 
self for  trials  to  the  presbytery  of  Paisley,  and 
was  by  them  licensed  to  preach  the  gospel 
in  March  1703.  In  the  summer  following, 
the  parish  of  Eastwood,  where  lord  Pollock 
lived,  became  vacant  by  the  death  of  Mr. 
Matthew  Grawfurd,  the  pious  and  laborious 
author  of  a  histoiy  of  the  church  of  Scotland, 
yet  in  MS.  Mr.  Wodrow  was  elected  by 
the  heritors  and  elders,  with  consent  of  the 
congregation,  to  supply  the  charge;  and  he 
was  ordained  minister  of  that  parish  on  tlie 
28th  October,  1703.  While  he  did  not 
feel  himself  called  on  to  relinquish  lus 
favourite  studies  in  history,  and  antiquities, 
he  nevertheless  devoted  the  strength  of  his 
mind,  and  of  his  time,  to  the  more  imme- 
diate duties  of  the  pastoral  office.  The 
parish  of  Eastwood  was  at  that  time  one  of 
the  smallest  in  the  west  of  Scotland ;  and  it 
was,  on  tlus  account  more  agreeable  to  Mr. 
Wodrow,  inasmuch  as  it  afforded  him  more 
time  to  prosecute  his  favourite  studies,  in 
perfect  consislcftcy  n»\Oi  \x  dsi^i  tfc^\\^V\% 
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official  vocation.  It  was  for  this  very  good 
reason  that  he  never  would  consent  to  be 
removed  from  the  retirement  and  lebiire  of 
a  small  countiy  parish,  to  the  more  con- 
Bpicuousy  but  at  the  same  time  more  labor- 
ious and  difficult  situation,  of  a  clergyman 
in  one  of  our  lai^er  cities.  Glasgow  in  1712, 
and  Stirling,  first  in  1717,  and  again  in  1726, 
did  each  solicit  and  with  earnestness,  the 
benefits  of  the  pastoral  services  of  this  ex- 
cellent individual ;  but  afler  serious  dclibera^ 
tion,  accompanied  with  earnest  prayer  for 
divine  direction,  he  saw  it  to  be  bis  duty  to 
decline  all  these  solicitations.  In  a  letter, 
from  the  gallant  and  worthy  Colonel  Black- 
adder,  the  deputy  governor  of  Stirling  castle, 
there  occurs  towards  the  end,  the  following 
passage:  **  There  is  no  place  you  will  be  more 
welcome  to  than  the  castle  of  Stirling, 
and  you  may  come  freely  now,  without  being 
suspected  to  be  retu  ambihu ;  for  you  will 
have  heard  that  Mr.  Hamilton  is  trans- 
ported and  to  be  settled  here  on  the  8d 
of  Fd)ruary  next.  My  wife  joins  with  me 
in  our  kmd  respects  to  you  and  spouse. 
She  regrets  your  obstinate  temper  (as  she 
calls  it)  that  you  resolve  to  live  and  die  at 
Eastwood ;  but  we  see  that  every  minister 
is  not  of  that  stiff  temper."  He  also  felt 
attached  to  Glasgow  as  the  field  of  his 
father's  life  and  labours;  and  the  scene  of  his 
earliest  and  dearest  associations.  The  advan- 
tages which  its  university  library  gave  bun, 
also  influenced  him  in  his  wish  to  remun 
where  he  was ;  and  he  eiyoyed  the  singularly 
strong  affection  of  a  loving  and  beloved 
people. 

While  he  was  assiduous  and  constant  in 
all  the  duties  of  the  pastoral  office,  preaching 
the  gospel  publicly,  and  from  house  to 
house,  and  going  in  and  out  before  his 
people,  in  all  the  affectionate  intercourse  of 
Christian  and  ministerial  service;  his  cha- 
racter as  a  preacher  rose  remarkably  high 
in  the  west  of  Scotland.  Good  sense ;  dis- 
tinct conception  and  arrangement  of  his 
thovfghts ;  Bcripturality  of  statement  and  of 
language;  solemn  and  impressive  address; 
these  constituted  the  charms  of  his  public 
character  as  a  preacher.  He  composed  his 
senqons  with  great  care ;  and  the  frequent 
AMbit  of  rqgulat  composition  gave  him,  in 


this,  a  remarkable  facility.  Besides  his 
regular  labours  on  Sabbath,  he  firetiuently 
preached  week  day  sermons  and  lectii.vs, 
and  even  these  were  the  result  of  accurate 
and  well  arrangetl  study.  His  countenance 
and  appearance  in  the  pulpit  were  maniy 
and  dignified;  his  voice  clear  and  com* 
manding;  his  manner  serious  and  ani- 
mated; and  the  whole  impression  on  tiic 
minds  of  bis  hearers,  was  heigiitened  and 
sweetened  by  the  complete  consciousness  of 
his  perfect  sincerity,  in  all  he  spoke  and  in 
all  he  did  for  their  benefit.  He  became  one 
of  the  most  popular  preachers  of  his  day ; 
and  the  crowds  which  resorted  on  sacramen- 
tal occasions  to  Eastwood,  proved  the  eager- 
ness with  which  these  seasons  were  hailed 
and  enjoyed  as  a  kind  of  spiritual  jubilee. 
To  quote  the  words  of  the  autlior  of  his  life 
inserted  in  the  Encyclopedia  Britannica: 
**  Humble  and  unambitious  of  public  notice, 
he  was  well  entitled  to  distinguished  reputar 
tion  by  hb  conscientious  and  exemplary 
piety ;  his  learning,  not  only  in  profehsional, 
but  in  other  branches  of  knowledge;  his 
natural  good  sense  and  solid  judgment ;  liis 
benevolent  obliging  spirit  to  all ;  his  warm 
attachment  to  his  friends,  who  formed  a 
wide  circle  around  him ;  and  es|)ccialiy  his 
deep  concern  for  the  best  interests  of  his 
people,  and  active  exertions  for  their  in- 
struction and  improvement." 

The  sentiments  of  cotemporaries  regard- 
ing him,  may  be  safely  appealed  to  as  valid 
evidences  in  his  favour.  The  repeated 
invitations  which  he  received  fh>m  lai^  and 
respectable  congregations  to  become  their 
pastor,  afford  very  dear  proofs  of  his  ex- 
tended reputation,  and  the  letters  of  hu 
correspondents  both  in  this  country  and  in 
other  countries,  speak  the  same  language  of 
affectionate  veneration.  As  a  small  s[)cci- 
men,  I  shall  quote  the  following  passage 
from  the  letter  of  a  pious  and  excellent 
young  mimster  then  newly  settled  in  a 
small  countiy  parish  in  the  south  of  Scot- 
land, the  reverend  Mr.  Thomas  Pollock, 
minister  of  Ednam.  It  bears  date,  Mav 
23d,  1726.  **  You,  with  others  of  my  very 
reverend  fathers,  were  encouraging  to  nic, 
in  setting  forward  to  the  work  and  office  of 
the  ministry,  and  therefore,  I  ho{>e,  will 


MEMOIR  OF  THE  AUTHOR. 


be  concerned  for  me,  that  I  may  be  both 
diligent  and  mcceasfiil  in  it  'Tb  required  j 
of  a  aervant  that  he  be  iband  faithfbl  and 
dil%enty  and  if  my  heart  decehrea  me  not, 
I  wonid  be  at  approving  myid^  to  my 
great  Lonl  and  Master,  k^  a  patient  con- 
tiniiance  in  well  dcnng:  for  '  blened  ihaU 
that  serrant  be,  whom,  when  his  Lord 
comedi,  ha  shall  find  so  doing.  Their 
labour  shall  not  be  in  nan  in  the  Lord.' 
Sir,  it  is  now  a  eonsiderable  whiles  since 
you,  by  a  kind  Providence,  entered  upon 
that  great  work,  which  (Messed  be  God) 
yoo  are  oontinned  in,  and  take  pleasure  in, 
and  have  been  soocessftd  in;  and  long  may 
3roo  Mve  to  be  usefid  and  successful,  in 
making  ready  a  people  for  the  Lord,  and 
espousing  them  to  Jesos  Christ:  and  I 
hope^  that  when  the  Lord  comes  to  count 
the  people,  you  shall  have  many  to  be  your 
'  crown  of  ngoidng  in  the  day  of  the  Lord.' 
The  lively  acfnons,  the  close  and  earnest 
calls,  the  pressing  invitatioDs,  which  you 
have  been  helped  to  deliver  in  the  parish 
of  Eastwood,  in  and  about  sacramental 
oooasiona,  is  what  some  remember  and 
look  back  upon  with  pleasure.  I  need  not 
tell  yon,  that  you  have  been  remarkably 
assisted  at  these  rimes;  end  no  doubt,  you 
have  given  the  gloiy  of  it  to  him  that 
makes  his  grace  suffident  for  us." 

As  became  a  conscientious  and  enlight- 
ened elei^gyman  of  the  church  of  Scotland, 
he  was  most  punctual  in  his  attendance  on 
her  various  courts  of  presbytesy,  synod, 
and  general  asaembly.  Of  the  assembly, 
he  was  very  finequently  chosen  a  member ; 
and  on  ocoasioas  of  public  interest,  such 
as  the  union  of  the  kingdoms  in  1707,  he 
was  nominated  as  one  of  a  committee  of 
presbytery  to  consult  and  act  with  the 
brethren  of  the  commission  in  Edinbui^, 
in  order  to  avert  the  evils  which  that 
measure  was  supposed  to  portend  to  the 
church  and  people  of  Scotland.  On  oc- 
casions of  this  kind,  he  took  a  lively  interest 
in  the  proceedings;  kept  regukr  notes  of 
them;  corresponded  with  friends  of  in- 
fluence in  London  and  elsewhere ;  and  has 
preserved  in  his  manuscript  records,  most 
aathentic  and  interesting  details  of  the  whole 
procedure  of  the  courts.  His  desire  to  search  J 


the  records  in  the  public  offices,  and  the  MSS. 
and  andcnt  documents  in  the  Advocates' 
library,  rendered  his  visits  to  Edinbuigh, 
necessarily  frequent,  and  this  naturally  • 
pointed  him  out  as  a  very  proper  person  to 
aid  in  conducting  the  public  concerns  of 
the  dnirch.  On  occasion  of  the  accession 
of  George  L  he  was  the  principal  corre- 
spondent and  adviser  of  the  five  clergy- 
men, who  were  deputed  by  the  assembly  to 
go  to  London,  for  the  purpose  of  pleading 
the  rights  of  the  church,  and  particulariy 
for  petitioning  the  immediate  abolition  of  the 
law  of  patronage,  which  had  been  revived 
two  years  before,  by  the  influence  of  an 
ultra  tory  ministiy,  uded  by  a  large  Jacobite 
party  in  the  country,  hostile  to  the  interests 
of  the  Hanoverian  succession.  The  third 
volume  of  his  MS.  letters  contains  several 
long  and  able  statements  and  reasonings  on 
this  and  collateral  topics;  and  these  throw 
no  small  light  on  the  views  of  both  parties  nt 
the  time  regarding  thb  momentons  question. 
No  man  could  be  more  decided  than  he 
was  on  the  "unreasonableness  and  un- 
scripturality"  of  the  law  of  patronage;  and 
he  contended  for  its  abolition,  and  for  the 
revival  of  the  act  1690,  as  essential  to  the 
ftithful  maintenance  of  the  tenns  of  the 
union,  and  as  necessary  to  the  preservation 
and  usefulness  of  our  ecclesiastical  establish- 
ment. A  num  of  peace,  as  Mr.  W.  beyond  all 
question  was,  would  never  have  argued  and 
struggled  in  diis  way,  had  he  known,  and 
know  it  he  must,  if  true,  that  the  mode  of 
settling  ministers  by  the  act  1690,  was  pro- 
ductive, as  its  enemies  affirmed,  of  *'  endless 
tumults  and  contentions." 

It  is  the  part  of  candour  at  the  same 
time  to  notice,  that  when,  contrary  to  his 
solemn  and  matured  judgment,  the  law  of 
patronage  was  revived,  and  a  decided  dis- 
inclination to  abrogate  it,  manifested  by  the 
h^est  legal  tribunal  in  the  kingdom,  he  did 
not  think  it  either  right  or  expedient,  to  resist 
the  execution  of  the  law,  by  popular  force 
or  by  ecclesiastical  insubordination.  He 
yielded  to  the  storm  which  he  could  not 
avert,  and  on  one  or  two  occasions,  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  countenance  the 
settlement  of  an  unpo;rolar  ^vtcox^ctc.  Kx. 
the  same  time,  he  ticvct  W^aXb^c^l  v^  ^^ 
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dare  hia  sentiments  on  the  matter,  and  he 
did  not  despair  of  the  retnm  both  of  tlie 
oountry  and  of  the  church,  to  sounder  ooq- 
stitiitional  principles. 

Hie  same  enlightened  zeal  for  the  public 
interests  of  his  church  and  country,  whkh 
led  him  to  take  such  a  deep  interest  in  the 
question  of  patronage,  influenced  him  in 
his  sentiments  and  measures  regarding  the 
political  state  and  goTemment  of  Great 
'Britain.  Tenderiy  alt?e  to  the  liberties  of 
the  people;  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
genius  of  that  execrable  systemr  of  church 
and  state  policy,  which,  during  the  reign  of 
the  Stuarts,  had  deluged  his  native  land 
with  the  blood  of  her  noblest  citizens; 
and  alarmed  at  the  ascendancy  of  tory  and 
Jaoobitish  principles  during  tiie  latter  part 
of  Queen  Anne's  reign,  he,  in  common 
with  the  great  body  of  sealous  Scottish 
presbyterians,  resisted  the  imposition  of 
what  was  termed  the  abjttraiion  oath^  whose 
terms  and  language*  seemed  to  them  hostile 
to  the  elector  of  Hanover's  newly  acquired 
right  to  the  crown,  conferred  on  him  by  the 
parliament  and  people;  and  at  variance 
with  thdr  avowed  sentiments  on  the  subject 
of  ecclesiastical  polity.  They  steadily  re- 
vised to  take  this  oath,  and  thus  exposed 
themselves  to  considerable  peril  and  di£BL- 
culty.  But  Mr.  Wodrow  was  of  too  catholic 
and  liberal  a  nund,  to  take  offence  at  those 
whose  consdenoes  allowed  them  to  comply 
with  the  order;  and  he  exerted  all  his  in- 
fluence in  attempting  to  reconcile  the  people 
at  large  to  such  of  the  dergy  as  had  gone 
into  a  measure  thus  peculiarly  unpopular. 
With  the  firmness  of  the  recusant  deigy, 
the  fori)earance  of  the  public  officers  admir- 
ably hannonixed.  The  obnoxious  oath,  was, 
afVer  an  ineflfectual  struggle,  not  keenly 
pressed  on  scrupulous  minds.  The  penalties 
for  noncompliance  were  remitted;  and  the 
Scottish  administration  seemed  to  rest  satis- 
fied with  the  assurance  that  the  loyalty  of 
the  recusants  was  beyond  all  question. 
Twenty-five  years  had  effected  a  wonderful 
change  in  public  feeling ;  and  Ingoted  in- 
tolerance, it  was  now  at  length  discovered, 
was  not  the  most  likdy  way  of  securing 
the  attachment  of  the  sulgccts,  and  the 
stability  td'the  tbroae. 


The  rebellion  in  1715,  was  to  Mr. 
Wodrow  a  subject  of  deep  and  painfiil 
interest.  In  coounon  with  all  tniehearted 
Scottish  presbyterians,  he  stood  forward  as 
one  of  the  wannest  defenders  of  the  Hano- 
verian interest;  and  the  deep  anuety  of 
his  mind  at  this  critical  era,  may  be  fiuriy 
inferred  fixnn  the  voluminous  collection  of 
letters  to  him,  by  correspondents  in  all 
parts  of  the  country,  which  remain  among 
his  MSS.  There  are  at  least  four  quarto 
volumes  of  these;  and  the  minute  and 
curious  details  which  many  of  them  contain, 
throw  no  small  light  on  what  may  be  termed 
the  internal  history  of  that  momentous 
struggle. 

To  a  man  thus  admirably  qualified  by 
principle,  by  extensive  information,  by  a 
habit  of  persevering  and  accurate  research, 
and  by  a  native  candour  of  soul,  which  bade 
defiance  to  all  the  arts  of  diicanery,  no 
literary  undertaking  could  be  more  appro- 
priate, than  that  of  the  ^  History  of  the 
Sufferings  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,"  during 
the  days  of  prdatical  persecution.  To  the 
undertaking  of  thb  work,  he  seems  to  have 
been  led  at  a  pretty  eariy  period  of  his  life ; 
and  fitnn  the  year  1707,  down  to  the  time 
of  its  publication,  all  his  leisure  hours  seem 
to  have  been  devoted  to  it.  His  fiiends 
encouraged  the  laborious  undertaking,  con- 
vinced of  the  incalculable  value  of  such  a 
work,  if  properiy  executed,  both  as  a  record 
of  die  suflerings  and  of  the  worth  of  many 
excellent  men,  and  as  filling  up  an  im- 
portant niche  in  the  ecdesiastica]  and  po- 
litical annals  of  the  oountry.  There  had 
been  published,  it  is  true,  various  authentic 
detuls  of  the  leading  events  of  the  cove- 
nanting period,  and  bkigraphical  sketches 
of  the  principal  characters  who  figured  in 
it.  But  there  was  still  wanting  a  com- 
prehensive digest  of  the  whole  into  chron- 
ological order;  together,  with  what  might 
be  held  up  to  foture  ages,  as  a  fiiir  and 
impartial  exhibition  of  events,  which  could 
not  fiul  to  interest  the  feelings  of  the  im- 
mediate actors  in  them.  Mr.  Wodrow 
lived  at  a  time  suffidontiy  distant  from 
the  persecuting  era,  to  allow  of  his  forming 
an  unbiassed  opinion  of  its  scenes,  under 
the  modeTBtVng  influence  of  more  liberal 
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tiinesy  and  s  more  tolanint  adiainistrmtion. 
He  had  acoen  to  the  beat  aourcea  of  in* 
formaCiony  and  hia  ardent  but  temperate 
aeal  in  the  great  cause  for  whkh  his  fore- 
fathers sufiered,  presented  an  edifying  con- 
trast to  that  cold,  and  superciiiouBy  and 
infidel  temper,  which  has  led  some  other 
historians  to  look  upon  the  whole  scene 
either  with  absolute  conteropt,  or  with  the 
(rigidity  of  a  cold-blooded  Stcnosm.  The 
design  of  the  histoiy,  was,  not  so  much  to 
give  a  regular,  connected  narrative  of  the 
events  of  the  period,  aa  to  exhibit  a  distinct 
sketch  of  the  characters,  both  of  the  prin- 
cipal sufoers  and  their  persecutors;  the 
springs  of  the  persecution,  in  the  unjustifi- 
aUe  plans  and  measures  of  an  arbitrary 
govemnient ;  with  the  motives  of  its  chief 
advisers  and  executors.  ''  The  unfortu- 
nate, but  innocent  sufferers,  our  author 
viewed  in  the  light,  not  of  a  set  of  wild 
fiEmatics,  as  they  were  called  by  thdr 
coteanporaries,  and  frequently  too  by  later 
historians.  BSany  of  them  were  most  re- 
spectable for  their  rank  in  society,  as  well  as 
for  their  talents  and  virtues ;  but  even  those 
in  the  lower  ranks,  our  author  thought 
worthy  of  some  public  notice,  as  confessors 
and  maxtyn  in  the  noble  cause  which  they 
had  espoused,  the  supporting  of  the  rights  of 
conscienee^  and  of  na^Mial  liberty." 

Among  the  frieoda  to  whom  Mr.  Wodrow 
was  indebted  for  encouragement  and  aid 
in  the  preparation  of  his  grand  work,  we 
may  particularly  notice  his  veneraUe  patron 
loid  Pollock,  who  had  himself  sufibed  in 
the  coremmting  interest,  and  who  nobly 
exemplified  in  his  character,  the  holy  prin- 
ciples of  the  religion  be  professed;  lord 
Poltoun,  one  of  the  senators  of  the  college 
of  justice,  and  die  representative  both  of 
the  Ihirkam  and  Cakknoood  ^smilies ;  lieu- 
tenant odonel  Erskine  of  Camock;*lord 
Orange ;  Mr.  James  Anderson,  the  celebrat- 
ed author  of  Numumata^  and  other  well 
known  works  in  history  and  antiquities ;  and 
particukuiy  Mr.  George  Redpath,  esteemed 
at  the  time,  as  the  mithor  of  several 
very  able  tracts  on  the  union,  and  who 
is  entitled  to  more  notice  than  he  has 
obtained,  as  a  severe  sufibrer  in  the  cause 
of  indepeodenre  and  Scottish  naffonalitv* ' 


This  person  seems  to  have  been  an  ind^ 
fotigable  collector  of  old  records,  and  he  is 
said  to  have  possessed  one  of  the  largest 
collections  of  the  kind,  of  any  private 
individual  in  Britmn.  To  this  firiend,  Mr, 
Wodrow  submitted  his  proposal,  and  a 
specimen  of  the  history,  in  autumn  1717. 
Mr.  Redpath  embarlced  with  all  his  soul  in 
the  undertaking,  and  in  the  following  letter, 
gave  Mr.  W.  every  encouragement  to  pro- 
ceed, while  he  snggests  some  hints  that  wdl 
deserve  the  attention  of  every  inquirer  into 
ecclesiastical  antiquities,  and  the  value  of 
which,  was  no  doubt  duly  estimated  by  his 
amiable  and  candid  friend. 

**  London,  August  Sd,  1717. 
**  Reverend  and  worthy  Sir, 

**  I  have  perused  your  manuscript,  sent  by 
Colonel  Erskine,  with  very  great  satisfiM- 
tion,  and  am  heartily  glad  that  a  person  of 
your  ability  and  industry,  has  undertaken 
that  necessary  part  of  our  history,  which  has 
been  so  long  wanted,  and  nothing  yet  done 
in  it  that  can  be  thought  complete  or  suffi- 
ciently vouched.  Aa  I  am  very  ready  to 
give  you  what  assistance  is  in  my  power,  I 
presume  that  you  will  not  take  it  amiss, 
if  I  give  my  advice  freely,  as  I  should  be 
willing  in  the  like  rase  that  another  should 
use  freedom  with  me. 

**  I  need  not  inform  you,  that  the  style  of 
our  countiy  is  not  what  is  acceptaiUe  here; 
nor  indeed  gratefiil  to  those  of  rank  at  home; 
which  is  not  our  crime  but  our  misfortune, 
since  our  present  language  is  derived  from 
our  neighbours  in  England,  who  alter  theirs 
every  day ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that 
our  countrymen,  who  live  at  home,  should 
be  sufficiently  versed  in  it.  Therefore, 
though  I  am  of  opinion  that  our  own  way  of 
expression  is  more  emphatical,  yet  as  it  is 
the  interest  of  our  church  and  country,  that 
the  history  should  be  writ  in  a  style,  which  ; 
will  give  it  a  greater  currency  here,  and  may 
be  equally  well  understood  at  home,  I  shall 
be  very  ready  to  contribute  my  endeavonrs 
for  that  end;  and  though  I  never  studied 
what  th^  call  a  polite  style,  yet  I  doubt 
not  to  make  it  intelligible,  for  a  plain  and 
natural  way  of  writing  is  what  is  fittest  for 
a  historian :  what  \s  wAVed  ^owc»  «cA  wci- 
bcllishments  must  bc\<:^  tot\io^A!&\  '^Vv?^ 
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huinoiir  |>rcviuls  so  much  here,  that  the  lan- 
gtu^  has  become  too  periphrastical,  and  has 
already  lost  a  great  deal  of  what  was  isas- 
cnline. 

**  As  to  the  matter  J  my  opinion  is  thus ;  — 
chat  it  is  like  to  swell  too  much  upon  our 
hands,  because  the  subject  is  copious.  As 
this  will  make  the  history  too  bulky  and 
chargeable,  it  must  be  avoided  as  much  as 
possible.  To  this  end  I  would  humbly 
propose* — 

'^  First,  That  what  is  merely  circumstantial, 
might  be  left  out,  except  where  it  b  neces-  j 
sary,  for  illustrating  the  matter,  or  aggravating 
the  crimes  of  our  enemies. 

*'  Secondly,  That  the  names  of  meaner  per- 
sons may  be  omitted  in  the  course  of  the 
history,  except  where  the  case  is  very  flag- 
rant, cr  of  special  note ;  and  yet  that  none 
of  our  sufferers  may  want  having  justice 
done  them,  I  think  it  would  be  a  good 
expedient  either  at  the  end  of  the  work,  or 
of  some  remarkable  period  when  sufferers 
abounde<l  most,  to  draw  up  their  names  and 
abodes  in  one  column,  and  the  causes  and 
time  of  their  sufierings  in  another,  so  that 
the  same  may  be  seen  at  one  view  in  due 
chronological  order. 

"  Thirdly,  That  acts  of  parliament  being ! 
matters  of  record,  and  already  in  print,  a 
short  abridgment  of  those  acts  so  &r  as  | 
they  relate  to  the  case  in  hand,  may  be  insert- 
ed in  the  body  of  the  history ;  aud  not  at 
large  in  the  appendix,  imless  such  acts  be  not 
already  in  print. 

*'  Fourthly,  That  the  same  method  be 
taken  as  to  proclamations,  except  such  as  are 
extraordinary;  and  the  same  as  to  acts  of 
council. 

*^  Fifthly,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  though 
many  of  the  speeches  of  our  martyrs  be 
printed  in  Naphtali,  &c.  the  most  remarkable 
of  them  should  be  inserted  in  the  appendix ; 
because  those  books  may  come  to  wear  out  of 
print,  and  it  is  a  pity  that  any  of  those  noble  ' 
speeches  should  be  lost.    But  for  others ' 
Uiat  arc  less  material,  I  conceive  it  will  be  ' 
enough  to  give  a  short  hint  of  them  in  the  i 
catal<^iio  of  the  sufferers,  or  in  the  course 
of  the  history,  viz.  that    such  and  such ' 
persons  gave  their  testimony  so  and  so,  when 
lAc  su^fect  ofthdr  teMtimonies  figrcc». 


"  Sixthly,  Tliat  where  matters  of  fiict  are 
not  well  attested  they  should  be  entirely 
left  out,  or  but  slightly  touched  as  common 
reports,  and  not  even  noticed  but  where  the 
case  is  extraordinary. 

"  Se\'enthly,  I  think  it  necesfeary  that  the 
state  or  cause  of  the  sufferings,  in  every 
period  should  be  distinctly,  though  briefly 
set  down.  I  need  not  hint,  that  there  ve 
very  great  helps  to  be  had  in  the  Apo/ogeika^ 
ReUUum,  Naphtali^  The  True  Noncamfitrmitt^ 
supposed  to  be  the  late  Sir  James  Stewart's^ 
Jut  Populi^  The  Hmd  LH  Loote,  and 
other  accounts  of  those  named  Cameromans; 
though  the  Utter  should  be  touched  with 
great  caution,  as  I  find  you  have  done  the 
unhappy  controversy  about  the  indulgence, 
wherein  I  applaud  your  moderation  and 
judgment. 

**  These  things  I  conceive  will  be  neces- 
sary, both  for  the  information  of  posterity 
and  our  neighbours  in  England,  who  are 
very  great  strangers  to  the  state  and  causes 
of  our  sufferings. 

**  Eighthly,  I  judge  it  hi^y  necessaiy 
that  a  brief  account,  of  what  has  been  done 
against  religion  and  liberty,  in  this  country, 
and  likewise  in  Ireland,  should  be  intermix- 
ed in  their  proper  periods  with  our  sufiei^ 
ings :  for  that  will  not  only  make  the  book 
more  acceptable  to  the  dissenters  and  the 
state  whigs,  here  andin  Ireland,  but  give  more 
credit  to  the  history,  when  the  reader  sees 
that  the  designs  of  popery  were  uniformly 
carried  on  in  all  the  three  nations,  thoug)i 
with  variety  of  circumstances.  To  that 
same  end  some  brief  hints  of  the  persecutioa 
in  France,  and  elsewhere,  and  particulariy 
of  the  war  of  our  court,  and  Louis  XIV 
against  Holland,  will  be  necessary. 

**  I  have  made  some  progress  in  forming  a 
part  of  your  manuscript  according  to  this 
model,  towards  which  I  have  the  assistance 
of  manuscripts,  writ  by  the  late  reverend 
Mr.  David  Hume,  from  1658  till  after  Both- 
well  bridge  (1G79):  if  you  don*t  know  his 
character,  'tis  proper  to  inform  you  that  he 
was  minister  at  Coldingham  in  the  Mersey 
a  person  of  known  zeal,  piety,  courage,  and 
ability.  His  manuscripts  arc  by  way  of 
Journal,  and  contain  many  remarkable 
things ;  but  as  that  way  of  writing  obJigo- 
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a  man  to  take  in  many  ciimnit  reports, 
which  are  not  tniBciendy  recorded,  I  hare 
pot  a  tpicfy  in  the  mai^^,  nponr  such  things 
as  I  doubt,  that  joa  may  either  continue  or 
cancel  them  as  you  shall  think  fit,  upon  fiir- 
ther  hiqniry.  He  was  Mmself  at  Bothwell 
bridge,  and  is  Teiy  particular  in  his  account 
of  that  fiital  aflkir,  and  of  the  reasons  of  its 
miscarriage.  I  shdl  transmit  the  spedmen 
of  what  I  hafte  done  to  you*  widi  the  first 
opportnmty,  and  submit  ta  what  alterations 
or  amendments  you  and  others  of  your 
brethren  shall  think  fit  to  make. 

"  There  are  some  of  the  records  *  of  our 
cooncil  here,  with  letten  to  and  irom  our 
princes,  which  perliaps  may  not  be  found 
widi  you.  I  doubt  not  of  an  opportunity  to 
consult  them  at  our  secretary's  office,  and 
therefore  should  be  glnd  to  know  what  you 
want  npon  that  head."  (Here  follow  some 
suggestions  as  to  the  style  of  printing,  &c. 
iriiich  are  omitted  as  of  seoondnry  moment.) 

"  Mr.  Crawford  wrote  to  me  some  years 
ago,  about  helping  him  ia  the  style  of  his 
fiitfaer^s  Bunmaeripts.  I  agreed  to  it,  but 
never  had  asiy  return :  therefore  should  be 
glad  to  imow  what  is  become  of  those  man- 
nscripta,-  and  wliedier'  you  hare  the  use  of 
them.  Mr,  Semple  of  Libberton  was  like- 
wise about  ahistoiy,  and  had  encouragement 
finom  tiie  TVaasnry  here  to  go  on  with  it,  but 
I  have  heard  nothing  of  that  matter  since, 
and  slioald  be  glad  to  know  whether  he  goes 
on.  You  are  best  slile  to  judge  whether 
otfier  of  these  interfere  with  your  des%n, 
and  I  doubt  not  tliat  you  will  take  your 
■Maaurea  aceordrngty." 

In  another  letter  of  die  10th  of  the  same 
month,  he  expresses  his  sentiments  farther 
in  the  following  terms ;  "  I  wish  you  liad 
eommeaced  froni  the  reformation,  for  that 
neeeaaary  part  of  our  history  has  never  been 
wdl  done.  Buchanan,  Knox,  and  Osldei^ 
woody  are  very  brief  and  lame  on  that 
subject.  Petry  gives  some  good  hints,  but 
still  imperfect.  I  have  many  original  papers 
that  set  it  in  a  clearer  l^t;  such  as  letters 
ftom  queen  Maryand  her  ministers,  besides 
some  things  in  print  that  are  very  scarce. 
Theae^  with  the  M  S8i  of  Calderwood,  would 
make  the  thing  as  complete  as  can  be  ex- 
pected at  this  distance  of  time,    I  hare  a  MS,  | 


of  8pottiswoode's  that  was  the  duke'  ot 
Lauderdale's,  and  difiisrs  much  flrnn  the 
print;  the  interlineations  are  in  the  arch* 
bishop's  own  hand.  I  have  also  an  authentic 
copy  of  the  acts  of  our  general  assemblies^ 
from  the  reformation  to  1609,  signed  by  T. 
Nkholson  their  clerk ;  Mr.  William  Scot  of 
Coupet's  MS.  history  ;  and  many  other 
things  which  would  be  great  hdpa.  1  can 
also  have  access  to  the  lord  Warriston'i 
MSS.  in  the  hands  of  his  son,  formerly 
secretary;  so  that  we  might  cany  on  the 
thread  through  king  James  VI.  time,  to  tiie 
restoration,  especially  through  that  im- 
portant period,  16SS  to  1660." 

The  idea  of  **  a  complete  history"  finom 
the  reformation  in  1560,  to  the  revolution 
in  1688,  was  strongly  urged  on  Mr.  Wod- 
row's  attention  both  by  Mr.  Kedpath,  and 
by  a  very  intimate  literary  fiiend  of  both, 
principal  Stu-ling  of  Glasgow ;  but  the  plan, 
howen^  magnificent  and  interesting,  opened 
a  field  by  ftir  too  wide  for  any  one  man  to 
undertake.  Later  historians  have  success^ 
folly  occu[Med  a  part  of  it,  but  a  **  history  oi 
the  Covenantov  "  in  Scotland,  upon  some^ 
thing  like  the  plan  of  Neal's  "  History  6t 
the  Puritans"  in  England,  still  remains  a 
desideratum  in  the  literary  and  ecclesiastical 
annals  of  our  country. 

Another  literary  fiiend  with  whom  Mr. 
Wodrow  particularly  consulted  regarding 
his  history,  was  the  learned  and  amiable 
Dr.  James  Phaser  of  London,  formerly  of 
Aberdeen,  and  so  well  known  as  the  libcfnl 
patron  of  King's  college  and  umversity  in 
that  city.  It  does  not  appear  indeed  that 
Dr.  Freser  was  consulted  by  Blr.  W.  previous 
to  the  actual  composition  of  a  laige  part  of 
the  work ;  for  this  very  good  reason,  that 
Dr.  Fhuer  was  not  at  that  time  so  particularly 
conversant  in  the  history  of  MSS.  and 
ancient  records,  as  to  render  his  serrices  so 
necessary  in  the  earlier  periods  of  the  under^ 
taking.  His  patronage  was  of  more  import^- 
ance  in  the  way  of  a  sucoessfiil  introductidn 
of  the  work  when  finished,  to  the  notice  of 
those,  who,  firom  their  stations  in  society, 
and  extensive  influence  in  publie  Kfe,  had  it 
in  their  power  to  give  it  a  most  wide  drcu^ 
lation.  Few  Scotsmen  in  Lofidon^  I  tma^^ 
in  private  Ufc,  have  ever  Y\aA  iMsteVsi  ^^«vx 
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power  in  this  respect,  than  Dr.  Fhuer. 
EBs  talents  and  varied  acoompluhments  and 
polite  mannersy  united  with  liberality  of 
icntiment  and  most  correct  moral  deport- 
ment, combined  with  favourable  local  dr- 
eumstances  to  introduce  him  to  the  society 
of  some  of  the  first  men  of  the  age,  and  to 
render  him  a  fiivourite  at  the  court  of  Oeoige 
L  To  this  gentleman  Mr.  W.  transmitted 
the  MS.  of  the  history  for  inspection,  and 
he  received  from  him  an  answer  bearing  date, 
at  Edinbuigh,  September  85th,  1718,  firom 
which  the  following  is  an  extract. 

**  Reverend  and  much  honoured  sir, 
^  This  is  in  short  with  all  thankfulness  to 
acknowledge  the  fiivour  you  were  pleased  to 
do  me  when  at  Glasgow,  in  trusting  me  with 
•o  valuable  monuments  of  your  great  labour 
and  useful  pains,  as  the  three  volumes  of  the 
history  of  the  persecutions  the  presbyterians 
saffered  from  the  restoration  to  the  revolu- 
tion ;  all  which  I  have  read  with  great  atten- 
tion and  satisfiiction :  wherein  I  cannot  but 
observe  the  sincerity,  honesty,  and  fiuthful- 
ness,  requisite  in  a  historian ;  and  that  the 
jnethods  invented  and  practised  in  those 
times  to  distress  and  ruin  that  party,  do 
by  mnch  exceed  the  severities  used  by  the 
heathens  against  the  primitive  Christians; 
or  by  the  Goths,  Huns,  Vandals,  Saracens, 
or  Turks,  in  succeeding  ages ;  or  even  by 
the  papists,  or  inquisition  in  Spain  and 
Porti^,  in  many  things.  So  that  in  the 
general  sentiment  of  all  persons  that  I 
have  conversed  with  on  that  matter,  it  is 
very  necessary  that  so  useful  a  work 
should  be  published  to  the  world,  as  soon 
as  possible:  considering  the  clamour  the 
other  party  make  daily  about  their  present 
sufoii^  which  they  say  far  exceed  any 
known  iu  former  reigns,  and  that  all  who 
suflfered  before  the  revolution  was  on  the 
account  of  rd)ellion,  and  not  of  religion  and 
conscience,  as  Sir  Geoige  Mackenzie  in  his 
book  of  the  vindication  of  the  government 
in  king  Charles  and  king  James  IL  reijgns, 
does  confidently  assert  and  endeavour  to 
prove.  And  besides  that  there  are  many  now 
alive  who  were  witnesses  of  these  cruelties 
ihen  exercised  and  suffered  under  them: 
and  if  delayed  till  this  generation  is  gone, 
i^  wffj  not  be  ashamed  to  deny  there 


were  any  severities  used.  I  think  it  ii 
proper  and  useful,  that  when  your  occa- 
sions oblige  you  to  come  to  Edinburgh, 
that  you  would  allow  youradf  some  time  to 
see  some  honest  and  knowing  persons  that 
frequently  meet  at  the  Low  Cofleehouie 
here,  where  you  may  receive  certain  infor- 
mation of  very  remarkable  instances  of  un> 
heard  of  severities  in  those  times,  that  may 
have  escaped  your  knowledge^  very  well 
attested.  And  also  to  make  a  visit  to  the 
good  and  worthy  lady  Cardross,  the  earl  of 
Buchan's  mother,  with  whom  I  had  the 
honour  of  an  hour's  conversation  last  week ; 
from  whose  mouth  you  may  receive  a  asoit 
distinct  information  of  all  the  partieolar 
steps  and  circumstances  relating  to  her  and 
her  husband's  sufierings.  There  is  one  Mr. 
James  Nisbet  son  to  Nisbet  in  Hardhill, 
who  was  executed  in  December,  1685,  and 
is  now  sei^geant  in  the  castle  of  Edinbuigh, 
and  has  lately  published  the  history  of  hii 
fiuher's  sufierings,  and  his  last  testimony 
and  dying  speech;  wherein  there  is  a  remark- 
able prediction  of  the  abdication  of  the 
name  of  Stuart  firom  ever  reining  in  Britain. 
I  have  had  some  hours'  conversation  with 
the  said  James  Nisbet,  who  told  me  many  re- 
markable things  of  persons  and  actings  in  th^t 
time,  he  having  been  intimately  acquainted 
with  Mr.  Peden,  Cargill,  and  others  of  the 
suffering  party,  havmg  been  several  yean 
in  the  woods,  caves,  and  deserts,  with 
them.  And  Mr.  Johnston  minister  at 
Dundee,  told  me  some  surprising  instarces 
of  the  barbarity  used  in  Dunfermline,  by 
one  Mr.  Norry,  now  a  Jacobite  and  virulent 
conventicle  preacher  at  Dundee;,  which  I 
have  communicated  to  some  of  your  friends 
here  to  be  unparted  to  you  at  meeting.  I 
could  heartily  wish  a  way  could  be  found  of 
printing,  as  soon  as  possible,  so  useful  and  so 
necessary  a  work ;  and  I  shall  not  be  bock- 
ward  in  contributuig  all  in  my  power  towards 
the  promoting  it." 

Specimens  of  the  history  were  submitted 
also  to  a  variety  of  eminent  literary  and  rt> 
ligious  characters  in  £ngland,and  particularly 
to  the  celebrated  Dr.  Edmund  Calamy,  then 
at  the  head  of  the  Dissenting  interest,  and 
who  from  his  intimacy  with  many  of  our 
countrpiea  both  on  the  continent  and  in 
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Scotlaody  was  considered  s  most  kaportiil 
judge  of  the  aerits  of  the  work.  jUthough 
the  cormpondenoe  regarding  the  critioBl 
inspecCion  of  the  work  is  on  record^  and 
abounds  with  a  number  of  important  parti> 
culars,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  critics 
of  the  south  contributed  any  thing  material 
to  ita  impffovcmcDty  or  attempted  to  dispute 
the  accuTBCj  of  die  statements  it  nnule. 
Nor  does  it  appear  that  Mr.  Wodrow  was 
indebted  in  any  connderable  degree  to  those 
miniatera  in  various  parts  of  Scotland,  to 
whom  he  applied  as  probable  sources  of 
information.  With  the  exception  of  a  few 
Tenerable  individuals,  who  from  personal 
aperienee,  or  immediate  rdationship  to  the 
sufierera  themselves,  took  a  peculiar  in- 
terest in  the  work,  and  most  readily  lent 
their  acceptable  assistance,  in  the  furnish- 
ing of  materials;  it  would  seem  from  the 
complaiBta  which  the  historian  makes  in 
some  of  his  letters,  that  in  his  expectations 
of  help  from  a  variety  of  quarters,  he  had 
met  irith  a  painful  disappointment;  so  that 
lor  the  work  such  as  it  is — and  ^  admirable 
and  ftithftd**  Dr.  Fimser  Justly  terms  it^ 
we  most  conrider  ourselves  as  indebted  to 
the  SBDgle  exertions  of  its  indefatigable 
author.  In  May,  1719,  the  matter  was 
sutanitted  to  the  general  assembly,  when 
that  venersble  body  gave  their  cordial 
and  unammous  approbation  to  the  work, 
and  reoommended  it  to  ministers  and  pres- 
byteries^ as  richly  deserving  of  encourage- 
ment; and  instructed  their  commission  to 
correspond  with  presbyteries  on  the  subject, 
and  to  report  their  ^ligence  to  next  assem- 
bly. With  all  these  encouraging  considera- 
tions, the  woric  had  many  obstacles  to  sur- 
moonf,  before  it  made  its  appearance  from 
the  press ;  and  this  wiU  not  be  surprising  to 
any  cme  who  knows  the  real  state  of  Scot- 
land, in  what  may  be  called,  the  infimcy  of 
her  literary  progress.  The  idea  of  pecuniary 
idvants^  by  literary  labour,  would  have 
been  held  in  those  days  as  a  chimera ;  and 
some  of  our  ablest  treatises  on  divinity  and 
moral  phOosophy,  would  never  have  seen  the 
I%ht,  had  it  not  been  for  the  fostering  md  of 
wealthy  patrons^  and  of  a  society  formed 
for  the  encouragement  of  learmng.  Tn  these 
areamatujceg  it  wag  not  to  be  expected  that 
M  wart  ofsudi  aze  and  price  as  the  **  lUatory  [ 


of  the  Suffiaiugs  of  the  Churdi  of  Scotland," 
would  all  at  once  be  ushered  into  the  wofld 
without  one  serious  obstacle  to  overcome. 
Very  little  did  the  worthy  author  receive  by 
way  of  compensation  for  all  the  labour  and 
expense  he  had  bestowed  upon  it ; — but  to 
him  the  satisfiiction  that  he  had  done  som^ 
thing  to  serve  his  God  "  in  his  generation,** 
and  that  he  had  reared  a  monument  to  his 
country  and  to  his  church,  on  winch  waa 
inscribed  in  legible  characters,  **iErB  pcren» 
nius," — was  to  him  a  better  return  than  the 
gains  of  fine  gold. 

The  woric  was  published  in  two  large 
volumes  at  separate  times,  in  1781  and  1728; 
and  it  soon  met  with  exactly  that  land  cf 
treatment  which  might  have  been  anticH 
pated,  as  the  likely  porticm  of  an  impartial,  UB* 
vsmished,  and  independent,  historian  of  the 
persecuting  period.  With  the  excqitloo  of 
a  few  worthy  incGvidnals  belonging  to  tlie 
Cameronhm  class,  who  thcmght,  and  perhapa 
with  some  measure  of  truth,  that  the  author 
had  not  on  some  occarions  shown  suffident 
decision  of  mind,  and  on  others  had  awarded 
rather  a  measured  meed  of  prsise  to  the 
noble  heroes  of  the  olden  time ;— the  genend 
and  high  approbation  of  all  the  friends  of  li- 
berty and  of  presbyteriainsm,  both  in  Scotland 
and  in  Britain,  cordially  went  along  wHh 
the  work ;  and  the  value  of  it  was  fblt  by  all 
who  had  learned  to  prize  the  chril  and 
religious  interests  of  their  country.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  abettors  of  persecution  and 
the  fierce  adherents  of  the  Stuart  dynasty, 
smarted  keenly  under  the  expos^  which 
was  made  of  the  ^  mystery  of  iiuquity,"  and 
felt  the  more  tenderiy,  because,  das  I  it  was 
''no  scandal.**  ^'Fhcts,'*  observes  Bfr. 
Wodrow  in  one  of  his  letters  to  a  friend  hi 
London,  **  facts  are  iU  natmred  ihingt  ;**  atfd 
it  was  precisely  because  the  facts  of  the 
case  could  not  be  set  aside,  that  the  assatilt 
became  the  more  fierce  against  the  temper 
and  spirit  and  style  of  the  author.  Anony- 
mous and  threatening  letters  were  sent  to 
him.  Squibs  and  pasquinades  were  liberal^ 
discharged,  nader  masked  batteries,  agunst 
the  obnoxious  book  that  told  so  much  un- 
welcome truth.  Various  attempts  were 
made  before  and  aiier  \U  ci^^^essre^ck*^^  \a 
vindicate  the  reign  of  the  ^V»Bx\a\  \nO(.  ^s 
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hapten  individual,  at  least  of  Scottish  name, 
who  to  thitf  day  enjoys  the  **  base  glory,**  of 
having  fallen  in  the  trenches  of  such  an 
inglorious  cause. 

Dr.  Firaser  had  the  honour  of  presenting 
copies  of  the  work  to  their  Blajesties,  and 
the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales.  These 
Ware  most  graciously  receiyed.  The  book 
was,  by  these  illustrious  individuals,  care* 
folly  read  and  studied;  and  the  king,  to 
whom  the  work  was  dedicated,  generously 
ordered  j?105  steriing,  to  be  given  to  the 
author,  in  token  of  his  cordial  approbap 
tion.  The  order  for  this  sum  on  the  ex- 
chequer of  Scotland,  is  still  preserved,  and 
we  ghre  it  entire,  for  the  satisfiiction  of  our 
readers:— *< George  R.  Trusty  and  well  be- 
loved, we  greet  you  well.  Whereas,  our 
trusty  and  well  beloved  •  •  •  Robert 
Wodrow,  minister  of  the  gospel  in  Glasgow, 
did  some  time  since,  dedicate  and  present 
iioto  us,  his  History  of  the  Persecutions  in 
Scotland,  fixxn  the  Kestcuration  to  the  Re\'o- 
hition,  consisting  of  two  lai^  volumes  in 
folio :  now,  we  being  minded  to  certify  our 
aateem  of  the  said  author  and  his  works, 
by  bestowing  on  him  some  mark  of  our 
fovoor  and  bounty :  in  consideration  thereof, 
oar  will  and  pleasure  is,  that  we  do  hereby 
authorise  and  empower  you,  to  issue  your 
warrant  to  the  receiver  general  of  our 
tireasury,  to  pay,  or  cause  to  be  paid,  out 
of  any  monies,  that  are,  or  shall  be  in  his 
hands,  for  the  use  of  our  civil  government, 
unto  the  said  Robert  Wodrow,  or  his 
assigns,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  five 
pounds,  as  of  our  ro^'al  bounty,  for  the 
consideration  aforesaid,  and  for  so  doings 
tiiis  shall  be,  not  only  to  you,  but  also  to 
owe  said  receiver  general,  and  to  all  others 
that  shall  be  concerned  in  passing  and 
ilUowing  the  pa^Tnent  upon  his  account,  a 
sufficient  warrand.  Given  at  our  court  at 
St.  James',  the  26th  day  of  April,  1725, 
in  the  eleventh  year  of  our  reign. 

By  his  majesty's  command, 

R.  WALrOLE. 

To  our  tmsty  uid  well  helorcd, 
oar  Chief  Bsmii,  and  the  mt 
of  the  Barooa  of  our  court  of 
eachequsr  in  Scotland. 

OmOMGM  BaILUE,       WitUAM  YoVtiE, 
CuAMhMS  TVMXKH,    GnOliaE  DoOlNOTON.** 


Thus,  while  the  hinted  adherents  of  a 
persecuting  dynasty,  were  crjing  out  most 
lustily  against  the  humble  Scottish  pres- 
byter and  his  book,  the. highest  personage 
in  the  empire  was  publicly  conferring  on 
the  said  presbyter,  a  most  substantial  mark 
of  his  regard,  just  becautt  he  had  written  a 
book,  which  at  once  exposed  the  Jhorrors  of 
former  rdgns,  and  displayed  by  reflectioa 
and  by  contrast,  the  blessings  connected 
with  the  Hanoverian  succession. 

The  work,  is  beyond  all  question,  exactly 
what  it  undertakes  to  be,  a  foithfol  and 
impartial  record  of  facts  and  of  characterB. 
Its  extreme  accuracy  has  been  tested  by  the 
best  of  evidence,  that  of  documents,  public, 
official,  and  uncontradicted.  Its  focts  will 
not  be  relished  by  timeserving  historians,  who 
have  prostituted  the  dignity  of  history  to  the 
low  ends  of  a  mean  and  drivelling  partisanship ; 
and  the  proud  march  of  the  smooth  surfiice 
narrator,  may  not  stoop  to  the  minutiie  of  its 
private  and  domestic  details.  Nevertheless, 
its  value  as  a  record  is  bc^'ond  all  praise ;  and 
the  picture  which  it  gives  of  the  manners  and 
spirit  of  the  age  is  graphical  and  instructive. 
Says  Chalmers,  the  learned  author  of  the 
Biographical  Dictionar}' — "  It  is  written  with 
a  fidelity  that  has  seldom  been  disputed,  and 
confirmed  at  the  end  of  each  volume,  by  a 
large  mass  of  public  and  private  records.*' 
<*  No  historical  facts,'*  says  Mr.  Fox,  in  his 
historical  work  on  the  reign  of  James  II.,  '*  are 
better  ascertained,  than  the  accounts  of  them 
which  are  to  be  found  in  Wodrow.  In  every 
instance  where  there  has  been  an  opportunity 
of  comparing  these  accounts  with  the  records 
and  other  authentic  monuments,  they  appear 
to  be  quite  correct.** 

Mr.  Wodrow  did  not  discontinue  his  his- 
torical researches  after  the  publication  of  his 
great  work.  His  indefatigable  and  perse- 
vering mind,  actuig  on  the  suggestions  of 
his  friends  Redpath  and  Stirling,  planned 
the  scheme  of  a  complete  history  of  the 
church  of  Scotland,  in  a  series  of  lives. 
With  this  view,  he  set  to  work  in  cnlargin 
and  completing  his  already  ample  collection 
of  manuscripts,  ancient  records,  and  well 
authenticated  traditions ;  and  actually  drew 
out  at  great  length,  and  with  minute  accu- 
racy, biographical  sketches  of  ail  the  great 
and  good  men,  nvVio  VvcA  ^^g^T^^  ^loia  \l\a 
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dawn  of  the  reformation,  down  to 
the  period  when  his  histoiy  take^  ha  rise. 
These  lives  are  extremely  valuable.  Thej 
form  the  principal  mine  of  information  re- 
garding their  several,  subjects ;  and  taken 
together,  exhilnt  a  comprehensive  and  acou- 
nite  view  of  the  leading  events  in  one  of 
the  most  interesting  periods  of  our  national 
history.  It  does  not  appear  that  thej  had 
received  the  fimshing  stroke  of  the  author, 
althoogh  they  bear  all  the  marks  of  un- 
common research,  and  most  minute  sped* 
fication.  The  manuscripts  of  this  volumi- 
nous woik,  partly  in  the  handwriting  of 
die  author,  and  partly  copied  by  an  aman- 
uensis^ are  preserved  in  the  library  of  the 
university  of  Glasgow. 

It  was  a  fovourite  wish  of  our  author, 
that  biographical  memoirs  should  be  re- 
gularly drawn  up  and  preserved,  of  all  the 
more  eminent  ministers  and  private  Christ- 
ians  in  Scotland  who  had  been  distinguished 
for  their  piety  and  the  faithfulness  and  suo- 
of  their  Christian  labours.  Acting  on 
idea,  he  employed  his  leisure  moments 
in  writing  down  the  various  articles  of 
information,  which  his  own  times  brought 
within  his  reach,  reganfing  the  lives  and 
labours  of  eminent  indiriduals,  together 
with  the  ordinary  or  more  remarkable 
occurrences  of  the  poiod,  during  which  he 
lived,  lliese  memoranda  are  preserved  in 
siai  small  and  closely  written  volumes,  under 
the  general  name  of  Aualecia,  and  they 
embrace  a  period  of  twenty-eight  years,  from 
1705,  down  to  1733.  The  information  they 
oiintain,  is,  as  might  have  been  expected 
firom  the  nature  of  the  work,  exceedingly 
various,  both  as  to  sutject  and  degree  of 
importance.  The  notices  are  often  exceed- 
ingly curious ;  and  taken  as  a  whole,  the 
work  exhibits  an  interesting  picture  of  the 
history  and  manners  of  the  period.  It  is  in 
such  private  and  unsophisticated  memo- 
randa as  these,  we  often  meet  with  those 
minute  and  undesigned  coincidences,  and 
those  unstudied  alluaons  to  matters  of  a 
more  public  nature,  which  throw  l^t  on 
oubjects  otherwise  dark  and  mysterious. 
To  bring  out  these  private  memorials  to  the 
l%ht  of  open  day,  would  be  extremely  in-  I 
judicious;  but  the  oct^shnal  consuitafion  | 


of  them  for  the  purpose  of  historical  or 
general  illustration,  is  not  beside  the  pro- 
vince, or  beneath  the  dignity  of  the  most 
fostidious  analytical  inquirer. 

Besides  writing  the  ''histoty,'*  the  *■  bio- 
graphy," and  the  **  analecta ;"  the  labours  of 
his  parish,  and  two  days  every  wedL  regii- 
lariy  appropriated  to  his  preparation  for 
the  pulpit;  much  of  his  time  must  have 
been  occupied  in  epistolary  correspondence. 
Many  of  his  letters  resemble  rather  dissertap 
tions  on  theological  and  literary  and  histori- 
cal subjects;  and  he  corresponded  with  a  very 
wide  circle  of  acquaintances  and  friends  in 
Scotland,  England,  Ireland,  America,  and 
the  continent  of  Europe.  With  regard  to 
the  continent,  his  anxiety  to  become  thor- 
oughly acquainted  with  its  literary  and  r^ 
ligious  state  was  peculiarly  great,  and  he  fre- 
quently imported  at  his  own  expense,  the 
best  publications  that  could  be  obtained, 
particulariy  those  in  the  Latin  and  French 
languages.  He  also  transmitted,  from  time  to 
time,  lists  of  queries  respecting  the  state 
of  matters  in  the  dife'ent  countries.  Of 
these  I  shall  insert  a  very  small  spedmei^ 
out  of  many  now  before  me. 

**  Memorandum  of  Inqnirenda  in  Holland, 
to  G.  B.  April  81st,  1731.  What  is  the 
state  of  the  protestant  churches  in  Silesia  ? 
What  numbers  of  the  reformed  may  be 
there?  if  they  are  Calvinists?  if  they  hove 
judicatories,  discipline,  &cP  what  is  the  state 
of  the  protestants  in  Hungary— -what  num- 
ber of  ministers  may  be  there,^-and  prot- 
estant schools  ?  If  there  be  any  Sodnians 
among  them  ?  what  are  their  present  hard- 
ships from  the  papists,— every  thing  as  to 
their  government,  discipline,  doctrine,  judi- 
cature and  usages.  The  same  as  to  the 
churches  in  Bohemia.  The  same  as  to  Tran- 
sylvania. The  same  as  to  the  Palatinate,  as 
also  an  account  of  their  present  grievances 
firom  the  papists.  All  you  can  learn  as  to 
the  state  of  things  in  Geneva,— theirdoetrine, 
^scipline,  government,  and  learned  men. 
All  the  accounts  you  can  get  as  to  the  prot- 
estants in  the  vallcjrs  of  Piedmont, — ^what 
numbers  are  of  late  in  the  valleys, — the  hard- 
ships of  the  king  of  Sardinia  upon  them,— the 
pretences  he  uses  in  his  ovn  drf«w»^— ^sad 
if  any  number  oC  immslcn  an^  ^it^^«k\»B^» 
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continue  in  the  valleys  ? — The  chancter  of  to  the  mother  country — and  the  hlstoiy  of 
the  preient  pope, — what  you  can  learn  of  the  :  the  Scottish  presbyterian  churches  in  the 
difoences  between  him,  and  the  king  of  new  world.  The  letters  of  Mr.  Wodrow  to 
Sardinia. — How  the  difierence  stands  betiwixt ;  these  individuals,  and  their  replies,  (bnn 
the  court  of  Rome  and  the  king  of  Portugal. ,  together  a  mass  of  correspondence  that  is 
— The  state  of  leamu^  in  Portugal  and,  extremely  interesting.  Not  the  least  curious 
Spain.— •What  is  in  the  accounts  we  have  in  of  these  documents,  are,  a  letter  of  some 
the  prints,  of  the  manuscripts  18  or  1400 ,'  length,  from  a  converted  Jewish  Rabbi  who 
years  old,  found  in  an  island  in  the  Red  Sea ;  taught  Hebrew  in  Harvard  college,  toother 
by  some  Portuguese,  and  sent,  I  think,  to  with  a  most  truly  Christian  reply  by  our 
LisboHyOr  extracts  of  them.  What  may  be  ex- 1  excellent  author.  The  name  of  the  Jew 
pected  from  the  press  at  Constantinople,  and  was  Mabbi  Judah  Monis  ;  and  of  his  future 
the  copies  of  manuscripts  taken  by  the  king  history  one  would  wish  to  obtain  some 
of  France's  interest  there  and  brought  to  farther  information.  The  letter  is  writ- 
Paris  ?  All  the  accounts  you  may  have  of.  ten  in  pure  Hebrew,  and  also  in  RabinniaU 
the  state  of  Christianity  in  the  Dutch  settle- .  ekaracters  and  dialect.  The  original  is  now 
roents  in  the  East  Indies. — The  translation  before  me.  It  is  a  beautiful  specimen  of 
of  the  Bible  into  the  Malayan  tongue,^  penmanship;  and  forms  altogether  a  literary 
the  success  of  the  Danish  missionaries  in .  curiosity.  Its  date  is  **  Cambridge  4.  5ts 
the  East   Indies.     What  you  can  gather    niensis  1723.'*     The  ret>Iy  bears  date,  July 


as  to  the  state  of  the  Greek  churches  in 
Asia  under  the  Tuiks;  the  Greek  Christians 
in  Egypt,  Palestine,  Syria,  &c — Is  learning 
and  knowledge  penetrating  into  Muscovy?— 
All  the  discoveries  made  of  Greek  MSS.  by 


23^  1724. 

There  is  one  subject  which  engaged  the 
mind  of  Mr.  Wodrow,  in  common  with  all  the 
sealous  friends  of  evangelical  truth  through- 
out the  empire,  for  a  considerable  number  of 


the  late  Czar,  and  the  progress  made  by  years ;  I  allude  to  the  well  knoMm  case  of 
the  academy  at  Petersbui^d — Let  me  have  ■  professor  Simpson  of  Gbsgow.  This  gentle- 
a  list  of  the  professors  at  Leyden  and  man  was  the  immediate  successor  o^  Bffr. 
Utrecht;  and  the  most  considerable  men  at !  Woilrow's  venerable  father ;  and  this  cir- 
Eraneker  and  Groningen ;  and  the  most  j  cumstance  seems  to  have  touched  the 
fimied  learned  men  in  the  Protestant  univer-    delicacy  of  our  author's  feelings,  while  it  by 


sities  in  Germany.  Let  me  have  a  hint  of 
the  new  books,  ^at  are  most  talked  of,  Sec 
&c,"  It  is  certainly  matter  of  regret  that 
the  replies  to  these  queries,  were  by  no  means 
so  fuU  as  might  have  been  wished;  and  yet 
there  are  in  the  MS.  letters  entitled  "  For^ 
eign  Literature,"  many  valuable  articles  of 
miscellaneous  information. 

His  chief  correspondents  in  America  were 
the  celebrated  Dr.  Cotton  Mather,  the  friend 
and  patron  of  Benjamin  Franklin;  Mr. 
Bei\jamin  Colman,  president  of  Harvard 
college,  Boston ;  Mr.  Wigglesworth,  professor 
of  divinity  there;  together  with  the  minis- 
ters of  the  Scots  churches  in  Pennsylvania, 
New  Jersey,  and  New  York.  The  intelli- 
gence oonomunicated  by  these  correspond- 
ents embraces  chiefly  the  state  and  progress  of 
literature,  rdigion,  and  manners  in  the  states, 
— the  disputes  regarding  poUtical  and  tbeolo- 
£ica/  guestioaM, — the  relations  of  the  states 


no  means  prevented  him  from  taking  a  very 
active  share  in  the  ecclesiastical  process, 
which  was  instituted  against  the  professor. 
It  would  be  foreign  to  the  design  of  this 
brief  sketch,  to  enter  at  all  into  the  merits 
of  the  controversy,  dther  in  regard  to  its 
subject  matter,  or  the  mode  in  which  it  was 
carried  on.    Professor  Simson  appears  from 
his  defences  to  have  been  a  man  of  con- 
siderable acuteness ;  and  in  learning  probably 
not  inferior  to  his  opponents.     He  seems  to 
have  been  a  decided  Arian;  but  his  wish  to 
retain  his  place  led  him  to  throw  a  veil  of 
mystery  over  his  sentiments.  Afler  a  tedious 
and  disagreeable  process,  he  at  length  suc- 
cumbed to  the  general  voice  of  the  church, 
and  avowed  his  belief  in  the  catholic  doctrine 
of  the  trinity,  as  held  in  our  public  stand- 
ards.    Still  an  impression  remained  on  the 
minds  of  all  parties  in  the  question,  that 
he  was  dther  not  tincere  in  his  averments. 
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or  that  he  had  not  copadty  sufficienty  to 
draw  the  exact  line  of  distinction  between 
opposite  systems.    The  tardiness  also,  with 
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Barony  church  of  Gku|row,  on  Isaiah  ix.  6. 
in  which  he  took  occasion  to  illostnte  at 
length,  the  great  doctrine  of  the  diTinity  of 


which  he  brought  out  his  real  creed,  and  the  our  blessed  SaTiour,  in  opposition  to  the 
dubious  complexion^  to  say  the  least  of  it,  -  sentiiiientB  of  Arianaand  Sodnians.  These 
which  his  theological  prelections  had  long  ;  sermons  seem  to  have  made  a  eonsidereble 
exhibited,  convinced  the  general  assembly,  noise  at  the  time;  for  on  the  day  followuig, 
that  he  was  not  a  fit  person  to  be  charged   a  challenge  to  a  public  or  private  disputa- 


with  the  theological  tuition  of  the  sons  of 


turn  or  to  a  wntteu  controversy,  was  sent 


the  church,  and  he  was  therefore  suspended    him  by  one  Mr.  William  Psul,  a  student  of 
from  his  chaige,  while  the  emoluments  of  the    tlicolqgy,  and  known  to  be  tinctured  with 


office  were  still  reserved,  with  an  amiable, 
but  mistaken  liberality,  to  the  man,  who 
was,  with  one  voice,  declared  unfit  to  do 


Arian  sentiments.  The  letter  is  on  the 
whole,  respectfully  written;  but  while  it 
**  wisheth  to  Mr.  W.  charity  and  impartial 


that  duty,  which  forms  the  only  claim  to  reasoning,"  it  throws  out  some  dark  but  harsh 
these  emoluments.  During  the  period  of  insinuations  against  Mr.  John  M'Laurin  and 
his  suspension,  and  even  to  the  day  of  his  Mr.  George  Campbell,  two  of  the  ministers 
death,  the  whole  duties  of  the  professorship  of  Glasgow ;  the  latter  of  whom  was  well 
devolved  on  principal  Campbell,  who  was  known  and  respected  as  a  zealous  and 
ex  officio,  primarius  professor  of  theology.  {  pious  labourer  in  the  vineyard;  while  the 
Mr.  Wodrow  was  a  very  efficient,  and .  former,  by  the  confession  of  all  parties, 
certainly  a  most  moderate  and  judicious  |  stands  at  least  as  high  in  the  ranks  of 
member  of  the  assembly  committee  for ,  theology,  as  his  brother  Colin  does  in  the 
purity  of  doctrine,  to  whom  the  case  of  scale  of  mathematics.  It  is  pretty  certain 
professor  Simpson  was  referred ;  and  both  that  Mr.  W.  cUd  not  accept  the  challenge, 
by  correspondence^  and  by  personal  ex- '  but  whether  he  made  any  return  to  it,  or 
ertion,  he  contributed  much  to  save  the  what  measures  he  Belt  it  his  duty  to  pursue, 
church  of  Scotland  from  a  tide  of  hetero-   we  have  no  means  of  determining.     He  was 


doxy,  which  threatened  to  overwhelm  it. 
Among  clerical  coadjutors,  he  had  very 
able  assistants  in  Mr.  John  M'Laurin  of 
Glasgow,  and  Mr.  James  Webster  of  Edin- 
burgh; and  amongst  the  lay  brethren,  on 
this  trying  occasion  the  names  of  lord 
Grange,  and  lieutenant  colonel  Erskine  of 
Camock,  both  elders  of  assembly,  stand 
conspicuous.  Tlie  letters  addressed  by  the 
fi>rmer  to  Mr.  Wodrow,  and  which  form 
a  leadixig  part  in  his  voluminous  corr^ 
spondence,  display  a  talent  of  no  ordinary 
kind,  combined  with  a  profound  knowledge 
of  divinity,  and  a  power  of  clear  and 
diaoriminating  statement.  Mr.  W.'s  own 
accounts  of  the  various  steps  of  the  process, 
in  his  private  minutes  of  committees,  and 
assemblies,  throw  much  light  on  the  minutise 
of  the  controversy,  and  still  afford  a  rich 
repast  to  any  one  who  intends  to  write  a 
history  of  that  interesting,  but  critical  period 
of  our  church. 

On  the  10th  and   11th  June,  1727,  Mr. 
Wodrow  preached   two  sermons   in  the 


not  at  all  fond  of  disputation ;  and  he  prob* 
ably  saw,  that  the  mind  of  the  young  man 
was  not  in  a  proper  tone  for  the  serious  and 
successful  investigation  of  spiritual  truth. 

On  the  subject  of  the  Marrow  controoeray^ 
which  was  keenly  agitated  at  thb  period, 
and  which  indirectly  led  the  way  to  the 
secession  in  1733,  Mr.  Wodrow  held  a 
middle  course.  He  thought  that  Mr.  Bos- 
ton, and  the  other  divines  who  patronized 
the  doctrines  contained  in  "  the  Marrow  of 
Modem  Divinity,"  went  rather  far  in  their 
attempts  to  vindicate  sentiments  and  modes 
of  expression,  which  seemed  to  him  some- 
what unscriptural  and  antinomian  in  their 
complexion.  On  the  other  hand,  he  thought 
that  the  assembly  had  busied  themselves 
too  much  in  the  criticism  and  condemnatiot 
of  the  book,  and  had  anticipated  evil  too 
readily.  He  disliked  the  whole  ct^ntro- 
versy ;  and  recommended  those  virtues  of 
which  his  own  example  afforded  a  most 
consistent  pattern,  charity  and  mutual  for^ 
bearance. 
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On  the  grand  question  about  gubtcriptkn 
io  artiHeM  of  fmik^  then  keenly  agitated 
in    Ireland  and  in  En^and,  our  historian 
assumed  a  more  bold  and  determined  pari. 
The  Marrow  controversy,  he  deeply  de- 
plored, because  it  tended   to    divide  the 
friends  of  the  Redeemer,  who,  in  the  main, 
were  ''of  one  heart  and  of  one  mind.** 
The  question    regarding  subscription,  he, 
along  with  all  the  tried  friends  of  orthodoxy 
in  Scotland,  held  to  be  a  vital  one.    He  saw 
ranged  on  opposite  sides,  with  very  few 
exceptions,  the  friends  and  the  enemies  of 
the  Deity  of  the  Saviour ;  and  the  design 
of  the  noTUttbicnAers  he  knew  could  not 
lie  favourable  to  the  cause  of  evangelical 
Christianity.    With  eminent  ministers  both 
in  England  and  in  Ireland,  he  held  on  this, 
as  on  other  topics,  a  regular  and  extensive 
correspondence.     Dr  Eraser,  who  seems  in 
his  latter  days  to  have  gone  in  to   the 
Arian  hypothesis ;  Dr.  Calamy,  Dr.  Evans, 
Dr.  Abraliam  Taylor  of  London ;  Mr.  Mas- 
terton,  Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  Mr.  M'Racken, 
Mr.  William  Livingston,  Mr.  Iredale,  Mr. 
Gilbert  Kennedy,  Mr.  M'Bride  of  Ireland, 
are  among  his  leading  correspondents  on  this 
and  kindred  subjects.   The  letters  from  these 
gentlemen  are  very  numerous,  and  in  general 
very  minute,  and  apparently  candid  in  thdr 
statements.  The  minutes  of  Irish  presb}terian 
synods  are  given  at  length,  together  with 
private  accounts  of  the  transactions  of  com- 
mittees.   Any  person  who  wishes  to  write  a 
narrative  of  presbyterianism  in  Ireland — a 
de»deratum  in  ecclesiastical  history — will 
find  a  treasure  of  information  in  these  letters. 
The  results  of  the  controversy  are  highly 
instructive.     The  Arians  and   Unitarians, 
ranging  themselves  under   the  banners  of 
the  nonsubscribing  and  liberal  party,  have  for 
upwards  of  a  century  displayed  the  dead- 
ening tendency  of  their  system  in  the  an- 
nihilation   of  many  flourishing   churches : 
while  evangelical  doctrine,  taking  an  oppo- 
site direction,  has  shed  upon  the  north  of 
Ireland,  those  purifying  and  ennobling  in- 
fluences which  contributed  so  powerfully  to 
render  Scotland  in  her  better  days,  "a  praiss 
in  the  whole  cartli.*' 

Jt  need  not  surprise  us  that  labours  so 
numerous  and  severe,  as  those  in  which  Mr. 


Wodrow  was  incessantly  engaged,   should 
have  told  upon  his  bodily  health  and  even 
shortened  his  days.     I  lis  constitution  was 
naturally  good,  and  in  the  earlier  part  of 
life  he  enjoyed  excellent  health.    But  hb 
studious   habits  of   constant  reading   and 
writing,  together  with  the  vast  variety  of 
concerns  both  public  and  domestic,  which 
pressed  upon  his  mind,  would   soon  have 
told  upon  a  frame  even  more  robust  than 
his.     It  appears  that  in  the  course  of  the 
year  1726,  he  first  began  seriously  to  com- 
plain, for  in  that  year  we  find  his  friend 
colonel  Blackadder  inviting  him  to  Stirling^ 
by  way  of  relaxation  and  for  the  recovery  of 
his  health;  and  farther  recommending  air 
and  exercise  on  horseback,  as  among  the 
most  likely  restoratives.  It  is  interesting  to  see 
the  affectionate  sympathy  of  his  friends  on 
this  occasion.     His  correspondent  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Mack,  minister  of  Terr^les,  after 
noticing  the  symptoms  of  his  disorder,  and 
strongly  recommending  a  trial  of  the  Bath 
waters,  thus  expresses  himself:  "  Your  letter 
does  signify  to  me  you  arc  yielding  too  much 
to  despondence.     I  hope  you  will  guard 
against  melancholy,  the  fruit  of  too  much 
confinement.     None  tliat  love  our  cause 
will  neglect  to  have  sympathy  with  you, 
and  if  my  letters  can  divert  you,  you  shall 
always  have  the  use  of  them.     I  am  sorry 
for  your  affliction.     I  hope  you  bear  it 
patiently,  and  study  a  resignation  to  the 
will  of  God.     My  advice  is,  you  divert  from 
all  study  as  much  as  possible,  and  if  you 
can  go  out,  preach  to  your  people,  though 
you  do  not  write :  it  will  ease  your  mind. 
Suffer  not  your  spirits  to  sink.     IVepare 
to  go  to  the  Bath,  or  to  some  mineral  water.'* 
**  I  saw,*'  says  Mr.  John  Erskine,  afterwards 
professor  of  Scots  law,  and  the  father  of 
the  late  venerable  Dr.  Erskine  of  Edinburgh, 
"  I  saw  Mr.  Warner  (of  Irvine)  this  night 
with  my  father  (colonel  Erskine)  who  came 
to  town  this  evening.    Fm  exceedingly  con- 
cerned to  hear  from  him  that  your  trouble 
is   not  abated;   and  though   1*11  make  no 
promises,  I  may  venture  to  say  this,  that  if 
I  was  to  follow  my  inclinations,  I  would  be 
at  Eastwood  this  spring,  to  bear  you  com- 
pany for  ^ome    days    in    your    distress." 
(Ediubur^,  \5lVv  J\wvv\ary,  1726.)     "  I  am 
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hcjitily  sorry"  says  Mr.  Walter  Stewart 
*  to  hear  by  yours,  that  your  indisposition 
still  continues.  I  pray  God  may  restore 
you  to  your  wonted  health,  and  preserve 
you  a  Listing  blessing  to  your  friends  and 
charge."     (January  19th,  1726.) 

It  is  not  unlikely  that  Mr.  Wodrow  took 
the  advice  of  his  friends  in  regard  to  his 
health,  but,  although  he  so  far  recovered  as 
to  be  able  to  go  on  with  his  usual  labours 
for  several  years  ader  this  period;  it  does 
not  appear  that  he  ever  completely  recovered 
his  former  strength.  A  species  of  rheuma- 
tism or  gout  seems  to  have  given  him  great 
uneasiness,  while  it  occasioned  many  inter- 
ruptions in  his  favourite  studies.  In  the 
latter  end  of  the  year  1731,  a  small  swell- 
ing appeared  on  his  breast,  which  gradually 
increased  till  April  1732,  when  an  unsuc- 
cessful attempt  was  made  to  remm'c  it  by 
caustic.  The  effect  on  his  bodily  frame  was 
very  injurious.  He  became  greatly  emaciated, 
and  gradually  declined  till  his  death,  which 
happened  on  the  21st  of  March,  1734,  in 
the  55th  year  of  his  age.  He  bore  this  long 
continued  distress  with  admirable  fortitude, 
and  unabated  piety.  The  faith  of  the  gospel 
supported  his  mind  "  in  perfect  peace ;"  and 
he  gave  a  testimony  in  his  practical  ex- 
perience to  the  elHcacy  of  those  holy  truths, 
which  he  had  preached  so  faithfully,  and 
viniHcatcd  so  nobly  by  his  writings.  His 
ilying  scene  was  tnily  edifying.  The  day 
l)efore  his  death,  he  gathered  his  children 
siround  his  bed,  gave  each  of  them  his  dying 
blessing,  with  counsels  suitable  to  their  age 
and  circumstances.  The  two  youngest  boys, 
(James,  afterwards  minister  of  Stevenston, 
and  Alexander  who  died  in  America,)  were 
Iwth  under  four  years  of  age  at  this  time, 
aiiJ  of  coiurse  too  young  to  understand  and 
feel  those  marks  of  his  affection ;  yet  afler 
the  example  of  the  venerable  patriarch, 
(Oen.  xlviii.  15.)  he  drew  them  near  to  him, 
laid  his  hands  upon  their  heads,  and  devoutly 
prayed,  "  that  the  God  of  his  fathers,  the 
An^el  who  had  redeemed  him  from  all  evil, 
would  bless  the  lads."  He  carried  with 
him  to  the  grave  the  affectionate  regrets  of 
a  strongly  attached  people ;  of  a  large  circle 
«if  friends  ;  and  of  the  whole  church  of  God. 
His  death  was  felt  as  a  public  loss;  and  the 


removal  of  buch  a  man  in  the  critical  state 
of  the  church  of  Scotland  at  the  time,  was 
felt  as  a  severe  dispensation  of  the  Almiglity. 
His  growing  infirmities  had  prevented  him 
from  taking  any  part  in  the  disputes  which 
had  just  arisen  relative  to  the  secession. 
His  views  were  directed  to  a  better  countr}' ; 
and  the  rising  troubles  of  the  church  mili- 
tant on  earth,  led  hmi  to  pant  with  greater 
ardour  of  spirit  afler  the  serenity  and  peace 
of  the  church  triumphant  in  heaven. 

Mr.  Wodrow  was  married  in  the  end  of 
1708,  to  Margaret  Warner,  grand  daughter 
of  the  venerable  William  Guthrie  of  Fen- 
wick,  author  of  the  "  Trial  of  a  Saving 
Interest  in  Christ ;"  and  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  Patrick  Warner  of  Ardeer,  Ayrshire, 
and  minister  t£  Irvine;  a  man  who  had 
borne  his  full  share  in  the  troubles  of  the 
persecuting  era,  and  whose  name  stands 
deservedly  high  among  the  worthies  of  our 
church.  Mrs.  Wodrow  was  the  widow  of 
Mr.  Ebenezer  Veitch,  youngest  son  of  the 
celebrated  Mr.  William  Veitch  of  Dumfries ; 
and  a  young  minister  of  uncommon  piety. 
He  was  settled  minister  at  Ayr,  in  170.'i; 
and  died  af^er  a  short  but  severe  illness, 
when  attending  his  duty  at  the  assembly 
commission  hi  Edinburgh,  December,  1700. 
His  wife,  aflerwards  Mrs.  Wodrow^  was  a 
lady  remarkable  at  once  for  personal  accom- 
plishments, and  for  exalted  piety ;  she  had 
sixteen  children  to  Mr.  Wodrow,  nine  of 
whom  with  their  mother,  survived  their 
venerable  parent.  The  following  is  a  brief, 
but  authentic  account  of  the  family. — There 
were  surviving  at  the  time  of  the  historian^s 
death,  four  sons,  and  J!ce  daughters.  The 
eldest  son,  Robert,  was  his  successor  in  the 
parish  of  Eastwood,  but  retired  from  tho 
charge  by  reason  of  bad  health,  and  other 
infirmities.  He  was  twice  married,  and  had 
six  or  seven  children.  His  eldest  son  settled 
early  in  America,  and  his  only  surviving 
daughter  went  there  also  aliout  20  years 
ago,  with  her  husband  and  family.  The 
second  son,  Peter,  was  minister  at  Tar- 
bolton ;  married  the  youngest  diuighter  of 
Mr.  Balfour  of  Pilrig,  near  Edinburgh ;  and 
left  one  son.  His  third  son,  Jnmcs,  became 
minister  of  Stevenston ;  married  Mi«ia 
Hamilton,  di\\\g\\tcT  o^  "NVt.  Ci\iN\tv  Wwv\\ 
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ton,  a  difdnguished  bookseller  in  Edin- 
burgb,  and  son  of  Bir.  William  Hamilton, 
professor  of  diyinity,  and  afterwards  prin- 
cipal of  the  college  of  Edinburgh ;  and  left 
one  dau^ter.  Miss  Wodrow,  now  residing 
at  Saltcoats  in  the  parish  of  Ardrossan. 
Wm  fourth  won^  Alexander,  settled  in  America, 
>ad  an  estate  there,  and  died  about  the  end 
of  the  first  American  war.  After  the  death 
of  the  historian  his  widow  and  dau^ters 
lived  in  Glasgow,  and  were  much  respected 
for  their  enlightened  piety,  and  agreeable 
manners.  Mrs.  Wodrow  died  in  1759; 
leaving  belund  her  in  her  enunently  Christian 
euimple,  a  legacy  to  her  fiunily,  &r  more 
valuable  than  all  that  the  wealth  of  India 
can  oomniand.  After  her  death,  the  eldest 
dsughter,  Mary,  acted  as  the  head  of  the 
family,  and  managed  its  concerns  with  great 
prudence  and  discretion.  She  was  confined 
mostly  to  bed  seven  years  before  her  death, 
and  cothibited  to  all  around  her,  a  distin- 
gmshed  pattern  of  dieerfol  resignation  and 
fifdy  hope.  The  second,  Margaret,  was 
married  to  Mr.  IKggar,  minister  of  Kirk- 
oswald,  and  left  four  daugjhters ;  the  youngest 
of  whom  is  at  present  the  amiable  spouse 
of  Mr.  Iii^Ms^  the  worthy  pastor  of  the 
parish.  The  third  daughter,  Marion,  kept 
house  with  her  brother  at  Stevenston,  till 
his  marriage,  when  she  returned  to  her 
sisters  in  Glasgow,  whom  she  attended  with 
afiecttonate  care  through  life  and  in  death. 
She  had  a  literary  turn;  corresponded  in 
the  magaiines  of  the  day ;  and  wrote  some 
popular  Scotch  songs,  a  small  collection  of 
wldch  are  still  extant  in  manuscript.  The 
fourth  daughter,  Janei,  was  a  most  siEigular 


character  in  those  days,  though  Mrs.  Fr}% 
and  some  other  distinguished  daughters  of 
benevolence  in  modem  times,  render  her 
character  not  so  uncommon  now.  Her 
days  and  nights  were  devoted  to  the  poor, 
to  whom  she  gave  her  personal  but  unosten- 
tatious attendance,  as  her  deeds  were  not 
known,  even  to  her  sisters,  till  after  her 
death.  She  visited  the  haunts  of  the  poor, 
the  sick,  the  hdpless,  and  the  dying ;  and 
kindly  ministered  both  to  their  temporal 
comforts,  and  thdr  spiritual  welfiare.  She 
died  at  the  early  age  of  forty,  and  her 
funeral  was  attended  by  an  unusual  crowd 
of  afflicted  mourners.  The  youngest 
dau^ter,  Martha,  died  early,  afler  a  long 
course  of  very  infirm  health,  daring  which 
she  exhibited  much  anuable  and  Christian 
resignation. — The  survi>'ing  wiale  represen- 
tative of  the  ftunily  in  this  country,  is  Mr. 
Wodrow  of  MauchUne,  Ayrshire ;  whose  son 
WilUam  is  at  present  the  accomplished  and 
pious  pastor  of  the  Scots  church.  Swallow- 
street,  London. 

Mr.  Wodrow's  mortal  remains  lie  interred 
in  the  church-yard  of  Eastwood,  where  no 
stone  as  yet  appears  to  mark  the  sacred 
deposite.  Be  it  so.  **  The  memory  of  the 
Just  is  blessed,"  and  to  our  venerable  eccles- 
iastical Ifistorian,  may  the  sublime  words  of 
the  Apocalypse  be  emphatically  applied— 
**  Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the 
Lord,fiom  henceforth ;  yea,  saith  the  Spirit, 
they  rest  firom  their  labours,  and  their  works 
dojbllow  them** 


R.B. 


PaiMkg,  Janway  Ittk,  1889. 
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Faox  the  Toliiminouii  and  Taluable  correii»oDd- 
*nee  of  the  Historian  ttill  in  MS.  we  have 
•elected  a  feir  epedmnii  fbr  the  gratification 
»f  our  reiMlrn. 

Lima  I. 

TV  Jfr,    George  JJtdpaik,  JLondon,  in  rtplp  to 
l&e  Idlan  imerUd  t«  the  botfy  of  tk»  Mmoir, 

I>earSir, 

When  I  had  answered  yours  of  the  Sd.,  and 
HTBi  waiting  an  oppertanity  to  send  it  to  yoo, 
[  am  iavoured  with  yoori  of  tlie  lOtb  of  August, 
nrhich  is  a  new  tye  laid  on  me ;  and  our  com- 
mon firiend  the  Principal  of  Glasgow  (Stirling) 
idls  me,  I  shall  haye  an  occasion  of  sending 
ny  answers  to  both  these  safe  to  you  by  some 
lequnlutances  of  yours  to  be  in  this  country  in 
k  few  days. 

I  Ibryot  in  my  former  to  desire  you»  when 
fVQ.  got  aecess  to  the  Secretary's  office,  particn- 
lariy  to  looli  after  that  letter  of  the  king  in  the 
time  of  the  Pentland  executions,  ordering  a  stop 
to  be  put  to  the  executions.  It  is  December 
Id66.  It  is  generally  believed  here,  that  such  a 
lettar  wm  writ,  and  came  to  tlie  Archbishop  of 
St.  Andrews  as  President  of  the  Couneil  in  tiie 
Chancellor's  absence,  and  that  he  lupt  it  up  till 
I  good  many  more  were  execute. 

No  doubt  you  may  fall  upon  a  great  many 
Important  papers  there,  which  we  can  have  n<» 
sceess  to  here,  and  yon  are  fully  able  to  judge 
which  of  them  will  l>e  proper  for  the  design  of 
the  History  of  the  Sufferings :  and  what  are  not 
liere,  you  will  Icnow  by  my  papers,  in  which  I 
took  care  to  insert  every  thing  of  importance  ( 
found  in  the  registers ;  and  1  shall,  as  soon  as 
occasion  offers,  and  I  have  your  address,  send  up 
some  more  of  them  to  you. 

It  is  most  certain,  our  History,  since  the  Re- 
formation, is  not  writt  as  were  to  l>e  wished. 
A  griaX  many  very  considerable  discoveries  have 
been  made  since  the  Revolution,  and  some  before ; 
Which  Buchanan,  Knox,  and  Calderwood,  had 
«iot  an;ess  to  know ;  and  many  helps  are  now  in 
our  hands  these  good  men  had  not.  Besides, 
we  have  a  long  blank  from  the  death  of  James 
the  Vlth.  to  this  day,  during  which  InterYBi  we 
bare  aothing  of  a  History,     But  I  newer  enter- 


tained any  thouglitt  of  beginning  so  iiigb,  or 
essaying  any  thing  like  a  eompleto  History.  The 
account  of  our  Sufferings  from  the  Restoration  to 
the  Revolution,  was  truly  too  much  for  my  share, 
and  only  undertaken  with  a  view  to  set  matters 
under  a  Just  light  as  to  Presbyterians'  Softr- 
ing%  and  not  to  !»  a  eompleto  History  otmi  of 
that  very  period.  Indeed*  there  was  littlo  tkiii;; 
else  but  oppression,  barbarity,  and  perfidy,  in 
tliat  black  interval ;  and  the  account  of  Presby- 
terians' Sufferings  is  almost  all  that  a  Churdi 
Historian  has  fbr  his  inbjeet  fbr  these  88  years. 
Wherefore^  despairing  afanoet  to  see  any  tolenble 
History  of  our  chorch,  and  having  my  spirit  a 
little  stirred  with  the  thooghto  that  pottoriCy 
would  not  credit  the  one  half  ol  what  waa  fiict, 
and  that  since  the  Revolution  we  have  been  so 
much  in  the  wrong  to  ourselves,  the  cause  we 
own,  and  our  children.  In  not  giving  tha  world 
some  Tiew  of  what  this  diurch  anderwvnt  Ibr 
religion,  reformation  rights*  and  the  caaio  •f 
liberty;  and  likewaya  tha  vile  aapetaionaof  our 
malignant  and  Jacobite  enemies,  who  will  be  a 
dead  weight  on  the  government  as  well  as  this 
church,  if  not  looiced  after; — wants  not  its 
weight.  These  things  made  me  essay  a  work 
of  this  nature. 

Sometimes  I  liave  thought,  the  History  of  this 
Cliurch  is  too  vast  a  field  for  ooa  man  to  onter 
upon,  unless  he  could  give  himself  wholly  to 
it ;  and  could  it  Iw  parcelled  out  in  its  different 
periods  among  proper  persons,  It  would  certoinly 
be  the  best  way  of  doing  it.  Ton  see,  the  black 
part,  I  dou*fc  well  know  how,  hath  come  among 
my  hands. 

Far  he  It  from  me  to  dissuade  you  from  what 
you  propow  In  your  last,  of  completing  our  His- 
tory. Since  I  heard  of  your  design  of  continuing 
Buchanan,  I  still  reckoned  you  had  your  heart 
on  this  necessary  work;  and  I  was  extremely 
pleased  to  hear  it  was  among  your  hands,  and 
grieved  that  other  things  had  so  long  diverted 
you  from  It.  We  must  certainly  do  things  as 
we  can,  when  they  are  not  like  to  Im  as  we 
would,  in  a  time  when  the  public  interests  are 
but  too  little  regarded ;  and  I  beseech  you  to  go 
on  to  do  all  you  can  lYua  wv{  tot  -^omt  ixivAVwci- 
church  and  country. 

If  ever  my  History  o£  lYi^  ^^«i\n^  ^o\\\^  \ 
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any  b««ring,  so  as  friviida  tliiiik  it  worth  the 
publi«hiug,  it  will  shorten  your  work  from  the 
Restoration  to  the  IlevoIulio;i.  The  debi^^n  of 
it  being  precisely  upon  the  Sufferings,  I  can 
scarce  think  it  will  be  out  of  the  road  to  publish 
it  separately  when  ready  for  that ;  and  I  wish  it 
may  stir  up  others  to  give  us  the  other  branches 
of  our  History  we  need  so  much. 

You  may  assure  yourself  of  tlie  outmost  assist- 
ance in  the  work  of  our  complete  History  I  am 
Ripable  to  give  you»  and  you  shall  want  nothing 
I  have  in  my  small  collection  this  way.  Since 
I  was  capable  of  remarking  this  lamentable  de- 
fect, I  stili  picked  up  any  thing  tliat  came  In  my 
vny  which  I  thought  might  give  light  to  our 
Historyy  without  any  thoughts  of  ever  being  In 
case  to  do  any  thing  myself;  but  mostly  from  an 
Athenian  spirit,  and,  I  hope,  some  regard  to  the 
SnCereats  of  this  church  and  the  Reformation ; 
and  if^  you  desire,  you  shall  have  a  complete  list 
of  what  I  have  got  in  my  hands  this  way. 

In  your  former  letter  you  desired  to  know 
what  is  l>scoine  of  3Ir.  Crawford  and  Mr. 
SempUl*s  Histories,  and  I  shall  give  you  what 
I  know  anent  them.  Mr.  Crawford  was  my 
immediate  predecessor  in  this  congregation,  and 
a  xealoos,  worthy,  and  diligent  person,  fur 
whom  I  shall  still  have  a  great  value.  His 
History  I  read  over  many  years  ago.  I  hear 
nothing  of  his  son,  who  is  co-presbyter  with 
mSf  his  publislUng  it  now,  these  sevei-al  years. 
Ttie  largest  half  of  it,  as  far  as  our  printed  his- 
torians gOk  contains  not  much,  which  I  observed, 
distinct  from  them,  except  a  few  remarks  upon 
Spotswood  liere  and  there.  Neither  do  I  remem- 
ber, and  I  talked  with  its  author  upon  his  ma- 
tirials,  that  he  had  any  papers  of  that  time  come 
to  his  hands,  distinct  from  our  printed  histo- 
rians, except  Scot  of  Coupar,  and  the  MSS.  of 
C'alderwood,  at  Glasgow;  and  I  dont  remember 
if  his  many  infirmities  of  body  suffered  him  to 
go  through  them  all  either.  Thi:i  made  me 
advise  his  son  to  shorten  that  part  of  his  father's 
work,  and  give  us  only  an  abstract  of  the  History 
already  in  print,  referring  to  the  authors  and 
principal  papers  in  them,  which  would  have 
reduced  the  first  volume  to  a  few  sheets ;  and  to 
intersperse  a  good  many  thini^s  that  have  not 
yet  l>een  published.  But  nothing  of  thiit  is  yet 
done  so  far  as  I  know. 

After  king  James*  death,  Mr.  Crawford  is 
very  short  till  the  1GS7;  and  from  thence  to  the 
lamentable  division,  16aO,  he  gives  a  very  dis- 
tinct and  large  account  of  matters,  which  I 
heartily  wi:«h  had  been  long  since  publiiihed. 
Indeed,  his  styh'  nt>eds  to  bu  hrlpi>d  vpry  much  : 
hut  he  hath  many  valuable  thin^N,  and  a  frood 
manyof  them  from  Mr.  Robert  Bailliit's  Letters, 
which  I  shall  speak  somewhat  of  bi-torn  I  ni--'. 
JI0  ovet'it^Hps  Trnm  Ki/K)  to  the  Restnraiioii,  sis 
uaUt  to  be  lakvtl  iutn  at  r/n*  Kt'volusion,  and  a 


lililr  after  it  when  he  wrote,  lest  these  nnhiifipy 
divisions  sliould  kindle  again  by  dipping  into 
them,  Fivni  the  Restoration  to  Ilothwell,  wlitTe 
he  endrt,  he  huth  not  completed ;  and  there  are 
but  a  few  hints  of  things  which  he  would  no 
doubt  have  extended,  haid  he  been  spared  to 
finish  the  work. 

What  Mr.  Semple  hat!i  done  I  cannot  give 
you  so  good  an  acroiint  of,  having  never  seen  any 
]iart  of  it.  He  tuld  me  about  a  year  ago,  that  he 
had  the  first  volinup,  if  my  memory  fail  me  not, 
to  the  union  of  the  crowns,  perfected,  and  reiidy 
for  the  press ;  and  that  he  de.signed  speedily  to 
publish  it.  But  since  I  hear  nothing  of  it.  This 
I  know,  he  hath  had  very  great  advantages  in 
point  of  material.  One  night  I  was  his  guest, 
and  he  let  me  si*e  a  vast  many  papers,  upwards 
of  thirty  quire,  he  had  caused  copy  out  of  the 
Bodleian  and  Cotton  libraries,  and  other  collec- 
tions in  England.  I  looked  over  an  Index  of 
them  he  hud  formed,  and  found  they  related 
mostly  to  our  civil  affairs.  Besides  this,  I  know 
he  hath  got  great  assistances  from  Sir  Jamvs 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Roliert  Sibbald,  Mr.  Jamps 
Anderson,  and  others  about  Edinburgh ;  but  I 
imagine  they  relate  mostly  to  the  period  lyefore 
the  union  of  the  crowns.  What  his  materials 
are  since,  I  (^annot  say;  only  I  know  he  hath 
had  the  ad^-antage  of  Mr.  BalIIie*s  Letters.  I 
showed  him  a  list  of  what  papers  I  then  had  rela- 
tive to  our  History,  and  it  i^tw  but  very  few  of 
them  he  had  met  with,  and  he  designed  to  come 
and  stay  some  weeks  with  me,  and  go  through 
them :  but  though  this  be  six  or  seven  yean 
since,  I  have  not  had  the  benefit  of  his  company. 
He  knows  of  my  design  upon  the  Sufferings, 
and  has  had  a  copy  of  the  fii'st  part  from  the 
Restoration  to  IVnlland,  to  ri*ad,  and  presses  rae 
to  go  on.  This  h  all  I  know  a  doing  here  as  to 
our  History.  And  after  all,  I  am  ot  i»pinion, 
you  ought  to  go  on  in  your  design.  If  you 
should  be  prevented  by  another  well  writt  His- 
tory, I  promise  myself  it  will  he  satisfying  to 
you  ;  and  if  not,  it  were  good  to  have  things  in 
readiness,  and  still  be  going  on. 

It  is,  perhaps,  too  much  for  me  to  propose  any 
thing  upon  the  method  of  this  work  to  one  wh* 
is  so  good  a  judge,  and  hath  far  more  ripeness  in 
this  matter  than  I  ran  pretend  to.  But  ac- 
cording to  my  plain  rough  way  with  my  frlendi. 
I  just  dash  down  what  strikes  me  in  the  bend 
when  writing.  In  an  Introduction,  I  would 
have  the  matter  of  our  Cnldees  handled,  whii  h 
I  own  nobwly  yet  hath  done  to  any  purpose, 
save  the  hints  Sir  James  Dalrymple  hath  given 
us  in  his  collections ;  and  yet  I  am  assured  l>y 
'  one  who  hius  consider<Ml  this  matter,  and  undcr- 
Ktan-.Iii  that  old  piirt  of  our  History  as  well  as 
jiny  In  this  cmmtry,  that  much  more  roiijht  be 
gathere<l  about  them;  and  I  am  assured,  Mr. 
1  Aivlerwm,  out  Gcii«tv\  Tw\-\fvwiAcr,  wlinzn   1 
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ppoM  you  know,  li.itli  made  some  valiiable  j 
Ivances  with  ri^ard  to  them.  I  take  them  to 
iVe  entertained  a  noble  struggle^  not  only  for 
liglon  and  its  parity,  Ajpiinst  Romv,  but  eren 
r  liberty,  against  the  encroachments  of  our 
inces;  and  I  sometimes  fancy,  that  brave 
lanly  temper  that  appeared  before  and  after  the 
Leformation,  and  till  the  union  of  the  crowos» 
non^  Scotsmen,  was  in  part  owing  to  them, 
nd  the  seed*  and  principles  they  left  before  their 
tter  cxtirpstion ;  of  which  you  have  given  so 
iM>d  evidences  from  our  old  constitution  in  the 
tloafale  paper  you  published  about  the  1708. 

As  to  the  period  from  the  Reformation  to  the 
nioa  of  the  crowns,  I  would  not  be  for  repriut- 
ig  much  of  what  we  have  already  in  Calder- 
rood  and  Knox,  (whom  I  should  have  begun 
rith)  Petrie  and  Spotswood.  The  line  and 
iread  of  matter  of  fact  would  be  continued,  and 
sferenAes  for  fuller  accounts  made  to  them, 
tut  1  wish  the  unlucky  turns  that  Spotswood 
ivn  to  matters,  and  the  facts  which,  as  a  com- 
lete  party  man,  he  suppresseth,  were  to  be  taken 
otice  of,  and  his  disingnnuity  exposed ;  which 
ou  will  be  in  case  to  do  from  the  (VI SS.  of  his 
DU  hare.  Besides  the  large  MSii.  of  Calder- 
rood,  you  may  have  considerable  helps  in  this 
eriod  from  several  accounts  writt  in  that  time, 
Dd  before  king  James'  death.  I  have  Mr. 
■inea  Melvils  Memoirs,  of  forty  or  fifty  nheet ; 
nother  History,  said  tabs  Mr.  John  Davidson's, 
boat  thirty  sheet;  Mr.  John  Forbes*  Account 
f  the  AHembly  at  Aberdeen,  and  the  trial  of 
ie  ministers  at  Linlithgow,  with  the  reasonings 
t  full  length,  about  twenty  sheet;  Mr.  John 
low  of  Camock's  History,  which  is  pretty 
tfge,  and  contains  many  valuable  hints  as  to 
!ie  lives  and  characters  of  our  ministers  and 
them,  before  the  union  of  the  crowns,  I  have 
ot  met  with  elsewhere.  Tou  have  Mr.  Scot 
f  Coupar's  Apologeticnl  Narration;  and  the 
Authentic  Acts  of  Assembly.  Balfour's  Annals 
re  at  Glasgow,  but  it  is  mostly  as  to  civil  mat- 
*rs.  I  have  just  now  got  copies  of  a  good  many 
'tters  'twixt  queen  Elizabeth  and  king  James, 
rliich  Sir  James  Balfour  doubled  of  the  origi- 
als,  with  some  other  papers  relative  to  that 
ime.  I  have  likewise  a  large  History  from  the 
leformation  to  the  1610,  writt  at  that  time,  I 
now  not  by  whom,  of  near  two  hundred  sheet, 
rhich  is  only  ecclesiastical,  and  has  the  proceed- 
igs  of  our  Assemblies  imbodied  with  it ;  and 
Archibald  Simnon,  minliiter  at  Dalkeith,  his 
innaleM  JEcclesia:  ScoticaHa,  written  in  a  noble 
tyle  of  Latin,  about  thirty  sheet.  [t  reaches 
rom  the  Reformation  to  king  James'  death. 

There  are  some  hiiilM,  not  despit'dMc,  in  Mr. 
{lair  and  Livingston's  Life  for  the  iM*ri<Ml  'twixt 
be  l(>e5  to  the  1037.  And  in  the  ](>:i7-8-4),  we 
ave  great  numbi^ry  of  fnifwr^,  HHrrntivt^i,  aiiil 
wUrortraiciif  alMttit  the  fyvnivf  Jhok.     I  iiavc  ' 


the  Proceedings  of  the  Assemblies  l(i3B  and  16S9, 
with  the  reasonings  at  gmt  length,  twenty  to 
thirty  sheet  e  ich.  From  thence  to  the  1860, 
there  is  no  want  of  materials.  I  have  the  Auto- 
graph Acts  of  Assembly  from  the  lG4fi  to  1646, 
in  two  folios,  but  wanting  some  leaves.  Th« 
rest  of  them  are  at  Edinburgh  with  the  Regis. 
ten  of  the  Commission.  I  have  a  large  ac- 
count of  the  Assembly  at  Aberdeen,  1640  or  1G41. 
Bishop  Guthrie's  Account  of  this  period  is 
printed ;  and  I  have  Sir  James  Turner's  remarks 
upon  him,  which  are  but  sliort.  A  valuable 
MS.  is  lately  come  to  my  hand%  which  was  onre 
in  Mr.  Robert  Douglas's  possession,  A  History 
of  the  Church  and  State  of  Scotland,  from  the 
1696  to  1647,  upwards  of  one  hundred  sheet.  In 
a  fair  hand;  and  two  volumes  in  folio,  entitled, 
«  Register  of  Letters,  Actings,  and  Proceedings,** 
from  1654  to  1661,  copied  by  Mr.  Ker.  the  church 
clerk.  It  contains  nothing  but  copies  of  letters 
'twixt  our  Scots  noblemen  and  ministers,  and 
Cromwell  and  the  English  managers  and  minis- 
ters. It  came  to  me  only  within  this  fortnight ; 
and  I  can  only  say.  It's  a  rich  treasure.  Out  of 
it  I  hope  to  get  some  considerable  accounts  of  the 
overturning  of  our  religion  and  liberty  at  the 
Restoration.  The  two  volumes  will  contain 
about  five  hundred  sheet. 

After  the  Restoration  I  mind  nothing  save  Mr. 
Kirkton's  MS.  History,  which  I  have,  and  it 
was  of  ose  to  me  as  far  as  he  goes,  which  is  only 
to  BothwelL  Thus  you  have  a  list  of  what  Is 
in  my  hands.  I  have  forgot  what  I  reckon  the 
roost  valuable  thing  we  have  remaining  'twixt 
the  16S8  and  1660,  and  that  Is,  four  large  folloa 
of  Mr.  Robert  Baillie's  Letters,  and  the  most 
considerable  public  papers,  not  in  print,  inter- 
spersed, which  I  liave  by  me,  from  his  grand- 
children. He  wrote  almost  every  post  when  In 
England,  and  you  know  he  was  much  there 
from  the  1641  to  1648,  and  he  gives  the  best  ac- 
count of  the  Assembly  at  Westminster  I  ever  saw. 

Wherein  I  can  be  helpful  to  you  tnm  any  of 
these  you  may  freely  command  ine,  and  I  shall 
most  cJicerfuUy  communicate  with  you  copies  of 
any  of  them  that  are  my  own,  or  copy  for  my- 
self, and  extracts  out  of  others  of  them  in  any 
point  you  desire  to  be  satisfied  in ;  and  I'll  pre- 
sume you'll  not  grudge  me  c»»pies  of  any  things 
you  have  that  are  communic  ble ;  and  as  large 
an  account  as  you  can  give  me  of  the  MSS.  Bn>l 
papers  in  your  hands.  My  I^iord  Wurrlston^s 
papers,  if  they  be  his  Diary,  which  I  am  told  is 
in  his  son's  hands,  were  I  as  loose  footed  as  I 
have  been,  I  could  come  to  London  to  have  the 
ben«'fit  of  reading  it,  not  so  much  for  the  historl- 
ral  liint.s,  which  no  doubt  nrc  valuable,  but  esp^ 
cially  for  liis  roIiKion.  and  clow*  livin^r  ivilh  his 
God,  and  his  rare  experiences  in  prayiT.  I  have 
a  nood  uiauy  of  Im  V.U»*th  m\A  v^V^^*  \i^»>^^^V% 
unhappy  •\ilT«'r»'iK»*».  m  M^^ 
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To  be  fun  hj  this  time  I  hare  wearied  yon 
wiftk  two  loffif  ecnwb.  I  Teiy  mnch  lon^  to 
hear  lirom  you,  and  will  aeeore  myaelf  you  can- 
not weary  meb  Principal  Scirllnf  trlli  me  yon 
are  beginning  the  Atlai  for  Scotland,  and  if  I 
oaii  give  you  any  aaeistanoe  from  a  eollcction  I 
nude  long  since  of  foadls  and  formed  etonce, 
eiiriottt  enough  in  their  kinds,  I  gathered  here- 
abouts, and  some  Roman  coins  and  instrnments, 
in  my  bands,  dug  up  hrre^  they  shall  be  com- 
muniente  to  you.  1  must  break  off  with  my 
bmt  wishes  that  you  may  be  prcoenred  in  health 
long  to  be  useful  for  your  God  and  country  ;— 
and  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  most  sincerely  and  affeo- 
tioiutely. 

Sept.  23,  1717. 

LETTSa  II. 

To  tkt  Rev.  Mr,  James  Hart,  one  of  the  MUh- 
ter$  of  Edinburgh, 

R.  D.  B. 
I  wasmurh  pleased  to  hsTe  another  letter  from 
you  the  4th  of  Oct.  though  it  contains  a  reproof. 
You  have  writt  so  seldom  thcas  ten  or  twelve 
months,  that  1  foncied  yon  had  some  other  from 
whom  ynu  expected  accounts  of  matters  here ; 
and  when  I  am  for  some  time  out  of  tiie  road  of 
writing,  1  6nd  myself  ready  to  foi^get  my  friends 
ev4n  when  matter  offers,  which  makes  me  ear- 
firstly  wish  to  have  my  correspondence  with  you 
XAore  stated  and  customary.  I  know  well  you  ran 
never  want  matter,  though  many  times  I  may. 

'lite  vbitors  of  the  College,  in  September,  de^ 
clarsd  the  election  of  a  new  Rector  irrpgular  and 
unwarrantable;  admonished  Mr.  Dick,  one  of 
the  Regents,  to  be  mors  diligent  in  his  work ; 
and  received  and  read  a  paper  of  grievances 
Against  the  Principal,  but  went  through  only 
two  artldes  of  them :  the  firnt  about  a  bond  of 
2500  merku,  which  was  paid  in  the  time  of  the 
confosloos  at  Glasgow  in  the  framing  of  the 
Union,  and  no  dbtinct  acrount  can  be  given  of 
tlis  money.  It  lands  oa  Mr.  Law  and  the  Prin- 
cipal. All  the  masters  who  signed  the  accmnpts 
that  year  are  found  liable  to  the  College,  and  ro 
have  their  relief  as  law  accords.  The  other 
article  was  an  act  of  faculty,  excluding  ^Ir. 
lA>udon  from  meddling  with  the  College  ac- 
compts,  because  of  some  things  he  insisted  on 
before  he  would  engage  in  approving  or  disap- 
proving them,  in  which  the  rest  would  not  yield. 
This  act  is  rescinded,  llie  management  of 
affairs,  till  a  new  Rector  be  chosen,  at  the  ordi- 
nary time  noxt  year,  as  to  their  tacks,  accounts, 
&c.  is  committed  to  the  Principal,  Professor  of 
Divinity,  and  Dean  of  Faculty,  and  Mr.  Car- 
micharl  and  ^fr.  Ixiudon.  The  rest  of  the  griev- 
ances are  reserved  to  the  meeting  of  visitors  at 
Kdlnburgh,  OcL  S8tb.  None  of  the  sides,  they 
sajy  Mn  cntimly  plmued  at  what  is  donei  and  ^ 


therefore  such  as  pretend  to  be  indifefVDt  ay 
the  determination  Is  the  Juater.  But  the  mah 
points  ars  yet  to  come,  and  what  Is  done  is  pn. 
liminary. 

f  )ur  Synod,  hwt  week,  had  the  Pk^bytery  sf 
Glasgow's  reference  of  Mr.  Anderaon's  call  h- 
fore  them ;  the  Ministers*  reasons  of  dissent  sad 
the  Town's  answers  were  read,  and  the  Minis- 
ters* answers  to  them  heard,  viva  voce.  Tht 
advice  given  at  the  close  of  the  last  Synod,  wlini 
the  house  was  thin,  (to  All  from  Mr.  Anderson} 
was  disliked  by  the  Synod  now  when  full,  and 
it  was  agreed  not  lo  be  recorded.  It  appesred 
plain,  that  the  particular  and  general  Sessino 
were  for  Mr.  Anderson,  but  the  debate  ran  upon 
the  form  of  the  call.  The  Ministers  are  net 
named  In  It,  became  they  had  dissented.  Tbc 
Magistrates  call,  in  name  of  the  whole  town ;  and 
some  other  singularities  not  nsed  in  former  csHs. 
The  Ministers  disclaimed  a  negative,  and  yrt 
insisted  on  a  share  In  calling,  as  coUengnes.  Wt 
had  long  dobates  upon  the  nature  of  partkwbr 
and  gemerai  S^namg,  and  the  ministers  (eucpt 
Mr.  Clerk)  insisted  mostly  on  this  reason,  that 
the  general  Session,  not  the  particular  Sesdoo, 
were  the  proper  callers ;  whereas,  In  this  csse^ 
they  are  but  consenters,  becauie  whan  partkahr 
sessions  were  set  up,  I64(l,-the  power  of  raHing 
was  reserved  to  the  general  Session,  tOl  alterpd 
by  the  Assembly ;  and  allege  they  hare  still  been 
callers  since.  They  Insisted  further,  that  the 
particular  Session  being  but  nine  or  ten,  and  the 
Council  thirty-two^  if  the  power  of  calling  wen 
lodged  in  the  Council  as  heritors,  and  the  Session, 
the  last  would  still  be  overruled,  and  the  magis- 
trates might  bring  In  whom  they  pleased,  llic 
magistrates  declared  they  never  had  (nor  would) 
overruled  the  particular  Session ;  that  they  sf  in 
allowed  them  to  meet  and  agree  on  the  penoni 
to  be  called,  whom  they  had  still  agreed  to ;  And 
alleged  In  the  present  case,  both  the  Council, 
general  and  particular  Session,  were  agreed ;  and 
the  ministers,  by  their  standing  out,  were  essay- 
ing to  overrule  them  all.  The  vote  came  to  be 
stated,— «oncur  with  the  caD,  and  transmit  It  to 
the  Pre8b}'tery  of  Dumbarton,  or  refer  to  the 
Assembly ;  and  it  carried ;— concur  63 ;  refer  41; 
whereon  the  ministers  and  four  or  Ave  of  the 
Preebytcry  appealed  to  the  Assembly,  and  gave 
in  a  romplaint  vt^rhally  against  Mr.  Anderson, 
which  the  Syno<l  obliged  them  to  bring  in  in 
write,  signed,  to-morrow.  To  prevent  this,  a 
committee  for  peace  was  proposed  for  to-mor- 
row, whoheard  the  ministers  and  Mr.  Anderson 
upon  the  heads  of  the  affair,  but  in  vain ;  when 
their  complaint  was  given  in  in  Synod,  ai:d 
referred  to  the  next  Synod  to  be  considered.  It 
runs  all  on  Mr.  Anderson's  printed  letter  to 
IWdovan,  which  no  doubt  you  have :  the  min- 
isters deny  ail  tha  marginal  notea,  and  Mn 
Andcnon  oflcta  \»  \itvn^  W«m. 
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ou  haTe  an  answer  to  both  qoerica.  I 
t  to  our  brtthreo  ai  70a  deaira.  Pny 
au  acoount  of  that  ooldiar  in  Flandan 
occasion  to  sec  kin^  IVilliam  at  bis 
BTotionti  My  serrioe  to  Mr.  Flint* 
tadaren.  Write  frequently  to  me.  I 
•  you  in  NoTcmber.  I  am  yours  most 
tdy. 
mmI,  Oct.  8th,  1717. 

LnrxA  III. 

Mumti  Andermm,  Oemerai  Pati'maater 
for  ScctlamL 

lar  Sir, 

ith  the  utmost  pleasure  that  I  send  yott 
wo  were  talkinf  about,  P.  Ch.  Bap- 
» ;  one  of  James  the  I.  Tery  rare;  and 
if  James  the  II.  with  odd  hair  and 

1  asal  of  iTory  seems  to  hare  been  the 
a  belt.  It  was  found  in  a  grave  in  tlio 
frie.  I  read  SigiUumDueu^  but  can 
Biore* 

of  these  can  be  any  way  useful  to  you 
noble  design,  De  Rm  Diplomatieat  1*11 
Uy  pleased.  Ill  hare  a  ea^j  of  Mr. 
History  of  Saint  Andrews  for  you  as 
aay  be.  Any  other  MSS.  I  hare  you 
y  command  as  if  they  were  your  own. 
yon  get  Whiston*s  papers,  and  havo 
I  Bradbury's  Sermon,  1*11  be  fond  of 
1  of  any  other  Pamphlets  you  get  from 
irben  you  and  your  friends  bare  perused 

own  this  is  too  much  to  propose;  but 
ilaa  q>irit  malies  me  impudent. 

all,  allow  me  to  put  you  in  mind  of 
le  all  you  can  recollect  about  that  great 
Sawood.     I  am  Just  now  essaying  soms 

rum. 

of  my  humble  thanks  for  all  your 
nd  give  my  humble  duty  to  your  lady ; 
mpatient  to  hear  from  you.     I  am 

iod»  Nov.  19,  1717. 

Lettkr  IV. 
JamK  Trailf  Minhter  ai  Montrott. 

Feb.  27,  1718. 
D.  B. 

1  you  my  luiidest  thanks  for  your  com- 
ig  to  me  what  you  luiow  of  a  new  pro- 
lellion;  aiid  had  it  been  with  fewer 
it  had  been  so  much  the  more  kind.  I 
mts  from  aevcrul  other  places,  of  the 
lary  stirrings  of  the  Jacobites,  and  their 
especially  bince  our  wrath-like  divi- 
Mirt. 

a  little  after  harvesf^  that  I  wom  both 
ted,  andnJamjed,  with  suit  accoun  i  I  had 


(when  the  bird  was  flown,  and  no  reaching  him,) 
oi  m  Highland  man,  who  eame  into  a  country 
bouse  in  a  neighbour  parish,  in  habit  mean 
enough,  and  got  lodging.  There  happened  to 
be  a  Highland  servant  in  the  houses  and  acoord- 
Ing  to  their  clannish  way,  in  some  few  bovrs 
they  turned  very  big;  and  next  day  when  he 
went  ofl^  he  took  out  a  pock,  as  she  says,  which 
would  have  held  a  peck  of  meal,  full  oi  letters, 
and  told  her  be  was  eome  from  their  king,  and 
he  would  be  here  against  next  May  or  summer ; 
and  waa  going  to  their  frienda  In  the  Uigiilands, 
that  they  might  make  ready  far  him.  This  the 
servant  discovered  that  day  to  a  aister  of  hers  In 
great  concern,  but  too  late,  for  some  days  passed 
before  it  came  to  my  hands. 

When  our  unhappy  divisions  broke  out  in  a 
flame,  which,  by  a  line  ftvm  your  lirother  Wil- 
liam, I  And  some  in  that  country  take  for  a  poll* 
tick,  but  if  so,  it  is  from  hell  and  Rome ;  my 
fears  increased,  and  now  your  distinct  account 
of  matters  heightens  all  to  me.  I  have  not  got 
much  time  to  reflect  on  things  since  sending  my 
answer  with  our  friend.  We  have  been  sup- 
porting one  another  with  things  of  whkh  we 
are  not  good  judges :  the  good  terms  Spain  and 
king  George  are  In,  and  how  much  it  will  be 
against  the  Regent's  Interest,  who  appears  no 
great  bigot  to  any  religion,  to  oooni  ve  at  such  a  de- 
sign ;  with  ths  late  accounts  we  havs  of  Sweden's 
being  off  hie  former  pnjecta  and  on  a  new  lay. 

Theee  are  all  gueases,  and  scarce  eomv^,  and 
moral  prognoeticks  in  our  caae^  for  drmdfbl  Jodg- 
mentsb  I  own,  do  mors  than  outbalance  them. 
To  thoee  Indeed  I  have  no  anawer,  but  what 
for  my  share  I  tremble  to  misapply,  and  I  Hear 
we  have  too  little  obeerved  it,  and  I  am  sore  far 
lees  improved  it:  Its  Hosea  xl.  8.  «  I  will  not 
execute  the  fleroeness  of  mine  anger :  for  I  am 
God  and  not  man :  the  Holy  One  In  the  midst 
of  thee." 

I  am  ready  enough  to  hope^  that  our  Jacobites 
do  magnify  mattcn  and  all  they  can  to  support 
ons  another  in  their  wlckedncas;  especially  now 
that  they  have  so  promising  a  game  from  our 
own  divisions.  And  I  cannot  but  wonder  that 
the  government,  who  you  seem  to  apprehend  are 
apprised  of  the  danger,  do  not  thin>.  flt  to  take 
other  measures  ;  and  none  of  our  parliament 
men  come  down,  when  some  of  them  have  parts 
where  their  preeence  is  necessary. 

But  if  the  Lord  be  to  send  us  to  the  furnace^  our 
sins  are  great  enough  to  provoke  him  to  infatu- 
ate us,  and  leave  us  to  our  own  councils.  How- 
ever, Dear  11.  let  us  be  still  at  onr  proper  work, 
that  when  he  comes,  we  may  be  found  so  doing, 
and  e!«say  to  keep  np  onr  trembling  confidence 
in  Scotland's  God,  who,  I  hope  will  not  make 
nn  utter  end,  but  correct  na  \iime«&\it«. 

AU  the   impTovemenl  1  can  imSra  tX  -^wst 
accounts  is,  to  »t\r  up  myift\f>  wi^  aai  ^^  Ow5k* 
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pniTiiig  renuuuit  I  IwTCMoen  to^  to  aUnd  in  the 
gap,  and  mmmUlj  beg  yoa  maj  not  deepond,  nor 
fidat  under  yoar  maoy  dempe.  1  Imovr  jour 
■oal  is  among  fierce  lioni ;  and  I  assure  you,  you 
want  not  some  here  who  allow  themselves  to 
bear  burdens  with  you,  and  get  leave  to  do  it. 
I  fear  the  Lord  has  a  peculiar  reckoning  with 
the  west  of  Scotland,  and  we  may  come  as  soon 
to  feel  the  fruit  of  sin  as  you.  However  we  are 
in  God's  hands,  and  let  us  still  venture  our  all 
upon  him. 

1  have  some  letters  lately  tnmk  New  England 
and  Holland,  which  1  must  defer  till  my  next. 
Only  let  me  beseech  you  by  our  friendship  to 
write  as  soon  as  possible  again  with  all  freedom, 
and  to  write  as  frequently  as  may  be;  let  us  at 
least,  while  we  may,  have  the  satisfaction  of  un- 
bosoming ourselves  one  to  another.  Great  grace 
be  with  you.     I  am  yours  most  affectionately. 

LXTTBK  V. 
To  the  very  Reoermd  and  learmd  Cotton  Mather  ^ 
D.  of  2>.  and  Minister  of  the  Goapd  at  Boeton^ 
(N.  E.J 

R.  and  D.  Sir, 

Your  most  obliging  letter  of  the  4tb  day  of  the 
10th  month  came  to  my  hand  some  weeks  ago, 
with  the  valuable  packet  of  what  you  published 
since  I  had  the  favour  of  hearing  from  you. 

Tour  **  Malachi,"  with  its  companions,  were 
most  acceptable  to  my  lord  Pollock,  who  re- 
turned to  his  country-seat  here  some  weeks  ago, 
entered  into  his  70th  year,  and  is  very  much 
refreshed  with  yours  to  me,  and  gives  his  kindest 
respects  to  your  venerable  parent  and  yourself. 
He  is  much  weakened  through  his  dose  and 
conscientious  application  to  the  business  of  the 
nation ;  and  I  fear  we  shall  bt  in  some  little  time, 
may  it  be  late,  deprived  of  this  excellent  person. 

It  refreshes  my  spirit  to  find  your  hope  still 
continuing,  that  anon  we  shall  see  Joel's  pro- 
phecy fulfilled.  I  remember,  about  the  171S,  or 
thereby,  you  assured  me  Obadiah's  prophecy  was 
near  to  Its  execution  upon  the  highfliers,  and 
in  part  we  have  seen  it  verified ;  and  the  great 
thing  we  want  after  such  wonderful  deliverances^ 
you  have  so  graphically  described  in  your  Token 
for  Good,  is  the  downpouring  of  the  Spirit  fnim 
on  high.  May  it  be  hastened !  O  why  do  the 
chariot  wheels  of  our  Lord  tarry ! 

The  tendencies  in  popish  countries  to  diake  off 
the  yoke  of  popery,  are  indeed  very  remarkable ; 
and  we  have  strange  accounts  from  France, 
which,  I  persuade  myself,  you  have  from  better 
Itnuds  than  mine.  Sometimes  it's  damping  to 
me,  that  at  the  appearance  of  Jansenius,  there 
was  no  small  stir,  and  the  app^irances  of  a  break 
of  the  day  then,  yet  all  was  stopped  by  politicks, 
which  I  wiah  mnjrnot  be  the  event  of  the  prewent 
commotions  there  also. 


1  have  preiuimed  once  more  lo  pay  my  doly  ts 
your  ver>  reverend  and  exoelleat  parent  and 
enclosed  it  in  yours. 

Some  years  ago,  1  had  the  pleasure  of  reading 
in  the  Transactions  of  the  Uoyal  Society,  soom 
extracts  of  your  Letters,  1712  and  1719^  to  Dr. 
AVoodward,  in  whom  I  presume  to  have  ssms 
interest,  and  Mr.  Waller,  which,  indeed,  raised 
my  appetite  rather  than  satisfied  it ;  aud  I  don't 
know  how,  but  till  this  time  it  still  escaped  me 
to  write  to  you  ancnt  some  of  them,  of  which 
larger  accounts  would  be  extremely  aatisfyin^ 
Some  things  pointed  at  there  I  think  I  met  with 
in  your  excellent  "  Alagnalia,"  and  your  father*! 
Essay  on  Kemarkable  Pfovidenoes.  But  such 
is  my  Athenian  temper,  that  I  eovct  much  to 
have  many  of  the  things  of  which  we  have  bat 
scanty  accounts^  from  yourstdf,  when  your  leisure 
allows.  It  is  my  loss,  and  that  of  many  others 
that  we  have  not  the  full  copies  of  your  valaaUe 
Letters  referred  to  in  that  short  abotnct. 

Next  to  the  things  accompanying  salvation,  I 
have  been  for  some  time  wishing  earnestly  for 
some  account  of  Remarkable  Providences ;  and 
next  to  these,  the  Wonders  of  God  in  his  Worfcii 
as  we  call  them,  of  Nature.  The  hints  at  tbs 
macula  matenuB;  the  particular  diaooveries  made 
in  dreams,  which  the  publisher  of  the  abstract  of 
your  Letters  very  much  overlooks ;  the  Indians' 
knowledge  of  some  constellations  by  the  namee 
we  use,  before  the  aicession  of  any  Europesn 
knowledge ;  your  peculiar  method  of  finding  oat 
the  Julian  period  ;-^re  sulgects  I  vrould  be  most 
fond  to  have  large  hints  of,  but  am  ■■Mnifi  to 
ask  them.  And  especially  the  inscription  en  s 
rock  at  Taunton,  in  unknown  characters  that 
seem  hlen^l}'phical,  and  of  kin  to  the  Chineie; 
with  your  latter  remarkables  of  nature  and  pro* 
vidence.  I  have  for  some  time  been  nmch  co- 
J  deared  to  Natural  History,  and  the  wonders  of  oor 
God  in  his  works  of  creation  and  providence,  and 
take  both  to  be  a  noble  «■«{ ip^,  aud  accessory  to 
our  more  important  studies. 

It  is  high  time  I  should  come  to  give  you  some 
hints  of  matters  with  us ;  and  it  is  but  a  very 
melancholy  account  I  can  offer  in  many  respects. 
We  have  mismanaged  our  wonderful  deli  veranoea. 
and  forgotten  God's  wonders  at  the  sea,  even 
the  Red  Sea.  Iniquity  abounds,  and  the  love 
of  manywaxeth  cold.  Unheard  of  provoca- 
tions abound  in  this  country  these  five  or  six 
months  post.  A  flood  of  impurity  and  whore- 
doms prevails  in  city  and  country ;  and  since  I 
wrote  to  you  last,  there  have  fallen  out,  in,  and 
about  our  neighbouring  city,  eight  or  ten  mor. 
ders,  and  attempts  that  way ;  and  **  blood  toucb- 
eth  blood"  in  a  frequency  we  have  known  nothing 
of  since  the  Reformation.  Satan  is  come  down 
in  great  wrath.     O  may  his  time  be  short ! 

All  societies  among  us  almost  are  miserably 
^  torn,  and  l\ie  «A\f|et  oC  ^«  \.«ic^  VaIU  divided 
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Us.  We  are  biting  and  d^Tourin^  one  another, 
and  like  to  be  conaumed  one  of  another.  In  our 
iiei^hhourini^  city  of  Glaagow,  where,  fince  the 
Revolution,  unity  and  harmony,  and  conae- 
qaently  Tital  religion,  flourished,  iunp,  heat  and 
itrifei,  and  every  evil  work  abound.  The  Uni- 
versity is  split  and  broken.  The  maf  istrates 
nnd  ministers  are  at  present  in  no  good  terms : 
and  in  other  societies  through  this  nation  we  are 
but  too  much  in  the  same  circumstances;  and 
irhat  of  this  sin  and  shame  is  in  our  most 
elevated  societies,  no  doubt  you  have  the  melan- 
choly accounts.  These  open  a  door  for  new 
attempts  of  our  enemies,  and  the  Jacobites  have 
^aken  new  life  from  those  favourable  symptoms 
as  to  them.  Multitudes  of  them  are  returned 
from  abroad,  and  they  are  meditating  new  dl»> 
turbances;  and  the  clemency  of  the  government 
is  so  far  from  moving  them,  that  the  rebels  are 
more  uppish  than  before  this  last  attinnpt. 

Such  tlUngs  among  u«  rail  aloud  for  your  sym- 
pathy and  prayers,  and  it  is  for  this  end  I  lay 
before  yoa  what  otherwise  I  would  clioose  to 
<1raw  a  veil  over.  I  know  wo  have  had  vour 
deep  concern,  when  formerly  brought  low  for 
our  iniquity,  and  now  we  need  It  om  much  a3 
ever. 

Dear  Sir,  I  rejoice  matters  are  in  better  bear- 
ing among  you.  May  the  kinfrdom  of  our  Lord 
be  upon  the  growing  hand,  and  may  the  acronnts 
you  shall  bo  in  case  to  send  support  me  and 
others  under  oar  sorrows  here.  May  the  Lord 
preserve  you  long  for  eminent  services,  and 
irrengthen  you  more  and  more  for  them. 

m  presume  to  hope  yonll  take  all  orcaslons 
ivhii:h  offer  to  this  country,  and  oblige  ma  with 
a:i  large  notices  of  matters  with  yon,  and  com- 
munications from  your  learned  and  extensive 
correspondence,  and  favour  me  with  tlio  produc- 
tions of  Boston  from  time  to  time.  Meanwhile 
b.'-lieve  that  I  am,  reverend  and  very  dear  Sir, 
your  very  much  obliged,  and  most  affectionate 
brother  and  servant,  R.  W. 

.\pril  6,  1718. 

Lrrrza  VI. 

To  (he  very  Reverend  and  Venerabfe  3fr,  Increase 
Mather,  ^finitter  of  the  Gospel  at  Boxton. 

Very  Reverend  Sir, 

It  was  with  a  great  deal  of  p]ea<«arc  that  by 
your  son  the  doctor's  last  kind  letter,  I  find  that 
yon  Are  still  labouring  In  onr  Lord's  vineyard, 
:uid  brmging  forth  much  fniit  in  your  old  age ; 
and  I  could  not  but  once  more  pnrsume  to 
ttU|iiaint  yon  how  much  I  tiike  m}iielf  to  be 
ind.*bted  to  our  common  I^ird  for  his  prescr^'ing 
ill  his  churches  such  old  disciples  and  faithful 
ministers,  who  have  seen  the  glory  of  the  former 
lioose ;  as  you,  throujrh  grace,  arc. 
AttJ  bnldet  the  valuabh  blffsslnsf  thcrr  1-.  in  | 


this  providence  to  the  dear  churches  of  JSexr 
England,  I  have  now  for  several  years  since  I 
had  the  honour  of  writing  to  you  and  vo'ir  son 
promised  taiyairlf  a  share  In  yoiir  prayers  and 
sympathy. 

I  should  take  it  as  a  peculiar  favour  to  have 
another  line  from  you  with  your  directions  and 
advices,  and  your  ripe  and  mature  thoughts 
upon  the  present  appearances  of  providence  as  ti> 
the  Reformation,  and  the  state  of  things  through 
all  the  protestant  churches,  and  your  hopes  of 
the  coming  kingdom  of  our  Lord,  before  you  get 
to  heaven. 

We  have  nuiny  melancholy  appearances  among 
us  in  this  country ;  and  as  to  these  I  have  un- 
bosomed mj'self  in  part  in  mine  to  your  son.  I 
could  add  much  to  you.  In  short,  serious  piely 
among  us  Is  under  a  sensible  cloud,  and  our  God 
is  in  a  great  measure  removed  from  us.  O !  im- 
portune him  to  return  with  healing  under  his 
wings! 

ITie  controversy  'twixt  the  bishop  of  Bangor 
and  his  adversaries  is  what  hath  made  much 
noise,  and  is  like  to  make  more  in  our  neigh- 
bouring nation  ;  and  as  the  Bishop's  papers  are 
8ensl1)ly  inclining  to  some  of  the  worst  parts 
of  popery,  so  amidst  many  excellent  ad^-ances 
towards  liberty,  and  against  perHecntion,  I  am 
mightily  apprehensive  the  Bishop's  tenets  flow 
from,  or  incline  to,  libertinism,  and  smell  rank 
to  me  of  the  author  of  the  "  Rights  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church."  No  doubt  you  have  the  papern 
pro  and  con,  and  I  would  most  willingly  hav;') 
your  sentiments  upon  it.  I  hear  likewise  Whhi- 
ton's  abominable  heresy  spreads  mightily  In 
England. 

But  I  fear  I  may  be  consuming  your  valuabli- 
time,  which  you  employ  so  well ;  and  must  break 
off  with  my  earnest  requests,  that  your  comfort 
and  UHefulness  may  be  as  the  path  of  the  just* 
still  growing  more  and  more  until  the  perfect 
day,  that  you  may  bo  long  a  burning  and  a  shin- 
ing light.  It  will  be  a  great  comfort  to  me  to 
hear  from  you  while  you  are  able.  Any  thing 
you  have  published  since  your  last  valuable  pre- 
sent, of  which  you  have  douliles  by  you,  will  be 
most  acceptable ;  and  if  you  will  lay  your  com- 
mands upon  me  as  to  any  thing  in  this  country 
wherein  I  can  serve  you,  you'll  extremely  oblige 
me.  I  am,  reverend  and  very  dear  Sir,  your 
most  humble  and  very  much  obliged,         R.  W. 

Letter  VI  I. 

To  Mr.  John  Ernkinef  at  Edinhurph,  (after- 
xcard*  Professor  of  Scuts  Law,  and  the  father 
of  the  late  venerable  Dr,  Erskine.J 

Deal  Sir,  Feb.  7,  1713. 

Yours  of  the  Ith  was  more  than  satisfYin(;;. 
Without  any  compYi\nei\t,  \  T\^N«t  \va.\  va.^  Vkjt 
count  that  salisfteA  me  w\  iivu^^  >)a  >^C\%  \  wsi^  V 
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Doir  undertUnd  more  of  the  oontUtatioa  of  tke 
diareh  of  Holland  than  otot.  Their  Synods  are 
(lelegate  meetings,  like  our  General  Aseemblies; 
«nd  they  have  deliyitna  of  delegates,  like  our 
oommlasion,  which  I  own  Is  the  branch  of  our 
Cpostitutiun  most  liable  to  exception.  Let  me 
know  how  many  Presbyteries,  or  clsssesi  there 
may  he  in  erery  Synod.  Are  there  ruling  elders 
from  urerj  congregation  in  their  dassss?  Do 
their  parochial  Sessions  agree  with  ours?  Do 
chelr  appeals  lie  from  the  DeputaH  Sjfnodi  to 
the  next  Synods  ?  Let  me  have  the  minister's 
name,  and  subject  of  the  book  at  Rotterdam 
that  hath  made  such  nolM.  Give  all  you  can 
further  recover  as  to  Fagel*s  Testament,  and  the 
foundations  alleged  for  patrons.  It  seems, 
being  so  very  late,  they  cannot  found  on  the  old 
dfdm,  PatronuM  faciuiU  dot  edi/icaiio  damum, 
I  would  likewise  know  their  method  of  calls ; 
if  heads  of  families  consent,  and  the  Session 
ciJl ;  if  they  have  written  and  signed  calls ;  if 
there  he  presentations  by  the  magistrates  or  the 
jimbeuhttheert  In  write. 

Give  me  the  state  of  the  Universities;  the 
balance  Hwixt  Cocceiansand  Voetians,  the  state 
of  real  religion  in  the  provinces ;  the  success  of 
the  East  India  Company  in  propagating  Chris- 
tianity; the  method  of  dispensing  the  Sacra- 
ment of  the  Supper ;  if  at  tables,  the  minister 
speaks  at  the  time  of  communicating ;  if  the 
words  of  institution  are  pronoimced  at  the  distri- 
bution ;-*the  accounts  of  the  care  of  the  poor;  their 
correction  houses ;  if  any  societies  for  reforma- 
tion of  manners,  or  charity  schools ;  and  what' 
ever  you  remarked  singular  in  their  civil  policy 
and  economy;  their  present  divisions,  and  the 
strength  of  the  Bamevelt  and  Arminian  party. 

Toull  have  heard  of  Mr.  Anderson's  affiedr  at 
Dumbarton,  and  that  he  was  countenanced.  1 
am  yours  most  affectionately. 

Letter  VIII. 

To  the  Reverend  Afr.  Benjamin  CoUman,  Minis- 
terofthe  Gospel  at  Boston^  N,  A,  (afterwardt 
President  of  Harvard  College,) 

11.  Dear  Sir, 

With  great  satisfaction  I  received  yours  of  the 
9th  of  December,  transmitted  by  Mr.  Erskine 
to  me,  and  with  grief  I  perceive  that  your  favour 
to  me  hath  lost  its  way ;  for  nothing  ever  came 
to  my  hand  but  the  note  Dr.  Mather  sent  me,  else 
I  had  not  failed  to  have  acknowledged  it.  *  *  * 
lliere  is  too  much  occasion  in  one  place  or  two, 
for  the  accounts  have  been  given  you,  of  the  un- 
frequency  of  public  baptism  among  us.  In 
Edinburgh,  I  mean,  there  is  a  scandalous  com- 
pliance with  a  custom,  I  don't  know  how,  come 
down  to  us  from  the  South,  of  baptizing  the  in- 
fants of  most  people  of  fashion  in  their  houses 
MadihJg method  ia  creeped  in  too  much  io  QUf- 


gow  our  neighbouring  city.     In  the  first  namctf 
places  our  brethren  go  entirely  into  the  ill  habit, 
and  have  brought  themadves  under  do  small  teH; 
under  which  I  sympathise  very  little  with  then. 
In  Glasgow  sur  brethren  stand  firmly  oat  against 
this  innovation,  and  baptise  no  children  but  la 
the  diurch,  or  at  public  teaching;  however,  sobk 
ministerB  come  in  from  the  oonntry  and  do  it  iu 
private  houses.     Except  in  these  two  clUes,  we 
know  nothing  of  private  baptism.  Through  thia 
national  church  we  have  witnessed  against  it 
since  the  reformation,  and  sinee  the  revidution 
we  have  a  standing  act  of  Assembly  against  it, 
which  I  am  sorry  is  in  any  measure  disregarded. 
The  great  pretext  some  make  use  of  for  comply- 
ing is,  that  if  we  refuse  to  baptize  in  fkmiliei, 
people  will  go  to  the  tolerated  party  and  the 
exauctorate  episcopal  clergy,  and  leave  our  com- 
munion; hut   really  by  our  compliance  with 
their  humours  we  have  brought  this  yoke  upon 
ourselves;  and  had  we  all  stood  onr  ground, 
there  could  have  been  no  hazard  this  way,  but 
many  times  we  raise  difficulties,  and  then  turn 
them  over  into  arguments  against  plain  duty. 

I  am  sorry  to  add,  that  we  have  got  a  greater* 
irregularity  among  us  than  even  those  private 
baptisms,  and  that  is,  especially  in  cities,  parents 
are  not  dealt  with  in  private,  and  admonished 
and  exhorted  before  they  be  permitted  to  present 
their  children,  and  ministers  in  our  princip.il 
towns  know  not  who  are  to  be  admitted  to  that 
solemn  ordinance  till  the  name  be  given  up  after 
sermon  is  over.  This  is  quite  wrong,  and  what 
I  have  been  regretting  for  several  years.  Other 
sponsors  I  cannot  away  with,  when  parents 
mediate  or  immediate  can  be  had.  But  enough 
of  this.  I  hope  it  will  raise  your  sympathy  with 
us,  and  accent  your  prayers  for  us.  You  have 
reason  to  be  very  thankful  to  God,  for  the  free 
choice  the  Christian  people  among  you  still  en- 
joy with  respect  to  their  pastors.  Wlien  we  had 
this  before  the  miserable  turn  of  affairs  1712,  I 
cannot  say  we  improved  It  as  we  should.  There 
were  parties  and  combinations  sometimes  of  the 
heritors  and  people  of  rank  against  the  meaner 
people  iu  a  parish.  And  sometimes  these  last 
would  oppose  a  worthy  entrant,  because  people 
of  sense  were  pleased  with  him ;  yet  I  must  say, 
these  were  but  rare.  But  uow,  if  the  Lord  oiien 
not  a  door  of  relief,  we  are  in  the  utmost  hazard 
of  a  corrupt  ministry ;  and  our  noblemen  and 
gentlemen,  members  of  the  British  parliament, 
being  aUpaironM,  we  are  In  the  worst  case  possi- 
ble, for  our  judges  are  parties. 

For  several  years  I  have  hod  very  little  save 
general  accounts  of  the  state  of  religion  in  the  dear 
churches  in  New  England,  from  my  very  worthy 
friend  Dr.  Mather.  His  correspondence  ia  very 
exteusivo,  and  I  reckon  myself  extremely  in  his 
debt  for  the  short  hints  he  favours  tne  with,  and 
\  thA  notices  ha  TtS«x%m«  tA  Vii«nm«ol  VA\T\x»&xd 
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■nmioiis.  Bat  I  cunettly  bef  jou*!!  faToiir  me 
with  every  thing  yoa*ll  pieue  to  think,  were 
jou  here  and  I  at  Botton,  you  would  with  to 
have;  the  suceeae  of  the  goepel ;  the  state  of  real 
Tital  religion;  the  number  of  your  diurchct; 
the  progreae  of  Christianity  among  the  Indians; 
the  order  and  method  of  t«uhing  in  the  college; 
the  number  of  students;  remarkable  prorl- 
deneea ;  couTersions,  and  answers  of  prayer;  and 
multitudes  of  other  things  I  need  not  name ;  and 
let  me  know  wherein  I  can  satisfy  you,  in  any 
thing  relatlTe  to  this  church,  and  I  shall  not  be 
wanting,  in  as  fkr  as  my  information  goes,  to 
gire  you  the  state  of  matters  with  us. 

I  bless  the  Lord  with  ai(  my  heart  for  the  new 
set  of  worthy  young  ministers  God  is  sending 
\>  his  rineyard  among  you.  It*8  certainly  one 
•if  the  greatest  tokens  of  good  you  can  possibly 
hare.  I  thank  you  for  the  printed  account  you 
sent  me,  a  copy  of  which,  in  manuscript,  1  had 
sent  me  from  London  about  a  year  and  a  half 
ago,  with  a  letter,  which  came  idong  with  it  to 
your  friends  at  London,  whermt  with  pleasure 
I  observe  my  dear  brother  Coleman's  hand. 

Pleaie  to  accept  my  most  hearty  thanks  for 
the  valuable  sermons  you  send  me.  I  have  read 
them  with  delight,  and  should  I  speak  my  senti- 
ments of  them,  perhaps  you  would  suspect  me 
of  flattery ;  and  I  shall  only  pray  that  there  may 
be  a  blessing  upon  them,  and  upon  your  further 
labours  in  the  pulpit  and  press.  I  had  none  of 
them  before,  but  I  take  care  to  communicate 
what  of  this  kind  I  receive  to  my  dear  brethren 
in  the  neighbourhood ;  and  youll  Ikvour  me  very 
much  if  you  send  me  any  other  thing.  Since 
my  last  I  mind  very  little  published  in  this 
country,  unless  it  be  the  three  letters  I  with  this 
send  you,  designed  against  a  set  of  people  which 
withdraw  from  our  communion,  because  of 
ministers  their  taking  and  holding  communion 
with  such  as  have  taken  the  oath  of  atjuration. 
I  beg  youll  let  me  know  wherein  I  can  serve 
you  in  this  country. 

.  I  have  very  lamentable  accounts  of  the  pre- 
ralency  of  Cocceianism  and  Roel*s  opinions  in 
Holland ;  and  from  France  of  the  aAkirs  of  the 
constitution,  its  being  turned  to  a  politick.  But 
of  those  matters,  I  doubt  not,  you  have  better 
accounts  than  I  can  pretend  to.  I  beg  youll 
miss  no  occasion  you  have  coming  to  Scotland 
without  giving  me  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from 
you,  and  you  may  expect  the  like  from,  reverend 
and  very  dear  brother,  your  very  much  obliged 
and  most  affectionate  brother  aud  servant, 
April  8, 1718.  R.  W. 

LCTTBE   IX. 

To  th§  Right  Honourable  my  Ztord  Rotte  at 

London, 
My  Lord, 
J  bsr^  the  hommr  of  yofun  of  the  9tb  instant 


for  which  I  return  my  most  hearty  thanks;  and 
I  am  satisAed  that  my  last  came  to  hand.  At 
the  close  of  it,  I  remember  I  did  ejipeess  my 
fears  with  respect  to  new  flames  in  this  church 
upon  any  new  stir  about  the  relmposltktn  of  the 
oaths.  I  thought  I  had  expressed  myself  with 
all  softnem  In  this  matter ;  and  if  I  have  erred, 
in  running  to  any  excess  upon  It,  I  am  heartily 
sorry  for  it,  but  I  thought  I  had  let  a  word  hl\ 
upon  it  OHiy  by  the  by.  I  own,  my  Lord,  It 
was  my  opinkin,  and  still  is,  till  I  see  ground 
to  alter  it,  that  were  matters  let  alone  among  us, 
our  miserable  rents  would  very  soon  dwindle  to 
nothing;  and  if  we  that  are  ministers  be  not 
such  fook  as  to  mix  in  with  parties  In  the  state, 
and  political  differences  that  lie  not  In  our  road, 
we  shall  very  soon  be  entirely  one.  When  I  aay 
this,  I  hope  your  Lordship  will  not  think  I  In 
the  least  mean  we  should  not  appear  against  the 
pretender  and  Jaoobitism  in  all  the  shapes  of  It. 
I  reckon  he  dues  not  deserve  the  name  of  a  pro- 
testant,  and  ought  not  to  be  in  the  holy  office  of 
the  ministry,  who  will  not  renounce,  and  declare 
in  the  strongest  terms  against  the  popish  pre- 
tender, and  all  papists  whatsomever  their  dalm 
to  any  rule  over  these  reformed  nations;  and  I 
know  of  no  presbyterian  minister  of  this  church, 
(if  there  be  any,  sure  I  am  they  ought  to  be 
thrown  out)  wlio  do  not  in  the  greatest  sincerity 
own  and  acknowledge  our  only  rightful  and  law- 
ful sovereign  king  George,  and  pray  for  him  in 
secret  and  in  public,  and  bear  all  the  love  and 
regard  for  him  that  the  best  of  kings  deserves 
from  the  most  loyal  suljects.  But  the  longer  I 
live,  the  more  I  grow  in  the  thoughts,  that  min- 
isters should  closely  mind  their  great  work,  and 
keep  themselves  at  distance  from  all  parties,  aave 
protestanU  and  papists,  and  the  friends  to  king 
George,  and  his  enemies. 

For  my  own  share,  if  my  heart  deceive  me 
not,  I  have  no  other  views  before  me  but  the 
peace  and  unity  of  this  poor  church,  frtim  which, 
if  we  swerve,  we  counteract  the  divine  law  and 
our  great  work  as  ministers,  and  extremely 
weaken  this  church,  and  sink  her  reputation  in 
the  eyes  of  such  who  wait  for  our  halting ;  and  I 
join  heartUy  with  your  Lordship  in  blaming  any 
who  run  to  excesses^  afliBCt  strictness  beyond 
others,  or  instil  notions  to  their  people  which  all 
their  Interest  cannot  remove  again,  and  as  Ikr  as 
I  am  conscious  to  myself,  I  have  still  abhorred 
such  courses* 

Tet,  my  Lord,  when  I  wrote  last,  and  still,  I 
cannot  altogether  get  free  of  my  fears^  though  I 
wish  I  may  be  mistaken  In  them.  Whenever  a 
bill  is  brought  in  relative  to  our  church,  I  can- 
not help  being  afraid  that  some  clause  or  other 
may  be  cast  up  that  may  be  choking  to  severals, 
even  though  at  first  the  bill  may  be  framed  in 
the  best  way  that  frieuda  oan  ^toyoM  Vx.  ^NVwa. 
the  refoenoe  U  takeuonait  ifWYmamKiii  ^&idL%\i 
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1  cannot  but  be  eoneemed  lest  Mmething  imty  be 
put  in  its  room  that  may  be  straitening,  not  only 
to  such  as  did  not  formerly  qualify,  but  eren  to 
aome  who  did  take  the  oaths.  And  I  have  heard 
some  of  them  say  very  pubUdy^  that  if  the 
reference  were  remored,  they  would  have  a 
difficulty,  because  it  was  then  an  Ulimited  oath. 

Besides,  in  conversation  I  haTS  had  occasion 
to  observe  several  persons  of  great  worth,  and  as 
firm  Ixiends  to  the  government  as  in  the  king- 
dom, and  no  enthusiasts  either,  who  want  not 
their  difficulties  as  to  all  public  oaths  in  thb 
degenerate  age,  as  being  no  real  tests  of  loyalty  to 
the  king  and  government ;  and  no  proper  marks 
of  distinction  'twixt  the  king's  friends  and  foes ; 
neither  necessary  for  such  who  every  day  attest 
their  loyalty  by  their  hearty  prayers  for  king 
George  and  his  family ;  and  I  need  not  add  their 
thoughts  of  an  unnecessary  oath. 

Those  and  many  other  things  I  have  observed 
now  these  six  years  since  our  breaches  began 
unon  this  head,  too  long  to  trouble  you  with, 
wUl  lessen  your  Lordship's  surprise,  that  I  was 
afraid  of  new  flames,  and  in  my  own  mind 
wished  that  there  were  no  reimposition,  but  our 
differences  suffered  to  die  away.     I  know  the 
strait  with  regard  to  the  Jacobite  nonjurors  in 
the  north,  of  the  Episcopal  way.     But  the  dif- 
ference is  vast,  and  the  laws  we  have  against 
such  who  don't  pray  for  king  George  nominatinif 
(or  if  the  laws  be  not  plain,  they  may  be  made 
clearer)  do  effectually  reach  them ;  and  there  is 
not  among  that  set  who  will  pray  for  his  ma- 
jesty, but  will  take  the  oaths  too ;  though  that 
is  not  the  case  of  the  west  and  south,  or  of  any 
presbyter ian  nonjurors  that  I  know  of.  My  great 
ground  of  expressing  my  fears  in  the  event  of 
reimposition  was,  that  after  I  have  considered 
this  matter  as  far  as  I  could,  I  did  not  perceive 
that  form  of  an  oath,  but  what  would  divide  the 
real  and  hearty  friends  of  the  king  in  their  prac- 
tices, and  so  endanger  the  peace  of  the  church, 
while  at  present,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  if  mixing 
id  with  different  state  parties  do  not  prevent  it, 
we  are  upon  the  point  of  healing  among  ourselves, 
and  all  differences  will  be  buried.     I  am  very 
sensible,  my  Lord,  how  tender  a  point  this  is 
that  I  have  presumed  to  write  upon,  and  should 
not  have  ventured  upon  it  if  your  Lordship  had 
not  signified  your  desires,  which  shall  still  be 
commands  upon  m^  to  have  full  accounts  from 
me  upon  this  head. 

What  the  reverend  moderator  of  the  commis- 
sion writes  to  youif  Ix>rdship,  that  we  are  all 
agreed  in  the  draught  sent  up  from  the  commis- 
sion, I  make  no  doubt,  is  according  to  the  infor- 
mation he  hath ;  and  I  do  not  doubt,  but  the 
form  sent  up  from  the  commission  will  satisfy 
the  greatest  part  of  such  who  did  not  formerly 
qualify ;  and  if  this  tend  to  the  healing  of  the 
rem  ixf  this  poor  church,  as  I  am  persuaded  it  is 


designed,  can  say  1  am  as  heartily  for  it  as  aay 
minister  of  the  church  of  Scotland ;  though  some 
few  should  be  brought  to    hardship  under  » 
government  they  heartily  love,  and  bless  God 
for.     But  I  cannot  go  so  far  as  to  think  that  «t 
are  all  agreed  in  what  is  deured.      And  your 
Lordship  will  beai*  with  me  when  I  lay  befuv 
you  some  matters  of  fact  which  1  know  are  true, 
otherwise  I  woiUd  not  presume  to  write  them. 
There  are  about  ninety  or  a  hundred  who  have 
signified  their  assent  to  what  is  sent  up  from  the 
commission ;  and  your  Lordship  will  remember 
that  there  were  upwards  of  three  hundred  for- 
merly who  did  not  qualify.  You'll  further  notice^ 
that  all  who  signify  their  consent  to  what  the 
commission  have  sent  up  expressly,   and  in  so 
many  words,  desire  there  may  be  no  reimposition; 
but  if  there  be  one,  that  it  may  be  in  the  manner 
proposed.     And  furtiier,  probably,  by  this  time, 
your  Lordship  will  know,  that  another  form  of 
an  oath  was  proposed  to  the  commission  from 
a  considerable  number  of  ministers  in  Fife  and 
Perth,  met  at  Kinross,  with  some  restrictions 
and  explications  which  the  reverend  commisuon 
did  not  think  fit  to  go  into.     And  as  I  think  I 
hinted  to  you  when  1  had  last  the  honour  to 
converse  with  your  Lordship,  in  October,  we 
had,  what  is  now  sent  up  by  the  commission  be- 
fore our  Synod  at  Glasgow,  and  all  the  IVesby- 
teries  considered  it ;  as  far  as  I  know,  it  was  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  each  Presbytery,  that  we 
should  lie  still,  and  make  no  application  that 
might  draw  down  new  difficulties  upon  us ;  and  in 
our  Presbytery  all  our  brethren  were  as  one  man 
against  it. 

These  facts  I  lay  before  you  not  to  counter 
any  information  sent  you,  which  I  dare  not 
doubt  was  according  to  the  view  mattera 
appeared  in  there;  but  to  give  you  a  full  state  of 
the  matter  as  it  stands ;  and  after  all,  as  I  said 
just  now,  and  my  friend  colonel  Erskine  has 
informed  you,  I  do  sincerely  think,  that  what  the 
commission  has  sent  up  will  sati&fy  the  most  part 
of  those  who  stood  out ;  but  fearing  that  severals 
may  remain  under  their  difficulties,  not  in  re- 
nouncing the  pretender,  or  in  owning  the  king's 
only  lawful  and  rightful  title,  but  from  their 
apprehensions  of  homologating  the  laws  about 
patronages,  and  other  burdens  on  this  church, 
by  engaging  in  public  oaths,  and  their  doubts  of 
their  being  proper  tests  of  loyalty,  and  I  did 
express  my  concern  to  your  Lordship  lest  new 
flakes  might  arise. 

Thus,  my  Lord,  I  have  wearied  you,  I  fear, 
upon  this  subject;  what  I  write  is  only  for  your 
Lordship's  information;  and  it's  my  earnest 
prayer  to  the  Ltord,  that  you  and  all  concerned 
may  be  under  the  Divine  conduct,  and  led  to  such 
an  issue  in  this  matter  as  may  be  for  the  union 
and  peace  of  this  church,  and  the  interest  of  true 
religion*,  and  theo,  I  am  sure«  the  kiug's  in- 
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tcresto  will  be  promoted.  For  my  share,  I  re- 
•Dlre  erer  to  laj  out  myself  to  my  small  utmost 
for  these  great  ends.  What  my  practice  will  be 
in  case  of  a  reimposition,  I  cannot  determine 
myaelf,  and  ought  not  till  I  see  the  shape  it  comes 
in.  But  I  cannot  help  wishing  there  may  be 
none. 

So  long  m  scroll  needs  a  Tery  long  apology, 
Tvliicli  I  was  nsTer  good  at,  and  must  entirely 
itij  no  your  Ix»rdship*s  goodness.  I  humbly 
thank  your  Lordship  for  your  kind  promise  of 
the  Bishop  of  Bangor  on  the  Sacramental  Test. 
I  thought  it  had  been  but  a  pamphlet  that  might 
hava  eome  by  post ;  but  I  was  nsTer  wearied 
with  any  thing  that  came  from  that  masterly 
pen ;  and  when  any  occasion  offers  of  transmit- 
ting it,  it  will  be  most  welcome.  I  am  sorry  to 
hear  tiiat  the  clause  about  the  Sacramental  Test 
is  oat  of  the  Bill,  and  it  only  relates  to  the 
schism  and  oeeaaional  acts,  which,  whatever  ease 
it  gives  to  our  dissenting  friends,  I  fear  don't 
answer  what  1  earnestly  wished  and  hoped  would 
strengthen  the  protestant  interest,  and  his 
majesty's  oervloe,  w$  well  as  do  justiccf  to  the 
dissenters. 

ril  be  glad  to  know  this  comes  safe  to  your  Lord- 
ship's hands,  and  prssnme  togive  my  best  wishes 
to  your  Lordship  and  your  noble  family.  Your 
neighbonn  at  Pollock  are  all  very  well.  I  hear 
my  Lord  keeps  his  health  rery  well  this  winter. 
Permit  me,  my  Lord,  to  assure  you,  that  I  am, 
in  the  greatest  sincerity,  your  Lordship's  most 
humble  and  very  mndi  obliged  aenrant. 

Jan.  14,  17ia 

Lrrrsa  X. 
To  Mr,  Scmtid  SempUy  Minitttr  at  Libberion. 

H.  D.  B. 

I  blame  myself  that  I  have  been  so  long  in 
fulfilling  my  promise  to  you  and  Mr.  Eliot  of 
London,  who  spoke  to  me  in  name  of  the  Rey. 
Mr.  Ncal,  who,  it  seems,  is  forming  somewhat 
about  Mr.  Henderson ;  and  who  desired  me  to 
corre^ond  with  you  ox  this  subject.  Tlie  throng 
of  communions  and  my  parochial  work  la  what 
really  put  this  out  of  my  head,  till  this  day 
it  came  in  my  mind,  when  you  have  not  been  so 
kind  as  write  to  me,  as  X  think  you  promised  to 
do.  It  is  a  loss  to  me  when  I  begin  to  write  to 
Tou  upon  this,  that  I  know  not  precisely  the  sub* 
ject  these  gentlemen  at  London  would  have  our 
h«lp  about ;  whether  it  be  precisely  the  pretended 
declaration  Mr.  Henderson  had  palmed  upon 
him  after  he  was  dead;  or  whether  they  desire 
an  acnonnt  of  what  remains  of  his  we  have.  I 
shall  touch  at  both  to  you,  and  you'll  know  pro- 
bably better  than  I  which  of  them,  or  if  both, 
these  gentlemen  desire. 

As  to  the  declaration  pretended  to  be  made  by 
liim  on  hia  deathbed  ^Uv/iw^i^ree^Tferla/gOTem-  I 


ment,  and  in  favour  of  Episcopacy,  I  had  it  oiire 
in  my  bauds,  in  4to.  printed  at  London,  164H, 
and  it  is  at  present  in  our  friend  Mr.  James 
Anderaon*8  hands.      "Wben  I  glanced  it  over, 
this  spurious  paper  appeared  to  me  to  be  very 
dully  written,  about  two  years  after  Mr.  II. *s 
death ;  at  least  it  did  not  appear  till  then.  There 
is  nothing  in  the  style  that  in  the  least  resembles 
the  nervous,  solid,  sententious,  style  o£  Mr.  Hen- 
derson ;  and  it  was  certainly  framed  by  some  of 
the  Scots  Episcopal  scribblers,  who  had  fled  to 
England  for  shelter,  and  lived  by  what  they 
could  earn  by  their  pen.  As  soon  as  it  appeared, 
you  know,  the  General  Assembly,  by  their  act, 
August  7,  1648,  gave  a  public  declaration  of  the 
spuriousness  of  this  pamphlet,  and  insert  the 
strongest  reasons  that  we  can  wish  for,  taken 
from  his  constant  adherence  to  our  work  of  Re- 
formation to  his  last  breath,  and  that  from  wit- 
nesses present.     I  could  add  some  things  I  have 
from  very  good  hands  to  the  same  purpose.    But 
the  declaration  of  the  Assembly  is  so  authentic, 
that  it  needs  no  support.     This  declaration  (pre- 
tended) was,  I  suppose,  reprinted  by  Dr.  Hol- 
lingsworth  in  1698,  in  his  Character  of  King 
Charles  the  I.  at  least  (for  I  have  only  the  an- 
swer to  it)  he  is  severely  taken  to  task  for  his  im- 
posing a  spurious  paper  on  the  world,  by  Lud- 
low, in  a  printed  answer  to  him,  4to,  1693,  which 
I  have,  where  he  brings  some  good  remarks  from 
the  style,  and  the  Assembly's  act,  and  the  in- 
scription on  Mr.  Henderson's  monument,  both 
which  he  bath   printed  at  length,  to  expose 
this  imposition.      I  mind  no  more  I  have  seen 
upon  it,  unless  it  be  the  editor  of  Mr.  Sage's, 
(one  of  our   Scots   Episcopal  clergy  at  Lon*- 
don)  8vo.  London  1714,    publishes  two  letters 
of  his ;  one  containing  an  idle  story  of  Buch- 
anan ;  and  the  other  anent  a  verbal  declaration 
made  by  Mr.  Henderson  to  Mr.  R.  Freebaim ; 
no  doubt  you  have  the  pamphlet,  and  it  can  bear 
no  faith,  being  published  by  a  nameless  author, 
who  may  have  forged  it  for  Mr.  Sage;   and 
though  it  should  be  genuine,  and  Mr.  Sage's,  it 
depends  both  on  Mr.  Sage's  and  Mr.  Freebaim's 
authority  and    memorie;    and  that  which  is 
higher,  Mr.  Freelmirn's  father's  memory ;  and 
some   circumstances    In  the  tale  look  a  little 
childish,  and  can  never  be  laid  in  the  balance 
with  the  contrary  accounts  given  by  the  General 
Assembly.  This  is  all  I  mind  I  have  met  with  as 
to  the  spurious  declaration. 

As  to  Mr.  Henderson's  Remains,  in  print  and 
in  manuscript,  if  our  friends  at  London  want  an 
account  of  them,  I  shall  give  you  a  hint  of  what 
Is  in  my  hands.  Beside  his  parliament  Sermons, 
printed  at  London  in  4to.  and  his  valuable  Eswiy 
upon  the  government  and  order  of  the  Church 
of  Scotland,  4to.  1640,  or  1641,  which  I  can 
vouch  to  be  Mr.  Hender«OTv'«*,  axi4\iV&Tyv«own:«& 
at  the  taldng  of  the  ooTenanta,  4Ao.  Vari^A^M^ 
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and  the  letten  which  pMted  twist  him  mad  the 
kinf  on  Epieeopaefy  in  which,  oat  of  decency  to 
the  king,  he  ie  allowed  the  laot  word,  though 
Mr.  HendertOD,  as  I  am  well  informed,  sent  an 
answer,  and  kept  a  copy  of  it,  to  the  ldng*8  last 
paper :  I  hare  in  MS.  Bir.  HendertMn's  Sermon 
at  At  Excommnnicatlon  of  the  Biahope,  1698 ; 
fait  Inftruetions  about  DefenaiTe  Arms;  Direo- 
tlona  about  Votdnf  in  Parllameat,  1089;  An- 
thers to  aome  Pmopoeltions  in  ^Defence  of  Epla- 
MCfi  with  tome  original  Letten  of  hie  to  Mr. 
IXynglM.  If  these  liinta  can  be  of  use  to  yon  or 
the  gentleuiifn  at  London,  it  wiU  be  a  particular 
pieasnre  to^  reverend  dear  brother,  yours  most 
affectionately,  R.  Wooaow. 

Eastwood,  July  4^  1780. 

P.  8.— D.  B.  Y^n'll  r  bilge  me  extremely  if 
you*ll  write  me  all  your  aoeoonta  of  literature 
and  new  books,  and  coreries  you  hare  from 
England  and  risewbere  In  your  learned  corro' 
spondence;  and  particularly,  I  hope  yoo'D  let  me 
Imow  what  you  have  in  your  TuluaUe  eollectioa 
of  manuscripts,  and  scares  books  and  pamphlets 
relating  to  the  lires  of  our  reformers,  learned 
men,  ministers,  and  Christiaas  sines ;  Mr.  Knox, 
WiUedc,  Craig,  the  Mdvils,  Rollock,  R.  Boyd, 
Durham,  Oillespie,  Rutherford,  and  hundreds 
of  others  I  need  not  name  to  you :  their  origi- 
nal Letters^  Memoirs,  4k.  Pray  send  me  a  list 
of  any  thing  you  haTe  thia  way.  You  may 
command  what  I  have.     I  am  again  yours. 

R.  W. 

LrrTEE  XI. 
To  my  Lord  Cfrtrnge, 

My  Lord, 

Having  the  opportunity  of  Mr.  Maxwell's 
coming  in,  as  hb  duty  1%  to  wait  on  my-  Lord 
PsUook  home^  I  could  not  but  signify  the  deep 
sense  I  have  of  your  goodness  and  singular 
fovours  to  me.  I  have  gone  through  my  good 
Lord  Peltoun's  papers^  though  I  cannot  say  I 
have  perused  almost  any  of  them,  and  aorted 
them  the  best  way  I  could.  I  found  what  I 
was  extremely  pleased  to  find,  in  tlie  bottom  of 
tlio  chest,  the  volume  that  was  wanting  in  the 
original  Calderwood,  that  is,  the  fifth  voluqie, 
from  the  96  to  Kiog  James  his  death,  which  I'll 
take  special  care  of,  and  have  laid  with  the  other 
four  volumes  my  Lord  favoured  me  with  the 
loan  of.  The  Glasgow  copy,  and  a  copy  which 
now  I  have  got  from  the  Cdlege  of  Glasgow  (it 
was  designed  for  poor  Mr.  Redpath,)  in  ex- 
change, were  very  incorrect,  especially  in  this 
last  part,  and  I  hope  this  shall  aet  us  right.  The 
pleasure  of  that  useful  work  being  yet  preterved 
/a  the  original,  was  more  than  a  balance  to  some 
tUmfpoiaUMtentM  I  met  with  la  going  through 


the  rest  of  the  papers,  where  I  have  not  yet  met 
with  what  I  hoped  for,  though  there  are  aevcrai 
things  that  vrlU  be  of  no  smaU  nas  to  ms^  1 
hope,  inthellvesof  ourreformer%  and  their  soa- 
cessors ;  and  aeveral  aoattared  hinta  aa  to  Mr. 
Calderwood  himaelf,  and  a  great  many  papcn 
which  are  in  the  large  History ;  yet  the  bulk  are 
rough  dranghta  and  oelleetioiis,  and  imperfoct 
papers,  sadly  erased,  of  whkh  little  can  be  madct 
I  would  foin  hope,  that  If  farther  aearch  be 
made,  aome  other  papers  may  be  foUes  vfoa, 
that  may  make  up  many  of  those  that  are  in- 
complete ;  and  when  my  Lord  Poltoun,  to  whom 
I  repeat  my  most  humble  acknowledgments,  finds 
leisure,  he  may  happen  to  foil  on  them.  Mean- 
while, I  hope  from  thir  to  give  aome  t^>|ff«Hf 
account  of  the  great  Calderwood. 

Since  my  last,  whkh  I  doubt  not  you  received, 
I  had  a  short  Une  from  Ireland  in  the  tisM  of 
the  Synod,  which  I  shall  transcribe^  that  year 
Lordship  may  have  all  I  yet  know  In  the  sutler. 
In  a  little  tisM  I  may  be  in  caae  to  give  yea 
larger  accounts;  and  yoall  find  it  on  the  other 
aide.     I  have  sent  a  doJMn  of  M*Bride*s  paai- 
phlets  to  Mr.  Jamea  Davidson  to  sell,  which 
give  a  tolerable  view  of  matters  before  the  Synod 
sat  down.       If  your  Lordship  have   glanced 
Niven's  case,  it  may  come  with  my  Lord  Pol- 
lock's servant  when  he  comes  west.  Thero  bcang 
some  things  in  it  which  are  like  to  cast  up  amoBg 
ourselves;  which  brings  me  to  acquaint  your 
Lordship^  that  nothing  ia  yet  done  at  Glmgow 
as  to  Mr.  Simpson.   In  the  end  of  May  he  went 
to  the  country  for  his  health.     In  June  most  of 
the  ministers  of  Glasgow  were  out  of  town  st 
the  goat  milk.     Last  week  the  Presbytery  met, 
and  appointed  their  committee  to    have  their 
remarks  on  his  letter  ready  against  their  first 
meeting,  the  first  Wednesday  of  August;  and 
Mr.  Simpson  is  sent  to  be  present  that  day.    I 
pray  the  Lord  may  direct  all  concerned  in  that 
important  matter.     If  it  shall  happen  to  be  the 
occasion  of  your  Lordship's  being  in  this  country, 
and  if  your  other  affsirs  allow  you,  it  will  be  a 
peculiar  pleasure  to  me  to  see  you  here^  where  I 
hope  I  shall  be  in  case  to  entertain  you  for  some 
time,  though  not  as  I  could  wish,  yet,  1  am  surc^ 
the  liest  way  that  I  possibly  can.     I  shall  oi 
have  the  pleasure  of  waiting  on  your  Lordshii 
at  the  commission,  since  the  harvest  will  oblige, 
us  to  have  our  communion,  if  the  Lord  will,  on 
the  14th  of  August,  when  I  will  be  placed  in 
need  of  much  sympathy  and  concern.     Were  it 
not  for  this,  though  I  be  not  a  member,  I  might 
probably  be  in  at  Edlnburgli,  since  ridiug,  I  find, 
agrees  much  with  my  trouble,  which  1  am  not 
altogether  frwe  of.     Meanwhile,  I'll  be  fond  to 
hear  from  your  Lordship  at  your  leisure,  and 
am,  my  Lord,  your  very  much  obliged,  and  most 
humble  servant,  Roaxax  Wonaow. 

July  \%  \*m. 
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To  Mr,  Mmtrg  Newman^  Secreiaty  to  the  Son' 
ourabie  Soeietjf  for  Propagating  CkristianUg, 
BartUtt*9  Bmildimgt,  London, 

Dmt  Sir, 

I  liad  yours  of  the  I6th  cart,  last  pott  It  is 
sstisbctioa  enoof  h  to  me  (could  they  any  way 
ansvrer  the  end  of  my  bdng  honomred  to  be  one 
of  your  eorrespooding  members^)  that  my  letten 
come  to  your  hand ;  though  you  be  not  at  the 
drudgery  of  making  returns,  except  wlien  your 
leisure  permits.  I  can  form  some  notion  of  the 
load  of  lettvs  you  have  to  answer,  and  only  wish 
I  may  not  be  a  troublesome  correspondent. 

It  pleases  me  to  hear  that  the  new  account  of 
workhouses  Is  so  near  to  be  published.  I  am 
sorry  that  I  cannot  tell  you  of  the  opening  of 
that  at  Glasgow.  The  most  active  gentlemen 
in  that  matter,  and  indeed  the  wealthiest  people 
there,  are  In  the  country  from  May  to  NoTember, 
and  any  thing  of  that  nature^  (in  its  beginning) 
is,  as  it  were,  limited  to  the  winter  season.  But 
I  hope  I  may  acquaint  you,  that  that  good  de- 
sign is  still  going  on,  though  still  but  in  embryo; 
and  whetlicr  it  will  be  proper  to  take  any  notice 
of  it  in  the  papers  now  printing,  I  must  entirely 
leare  to  your  Judgmtnt.  I  sent  you  last  spring 
the  paper  printed  upon  that  sul^leet,  toglre  some 
Tiew  of  the  necessity  of  such  a  design.  That 
did  not  seem  disliked  by  you,  and  had  a  good 
eflfiset  hero.  In  some  t&w  weeks  there  were 
Toluntary  subscriptions  cheerfully  given  to  the 
amount  of  twelve  hundred  pounds  English 
money,  and  more  will  certainly  be  given  when 
the  money  is  called  for;  I  hope  several  hundred 
pounds  more.  This  k  for  the  building  and  pro- 
viding the  house  and  necessaries.  This  last  fall 
and  nHnter,  when  thoee  concerned  came  to  meet, 
they  have  made  a  considerable  progress.  The  an- 
nual funds  for  that  charitable  design  are  agreed  to, 
and  fixed  at  about  nine  hundred  pounds,  of  your 
money,  per  annum.  There  are  twelve  directors 
agreed  upon  for  each  of  tlie  four  societies  who 
advance  the  nine  hundred  pounds,  and  the  bur- 
den of  direction  and  regulations  will  lie  on  a 
smaller  committee  to  be  chosen  out  of  these.  At 
their  last  meeting  they  seemed  to  agree  that  two 


hundred  poor  should  be  taken  in  at  first,  and 
their  house  fitted  up  for  them ;  but  so  aS|  if  need 
be,  and  funds  answer,  it  may  be  enlarged,  were 
it  to  three  or  four  hundred.  This  is  all  I  know 
as  yet  relative  to  this,  and  at  your  desire  I  have 
given  you  the  trouble  of  It  by  the  first  post 
You  desire  to  know  the  methods  used  here  for 
the  instruction  of  prisoners  for  debt,  and  espe- 
cially the  condemned  in  our  gaols.  In  the  coun- 
try where  I  live,  it  is  our  mercy  there  are  but 
very  few  of  these.  You  know  we  fall  vastly 
short  of  you  in  numbers,  and  it's  not  very  often 
that  debtors  lie  long  in  prison  ;  where  they  do, 
the  minister  or  ministers  of  the  place  where  they 
are  take  care  of  them ;  and  it  is  not  unusual,  if 
they  desire,  that  with  one  of  the  town  servants 
tbey  have  allowance  to  come  to  public  worship, 
and  return  when  it's  over  to  their  prison  ;  but 
this  is  not  ordinarily  the  case.  When  they  are 
confined  long,  the  minister  visits  them  in  prison. 
For  criminals  ander  sentence  of  death,  a  great 
deal  of  pains  is  taken  with  them.  Those  art 
generaUyat  Edinburgh,  Gla^ow,  Aberdeen,  &c. 
where  there  are  several  ministers.  These,  by 
turns,  go  to  the  prison,  and  take  much  pains  on 
them  to  prepare  for  death,  geherally  once,  or 
oftener,  every  day.  And  after  scutenoe,  the 
prisoners,  under  a  guard,  are  ordinarily  brought 
together  on  the  Lord's  day,  and  publicly  prayed 
for  in  all  the  churches  of  the  city;  and  on  the 
day  of  execution,  a  minister  or  two  attends  them 
to  their  execution.  There  k  no  need  of  funds, 
you  see,  in  this  method  of  instruction ;  and  many 
such  extraordinaries,  if  I  may  call  them  so^  fall 
under  the  hands  of  ministers  in  our  considerable 
towns  and  cities. 

I  suppose  Mr.  William  Grant,  advocate,  who 
succeeds  Mr.  Dundas  as  advocate  for  the  church, 
and  clerk  to  the  General  Assembly,  shortly  will 
be  chosen  secretary  at  their  annual  meeting  in 
January  to  oar  society.  He  is  a  valuable  man. 
But  I  have  not  yet  heard  any  thing  certain 
about  it 

I  am  longing  for  your  circular  letter,  and 
conclude  with  my  best  wishes  to  the  kudable 
designs  of  the  Society,  and  my  most  affectionate 
regards  to  you,  and  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most 
humble  and  afTectionste  servant,  R.  W. 

Eastwooil,  Dec  2S,  17SS. 


The  preceding  Letters  have  been  selected  from  a  collectbn  of  nearly  five  hundred  in  my 
possession,  all,  or  nearly  all,  in  the  handwriting  of  the  Historian.  The  Reader  will 
observe,  that  the  subjects  treated  of  in  these  Letters  are  various  and  important ;  and  the 
good  sense,  accurate  information,  and  sound  judgment  of  the  Writer,  will  be  readily 
acknowledged.  Besides  the  Letters  by  the  Historian,  there  are  still  unpublished,  upwards 
o£five  thousand,  addressed  to  him  by  his  various  correspondents  in  all  parts  of  the  world; 
and  these  embrace,  more  or  less,  all  the  great  questions,  political,  reli^ous,  and  literary, 
which  occupied  public  attention  during  the  important  period  from  1700  down  to  1 732. 
The  Life  and  Correspondence  of  Robert  Wodrow,  judiciously  arranged,  and  accompanied 
with  suitable  Supplementary  Illustrations,  would  form  a  most  valuable  present  to  the 
Republic  of  Letters. 

H.  a 

Paittry,  Fib.  25,  IS-?,-*. 


TO 

THE   KINO.* 

SIR, 

Thb  Hiitory  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  under  a  long  seriei  of  sufierii^gi, 
from  which  it  was  rescued  by  that  great  instrument  of  Rrovidence,  King  William  of 
immortal  memoiy,  is,  with  the  profoundest  humility,  laid  at  your  Biqesty's  feet 

Permit  me  to  obsenre  the  adorable  and  just  retributions  of  the  ^ghteous  Judge  of 
all  the  earth.  Your  Royal  Fh)geoitorB,  the  excellent  King  and  Queen  of  Bohemia,  had 
the  grace  and  honour  Touchiafed  theiii»  to  suffer  for  our  holy  ReformatioD,  while  they 
were  too  much  ncjglected  by  those  in  Britain,  idio  oug|ht  to  have  supported  them :  your 
sacred  Blajesty,  with  all  your  dominions,  now  reap  the  fruits  of  those  glorious  suflferings ; 
and  your  happy  sulyects  cannot  but  hope  that  there  are  many  rich  blessingi  in 
reserve  to  your  Miyesty  and  your  Gkiuse^  for  a  great  while  to  come. 

Your  iUustrious  Father  joined  counsels  with  his  h^^mess  William  PHnce  of  Oraqge, 
for  farii^ing  about,  under  God^  that  wonderful  turn  of  affiurs,  at  the  late  happy 
Revolution,  which  put  an  end  to  the  sufferings  I  haye  described.  A  period  of  time 
nerer  to  be  foi^gotten  by  Protestants  I  when  our  Reformation  from  Popery,  with  all  the 
religious  and  dril  interests  of  Europe^  were  in  the  utmost  danger :  Popery  had  made 
formidable  advances;  a  bigotted  Papist  had  seated  himself  upon  the  throne^  and  was 
in  the  closest  concert  with  the  French  King,  who,  after  he  bad,  contrary  to  solemn 
promises  and  treaties,  ruined  a  glorious  and  numerous  Protestant  Church,  was 
strenuously  carrying  on  his  dariing  project  of  rooting  out  the  northern  heresy,  and 
grasping  hard  at  the  universal  monarchy.  **  Then  the  Lord  did  great  things  for  us, 
whereof  we  were  glad." 

We  had  not  loi^  enjoyed  our  reli^us  and  civil  liberties,  till  the  time  approached, 
when  our  great  deliverer,  worn  out  with  cares,  was  ripe  for  heaven,  and  called  to  enjoy 
the  glorious  reward  of  the  eminent  service  he  was  honoured  to  do  for  Ck>d  and  his 
generation.  It  was  then  kind  Providence  put  him  upon  securing  and  perpetuating 
those  great  things  our  gracious  God  had  wrought  for  us,  by  entailing  the  Crown,  and 
settling  the  Protestant  succession  in  your  illustrious  House.  And  we  were  at  a 
loss  to  determine,  whether  the  Revolution  itself,  or  the  securing  all  the  blessings  of  it 
to  us  and  latest  posterity,  was  the  greatest  appearance  of  Providence  for  us  and  all  the 
churches  of  Christ. 

Your  Majesty's  subjects  could  not  but  humbly  and  gratefully  observe  the  only  wise, 
powerful,  and  good  God,  preserving  this  his  own  work,  amidst  all  the  artful  and  open 
efforts,  made  afterwards  to  weaken  and  even  overturn  that  happy  settlement;  till  we 
had  the  inexpressible  pleasure  of  seeing  the  same  Almighty  arm,  at  a  season  when  our 
dangers  were  only  equalled  by  those  we  had  been  in  at  the  'Revo\u\\oTv»>Qtvtv%\tv^  '^OMt 
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cxcdlent  Majesty  to  the  poesesaon  of  that  throne  you  now  to  much  adonu    Biay  our 
gracions  God,  who  perfonneth  all  things  for  us,  preserve  you  long  long  upon  it. 

One  can  scarce  help  envying  the  happiness  of  that  htstcvian,  who  shall  have  the 
honour  fiuthfiilly,  and  in  a  manner  worthy  of  so  great  a  theme,  to  transmit  to  future 
iges  the  glories  of  your  fifajest/s  Goyemment,  and  of  such  a  lasting  and  happy  re^ 
as  an  good  men  most  ardently  wish  you :  hut  the  share  fidlen  to  me,  is  to  give  some 
account  of  a  management,  perfectly  the  reverse  of  the  beaudes  of  your  Miyeaty's 
administration;  in  which  we  see  an  hq>py  temperature  of  the  exercise  of  that 
prerogative,  which  all  good  Elings  ought  to  have^  with  the  liberdes  of  the  sulject,  and 
a  Just  regard  to  die  Constitution,  a  steady  firmness  and  resolution  necessary  to  all 
great  actions,  mixed  with  that  goodness  and  wisdom  requisite  to  so  great  a  trust.  The 
exaltad  and  noble  views  which  fill  your  Majesty's  eye,  are  the  g^oiy  of  God,  the 
promoting  of  real  religion,  the  felicity  of  your  subjects,  and  the  good  of  mankittd ;  and 
we  know  not  which  most  to  admire,  your  extensive  and  paternal  goodness  to  your 
subfects,  or  your  mildness  to  your  enemies^  which,  to  thdr  lasting  shame,  is  not  able 
to  reclaim  them :  but  my  mean  pen  is,  at  best,  every  way  below  this  noble  subject,  and 
of  late  is  so  blunted  with  the  mdancholy  matter  of  the  following  history,  and  our 
miseries  under  preceding  reigns,  that  it  is  perfbctiy  unfit  to  enter  upon  tiie  blessings  of 
your  Majesty's  government  Bfay  I  presume  to  hope,  that  the  uncontestable  fiKts 
recorded  in  this  history,  the  arbitrary  procedure,  oppression  and  severitiea  of  that 
period,  the  open  invasion  upon  liberty  and  property,  with  the  hasty  advances  towards 
popery  and  slaveiy,  must,  as  so  many  shades,  be  of  some  use  to  set  forth  the  glories  of 
your  Majesty's  rdgn,  even  with  some  greater  advantage  than  the  best  expressions  of 
the  bluest  pen. 

Persecution  for  consdence'  sake,  and  oppression  in  dvil  liberty,  flow  firom  the 
same  spring,  are  carried  on  by  the  same  measures,  and  lead  to  the  very  same  miaerible 
end;  so  that  they  could  scarce  miss  going  together  in  a  far  better  reign  than  those  I 
describe.  When  Asa  put  the  Seer  in  prison,  he  oppressed  some  of  the  people  at  the 
same  time :  but  your  Majesty's  just  and  conspicuous  regard  to  tender  conscience 
among  your  Protestant  subjects,  perfectly  secures  them  from  the  most  distant  fears  of 
any  invasion  upon  what  is  valuable  to  them,  as  men  and  members  of  a  dvil  sodefy. 

Great  Sir,  you  have  the  glory  of  making  a  noble  stand,  in  a  manner  worthy  of 
yourself  and  the  great  interests  of  Reli^on  and  Liberty,  against  the  unmanlj  and 
antichristian  spirit  of  persecution,  oppression,  and  tyranny,  so  peculiar  to  Papists,  and 
such  who  have  been  guided  by  their  counsels.  All  the  Protestant  Churches  are  daflv 
oflfering  up  thdr  thanks  to  Ck>d,  for  your  generous  and  truly  Christian  appearances  in 
behalf  of  our  oppressed  brethren  in  Germany,  and  cannot  cease  fit>m  their  most 
fervent  prayers  for  succe^  to  your  Majesty's  endeavours  this  way,  in  conjunction  with 
the  King  of  Phissia,  your  Majesty's  son-in-law,  and  other  Protestant  powers.  The 
Church  of  Scotland  must  be  nearly  touched  with  the  hardships  put  upon  any  of  the 
Hefortned  Churches  abroad :  in  worship,  doctrine,  government,  and  discipline,  she  is 
upon  the  same  scriptural  bottom  with  them.  The  Palatine  Catechism  was  adopted  by 
us,  till  we  had  the  happiness  to  join  with  the  venerable  Assembly  at  Westminster,  in 
that  excellent  form  of  sound  words  contained  in  our  CoivCesuon  of  Faith,  ratified  by 
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lawy  and  our  Laiger  and  Shorter  CatedusniB.  We  suffered  the  hardahipe  I  relate^  for 
adhering  to  our  Reformation  blessings^  and  humUy  claim  the  character  of  contending 
and  suflfering  for  revolution  Principles,  eren  before  the  rerolution  was  brought  about. 
And  it  was,  when  appearing  for  the  liberties  of  the  nation,  as  well  as  the  principles  of 
our  reformation,  that  P^esbjrterians  in  Scotland  were  harassed  and  persecuted;  and 
yeC  they  nudntained  their  loyalty,  and  just  regard  to  the  dvil  powers,  even  when 
oppresaed  by  them.  They  have  been  indeed  otherwise  represented  by  their  enemies;  but 
whenever  your  Maqestfn  greater  affidrs  permit  you  to  look  upon  the  following  history, 
I  flatter  myself  you  will  have  satiafyii^  evidence,  that  they  suffered  for  ijghtcousness* 
sak^  and  not  as  evil-doers.  This  they  were  tau^t  by  their  Bibles.  And  now,  when 
we  are  relieved  from  sudi  hardships,  our  plain  duty  and  behest  interests  are  happily 
combined  in  an  inviolable  attadunent  to  your  most  excdknt  filajesty's  person,  fomily, 
and  government.  The  least  inclination  unto  a  Popish  pretender  to  the  crown  of  these 
realms,  is  a  crime  so  black  in  our  eyes,  and  so  contrary  to  our  principles  and  interest, 
that  we  want  words  to  express  our  abhorrence  of  it.  The  succession  in  your  Majesty's 
person  and  Pfevtestant  heirs,  the  Tery  crowning  stone  of  the  revolution,  is  what  we 
ardently  prayed  and  contended  for,  before  it  took  place ;  and  from  our  yery  souls  we 
bless  the  Lord  for  making  it  eflectual  in  your  Bfi^esty's  accession,  and  reckon  oursdves 
hsppy  in  the  honour  of  avouching  our  inviolable  duty,  aflfectbn  and  fidelity  to  your 
sacred  fifa|esty,  our  only  rightful  and  lawfol  Sovereign. 

Permit  m^  in  the  most  smcere  and  unfdgned  manner,  to  join  vrith  the  Church  of 
Scodand,  in  adoration  and  praise  to  our  gracious  Ood  and  Redeemer,  who  because  he 
loved  us,  made  you  King  over  us,  to  do  judgment  and  justice,  and  hath  raised  up  your 
Majesty  to  maintain  what  he  hath  wrought  for  us,  to  preserve  our  valuable  privileges, 
and  redress  our  remaining  grievances,  brou^t  upon  us  under  the  former  unhappy 
admimatration.  May  the  same  ^orious  God  kindly  lead  you  throu^  such  difficulties 
as  the  maHfrM  sins  of  those  nations  bring  in  your  way,  support  your  sacred  Miyes^ 
under  the  fotigoe  and  cares  vrith  which  your  imperial  crown  is  surrounded,  pour  out 
his  best  Uessings  upon  your  Royd  Person  and  Family,  and,  in  his  great  goodness  to  .us 
and  those  parts  of  the  world,  preserve  you  long  the  Arbiter  of  Europe^  and  Head  of  the 
Protestant  interest ;  and  after  an  happy  and  glorious  reign  over  your  kiqgdoms,  and  an 
extensive  and  usefol  life  to  the  diurch  of  Ood,  mankind,  and  those  lands,  recdve  you 
gyacioosly  to  hit  blessed  and  etcmd  mannons  above. 

Meanwhile,  great  8ir,in  the  most  submisdve  manner,  I  beg  your  Majesty's  patroni^, 
and  the  liberty  to  inscribe  this  Ifistory  to  the  best,  as  well  as  greatest  of  kings,  wad 
presume  with  your  allowance,  upon  the  honour  of  subscribing  myself  in  this  puUie 
manner,  with  the  greatest  humility  and  sincerity, 

May  It  plcsM  your  most  «xoeUent  Mtjmtj, 
Your  Mijetty's  mott  faithful, 

most  dutiful,  most  devoted,  and  obedient  subject, 

ROBERT  WODROW. 


AITTHOR'S   PREFACE 


TO  TBS 


FraST  VOLUME  OF  THE  ORIGINAL  EDITION. 


It  must  appear  strange  to  all  disinterested 
persons,  who  know  any  thing  of  Scottish 
affiurs  from  the  restoration  to  the  revolution, 
that  there  u  a  party  among  us  who  deny 
there  was  any  persecution  of  presbyterians 
for  consdenoe'  sake  in  that  period,  and  yet 
raise  a  terriUe  cry  of  severity  and  cruelties 
exercised  upon  the  episcopal  clei^  at  and 
since  the  happy  revolution.  Presbyterians 
are  loudly  called  upon,  to  give  an  instance 
of  persecution  during  that  time,  except  for 
the  crimes  of  rebellion  and  treason.  It  is 
boldly  asserted,  and  published  to  the  wcMrld, 
that  no  man  in  Scotland  ever  suflered  for 
his  religion.  Libels  have  been  printed,  and 
carefully  handed  about,  containing  these 
glaring  untruths;  and  no  small  pains  is 
taken,  and  many  artifices  used,  to  unpress 
the  En^ish  nation  with  them.  Multitudes 
of  pamphlets  were  going  about  after  the 
revolution,  larded  with  these  and  such  like 
aspersions  upon  the  church  of  Scotland,  to 
which  some  just  answers  were  at  that  time 
given.  A  new  cry  was  raised,  to  the  same 
purpose,  upon  the  death  of  our  glorious 
deliverer  king  William,  when  a  design  was 
formed  to  strengthen  the  anti-revolution 
party,  and  weaken  this  churdi,  by  a  bound- 
jess  toleration,  and  the  re-introduction  of 
patronages :  but  the  last  four  years  of  queen 
Anne's  reign  were  thought  a  most  proper 
juncture  for  propagating  those  falsehoods, 
gradually  to  prepare  the  way  for  overturning 
our  revolution  establirimient,  and  conse- 
quentiy  the  glorious  settiement  of  the  protes- 
tant  succession,  and  with  those  the  rdigion 
and  liberties  of  Britain  and  Irdand.  Sir 
George  Mackenzie's  Vindication  of  the 
Rdgns  of  King  Charles  and  Ring  James,  was 
irpmied,  and  careiully  spread,  with  many 


other  pamphlets,  containing  facts,  assertioni^ 
and  representations  of  things,  perfectly  con- 
trary to  the  knowledge  and  experience  of 
multitudes  yet  alive.  The  authors,  abetters, 
and  grand  promoters  whereof  were  the 
Jacobites,  who  threw  off  the  mask  at  the  late 
unnatural  rebellion,  equally  enemies  to  his 
most  excellent  Majesty  King  George,  and 
the  church  of  Scotland :  and  nothing  could 
move  them  to  publish  facts  they  could  not 
but  know  were  false,  save  their  engagement 
in  a  party  with  foreign  papists,  their  virulent 
malice  at  our  present  establishment,  and 
obstinate  zeal  for  the  pretender,  who  is 
educated  and  confirmed  in  Romish  idolatry, 
contradictions  and  tyranny,  and  therefore 
the  fittest  hand  to  re-act  the  tragedies  of 
the  unhappy  period  I  am  to  describe,  and 
worse,  if  worse  can  be  supposed. 

I  wish  the  prelatic  party  among  us  have 
not  been  tempted  to  venture  upon  such 
methods,  by  the  culpable  silence  of  pre^- 
terians,  who  have  been  so  far  from  rendering 
evil  for  evil,  or  measuring  out  to  them 
according  to  thdr  measure,  that,  it  must 
be  owned,  they  have  been  much  wanting  to 
themselves,  their  ndghbours,  and  posterity, 
in  not  representing  true  matter  of  fact,  for 
their  own  vindication.  As  this  n^igence 
hath  no  doubt  given  considerable  advantage 
to  the  other  side,  so  it  hath  been  mucn 
lamented  by  many,  who,  at  tins  distance, 
want  distinct  accounts  of  the  unparalleled 
severities  of  the  former  times :  and  now  it 
is,  with  some  colour  of  reason,  improven 
in  conversation  and  otherwise,  as  an  aigu- 
nient  that  presbyterians  have  nothing  to  say 
for  themselves;  and  silence  is  taken  for 
confession  in  persons  so  nenxV^  cqtmiista^ 
It  appears  higb  time  iVieiv,  \o  \«x  vVe  -votW 
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know,  that  presbyteriAns  have  not  been  so 
long  silent  from  want  of  matter,  but  from  a 
regard  to  the  reputation  of  our  holy  religion, 
and  common  interests  of  the  refomiatioD* 
They  were  unwilling  to  seem  in  the  least  to 
stir  up  the  government  to  deal  with  the 
persecuting  party  in  a  way  of  retaliation; 
and,  till  forced,  in  their  own  necessary 
defence,  to  set  matters  in  their  true  light, 
and  expose  the  severe  treatment  they  met 
with,  they  could  have  wished  the  inhumani- 
ties of  professed  protestants,  towards  those 
who  were  really  such,  had  been  buried  in 
oblivion. 

The  following  work  being  extorted  by 
the  impudence  of  those  who  are  no  friends 
to  the  present  establishment  of  church  and 
state,  they  ovigfat  to  bear  the  blame  of  any 
mbimprovement  the  enemies  of  our  reforma- 
tion may  make  of  that  persecuting  spirit,  so 
peculiar  to  papists,  when  it  discovers  itself 
among  protestants.  I  am  assured  by  a 
worthy  friend  of  mine,  who  was  present  at 
a  conversation  betwixt  Mr.  Jeremiah  White, 
wdl  known  at  London,  and  some  persons 
there  of  the  first  rank,  some  few  years  ago, 
that  Mr.  White  told,  he  had  made  a  full 
collection  of  all  who  had  suflercd  by  the 
penal  laws  in  England,  from  the  restoration 
to  the  revolution,  for  nonconformity,  their 
names,  the  fines  imposed,  the  gaols  where 
they  were  imprisoned,  Ac.  That  the  number 
of  persecuted  protestant  nonconformists 
exceeded  sixty  thousand,  whereof  above 
five  thousand  died  in  gaol.  King  James, 
afler  his  accession,  came  to  be  informed  of 
diis  collection,  and  offered  Mr.  White  a 
large  sum  for  it,  which  he  generously  refused, 
knowing  the  design  a  popish  prince  probably 
had  in  getting  such  papers  in  his  hand,  to 
expose  the  church  of  England,  and  to 
extenuate  the  just  chai^  of  the  tyranny 
and  persecution  of  those  of  his  own  religion, 
if  popery  deserves  that  name.  But  the 
spirit  of  tyranny,  imposition,  and  persecution, 
ought  to  be  abominated  wherever  it  is :  nor 
do  I  see  what  handle  papists  can  have  to 
insult  protestants  fix>m  the  severities  narrated 
in  the  following  history,  since  it  is  plain 
these  proceeded  from  themselves.  The 
duke  of  York,  and  his  party,  several  of 
trAam  turned  papkts,  were  at  the  bottom 


of  our  persecution  in  Scotland:  our  prdstct 
were  heartily  in  his  interests;  tub  depcud- 
auts  were  the  chief  managers;  and  say 
relaxation  allowed  in  his  re^gn,  was  to  lene 
his  own  purposes,  diough  preabytcrism 
happily  improved  it  to  the  itrengthening  of 
the  protestant  interest;  wluch,  by  the  good 
providence  of  God,  made  way  for  tbe 
revolution. 

An  attempt  is  made^  in  the  feUowiog 
history,  to  give  a  well  vouched  narrative  of 
the  sufierings  of  the  churdi  of  Sootland, 
from  the  (year)  1660,  to  the  never  to  be 
forgotten  year  1688,  a  work  much  wished 
for  by  the  fnends  of  the  reformation»  and 
lovers  of  our  valuable  constitution;  tbe 
want  of  which  hath  been  matter  of  regret  to 
the  members  of  this  national,  church,  sad 
improven  to  her  disadvantage  by  eneniei 
The  fittest  season  for  a  performance  of  thii 
nature  had  undoubtedly  been  thirty  yean 
ago,  when  the  particular  instancea  of  oppres> 
sion  and  barbarity,  now  much  IbfgoCtCD, 
were  recent,  and  the  witneasea  alive^  At 
that  time  somewhat  of  this  nature  seem 
to  have  been  designed:  nanatives  were 
gathered,  some  of  which  have  come  to  mj 
hands,  but  many  of  them  are  loat ;  yet  tbe 
public  registers,  and  the  severe  laws  made 
by  our  parliamenta,  and  not  a  few  well 
attested  instances  of  their  terrible  executkia, 
still  remain.  Indeed  the  courts  hdd  in 
several  parts  of  the  country,  even  those 
clothed  with  a  council  and  justiciaiy  power, 
dther  kept  no  raters,  or,  if  they  did,  thcj 
are  since  lost.  It  was  the  interest  of  tboie 
who  exacted  fines,  and  pocketed  them,  to 
suppress  what  they  got ;  and,  in  moat  casei, 
they  were  not  bound  to  give  accounts  of 
what  they  extorted.  Innumerable  cases 
occur  in  this  mdancholy  period,  where  ve 
cannot  expect  accounts  of  the  exortxtant 
exactions  and  oppresrions  then  so  coomion, 
such  as  subsutence  money,  dry  quartens 
riding  money,  bribes,  vast  sums  paid  by  tbe 
friends  of  the  persecuted,  compositiona,  aiid 
the  like ;  to  say  nothing  of  the  barbaritiei 
committed  by  the  officers  of  the  anny, 
soldiers^  and  tools  of  those  in  power,  bjr 
virtue  of  secret  instructions,  blank  wairants, 
illimited  powers,  and  unwritten  orders,  for 
\  tu]ppoc^%  ^  ip^vEuanBl^  and  eacoura§|- 
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\g  the  orthodox  clergy,  as  was  pretended. 
Jt  this  distance  then,  and  when  most  o£ 
lose  who  were  persecuted,  and  many  of 
le  witnesses  to  what  passed,  are  removed 
f  death,  it  is  plain,  the  following  history 
lost  appear  with  not  a  few  disadvanti^es, 
nd  cannot  be  so  full  and  particular  as  it 
i^ght  have  been  at,  or  a  little  after  the 
appy  revolution. 

How  the  author  came  to  engi^  in  this 
ttempt,  what  were  his  motives  and  views, 
re  matters  of  so  little  importance  to  the 
rorld,  that  it  is  not  worth  while  to  take  up 
le  reader's  time  with  them:  it  may  be 
f  more  use  to  give  some  account  of  the 
tttferials  I  had,  and  somewhat  of  the 
lethod  I  have  followed  in  putting  them 
Dgether. 

Our  public  records,  the  rej^ters  of  the 
ffivy  council  and  justiciary,  are  the  great 
iind  of  which  this  history  is  formed:  a 
reat  part  of  it  consists  of  extracts  from 
bese,  and  I  have  omitted  nothing  in  them 
rhich  might  give  light  to  the  state  of  the 
hurch  of  Scotland  in  that  period ;  though* 
a  perusing  and  making  extracts  out  of  ten 
c  twelve  large  volumes,  several  things  may 
isve  escaped  me. 

It  is  with  pleasure  I  observe  a  growing 
adination  in  this  age  to  have  historical 
natters  well  vouched,  and  to  trace  up  facts 
o  their  proper  fountains,  with  a  prevailing 
iiuBour  of  searching  records,  registers,letter8, 
ind  papen^  written  in  the  times  we  would 
lire  the  knowledge  of.  If  this  temper 
Iqgenerate  not  into  scepticism,  incredulity, 
md  a  groundless  calling  in  question  such 
hings  as»  from  their  nature  and  drcum- 
itanoes,  we  cannot  expect  to  meet  with  in 
leccHrds,  I  hope,  it  may  tend  very  much  to 
idvance  the  great  interests  of  religion  and 
iberty :  but  such  is  the  frailty  and  comip- 
joo  of  our  present  state,  that  men  are  too 
-eady  to  run  from  one  extreme  to  the  other, 
md,  because  they  are  imposed  upon  in  some 
"ehitions,  to  believe  nothing  at  all,  although 
he  evidence  brought  is  all  the  subject  is 
aipable  of,  and  no  more  can  be  reasonably 
iemanded. 

Now,  when  I  am  insensibly  led  into  the 
nilject  of  drawing  hbtory  from  public 
Mpers  and   records,  I  cannot  altogether 


pass  some  beautiful  strokes,  to  this  purpose^ 
in  that  noble  historian  Josephus.  It  will 
be  of  little  use  to  most  of  my  readers  to 
give  the  original  Gredk;  and  therefore  I 
shall  insert  the  passages  from  the  last 
English  translation.  Many  things  lie  scat- 
tered through  the  works  of  that  great  man, 
to  this  purpose ;  but,  in  the  entry  of  his 
first  book  i^ainst  Apion,  he  insists  directly 
upon  the  necessity  of  forming  history  from 
records.  Having  taken  notice  of  the  lame- 
ness of  the  Greek  writers  this  way,  he  says, 
**  The  Egyptians,  Chaldeans  and  Phenidans, 
to  say  nothing  of  ourselves,  have  from  time 
to  time  recorded,  and  transmitted  down  to 
posterity,  the  memorials  of  past  ages,  in 
monumental  pillars  and  inscriptions,  accord- 
ing to  the  advice  and  direction  of  the  wisest 
men  they  had,  for  the  perpetual  memory  of 
all  transactions  of  moment,  and  to  the  end 

that  nothing  might  be  lost. It  is  most 

certain,  that  there  is  no  Greek  manuscript 
extant,  dated  before  the  poem  of  Homer; 
and  as  certain,  that  the  Trojan  war  was 
over  before  that  poem  was  written :  nay,  it 
will  not  be  allowed  either,  that  Homer 
ever  committed  this  piece  of  his  to  writing 
at  all,  but  it  passed  up  and  down  like  a 
piece  of  a  ballad  song,  that  people  got  by 
rote,  dU,  in  the  end,  copies  were  taken  on 
it,  from  dictates  by  woitl  of  mouth.  This 
was  the  true  reason  of  so  many  contradic- 
tions and  mistakes  in  the  transcripts." — 
He  enlargeth,  in  what  follows,  upon  the 
faults  of  the  Greek  historians,  and  observes 
their  plain  dashing  and  disagreement  **  It 
is  evident  (adds  he,)  that  the  history  they 
deliver  is  not  so  much  matter  of  foct,  as 
conjecture  and  opinion;  and  that  every 
man  writes  according  to  his  fancy,  their 
authors  still  clashing  one  with  another. 
The  first  and  great  reason  of  thdr  disagree- 
ment, is  the  failing  of  the  Greeks,  in  not 
laying  a  timdy  foundation  for  history,  in 
records  and  memorials,  to  conserve  the 
memory  of  all  great  actions;  for,  without 
these  monumental  traditions,  posterity  b 
left  at  liberty  to  write  at  random,  and  to 
write  false  too,  without  any  danger  of  being 
contradicted.'* — He  further  notices,  that 
this  way  of  keeping  public  regUter«  had 
been   neglected  in    Greece,  wA   «*<«^  ^ 
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Athens  itself:  and  adds,  "without  these 
lights  and  authorities,  historians  must  neces- 
sarily be  dtrided  and  confounded  among 
themselves."  A  multitude  of  other  things, 
to  the  same  purpose,  follow,  too  laige  to  be 
here  transcribed. 

The  council  and  criminal  court  had  most 
of  the  persecuted  people  before  them ;  from 
their  books  I  have  given  my  accounts :  and 
the  passages  taken  fifom  the  records  are 
generally  marked  with  commas;  this  hath 
drawn  out  the  history  to  a  far  greater  length 
than  I  could  have  wished.  Every  body  will 
observe,  that  several  of  the  passages  might 
have  been  shortened,  and  the  principal 
papers  themselves  abbreviated,  and  some 
repetitions  and  matters  of  common  form 
omitted;  yet  I  have  chosen  to  give  every 
thing  as  it  stands  in  the  registers  and  other 
vouchers,  and  to  insert  the  principal  papers 
themselves  in  the  history  or  appendix, 
rather  than  abstracts  of  them,  for  several 
reasons.  As  they  now  stand,  they  are  self- 
vouchers  :  had  I  shortened  them,  and  given 
them  in  mine  own  words,  perhaps,  such  as 
know  me  might  have  the  charity  to  believe, 
I  would  not  knowingly  have  falsified  or 
misrepresented  matters;  but  it  is  much 
better  things  stand  as  they  are  in  the  records. 
I  design,  that  as  little  of  this  history  as  may 
be  should  lean  upon  me :  let  every  one  see 
with  his  own  eyes,  and  judge  for  himself, 
upon  the  very  same  evidence  I  have ;  this 
is  certainly  the  fairest  and  justest  way.  And 
I  am  of  opinion,  even  the  necessary  repeti- 
tions, and  some  lesser  circumstances,  which 
miglit  have  been  omitted,  had  I  compendized 
the  registers,  and  other  public  papers,  will 
not  want  their  own  use.  This  method  may 
seem  a  little  to  the  disadvantage  of  those 
frhom  I  would  not  willingly  have  misrepre- 
sented. It  is  plain,  very  harsh  names  and 
epithets  are  given  to  presbyterians ;  and 
the  sufferers  are  represented  in  the  most 
odious  colours,  in  the  registers,  proclama^ 
tions,  indictments,  and  the  ordinary  course 
of  the  minutes  of  the  council.  Many  facts 
are  set  in  a  very  false  light ;  a  vast  deal  of 
misrepresentations,  ill  grounded  and  idle 
stories,  are  inserted ;  and  every  thing  unac- 
countably stretched  against  the  persecuted 
Bide.    Some  notice  is  taken  of  this  in  the 


body  of  the  history,  and  matters  act  m  ther 
true  and  just  light,  as  briefly  as  I  cooU. 
Had  I  been  writing  a  ddfence  of  the 
sufferers  in  this  period,  much  more  nugbt 
have  been  sud :  but,  as  an  Ustorian,  I  wh 
chiefly  concerned  to  repretent  &cti;  sad 
having  given  the  rqpreacntation  of  mattcn^ 
in  the  very  terms  used  bj  the  persccutoii 
themselves,  their  severity,  and  the  innoccniv 
of  the  persecuted,  will  appear  the  more 
Inrightly. 

When  searching  the  books  of  parUameM^ 
I  was  much  discouraged  upon  fimfing  the 
processes  against  the  marquia  of  Aigjle^ 
Mr.  James  Guthrie,  and  the  lord  Waniston, 
quite  left  out;  and  therefore^  geDcniljr 
speaking,  I  have  confined  myself  to  the 
printed  acts.  It  had  been  a  labour  toa 
great  for  me,  to  have  gone  throu^  aD  the 
warrants ;  and  the  iniquitous  laws  stand  fnU 
enough  in  print.  Had  the  council  warraots 
been  in  order,  no  question  but  considerable 
discoveries  mig^t  have  been  made  of  the 
iniquity  of  this  time;  but  those  bdng  no- 
sorted,  and  in  no  small  confiision,  I  was 
obliged  to  keep  myself  by  what  the  managers 
have  thought  fit  to  put  into  the  registers; 
and  it  is  surprising  to  find  some  things  then^ 
which  we  shall  afterwards  meet  with.  The 
rest  of  the  history  is  made  up  of  parti- 
cular well  vouched  instances  of  severities 
through  several  parts  of  the  kingdom,  whicb 
cannot  be  looked  for  in  the  records :  some  d 
them  are  attested  upon  oath;  others  come 
from  the  persons  concerned,  thebr  relatioDii 
or  such  who  are  present  at  the  facts  nairat- 
ed.  In  this  part,  I  have  taken  all  the  eve 
I  could  to  get  the  best  informations,  and 
have  been  redconed  by  some  a  little  over  nice 
as  to  my  vouchers:  if  I  have  erred  hen^ 
I  hope,  it  was  the  safest  side;  and  I  could 
not  prevail  with  myself  to  publish  to  othen^ 
any  thing  but  what  I  had  as  full  evidence  ol 
as  the  subject  would  bear  at  this  distance. 

In  the  fiirst  and  second  books,  the  reverend 
Mr.  James  Kirkton*s  Memoirs  were  useful 
to  me,  and  some  short  hints  of  the  reverend 
Mr.  Matthew  Crawford,  my  worthy  pre- 
decessor, in  the  charge  where  I  serve;  these 
he  did  not  live  to  complete,  as  he  had  done 
the  former  part  of  the  history  of  this  church 
to  tVie  re&XoTaldoTi,   \VaA  cQunitHmicated  ta 
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le  likewise  a  considerable  collection  of 
ifbrmations,  and  oiher  papers  relative  to 
le  persecution  of  this  church,  lodged,  after 
le  rcYolution,  in  the  hands  of  the  reverend 
[r.  David  Williamson,  late  minister  of  the 
est  kirk.  I  have  had  access  also  to  some 
■luable  papers  belonging  once  to  the 
nrerend  Mr.  Alexander  Sheils,  mostly 
Titten  before  the  revolution.  Not  a  few 
entlemen  and  ministers,  relations  of  the 
ifTerera  in  this  period,  have  sent  me  well 
tteated  accounts  of  the  hardships  particular 
lersona  met  with.  My  brethren  and  friends, 
who  have  been  helpful  to  me  in  procuring 
hose  materials,  and  the  gentlemen  by  whose 
ftvour  I  had  access  to  the  records,  will 
(lease  to  accept  of  this  public  and  general 
cknowledgment  of  their  goodness.  I  am 
,  debtor  to  so  many,  as  renders  it  imprac- 
icable  for  me  to  be  more  particular ;  if  the 
bUowing  history  in  any  measure  answer  its 
lesign,  I  know  this  will  be  the  best  return 
ny  firiends  wish  for. 

Any  thing  further  necessary  to  be  observed, 
IS  to  my  vouchers  and  materials,  will  fall  in 
ipon  the  history  itself.  My  part,  in  putting 
those  together,  is  what  I  should  next  speak 
li,  though  I  reckon  myself  the  unfittest  of 
my  to  say  much  upon  this  head.  Since  I 
yegan  to  reflect  upon  things,  I  still  judged 
nrriting  of  history  a  very  difficult  work,  and 
low  I  find  it  so :  It  is  a  harder  province 
itill,  to  write  accounts  of  times  a  man  hath 
not  personally  known,  and  when  the  greatest 
[lart  of  them  were  elapsed  before  he  was 
>om ;  the  task  grows,  when  one  has  none 
^ing  before  him,  nor  any  thread  to  guide 
bimself  by;  especially  when  the  times  are 
full  of  heat,  rents,  and  divisions,  and  any 
iccounts  that  remain  are  various,  according 
IS  the  several  parties  stood  affected;  which 
>ccanons  very  different  representations  of 
acts  themselves :  in  such  a  case,  nothing 
>ut  honesty  and  integrity,  with  labour  and 
liligence,  can  carry  a  writer  through.  My 
ityle,  I  know,  is  what  cannot  answer  the 
aste  of  this  age;  apologies  for  it  are  of 
\o  great  use.  I  never  affected,  or  had 
nuch  occasion  to  attain  any  delicacy  of 
style;  all  I  purpose  to  myself,  is  to  be 
mderstood.  A  country  life  for  e^hteen 
rears,  with  my  necessary  converse  among 


my  people,  and  discoursing  to  them  in  my 
sermons,  as  much  as  I  can,  according  to 
their  capacity,  hath  brought  me  insensibly 
to  express  myself  in  a  manner  which  iq 
print  may  appear  low  and  flat:  besides, 
such  a  heap  of  informations  from  diflerent 
persons,  and  in  various  styles,  as  I  was 
obliged  to  make  use  of  in  this  woik,  may  be 
supposed' would  have  altered  a  better  expres- 
sion than  ever  I  was  master  of.  Indeed  I 
have  kept  as  much  by  the  papers  I  made 
use  of,  as  possibly  I  could ;  and  there  is  but 
a  small  part  of  the  history  in  my  words, 
'  which,  I  presume,  may  be  understood  even 
by  English  readers,  who,  it  is  hoped,  will 
bear  with  me,  though  I  come  not  fully  up 
to  the  propriety  of  the  English  language, 
nor  to  the  accuracy  and  neatness  of  their 
writers. 

The  general  method  I  have  used  in  this 
work,  was  what  I  was  some  way  obliged  to 
take,  and  to  me  it  appeared  most  natural. 
In  this  period  which  I  have  described,  I 
had  no  line  to  direct  me,  or  any  history  of 
affiurs  in  Scotland  during  those  two  reigns : 
I  walked  in  an  untrodden  path,  and  was 
obliged  to  make  a  road  for  myself  the  best 
way  I  could.  All  left  me  to  do,  was  to 
class  my  materials,  informations,  acts  of 
pariiament  and  council,  with  my  transcripts 
from  the  r^;isters,  and  to  join  together  what 
the  agreement  of  the  matter  required  to  be 
connected.  This  led  me  to  divide  the  work 
in  chapters  and  sections,  and  those  obliged 
me  to  make  some  repetitions  and  resump- 
tions, which  otherwise  might  have  been 
spared.  Had  I  been  permitted  to  keep 
this  history  some  longer  time  by  me,  I 
might  have  pared  of  those,  and  cast  the 
matter  in  one  continued  discourse,  without 
such  breaks ;  but  even  these  may  perhaps 
not  want  their  advantage,  and  may  be 
breathing  places  to  stop  at,  in  so  great  a 
heap  of  matter  as  is  here  collected. 

After  I  had  formed  this  history,  and 
published  my  proposals  for  printing  it,  many 
informations  were  sent  me,  and  I  had  access 
to  some  records  I  wanted  before ;  yea,  even 
during  the  time  of  printing  this  volume, 
some  papers  of  consequence  came  to  my 
hand :  the  inserting  o?  >wVi«x  vixvs  wc^essar^ 
from  these,  in  the  proper  pWc^,  Wx^  xvc^\.  ^ 


xlii 


THE  AUTHOR  S  PREFACE 


little  altered  this  work,  and  made  the  con- 
Dection  of  purposes  in  some  parts  less 
natural  than  it  mi^ht  hare  been,  if  all  my 
materials  had  been  under  ray  view  at  first. 
And  my  later  informations  beings  fuller  and 
more  circumstantiate,  there  may  perhaps 
be  some  seeming  difierences  betwixt  them 
and  the  shorter  hints  given  in  other  places ; 
but,  I  hope,  no  real  inconsistency  will  be 
found,  truth  being  what  I  had  still  in  mine 
eye. 

In  this  collection,  I  have  taken  in  many 
things  which  might  have  been  omitted,  had 
there  been  any  history  of  church  or  state 
afiTairs  published,  relating  to  this  interval; 
but  when  gathering  materials,  and  searching 
our  records,  I  thought  myself  at  liberty  to 
insert  every  thing  that  offered,  which  might 
afford  any  light  to  the  history  of  this  period. 
This  hath  indeed  considerably  enlarged  the 
bulk  of  the  work :  yet,  I  flatter  myself,  it 
may  be  of  some  une  to  supply  our  want  of 
a  history  of  this  time,  at  least  be  materials 
for  others  to  work  upon  with  less  labour 
than  1  have  been  at :  it  will  likewise  render 
the  melancholy  history  of  sufferings  and 
persecution  a  little  more  pleasant  to  the 
reader,  when  other  things  are  mixed  with  it 

Most  part  of  the  principal  papers,  and 
the  facts  here  inserted,  have  never  yet  been 
published;  and  therefore,  1  am  ready  to 
apprehend,  they  may  be  the  more  enter- 
taining to  this  inquisitive  age :  from  those 
judicious  readers  cannot  but  have  the  best 
view  of  this  unhappy  time.  If,  in  my 
inferences  from  them,  1  have  any  where  erred, 
I  shall  take  it  most  kindly  to  be  set  right. 
I  have  been  very  sparing  in  any  thing  which 
might  bear  hard  upon  persons  or  families ; 
but,  when  narrating  facts,  it  was  impossible 
to  evite  giving  the  names  and  designations 
of  the  actors.  This  is  what  needs  offend 
nobody,  and  they  stand  open  to  every  one's 
view,  in  our  public  records  and  proclama- 
tions. I  have  charged  our  prelates  with 
being  the  first  movers  of  most  parts  of  the 
persecution  of  these  times :  this  b  a  matter 
of  fact,  fully  known  in  Scotland;  and  I 
could  not  have  written  impartially,  had  1 
not  laid  most  part  of  the  evibi  of  this  period 
at  their  door.  If  I  have  anywhere  used  any 
hanhness  in  Bpeaking  of  this  subject,  it  hath 


proceeded  fh>m  a  peculiar  abhorrence,  I 
cannot  help  entertaining  at  a  persecutini^ 
spirit,  wherever  it  discoTers  itself,  espedaDj 
in  churchmen. 

Since  we  want  a  Soots  biography,  and 
have  nothing  almost  of  the  lives  of  eminent 
ministers,  gentlemen,  and  private  Christians 
in  this  church,  I  have  been  the  larger  in  mj 
accounts  of  such  worthy  persons  as  fell  in 
my  way,  since  I  cannot  but  reckon  that  one 
of  the  most  useful  and  entertaining  parti  of 
history:   this  has  led  me  to  give  sevenl 
instances  of  sufferers  upon  the  very  same 
account,  when  fewer  examples  might  other- 
wise have  answered  the  ends  of  this  historv: 
but  I  thought  it  pity  that  any  thing,  which 
might  do  justice  to  the  memory  of  those 
excellent  confessors  and  martyrs,  should  be 
lost.    From  the  same  consideration,  some 
principal  papers  are  inserted  in  the  history 
and  appendix,  relative  to  the  same  subject, 
where,  it  may  be,  fewer  might  have  sufficed: 
but  I  judged  it  worth  while  to  preserve  as 
many  of  the  valiuble  remains  of  this  time, 
as  I  could.     All  of  them  ctontain  something; 
or  other  different ;  and  the  true  sentiments, 
deliberate  vie  ws^  and  undissembled  principles 
of  good  men,  appear  most  naturally  in  their 
own  words  and  papers.      Such  as  thiok 
them  tedious  and  irksome,  may  overlook 
them  with  less  pain  than  I  have  been  at  ia 
collecting  and  inserting  them. 

In  the  following  work,  I  have  taken  some 
notice  of  the  accounts  of  our  Scottish 
affairs,  during  the  interval  before  me,  by 
the  most  noted  English  historians,  Dr  Sprat, 
Bishop  Kennet,  Mr  Collier,  Mr  Archdeacon 
Eachard,  and  others  of  lesser  name.  This 
I  hope,  is  done  with  a  temper  and  defereorc 
due  to  their  merit  Their  gross  escapes  in 
our  affairs  I  could  not  altogether  overlook'* 
no  doubt,  most  of  them  have  written  accord- 
ing to  the  information  they  had ;  and  I  aia 
sorry  we  have  been  to  blame,  in  part,  for 
their  want  of  better  information.  This 
nation  and  church  have  suffered  not  a  little 
by  this  :  I  persuade  myself,  our  neighbours 
H-ill  do  us  more  justice,  when  they  have  a 
fuller  view  of  our  affairs. 

There  is  another  writer,  the  author  of 
the  Memoirs  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  8vo. 
London,  1717,  who  deserves  some  considera- 
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Ml  by  hiinscl£  As  far  as  he  bad  our 
inted  historians  to  guide  hioiy  he  hath  given 
reiy  distinct  and  Gur  account  of  matters ; 

bath  likewise  done  the  sufferers  in  the 
riod  before  me,  some  justice,  in  stating 
e  grounds  of  their  sufferings :  but  how  he 
th  fidlen  into  some  very  gross  blunders 
auuot  imagine.  He  talks  of  the  indul*- 
Dce,  as  a  contrivance  of  the  prelates  and 
eir  friends;  which  is  a  plain  mistake, 
is  making  the  indulged  ministers  to  accept 
Ikense  from  the  bishops,  is  yet  much 
me;  &nd  indeed,  his  whole  account  of 
is  matter  seems  to  be  a  satire  upon  some 
'  the  most  eminent  ministers  of  this  church, 
bo  had  freedom  to  fail  in  with  it.  In 
ber  places,  this  writer  bewrays  an  un- 
tmmon  ignorance  of  our  Scottish  affidrs : 
t  speaks  of  the  Highland  host  as  brought 
»wn  upon  the  west  some  time  after  Both- 
ell-bridge,  and  says,  that  the  reverend 
ofessor  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Mitchell  were 
nt  up  to  London,  1717,  to  get  the  act  for 
ule  VBcance  repealed;  whereas  that  was 
me  some  time  before.  These  are  of  a 
ece  with  several  misrepresentations  of  fact, 
the  History  of  the  Union,  generally 
slieved  to  be  written  by  the  same  hand. 
.  great  number  of  other  mistakes  might  be 
>ticed,  as  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
sings  at  Pentland  and  Bothwell,  yea,  even 
{ to  our  printed  acts  of  parliament ;  but,  T 
jpe,  those  flow  from  inadvertency,  whereas 
is  account  of  the  indulgence  looks  like 
Hnewhat  worse ;  and  the  following  history 
ill  sufficiently  set  the  facts  he  hath  misre- 
resented,  in  their  true  light. 

Perhaps,  an  apology  will  be  here  expected 
»r  the  imperfections  in  this  history ;  but  I 
56  very  little  use  of  this  in  a  prefacci  how- 
ler fashionable  it  may  be»  As  I  am  sure 
lere  are  no  wilful  and  designed  mistakes 
I  it,  BO  any  that  may  have  happened  in 
>  great  a  heap  of  materials,  through  haste 
r  misinformation,  and  in  the  transcribing  a 
ist  multitude  of  papers,  shall  be  cheerfully 
:knowledged  and  corrected.  Indeed  I 
3uld  have  wished  this  work  had  remained 
f  me  some  time  longer,  that  I  might  have 
soothed  it  a  little,  cut  off*  some  things, 
ecessary  in  the  first  forming  of  it,  from  a 
e^}  vf  unconnected  papers,  and  brought 


it  to  a  little  better  bearing :  but,  afler  the 
proposals  were  printed,  the  subscribers 
pressed  my  publishing  of  it ;  and  I  found, 
the  longer  I  delayed,  the  more  it  was  like 
to  swell  on  mine  hand.  Since  that  time 
near  a  hundred  sheets  have  been  added, 
and  I  did  not  know  where  this  would  end; 
so  that  it  comes  abroad  very  much  as  it 
dropt  from  my  pen,  in  the  midst  of  other 
necessary  parochial  and  ministerial  work, 
and  without  those  amendments  I  would 
have  desired.  I  know  well  enough  this 
lands  upon  myself,  but  necessity  hath  no 
law,  and,  I  can  sincerely  say,  I  have  more 
ways  than  one  crossed  mine  own  inclinations 
in  this  ai&ir.  I  did  very  much  incline,  both 
in  the  proposals  and  history,  to  have  con-* 
cealed  my  name,  as  conceiving  this  of  very 
little  consequence  in  a  work  of  this  nature; 
but  my  friends  overruled  me  in  this,  and 
would  not  have  the  History  of  the  Sufferings 
of  this  Church,  published  in  an  anonymous 
way.  The  work  now  comes  to  the  public 
view,  and  must  have  its  fate  according  to 
the  different  tempers  and  capacities  of  its 
readers. 

Some  of  my  friends  have  urged  me  to 
draw  down  the  thread  of  our  historj',  in 
the  introduction  which  follows,  from  the 
time  where  our  printed  historians  end,  and 
in  some  measure  to  fill  up  the  gap  we  have 
from  the  death  of  king  James  VI.  to  the 
restoration.  I  have  been  of  opinion  now 
of  a  considerable  time,  that  the  whole  ot 
our  church  history  since  the  reformation,  is 
too  large  a  field  for  one  hand,  if  he  have 
any  other  business  or  employment;  and 
that  it  ought  to  be  parcelled  out  among 
different  persons,  if  we  have  it  done  to  any 
purpose.  Even  that  period,  already  de- 
scribed by  Mr.  Knox,  bishop  Spotiswood, 
and  Mr.  Calderwood,  is  capable  of  great  im- 
provement. Many  valuable  original  papers, 
memoirs,  and  some  formed  histories,  either 
not  known  to  those  historians,  or  overlooked 
by  them,  are  recovered  since  the  revolution, 
and  will  afford  a  just  light  to  that  time : 
and  there  is  no  want  of  excellent  materials 
for  forming  full  accounts  from  king  James 
his  death  to  the  restoration.  Several  of 
my  very  good  friends  Yvttve  W%^  ^o>\.^Oci^xi% 
of  papers  during  \>otYv  \]iios^  ^«\o(iA^  wA. 
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more  may  be  gotten:  I  hope,  ere  long  a 
full  account  shall  be  given,  by  better  hands 
than  mine,  of  our  affiurs  before  the  restora- 
tion ;  and  they  have  my  best  wishes.  The 
blackest  part  of  our  history  in  this  church 
has  fallen  into  my  hands ;  and  I  did  not 
think  it  necessary  for  me  to  go  any  further 
back  than  the  time  whereof  I  give  the 
general  hints  in  the  introduction,  which  may 
suffice  to  let  the  reader  in  to  what  is  imme- 
diately connected  with  the  period  I  have 
undertaken.  I  own,  I  am  not  much  in  love 
with  abstracts  and  compends  in  historical 
matters,  in  which  I  would  have  all  the 
light  possible:  the  largest  accounts,  with 
their  vouchers  from  original  papers  and 
records,  are  still  most  satisfying  to  me; 
and  a  short  deduction  of  the  former  period 
of  our  history  would  have  been  of  no  great 
use,  and  scarce  have  answered  the  toil  and 
labour  it  would  have  cost  me. 

This    history,    or   rather    collection    of 
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materials  for  a  history,  contains  a  large 
number  of  fiicts,  and  wdl  attested  accounts, 
which  will  set  the  drcomstancea  of  presby- 
terians,  during  twenty-d^t  years,  in  a  dearer 
light  than  hitherto  they  have  i^ipeared,  and, 
if  possible,  may  ttop  the  mouths  of  such 
who  have  most  groundlesaly  aspersed  this 
church,  and  do  justice  to  the  memory  of 
those  excellent  persons  of  all  ranks,  who, 
as  confiessors  and  martyrs,  were  exposed 
to  the  fiiry  of  this  unhappy  time.  It  maj, 
also,  through  the  divine  blessing,  be  of  some 
use  to  revive  our  too  much  decayed  leal 
for  our  reformation  rights,  to  unite  aU  the 
real  friends  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  finoo 
the  observadon  of  the  various  methods  used 
by  enemies  to  divide  and  ruin  her,  and  serre 
to  quicken  our  just  warmth  against  popeiy 
and  every  thing  that  tends  to  bring  us  back 
to  the  dismal  state  described  in  the  fbllowiRg 
history. 

Eastwood,  Dec  29,  ITSCb 
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However  ^hionable  prefiu^es  are  to  books 
of  this  nature,  the  author  of  this  history  is 
not  so  fond  of  them,  as  to  take  up  either 
his  own  time,  or  the  reader's  with  any  thing 
of  this  sort,  when  nothing  of  moment  offers. 
What  appeared  necessary  to  hand  the  reader 
into  this  work,  hath  been  g^ven  before  in 
the  former  volume;  since  the  publishing 
of  which,  the  necessary  encumbrances  with 
this  volume,  and  other  business,  have  been 
task  enough  for  me. 

Any  remarks,  additions,  and  corrections, 
come  to  my  hand,  relative  to  the  first 
volume,  shall  be  added  at  the  end  of  this;  * 
I  do  not  question  many  others  might  have 
been  made,  considering  the  great  heap  of 
matter  in  this  collection,  and  other  things 
I  have  formerly  noticed.  Those  undesigned, 
and,  in  such  a  multitude  of  &cts,  almost 
unavoidable  mistakes,  and  those  that  shall 
be  observed  to  me  in  this  volume,  shall  be 
rectified  upon  due  information :  and  I  want 
not  my  fears,  that  in  this. third  book,  where 
particular  instances  of  severity  cast  up  in 
great  numbers,  which  cannot  be  expected 
to  be  found  in  records  and  public  papers, 
I  may  have  been  insensibly  led  to  some 
things  that  may  be  excepted  against. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  observe  the 
method  I  have  taken,  in  giving  much  of  the 
history  of  this  period,  by  inserting  what 
stands  in  our  records,  and  the  principal 
papers  relative  to  the  several  years,  either 


*  The  additions  and  corrections,  &c.  here 
referred  to,  bave,  in  this  edition,  been  Inserted  in 
tbe  form  of  notes,  at  those  places  in  tbe  body 
of  the  work  to  which  they  refer :  an  arrange- 
ment obviously  calculated  to  promote  their  use- 
fulnem.  ^'JBd, 


in  the  body  of  the  book,  or  appendix,  is 
approven  by  some  of  the  best  judges :  those 
I  would  have  the  reader  still  chiefly  to 
observe,  and  they  are  decisive  arguments 
of  the  harshness  of  the  tiroes  I  have  de- 
scribed ;  and  though  there  should  be  some 
misiuformadon  in  the  circumstances  of 
particular  instances,  in  the  execution  of 
iniquitous  laws,  and  severe  and  terrible 
orders,  I  do  not  see  how  this  affects  the 
general  truth,  fiilly  made  evident  from  the 
registers,  and  original  papers.  Indeed,  as 
I  have  inserted  none  of  the  particular  facts 
without  vouchers,  the  best  the  matters 
allowed  of,  and  I  could  reach  at  this  dis- 
tance, so  I  shall  be  heartily  sorry,  i^  after 
all  the  pains  I  could  take,  I  have  been  led 
into  mistakes  even  as  to  those;  and  I  pre- 
sume to  hope,  they  are  few  and  inconsider- 
able, and,  upon  better  information,  I  shall 
most  cheerfully  rectify  them.  This  I  take 
notice  of,  to  prevent  any  little  cavils  that 
may  be  rdsed,  and  to  save  a  little  pains  to 
some  people,  who  have  more  spare  time 
upon  their  hand  than  I  am  master  of,  if 
they  bestow  their  leisure  in  forming  inferen- 
ces fi'om  any  escapes  I  may  have  been  led 
into,  in  circumstantial  and  less  important 
matters,  to  weaken  the  force  of  this  history, 
which  leans  in  all  its  important  parts,  upon 
undeniable  vouchers:  and  as  I  shall  be 
ready  to  set  every  escape  right,  upon  just 
information,  so  I  will  not  reckon  it  worth 
while,  to  enter  the  lists  of  debate,  about 
matters  that  don't  uflect  the  principal  parts 
of  this  work. 

I  find  it  complained  of,  and,  I  fear,  not 
without  ground,  tV\a.t  t\ve  tvwrcve^  ol  i^«%avY& 
and  places,  especially  m  \he\\sX  ol  ^fti^^^ 
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ton's  fines,  are  not  so  correct  as  were  to  be 
desired:*  had  the  amendments  been  sent 
me,  they  should  have  been  added.  All  I 
have  to  say,  is,  that  the  copy  from  which 
that  list  was  published,  was  the  best  I  could 
have,  and  was  written  much  about  that 
time ;  and,  even  in  the  registers  themselves, 
I  observe  much  haste,  and  incorrectness  as 
to  the  names  of  persons  and  places,  which 
nevertheless  I  durst  not  adventure  to  alter. 
There  is  another  complaint  I  hear  of, 
which  lands  not  so  much  upon  me  in  parti- 
cular, as  the  work  in  general,  which  I  have 
now  got  through,  and  I  cannot  altogether 
pass  it,  that  a  History  of  the  Sufferings  of 
this  church  tends  to  rip  up  old  faults,  and 
may  revive  animosities,  and  create  resent- 
ments against  persons  and  families  concerned 
in  the  hardships  and  severities  of  the  time 
I  have  described :  for  my  share  in  this,  if  I 
know  myself,  I  am  heartily  against  every 
thing  that  may  raise  or  continue  differences 
and  animosities;  and  if  ever  I  had  enter- 
tained one  thought,  that  a  work  of  this 
nature  would  have  such  effects,  I  should 
have  been  the  last  man  to  engage  in  it.  But, 
as  far  as  I  can  perceive,  there  is  nothing  in 
this  history,  that,  without  perverting  it  to 
the  utmost  degree,  can  have  a  tendency  this 
way :  and  if  any  thing  here  should  be  im- 
proven  to  such  vile  purposes,  I  have  this 
support,  that  the  best  of  things  and  writings, 
and  many  better  composures  than  ever  can 
drop  from  my  pen,  have  been  pervcited* 
and  it  is  well  enough  known  where  such 
misimprovements  must  land.  I  hope,  the 
rules  of  Christianity  are  better  known,  than 
there  can  be  any  danger  this  way,  at  least 
among  real  Christians;  and  surely  they 
have  not  learned  Christ  as  they  ought,  and 
his  holy  religion,  which  every  where  breathes 
forth  love,  meekness,  and  foi^veness,  who 
can  make  such  a  wicked  use  of  the  follies 
and  crimes  of  former  times :  there  are  many 
natural  and  noble  improvements  directly 
contrary  to  this,  which  may  and  ought  to 
be  made,  even  of  cruelty  and  persecution 
itself,  too  obvious  for  me  to  insist  upon. 
The  naming  of  persons  who  were  active  in 


•  Not  M  fewcamctlons  of  the  kind  here  men- 
««■»*  A«n»  bten  mmde  lo  thk  edition.— vfitf. 
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the  sufierings  of  presbyterians,  was  whtt 
could  not  be  avoided;  and  this  fidls  m 
necessarily,  more  fi^uently  in  this  than  the 
former  volume.  Could  I  have  given  parti- 
cular instances  without  this,  I  should  have 
chosen  to  do  it,  but  every  body  will  see 
this  was  impracticable.  The  share  such  as 
are  named  had  in  the  evils  of  the  former 
times,  is  no  secret,  but  fully  known,  and 
they  stand  in  many  of  the  public  papers  and 
records  of  that  period.  As  this  is  a  natural, 
just,  and  necessary  consequent  of  their  owe 
deeds,  so  I  shall  only  wish  it  may  be  a 
warning  to  all  in  time  coming,  to  abstain 
from  such  arbitrary  and  unchristian  methoda^ 
at  least  for  the  sake  of  their  own  reputatioa» 
if  they  will  fofget  the  superior  laws  of  God 
nature,  and  society:  and  if  it  reach  thii 
good  end,  there  appears  no  reason,  why 
any  concerned  in  the  persons  named,  ought 
to  take  this  in  ill  part,  which  is  really  una- 
voidable in  narratives  of  this  nature.  Aflcr 
all,  I  hope  it  will  appear,  that  all  aggra^'ating 
and  personal  reflections  are  avoided ;  and  i( 
at  any  time,  I  have,  by  the  narratives  I  have 
made  use  of,  been  insensibly  led  into  any  d 
those,  which  I  as  much  as  possible  guarded 
against,  I  shall  be  heartily  sorry  for  it.  Id 
short,  were  there  any  thing  at  all  in  this 
objection,  we  must  never  more  after  this, 
have  a  history  written,  for  what  I  can  see; 
since  a  fiuthful  narrative  of  any  period,  will 
have  persons'  names  and  designations  in  it, 
and  some  side  or  other  must  be  in  the 
wrong,  and  the  alleged  consequence  of 
reviving  heats,  may  still  be  cast  up:  but 
there  is  so  much  unfairness,  not  to  say  ill 
nature,  in  this  pretext,  that  I  shall  leave  it 
1  hope,  upon  solid  consideration,  it  will  be 
found  to  be  altogether  grouildless. 

More  than  once,  in  this  second  volume, 
I  have  pointed  at  the  necessity  of  an  abbre- 
viate of  the  fines  and  losses  through  the 
different  shires  and  parishes,  as  far  as  thev 
have  come  to  my  hand,  and  somewhere  I 
almost  promised  it:  once  I  designed  to 
have  brought  it  into  the  appendix,  but, 
upon  second  thoughts,  it  seems  as  naturally 
to  come  in  here.  I  may  assure  the  reader, 
that  this  abstract  of  fines  and  losses  through- 
out the  kingdom,  VkodtVi  co^  iqa  more  Udmr 
\  than  inaxi7  fiheela  o^  Vhib  IS^a^nrj  %  \\.  *^ 
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ed  out  of  KTeral  hundred  sheets  of 
imtioiUjfrom  different  paruhes  through 
Lingdomj  inanj  of  tbem  were  gathered 
nd  before  the  rerolutiOD;  jet,  bi  will 
ar  b;  the  liata  themselTea,  oo  infbnna- 
;  are  come  to  my  liand,  from  ihc  far 
r  part  of  the  parishes  vhere  the  par- 
uon  raged  snd  there  ore  even  sctchU 
■  where  ihert  were  very  sore  suflferiogs, 
whom  Ihave  iu>tlilii^-:ilTiiO!.t,aa  Argyle- 
,  Dumbarton,  Stirling,  Linliih^ow,  i.'wc. 
informations  come  to  me  from  those, 
btireviale  had  beeD  much  larger.  Fur- 
it  would  be  observed,  that,  bbtc  b  the 
*  of  Roxburgh,  Ben&ew,  life,  and 
i,  the  fines  1  gire  the  abstract  of  by 
papers  in  my  haads,  most  of  them 
d,  were  actually  exacted  irom  the 
try,  and,  generally  sptiikin^.  in  'i  few 
.  of  the  liliitli  [itrioJ  I  have  described, 
Ijfromthe(yeat)  (i:0tol685.  When 
It  through  this  vast  beap  of  informa- 
,  I  fuund  the  fines  uplifted  &om  the 
cominoD  sort,  country  ptoj>lc,  lenaiils, 
cottars,  save  in  a  few  instances  from 
emcn,  and  mtancr  heritors.  The  for. 
«§  and  exorbitant  ones  from  particular 
enen,  and  olliera  -narralcd  in  the 
ry,  are  omitted,  i>urc  the  sbcrilT  fines 
p^en  or,  those  by  MiJ.llclon'a  parlla- 
,  and  the  kistt?  »t  Ptntlund,  and  by 
Highland  host,  i>)iicli  I  Inivc  added, 
the  reader  may  hiivD  iliem  all  together 
1  TJew.  1  would  ■willinglj' have  inserted 
lanies  of  the  persona  who  were  fined, 
Riatuined  those  loises  in  every  parish, 
tling  to  the  lists  1  have ;  bat  that  wea 
icticable,  without  adding  a  third  volume 
OS  history;  and,  in  my  opiniun,  would 
been  of  no  great  w-r,  ravu  lo  pn^en't 
sort  of  memory  of  the  persons,  most 
lem  iruly  rf-U^i.jiis;  and,  could  this 
been  done  easily,  1  should  not  have 
psd  it,  since  10,  20,  40,  or  100  pounds 
a  tenant,  ot  cottar,  was  as  heavy  to 
as  a  thoiisaiiJ  to  a  UukIlJ  pcrson. 
I  those  fines,  vwn  those  accumulated 
,e  sberifT  courts,  Here  in  terms  of  law 
udeed  are  chargcalile  upon  the  iniquit- 
ttws  narrated  in  the  historj-  excepting 
losses  by  the  rudeness  oftbe  soldiers, 
je  severe  courts,  where  very  often  the , 
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hard  laws  themselvea  were  exceeded.  Upon 
every  turn,  I  fnul  it  observed  in  the  papers 
btfort  me,  lti:i(,  for  want  of  full  information, 
the  accounts  j,-iicii  in  them  ore  defective 
and  lame  and,  coni^idcring  this,  and  the 
compurulivL-ly  email  Muinbi^rorpnrishcs  here 
insert,  at  a  moderate  computation,  this 
abbreviate  may  be  reckoned  to  fall  short  at 
least  one  half.  How  much  of  these  fines 
which  stand  in  the  decreets  to  the  shoiff 
books,  which  I  liave  inserted,  were  uplifted, 
I  cannot  say;  but,  by  pLiiticulur  vouched 
accounts,  come  to  my  huid  from  the  shire 
of  fife,  and  that  only  in  twelve  or  fourteen 
parishes,  I  find  upwards  of  fifty  thousand 
piuinds  actually  paid;  and,  considering  the 
I AI'iL-rt^et;  ui  attendance,  the  money  given  to 
tlic  attendants  on  these  courts,  and  the 
exorbitant  compositions  the  sufferers  were 
at  length  obliged  to,  *e  may  uell  reckon 
them  near  the  sums  here.  I  shall  now 
insert  tliii,  abbreviate  of  fines,  if  once  I  had 
noticed  that  none  of  the  fines  imposed  upon 
every  turn  by  the  council  decreets,  upon 
multitudes,  for  conventicles,  noncompear- 
auce,  &c.  are  insert  in  tliisi  account  these 
tlie  reader  hulh  scattered  up  nnd  down  the 
history,  and  I  have  not  had  time  to  gather 
them  upj  neither  Imve  least  in  innumerable 
instances  of  losses  of  horses,  kine,  she^, 
and  whole  years'  crops,  in  the  informations 
that  are  in  my  hands,  those  not  being 
liquidate,  and  I  wanting  Insiuv  for  this, 
thou^  I  am  persuaded  they  would  amount 
to  a  prodigious  sum.  Perhaps  some  of  the 
parishes  niny  be  inserted  in  other  shires 
[liun  llicv  litlong  to,  but  I  have  kept  by  the 
lists  before  me. 

Abbmlali  o/Fina  aid  Loua  in  tite  diffcrnt 
Shiru  nnd  Pariiha,fram  particular  in/orma- 
(lon  in  lilt  Aut/ior'i  handl. 
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ShlndfBniliiiT|ti,t>r  I^tunot  Hum. 


SuuorPiu-K.^ 

Klikwsod.  EddlBtai,  Linton 

SWU  0*  OuLOItlT. 


iB,wi  a 


1\-M0 

W3M 

M«r<.lnthUl'«uh 

■.148 

KiikMlcluel  ud  Jl>;1»le 

SABS 

a.T« 

Xi>k°i»ld 

8,101 

KJlmarnack 
OHiwPtnihcJ.iTi' 

Bjr  tiw  n^iiud  Hot,  una, 
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This  a  the  shortest  riew  1  could  give 

the  reader  of  the  fines,  during  this  penod  j 

A  vast  number  of  others  are  to  be  found  in 

«,TW»  9  0  the  liistoryilaelf,urn!  far  greater  numbers  of 

'""sw  •  0   ^"™  imposed  and  exacted,  are  not  come  to 

mj  knowledge. 

Since,  in  (his  history,  I  hare  frequent 
occasion  to  name  the  persons  I  ejicuk  ul"by 
their  office*,  thought  it  might  be  conve- 
nient for  the  rpniier  to  subjoin  here  a  ILst  of 
jiersons,  in  sucli  ofBcea,  from  ihc;  restoration 
to  the  revoUilion,  as  ordinnrily  come  to  be 
spoken  of  in  ihjs  work,  end  J  lUdy  well  begin 
with  the  buibops,  they  being,  ns  1  have 
often  roiTiiirkt-J,  the  springs  uf'  much  of  the 
|iofs(-iutiuii  I  hove  described,  though  the 
share  of  some  of  them  was  greater  thoc 
w,MB  0  "  t*""' of  others, 

1,900    C 
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G««it  Hi]>lunea. 


m  and  I'utih  oTPntli  .. 


UcHn 

ItavM  Stncbin. 

Rohttt  Unic. 

CroT^t  Hilrbiii 

AlnwlH  Clin 

Man  Robert  Lclghlnn 

HgbcRDougl^ 

I 
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I  I  might  go  on  to  the  rest  of  the  officen 
of  state,  secretaries,  justice  general,  advocate, 
Fud  others ;  but  the  time  of  their  admission 
and  continuance,  may  be  found  in  thj 
history  itself,  from  which  I  shall  no  longer 
detain  the  reader. 

Eaitwoodf  May  1,  1722. 


Rossi 
|Q(S.  Mesfn.  John  Pfetenoo,  Father. 
079.  Alexander  Young. 

QBK  Jamct  Ranuay. 

CAimirBsa. 

09.  Mcisn.  Patrick  Fotte* . 
Oae.  Andrew  Wood. 


Omenct. 

G82.  Meanra.  Thomas  Sydserf. 
1085.  Andrew  Hooneyman. 

8T7.  Murdoch  Mackuiuie. 

1088.  Andrew  Bruoa 

^>iirBUftaH. 

88S.  Messrs.  Oeorge  WUheart 
flr71.  Alexander  Youny. 

iOm  John  Faterson,  Son. 

(58a  -—Rosfc 

AicHBunops  or  Glasgow. 

[Q02.  Messrs.  Andrew  FairfouL 

flB4b  Alexander  Bumci. 

67a  Robert  Leighton. 

[074^  Alexander  Burnet  restored 

979.  Arthur  Ross. 

084.  Alexander  Caimcroas. 

i086.  John  Paterson  & 

Galloway. 

!0(12.  Messrs.  James  HamUton. 
07a  John  Paterson  S. 

OBQ.  James  Atken. 

688.  John  Gordon. 


Aeotlb. 

608.  Messrs.  David  Fletcher. 

16G8. 

William  Scroglc. 

IG75. 

Arthur  RotSL 

1679. 

Colin  Falconer. 

IG66. 

Hector  Madeaa 

ISLEB. 

lOfia. 

Messrs.  Robert  WalLm. 

IfiTT. 

Andrew  Wood. 

IflBO. 

Archibald  Graham. 

In  this  list  I  have  marked  the  }ear  of  the 
admission  of  each  bishop,  and  the  entry  of 
his  successor ;  and,  save  the  time  of  vacancy, 
which  generally  was  very  short,  the  inter- 
mediate space  is  the  time  of  their  continuance 
in  thdr  sees. 

The  lord  high  chancellors  in  this  interval 
were  as  follows : 

IGSa  The  Earl  of  Glencaim. 
lG65k  Rothes, 

jeso.  Aberdeen 

1684.  Perth. 


Edinburih,  Biay  16,  I'TSS. 
When  I  resolved  to  publish  this  history 
I  could  not  but  expect  attacks  from  the 
advocates  for  the  bloodshed  and  severity 
of  the  rdgns  here  described ;  and  it  was  a 
little  strange  to  me,  that  my  first  volume 
has  been  now  abroad  for  a  year,  and  nothiog 
this  way  hath  appeared.  After  my  history 
was  printed  off,  this  day  I  had  a  printed 
letter  put  in  my  hand,  dated  May  10th,  and 
signed  Philanax. 

This  performance  is  so  mdiscreet,  low, 
and  flat,  that  I  can  scarce  prevail  with 
myself  to  think  it  deserves  any  public  notice, 
yet  havmg  room  for  a  few  Imes  in  this  place 
I  shall  observe  once  for  all,  that  1  don't 
look  on  myself  as  obliged  to  take  any  notice 
of  unsupported   assertions,  scurrilous  in- 
nuendos,  and  unmannerly  attacks  of  this 
nature ;  they  do  a  great  deal  of  more  hurt 
to  the  authors  and  publishers,  than  to  me 
or  this  history.     I  pretend  to  no  talent 
m  railing  and  Billingsgate,  and  shall  never 
be  able  to  make  any  returns  this  way. 

When  the  letter-writer's  friend  publishes 
his    history,  though    recriminations    don't 
affect  me,  yet  I  doubt  not  but  it  will  be 
considered.    The  sketch  he  is  pleased  to 
communicate,  seems  to  be  taken  from  the 
unsupported  and  ill  natured  memoirs  pub- 
lished under  bishop  Guthry's  name.    Any 
thing  that  will  set  the  period  spoken  of  in  a 
true  and  just  light,  will  be  acceptable  to  me 
and  all  lovers  of  truth ;  but  for  the  historian's 
own  sake,  I  hope  he  will  take  care  not  to 
copy  after  hb  friend's  indiscreet  and  indecent 
way,  else  I  am  of  opinion  nobody  will  reckon 
themselves  obliged  to  lose  time  in  reading 
his  large  work. 


ADVERTISEMENT  BY  THE  PUBLISHERS, 


Tm  character  of  « The  History  of  the  Sufferings  of  the  Church  of  Scothmd,"  by  the 
Rererend  and  Venerable  Robert  Wodrow,  is  so  uniYersally  Icnown  and  so  fully  established, 
as  to  render  any  eulogium  upon  its  merits  altogether  superfluous.  Perhaps  no  history  ever 
gave  a  more  complete  Tiew  of  the  period,  nor,  in  most  instances,  a  more  graphic  description  of 
the  CTents  which  it  professed  to  embrace.  Possessing,  at  once,  a  fulness  of  detail  that  has  left 
ittle  to  be  supplied,  and  an  accuracy  with  rfgard  to  matters  of  fact  that  during  the  lapse  of  a 
tentury  has  nerer  been  successfully  called  in  question,  it  has  always  been  rfgarded  as  the  grand 
depository  of  those  maxims  of  justice  and  of  truth  which  the  invincible  band  of  Scottish 
PMriots,  ConfeasorB  and  Martyrs,  watered  with  their  blood,  and  consecrated  with  their  dying 
breath,  as  the  unalienable  inheritance  of  their  posterity.  From  this  work,  since  the  era  of  Ite 
pabUealion,  as  firom  a  common  sovroe,  haTe  been  drawn  all  the  more  rsqiectable  narratires 
respeoting  the  men  of  those  times ;  and  to  the  information  it  ooDtains,  the  most  diligent  com- 
pilers have  been  able  to  add  almost  nothing. 

The  flrst  aad  only  editioo  of  this  ioTaluable  work  appeared  in  1721-<fi9,  in  two  large  folio 
Tolnmes;  and  it  is  now  entirdy  out  of  print.  The  present  edition*  while  in  respect  of 
typography  and  oooTenlent  sise,  it  is  vastly  superior  to  the  original  one,  is  printed  from  it 
word  for  word,  nothing  being  either  added  or  omitted ;  only,  the  original  papers  which  in  that 
ediUon  form  so  many  appendixes  to  each  volume,  are  in  this,  printed  at  the  foot  of  the  pages  to 
which  they  refer,  and  Uiis  has  been  done  principally  for  the  advantage  of  the  reader  in  the  way 
of  easy  reference.  Typographical  and  other  errors,  in  the  names  of  persons  and  places,  parti- 
cularly, have  been  corrected ;  and  the  "  additions  and  amendmente**  inserted  by  the  author  at  the 
beginning  of  his  second  volume  have  been  inserted  in  the  places  to  which  they  severally  belong. 
A  few  notes  are  added,  partly  original,  and  partly  sdected  from  cotemporary  authors,  and 
others  of  a  later  date,  to  which  Wodrow  could  not  be  supposed  to  have  access.  In  these,  brevity 
has  been  studied,  and  nothing  has  been  hazarded  either  in  the  way  of  original  remark  or 
quotation,  that  did  not  seem  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  historical  evidence  and  iUustration. 

The  into^esting  **  Memoir"  of  the  author  has  been  drawn  up  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bums  of 
Fkisley,  a  gentleman,  whose  literary  talenti^  access  to  the  author's  unpublished  manuscripts, 
and  opportunities  of  communication  with  the  surviving  branches  of  his  family,  eminently 
qualified  him  for  the  task.  To  this  Memoir  are  appended  some  valuable  specimens  of  the 
Correspondence  of  Wodrow,  firom  original  MSS.  These  form  a  very  appropriate  and  pleasing 
introduction  to  the  History. 

There  has  been  lately  published  in  London  a  new  and  improved  edition  of  the  works  of 
Archbishop  Leighton,  preceded  by  a  Life  of  the  Author,  by  the  Rev.  John  Norman  Pearson, 
A.  M.,  a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England,  who  now  holds,  we  believe,  the  important 
situation  of  Principal  to  the  Church  Mission  College.  In  that  publication,  Mr.  Pearson,  has 
been  pleased  to  characterize  Mr.  Wodrow  as  "  a  ditingentunu  HiUorianf^  and  has  in  various 
instances  given  what  we  consider  an  unfair  representation  of  the  Covenanters  and  their  times. 
We  trust  that  the  PaiLiMiNAav  Disssktation  to  this  work,  by  Dr.  Bums,  will  be  found  to 
contain  a  sufficient  vindication  of  Wodrow  and  the  Covenanters ;  and  we  request  the  attention 
of  Mr.  Pearson  and  his  readers  to  the  following  Tzstimokiks  in  favour  of  Wodrow :  the  reader 
will  perceive  that  they  are  not  aU  Presbjfteritmt  who  so  favourably  characterize  his  work. 

Mr.  Chalmers,  the  leai'ned  author  of  the  Biographical  Dictionary,  says  of  it :  "  It  is  written 
with  a  fidelity  that  has  seldom  been  disputed ;  and  confirmed,  at  the  end  of  each  volume,  by  a 
large  mass  of  public  and  private  records.** 

Says  Mr.  Dibdin,  whose  accurate  knowledge  of  books  has  been  rarely  equalled :  *'  I  proceed 
not  only  to  the  notice,  but  to  the  strong  recommtndtUion  of  Wodrow's  History  of  the  Sufferings 
of  the  Church  of  Scotland.  Considering  that  these  volumes  have  long  richly  deserved  republi- 
cation, one  is  surprised  that  so  valuable  a  work  in  so  repulsive  a  garb  (for  it  is  most  wretehedly 
printed)  has  been  suffered  to  remain  without  improvement.** 

Dr.  Robert  Watt,  the  laborious  and  learned  author  of  the  Bibltotheca  Britannica,  says  of 
Wodrow*s  History,  **  This  History  is  written  with  a  fidelity  seldom  equalled." 

Mr.  Fox,  in  his  History  of  the  Early  Part  of  the  Reign  of  James  II.,  thus  expresses  himself: 
"  No  historical  facts  are  better  ascertained  than  the  accounts  of  them  which  are  to  be  found  in 
Wodrow.      In  every  instance  where  there  has  been  an  opportunity  of  r.Qvnv^T\i\^  X^vvai^  %k«(^wxv\<j^ 
with  the  records,  and  other  autbeatic  monuments,  they  appear  to  be  c\\uX«  corxcex.^ 


Among  modem  writen  of  distinguished  emlnenoe  we  ban)  to  quote  the  eentimenlt  nf  Dr. 

M'Crie,  author  of  the  Lives  of  Knox  and  Melrille,  &c.  as  stated  in  a  letter  to  the  Rev.  Dr. 

Bums :— <*  You  are  too  well  acquainted  with  my  opinion  of  Mr.  Wodrow*s  Taluable  History  of 

the  Sufferings  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  to  make  it  necessary  for  me  to  say  any  thmg  on  that 

head.     It  gave  me  great  satisfaction  to  hear  that  a  new  Edition  of  the  woric,  in  a  more  portable 

fonui  and  at  a  moderate  price,  was  about  to  be  printed  at  Glasgow.     I  have  just  seen  the  first 

Number  of  that  edition,  and  am  much  pleased  with  its  neatness,  and,  so  far  as  I  have  examined 

it,  with  its  correctness.      The  information  that  you  have  agreed  to  superintend  the  publication; 

is  to  me  all  the  pledge  which  I  oonld  desirt  for  the  aecoraoy  with  which  it  will  be  executed. 

Accept  of  my  best  thanks  for  the  pleasure  I  have  derived  from  reading  your  interesting  Memoir 

of  the  worthy  Author,  which,  together  with  the   selections  from  his  original  Letters,  most 

prove  an  acceptable  and  most  appropriate  addition  to  the  work. 

«  THOMAS  M'CRIE,  D.D. 
«<  Edinburgh^  26M  3farcA,  18S8.** 

We  have  also  been  favoured  with  the  following  testimony  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cook,  the 
eminent  historian  of  the  <  Reformation,*  and  of  the  <  Church  of  Scotland  :*— "  From  a  very 
careful  examhiation  of  Wodrow*s  History  of  the  Sufferings  of  the  Churdi  of  Seodand,  to 
which  I  was  led  in  the  prosecution  of  my  own  historical  researches,  I  can,  with  eonfldencf, 
states  that  it  is  a  most  valuable  work.  It  comprehends  a  period  deeply  interesting;  and  the 
industrious  and  highly  intelligent  Author  has  not  only,  with  great  deamess,  and  often  with 
ranch  feeling,  detailed  the  sad  events  which  it  was  his  province  to  record ;  but  be  has  eoUeeted 
an  immense  number  of  precious  documents  which  are  now  nowhere  else  to  be  found,  and  which 
throw  great  light  upon  the  opinions  and  manners  of  the  age  with  which  they  ar«  connected. 
As  the  work  had  become  so  scarce  as  to  be  inaccessible  to  the  generality  of  readersy  the 
republication  of  it  Is,  in  my  opinion,  an  essential  service  to  the  public 

"GKORGE  COOK,  D.D. 
«  2S<A  /^eftraoyy,  18i8.** 

We  shall  close  this  series  of  testimonies  with  one  which  has  been  politely  presented  to  ns 
by  the  Rev.  James  Kidd,  D.  D.  Professor  of  Oriental  Languages  in  Marisehal  CoUege,  Aber- 
deen :-^*  The  interval  from  1660  till  168B  is  not  exceeded  in  interest  by  any  otbor  in  the  Annab 
of  our  country.  The  poblic  affisirs  of  this  period,  both  in  Church  and  State,  are  tbo  most 
momentous  that  Scotland  ever  saw.  To  the  struggles  of  our  Protestant  fore&thers,  during  this 
time,  we  owe  almost  all  the  lil>erty  and  light  which  wc  now  enjoy ;  while  the  ruinous  tendency 
of  the  interference  of  wicked  men  with  the  affairs  of  the  Church  of  Christ  appears  very  evident^ 
in  the  conduct  of  the  rulers  of  Britain  in  those  eventful  times. 

**  VfodTftWy  the  distinguished  Historian  of  this  period,  is  pre-eminently  careful  in  aeardiaf 
truth,  wherever  it  can  be  found ;  he  writes  like  a  man  who  witnessed  every  circumatanoe  which 
he  relates,  and  his  descriptions  are  given  with  singular  accuracy  and  unadorned  simplidty. 
The  subtilty  and  perfidiousness  of  Archbishop  Sharp  are  related  with  a  plainness  that  indicates, 
neither  hatred  nor  asperity  on  the  part  of  the  writer ;  while  the  tale  is  so  recorded,  as  to 
awaken  all  the  sympathies  of  the  reader's  heart  for  the  hapless  victims  of  persecution.  Indeed, 
were  there  nothing  to  recommend  Wodrow's  History  but  his  description  of  the  behaviour  of 
the  Marquis  of  Argyle  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  James  Guthrie,  the  Work  ought  to  be  possessed 
and  read  by  every  true  Presbyterian,  and  by  all  to  whom  the  memory  of  the  covenanted 
cause  is  dear. 

"  Such  are  the  snljects  which  comprise  the  records  of  this  interesting  History.     The  edition 

now  offered  to  the  public  is  the  cheapest  ever  published,  and  I  account  it  a  privilege  to 

reconmiend  to  my  fellow-citizens  and  countrymen  this  faithful  Narrative  of  the  Sufferings 

of  the  Church  of  Scotland. 

"JAMES  KIDD,  D.D.  F.R.A.S. 
<«  Aberdeen,  January  25^,  18S8.*' 

We  hope  the  fiatet  in  this  edition  will  be  considered  as  a  valuable  appendage.  They  are  all 
derived  from  the  most  authentic  sources,  and  are  executed  in  the  liest  style.  We  have  been 
exceedingly  anxious  to  obtain  a  true  portrait  of  the  historian  himself;  but  after  a  laborious 
search  among  the  descendants  of  his  family  still  in  Scotland,  we  have  been  disappointed  in  oar 
wishes.  It  is  not  impouiUe  that  such  a  thing  may  be  in  the  possession  of  those  descendants  of 
the  family  now  in  America  and  who  have  been  written  to  on  that  point :  if  so,  our  readera 
shall  be  favoured  with  it  so  soon  as  it  reaches  us. 
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Jkfitr  m  akm  i  vum  tf  tk*  pttUic  mUuiima  m  1660,  a  Narrativ  of  Ommd  Monifi  mtmagmmd  «/Nr 
Atf  Stptarimn/rom  SetOamd,  on  AmowU  oftkt  ttqtt  takm/br  tk*  JBmfi  rutotoHmy  kit  Maju^t 
retwmyaMdwkatwasdominrtiaiimtotke  Church  of  SeoOoMd,  HB  tk*  meeting  of  Hu  CommUeeof 
BetaieeimAujfutt,  le^O.-^CoOeetedfromonffiMal  Utters  of  Mr.  Jamea  Sharp,  etfterward  Arehbishep 
of  SL  AitdreWf  the  Heoereud  Mr,  Bobert  I>ougUu,  and  other  Prteb^teriam  Minutere,  thie  pear. 


One  of  the  blackest  periods  of  the  history 
of  the  church  of  Soottaod  being  ii^len  to  my 
share,  it  would  not  b^  out  of  the  road,  if  I 
ahould  oontiiiue  the  thread  of  our  ecclesi- 
astical history,  from  the  demise  of  long  James 
VL  where  our  pnnted  historians  end,  to  the 
restoratioii  of  hiag  Chories  II.  where  my 
attempt  begins,  and  do  somewhat  to  fill  up 
that  blank.  Indeed  several  important  m^ 
moira  and  written  accounts  of  that  remariL- 
aUe  period,  in  my  hands,  with  not  a  few 
original  papers  of  that  time,  would  affiird 
me  matter  enough  for  such  an  introductory 
essay;  but  it  is  enou^  for  me  to  venture 
upon  the  twenty-eight  years  following ;  there- 
fore I  choose  rather  to  communicate  any 
thing  of  this'  nature^  in  my  small  collections, 
as  to  our  history*  to  my  worthy  firiends  who 
have  that  part  among  their  hands,  and  can 
manage  them  much  bett^  than  I  can  pretend 
to.  I  shall  here^  then,  very  much  confine 
myself  to  the  year  wherein  the  public  im- 
prisonments, and  other  hardships  upon  pres- 
byterian  ministers,  gentlemen,  and  noblemen, 
began.  If  once  I  had  remarked,  that  when 
matters  were  going  smoothly  on  after  king 
James's  death,  the  tory  h^-flying  liftudean 
fiiction,  whose  successors,  headed  by  chan- 
cellor Hyde^  put  king  Charles  IL  upon  all 
the  heists  he  ran  to  in  England,  and  the 
encroachments  he  made  upon  the  church 
and  state  constitution  in   Scotland;  that 


violent  party,  I  say,  put  king  Charles  L  ^x>n 
palming  books  and  bishops,  and  other  inno* 
vations  upon  us  here.  This  issued  in  the 
strange  turn  affiurs  took,  at  our  secmid  and 
^orious  reformation  in  1638,  when  this 
church  was  again  settled  upon  her  own  base^ 
and  the  rights  she  claimed  firom  the  time  of 
the  reformation,  were  restored,  so  that  she 
became  "  fair  as  the  moon,  dear  as  the  sun, 
and  terrible  as  an  army  with  banners."  It 
is  hard  to  manage  a  fiill  cup,  and  I  shall  not 
take  upon  me  to  defend  every  step  in  that 
happy  period ;  the  worst  step  I  can  observe, 
was  their  unhappy  and  unchristian  divisions 
upon  the  head  of  the  puUic  resdntions. 
And  because  in  the  fidlowing  period,  there 
will  be  occasion  to  mention  those  resolutions 
several  times,  I  shall  give  a  view  of  the 
matter  of  fiict  relating  to  them,  as  succinctly 
as  I  can,  without  dipping  at  all  into  the  un- 
happy debates  on  either  side. 

When  king  Charles  II.  was,  in  the  year 
1649,  invited  home,  upon  settling  the  con- 
ditions of  government,  or  claim  of  right,  and 
be  had  taken  the  national  covenant  as  ex- 
plained, together  with  the  solemn  league,  and 
was  thereupon  solemnly  crowned  at  Scone; 
a  considerable  number  of  noblemen  and 
gentlemen,  complained  of  the  hardships  put 
upon  them,  who  were  his  fiither's  firiends, 
and,  as  they  alleged,  well  disposed  to  his 
miyesty,  in  thai  Ymab^  exd\ide\  Ktoxsi  ^^ 
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army  and  judicatories,  by  the  act  of  dastea, 
and  other  laws  now  made.  But  although 
the  king  did  reckon  a  good  many  of  them 
wdl  diqKwed  for  his  aertice,  and  lit  enough 
to  maintain  and  extend  the  prerogative ;  yet 
these  people,  now  called  malignants,  and 
very  jwrtly,  from  their  violent  oppomdon  to 
the  liberties  and  rights,  dvil  and  ecdesi- 
asticai  of  the  diurch  and  kingdom,  were 
suspected  by  such  as  had  all  along  appeared 
firm  for  our  reformation  in  the  church,  and 
a  limited  management  in  the  state;  and 
those  apprehended  the  other  would  soon 
possess  the  Idng^s  ear,  and  lead  him  to  such 
measures,  as  would  overturn  all  that  had 
been  done  since  the  year  1638,  and  therefore 
for  some  time,  they  opposed  their  coming 
ki.  But  the  king  soon  fell  upon  measures 
to  divide  these  who  had  the  management  at 
his  accession,  and  to  gain  a  majority  for 
tddng  off  the  former  restrictions,  and  to  let 
his  friends  come  into  the  army  and  judica- 
tories, imder  some  condidons  that  were 
never  kqit.  The  church,  whose  judgment, 
aa  to  sm  and  duty  in  public  matters,  was 
now  much  regerded,  must  next  be  gmned 
to  make  some  dedarations  in  favour  of  this 
design;  and,  as  it  always  feres  with  church- 
men, whea  they  side  into  parties,  according 
to  the  diflerent  foctions  of  politicians,  and 
go  beyond  their  line  to  please  greet  men, 
Ihey  split,  according  to  the  two  diflerent 
parties  at  court ;  whereas  hitherto  they  had 
been  most  united  and  harmonious. 

The  Engtiah  had  invaded  the  kingdom, 
and  obtained  a  victory  at  Dunbar.  This 
oecasion  was  improved,  to  push  the  taking 
off  restraints,  lying  upon  those  who  were 
reckoned  the  king's  friends,  though  they  had 
opposed  the  wori^  of  reformation  since  the 
year  1637,  in  their  admittance  to  the  army 
and  judicatories,  while  a  part  of  them  arc  up 
in  rebellion  in  the  north.  Accordingly  the 
king  published  an  indemnity,  and  wrote  to 
the  committee  of  estates,  and  commission 
of  the  kirk,  that  these  men  n^ght  be  in- 
trusted and  employed.  This  was  then  re- 
fiiaed.  The  defeat  at  Hamilton  falling  out 
aoon  after,  that  was  made  a  new  argument 
for  admitting  of  malignants;  and  it  was 
urged,  that  the  standii^  forces  were  too 
memJt  for  definding  the  kiqgdom  against  the 


enemy,  unless  the  whole  fendble  men*  with- 
out distinction,  were  raised.  And  the  ido> 
derator  of  the  eonunission  was  impoctuned 
by  letters  from  the  king,  now  at  Pterth,  where 
the  parliament  then  sat,  to  call  a  coounissioa 
pro  re  mata^  to  give  their  judgment  in  thii 
matter.  The  ministers  i^ainst  the  reecbi- 
tions,  allege,  that  many  members  were  not 
advertised,  that  the  diet  was  ao  sbort^the 
members  could  not  come  up.  A  quorum  of 
the  commission  met  at  Perth,  where  the 
\  pariiament  put  the  foUovring  question  to 
them  in  cunning  enough  t^ms.  **  What 
persons  are  to  be  admitted  to  rise  in  arms, 
and  to  join  with  the  foroea  of  the  Idi^doai, 
and  in  what  capadty,  for  Hffpnce  thereof 
against  the  armies  of  the  sectaries^  wfao^ 
contrary  to  the  solemn  league  and  covenant 
and  treaties,  have  most  unjusdy  invaded, 
and  are  destroying  the  kingdom?  Hie 
commission  of  the  General  Assembly,  De- 
cember I4th,  1650,  gave  the  following 
answer :— >^  In  this  case  of  so  great  and 
evident  necessity,  we  cannot  be  i^ainst  the 
raising  of  all  fendble  persons  in  the  1^, 
and  permitting  them  to  fight  i^inst  this 
enemy,  for  defence  of  the  kingdom;  exGq)t- 
ing  such  as  are  excommunicated,  forfeited, 
notoriously  profane  or  flagitious,  or  such  as 
have  been  from  the  beginning,  or  contjnwf 
still,  and  are  at  this  time,  obstinate,  and  pro- 
fessed enemies,  and  opposers  of  the  covenant 
and  cause  of  God.  And  for  the  capadty  of 
acdng,  that  the  estates  of  pariiament  ougjbt 
to  have,  as  we  hope  they  will  have^  ^pedal 
care,  that  in  this  so  general  aconcurrenoe  of 
all  the  people  of  the  kiiigdom,  none  be  put 
in  such  trust  and  power,  as  may  be  pnyu- 
dicial  to  the  cause  of  God ;  and  that  such 
officers  as  are  of  known  integrity  and  affec- 
tion to  the  cause,  and  particularly  such  as 
have  suffered  in  our  former  armies,  may  be 
taken  special  notice  of." 

As  soon  as  this  answer  was  given,  the 
parliament  in  their  act  of  levy,  did  nominate 
some  of  the  most  considerable  of  those 
reckoned  formerly  malignants,  who  bad  been 
exduded  from  the  renewing  the  covenant} 
places  of  trust,  and  even  access  to  sacraments^ 
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for  their  oppootion  to  the  work  of  reform»- 
tioD;  and  more  than  half  of  the  colonels  of  this 
sort,  and  soine  of  the  general  officen,  and 
great  numbers  of  the  soldiers,  were  such  as 
had  been  with  Montrose,  and  McDonald. 
In  short,  the  bulk  of  the  officers  and  army, 
had  been  either  involved  in  the  engsgement, 
or  in  some  respect  or  other,  had  opposed  the 
work  of  reformation,  since  the  jear  1638 
Ifanj  ministers  being  dissatisfied  at  those 
resolutions  and  actings,  a  good  many  pres- 
byteries signified  their  dissatis&ction  with 
Rich  courses  and  resolutions,  particularly 
those  of  Stirling  and  Aberdeen.  Upon  this, 
the  commission  did,  January  7th,  publish  a 
wammg  and  lai^  answer  to  the  letter  firom 
the  presbyteiy  of  Stirling,  in  which  they  \in- 
dicitted  their  answer  to  the  parliament's 
query,  which  increased  the  contention,  drew 
forth  new  answers  and  replies,  and  the 
flame  rising,  the  opposers  of  the  answer  to 
the  query  were  branded  with  the  character 
of  mafignants.  All  ministers  and  preachers, 
were  by  the  eommisnon  discharged  to  speak 
or  write  against  diese  resolutions,  aiul  an 
act  was  made,  ordtuning  presbyteries  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  censnres  of  the  kirk  against 
such  as  did  oppose  the  resolutions ;  and  in 
May,  the  oommission  transmitted  the  copy 
of  another  act  to  presbyteries,  orduning  such 
who  opposed  the  resolutions,  to  be  dted  to 
the  next  assembly  at  St.  Andrews,  by  which 
a  good  many,  who  opposed  the  resolutions, 
were  kept  firom  being  members  of  that 
assembly.  To  give  the  whole  of  this  matter 
together,  though  the  former  answer  to  the 
query,  and  what  followed  upon  it,  be  strictly 
called  the  resolutions,  and  the  ministers 
who  approved  this  answer,  the  brethren  for 
die  public  resolutions,  and  the  opposers  of 
this  way,  antiresolutioners  and  protesters; 
yet  the  gentlemen,  who  by  these  methods, 
were  got  into  the  army,  cBd  not  stop  here, 
but  pnriied  their  design  to  get  into  judica- 
tories, from  which  they  were  excluded  by 
the  acts  of  classes,  1646,  and  1649,  which 
debarred  such  as  had  joined  Montrose,  and 
were  in  the  engagement,  from  public  offices 
of  trust,  and  in  short,  all  malignants.  In 
order  to  get  this  act  of  classes  rescinded, 
the  king  and  estates  of  parliament,  proposed 
to  the  commission  oF  the  kirk  the  following 


:  query,  "  Whether  or  not  it  be  siuful  and 
[  anlawful,  for  the  more  efiectual  prosecution 
I  of  the  public  resolutions,  for  the  defence  of 
the  cause  of  the  king  and  the  kingdom,  to 
admit  such  to  be  members  of  the  committee 
of  estates,  who  are  now  debarred  from  the 
public  trust,  they  being  such  as  have  satisfied 
the  kirk  for  the  offencei,  for  which  they  were 
excluded,  and  are  since  admitted  to  enter 
into  covenant  with  us  ?" 

The  commbsion,  upon  some  considera^ 
dons,  found  it  proper  at  first  to  delay  giving 
an  answer;  but  upon  the  3d  of  April,  the 
moderator  received  a  letter  firom  the  king 
and  pariiament«  earnestly  desiring  a  meeting 
of  the  commission  to  be  called  at  Perth,  the 
17th  of  April,  1651.  "  That  after  a  due 
oonsideratioB  of  the  acts  and  declarations 
emitted  by  the  church,  and  the  other  grounds 
contained  in  the  tuurrative  of  the  acts  of 
classes,  in  so  finr  as  cooacieace  can  be  con- 
cerned therein,  his  majesty  and  parliament 
have  a  positive  answw,  not  only  to  the  query 
in  the  terms  wherein  it  was  propounded,  hot 
likewise  their  dear  and  deliberate  judgment 
and  resolutions,  if  it  be  sinfiil  and  unlawful 
to  repeal  and  rescind  the  act  of  classes  :*' 
and  upon  the  83d  of  April,  another  letter 
came  to  the  conumssion,  much  to  the  same 
purpose.  To  both,  the  commission,  after 
some  previous  cautions,  gave  this  answer. 
^  As  for  the  solemn  league  and  covenant, 
the  solemn  adcnowledgment  and  engage- 
ment, and  former  declarations  emitted  by 
this  church,  (which  are  set  down  as  grounds 
in  the  narrative  of  the  act  of  classes,)  me 
do  find  they  do  not  particulariy  determine  ^ 
any  definite  measure  of  time,  of  exdudsng 
persons  from  places  of  trust  for  bypast 
ofiences ;  but  only  bind  and  oblige  acconl- 
ingly  to  punish  oflbnders,  as  the  degree  of 
their  ofibnces  shall  require  or  deserve^  ur 
the  supreme  judicatories  of  the  kingdom,  or 
others  having  power  firom  them  for  that 
effect,  shall  judge  convenient,  to  purge  all 
judicatories,  and  places  of  power  and  trust, 
and  to  endeavour  that  they  may  consist  of, 
and  be  filled  with  such  men,  as  are  of  known 
good  affection  to  the  cause  of  God,  and  of  a 
blameless  and  diristian  conversation,  (which 
is  a  moral  duty  commanded  in  the  w<ved  oC 
'  Ood,  and  oC  pcrpct^Ml  t^LVeaSao^N  *»  ^'«*' 
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Doifaiqg  opon  the  acoofimt  of  those  grounds 
doth  hkideTy  but  that  pereons  fbnueny  oj^ 
barred  fiom  places  of  power  and  trust  fbr 
thev  oflbooss^niaj  be  admitted  to  be  members 
of  the  conumttee  of  estates,  and  the  censures 
inflicted  upon  them  by  the  act  of  dasses, 
may  be  taken  off  and  rescinded  without  sin, 
by  the  parliament,  in  whose  power  it  is  to 
lengthen  or  shorten  the  time  of  those 
censures,  according  as  they  dull  find  just 
and  necessary)  providing  they  be  men  who 
have  satisfied  the  Idric  for  thor  offences, 
have  renewed  and  taken  the  covenant,  and 
be  qualified  fbr  such  faeces  according  to  the 
qualifications  required  in  the  word  of  God, 
and  expressed  in  the  solemn  acknowledgment 
and  engagement,**  Stc  As  soon  as  the  court 
had  this  return,  the  pariiament  rescinded  the 
act  of  classes  in  all  its  articles,  by  which 
great  numbers  fbrmerly  exduded,  were 
brought  into  parliament,  and  nominate  as 
members  of  die  committee  of  estates,  and 
made  amiable  of  places  of  trust  And  in  a 
little  time^  the  malignant  party,  at  least  the 
bulk  of  them,  were  admitted  to  the  chief 
places  of  trust,  and  got  the  management  of 
all  into  their  band« 

The  General  Assembly  met  at  St.  Andrews 
in  July,  where  the  brethren  against  the  reso- 
lutions, protested  against  the  lawfulness  and 
freedom  of  the  assembly.  Three  of  the  sub- 
scribers were,  afler  citatioD,  deposed,  and 
one  suspended,  and  the  actings  of  the  com- 
mission approven.  The  same  heats  con- 
tinued in  the  next  assembly,  1652;  and 
when  Cromwell  had  effectually  prevented 
the  meeting  of  any  more  assemblies,  and  the 
debates  had  been  carried  on  in  synods  and 
presbyteries,  and  in  print  before  the  world, 
at  length,  in  1655,  and  1656,  conferences 
were  agreed  on  for  union,  and  the  matter 
was  carried  to  London,  before  the  usurper. 
At  length  some  sort  of  union  was  made  up 
in  most  synods  and  presbyteries  afler  Crcmi- 
weirs  death ;  and  things  went  pretty  smooth, 
till  the  king,  upon  his  return,  declared  his 
displeasure  with  the  opposers  of  the  resolu- 
tions, and  some  of  them  were  first  fellen 
upon ;  and  in  a  Httle  time,  the  whole  honest 
presbyterian  ministers  were  struck  at,  and 
sent  to  the  furnace  to  unite  them. 

Having  preauaed  this,  I  come  now  to 


hand  myself  flnd  the  reader  into  the  begia 
ning  of  our  direct  persecution,  August,  1660, 
by  giving  a  short  view  <^  matters  fhmi  the 
time  of  general  Monk's  leaving  Scotland,  till 
the  meeting  of  the  committee  of  estates, 
where  I  will  have  occasion  to  take  notice  of 
several  matters  of  fiurt  both  in  Scotland  and 
England,  as  to  the  restoration  of  the  king^ 
which  I  have  not  met  with  any  where  ebe 
but  in  the  letters  before  me,  which  are 
mostly  betwixt  Mr.  James  Sharp  and  Mr. 
Robert  Douglas,  and  some  from  Mr.  Sharp 
to  Mr.  John  Smith,  one  of  the  ministers  of 
Edinburgh,  and  others.  From  the  Tery 
words  of  those  letters,  (which  shall  be 
marked  thus  **)  I  shall  endeavour  to  form  an 
account  of  the  great  turn  of  affiiirs  this  year, 
whereby  the  reader  will  have  most  plain 
evidences  of  the  reverend  Mr.  Do^glai^ 
and  the  rest,  their  integrity  and  ftithfulness, 
and  ^scoveries  how  careful  they  were  to 
preserve  our  valuable  constitution  upon  the 
king's  return ;  and  as  sensible  proo&  of  Mr. 
Sharp's  juggling,  prevarication,  and  betraying 
the  church  of  Scotland,  and  his  treachery  to 
the  worthy  ministers  who  intrusted  him. 
The  reader  is  entirely  indebted  to  the  rev- 
erend and  worthy  ALr.  Alexander  Douglas^ 
minister  of  the  gospel  at  Logie,  fbr  what  is 
in  those  letters,  which  in  a  most  obl^^ng 
manner  he  communicated  to  me,  with  a  short 
narrative  of  the  re-introduction  of  episcopacy, 
writ  by  his  venerable  fiither  Mr.  Robert 
Douglas,  of  which  I  shall  make  some  use  in 
the  following  history. 

In  November,  1659,  general  Monk  lefl 
Edinburgh,  where  he  had  been  since  the 
usurper's  reduction  of  Scotland,  and  by 
slow  marches  reached  London  in  January, 
and  soon  gave  a  turn  to  public  affiurs  in 
fiivour  of  the  king's  restoration.  It  appears 
very  probable  to  me,  that  he  was  encouraged 
secretly  by  Mr.  Robert  Douglas ;  but  I  come 
to  the  matters  of  &ct  in  the  letters,  which  I 
exhibit  according  to  their  dates. 

January  10th,  Mr.  David  Dickson  and  Mr. 
Robert  Douglas,  in  their  letter  to  general 
Monk,  signify  their  entire  confidence  in  him 
as  to  the  a^rs  of  Scotland,  and  the  neces- 
sity of  one  from  them  to  be  near  his  person, 
to  put  him  in  mind  of  what  is  necessary,  and 
acquaint  them  with  the  state  of  things  j  and 
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they  ask  his  pass  for  Mr.  James  Sharp. 
Before  the  receipt  of  theirs^  the  general 
ordered  Mr.  auditor  Thomson  to  write  from 
York  to  Mr.  Sharp;  and  in  his  name  he, 
(January  15th,)  desires  Mr.  Sharp  "to 
undertake  u  winter  journey,  and  come  to 
him  at  London  with  all  speed;  defers  the 
conununicating  the  reasons  till  he  be  there, 
wishes  he  may  communicate  this  with  Mr. 
Douglas  only,  because  the  general  does  not 
dedre  this  to  be  made  too  public.*'  And  Jan- 
uary 16th«the  general  himself  writes  a  letter 
from  Ferry-bridge  to  Messrs.  Dickson  and 
Douglas  in  the  following  words. 

"  I  received  yours  of  the  10th  instant, 
and  do  assure  you,  the  wel&re  of  your 
church  shall  be  a  great  part  of  my  care,  and 
that  you  shall  not  be  more  ready  to  pro- 
pound, than  I  shall  be  to  promote  any  rea- 
sonable thing  that  may  be  for  the  udvanta<;c 
thereof:  and  to  that  end  I  Iiave  herewith 
sent  you,  accorcting  to  your  desire,  a  pass 
for  Mr.  Sharp,  who  the  sooner  he  comes  to 
me,  the  more  welcome  he  shall  be,  because 
he  will  give  me  an  opportunity  to  show  how 
much  I  am  ti  well-wisher  to  your  church 
and  to  yourselves. 

A  very  humble  Servant, 
George  Monk." 

Upon  the  6th  of  February  several  minis- 
ters met  at  Edinburgh,  and  agreed  to  send 
up  Mr.  Sharp  with  instructions  to  this  effect, 
that  he  endeavour  that  the  church  may  enjoy 
her  privileges,  that  he  testify  agmnst  the  late 
sinful  toleration,  that  he  essay  to  get  the 
abuses  of  vacant  stipends  rectified,  that  niin- 
isters  may  have  the  benefit  of  the  act  abolish- 
ing patronages ;  and,  that  in  case  any  commis- 
sion be  granted  for  settling  ministers*  stipends, 
he  endeavour  to  have  it  in  good  hands,  which 
I  have  annexed.*    At  the  same  time  they 


*  Inittnictlons  to  Mr.  Sharp,  from  ^leurk 
David  DirkMit.  Robert  Doiii;Uis  Jauien  Wood, 
JoliD  Smith,  George  Hutchison,  and  Andrew 
Kit,  I'Vliruary  6th,  1660. 

1.  You  are  to  use  your  utmost  endeavours  that 
the  kirk  of  .Scotland  maVf  without  interruption 
or  pnrniarhment,  enjoy  the  freed«nn  and  privi- 
l<*i(p«  of  h(!r  established  judicatures,  ratified  by 
Xiitr.  laws  of  the  land. 

2.  Whereas,  by  the  lax  toleration  which  is 
mtablished,  a  door  is  opened  to  a  very  many 
grom  errors,  and  hMMe  practices  in  this  church  ; 
you  ■hall  thaefors  use  all  lawful  and  prudent 


write  to  general  Monk,  and  "recommend 

;  Mr.  Sharp  to  him,  as  one  whom  they  have 
instructed,  and  who  is  to  communicate  his 
instructions  with  his  lordship,  and  they  have 
sent  him  up  to  prevent  any  bad  impressioM 

I  that  may  be  given  of  them  at   London. 

J  They  add,  that  though  it  be  not  their  way 
to  intermeddle  with  civil  affairs,  yet  tlie  mis- 

:  eries  of  the  sinking  nation,  make  them  hum- 
bly request  his  lordship  may  endeavour  to 
ease  them  of  their  grievances."    By  another 

.  letter  they  recommend  Mr.  Sharp  to  colonel 
Wetham ;  and  by  a  third,  to  Messrs.  Calamy 
and  Ash,  to  be  communicate  with  Messrs. 
Mauton  and  Cowper,  and  any  others  they 
think  fit ;  wherein  they  desire  them  to  be 
assisting  to  him  in  the  management  of  his 

!  trust,  for  tlie  best  advantage  of  this  afHictcd 
church. 

Mr.  8harp*s  first  letter,  of  February  I-ItHy 
takes  notice  of  his  arrival  at  London  the 
13th,  his  kind  reception  by  Mr.  Manton, 
who  signified  to  him  the  large  character  the 
general  gave  of  the  ministers  in  Scotland, 
and  Mr.  Douglas  in  particular;  ''that  he  had 
immediate  access  to  the  general,  ¥rfao  recom- 


'  means  to  represent  the  sinfulness  and  ofTenfiiTe- 
ness  thereof,  that  it  may  be  timeously  rrrncdied. 
3.  You  are  to  represent  the  prejudice  this 
church  doth  suHer  by  the  intervtrting  of  the 
vakiiig  rtipends,*  wliirh  by  law  were  dedicated 
.  to  pious  UM*8;  and  seriiMisly  endeavour,  that 
I  hereafter  viiking  Htipeuils  may  be  intromltted 
with  by  presbyteries,  and  Nuch  as  shall  be  war- 
ranted DT  them,  and  no  others,  to  be  disposed  of 
and  applied  to  pious  uses,  by  presbyteries,  accord- 
ing to  the  SOth  act  of  the  parliament,  1644. 

4w  You  are  to  endeavour  that  ministers,  law- 
fully called  and  admitted  by  presbyteries  to  the 
ministry,  may  Ikave  the  bcneiit  ot  the  .*S9tIi  act 
of  the  parliament,  intituled,  act  anent  alMdishins: 
patnHia^es,  for  obtaining  summarily,  upon  the 
act  of  tlielr  admission,  fb-crect,  and  letters  con- 
form, and  other  executorial,  to  the  eflei't  they 
may  get  the  right  and  pi»sscf«Ni<>n  of  their  stl- 
|>ends,  and  other  benehts,  witliout  any  other 
address  or  trouble. 

If  you  find  that  tlkere  will  be  anv  ci^mmiasion 
appointed  in  this  nation,  for  settlmg  and  aug- 
menting of  ministers'  sti]»ends,  then  you  are  to 
use  your  utmost  endeavours  to  have  faitliful 
men,  wi'U  aifcctcd  to  the  intprests  of  Christ  in 
this  Church,  employed  therein. 

David  Dickson. 

]\[a.   UoiiERT  Douglas. 

Mil.  James  Wood. 

Mb.  Jouk  Smith. 

Mr.  Gkokgk  Hutchison. 

Mr.  Akdbkw  Kir. 

«  Iht  SOpCBds  of  ^VLCiVnl  v«t\«V>s. 


n 


mended  him  to  Sir  Anthony  AMy  Cowper, 
and  Mr.  Weaver,  two  parliament  men.  He 
adds,  that  the  city,  who,  two  days  ago,  were 
much  saddened  by  the  unhandsome  act  put 
upon  the  general,  with  a  design  to  bring  him 
into  an  odium  with  the  city,  is  now  mightily 
pleased  with  the  general's  letter  to  the  par- 
liament." 

Upon  the  16th  of  February,  the  general 
sends  an  answer  to  what  was  written  to  him 
with  Mr.  Sharp,  importing,  "  that  Mr.  Sliarp 
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restored,  to  the  joy  of  all  honest  people: 
that  he  is  satisfied  he  is  come  up,  aance  thit, 
though  little  can  be  done  at  present  for  the 
cause  wc  own,  eilectually,  yet  one  from  the 
church  of  Scotland  bears  aconstrucdonthat 
will  be  for  the  reputation  of  the  diurch. 
He  says,  fiiends  arc  satisfied  with  our  late 
proceedings  with  Monk,  and  bless  Ood  we 
were  not  wanting  in  such  a  juncture ;  that 
on  Saturday  he  had  a  private  conference 
with  the  general,  and  so  far  sounded  him  as 


is  dear  to  him  as  his  good  friend,  but  much  :  he  got  encoun^ement  for  some  of  the  moit 
more  having  their  recommendation,  and  he  ,  eminent  secluded  members  to  apply  to  him. 
cannot  but  receive  him  as  a  nunister  of  |  Upon  Monday,  four  of  them  sent  him  urith 
Christ,  and  a  messenger  of  his  church;  that '  some  propositions  to  the  genezal,  to  which 
he  will  improve  his  interest  to  his  utmost    he  brought  them  a  satisfying  return.    He 


for  the  preservation  of  the  rights  of  the 
church  of  Scotland,  and  their  afflicted  coun- 
try, which  he  loves,  and  had  great  kindness 
from;  that  it  shall  be  his  care,  that  tlic  gos- 


adds,  that  ministers  and  good  people  look 
upon  it  as  the  only  expedient  for  securing 
religion,  and  dashing  the  designs  both  of 
cavaliers  and  sectaries,  that  the   secluded 


pel  ordinances,  and  privileges  of  God's  people  j  members  be  restored,  rather  than  that  a  par- 


may  be  established  both  here  and  with  them. 
He  seeks  their  prayers  for  Grod's  blessing 
upon  their  counsels  and  undertakings,  en- 


liament  should  be  caUed  with  qiialificarioiu 
which  would  only  tend  to  the  securing  of 
the  interest  of  the  rump,  which  is  now  the 


treats  them  to  promove  the  peace  and  settle-  :  third  time  the  derision  and  scorn  of  all  men: 
ment  of  the  nations,  and  do  what  in  tlicoi !  that  with  no  small  difficulty  the  general  was 


lies  to  compose  men's  spirits,  that  with 
patience  the  fruit  of  hopes  and  prayers  may 
be  reaped ;  and  assures  them  he  will  be  care- 
ful to  preserve  their  profession  in  the  hon- 
our they  so  much  deserve." 

Mr.  Douglas,  February  23d,  "acquaints 
Mr.  Sharp  with  the  receipt  of  his  and  the 
general's  letters,  desires  he  may  mind  what 
he  spoke  about  the  lords  Crawford  and 
Lauderdale,  and  promises  to  write  about 
them  to  the  general,  if  need  be :  he  desires 
Mr.  Sharp  to  encourage  the  general  in  his 
great  work,  for  the  good  of  religion,  and 
peace  of  the  three  nations,  through  all  the 
difficulties  he  may  meet  with.  He  adds, 
you  yourself  know  what  have  been  my 
thoughts  from  the  begimiing  of  this  under- 
taking, which  I  have  signified  to  himself; 
though  I  was  sparing  to  venture  my  opinion 
in  ticklish  matters,  yet  I  looked  upon  him 
as  called  of  God  in  a  strait,  to  put  a  check 
to  those  who  would  have  run  down  all  our 
interests." 


€i 


brought  to  admit  the  secluded  members, 
which  was  kept  very  close  till  this  morning. 
Yesterday  the  rump  voted  their  seclusion,  and 
this  morning  the  secluded  members  entered 
the  house  with  the  acclamations  of  the 
people,  seventy-three  in  number  to  dghteen 
of  the  rump.  Mr.  Manton  was  called  to 
pray  to  them ;  and  they  made  void  all  done 
against  them  these  eleven  years,  appointed 
the  general  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces 
of  the  three  nations,  took  off  the  imprison- 
ment of  the  committed  citizens,  and  liberate 
Sir  George  Bootli :  that  they  are  to  appoint 
a  council  of  state  to  sit  till  the  Parlisnieiit 
be  called,  April  20th.  After  four  or  five 
days  they  design  to  dissolve  themselves,  and 
so  make  void  the  title  and  clmm  of  the  long 
parliament:  that  the  general,  in  his  speech, 
declares  for  presbyterian  government  not 
rigid,  and  hath  writ  to  the  officers  of  the 
army :  that  both  contain  expressions  wfaach 
will  not  be  pleasing,  but  the  present  neces- 
sity of  affiurs  causeth  some  to  put  a  fiur 


By  a  letter  from  London,  February  21st, '  construction  upon  them.     Once  more  the 


Mr.  Sharp  signifies  to  Mr.  Douglas,  that  the 


public  cause  of  those  nations  is  like  to  be  in 


secluded  members  of  the  long  parliament  are    honour,  fanatic  fury  quelled,  the  expectations 
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fall  sober  men  raised,  and  Scotland  some- :  ought  it  to  be  rejected  because  of  the  rigid 
fhat  better  reputed.  In  this  great  torn  miBcarriages  of  some,  whose  irregular  actings 
•rovidence  is  remarkably  seen.  The  rump  have  been  hateful  to  true  presbyterians,  as 
atended  to  bottom  themselves  upon  the  the  issue  of  men's  corruptions,  and  not  the 
ectarian  interest,  and  are  now  dashed  upon  genuine  fruit  of  the  goyemment.  It  is  a  bles- 
hat  account,  and  the  almost  dying  hopes  of  sed  mean  appointed  of  Gk>d  for  the  preset^ 


}od's  people  revived.  Mr.  Sharp  desires  to 
e  recalled,  since  nothing  can  be  done  till 
he  parliament  sit ;  and  the  general  told  him, 
lothing  could  be  done,  till  there  be  a  full 
louse,  as  to  his  instructions.    He  adds,  that 


vation  of  truth  and  verity  in  the  kirk,  and 
singularly  useful  to  preserve  and  press  obe- 
dience to  magistracy.  It  was  no  small  con- 
tentment to  all  here,  when  we  heard  of  your 
lordship's  grave  advice  for  abstaining  from 


ds  surmised  by  some,  that  before  those  who    multiplying  oaths  and  engagements,  as  a  way 


low  sit,  rise,  somewhat  will  be  started  con- 
:eming  the  covenant,  others  think  it  will 
lot  be  yet  time;  but  however  (says  he)  the 
Hiblic  covenanted  interest,  and  our  conccm- 
aent  in  it,  ought  not  to  be  neglected.  I 
lope  this  week  our  noble  prisoners  will  be 
cleased,  and  I  am  next  day  or  Thursday  to 
Miy  them  a  lisit." 

"In  answer  to  this,  Mr.  Douglas  writes  to 
\St.  Sharp,  February  28th,  and  signifies,  that 
le  may  be  sure  it  soundeth  harsh  in  the  ears 
if  all  honest  and  understanding  men,  to 
lear  presbyteiy,  the  ordinance  of  Jesus 
3uist,  reflected  upon  by  the  q)ithet  of 
iffdlty.  We  confess  (adds  he)  rigidity  may 
w  fault  of  men,  and  may  be  the  fault  of 
lioae  among  ourselves,  who  weakened  the 
uiity  and  authority  of  this  kirk;  but  the 
anlta  of  men  ought  not  to  be  chiu-ged  upon 
he  ordinance  of  Ood,  nor  upon  others  who 
isve  disallowed  and  disavowed  those  actings. 
[  still  entertain  hopes  that  prcsbyterial  gov- 
armnent  will  be  better  known  to  be  well 
:onsistent  with,  and  helpful  to  the  govcrn- 
nent  of  the  state.  And  as  to  his  return, 
eaves  it  to  himself,  with  the  advice  of  the 
general." 

Upon  March  1st,  Mr.  Douglas  writes  to 
^cral  Monk,  thanking  him  for  his  kind 
eception  of  Mr.  Shaq),  and  encouraging  him 
o  go  on  in  the  great  work  he  had  among  liis 
lands.  He  adds,  "  I  have  been  very  much 
atiafied  from  time  to  time,  to  hear  wliatgood 
ipinion  your  lordship  entertained  of  prcsby- 
erial  government ;  and  I  am  confident  you 
hall  never  have  just  cause  to  think  other- 
vise  of  it.  There  is  no  government  so  good 
a  itself,  but  it  may  be  abused  by  the  cor- 
n^tions  of  men;  yet  the  faults  of  persons 
ire  not  to  be  fixed  upon  the  government,  nor 


to  attain  sooner  unto  settlement.  Honest 
men  will  follow  their  duty  without  sudi  en- 
gagements; and  they  who  fear  not  an  oath, 
will  be  forward  enough  to  take  it  when  it  is 
imposed,  and  as  forward  to  break  it  when 
occasion  is  offered.  Determinations  i^-ill  be 
without  doubt,  more  kindly  entertained,  and 
bear  the  more  weight  i^-ith  men,  when  they 
are  known  to  flow,  not  from  an  imposed 
constraint,but  from  an  unconstruned  freedom 
and  inclination,  bottomed  upon  conscience 
and  right  reason." 

Mr.  Sharp's  letter  of  March  1st,  to  Mr 
Douglas,  apologizes  for  his  so  seldom  writing, 
and  signifies  he  is  so  much  engaged  in 
business,  that  ho  is  deprived  of  his  rest ;  that 
people  observing  the  great  countenance  the 
lord  general  gives  him,  press  him  so,  that  he 
is  forced  to  abandon  his  chamber  all  the  day, 
and  much  of  the  night;  that  he  declines 
altogether  meddling  in  the  business  of  par- 
ticular persons;  that  though  little  is  yet 
done  to  the  church  and  nation,  yet  his  being 
at  London,  hath  not  been  useless  as  to  the 
public  cause :  "  That  the  cavaliers  point  him 
out  as  the  Scottish  prcsb}ter,  who  stickled 
to  bring  in  the  secluded  members,  to  undo 
all  by  the  presbj^erian  empire ;  that  before 
the  admission  of  the  secluded  members  he 
had  spoke  to  the  general  concerning  the 
Windsor  prisoners,  and  signified  his  com- 
mission from  Mr.  Douglas  so  to  do;  and 
aflcr  pressing  the  vote  of  the  house  relating 
to  them  he  went  to  Windsor,  and  advised 
their  writing  to  the  general,  and  carried  their 
letter,  which  he  promised  to  answer;  and 
every  day  since,  he  had  been  with  some  of 
the  most  considerable  of  the  house,  who 
have  promised  to  move  effectually  for  their 
coming  to  Londoiv,  yjVacV  ^N^-^Xifc  «^ftfc^^  \ 
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that  the  general  tellf  him,  his  bong  at 
LondoD,  b  of  use  to  him ;  that  the  house 
hath  jet  a  fortnight  to  sit,  and  have  resolved 
to  spend  the  first  hour  every  day  about 
settlLng  religion,  and  the  rest  of  their  time 
t-pon  settling  the  milida;  that  the  cky 
ministers  have  offered  some  desires  to  be 
made  use  of  by  some  members  of  the  house, 
a  copy  of  which  he  sends.  He  adds,  that 
worthy  Mr.  Ash  tells  him,  that  three  months 
ago,  when  the  commissioners  came  down  to 
general  Monk,  he  wrote  to  you,  (Mr. 
Douglas,)  by  one  of  them,  which  it  seems, 
was  not  delivered ;  that  in  the  letter,  I  (Mr. 
Sharp,)  wrote  to  Lauderdale  about  that 
time,  I  had  this  expression,  that  he  might  be 
confident  general  Monk  would  be  for  a  good 
parliament.  Upon  this,  he  (Lauderdale,) 
sent  to  Messrs.  Calamy,  Ash,  and  Taylor, 
which  encouraged  the  flagging  city.  He  sent 
also  to  Oxford  and  elsewhere,  which  gave 
the  first  occauon  of  addresses  from  the  city 
and  counties,  to  the  general,  for  a  free  par- 
liament." 

The  desires  of  the  city  ministers,  men- 
tioned in  this  letter,  I  have  annexed.*  They 
are  for  suppressing  papists,  for  sanctification 
of  the  Sabbath,  agunst  the  disturbance  of 
ministers,  for  a  committee  to  approve  minis- 
ters, for  a  declaration  of  adherence  to  the 
confession,  catechisms,  directory,  and  form 
of  church  government,  presented  by  the  late 
assembly,  against  molestation  of  ministers, 
and  for  a  national  assembly  of  divines. 

In  Bfr.  Sharp's  letter  to  Mr.  John  Smith, 
March  4tb,  he  r^rets  the  death  of  Mr.  Law 
at   Edinburgh,  and  tells  him,  "  That  the 


*  Desires  of  the  city  minuters,  February  1660. 
It  is  humbly  desired, 

1.  That  there  may  be  a  speedy  course  taken 
afainst  Jesuits,  prists,  priests,  and  all  popish 
emissariea. 

2.  That  an  effectual  course  also  be  taken  for 
the  better  8anctificatl<m  of  the  Sabbath,  and  to 
prevent  the  opening  of  shops  by  quakers,  and 
all  other  profanation  of  the  SabbatH,  and,  in 
order  thereto,  a  certain  act,  bearing  date  Septem- 
ber 27th,  1651,  intituled,  an  act  for  relief  of  reli- 
gious and  peaceable  people  from  the  rigour  of 
former  acts  of  parliament  in  matters  of  religion 
(whereby  many  hare  taken  encouragement  to 
n^lect  the  public  ordinances)  may  be  considered 
ana  replied. 

8.  That  the  disturbance  of  the  ministers,  in 
thtt  public  worship  of  God,  may  be  prevented 
iuiei  piwish9d. 
A   TTiut  certn!n  ministers  may  he  appointed 


house  have  voted  the  confceeion  of  the 
assembly,  to  be  the  doctrine  of  the  chuch 
of  England,  exc^t  the  two  chapters  about 
church  discipline  and  censuces,  which  ece 
remitted  to  a  committee^  when  *tia  fhmighr, 
they  will  sleep  till  the  parliament  sit.  They 
have  appointed  Dr.  Owen  to  be  hebft  them 
on  Thursday,  in  order,  as  'tis  thou^bt,  to 
restore  his  deaneiy  to  Dr.  Reynolds*  Tlus 
day  the  house  have  released  our  Scots 
prisoners,  who  have  given  security  to  the 
council  for  their  good  behaviour,  and  their 
estates  will  soon  be  restored  j  that  IielaDd 
is  secured,  and  all  quakers,  anabaptists^  and 
sectaries  banished;  that  some  judges  sie 
appointed  for  Scotland,  but  the  perliaownt 
will  not  meddle  with  them.  He  adds,  he  is 
in  a  peck  of  troubles  to  get  the  dty  ministers 
set  about  their  business.  That  day  a  laige 
meeting  named  four  of  the  fastest  and 
bonestcst  to  sit  on  Monday,  and  Mr.  Sharp 
with  them,  and  aflerwards  to  meet  when  he 
sees  fit.  He  names  five,  whom  he  calls 
warping  brethren,  and  no  fiiends  to  the 
covenant  interest,  whom  a  member  of  the 
house  of  commons  hath  undertaken  for;  but 
(says  he,)  they  must  not  be  trusted.  Be 
adds,  I  tell  what  your  mind  is  as  to  the  dril 
business ;  and  honest  people  here,  who  ars 
but  few,  cither  in  the  dty  or  houses  are  of 
one  heart  with  you.  The  great  £ear  is,  that 
the  king  will  come  in,  and  that  with  him, 
moderate  episcopacy,  at  the  least,  will  tske 
place  here.  The  good  party  are  doing  whst 
they  can  to  keep  the  covenant  interest  OD 
foot,  but  I  fear  there  will  be  much  ado  to 
have  it  so.    They  dare  not  press  the  votiiy 


for  the  approbation  of  nil  ministers  who  shall  be 
admittedf  into  livings,  till  the  ntst  parilunsat 
take  further  order. 

6.  That  they  would  be  pleased  to  dedaiv^  that 
they  still  own  the  confetmoQ  of  fiiith,  the  cata- 
chiams,  directory,  Bud  form  of  churrii  goivwa* 
ment  presented  to  them  by  the  late  assembly  id 
divines,  and  approved  of  by  several  ordimmni 
of  parliament. 

6.  That  care  may  be  taken,  that  aodiv  ordafaisd 
ministers,  who  are  in  sequesterea  livliigs^  laaij 
not  be  molested,  through  the  want  of  aome  Isfu 
malities  in  law  as  to  their  institution. 

7.  That  they  would  please  to  consider  what 
may  be  done  in  order  to  the  calling  of  a  nattooal 
aasemblv  of  divines,  to  be  cfaoaen  hy  the  aiinia- 
ters  of  the  respective  counties,  with  dfue  qoalifi- 
caUona,  that  ao,  by  the  blessing  of  God  upon  this 
ordinance,  we  naay  have  ho^  for  the  *»^"ny  uf 
oux  tdnfxil  aa^  wofoX  ^-^JVAnoa. 
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for  presbjterian  govenuneiit,  lest  it  bar  them  the  general,  that  he  may  have  a  personal 
from  being  elected  next  parliament.  Our  protection,  payment  of  his  AfbtSj  or  enjoy 
fiiemlff  in  die  city  dunk  it  were  not  amiss,  ^  his  places  at  least.      I  have  declined  to 


that  from  the  nation  of  Scotland,  were 
poUidied  a  dedaration;  but  I  think  it  not 
yet  aeasoDable.  It  were  good  you  have  yonr 
thoDgbta  npon  it  in  time,  and  the  intent 
woold  be,  to  guard  against  sectaries  upon  die 
one  hand,  and  ea;valier8  upon  the  other.  For 
God'a  sake  take  care  diot  our  peqile  keep 
themiclvea  quiet;  and  wait  till  the  Lord  give 
B  fit  opportunity.  Matters  hare  are  in  a  very 
ticUlrii  diaoomposed  condition.  They  say 
Irelaiid  hadi  sent  for  the  king,  but  I  do  not 
bdievoit." 

Mardi  Odi,  Bfr.  Sharp  writes  to  Mr. 
Dooglas;  and  with  reference  to  the  com- 
plaint in  his  of  die  28th  of  February,  upon 
die  general's  declaring  himself  to  be  for  pres- 
bytery, but  not  ri^,  he  says,  **  As  to  the 
reflectioA  npon  presbytery,  by  the  q)idiet  of 
rigidity^  the  carriage  of  the  true  friends  of 
It  hadi  given  sufficient  proof  of  the  cause- 
leasness  of  diat  aspersion,  yet  upon  all 
occanons  yon  see  it  doth  not  fence  against 
it.  Hie  consistency  of  it  with  the  dvil 
gOvemmMt,  seemeth  to  be  dear  from  the 
present  poifiament;  who,  if  they  sit  a  littie, 
intend  to  ratify  whait  they  enacted  about  it, 
(in)  1047,  dioug^  die  bun  of  some  is  loud 
eaooffi,  Ko  bUiop,  no  king.  The  house 
yestetday,  in  their  preftce  to  the  act  own- 
ing die  confteion  of  frath  as  the  doctrine  of 
die  dttirdi'Of  England,  did  mention  the 
covenant  aa  one  of  the  grounds  upon  which 
they  were  induced  to  make  such  an  ordin- 
ance: wiiereopdn  the  motion  was  stated, 
that -die  aolcma  league  and  covenant  should 
ba  renved,  and  an  order  made  for  printing 
kf  and-  aettiag  it  up  in  all  the  churdies  of 
RpgJMul  and  Wales,  and  the  doors  of  the 
parliiTnt  house:  to  which  none  in  the 


hone  offered  to  make  any  contradiction. !  to  be  for  that  way;  "that  the  sectarian 


meddle  in  it." 

In  his  postscript  to  this  letter,  he  tells 
Mr.  Douglas,  "  that  Bfr.  Calamy,  Mr.  Ash, 
and  Mr.  Taylor,  are  honest,  and  afUsr  his 
own  heart.  They  say,  I  (Mr.  Sharp)  am 
useftil  to  them;  sure  they  put  me  to  toil 
enough  in  speaking  to  parliament  members, 
the  general  and  his  officers.  Honest  men 
are  at  a  stand  what  to  think  or  do.  If  this 
parliament  rise,  and  another  sit,  they  oon« 
dude  we  can  have  no  security  for  religion 
or  liberty:  die  following  will  bring  in  the 
king  immediately.  This  cannot  sit  longer, 
unless  a  house  of  lords  be  called,  and  diis 
the  army  will  not  give  way  to.  Most  of  the 
members  have  no  inclination  to  sit  longer. 
This  clashing  of  parties  is  like  to  cast  all  in 
confusion;  and  the  cavaliers  and  sectaries 
are  waiting  their  opportunity.  All  diat 
wish  wdl  to  religion  apprehend  that  if  this 
parliament  do  not  continue  to  sit,  the  lung 
must  come  in  without  terms,  and  therefore 
do  judge  it  best  to  call  him  in  time.  I  never 
saw  England  in  such  a  posture.  God 
knoweth  how  to  interpose.  TTie  papist  and 
sectary  will  join  issue,  expecting  toleration ; 
and  the  honest  party  are  like  to  be  swallowed 
up." 

Mr.  Douglas  answers  the  former,  March 
13th,  and  tells  him,  he  is  refreshed  with  the 
reviving  the  league  and  covenant,  (and) 
recommends  Mungo  Murray  to  Mr.  Sharp's 
oounsd  and  asastance. 

March  10th,  Mr.  Sharp  signifies  diat  he 
had  Mr.  Douglas's  to  himself  and  the  general, 
of  March  1,  which  the  general  recdved,  and 
said  he  would  make  a  return.  He  adds, 
that  the  general  hath  much  countenanced 
presbyterian  ministers,  and  still  professeth 


And  this  day  the  league  and  covenant,  in 
great  Lombard  paper,  is  to  be  sold  in  all  the 
shops  in  London.  This  hath  given  a  great 
flkna  to  die  aeetarian  par^,  who  centre  in 
Laipbert^  who»  refusing  to  give  security  for 
keeping  the  peace,  was  yesternight  laid  in 
the  Tower;  and  they  are  proceeding  against 
ochcra.of  that  party.  Waristoun  hath  been 
widi  me;  Ms  drift  i^  that  I  may  deal  with 


interest  is  on  the  waning  hand,  and  mo- 
derate episcopacy  setting  up  its  head ;  that 
upon  Thursday  our  noble  prisoners  were 
liberate  upon  security  to  keep  the  peace, 
and  not  to  return  to  Scotland  without  leave 
of  council  or  parliament;  that  they  are 
highly  esteemed  by  the  English.  He  wish- 
eth  a  commission  were  inimed^eV^  %«Ci\>^^ 
from  Scotland,  to  CrwKotdwttiWJMaAw^iJ^^^ 
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to  act  in  capacity  of  commissioners  for  the 
kingdom  of  Scotland.  TTie  parliament  are 
tlus  ni^t  upon  settling  the  militia  of  the 
dty  and  nation,  with  this  proviso,  that  all 
in  it  shall  own  the  cause  of  the  parliament 
against  the  late  king  to  be  just.  He  adds, 
that  sereral  parliament  men  and  the  lord 
Manchester,  think  he  hath  privacj  with  the 
general,  and  send  him  (Mr.  8harp)  to  him 
on  all  occasions,  and  the  general  by  him 
communicates  his  mind  to  his  friends  in  the 
city,  and  he  is  employed  in  all  that  relates 
feo  religk>n,  so  that  he  hath  scarce  any  time 
to  write ;  that  he  had  met  with  reports  once 
and  again,  that  you  (Blr.  Douglas)  Messrs. 
Hutdiison,  Dickson,  Wood,  and  himself, 
should  have  said*  we  could  wish  to  be  set- 
tled in  a  commonwealth  way^and  were  against 
the  king's  coming  in  on  any  terms.  Where- 
upon he  went  to  the  earl  of  Manchester, 
lord  Wharton,  and  several  parliament  men, 
to  whom  it  was  busied  by  colonels  Wetham 
and  Oumhle,  and  flatly  contradicted  it  as  a 
slander;  declariog  that  nothing  would  satisfy 
Scotland  but  the  king  on  covenant  terms, 
and  that  it  was  contrary  to  their  mind  he 
should  be  brought  in  on  cavalier  terms; 
that  he,  finding  many  possessed  with  the 
beilief,  that  the  king,  while  in  Scotland,  broke 
all  terma,  and  the  engagements  he  was  under 
by  treaty,  and  was  vicious,  and  unclean,  and 
a  scomer  of  cndinances,  and  a  discountenan- 
cer  of  ministers,  had  detected  those  great 
Kea  and  malicious  foi^geries,  and  declared 
he  could  not  say  the  king  broke  to  us,  and 
that  the  honest  party  were  well  satisfied 
with  him;  that  by  covenant  and  treaty  he 
engaged  by  all  lawful  and  peaceable  ways  to 
endeavour  uniformity  in  doctrine,  discipline, 
&c.in  the  three  nations.  The  difficulties, 
adds  he,  from  the  army,  are  overcome ;  the 
militia  is  so  settled  that  general  Monk  hath 
the  ab8(riute  power  of  the  army,  and  the 
agitators  and  army  cannot  now  stop  the 
design  on  foot.  There  is  no  satisfying  the 
people  without  the  king;  a  treaty  with  him 
wiU  soon  be  set  on  foot.  The  general  and 
leading  men  in  the  house  are  now  settled 
in  a  ma^Jal  confidence.  The  great  thing 
«iow  is,  Wliether  this  house  shall  continue  or 
dissolve:  if  they  continue,  they  lose  their 
rcoutation,  and  will  not  be  able  to  act  for  a 


settlement ;  if  they  dissolve,  they  fear  the 
next  parliament  will  bring  in  the  king^  with- 
out security  to  religion  and  the  public  cause. 
But,  adds  he,  I  apprehend  they  must  dissolTe 
themselves,  and  set  that  on  foot  betee  the 
sitting  of  the  next  parliament  which  will 
secure  the  honest  interest;  however  they 
are  resolved  on  that  which  will  iqxNi  the 
matter  settle  presbyterian  government. 

To  this  letter  Mr.  Douglas  answers,  fiiarch 
15th,  and  signifies  his  satisfiictioa  that  the 
general  supports  presbyterian  go^emroent 
and  ministers.  He  adds,  ^  It  is  best  that 
presbyterian  government  be  settled  simply ; 
for  we  know  by  experience,  that  moderate 
episcopacy  (what  can  it  be  other  than 
bishops  with  cautions)  is  the  next  atep  to 
episcopal  tyranny,  which  will  appear  verjr 
soon  above  board  if  that  ground  onoe  be  laid. 
You  know  the  old  saying,  Perpetua  dictat^r^ 
via  ad  imperitan.  Our  constant  moderators 
was  a  step  to  bishops,  and  they  once  entered, 
soon  broke  all  caveats."  He  adds  he  had 
thou^ts  of  a  commission  to  Crawibni  and 
Lauderdale  three  weeks  ago^  but  knows  not 
how  a  meeting  shall  be  got  to  give  it,  and  to 
add  others  if  necessary.  Further^  Mr. 
Douglas  that  same  day  writes  to  Mr.  Sbaif 
about  the  calumnies  cast  upon  them,  and 
says,  **  The  report  of  their  being  £br  a  com- 
monwealth is  a  mere  forgery;  that  they  pro- 
fessed any  settled  government  better  than 
anarchy,  and  submitted  to  providenee  in 
their  present  condition ;  that  it  may  be  they 
were  mistaken  for  some  of  their  brethren  ibe 
protesters,  to  whom,  says  he^  the  king's  r^ 
turn  is  matter  of  terror,  because  of  their 
miscarriages  to  him.  You  know,  adda  he^ 
that  the  judgment  of  honest  men  here  is, 
for  admitting  the  king  upon  no  other  tennt 
but  covenant  terms,  wherein  religion,  tfaa 
liberties  of  the  nation,  and  his  just  greatness, 
are  best  secured;  that  as  to  the  kiqg  he  never 
broke,  but  at  the  short  start  at  Sl  John- 
stoim,  which  was  occasioned  by  the  TeaK»> 
strance ;  that  his  countenance  was  favour- 
able to  the  ministry ;  and  if  Mr.  Oillcapy  and 
others  were  not  so  cheerfiiUy  looked  upon 
by  him,  it  was  because  of  their  opposing  the 
resolutions  for  the  defence  of  Uie  kirk  and 
kingdom  agmnst  an  unjust  invasion.  As  to 
his  \>«K60fval  faults  they  did  not  appear,  to 
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that  he  heard  him  say,  in  reference  to 
tlingpresbyterian  government  in  Eng- 
haty  by  advice  of  parliament,  and  a 
of  divinesy  he  would  endeavour  the 
iiity  whereunto  the  league  and  cove- 
igages.  All  this  he  offers  to  get  attest- 
leed  be,  and  wishes  a  meeting  were 
ted  to  authorize  commissioners  to  act 
NT  Scotland ;  and  does  not  doubt  but 
lie  persons  he  (Mr.  Sharp)  speaks  of, 
ffisoners  of  many  prayers,  will  be  cor- 
r  the  good  of  the  kirk  and  kingdom, 
It  snfier  themselves  to  be  deceived 
by  admitting  those  to  counsels  and 

who  have  undone  all."  And,  March 
Mr.  Dickson,  Mr.  Douglas,  and  Mr. 
Hon,  write  a  jobt  letter  to  Mr.  Sharp, 
ttng  themselves  from  being  for  a  com- 
ialth,  and  meddle  with  no  othef  parts 
letter  he  wrote.  The  same  day  they 
I  letter  to  gencfal  Monk,  encouraging 
go  on,  and  thanking  him  for  his  coun- 
e. 

ck  I3th,  Mr.  Sharp  writes  to  Mr. 
By  and  tells  him,  *  The  house  have 
d  to  do  nothii^  in  prejudice  of  what 
in  fiivour  of  religion  before  the  1648. 
at  before  he  had  said  on  the  covenant, 
by  That  it  was  ordered  to  be  read  in 

dnirches,  once  in  the  month,  every 
hat  they  have  appointed  a  committee 
irobation  and  ordination  of  nnmsters ; 
lerein  upon  the  matter  have  approven 
wctory  and  form  for  church  govern- 
that  this  day  Dr.  Owen  was  outed  of 
mery  of  Christ's  church,  Oxon,  and 
eynolds  put  in  his  room;  that  the 
had  further  ordered,  that  none  suffer 
ore  for  the  sake  of  the  engagement, 
Pted  it  to  be  utterly  void  hencefbrth. 
i  above  named  clause  in  militia  act, 
g  all  to  declare  the  parliament's  jus- 
tbdr  war  against  the  king,  they  have 
d  against  the  cavaliers;  and,  by  their 
» that  magistracy  and  ministry  are  or- 
»  of  Ood,  they  guard  against  sectaries 
vUers.  Last  Sunday,  says  he,  I  went 
Galaroy's  church  with  our  noble  pri»- 
where  Messrs.  Calamy  and  Taylor 
A^  thanks  for  their  liberation.  This 
e  form  and  order  of  the  king's  coro* 
with  Mr«  Douglases  Bermon,  and  the 


u 

speeches  made,  aie  printed,  and  selling  at 
I  London,  printed  according  to  the  first  edi- 
tioh  at  Aberdeen.  He  adds,  the  difficulties 
about  sitting  or  not  sitting  of  this  house  con- 
tinue ;  but  sit  or  not,  they  will  declare  for 
king,  lords,  and  commons.  The  militia  is  in 
the  hand  of  those  who  are  enemies  to  a  com- 
monwealth. He  adds,  that  Sunday  last,  the 
general  sent  his  coach  for  Messrs.  Gaiamy, 
Ash,  and  me ;  and  we  had  a  long  conversa- 
tion with  him  in  private ;  and  convinced  him 
a  commonwealth  was  impracticable,  and  to 
our  sense  beat  him  off  that  sconce  he  hath 
hitherto  maintained ;  and  came  from  him  as 
being  satisfied  of  the  necessity  of  dissolving 
this  house,  and  calHng  a  new  parliament. 
We  ui^ged  much  upon  him,  that  the  presby- 
terian  interest  he  had  espoused,  was  much 
concerned  in  keeping  up  this  house,  and  set- 
tling the  government  on  terms;  but  in  regard 
he  had  so  lately  declared  against  the  house 
of  lords,  and  continuii^  of  this  house,  ha 
could  not  do  it  so  reputably.  The  sednded 
members,  though  they  could  outvote  the 
rump,  yet  cannot  so  well  proceed  i^^ainst 
the  rumpers  in  this  as  in  another  paiiia* 
ment.*' 

Upon  the  Idth  of  Maidi,  Mr.  Sharp 
writes  to  Mr.  Douglas,  ^  that  yesterday  the 
house  passed  the  bill  for  approbation  of 
ministers,  granting  this  power  to  one  and 
thirty  ministers,  all  presbyterian,  save  three 
or  four.  This,  (says  he)  in  a  church  con- 
stitute as  ours,  were  not  more  tolerable  than 
Mr.  Patrick's  (Gillespy*s)  parrhmenti  but 
here  'tis  looked  on  as  a  very  advantageous 
act.  They  have  confirmed  all  ordinancea  in 
favours  of  presbyterian  government,  extend- 
ing them  to  all  counties  in  England.  The 
house  will  dissolve  on  Saturday  or  Monday. 
The  commonwealth  party  are  now  for  any 
thing  but  the  king's  coming  in ;  th^  would 
set  up  Monk,  but  he  will  not  be  induced  to 
iL  The  cavalier  spirit  breaks  out  very  high, 
and  is  like  to  overturn  all.  We  scarce  see 
how  a  war  can  be  avoided.  The  general  is 
confident  to  carry  his  point.  The  popish 
party  are  at  work,  and  the  Jesuit  provincial, 
Bradshaw,  who  came  over  from  Spain  to 
Lambert  and  Vane,  with  above  a  hundred 
thousand  pounds  stcrL  is  still  here>  and  vec^ 
busy." 
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March  20th,  Mr.  Douglas  writes  to  Mr.  '■  and  declines  coming  to  be  minister  of 
Sharp,  that  he  had  his  of  the  13th,  and  is  I  Edinburgh.  He  says,  some  sudden  rupture 
well  pleased  that  the  parliament's  defensive  ,  of  the  sectarian  party  is  feared,  and  those 
war  is  vindicated.  He  says,  anarchy  and  '  who  are  against  the  king's  coming  in,  seem 
tyranny,  and  likewise  contempt  of  magis-  desperate. 

tracy,  are  to  be  guarded  against ;  and  as  hie-  March  22d,  Mr.  Douglas  answers  Mr. 
rarchy  hath  been  the  bane  of  tlie  kirk  of-  Sharp's  last  of  the  17th,  and  signifies  his 
God,  so  decrying  the  ministry,  and  a  lawless  great  concern  in  the  new  parliament;  and 
liberty,  hath  poisoned  the  kirk  with  heresy  .  wishes  that  the  late  parliament,  in  a  consist- 
and  error.  He  tells  Mr.  Sharp  ofa  meeting  of'  cncy  with  their  declarations  to  the  countn% 
the  protesters  at  Edinburgh  very  unfrequcnt; .  and  promises  to  the  general,  could  have  con- 
but  that  'tis  said  they  wrote  a  letter  to  the  .  tinucd  sitting.  This  he  takes  to  have  been 
general  in  favours  of  Waristoun.  The  the  method  that  would  have  brought  mat- 
same  day  Mr.  Douglas  writes  a  letter  to  the  ters  to  the  best  issue.  And  he  expects  and 
earl  of  Crawford,  wherein  he  congratulates  hopes  the  general,  whose  honour  now  is  en- 
him  on  his  liberation,  and  his  firm  adherence  ]  gaged,  will  keep  all  in  peace  till  the  parlia- 
through  his  sufferings  to  his  principles,  and  '  ment  sit  don^n.  He  desires  Bir.  Sharp  to 
takes  the  freedom  to  tell  him  and  the  lord  stay  as  long  as  he  can  be  serviceable  to  the 


Lauderdale, "  That  on  their  deliverance  they 
will,  like  wise  Scotsmen  behind  the  hand. 


general  or  lords  lately  released. 

Upon  the  12th  of  March^the  lord  Brt}^^, 


be  careful  not  to  sufier  themselves  to  be, colonel  Geoiges  governor  of  Ulster,  aod 
befooUed  again  by  fiiir  pretexts  and  prom- ;  Mr.  John  Greig,  in  name  of  the  presbyte- 
ises,  to  admit  to'  their  counsels,  and  public  rian  ministers  of  Ulster,  write  letters  to 
employments,  men  that  never  loved  their  Mr.  Douglas,  with  a  gentleman,  Mr.  Ken- 
master,  their  country,  themselves,  or  the  nedy,  whom  they  send  over  to  rende  at 
cause  they  owned  and  suflered  for;  but  by  Edinbuigh,  desiring  a  close  oorreqxmdeiioa 
their  rigidity,  and  precipitancy,  and  ambition :  with  Scotland,  and  showing  their  hearty 
to  set  up  themselves  and  followers,  had  ruin-  concern  for  settling  religion,  and  liberty,  aid 
ed  king,  kirk,  and  country;  and,  if  re-odmit- :  uniformity  in  the  three  nations,  in  concert 
ted,  will   play  the  same  game  over  again ;  with  general  Monk ;  and  desiring  Mr.  Sharps 


'  Burnt  bairns  dread  the  fire :'  and  adds.  He  is 
not  against  compassion  to  such  as  deserved 
the  contrary,  but  would  never  trust  them 
with  places.  He  beseeches  them  to  improve 
their  enlargement  in  a  solid  settlement  of  the 
nations,  according  to  our  obligations  by  the 
solemn  oaths  of  God.  And  he  begs  his 
lordship  and  Londerdale  may  write  down  to 
their  acquaintances  in  Scotland,  to  avoid 
divisions,  and  leave  off  their  plottings  for 
their  private  interest,  and  let  all  give  way  to 
the  public  interest  of  kirk  and  state."  That 
same  day  a  common  letter  signed  by  Messrs. 
Dickson,  Douglas,  Hamilton,  Smith,  and 
Hutchison,  is  sent  to  Crawford,  Lauderdale 
and  Sinclair,  congratulating  them  on  their 
liberation. 

Blr.  Sharp  writes  to  Mr.  John  Smith, 
March  17th,  that  yesterday  the  parliament 
did  dissolve  themselves,  after  they  had  issued 
writs  for  another  parliament  to  meet  25th 


or  Mr.  Wood,  or  some  trusty  friend,  to  be 
sent  over  to  Ireland, -to  concert  measures 
for  the  settlement  of  all  those  upon  righte- 
ous and  solid  foundations.  The  28Ui  of 
March,  Mr.  Douglas  and  the  ministers  of 
Edinburgh  write  answers  to  those  letters, 
accept  of  their  kind  ofier,  and  signify  they 
have  writ  to  Mr.  Sharp  by  hb  brother, 
whom  they  send  up  express  to  London  to 
him,  as  one  who  is  well  acquaint  with  thdr 
affidrs,  signifying  their  desire  to  him,  and  en- 
treating Mr.  Sharp  or  his  brother  to  come 
over  from  London  to  them.  How  Mr. 
Sharp  ordered  this  a£Siir  at  London,  we 
shall  find  from  the  detail  of  the  letters  be- 
fore me. 

March  29th,  Mr.  Douglas  writes  to  Mr. 
Sharp  with  his  brother,  that  if  the  general 
be  jealous  of  Ireland,  he  needs  not  acquaint 
him  with  their  desire  to  him  to  go  thither, 
that  they  know  nothing,  but  they  agree  in 


of  April,     Mr,  Sharp  seeks  to  be  home,  one  tVivog;  sond  Veav««  it  to  Mr«  l^arp  to 
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take  wliat  course  he  thinks  fittest ;  und  it'  he 
find  thut  the  proposal  either  feed  or  breed 
jealousies,  the  least  he  can  do  is,  to  let  my 
lord  Broghill  understand  that  the  afEiir  was 
communicate  to  him  (Mr.  Sharp,)  and  that 
he  excuse  himself  the  best  way  he  can. 
Mr.  Douglas  signifies,  he  sends  him  up  the 
rude  draugiit  of  a  paper,  which  mi^ht  be  fit 
to  be  published  at  the  meeting  of  tlie  {nu*- 
liament.     This  paper  I  insert,*  as  the  sense 


of  so  great  a  man  as  Mr.  Douglas,  on  ili:^ 
present  juncture  of  alliiirs. 

Mr.  Sharp  writes  to  Mr.  Douglas,  March 
21tli,  declining  liis  being  called  to  be  minis- 
ter of  Edinburgh,  and  pressing  another  umy 
be  pitched  upon.  In  his  postscript  he  tu- 
quaints  him,  that  Lauderdale  and  he  ha.i 
been  dealing  to  stop  the  English  judu'r:? 
from  coming  down  till  the  parliament  meet : 
that  the  English  are  willing  Scotland  be  as 


*  The  jadgment  of  vome  Robfr-mindMl  iii4>n  in 
So3tbuid,  concerning  the  settlement  of  the  gov- 
ernment in  the  three  nntioiiM. 

For  the  settlement  of  government,  two  thin^ 
mrii  nuunly  considerable ;  the  one  Is  concern in^ 
th;?  power  of  settling  it,  the  other  is  concerning 
the  form  of  the  govemmer^t  to  be  settled. 

CVmceminf  the  power  of  settling  government, 
it  i«  in  the  three  respective  porliaments  of  Kng- 
Und,  Scotland,  and  IrvJand.     It  is  matter  of  no 
s'nall  contentment  to  us,  that  titers  Is  a  full  par- 
liament to  meet  in  England,  of  whom  we  liare 
the  confidence  that  thev  will  do  right  for  tlifm- 
sehrea;  yet  we  must  plead  that  de  jure  l>elon^ 
to  tlie  three  nations  to  consult  and  conclude,  in 
their  respective  representatlven,  that  wlierein  all 
of  them  are  seTprally  oonoemed ;  for  quwl  omnes 
tamjfitf  «fr  ommibmt  traetari  dtbti.     In  which  pur^ 
none  it  may  be  considered,  1.  Tliat  England  Im 
but  a  part,  and  their  rrpn'srnt.itlvo  doth  only 
represent  that  part ;  now  no  part  can  (*onc.ludc 
and  determine  the  whole.    2.    AH  (hu    three 
nations  have  always  had  their  resiwH-tivp  i»ar- 
liaments,  nntU  the  unhappy  changes  undi*r  the 
late  usurpation,  which  hath  overthrown  tlie  liU- 
ertieA  of  all  the  three  nationn.     3.   If  any  thing 
be  determined  by  a  part,  which  U  not  a^reenble 
to  that  mind  of  the  rest,  it  must  be  irapNied  with- 
out a  free  consent,  and  by  force  ;  and  thist  is  the 
contlnoanre  of  that  very  bondage  upon  ollien, 
under  which  both  they  and  we  have  lien  this 
while  b}'gone.     i.  A  greater  free«lom  of  expres- 
sion is  required  in  this  particular,  in  so  far  as 
coneemeih  Scotland,  which  is  in  a  worse  case 
than  any  of  the  other  two,  because  the  ]N>wer 
that  U  in  the  othei  two,  by  divine  providence, 
puts  ijhem  in  a  capacity  to  act  for  tbemselveN  ; 
whereas  Scotland  is,  by  that  same  power,  imped- 
ed from  acting  towanl  their  own  liberty.     If 
the  force  upon  the  secluded  membera,  that  hin- 
dered them  from  acting  according  to  their  trust, 
was  uiiju%t,  and  was  taken  off  accordiiij;  to  juti- 
tiru,  then  all  the  acta  of  violence  thereafter  com- 
mitted bv  these  who  acted  that  force,  upon  these 
who  enjoyed  their  own  freedom  before,  are  un- 
jiLHt,  and  cannot,  without  owning  the  InjiiMtirc 
of  others,  be  still  continued  unto  their  sad  re- 
iifraint  from  acting  as  a  free  nutitm.     It  were  to 
be  wished  that  the  injustice  thereof  were  a  little 
better  considered,  upon  which  arrouiit  let  it  lie 
remembered,  1.    How  well  Scotland  hath  de- 
n^rved  of  England ;  for  being  entreated  fi>r,  and 
by  their    commissioners,  they  took  their  lives 
in  th.»ir  hand,  and  hazarded  themselves,  to  de- 
liver their  brethren  fmm  a  fearful  threutenrd 
bondage ;  and  yet  the  recompense  that  tliey  have 
eotten,  hath  been,  to  be  uinustly  invaded,  and 
many  thousands  of  them  killed,  starve<l,  impri!»- 
oned,  and  removed  to  tbefswjmrtw  of  the  world ; 


unto  thlN  matter,  the  words  which  the  I^rd  com- 
manded to  lie  spoken  before  the  htiMt  of  iNrnel, 
by  the  prophet  Oded,  umy  be  well  appli(>il,  ^ 
Chnin.  xxviii.  9,10,11.  "  Behold,  be(*au!»e  the 
Ixird  God  of  your  fathers  was  wroth  with 
Judah,  he  hath  delivered  them  into  your  liaiid, 
and  ye  have  shdn  them  in  a  ru^e  that  rearh-tU 
up  unto  heaven.  And  now  ye  purjKise  to  kivp 
under  the  children  of  Judah  ana  Jerusalem,  for 
bond-men  and  ImiikU women  unto  y<iu  :  but  are 
there  not  with  yon,  even  with  you,  sins  agniiiNt 
the  Lord  your  God?     Now  hnu>  me  therefore, 

have 


and  deliver  the  captives  again,  which  ye 
taken  captive  of  your  brethren ;  for  the  ficrrc 
wrath  of  God  is  upon  you."  SS.  That  that  nnjiist 
invaiion  was  never  imputetl  unto  the  nation  of 
England,  but  unto  a  party  which  then  iiml 
thereafter  kept  England  in  wmdage,  as  well  (.4 
others:  but  if  now,  when  the  J^ni  hjith  oiM-mnl 
a  door  of  hope  unto  them  for  their  own  lilNTtv, 
they  keep  their  brethren  still  in  Imnda^e,  and  do 
not  behave  theinsclveii  toward  their  oppressed 
brethren,  in  their  speeches  to  the  army,  and  in 
their  actions  toward  their  brethren,  as  the  hend« 
of  Israel  spake  and  did,  H  Chron.  xxviii.  1^ 
1;},  14,  li>.  They  will  add  one  trespass  to  another, 
and  make  It  to  lie  a  national  sin,  which  will  draw 
from  the  avenging  hand  of  divine  ju^fticv  a  na- 
thinal  judgment.  3.  That  the  bo<Iy  of  this  nation 
evidence<l  their  willingness  and  readini!ss  to 
hsizard  themselves  unto  the  utmost,  and  to  lay 
out  themselves  above  their  ability,  toward  the 
promoting  of  the  generous  Intentions  of  general 
Slonk,  whom  the  Xxird  raise4i  up,  to  put  a  stop 
unto  the  violeut  actings  of  those  thut  were  in  a 
way  of  undoing  religion  and  liberty,  and  to 
make  way  for  the  meeting  of  a  fulf  and  free 
parliament.  These  thingn,  beln^  well  weighe<l 
m  the  balances  of  an  im|iart!al  judgment,  will 
strongly  plead,  that  Scotland  ought  to  be  a 
shai'er  with  England  and  Ireland,  lii  the  settling 
of  government. 

Concerning  the  form  of  the  government,  it  U 
either  civil,  or  ec4;Iesi<'uitical. 

As  to  the  civil  government,  it  may  be  sun- 
posed  to  be  intended  either  In  a  common weidth, 
or  in  a  single  person. 

The  civil  government  of  these  three  nations 
cannot  lie  settled  in  a  commonwealth  for  these 
reasons.  1.  The  people  of  these  nations  liave 
been  so  accustom<><l  unto  monarchy,  that  they 
can  hardly  put  their  nei'k  under  another  form  of 
government.  2.  However  It  li«>  piTtend«Ml  to  lie 
a  commonwealth,  yet  it  is  really  and  in  elfet't 
but  an  ollgsirchy,  the  carrying  un  of  the  Interests 
of  some  few  particular  pemons.  3.  Such  a 
common  weidth  is  but  intriMlnctory  to  a  single 
person,  as  late  ex\MiT\ence  \u\»\  tcv'aj\».  \X  «>!\^«\\\. 
In  the  prtM-tice  of  t\\e  vt«^^^«^»  'w^^**  Vwwt^ 
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free  a  nation  as  they  are;  but  the  general  is  -.  in  general,  and  to  see  to  the  nation^s  into'* 
for  keeping  us  in  subjection,  till  he  see  how  est.  He  adds,  "  he  cannot  but  admire 
matters  go  in  the  parliament :  that  they  j  God's  hand,  in  moving  the  bite  parliament 
will  essay  to  delay  the  instructions  and  to  revive  the  solemn  lc;igue  and  oovenaiit, 
commissions  to  them,  as  long  as  may  be.  which  is  the  only  basis  of  settling  these 
March  31st,  Mr  Douglas  writes  to  Mr.  distracted  nations.  The  league  and  cove. 
Sharp,  pressing  a  meeting  in  Scotland,  nant,  says  he,  is  hated  by  many  in  fingtaod 
cither  of  shires  and  burghs,  or  of  a  select  and  Scotland,  because  it  puts  a  restraint 
committee,  for  choosing  commissioners  to  upon  maligimnts,  the  prelatic  party,  the 
deal  in  these  matters  that  concern  Scotland  faiuitics,  and  those  who  arc  loose  and  pro- 


I 
their  rrpulilic  unto  pioviToment  of  u  i»iii^Iv  p^r-  su  niaQlfmtlyi inured  an  to  be  denied  re-admiasioo 
■ou,  viz.  of  hiiodelt.  'k  It  is  held  a!»  a  maxim  to  hln  iust  riglit.  S.  However  the  fathtf  wu 
in  the  politics,  tliat  it  i:i  diuigeroav  to  chauge  the  tngi\^vA  in  war  againHt  Kngland,  yet  his  sun  wu 
govermneiit  of  a  kingdom,  no  Ion);  an  there  are  never  im  engaged,  but  only  agiUiitt  a  pre\-aniu|{; 
righteous  hein  of  the  crowu  to  ]>Iea<l  their  rights  party  which  kept  England  under  bondage,  aud 
lest  the  kingdom  be  continuullv  vexed  with  new  Icept  him  under  boiiiKhment.  3.  The  three 
wars  and  broiU,  and  involved  in  bloo<l,  t»o  often  '  nations  are  not  at  lilwrty  to  make  choice  of  any 
as  they  have  will  and  i»ower  to  endeavour  the  bingle  pt*rjion  that  they  please,  but  have  deter- 
forcible  pus^session  of  that  which  Im  known  to  all :  mined  theniaelveH  In  the  solemn  league  and 
nei£;hbouring  princeji,  to  be  their  undoabtt'd  |  covenant,  whirh  hath  been  solemnlr  sworn  In 
right.  5.  If  the  settlement  of  government  be .  them  all,  professing  in  the  sight  of  Almighty 
in  a  commonwealth,  it  will  necesnitute  the  Iccei>-  I  ^od,  tliat  one  main  end  they  um  at  is  the  uou- 
ing  up  of  armii>s,  to  impo^te  that  form  upon  thette  ;  our  and  happlneia  of  tlic  l&ing  and  hSa  posterity ; 
of  the  nations,  who  cannot  in  conscience  give  |  which  wiis  afterward  renewed  In  many  declara- 
way  thereto ;  and  how  disadvanta|;eous  and  dan-  tiouH,  wherein  thev  profess  their  iiiCenity  and 
geroits  this  in,  may  be  seen.  1.  hy  the  vuitt  |  sincerity,  in  pursumg  of  the  war,  without  any 
expenses  which  they  will  draw  to,  and  these  ■  prejudice  intended  to  tike  king's  power  and 
must  be  wrung  out  of  the  estates  of  people :  a  authority,  or  his  i>osterity.  4.  It  is  expected, 
taste  of  tliis  tiie  nations  have  had  these  few  |  that  the  ensuing  parliament  (the  happy  and 
yearn  bygone,  wherein  there  hath  be^>n  more  •  peaceable  meeting  whereof  is  earnestly  desired) 
Imposed  upon  tiie  people,  than  in  hundreds  of  J  will  endeavour  to  redress  the  wrongs  whidi 
years  before.  2.  Woat  security  can  be  had  from  themselves  and  the  nation  have  received,  by  the 
these  armies,  but  they  may  act  over  again  what  practices  of  these  that  violently  oppressed  tnem; 
the  armies  before  them  have  lately  acted,  and  :  and  it  \»  no  less  expected,  that  they  will  restore 
model  the  government  to  tlieir  own  pleasure,  or  persons  to  their  due  rights,  who  were  outed  of 
make  theia*telves  the  rulers  of  all.  6.  A  com-  them  l)y  the  same  violence  which  oppressed  tbc 
monwealth,  out  of  a  preposterous  desire  of  secur-  nation,  lest  the  parliament's  injustice,  in  denj- 
ing  civil  interests,  useth  to  bring  with  it  no ,  ing  Suum  cuique  tribuere,  l>ecoine  the  sin  of  the 
■mall  disadvantage  to  the  true  n>formed  religion,  nation.  Non  tollitur  peccatum,  nisi  rrgiiUatur 
by  toleration  of  errors  and  heresies.  A  sad  |  ablatnm.  5.  The  setting  up  of  the  righteous 
proof  of  this  these  nations  have  had  in  bte  times  ^  heir  will  secure  the  nation  against  the  iears  of 
under  the  essays  for  a  commonwealth,  M'herein  I  invasion  from  abroad,  or  msurrectioos  from 
errors  of  all  sorts,  here«iies  and  blaivphemies  have!  within,  upon  the  account  of  any  interest  to  the 
abounded,  more  than  they  have  done  in  any  such  eovernment,  and  so  talcc  away  the  necessity  of 
time  since  tiie  days  of  Christ.  7.  It  sevins  that  keeping  tip  standing  armies,  to  the  cxhaustiog 
God  is  not  pleased  with  surh  a  diange  in  these  of  the  cotintr>',  and  endangering  of  a  settled 
nations :  for  since  it  began,  they  have  been  tossed, ;  government.  (>.  All  the  well  affected  to  govcrn- 
lilu  a  tennis-bull,  from  hand  to  hand,  without '  ment  in  Scotland  can  give  this  testimony  uuto 
any  settlement,  whirh  hath  made  the  govern-;  him  who  is  righteous  heir,  tliat  he  was  faithful  in 
ment  to  bo  like  washing  lloodjt,  overflowing  tlie   his  treaties,  did  countenance  the  honest  ministrv. 


banlca^  when  once  it  hath  gone  out  of  tlie  riglit 
channel ;  and  though  men  have  been  framing  a 
government  upon  the  wheel,  yet  the  Lord  liatli 
broken  it  all,  intimating  thi.<  verv  thing,  that  a 
commonwealth  is  not  the  foundation  wherein 
these  nations  can  safely  rest. 

As  to  the  settling  or  a  civil  government  in  a 
single  person,  reason  and  conscience  plead  that 
that  nngle  person  bi<!  the  righteous  heir  of  the 
crowns.  For,  1.  Thougli  the  nations  were 
nec-.vsitatc  to  nndertiikc  a  lawful  defcnbive  war, 
to  preserve  reli:;ion  and  their  civil  rights  and  lib- 
ertie.s,  against  the  breaches  made  upon  both,  by 
wicked  counsellors  misleading  the  father,  yet 
since  the  i>jirliament  found  resuon  to  have  I'e-od- 
roitted  the  king,  whereupim  by  force,  so  many 
members  were  secluded,  his  son  who  hath  never 
acted  any  thing  of  that  kind,  should  not  be  reput- 
es/ /o  Ae  /n  a  irorse  condition  than  hlmsdf,  and 


and  religious  duties,  and  was  without  any  known 
scandal  in  the  course  of  his  conversation,  which 
are  (qualifications  desirable  in  a  single  person  fur 
settling  of  government.  7.  The  good  hand  of 
divine  providence  doth  lead,  as  it  seems,  uato 
that  single  person,  bv  keeping  the  government 
unsettled  until  the  sitting  of  a  fi-ee  parliament, 
by  instructing  and  fitting  him  for  a  Just  and 
mo<1erate  government  in  the  scliool  of  affliction, 
and  by  mercifully  inclining  the  hearts  of  the 
IkhIv  of  the  people  toward  him,  whereas  for 
a  while  there  was  an  alienation  of  affection  in 
many  from  that  family,  that  coining  out  of  the 
funiace  of  aflliction,  as  a  vessel  fitted  for  honour- 
able employments,  he  may  be  called  unto  the 
throne  liy  tlie  representative,  and  heartily  cm- 
brace<I  by  the  b<Kly  of  the  people. 

Self-seeking  men  will  not  %viiiit    oljections 
against  the  settling  of  the  government  in  this 
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fane;  which  ought  so  much  the  more  to 
increase  the  afiections  of  all  honest  men  to 
it,  as  the  only  mean  of  cilecting  a  religious 
and  righteous  settlement.  He  tells  Mr. 
Sharp»  that  there  is  a  great  noise  of  one 
Uardie,  who  hath  preached  before  the  gen- 
eral in  the  Bobylonish  fa5hion,nnd  vehement- 
ly cried  up  the  English  hierarchy,  and  the 
rest  of  the  Romish  relics  that  remained  in 
England  after  the  first  reformation :  which 


way.  I.  Purvbascrs  of  cruwii  lnnd«  and  of 
iiChfr  caaualities  and  i'lnoluineiitN  1>*-l(iii;:iiip; 
tornpto,  out  of  fear  to  be  depriv4;<l  thereol',  will 
be  i^eat  sticklen  in  opposition  to  this  set tlvi unit. 
This  objection  were  onsWy  anstwered,  it'  cove- 
touuiesM  were  not  both  uiisatiable  and  unreason- 
able. For,  1.  The  rent  of  the  lundis  and  othi'r 
things  of  that  nature  during  the  years  of  their 
potswsMloii  hath  equalltHly  if  not  exceeded  the 
price  whicJi  they  laid  forth  upon  the  purchase. 
S.  It  were  most  unjust  that  tlie  three  nations 
should  suffer,  and  be  at  tlie  expeiiKe  of  keeping 
up  armies  for  maintaiuiag  a  few  private  men  in 
an  uarighteouH  purr.ha^te:  the  nation^*  had  far 
better  bay  out  tlieir  purchases  than  Iw  at  the 
expense  of  maintaining  armie«i.  3.  To  deny 
him  admittance  to  tlie  crown,  t)iat  lie  may  not 
be  admitted  to  the  poswssion  of  his  landH,  were 
to  add  sin  to  sin,  and  to  maintain  a  lesser  bin  by 
rommitting  a  fi^reater.  No  man  will  sutTer  it  to 
enter  into  his  mind  that  the  parliament  will 
make  thJn  their  nin.  S.  Sucli  sis  have  been 
accnisory  to  the  grand  injuries  done  to  his  father, 
will  fear  that  he  prove  vindicative  a^fuinst  them 
if  he  should  be  admitted ;  but  an  act  of  oblivion 
will  secure  them,  and  an  act  of  indemnity  will 
secure  all  others  in  reference  to  the  actiiic^  of 
these  latter  times ;  and  as  to  the  defensive  war 
undertaken  by  the  imrliamenta  of  the  three 
nations,  the  lawful nesH  thereof  may,  and  ought 
be  declared  and  8ecure<l  in  law.  S.  The  honi>Mt 
and  aober  paity  maj,  upon  sinistrous  infonna- 
tion,  be  possessed  with  rears  that  he  Khali  intn»- 
duce  an  arbitrary  government,  but  his  admit- 
tanre  Is  not  pleaded  for  upon  any  terms  but 
upon  the  terms  of  the  league  and  covenant, 
wnerein  all  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  par- 
liaments and  people  of  the  three  nations  respec- 
tively are  secured,  and  which  he  hath  nioMt  so- 
lemnly sworn  and  suliNcriluM]  in  Scotland. 

Whatever  other  objection  may  be  moved  from 
the  fears  of  men.  It  mav  lie  considered  tluit 
what  is  incumbent  upon  the  nations,  whereunto 
they  are  obliged  before  God  and  men,  should  be 
lone,  committing  the  ordi^riiig  of  contingent 
crenta  to  the  goml  and  wise  provideuce  of  the 
Lord  of  the  wnole  earth. 

For  the  government  of  the  kirk  in  Si'otland, 
they  are  detennine<l  unto  presbyterial  govern- 
ment, as  that  which  is  most  agreeable  to  the 
word  of  God,  being  thereto  obliged  by  their 
national  covenant  and  by  the  yilcmn  league  and 
covenant;  and  the  other  two  nations  areobIig<Kl 
by  the  Im^^ie  and  covenant  to  endeavour  the 
preservation  of  the  reformed  religion  iu  the 
church  of  Scotland,  in  d(M:trine,  worship,  dis- 
cipline and  government,  ai'cording  to  the  word 
of  God  ana  the  example  of  the  be.st  reformed 


is  made  use  of  iiere  (Edinburgh)  to  the 
geucrol's  dii^advantage."  In  the  postscript 
to  this  letter,  -Mr.  Douglas  urgcth  further  a 
warrant  lor  a  meeting  at  Kdinbui^h,  to 
chouse  cumiiussioners  to  look  after  the 
nation's  interest,  uiid  adds,  "there  is  now  a 
generation  risen  up,  which  have  never  been 
ac([uaijited  with  the  work  of  reformation, 
nor  with  the  just  proceedings  of  this  nation, 
and  therefore  would  condemn   them,  tlie 


churches.  2.  For  England  it  is  expected  from 
the  ]>nrliament  thereof  that  is  shortly  to  sit, 
that  the^'  will  ratify  the  30th  and  31st  chapters 
of  the  Confession  of  Faith,  as  well  as  the  late 
parliament  hath  ratified  all  the  rest  of  it. 

Though  then^  may  l>e  some  in  England  for  epis- 
copacy, and  winie  for  other  forms,  yet  presby- 
terial govenimont  ought  to  hf  pitched  upon,  for 
these  reasons.— 1.  Eplscoimcy  and  other  forms 
are  meirs  devices,  but  presbyterial  government 
is  a  divine  ordinance.  "£,  Tlie  three  nations  are 
tied  by  the  league  and  covenant  to  endeavour 
the  extirpation  of  prelacy,  that  is,  church  gov- 
ernment by  archbishops,  bishops,  &c. ;  and  to 
endi>avour  the  nearest  c<iitjuiirtion  and  uniform- 
ity, as  in  r«-1igion,  Confevsiun  of  Faith,  l)in«ctory 
for  Worsthip,  and  catechising,  so  in  form  of 
church  government.  3.  The  maintenance  of  the 
episc<»pal  hiemrrhy  riHiuireth  huge  and  v:ist 
rents,  which  might  be  employed  to  fur  betti'r 
uses;  more  is  laid  out  for  the  upholding  the 
lordly  grandeur  of  one  of  that  hienirchy,  than 
many  able,  faithful,  and  laborious  ministers  of 
the  gospel  live  upon.  4.  It  is  known  by  sad 
experience  in  England,  that  e]»iHc«ip;u'y  hath 
biH'n  tlie  inlet  unto  popery,  Arniinianism,  and 
other  errors  which  were  on  foot,  and  fomented 
by  them  before  the  late  troubles;  and  other 
forms  which  men  have  lieen  modelling,  have 
brought  forth  swarms  of  errors,  schisms,  and 
unhappy  divisions  in  these  nations ;  oiilv  pres- 
byterial government  being  Christ's  ordfnance, 
stands  as  a  wall  and  an  hedge  ngainst  all  these, 
as  Si'otland  hath  tried  by  experience,  in  which, 
HO  1<»ng  as  presbyterial  government  stood  iu 
vigour,  no  error  iu  doctrine,  worship,  discipline, 
and  government,  durst  set  out  the  bean.  6. 
Presbyterial  g<»veninient  doth  well  agree  with 
any  lawful  Mvil  government,  though  presbyteri- 
ans  have  no  reason  to  be  indifTerent  to  any  form 
of  civil  government,  since  they  know  what 
good  hiith  been  enacted  towards  the  establish- 
ment of  pn^sbytcrian  govei'niii«>nt  in  the  three 
nations  undi'r  kingly  government ;  an<l  it  iiiiiy 
be  truly  said  of  it,  that  in  the  right  exercise 
thereof,  it  is  the  best  s(*hool  to  teacli  subjects 
due  obe<lience  to  the  lawful  magistrate.  It  is 
maliciously  suggested  bv  the  enenii<>s  thereof, 
thiit  it  is  intolerably  rigid  in  the  exerri.>e  of  it, 
which  may  take  with  good  people  who  an* 
tmacquainted  thi>rewith;  for  removing  whereof 
it  may  Ik»  con^ide^«Kl :  1.  That  the  errors  of 
men  in  abusing  of  this  ordinance  of  God  ought 
no  more  to  ntlect  upon  it,  than  the  errors  of 
men  abusing  otlier  divine  ordinnures  ought  to 
rellect  upon  them.  S.  Presbyterial  govenimont 
hath  within  itself  a  sufficient  guard  ngainat  the 
aberrutlous  of  men  *,  Cva  \t\{«\ov  V\xV  YxdXcAXtascVv^ 
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covenant,  and  all  thdr  honest  and  loyal 
actings,  according  to  the  covenant  principles. 
You  will  not  believe  what  a  heart-hatred 
they  bear  to  the  covenant,  and  how  they 
firet  that  the  parliament  should  have  revived 
it.  What  can  be  expected  of  such,  but  the 
pursuing  of  the  old  malignant  design,  to  the 
marring  and  delacing  of  the  work  of  refor- 
mation settled  here,  and  well  ad^imced  in 
the  neighbouring  nations  ?  I  am  informed* 
that  those  are  to  have  a  meeting  here  on 
the  5th  of  April,  and  have  no  purpose  to 
wmt  upon  a  warrant,  but  go  on  upon  such 
an  election,  as  will  be  dissatisfying  to  the 
sober  and  well  affected  of  the  natiou.    'Tis 


are  in  their  actinp  liable  to  the  trial  and  cen- 
sure of  die  wiperior  judicatories,  until  it  come 
at  length  to  the  genml  assembly,  which  uneth 
to  take  a  course  for  redreesing  all  abnecs,  ao 
that  there  is  nothing  needful  but  the.  authority 
of  the  civil  magistsate  to  countenance  them  in 
their  proceedings.  S.  It  is  so  far  from  beirii^ 
rigid  that  all  tenderness  is  used  toward  the 
ignorant  to  bring  them  to  knowledge,  meclcness 
toward  the  restoring  of  those  that  are  fallen 
through  infirmity,  ^nfulness  to  reclaim  these 
that  are  of  a  different  judgment,  and  patient 
forbearance  even  toward  the  obstinate,  that,  if 
possible,  they  may  be  reclaimed  before  they  be 
proceeded  against  by  the  highest  censure  of  the 
kirk ;  and  yet  it  being  a  divine  ordinance,  which 
restrains  looeene«,  profanity,  and  error,  it  needn 
not  be  wondered  by  men  of  judgment,  that  it 
be  reckoned  as  rigid  by  these  who  love  a  law- 
less liberty  in  opinion  luid  practice. 

Seeing  it  is  now  both  the  desire  and  hope  of 
all  honest  and  sober  men,  that  the  Ix>rd,  in  hiri 
good  providence,  will  brincr  the  parliament  to 
sit  in  peace  and  freedom,  Uiey  would  seriously 
consider  how  much  it  concemeth  them  to  lo<»k 
well  unto  the  building  and  ordering  the  house 
of  the  God  of  heaven ;  for  it  hath  b^n  observed 
by  very  godly  and  judicious  men,  that  because 
there  was  no  core  taken  to  settle  the  affairs  of 
the  kingdom  of  Christ,  but  by  a  vast  toleration, 
B  way  opened  for  a  flood  of  errors  to  enter  upon 
the  kirk,  the  Lord  justly  permitted  confusions 
to  come  upon  the  state,  and  made  the  various 
vicissitudes  of  state  mutations  to  be  the  aston- 
ishment and  derision  of  all  about.  That  abomi- 
nation which  hnth  provoked  the  Lord  to  jeal- 
ouiv  must  be  removed,  as  they  would  expect 
God's  blessing  upon  the  nation,  and  upon  their 
endeavours  for  the  solid  settlement  of  righteous 
government. 

That  there  is  a  free  parliament  to  sit  in 
England,  Is  a  matter  of  no  small  comfort,  and 
giveth  goo<l  hope  to  the  well  affected  in  the 
nations ;  only  it  is  their  earnest  desire  that  it 
may  be  free  Indeed,  and  not  as  It  hath  been  In 
these  late  times.  To  make  a  free  pariiament  a 
threefold  freedom  is  requisite.  1.  That  there 
1>e  a  freedom  in  I'eference  to  the  matters  therein 
to  he  handlcil ;  and  in  particular,  that  they  be 
not  imdetunniaed  in  that  which  is  the  auUn 


matter  of  admiration  that  they  are  imwfllii^ 
that  C^wford  and  Lauderdale  (beii^  upon 
the  place,  and  having  given  such  proofr  of 
their  honest  and  loyal  afibctioiia)  abould  be 
employed  in  matters  of  that  conoenament; 
but  those  worthy  noUemen  n»y  be  asraied 
that  the  affections  of  all  honest  men  ve 
upon  them.  There  are  three  parties  here^ 
who  have  all  of  them  their  own  fears  in  tins 
great  crisis:  the  protesters  fear  that  the 
king  come  in ;  those  above  mentioned,  that 
if  he  come  in  upon  covenant  terms,  they  be 
disappointed;  and  those  who  love  rel^pon 
and  the  liberty  of  the  nation,  that  if  he  come 
not  in  upon  the  terms  of  the  league  and 


matter,  by  the  army,  or  any  other  in 
power,  toward  the  settling  of  any  aovcmmoit 
contrary  to  the  minds  and  indinauotu  of  the 
bulk  ot  that  body  which  they  reprcKot.  S. 
That  there  be  a  freedom  in  their  voicinj^  witli- 
out  being  overawed.  It  was  thoui^  mest 
Mhsurd,  and  an  encroachment  upon  the  Iheedon 
of  parliament,  when  the  king  aeiaed  upon  espM 
members  of  the  house;  what  ahall  be  then 
thought  if  a  whole  parliament  should  be  raised, 
and  not  permitted  to  sit?  Bat  thia  nwir  b 
not  to  be  feared,  since  it  hath  pleased  the  Xard 
in  his  providence  to  make  my  lord  gcncnd 
instrumental  for  their  meeting;  It  ia  eauecled 
that  he  will  also  prove  vigilant  and  ftithnd  dot 
their  peaceable  sitting.  S.  There  is  a  freedom 
requisite  for  the  subjects  to  present  their  desires 
and  overtures  for  the  government,  that  tivy 
may  be  more  kindly  accepted  than  hath  beea 
the  use  in  late  times,  wherein  a  man  hath  beea 
accounted  an  offender  for  a  word.  The  prepls 
of  Scotland  have  all  this  while,  under  the  vari- 
ety of  changes,  lived  peaceably,  submSttiDg  ante 
providence,  and  do  yet  in  a  peaceable  way  wait 
uatiently  for  relief  and  enjoyment  of  thur  just 
liberties.  If  they  shall  happen  to  be  frnstiate 
of  their  expectation,  they  must  in  patience  pos- 
sess their  souls  till  God  appear  for  them;  bat 
better  things  are  hoped  for  from  this  parliament, 
which  God  hath  raised  up  to  act  lor  paMie 
interests  and  common  liberty.  It  is  time  in 
their  endeavours  to  settle  these  distracted 
nations :  they  will  meet  with  many  difficulties ; 
but  if  all  the  well  affected  were  to  speak  onta 
them,  they  would  speak  in  the  words  of  Axar- 
iah  the  son  of  Oded,  2  Cliron.  zv.  spoken  to 
Judah  in  those  times,  when  **  there  waa  no  peace 
to  him  that  went  out,  nor  to  him  that  came  in, 
but  great  vexations  were  upon  all  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  countries,  and  nation  was  dQstro}'ed 
of  nation,  and  city  of  city,  for  God  did  vex 
them  with  all  adversity.  Be  ye  strong  there- 
fore, let  not  your  hands  be  weak ;  for  your  work 
shall  be  re^varded."  Upon  the  hearing  of  which 
words  of  Oded,  they  to<jk  courage,  reformed 
religion,  nut  away  all  these  things  that  were 
abominable  in  tho  siaht  of  God,  and  entcnd 
into  a  covenant  to  seek  the  Lord  God  of  Hieir 
fathers,  with  all  their  hcsurta,  and  all  their 
iOiiU.  .    . 
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coTenant,  his  coming  in  will  be  disadvanta- 
gooiu  to  religion  and  the  liberty  of  the  three 
nations :  therefore  I  exhort  Crawford,  Lau- 
derdale^ and  yourself,  to  deal  with  all  ear- 
nestness, that  the  league  and  covenant  be 
settled,  88  the  only  basis  of  the  security  and 
happiness  of  these  nations." 

Upon  the  87th  of  March,  Mr.  Sharp 
writes  to  Mr.  Douglas,  desiring  to  be 
recalled.  He  signifies^  **  that  the  elections 
are  mostly  of  the  royal  party,  which  causeth 
fear  of  mind  among  the  sober  party ;  that 
Warriston  that  day  took  journey  for  Scot- 
land. He  excoseth  the  general's  letter  to 
them,  as  having  some  expressions  in  it  not 
so  favourable,  put  in  by  Qumble,  who  is 
at  the  bottom  for  episcopacy.  He  tells  Mr. 
Douglas^  that  the  printing  of  his  sermon  at 
kin^  Charies's  coronation,  at  London,  hath 
oflendod  the  episcopal  party,  which  doth 
not  mach  matter;  that  the  declaration  at 
Dunfermlinep  bearing  the  king's  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  blood  shed  by  his  father's  house, 
is  what  he  knows  not  how  to  excuse ;  that 
Lauderdale  and  he  endeavour  to  vindicate 
Scotland's  treating  with  the  king  upon  the 
terms  of  the  covenant,  from  the  necessity 
England  now  find  themselves  in,  of  treating 
with  the  king  upon  tenns,  before  his  return. 
He  adds,  some  of  the  episcopal  party  have 
sent  messages  to  me  twice  or  thrice,  to  give 
them  a  meetings  which  I  have  refused;  and 
upon  this  I  am  reported,  both  here  and  at 
Brusads^  to  be  a  Scottish  rigid  presbyterian, 
T^^'wg  it  my  work  to  have  it  settled  here. 
They  sent  to  desire  me  to  move  nothing  in 
prejuifice  of  the  chm'ch  of  England,  and  they 
would  do  nothing  in  prejudice  of  our  church. 
I  bid  tell  them,  it  was  not  my  employment 
to  more  to  the  prejudice  of  any  party;  and 
I  thopgfat,  did  they  really  mind  the  peace  of 
I  hose  churches,  they  would  not  start  such 
propositions;  but  all  who  pretend  for  dvil 
settlement,  would  contribute  their  endeav- 
ours to  restore  it,  and  not  meddle  unseason- 
ably with  those  remote  cases.  The  fear  of 
rigid  presbytery  is  talked  much  of  here  by 
all  parties:  but,  for  my  part,  I  apprehend 
ro  ground  for  it;  I  am  afraid  that  some- 
thing else  is  Eke  to  take  place  in  the  church 
than  rigid  presbytery.  This  nation  is  not 
fitted  to  bear  that  yoke  of  Christ;  and  for 
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religion,  I  suspect 
horse  still." 

April  3d,  Mr.  DougUis  answereth  Mr. 
Sharp's  last,  and  signifies,  <*that  if  it  be 
not  oflensive  to  the  presbyterians  at  London, 
he  sees  no  cause  but  Mr.  Sharp  might  have 
met  with  some  of  the  prclatic  party.  Since 
presbytcrial  government,  says  he,  is  settled 
in  Scotland,  you  were  not  to  capitulate 
with  them  about  that;  but  it  had  been 
worth  the  pains,  if  you  could  have,  by  fiur 
dealing,  persuaded  them  not  to  obstruct  the 
settling  of  the  dvil  government,  and  to 
leave  the  ecdesiastic  government  to  the  par- 
liament, who,  as  it  is  to  be  hoped,  bdng  men 
of  conscience,  will  find  themselves  bound  to 
settle  according  to  the  covenant.  You 
might  have  showed  them  likewise  how  fidsely 
presbytcrial  government  is  charged  with 
rigidity,  and  with  how  much  meekness  and 
long-snficring  patience  it  labours  and  waits 
for  the  reclaiming  of  delinquents  that  lie 
under  the  scandal  of  transgressing  known 
and  unquestionable  laws ;  whereas  the  lordly 
dominion  of  prelacy  doth  rigidly  impose 
laws  on  men's  consdcnccs,  about  the  observ- 
ance of  ceremonies,  and  severely  censureth, 
both  civilly  and  ecclesiastically,  men  who 
out  of  conscience  dare  not  conform  to  them : 
so  that  the  challenge  of  rigidity  may  be  justly 
retorted  on  episcopacy.  Those  things  you 
might  have  calmly  debated  with  them ;  but 
herdn  I  would  have  you  do  nothing 
without  the  advice  and  allowance  of  presby- 
terians, who,  being  upon  the  place,  can  bc»t 
judge  of  the  expediency  of  such  a  meeting. 
In  the  postscript  to  this  letter,  Mr.  Douglas 
again  urgeth,  that  warrants  be  sent  down 
for  the  choosing  commissioners  to  appear 
from  Scotland.  He  says,  Glencaim  is  much 
for  the  committee  spoken  of  before;  and  he 
wonders  the  general  can  forget  Scotland's 
ready  offers  of  their  service  to  and  with 
him,  in  his  first  undertaking,  which  he  hath 
often  acknowledged :  (and)  adds,  "  I  do  not 
like  tliat  we  should  be  so  oflcn  put  to  make 
apologies.  Our  faith  and  int^ty,  both  to 
monarchy  and  presbytcrial  government,  is 
more  to  be  \'alued  than  theirs  who  call  them 
in  question.  It  will  be  strange,  if  the  afl'ec- 
tions  of  these  people  be  more  enlar^ad  u> 
those  great  interests,  tYvatv  tnax%  iiViq  \an^ 
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been  sufibring  for  them,  and  were  active  for 
them,  when  none  of  them  durst  appear.  If 
thiejr  thmk  it  be  a  &ult,  that  we  hiboured  to 
hare  presbyterial  government  established 
with  them,  and  were  as  tender  of  their  con- 
cernments as  of  our  own,  they  would  do 
well  to  be  plain,  and  show  us  wherein  the 
fiuilt  lieth ;  for  we  supposed,  that  we  were 
ei^gi^ed  thereunto  by  the  league  and  cove- 
nant :  if  that  oath,  which  was  so  solemnly 
sworn  at  the  coronation,  be  left  out  of  the 
form  of  coronation,  it  seems  purposely 
done,  to  hide  and  keep  in  oblivion  the  care 
that  hadi  been  taken  here  of  thdr  concern- 
ments in  En^bmd,  because  they  resolve  to 
mind  nothing  of  our  concernments." 

Mr.  Sharp  writes  to  Mr.  Douglas,  March 
SIst,  **  that  there  is  no  fear  of  any  distur- 
bance from  the  army;  and  as  the  general 
declared  at  first,  so  he  hath  laid  things 
eflbctually,  that  the  military  power  shall 
not  iTMMnfAin  a  separate  interest  firom  the 
dvil :  that  all  people  he  is  among  are  Eng- 
liirimien,  and  incline  to  keep  Scotland  at 
under,  and  either  incorporate,  or  make  us 
distinct,  as  they  shall  find  most  serviceable 
to  their  interest :  that  he  is  of  opinion,  the 
king,  both  in  point  of  honour  and  interest, 
will  restore  us,  and  make  us  a  distinct  king- 
dom. No  man  questions  now  the  king's 
being  called  in ;  that  the  real  presbyterians 
in  the  city  hath  desired  a  meeting  with  the 
earl  of  Lauderdide  and  Mf .  Sharp,  on  Mon- 
day, to  concert  matters  against  sectaries 
and  cavaliers ;  which  they  design  to  keep." 

April  5th,  Mr.  Sharp  signifies  to  Mr. 
Douglas,  ^  that  the  general  was  positive  that 
he  (Mr.  Sharp)  should  not  leave  him ;  that 
a  warrant  for  sending  commissioners  could 
not  be  obtained,  for  reasons  to  be  communi- 
cate to  him  at  Edinburgh;  that  my  lord 
Lauderdale,  and  the  noble  prisoners,  are 
very  usefiil  for  their  country.  In  his  post- 
script he  says,  Warriston  had  applied  to  him, 
to  deal  with  the  general,  that  he  might  have 
Ids  office,  and  his  debts  paid,  but  I  declined ; 
that  his  wife  gives  it  out,  that,  had  it  not 
been  for  Mr.  Sharp,  the  general  would  have 
restored  him  to  his  office;  but  after  the 
general  heard  he  was  gone,  he  told  me  (Mr. 
Sharp)  that  Warriston  would  have  little 
U3e  of  bis  grant  of  dx  hundred  pounds, 


and,  ere  three  monthi  ended,  he  would  not 
be  worth  a  groat;  that  he  (tlie  genend) 
would  take  care,  none  of  the  remonstnata 
should  have  any  trust  in  Scotland;  dnt  the 
judges  were  only  sent  down  for  the  fittfaion, 
and  in  a  month  or  two  there  would  be  a 
change ;  that  it  was  necessity  put  him  on  it, 
and  a  little  time  would  show,  it  was  not  for 
Scotland's  hurt;  that  as  for  8en£ng  com- 
missioners finom  Scotland  to  the  parliament, 
it  was  neither  far  our  reputation  or  adfm- 
tage ;  and  that,  if  we  be  quiet,  our  bmineH 
would  be  done  to  our  mind.  He  adds^  diit 
he  behoved  to  stay  at  London;  that  tfaegeo- 
eral  had  told  him,  he  would  conmnmicile 
his  nund  to  him,  and  none  else,  as  to  8co(8 
affidrs ;  and  that  in  dvil  things  he  might  ta^ 
nify  his  (the  general's)  judgment  to  audi 
whom  he  could  trust.  He  adds,  that,  ac- 
cording to  their  appointment,  they  had  a 
meeting  with  ten  presbyterian  ministers, 
whom  'they  could  trust,  where  Lauderdale, 
they,  and  he,  agreed  upon  the  necessity  of 
bringing  in  the  king  upon  covenant  temu^ 
and  taking  off  the  prejudices  that  lie  upon 
some  presbyterians  against  this.  There  are 
endeavours  for  an  accommodation  between 
the  moderate  episcopalian  party,  and  the 
presbyterians ;  but,  says  he,  at  our  meeting, 
Lauderdale  and  I  obtained  of  those  ministers 
that  they  should  not  give  a  meeting  to  the 
episcopal  men,  till  they  first  met  amoqg 
therosdves,  and  resolved  on  the  terms  they 
would  stick  to.  The  king  is  acquainted  vrith 
all  proceedings  here,  and  wants  not  infixma* 
tion  of  the  carriage  and  affection  of  Scot- 
land. The  parliament  will  address  him,  some 
say,  in  hard,  others  upon  honourable  teims. 
I  see  not  fiill  ground  of  hope,  that  covenant 
terms  will  be  rigidly  stuck  to.  The  popor 
you  sent  me  by  my  brother,  anent  the  settle- 
ment of  the  government,  will  be  of  good  use 
to  me." — By  his  letter,  April  7th,  he  signi- 
fies to  Mr.  Douglas,  that  all  fiirther  applica- 
tions for  commissioners  firom  Scotland  mu6t 
sleep ;  and  adds,  *^  the  Lord  having  opened  a 
fair  door  of  hope,  we  may  look  for  a  settle- 
ment upon  the  grounds  of  the  covenant,  and 
thereby  a  foundation  laid  for  security  agdnst 
the  prdatic  and  fanatic  assaults ;  but  I  am 
dubious  if  this  shall  be  the  result  of  the  agi- 
\tatioiis  now  on  Coot,    T\v&  «tory  of  Hardie^s 


INTRODUCTION.  19 

preaching  before  the  general,  in  the  Babylon-   the  parliament's  side,  arc  gone  hito  the  call- 


ish  haUt,  is  a  mere  forgery.    We  intend  to 
publish  some  letters  from  the  French  protes- 


ing  in  of  the  king,  and  they  are  now  only 
intent  upon  terms.    The  general  will  admit 


tant  ministers,  vindicating  the  king  from  po-   of  no  other  way  of  treaty,  but  by  a  parlia- 


pery,  and  giving  him  a  large  character.  The 
sectaries  will  not  be  able  to  do  any  thing  to 
prevent  the  king's  coming  in;  our  honest 
presbyterian  brethren  are  cordial  for  him. 
I  have  been  dealing  with  some  of  them  to 
send  some  testimony  of  their  affection  for 
him;  and  yestemi^t  five  of  them  promis- 
ed, within  a  week  to  make  a  shift  to  send  a 
thousand  pieces  of  gold  to  him.  The  epis- 
copal party  are  making  applications  to  the 
preabytexians  for  an  accommodation ;  but  the 
presbyterians  resolve  to  stick  to  their  prin- 
ciples. I  saw  a  letter  this  day  under  **  the 
king's  hand,  exhorting  his  friends  to  modera- 
tion, and  endeavours  for  composing  dificr- 
cnces  amongst  hb  good  people," 

April  12th,  Mr.  Sharp  writes  to  Mr. 
Dou^as,  that  his  work  is  not  lessened  by 
the  interval  of  parliaments ;  that  the  general 
had  left  it  on  Mr.  Calamy  and  him,  to  name 
such  as  should  preach  before  him ;  that  the 
fanatics  will  essay  their  worst  on  Lambert's 
escape^  but  the  general  is  on  his  guard.  **  It 
was  resolved,  adds  he,  that  in  this  juncture, 
we  may  speak  one  by  one  with  any  of  the 
efMscopal  party ;  and  I  having  told  them,  that 
some  motions  had  been  made  to  me  of  speak- 
ing vrith  them,  they  prayed  me  not  to  de- 
cline it.  To-morrow  I  have  promised  to 
meet  with  Doctor  Morlcy  who  came  from 
the  king.  The  king  is  at  Breda.  The  par- 
Uament  at  its  first  sitting  will,  **  'tis  expected, 
call  him  in.  Some  say  the  sectarian  party 
have  made  application  to  him,  to  bring  him 
in  without  terms.  TTie  Dutch  have  o£fered 
to  prepare  lodgings,  and  defitiy  his  charges 
during  the  treaty.  The  French  ambassador 
presses  his  going  to  France,  but  he  refoses.'* 
Agun  Mir.  Sharp  writes  to  Mr.  Douglas, 
April  ISth,  that  the  elections  are  mostly  of 
antirqsuUicans ;  that  Lauderdale  and  he  had 
been  visiting  Mr.  Baxter.  The  insolendes 
of  the  cavaliers  are  so  great,  that  the  sober 
part  of  that  name  emit  declarations  against 
them.  He  adds,  **  there  is  some  talk  that 
for  the  more  reputable  settling  of  the  church 
of  England,  a  synod  will  be  called  from  all 
the  refonned  churches.    All  that  were  upon 


ment.  The  council  fearing  that  the  parlia- 
ment may  bring  him  in  without  sufficient 
security  to  such  who  acted  in  the  war  against 
his  father,  are  now  upon  framing  proposi- 
tions to  propose  to  the  parliament;  this  is 
kept  secret,  but  I  am  promised  a  copy  when 
they  are  agreed  unto.  I  continue  in  my 
opinion,  that  Scotland  should  make  no  ap- 
plications till  the  king  come  in.  I  have  re- 
ceived letters  from  Mr.  Bruce  at  the  Hague, 
and  the  king  b  satisfied  that  Scotland  keq> 
quiet.  I  have  sent  yours,  and  one  from  my- 
self, to  my  lord  BroghilL" 

Mr.  Douglas  writes  to  Mr.  Sharp,  April 
21st,  that  commissioners  are  coming  up^ 
against  his  mind,  and  that  of  others;  yet 
wishes  that  the  general  may  put  respect  on 
them;  that  Qlencaim  is  following,  and 
wishes  there  may  be  a  good  correspondence 
betwixt  him  and  Lauderdale,  and  the  rest  of 
the  noble  prisoners.  He  adds, "  I  am  engag- 
ed to  believe  that  he  will  do  any  thing  that 
may  be  for  the  liberty  of  the  nation,  and  for 
our  covenanted  interest  here,  and  I  have  so 
much  from  him  myself;  and  my  only  desire 
is,  that  all  who  truly  mind  the  nation's 
interest,  may  not  divide,  but  concur  unani- 
mously without  by-ends,  and  self-respects." 

April  ISHh,  Mr.  Sharp  writes  to  Mr. 
Douglas,  ^that  the  plot  of  the  fanatics 
appears  to  be  broke :  that  a  messenger  from 
Lambert  going  to  the  king  is  taken,  who 
was  to  assure  the  king,  if  he  will  trust  to  the 
army  Lambert  could  make,  they  would 
bring  him  in  without  any  conditions.  Lam- 
bert is  sculking,  nobody  knows  where. 
Most  of  the  army  have  yielded  to  bring  in 
the  king  upon  terms.  If  the  cavalier  party 
do  not  drive  him  on  precipitant  measures, 
the  parliament  will  bring  him  in  upon  terms, 
honourable  to  himself,  and  safe  to  the  na- 
tions. Most  of  the  members  of  parliament 
are  thought  to  be  for  moderation.  I  find 
they  incline  not  to  put  him  upon  justifying 
the  late  war.  The  business  of  religion  will 
be  altogether  waved  in  the  treaty,  and  refer- 
red to  be  settled  by  a  synod.  I  have  cer- 
tain accounts  this  dfty,t\\aX.  otvc'N^t,'^v«wj 
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auue  on  Saturday  to  London  from  Scotland,  tenns,  and  by  a  parikmeat,  whuoe  addraaei 
and  went  on  Monday  beyond  sea.  He  told  ,  he  will  attend.  The  council  have  gooe 
some  persons  here,  that  he  had  letters  from  ,  through  the  most  stickiqg  part  of  the  articles 
the  nobility  in  Scotland  to  the  king^  showing 
they  were  in  readiness  to  rise  for  him.  This 
is  a  divisiye  way,  which  will  prove  foolish 
and  destructive  to  the  nation,  if  persisted  in. 
I  apprehend  the  gentleman  hath  been  sent 
by  Middleton,  and  hath  brought  those  sto- 
ries from  some  of  our  sweet  lords."  To  this  themselves  and  dependants,  and  to  exclude 
last  Mr.  Douglas  answereth,  April  24th,    the  young  lords  from  sitting  till  the  treaty 


to  be  laid  before  the  parliament  lb  r  a  treaty ; 
that  of  an  indemnity,  and  salea^  and  pur- 
chases, which  the  kiqg  will  agree  to.  There 
is  another  rub  like  to  rise  from  the  house 
of  lords,  that  some  say  Northumberland  and 
Manchester  design  to  engross  all  offices  to 


and  tells  him,  that  Mr.  Murray  came  fit>m 
Middleton,  $md  is  returned  with  a  general 
answer  by  the  lords;  that  he  believes  no 
information  that  comes  that  way,  will  be  for 
their  concernments,  and  the  bearer  can  give 
little  information  of  the  carriage  of  honest 
people  in  Scotland.  "  But,  adds  he,  if  the 
long  be  settled,  I  do  not  value  misrepresen- 
tations, for  then  I  hope  our  religion  and 
civil  interests  will  be  settled,  which  will  be 
sufficient  to  all,  who  singly  mind  the  public. 
As  to  what  Mr.  Sharp  had  writ,  that  the 
long  was  not  to  be  uiged  to  justify  the  war 
made  against  his  fiither,  Mr.  Douglas  says, 
they  would  do  well,  when  they  do  not  put 
him  to  a  direct  justifying  of  it,  to  provide 
against  his  quarrelling  the  lawfulness  of  it ; 
that  he  conceives  that  war  will  come 
under  an  act  of  oblivion ;  and  that  it  docs 
not  appear  convenient  to  touch  much  upon 
the  lawfulness  of  defensive  war;  and  since 
it  is  passed,  it  ou^t  not  to  be  meddled  in, 
and  that  whatever  hath  been  in  the  prosecu- 
tion, and  close  of  it,  evil,  yet  it  was  under- 
taken upon  necessary  grounds,  for  our  civil 
and  religious  interests.  He  wishes  that 
instead  of  a  synod  of  foreign  divines,  the 
bottom  of  all  were  to  be  the  assembly  at 
Westminster  their  procedure,  and  there  is 
little  need  of  the  help  of  foreigners  in  that 
matter." 

Mr.  Sharp  writes  to  Mr.  Douglas,  April 
without  date,  that  all  care  is  taken  against 
risings ;  that  he  gave  the  general  a  full  account 
of  what  he  had  sent  him  from  Ireland,  and 
he  is  fully  satisfied :  that  some  of  the  king's 
party  are  for  bringing  him  in  without  terms, 
but  his  more  sober  friends  are  against  it.  The 
general  will  only  have  him  in  by  a  parliap 
ment;  and  the  best  accounts  from  himself 
^ear,  that  be  is  desirous  to  come  in  upon 


be  finished.  He  adds,  **  no  notice  ia  taken 
of  Scotland  in  the  treaty :  we  shall  be  left 
to  the  king,  which  is  best  for  us;  God  save 
us  from  divisions  and  self-eeekin^.  I  have 
acquainted  Mr.  Bruce  how  it  is  with  you,  and 
what  you  are  doing,  and  advised  him  to  guard 
{^gainst  Middleton*s  designs,  and  thoaa  who 
sent  that  Murray  over  to  the  kin^  If  our 
noblemen,  or  others,  fall  upon  &ctk>us  waya^ 
and  grasp  afUr  places,  they  will  cast  nqiroach 
upon  their  country,  and  fall  short  of  their 
ends.  I  fear  the  interest  of  the  solemn  lei^gue 
and  covenant  shall  be  n^ected ;  and  for  re- 
ligion, I  smell  that  moderate  episcopacy  is  the 
fairest  accommodation,  which  moderate  men 
who  wish  well  to  religion,  expect.  Let  our 
noble  firiends  know  what  you  think  fit." 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Douglas  to  Mr.  Sharp, 
April  26th,  bears,  **  that  he  hopes  the  natioa 
will  not  suffer  by  the  commissioners  coming 
up  against  all  advice.  He  fears  the  king  hath 
but  slender  information  of  the  carriage  of 
the  honest  party  in  Scotland,  and  their  dis- 
position ;  that  he  wishes  the  general  would 
permit  liim  (Mr.  Sharp)  to  go  over  and  give 
the  king  information  concerning  his  and  our 
carriage.  He  wishes  the  king  may  know 
who  were  and  are  his  real  friends.  He  is 
content  that  Scotland  be  not  mentioned  m 
the  treaty,  providing  we  have  the  liberty  of 
a  free  nation,  to  deal  for  keeping  what  we 
already  have  both  in  church  and  state.  So 
long  as  this  party  that  now  acts  get  their  will, 
we  will  never  be  without  divisions  and  ani- 
mosities. Ifear  Mr.  Bruce  hath  not  sufficient 
credit  for  us.  If  the  solemn  league  and  cov- 
enant be  neglected,  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
judgment  on  these  nations  is  not  at  an  end. 
The  greatest  security  for  the  king  and  those 
nations,  were,  to  come  in  upon  that  bottom. 
If  it  shall  be  neglected,  I  fear  it  shall  give 
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t  advantage  to  our  ranters  here,  who  I  an  influence  upon  this  kin^om ;  for  the 
ig  it  down.    If  moderate  episcopacy   generality  of  this  new  upstart  generation 


the  result  of  all  the  presbyterians' 
arsy  it  will  be  a  sad  business^  for  mo- 
piacopacy  is  two  steps  of  the  ladder, 
•  up  to  the  highest  prelacy;  no  cth 
U  keep  them  in  such  a  moderation, 
tCkms  spirits  will  break  all  bonds.  It 
well  known  what  endeavours  king 
fh  had  here  to  get  a  moderate  epis- 
ettled  in  constant  moderators,  with 
n  consent  to  caveats,  to  keep  them 
tian  to  their  own  presbyteries  and 
md  to  lay  do¥m  their  places  every 
he  feet  of  the  general  assembly;  as 
by  the  meetii^  at  Montrose,  where 
nen  did  protest  against  it,  and  tell 
f  they  did  see  constant  moderators 

up  to  the  height  of  prelacy,  which 

in  a  few  years ;  they  broke  all  ca- 
id  came  to  that  height  of  tyranny, 
as  Gompesced*  with  very  much  ado ; 
was  the  beginning  of  all  the  stirs  in 
m.  Ton  may  be  assured,  that  Eng- 
tietter  acquaint  with,  and  more  in- 
»  episcopacy,  than  Scotland  was  at 
i;  they  need  not  think  that  it  will 
loderate  precedency,  but  will  take  on 
^gnity,  and  revenues  to  uphold  it, 
«dier  supports  of  the  hierarchy ;  then 
I  too  late  to  aim  at  another  frame  of 
ent.  It  appears  to  me,  that  God 
this  feir  opportunity  in  their  hand, 
f  may  fell  upon  the  government  of 

institution,  which  would  prove  a 
efence  against  errors,  heresies,  and 
;  that  they  talk  so  much  of.  The 
10  fevourable,  that  it  will  be  their 
t  if  they  want  a  settled  government 
tk ;  it  is  not  probable  that  the  king 
r  it;  it  will  not  lie  upon  him,  but 
!  iungdom,  who  will  neither  seek  it, 
)  it.  If  the  presbyterians  in  Eng- 
1  find  the  smart  of  the  want  of  that 
ent,  it  is  just  with  God  that  it 
e  so ;  seeing  they  reject  his  ordin- 
l  will  have  a  plant  of  their  own  set- 
ich  God  never  planted.  Whatever 
aiunent  be  settled  there,  it  will  have 


*  Stayed,  repreawd.— JSV£ 


have  no  love  to  presbyterial  govenunent ;  but 
are  wearied  of  that  yoke,  feeding  themsdvet 
with  the  fency  of  episcopacy,  or  moderate 
episcopacy.  Our  desire  is,  that  presbyterial 
government  be  settled;  if  not,  we  shall  be 
free  of  any  accession  to  the  breach  of  a 
sworn  covenant." 

April  28th,  Mr.  Sharp  signifies  to  Mr. 
Douglas,  that  the  design  of  closing  with  the 
king  now  appeareth  above  board.    Yester- 
day the  young  lords  came  to  the  house,  who, 
with  those  of  the  year  1648,  made  up  thirty- 
six.    There  will,  'tis  thought,  be  no  notice 
taken  of  qualifications  in  the  house  of  com- 
mons.    Both   houses  are   adjourned   till 
Tuesday,  when  a  message  will  come  from 
the  king.    By  his  next  letter,  Blay  1st,  Mr. 
Sharp  acquaints  Mr.  Douglas,  that  a  letter 
was  presented  to  each   house,  fitun    his 
Majesty,  by  Sir  John  Greenfidd,  the  gene- 
ral's cousin;  and  refers  for  other  news  to 
the  diurnal :  that  those  three  days  the  gene- 
ral had  been  speaking  to  him  to  take  a  trip 
to  the  king  at  Breda,  and  he  knew  not  how 
to  decline  it,  and  is  sorry  he  cannot  stay  till 
he  have  Mr.  Dough's  mind.    If  he  thinks 
fit  to  send  over  any  congratulation  to  the 
king,  or  orders  to  himself,  it  may  come  up 
in  my  lord  Crawford's  packet.     In  his  post- 
script he  adds,  ''General  Monk  has  been 
these  ten  days  pressing  me  to  go  over  to 
the  king,  to  deal  that  he  may  write  a  letter 
to  Mr.  Calamy,  to  be  communicated  to  the 
presbyterian  ministers,  showing  his  resolu- 
tion to  own  the  godly  sober  party,  and  to 
stand  for  the  true  protestant  religion,  in  the 
power  of  it;  adding  withal,  that  it  will  be  fit 
you  were  there,  were  it  but  to  acquaint  the 
king  with  the  passages  of  my  undertaking, 
known  to  Mr.  Douglas  and  you,  and  to  tell 
him  of  matters  in  Scotland.     He  spoke  to 
me  three  several  times  this  last  week,  and 
now  I  am  resolved  to  go,  I  hope,  to  do  some 
service  to  the  honest  party  here,  and  indeed 
to  ours  at  home.    If  you  think  fit  to  write 
to  the  king,  the  sooner  the  better.    I  have 
spoken  to  Glencaim,  and  showed  him  what 
you  wrote  to  me  about  him."    May  4th, 
Mr.  Sharp  again  writes  from  London  to  Mr. 
Douglas,  that  he  could  not  ^  off  \o  'l^fK^ 
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to  this  day.  "  The  prcsbytoian  mmisten 
of  the  dty,  after  several  meetings,  hare 
resolved  to  send  over  next  week  some  mi- 
nisters from  the  city,  Oxford,  and  Cambridge, 
to  congratulate  the  king :  and  I  am  derared 
to  acquaint  the  king  with  their  purpose,  and 
dispose  for  their  reception ;  or,  if  it  be  pos- 
sible, that  he  would  write  to  both  houses  by 
way  of  prevention,  that  they  would  secure 
religion  in  reference  to  some  points.  Some 
particulars  of  secrecy  the  general  hath  re- 
commended to  me,  and  given  orders  to  | 
transport  me  in  a  frigate.  I  have  got  a 
large  letter  to  the  king,  and  another  to  his 
prime  minister.  Providence  hath  ordered 
it  well,  that  my  going  carries  the  face  of 
some  concernment  in  reference  to  England ; 
but  I  shall  have  hereby  the  better  access 
and  opportunity  to  speak  what  the  Lord 
shall  direct  as  to  our  matters,  and  give  a 
true  information  of  the  carriage  of  business. 
I  think  I  need  not  stay  above  ten  days.  It 
will  be  best  to  address  the  king  by  a  letter. 
P^'esbyterians  here  are  few,  and  all  are  Eng- 
lishmen, and  these  will  not  endure  us  to  do 
any  thing  that  may  carry  a  resemblance  in 
pressing  unifbrmity :  for  my  part,  I  shall  not 
be  accessory  to  any  thing  prejudicial  to  the 
presbyterian  government;  but  to  appear  for 
it  in  any  other  way  than  is  within  my  sphere, 
is  inconvenient,  and  may  do  harm,  and  not 
good." 

Mr.  Robert  Dougl&s  writes  to  Mr.  Sharp, 
May  8th,  that  he  durst  not  write  of  his 
going  to  Holland,  till  his  last,  of  April  26th, 
and  observes  now,  that  his  motion  and  the 
general's  came  together.  He  adds, "  I  per- 
ceive by  all  that  you  write,  that  no  respect 
will  be  had  to  the  covenant  in  this  great 
transaction,  which  if  neglected  altogether,  it 
fears  mc  that  the  Lord  will  be  highly  pro- 
voked to  wrath.  It  ¥dll  be  the  presby  terians* 
fault,  if  they  get  not  as  much  settied,  at 
least,  as  was  agreed  on  by  the  synod  of 
divines,  and  ratified  by  parliament;  for  I 
perceive  that  the  king  will  be  most  conde- 
scending to  the  desires  offered  by  the  parlia- 
ment :  but  I  leave  that.  However  our  desires 
may  be  for  uniformity  in  doctrine,  worship, 
discipline,  and  government ;  if  they  will  not 
press  it  themselves,  we  are  free.  Your  great 
errand  mil  be  for  this  kirk.    I  am  con- 
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fidcnt  the  king  will  not  wrong  our  liberties 
whereunto  he  himself  is  engaged.  He  needs 
not  declare  any  liberty  to  tender  consciences 
here,  because  the  generality  of  the  people^ 
and  whole  ministry  have  embraced  the 
established  religion  by  law,  with  his  majesty's 
consent.  It  is  known,  that  in  all  the  times 
of  the  prevailing  of  the  late  party  in  Eng- 
land, none  here  petitioned  for  tolcntMMi, 
except  some  inconsiderable  naughty  men. 
Whatever  indulgence  the  king  intends  to 
persons  who  have  failed  under  the  late 
revolutions,  yet  he  would  be  carefiii  to  do  it 
so  as  they  shall  be  in  no  capacity  to  trouble 
the  peace  of  the  land,  as  formeriy  they  d^ 
I  doubt  not  but  you  will  inform  the  Idng  of 
the  circumstances  and  condition  of  our  kirk: 
it  is  lef^  wholly  upon  you  to  do  what  yon 
can  for  the  benefit  of  this  poor  distmcted 
kirk,  that  the  king's  coming  may  be  refresh- 
ful to  the  honest  party  here;  since  no  ifiree- 
tions  from  us  can  well  reach  you  before  yon 
come  back  to  London.  Receive  the  endond 
to  his  majesty,  a  true  copy  of  it  for  yoursdE** 
— The  letter  of  this  day's  date  to  the  kin^ 
signed  by  Messrs.  Douglas,  IKckson,  Ham- 
ilton, Smith,  and  Hutchison,  I  have  inserted,* 


^  Letter  to  the  Kinifs  Mmesty,  from  M 
Robert  Douglas,  David  Diduon,  James  U 


ilton,  John    Sknith,  and    George    lIufAJwni 
Ediuburgh,  May  8tb,  I66a 

May  it  please  your  Majesty, 

We  cannot  but  admire  the  faithfulness  and 
tender  compassions  of  the  Lord  our  God*  who 
keepeth  covenant  and  mercy.  In  that  it  hath 
pleased  him  to  have  respect  to  the  long  and  sd 
afflictions  of  your  mijcsty,  and  of  your  fidthful 
sulrjects,  and  to  the  many  prayers  put  up  to  hioi, 
in  great  trials  of  affliction,  by  opening  so  eom- 
fortable  and  promising  door  of  hope,  tEat  he  will 
repossess  your  mi^esty  in  your  Joat  rights,  tad 
restore  unto  your  people  their  nilov  as  at  tht 
first,  and  their  counsellors  as  at  the  lMniiiwtii|^ 
and  that  probably  (whloh  we  hear  your  m^lcs^ 
so  much  desires)  without  effusion  of  Uood :  thM 
is  the  Lord*fl  doing,  and  it  is  wonderful  Ja  our 
eye%  that  we  may  not  cmly  ei^Joy  the  llfaolv 
^whereof  we  have  been  long,  to  our  great  grist 
aeprived,)  to  tender  our  faithful  serviee  at  waA 
a  distance,  but  are  filled  with  hopes  to  tBJftf 
your  m^esty's  presence  in  your  own  dominka^ 
as  a  bright  sunshine  afW  a  long  and  tcnpci- 
tuous  night,  to  prove  a  shelter  and  enoousO' 
ment  to  all  those  who  delight  to  walk  In  tw 
ways  of  truth  and  peace.  And,  when  wt 
abfltmct  from  instruments  in  all  the  late  revohi- 
tions,  we  cannot  but  further  adore  the  holy  tad 
wise  providence  of  God,  whoi  having  primr  iid 
your  mijcsty's  royal  po'son  in  Imminent  haaardi^ 
hath  teen  U  tit  tohmi  you  (as  another  David) 
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and  shall  make  no  large  abbreviate  of  it. 
They  put  him  in  mind  of  his  covenant,  and 
expect  protection  in  their  establishment,  and 
that  he  will  settle  Ood*8  house  in  all  his 
dominions,  according  to  God*s  word.     In 


in  the  tchool  of  affliction,  that  you  may  be  an 
eminent  instrument,  in  liia  right  hand,  to  pro- 
move  the  interesta  of  his  Son,  Jesus  Christ,  and 
to  rule  for  him ;  whereof  your  majesty's  moder- 
ation of  iiplrit,  and  stedfastness  in  the  truth,  in 
all  your  anarp  trials,  have  been  romfintable  and 
lefreahing    eridences   to  all    who    have  heard 
thereof     Sir,  as  the  condition  of  your  majesty, 
and  of  your  dominions,  liave   been  no  li^ht 
affliction  of  spirit  to  us,  and  to  the  Lord*s  faith- 
lol  acrrants  in  Uiis  church  with  us,  these  yean 
bygone^  while  we  have  been  forced  to  encounter 
with  difficulties,  both  from  among  ourselves, 
ind  from  without;  so  it  hath  been  no  small 
addition  to  our  affliction,  that  we  could  not  any 
other  way  ezpresa  our  duty  to  your  majesty, 
than  by  our  endeavours  to  sympathize  wltli 
yoo,  and  onr  prayers  to  God  for  you ;  for  any 
onmfortable  account   wliereof,  we   do  lieartil^ 
bleia  him,  and  do  resolve,  in  the  power  of  his 
grace,  to  give  him  more  employment,  till  it 
■lease  him  to  perfect  that  gooa  worlc  which  he 
Lath  bf^un.     jBut  now,  since  it  hatli  pleased 
God  to  open  a  door,  (which  we  have  Io:ig  de- 
liredf)  for  our  brother  Mr.  Sharp,  to  come  and 
wait  upon    your  nujesty,  we  could  nut  auy 
kmger  forbear  to  present  by  him  this  our  hum- 
ble address,  in  testimony  of  our  loyal  affection 
to  your  maiesty,  and  our  humble  aclcnuwled)(- 
ment  of   tne  Lord's   goodness  to  these   your 
dominions,  in    this  comfortable  revolution  of 
afturs,  making  way  for  your  maimty's  re-in- 
itahnent.      It  it  had  been  expedient  in  this 
juncture  of  afflUrs,  your  majesty  might  have 
expected   an   address  from    the   generality    uf 
the  ministers  of  tliia  church,  woo,  we  assure 

Sour  mi^esty,  have  continued,  and  will  continue, 
1  their  loyalty  to  authority,  and  the  malnte- 
nanre  of  your  just  rights,  in  their  tttatioiia,  ac- 
cording to  these  principles  by  which  your  majesty 
left  them  walldng  in  opposition  both  to  enemies 
from  without,  and  disturbers  from  within: 
bat  doubting  that,  such  an  application  Is  not  yet 
seasonable,  we  have  desired  Mr.  Sharp  to  iiifonn 
yoor  majesty  more  fully  of  the  true  state  of 
this  church;  whereby  we  trust  your  innjewty 
will  perceive  our  palnfulness  and  fidelity  in 
these  trying  times,  and  that  the  principles  of 
the  church  of  Scotland  are  such,  and  so  fixed 
for  the  preservation  and  maintenance  of  lawful 
authority,  as  your  maiesty  needs  never  repent 
that  you  have  entered  into  a  covenant  fur  nmiii- 
taining  thereof:  so  tliat  we  nothing  doubt  of 
your  maJesty^s  constant  resolution  to  ]>rotect 
this  church  hi  her  established  privik^geft,  and  arc 
no  len  eonfldent,  (though  we  presume  not  t(» 
meddle  without  our  sphere,)  that  your  mujciity 
will  not  only  hearken  to  the  humble  advires  of 
those  who  are  concerned,  but  wiU  al!M»,  of  your 
own  roval  Inclination,  appear  to  settle  the  house 
of  Goo,  according  to  bis  word,  in  nil  your 
domlnktis.  Now  the  Lord  himself  bleNs  vour 
majesty;  let  his  right  hand. settle  and  cstubliKh 
you  opon  the  throne  of  your  dominions,  and 
replenish  your  n^mi  heart  with  ail  those  grncva 


short,  it  dilTers  not  far  from  Mr.  Guthrie's 
address,  for  which  he  was  seized  August 
23d,  as  we  shall  hear.  With  this  letter 
they  send  instructions  to  Mr.  Sharp,  which 
I  likewise  have  annexed.* 


and  endowments  necessary  for  repairing  the 
breaches  of  these  so  long  distracted  kingdoms ; 
tiiut  religion  and  righteousness  may  flourisdi  in 
your  reign,  the  present  generation  may  hiess 
God  for  the  mercies  received  by  you,  and  the 
generations  to  come  may  reap  the  fruits  of  your 
royal  pains.     So  pray, 

Sia, 

Your  Mi\]eBt}''s  faithful  Subjects, 
and  humble  Servants, 

Ma.  RoncRT  DorcLAs, 

David  Dickson, 
Mr.  Jamks  Hamilton, 
Mr.  John  Smith, 

George  Hl'tchisoit. 


Directed, 

For  the  King's 

Majesty. 


*  Instructions  for  Mr.  James  Sharp,  in  refe- 
rence to  the  king,  May  f)th  : 

1.  You  shall  mlly  inform  the  king  of  the  con- 
stant fidelity  of  the  body  of  the  ministry  of 
Scotland,  to  him ;  and  that  (however  some 
endeavours  were  of  necemity  tiNed,  to  prevent 
prejudices  to  the  government  of  the  kirk,  ^'et) 
conscience  hath  been  mode,  of  not  complying 
ivith  any  that  ha\'e  been  in  power,  nor  seeking 
or  receiving  any  lienefit  from  them,  notwith- 
standing many  hazards  to  which  they  were 
daily  exposed  by  reason  of  their  fidelity,  many 
temptations  from  these  wlio  would  gladly  have 
conciliate  their  favour,  and  many  trials  and 
temptations  from  those  among  ourselves,  who, 
to  drive  their  own  designs,  did  tjill  off  to  those  In 
power,  and  did  endeavour  to  irritate  them 
against  us,  as  constant  adherers  to  the  king, 
and  enemies  to  tb<*m. 

2.  If  need  be,  you  may  inform  the  king  of 
the  t(*stiniony  to  the  government  of  the  kirk  of 
Scotland,  and  the  constant  adlierers  thereimto, 
extorted  even  from  adversaries ;  in  that,  however 
they  did  own  that  party  in  this  church  who  did 
homologate  their  way,  yet  they  were  forced  to 
acknowledge  that  we  were  the  men  of  sober 
and  rational  principleM,  and  therefore  did  endea- 
vour to  gain  UM,  but  in  vain. 

S.  In  informing  of  our  constant  adherence  to 
the  king,  and  our  dealing  with  God  for  him,  if 
any  occawion  be  offered,  to  dear  our  forbearing 
to  express  his  name  in  our  public  pra^'ern,  you 
may  clear,  that  it  was  only  a  forbonring  to 
express  royal  titles,  lest  thereby  greater  i»reju- 
dice  might  have  ensued,  lioth  to  tlie  work  of  the 
gospel,  luid  to  the  king's  afi'alrs;  Imt  the  thing 
itself  was  constantly  kept  up  by  us,  even  in 
public,  in  so  for  that  it  was  still  chai^i^ed  upon 
us,  that  though  we  forbare  the  nauie,  yet  wo 
did  the  eiiuivalent. 

4.  WliPii  ye  have  occasion  to  sound  the  king's 
inclinations  concerning  religion,  ye  may  inform, 
that  all  honest  men  have  their  eyes  much  upon 
his  majesty's  self,  that  he  will  not  only  be  ready 
to  hearken  to  wlioleitome  counsel^  hut  will  ^V 
hiinnelf  give  emmeiit  pTOo\*  o^  V^Xh'Wvtx^V.vvisNvX 
in  the  school  A  uflV\c\um  1«  V  «\u  <iuv\u«iA  ^^x^ 
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1  shall  scarce  break  the  thread  of  this  )  pairing  to  the  king,  and  that  he  will  hare 


account,  by  taking  notice  that,  May  8th,  Mr. 
Douglas  answers  a  letter  dated  April  — ,  from 
the  governor  of  Ulster,  wherein  is  signified 
the  governor's  joy  to  hear  of  the  unanunity 
in  Scotland  on  covenant  principles ;  that  he 
hopes  the  prevailing  party  in  Ireland  will 
carry  on  their  work  of  reformation ;  that  the 
army  is  right,  as  appears  by  their  declaration 
enclosed ;  that  they  are  in  great  fears,  some 


opportunity  to  give  an  account  of  the  tnie 
state  of  af&irs  during  the  late  revolutimis. 
They  beg  he  may  lay  out  himself  for  the 
good  of  the  church,  that  she  may  enjoy  all 
her  liberties  established  by  law.  That  he 
knows  the  constant  adherence  of  the  body 
of  ministers  to  the  king  during  the  late 
revolutions,  and  how  cordial  they  have  been 
in  the  late  change ;  that  he  knows  likewise 


about  the  king  may  persuade  him  to  come  '  how  much  the  people  adhere  to  the  establish- 


in  othenvise  than  upon  the  call  of  his  people 
in  parliament  upon  a  covenant  accoimt.  To 
this  Mr.  Douglas,  in  return,  acquaints  the 
governor  how  refreshing  his  was;  regrets 
so  few  mind  the  main  business  of  reforma- 
tion; hopes  that  God  will  appear  for  his 
own  interests,  and  is  persuaded  that  if  the 
parliament  mind  the  business  of  religion  the 
king  will  accord  to  their  proposals. 

As  soon  as  the  ministers  of  Edinburgh 
were  acquainted  with  the  carl  of  Bothcs* 
going  over  to  Breda,  May  10th,  Mr.  Doug- 
las and  Mr.  Hutchison  write  a  letter  to  him, 
signifying,  they  are  glad  his  lordship  is  re- 


moter of  reformation,  as  another  Jusiah ;  and 
partlcalarly,  you  may  inform,  that  as  we  doubt 
nothing  of  his  constancy  hi  adhering  to  what  he 
is  cnfi;a|(ed  anto  by  covenant,  as  to  us;  so,  wliat- 
ever  mutlves  he  may  have  to  take  another  course 
In  England,  either  to  Incline  to  an  episcopacy, 
or  to  give  a  latitude  to  variety  of  ways  (wherein, 
beside  our  judgment  of  the  things  themselves, 
and  the  eonsideration  of  the  klii^  s  engagement, 
we  cannot  but  foresee  many  inconveniences; 
and,  fur  your  further  instruction  in  this  par- 
ticular, we  rpfer  you  to  the  letter  of  April  Stith, 
and  a  pnpcr  of  March  27th,)  yet  there  Is  no  show 
even  of  conveniency  or  advantage,  to  alter  any 
thine  of  the  settled  ffovemment  of  the  kirk  of 
Si-otland,  wherein  lul  the  people  are  generally 
principled,  and  do  acquiesce. 

You  may  also  inform  how  necessary  It  is, 
that  the  king,  in  dealing  with  this  Idnedom,  do 
give  an  equal  conntenanee  to  all  wno  have 
adhered  to  him,  in  these  late  nn'olutions ;  and 
that  care  be  taken,  that  no  factions  made  bv  any, 
upon  any  thing,  be  allowed  to  the  prejudice  of 
others  no  less  faithfnL  You  know,  that,  among 
the  klng^s  real  friends,  some  have  taken  more 
liberty  to  miike  the  b<wt  they  could  of  the  late 
times,  who  now  seem  to  set  themselves  among 
those  who  would  be  greatest  courtiers ;  and  we 
have  nothing  to  siiy  ngainst  any  particular 
favour  tlie  king  may  pleaNe  to  put  upon  them ; 
yet,  if  those,  aiid  others  with  toem,  should  be 
only  countenanced,  and  others  under  a  cloud 
who  have  made  conscience  to  abstain  fiom  the 
least  shadow  of  oomiilianee,  it  cannot  but  sadden 
boaeU  oten  aiuch,  give  occasion  to  real  compliers 
(ff  ifitmli  ormr  tbmn,  and  exceedingly  prqndge 


ment  of  the  church,  so  that  there  is  no  pie- 
text  for  an  indulgence  to  such  as  shall  recede 
from  it,  but  many  inconveniences  would 
ensue  upon  the  granting  it.  Those  things 
they  beg  his  lordship  may  lay  before  the 
king,  that  he  may  not  hearken  to  any  advice 
to  their  prejudice,  though  they  hope  there  is 
none  such.  Likewise  they  send  over  a 
letter  w^ith  the  earl  to  the  king,  the  porpert 
of  which  is  to  congratulate  his  majtBty,  and 
to  express  their  thoughts  of  the  gracHMs 
message  he  had  sent  to  the  parliament  6f 
England,  as  the  reader  will  aee  from  (he 
letter  itself.  * 


the  king's  nffinirs,  who,  we  trust,  will  Md  to 
his  old  priucJple,  that  he  canus  not  to  be  a  had 
to  a  faction,  but  a  king  to  all. 

As  for  those  among  us,  with  whom  yoakiMw 
we  have  had  so  much  vexation,  yom  naay  InfonB, 
if  you  find  cause,  tiiat  we  really  wish  n*  'wil  to 
their  persons,  nor  ahail,  fin*  our  put»  stumlAe,  If 
the  king  exercise  his  moderation  towaitf 
yet  we  apprehend  their  prinei^et  to  ha 
(eMi>e(^ial1y  their  leaders)  as  their  having  flay 
luind  in  affairs  cannot  but  breed  oaaCtaMU 
distempers  and  disorders* 

When  you  have  occasion  to  speak  eoDceniiiii|( 
the  settling  of  religion  in  England,  you  way 
further  remember  to  inform  the  kiag  how  BMBf 


Presbyterians  are  in  England  who 
to  him,  who  cannot  acknowledge 
be  of  God*s  institution,  and  cannot  tat  cxpeai 
hard  things  if  that  yoke  be  imposed  vpon  thaa: 
also  you  may  inform  of  what  stamp  divert  ef 
the  later  episcopal  divines  are^  who  not  only 
run  that  length  in  affecting  episcopacy,  sa  ft 
acknowledge  the  patriarcbales  of  Koait  In  the 
western  churcli,  but,  in  pcMnt  of  doctriiMv  haw 
published  many  strange  tenets,  ooutmry  ts  tite 
doctrine  of  the  reformed  churches,  and  of  dM 
church  of  England,  and  orthodox  biabofi  la 
former  times.  The  settliug  of  the  interett  sad 
way  of  men  of  such  prjudplai^  woudd  gh* 
sober  and  orthodox  men  causa  to  Aar  tbt 
overturning  of  all  religion.  Yoo  Maaj  aha 
inform  what  errors,  Armlnianlsm,  poperyv  tet 
were  hatched  under  episcojMoy,  in  the  hutm 
times  thereof. 

*  Letter  to  the  King's  Migesty,  fWim  31aaBa< 
^  lUhert  I>u>:m,\as>  Dvild  Ulckaon,  and  Ocorfc 


INTRODUCTIOK. 


25 


That  same  day,  May  10th,  Messrs.  Doug- , 
lus  and  Uutchison  write  to  the  carls  ofi 
Crawford  and  Lauderdale  at  London,  and 
signify  how  satisfymg  it  is  to  them  to  under- 
stand that  their  lordships  endeavour  to  keep 
an  entire  union  and  good  understanding 
among  us  in  this  kingdom.  They  recom- 
mend the  earl  of  Selkirk  as  very  much  for 
this.  They  add, ''  tlicrc  is  another  particular 
we  are  necessitate  to  trouble  your  lordiihips 
about,  concerning  the  worship  of  God  in 
the  king's  family,  when  it  shall  please  the 
Lord  to  bring  him  to  England.    We  arc 


llutchUon,  Edinburgh,  May  lOtli,  1()(K),  with 
the  carl  of  Rotbeiu 

May  it  please  your  Mi^esty, 

liHiile  your  ni^]estj*ii  faithful  aabjecta  in  this 
kingdom  were  waiting;  upon  the  ixird  for  u 
coimortable  account  of  the  lati*  promiMini;  revolu- 
tion of  affairs,  it  pleaseil  him,  who  rvniembereth 
his  people  in  their  low  eiitati*,  to  relri»li  their 
■pints,  which  have  eolonj;  groaned  under  so 
much  bondage,  with  the  newti  of  your  majesty's 
gracious  menage  to  your  houiie«  of  parliament 
of  England,  and    their   pnH'oediiig  thereupon 
towanlthe  instalment  of  your  m^e^ty  in  your 
just  right.     Upon  the  first  hearing  thereof,  such 
of  your  majesty's  faithful  subjects,  ministers  in 
this  city,  aa  liad  occadon  at  any  time  to  be  near 
your  royal  pcnon,  did  hold  it  their  duty  to  make 
their  humble  address,  which  they  desired  Mr. 
Sliarp  to  present  to  your  majesty :  and  now  the 
carl  of  Rothes  baring  made  us  acquainted  with 
his  purpose  to  come  and  wait  upon  your  majesty, 
we  hairo  taken  the  opportunity  agani  to  express 
our  humble  and  sincere  affection  to  your  majesty, 
and  our  hearty  rejoicing  in  tlie  Lord,  who  hntli 
filled  our  mouths  with  laughter,  because  of  this 
chaace  of  bb  right  hand,     'lliis  noble  lord  (a 
tme  loTer  of  your  majesty,  and  his  country,  and 
the  true  Interests    thereof)  can    inform    your 
ni^ty  with  many  of  our  alHictioiis  of  spirit 
under  our  bondage,  and  how  ofti'n  our  i^riefs 
have  doubled  upon    us,  while  wc  ItN»ked   fur 
peare^  and   behold,  trouble,  and   while  many 
endeavours  to  put  a  period  to  our  miseries  have 
been  Uaated,  and  contributed  only  to  the  aug- 
wen  ting  thereof:  but  now  we  are  like  men  that 
dream,  while  we  consider  how  eminently  the 
Lord  himself  hath  appeared  in  turning  again 
our  cnpliTity.     Hereby  we  are  encouraged  to 
trust  oar  faithful  God  in  all  exigents,   who, 
alW  so  many  years*  socoess,  hath  foi filled  what 
ha  hath  reooraed  in  his  word  against  »ppressors 
and  uaorpers ;  and  we  cannot  but  look  ujion  his 
doing  all  these  great  things  for  your  majesty, 
and  your  kingdoms,  as  a  token  for  good,  and 
pledge  of  much  further  kindness  to  be  mani- 
t'ested.     We  may  assert  It  to  your  nu^esty,  that 
aa  the  Lord  hath  kept  our  hearts  from  fainting 
during  our  long  captiyity,  and  maile  us  confi- 
dently expect  a  reirolution,  and  overturning  of 
all  iae  desigiia  of  bloody  men ;  so  no  snisJl  itjirt 
of  onr  rtfnahment  did  flow  from  our  hopes, 
that  your  nu\}e«ty,  being  restored  to  your  king- 
doBssr  af^  that  God  hath  for  a  long  time 


sensible  how  he  hath  been  necessitate  to 
make  use  of  tlie  Service-book  abroad,  which 
if  it  should  be  set  up  at  his  return,  your 
lordships  know  what  may  be  the  conse- 
quences. We  judge  it  will  trouble  many  of 
tliis  kingdom,  who  will  account  it  cheir  duty 
to  be  about  his  majesty,  and  yet  arc  engaged 
against  that  way  of  worship :  it  will  give  a 
great  dash  to  the  hopes  of  many  in  that 
kingdom  whose  judgments  are  against  it, 
and  yield  ad\'antage  to  many  who  malign 
this  happy  change ;  and  probably  upon  that 
practice  it  may  be  again  generally  set  up  in 


trained  you  in  the  school  of  afiiiction,  shall  i;ive 
singuliir  proofs  of  your  proficiency  therein. 
Your  faithful  subjects  do  exiiect,  that  the  Lord's 
so  wonderful  pn>serving  and  resturiiig  of  ytiur 
majesty,  will  produce  no  ordinary  etiects ;  but 
as  the  case  is  singular,  mi  the  (*tinse<|uences 
then^tf  nIioII  be  proportionably  couifurtaiile. 
And  in  all  the  hnziinlM  to  which  religion  may 
be  exposed,  their  eyes  are  fixed  upon  your 
iniijeifty  u»  the  man  of  God's  right  hand,  who 
will  not  only  give  your  royal  assent  to  what 
yoiur  subjects  shall  humbly  proiNise,  in  order  to 
the  wcuritv  and  settlement  tfiereof,  but  will, 
by  your  majesty*8  own  example,  and  by  improv- 
ing' the  royal  (Ntwer,  make  it  appear  unto  the 
world  that  it  is  in  your  heart  to  order  the  house 
of  God  ai'-cording  to  his  worfl,  who  hath  been 

K leased  to  respect  your  mnjesty  and  your  royal 
ouse;  so  that  your  subjects  may  be  excited  to 
their  duty,  and  encouraged  to  walk  after  such  a 
pattern.  Y<mr  majesty's  constant  adherence  to 
the  protestant  reli;;ion  amid»t  so  many  temuta- 
tions,  and  the  moderntion  of  your  royal  spirit, 
ex]>reM.se<l  in  your  late  gracious  uiessage,  are 
pledges  of  our  lioi>e  that  relifiion  shall  flourish 
in  vour  majesty's  rfi|>ni  and  that  all  gtNKi  »»en 
shall  reap  the  fruit  of  those  many  desire.H  and 
prayers  put  up  to  God  in  l>ehulf  of  your  majesty 
and  your  royal  family ;  and,  iu  iwrticular,  this 
church  do  nothing  doubt  of  your  majesty's  r«>yal 
protection  and  countenance  to  the  religiou 
therein  established,  wherein  it  hath  pleased  the 
Lord  so  to  confirm  and  establish  all  ranks  of 
persons,  notwithstanding  all  the  delusions  of  the 
time,  that  (In'side  the  justice  of  the  thing  itself) 
there  will  be  no  hazard  to  any  inten-st  to  pn>- 
serve  all  the  privileges  thereof  Inviolable.  We 
have  briefly  laid  open  these  thoughts  of  our 
heart,  which  our  sincere  desire  of  your  migesty's 
happiucM  and  prospitrity  doth  suggest  uuto  its; 
and  we  trust  the  I^ird  will  give  your  uifgesty 
understanding  in  all  things,  and  instruct  yoa 
to  judge  and  est(H>m  of  counsels,  according  as 
they  shall  be  found  consonant  to  the  will  of  him 
who  is  the  supreme  Lawgi\'er.  To  his  rich 
grace  and  wLne  direction  y«>ur  majesty  is  recom- 
mendiHl  by, 

SlH, 

Your  Miijesty's  humble  and  fidthful 

Subjects  and  Servants, 


Directed, 

For  the  King's 

Majesty. 


Ma.     UOBIRT  Dot'OLAS, 

Vjvjoa.Gv.  YV\rt\:\^w>'l^• 


2(3 

thut  kingdom,  and  so  may  prejudge  all 
future  settlement  of  religion.  In  this  exi- 
gent, we  could  find  out  no  better  expedient 
than  to  recommend  this  particular  to  your 
lordships*  wisdom  and  prudence,  that  if  you 
think  fit,  by  dealing  with  his  majesty  him- 
self, with  fit  persons  in  botfi  houses,  and 
with  honest  ministers,  this  may  be  prevented, 
and  some  appointed  to  attend  his  majesty, 
for  peHbrming  family  worship  till  there  be 
a  settlement.  And  it  is  our  humble  opinion, 
that  (abstracting  from  our  judgment  of  the 
thing  itself)  his  majesty's  forbearance,  till 
there  be  a  settlement,  is  the  most  safe 
course.  Since  the  episcopal  divines  them- 
selves have  many  of  them  forborne  it  in 
England  these  years  bypast,  we  can  see  no 
prejudice  following  upon  his  majesty's  keefv 
ing  his  way  which  he  observed  in  Scotland, 
till  there  be  some  establishment  in  matters 
of  religion  to  a  more  general  satisfaction. 
We  shall  no  further  trouble  your  lordships 
at  this  time,  but  to  request  that  whate\'er 
his  majesty  hath  been  pleased  to  declare 
concerning  England,  yet  care  may  be  had, 
that  no  liberty  may  be  granted  in  this  church 
to  overturn  the  established  religion,  wherein 
there  is  so  general  and  harmonious  agree- 
ment among  us."  The  same  persons,  that 
same  day,  write  to  Mr.  Sharp,  8ignif}'ing» 
**  that  beside  the  former  instructions  they 
sent  him  by  way  of  London,  he  may  re- 
member the  great  inconvenience  that  will 
ensue  upon  the  king's  using  the  Service- 
book  when  he  returns,  and  use  all  fit  means 
to  prevent  it ;  and  mind  to  inform  the  king, 
that  no  such  concession  is  necessary  to 
Scotland,  as  he  hath  given  in  his  declaration 
as  to  England." 

May  12th,  The  above  written  ministers 
of  Edinbivgh,  write  a  letter  to  Messrs.  Ca- 
lomy.  Ash,  and  Manton,  which,  because  of 
its  importance,  is  referred  to  firequcntly  af^- 
wardy  and  added  (below).  * 


*  Letter  to  Meswrs.  Calamy,  Ashland  Manfon, 

from  Messni.  David  Dio.kson,  Robert  DoiichiH, 

Jame«    Hamilton,  John    Smith,   and    Georgo 

Ilutrhison,  Edinburgh,  May  12th,  IGfiO. 

KIght  reverend  and  dear  brethren, 

As  we  often  had    ocraslon    of  eomfortaUe 

earrewpontleaee  with  our  bretluvn  In  England, 

mad  nader  our  late  dintresses  have  sevtfal  timet 
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May  *2d,  Mr.  Douglas  writes  to  Mr. 
Hohert  Alison  of  Newcastle,  member  of 
parliament,  in  return  to  one  he  had  receiTad 
from  him,  in  which  he  appears  to  have 
pressed  Mr.  Douglaa  to  undertake  a  Lon- 
don journey  at  this  juncture.  After  Mr. 
Douglas  hath  expressed  his  salasfacdon  with 
this  great  tum  of  affiiirs,  and  showed  how 
solicitous  all  honest  men  are  lor  the  setdc- 
ment  of  the  church  of  England ;  he  adds, 
^  these  worthy  men  who  revived  the  league 
and  covenant,  gave  great  encouragement  to 
all  Im'crs  of  religion,  and  of  lawful  authority. 
I  am  not  without  hopes  there  are  many 
worthy  patriots  with  you,  who  may  be  able 
to  persuade  the  parliament  of  the  inexpe* 
dicncy,  to  say  no  more,  of  returning  to 
prelacy  and  the  6crvice4)ook.  I  apprehead 
that  indeed  you  do  rightly  take  up  the  case, 
that  if  yourselves  do  accord  to  a  settlement 
of  presbytery,  and  the  directory^  the  king 
will  willingly  grant  it.  I  trust,  the  Lord 
who  hath  done  so  great  things  ibr  us^  and 
particularly  England,  in  this  revolution,  will 
not  so  fiir  leave  them,  as  they  shaQ  ibiget 
the  covenant,  and  what  in  pursuance  thonof 
hath  been  done  by  the  assembly  and  pariia- 
ment,  and  neglect  such  an  opportooity, 
whereof  they  never  had  the  like ;  and  it  is 
to  be  doubted  if  ever  the  like  return.  I  am 
unclear  as  to  the  expediency  of  my  coming 
up  at  this  time.  I  have  frequently  apdben 
and  vmtten  to  the  lord  general,  and  doubt 
not  of  his  willingness  to  concur  iidth  honest 
men,  and  have  written  lately  to  the  min* 
bters  of  London,  and  you  have  Mr.  Sharp 
with  you  at  London  ready  to  join.  Much 
vrill  lie  in  the  parliament's  own  inclinations, 
and  they  have  the  prayers  of  all  honest  men, 
that  they  may  be  directed  to  settle  that 
government,  wliich  we  by  experience  have 
found  the  most  effectual  mean  for  lestraiB- 
ing  error  and  suppressing  profanity.  And  I 
judge  the  actirity  of  honest  men  should  be 


given  you  an  account  of  our  casR*  and  hare  been 
refreaned  with  your  tender  reapecU  toward  lu, 
■o  we  held  it  our  duty  to  pour  out  our  bent* 
unto  you,  upon  occasion  of  thin  aignal  revolutioii 
of  affairs,  wherein  the  I.ord*»  hand  hath  ao  emi- 
nently appeared,  that  our  mouths  are  filled  with 
laughter,  and  our  tongues  with  aiqfiiif.  We 
I  are  Vndeed  aa  i&kiv  wUi»  Ocntcca,  when  we  mn- 
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to  deal  with  oeiuben,  and  if  need 
lU  write  pgein  to  the  genenl,  if  Mr. 
ImU  advise  it." 
Douglaa  writee  the  aame  day.  May 

Mr,  Sharp,  vgnifying  whs^  they 

Be  since  his  diq>artiirc^  contained  in 

Mne  letters  sent  with  thr  earl  of 

He  doubts  not  but  Mr.  Sharp 

anaged  his  being  with  his  majesty 

interests  of  Christ;  and  wishes  he 
helpfiil  to  the  ministers  of  London, 

caution  and  wariness,  thatyadds  he, 
doii^  for  them  tend  not  to  the  un- 
i  ourselTcs.  We  are  very  hopefol 
I  mi^esty  will  be  mindfiil  of  us,  and 
hiath  to  entertain  suggestions  to  the 
»  of  the  estaUiBhed  doctrine,  wor^ 
,  and   government  of  this 


«- 


IT  tlw  Lord  liith  M  ordered  thla  dlsper»»- 
Mfiv*  OS  hopes  to  eee  our  lawful  iiu«i»- 
■ened  in  hU  Just  rights,  in  wo  harmonious 
nea!ble  a  way.  And  though  we  donht 
■way  will  bow  be  acUve  to  have  nfor- 
9i  religion  at  least  olMtmcted ;  vet  we 
yat  hope,  that  the  I»rd,  who  hatn  done 
I  tUngi  lor  OB,  ia  so  far  from  a  purpose 
4j  VM,  that  bo  is  putting  in  our  Lands  a 
opportunity  of  adynnclng  his  kingdom, 
sare  fitftsd  ftr  such  a  merer,  and  the 
ddon  he  rightly  improved,  iliough  it 
■sed  the  Lord  so  far  to  advance  his  work 
drarefa,  aa  that  aU  the  pririleges  and 
I  thereof  are  established  by  law,  with 
ft  royal  consent,  whercunto  the  people 
urally  aabmltted,  eren  In  our  late  con* 
■ad  though  we  porposs  net  to  streU*h 
a  beyoud  our  line :  yet  our  tender  sym- 
tth  nonest  men  there^  and  eren  nmpect 
jUate  of  this  church  (experience  hariiig 
hflvw  much  influence  the  condition  of 
rttl^  you  had  upon  us)  makes  us  appre- 
ef  the  sad  cooseyiences  of  setting  up 
ejL  and  the  uae  ot  liturgy  again,  under 
cliglon  hath  suffered  so  much,  as  your- 
»  wiU  rememher.  We  hope  the  I.«ord  is 
is  In  your  and  jour  brethren's  hearts  to 
h  yourseWes  at  Uiis  time  for  preventing 
fk^aiid  what  may  have  a  tendency  there- 
■  nay  anoourage  people  to  look  toward 
ftys.  We  may  assure  you,  that  you  have 
rHh  a  moderate  prince,  who  is  ready  to 
.  to  sound  and  wholesome  counsel,  whereof 
large  experience,  in  that  his  majesty  was 
f  content  to  ratify  the  religion  as  it  was 
lad  among  us,  as  to  the  sul^ects,  but  did 
eondescend  to  lay  aside  the  Senrire->bO(>k, 
«rrvd  the  Dfrectnry  of  Worship  In  his 
Ktlee  and  fkmily,  all  the  while  it  pleased 
I  continue  his  majesty  with  us.  You 
«w  the  ailmntage  of  humble  dealing  with 
)  long  trained  in  the  school  of  affliction, 
■SMrred  therein,  and  (we  trust)  fitted 
'  lo  be  an  eminent  Instrument  in  GwVh 
Mtaitf  far  the  mhmucmcat  W  kk  Son's 
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church;  and  if  the  violence  of  some  press 
an  a«teratioo,  we  are  confident  he  will  gra- 
doual^y  rqiresa  that  insolpnce,  and  vouch- 
8a&  us  the  enjoyment  of  the  liberties  and 
privileges  of  this  kirk,  ratified  by  the  laws 
of  this  kingdom,  which  we  have  stood  for 
against  the  opposition  of  those  who  plied 
the  usurping  powers  for  the  overthrow 
thereof  by  the  pUuisible  aigument  of  tlieir 
compliance  with  them  against  monarchy, 
whcreunto  they  affirmed  we  adhered,  as  in- 
deed we  did.  We  hope  his  majesty  will  be 
in  case  to  distinguish  betwixt  these,  who,  for 
their  own  interest,  have  struck  in  with  all 
changes,  and  those  who  were  fixed  in  their 
principles  for  lawful  government.*' 

It  is  high  time  now  to  return  to   Mr. 
Shaq>  at  Breda,  where  Mr.  Douglas,  in  his 


kingdom:  and  therefore  we  trust  hia  nujesty 
will  hcaikan  to  what  hmnUa  advice  God  shall 
put  in  your  hearts  for  him,  that  he  mav  be 
exemplary  In  his  own  practloe^  and  pat  Jorlh 
hb  nifwX  power  for  satlsfactAan  of  honest  men 
in  the  matters  of  religioii.  We  are  far  from 
prescribing  unto  you  our  revetvud  and  dear 
brethren,  or  from  kelng  any  thing  doubtful  of 
your  Ti^lance  and  actnrity  In  this  Juncture  of 
aflUrs;  out  it  flows  only  mm  our  abundanee  of 
allection,  and  tha  cousdenes  of  our  oUlgatiou 
by  covenant,  that  we  have  given  you  the  trouble 
or  these  few  lines.  We  know  how  Incumbent 
it  is  to  us  in  our  stations,  to  forbear  to  intrude 
upon  tha  work  of  others,  and  do  purpose  to 
dt*mean  ourselves  accordingly ;  yet  we  are  most 
confident  that  this  eacpresaion  of  mir  brotherly 
love  will  not  be  unacceptable  unto  you.  Atiil 
we  shall  pray,  that  the  Lord  may  give  you  under- 
standing in  ^  things,  and  may  lead  you  forth 
in  his  nght  band,  to  act  in  your  stations  at  thi^ 
time  for  the  good  of  religion,  and  for  tlie  settling 
of  that  government  in  the  church,  whirh  you 
have  ao  MUdly  asserted  by  writing,  and  which  is 
the  most  aifectual  mean  to  stop  the  riirrrnt  of 
profimlty,  and  damnable  enrors  and  heresfem 
as  we  have  found  by  experience;  for  we  fear 
that  if  thin  opportunity,  which  God  hath  put  in 
our  hands,  be  lost,  it  will  hardly  (if  at  all)  be 
TCoovered.  And  if  the  Lord  be  pleased  to  assist 
you  iu  the  maiuuing  thereof,  it  shall  be  your 
rejoicing  to  havebeeu  instrumental  in  refreshing 
the  spirits  of  honest  men  In  all  the  three  nations, 
and  your  labour  shall  be  acceptable  to  God, 
through  Jesus  Christ,  and  tend  to  the  advantage 
of  the  true  religion  in  the  present  and  Hucceeding 
gen«TatIons.  We  add  no  more,  but  that  we 
heartily  recommend  you  to  the  Lord's  rich  grare, 
and  an 


Directed 

To  the  light  Rcvnrend 
Ms.  £l)MUNl>  CALAm-, 
Ms.  SixKoy  Amh,  s^d 
Ms.  TSoMAi  Manton. 
Bflnntnn  of  the  0«e|ta 
sllionaon.  • 


Your  very  loving  Brethren, 

David  l>irfc'-iiv, 
ICa.  KossKr  DutfuuAN 
Mb.  Jamm  Hamilton, 

VyMSA«\VTKIRMiCS 


( 
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Account  of  the  Intnxluctioo  of  Rrdacy»  is 
of  opinion  he  was  corrupted.  Perhaps  the 
reader  may  be  pleased  to  hare  what  Mr. 
Dougks  says  there,  in  his  own  words,  and 
they  are  as  follow :  **  1  profess,  I  did  not 
suspect  Mr.  Sharp,  in  reference  to  prelacy, 
more  than  I  did  myself,  no  more  than  the 
apostles  did  Judas  before  his  treachery  was 
discovered :  I  did  not  suspect  him  £or  that, 
more  than  I  did  suspect  him  for  taking  the 
tender,  afler  he  came  out  of  the  Tower  so 
long  before  us.  But  since  I  find  that  has 
been  his  truckling ;  and  when  he  went  over 
to  Holland,  he  had  a  letter  from  a  prime 
nobleman  to  the  king,  signifying  that  he 
was  episcopal  in  his  judgment.  This  was 
revealed  to  me  afler  he  was  made  a  bishop. 
The  first  thing  that  gave  me  a  dislike  at  him 
was,  when  he  was  in  Holland  he  wrote  to 
me  in  commendation  of  Hyde,  an  enemy  to 
our  nation  and  prcsbyterial  government.  I 
durst  not  as  yet  believe  myself  in  this, 
htfving  no  more  save  his  commendation  of 
Hyde :  but  it  appeared  afterwards,  that  in 
Holland  he  was  a  great  enemy  to  the  pres- 
byterian  interest;  and  when  we  wrote  a 
favourable  letter  for  the  earl  of  Rothes,  and 
with  him  a  letter  to  the  king,  he  dissuaded 
the  earl  from  delivering  the  letter.  When 
at  London,  he  was  enraged  that  we  had 
written  to  the  ministers  of  London.  He 
dealt  also  treacherously  with  the  brethren 
who  came  fi^m  Ireland,  in  dissuading  their 
addresses  to  the  king.  When  he  came  to 
Scotland,  he  dealt  earnestly  against  all  ad- 
dresses made  to  the  parliament  against  pre- 
lacy. He  dealt  treacherously  with  the  king, 
making  him  believe  that  there  were  no  con- 
siderable persons  against  prelacy;  but  would 
have  persuaded  the  king  that  all  our  lives 
were  in  his  hand,  and  he  might  do  what  he 
pleased ;  and  the  man  never  rested  till  he 
was  brought  himself  to  a  chair."  This  jSas- 
sage  I  thought  proper  here  to  insert  from 
Mr.  Douglas*  own  original  copy  now  before 
me,  both  to  show  the  h^i)ocrisy,  in  what  of 
Mr.  Sharp's  actings  we  have  seen,  if  his 
treacherous  design  was  a  forming  all  this 
while,  as  we  may  suspect  from  his  taking 
the  tender ;  and  to  evince  it  fully,  as  weil 
as  lay  open  some  springs  of  what  he  says 
Mud  does  in  the  following  letters. 


Bfr.  Sharp's  only  letter  £pom  Breda  to 
Mr.  Douglas,  in  this  collection,  is  dated 
May  1  Itfa,  where,  after  he  hath  given  him  ai 
account  of  his  voyage,  and  that  on  the  M, 
at  night  he  got  to  Breda,  where  he  was  led 
to  the  eourt  by  Alexander  Brace,  when)  the 
marquis  of  Ormond  introduced  him  to  the 
king,  to  whom  he  delivered  his  letters, 
and  next  morning  at  nine,  had  an  hour 
and  an  half  with  the  king  alone  in  his 
bedchamber.  In  the  evening  the 
took  him  to  walk  in  the  garden 
an  hour.  He  adds,  **  he  found  the  king^s 
memory  perfectly  fresh  as  to  all  things  in 
Scotland ;  that  he  asked  by  name,  how  it 
was  \(ith  Mr.  Douglas,  Mr.  Dickson,  Bir. 
Hamilton,  Mr.  Hutchison,  and  Mr,  Wood; 
and  having  asked  how  Mr.  Smith  was,  he 
said  laughing.  Is  his  broadsword  to  the 
fore  ?  *  I  answered,  I  knew  it  was  taken 
from  him  when  he  was  made  a  prisoner,  but 
his  majesty  might  be  persuaded  Mr.  Suath 
would  be  provided  of  one  when  his  service 
required  it.  The  king  said,  he  was  sure  ef 
that,  and  of  the  affections  of  ail  honeit 
men,  to  whom  he  bid  me  remember  bin* 
He  further  asked  how  Mr.  Bailie  was,  and 
said,  he  heard  Mr.  Law,  and  Mr.  Knox  of 
Kelso,  was  dead,  adding,  that  both  he  and 
the  kingdom  had  a  loss  by  their  removaL 
The  king,  adds  Mr.  Sharp,  surpasaeth  all 
ever  I  heard  or  expected  of  him.  I  gave 
him  an  account  of  my  management  at  Lon- 
don, and  congratulate  his  majesty  in  your 
name,  which  he  took  very  kindly.  The 
states  are  to  congratulate  him,  and  it  is 
happy  he  is  acknowledged  by  so  great  a  pro- 
testant  state :  he  is  little  obliged  to  Fiance 
and  Spain.*' 

May  26th,  Mr.  Sharp  writes  firom  Lon- 
don  to  Mr.  Douglas,  that  he  is  returned 
to  that  place  that  day;  that  he  came  in  one 
of  the  king's  frigates  with  the  London  min- 
isters :  he  gives  the  particulars  of  the  king's 
landing,  general  Monk's  mcetii^g  him  at 
Dover,  and  the  parliament's  congratulatory 
letter,  and  their  desire  he  may  come  to  the 
city  by  water.  He  adds, '» I  find  the  sober 
presbyterian  party  have  no  reser\-e  but  in 
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jest/s  demency,  of  which  they  have 
ise  to  doubt;  that  he  received  all 
etten  since  the  3d,  at  London,  and 
take  the  first  opportunity  to  present 
tter  to  the  lung;  had  it  come  to  him 
Jand,  he  would  have  presented  it 
vhere  he  had  opportunities  to  have 
to  the  fiill  as  to  the  matter  of  it.  I 
D  king  very  affectionate  to  Scotland, 
K>lved  not  to  wrong  the  settled  gov- 
t  of  oar  church.  For  settling  re^ 
lere,  I  apprehend  they  arc  mistaken 
»  about  to  settle  the  prcsbyterian 
nent.** 
[)oiiglas,  by  his  letter  May  29th,  ac- 

Mr.  Sharp,  that  many  of  all  sorts 
Migmg  to  London.  *  I  trust,  adds 
king  will  not  fall  upon  Scots  affuirs, 
nit  them  to  the  ordinary  way  agrcc- 

the  laws  of  the  land.  I  suspect 
may  be  given  to  do  that  which  may 
Ey  many,  for  there  are  many  who 
eir  own  private  good ;  but  I  am  not 
bis  majesty  will  give  way  to  what 
prejodicial  to  the  nation.  Cassils, 
r.  James  Dalrymplc  of  Stair,  are 

up;    the    first  is  be^'ond  all   ex- 
Tbe  protest^iB  think  to  obtain 
nt  by  their  means,  but  I  believe  the 
ill  not  meddle  with  that  which  con- 
he  kirk's  interest,  but  refer  all  to  a 

assembly,  which  he  must  call  for 
away  those  differences.  You  know 
hlic  resolutions  are  for  the  lung's 
,  and  we  have  nothing  standing  as  a 
ny  of  our  loyalty  to  magistracy,  but 
ictings  by  the  commission  of  the 
d  general  assembly  in  defence  of  our 
nagistrate,  against  the  attempts  made 
he  government.  Those  have  been 
and  of  our  sufferings  from  the  day 
majesty's  departure  to  that  of  his 

Before  his  majesty  do  any  thing 

I  let  us  have  a  favoiunble  hearing. 

tend  nothing  against  men's  persons, 

B  desire  our  proceedings  may  be  seen 

world,  and  that  our  intcgrit}'  and 

to  lawful  magistracy  may  appear. 

be  grievous  to  all  honest  men  here, 
and  miss  this  occasion  of  settling  re- 
and  government.  ^V^latcve^  may  be 
led  ior  us,  uad  the  securing  of  our 
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government,  it  cannot  be  thought  but  Eng- 
land's condition  in  ecclesiastic  matters  voll 
have  a  great  influence  upon  this  nation,  at 
least,  the  troublii^  our  peace.  We  have 
great  hopes  his  majesty  wDl  grant  in  matters 
of  religion  what  his  parliament  desires.  The 
strain  of  too  many  protesters  in  their  preach- 
ings is,  that  we  are  m  hazard  of  episcopacy 
and  a  Service-book,  and  press  private  meet- 
ings as  necessary  to  uphold  the  power  of 
godliness.  It  is  looked  on  strangely  here 
that  there  is  never  so  much  as  an  advertise- 
ment from  our  brethren  in  England,  con- 
cerning the  estate  of  their  kirk,  or  any 
desire  to  us  to  deal  for  the  good  of  it ;  not 
that  we  have  thoughts  to  go  without  our 
own  line  to  meddle  with  the  aflfuirs  of 
another  kirk,  though  we  might  plead  some 
more  interest  in  them  than  any  other  by 
virtue  of  our  solemn  league  and  covenant. 
If  they  prudently  foresee  our  doing  any 
thing  in  their  business  might  relish  ill,  and 
resolve  to  do  for  themselves :  if  the  Lord 
shall  keep  them  from  the  Service-book,  and 
prelacy,  and  settle  religion  among  them  ac- 
cording to  the  solemn  league  and  covenant, 
we  have  all  we  desire,  and  shall  look  on  it 
as  a  gracious  return  to  our  prayers  on  their 
behalf." 

May  29th,  Mr.  Sharp  writes  to  Mr 
Douglas,  and  gives  him  a  large  account  of 
his  going  to  Breda.  He  says,  **  general 
Monk's  design  in  my  going  was,  that  I 
might  give  his  majesty  an  account  of  all  the 
passages  of  his  undertaking,  from  his  com- 
ing from  Scotland  to  the  parliament's  own- 
ing the  king;  that  I  might  acquaint  him 
how  necessary  it  was  to  follow  moderation 
in  his  af^er-management ;  and  to  move  the 
kuig  to  write  to  some  of  the  city  ministers, 
by  them  to  be  communicate  to  all  prcsby- 
terians,  intimating  his  majesty's  design  to 
suppress  profanity  and  countenance  religion 
in  its  power.  I  insisted  on  several  tilings 
in  yoiu^  to  me,  and  was  the  first  minister  of 
the  three  kingdoms  who  avowedly  addressed 
the  king.  I  made  my  address  in  name  of 
the  ministry  of  the  church  of  Scotland.  I 
was  most  kindly  entertained,  and  the  king 

i  hath  a  great  affection  for  our  country  and 
kirk.     After  I  had  bceii  s^\iiT;s^  Vvkv^  n4\\Vv 

I  his  majesty,  and  Yic  tvaxiCwv^  «l  \j\ss<vi>^>a 
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time  to  iiie  to  wait  on  him  for  hit  despau-hct   in  brought  in  but  upon  the 


to  England,  and  letter  to  the  city  miniitera, 
1  began  to  spcok  about  Scotland,  when  he 
told  me^  he  would  resenre  a  full  communing 
about  that  till  his  coming  to  England,     i 
(bund  his  majesty  most  willing  to  restore 
our  kingdom  to  its  ancient  privileges,  and 
preserve  the  settled   government   of  our 
church,  in  both  which,  I  was  bold  expressly 
to  iDove^  and  had  a  very  gracious  satisfying 
answer.    The  English  mimsters  were  much 
satisfied  with  the  king*8  recdving  of  them. 
I  kejit  nmch  company  with  the  ministers 
that  came  over,  and  returned  to  England 
with  them ;  and  by  conversation  I  can  make 
a  probable  conjecture  of  the  tendency  of 
matters  as  to  religion  in  England.     I  have 
much  to  say  on  this  head,  which  I  cannot 
write  at  present ;  I  shall  only  say  this,  that 
for  me  to  press  uniformity  for  discipline  and 
government  upon  the  king  and  others,  I 
find  would  be  a  most  disgustful  employment, 
and  successless :  for  though  the  king  could 
be  induced  to  be  for  it,  it  were  not  in  his 
power  to  effectuate  it,  the  two  houses  of 
parliament,  and  body  of  this  nation,  being 
against  it ;  and  if  I  may  speak  what  I  know, 
and  can  demonstrate  to  }'ou,  'tis  already 
past  remedying.    I  know  very  few  or  none 
who  desire  it,  much  less  appear    for   it. 
And  whoever  do  report  to  you,  or  believe 
that  there  is  a  considerable  party  in  Eng- 
land, who  have  a  mind  for  a  covennnt-uni- 
fonnity,  they  are  niintoken ;  and  as  you  say 
in  yours.  May  8th,  if  they  will  not  press, 
we  are  free.     I  see  no  obligation  by  cove- 
nant to  impose  that  upon  than  which  they 
care  not  for.    If  you  knew  what  I  know,  I 
am  persuaded  you  \vould  not  be  vcr}'  urgent 
upon  that  point.     For  my  |)art,  I  shall  have 
no  occasion  to  what  may  cross  that  uni- 
formity, but  I  have  no  freedom  to  an  em- 
ployment which  can  have  no  other  eflect 
but  the  heightening  an  odium  upon  our 
chiu'cb,  which  is  obnoxious  already  to  many 
upon  such  an  account,  though  I  know  cause- 
lessly.    I  have  heard  of  your  letter  to  Mr. 
Ash,  who  only  has  seen  it,  and  Mr.  Calarny 
and  Manton.    The  rumour  goes  in  the  city, 
I  know  not  if  occasion  be  taken  by  that 
letter^  that  the  ministers  of  Scotland  have 


oCthe 
covenant.  I  am  afraid  that  auch  rwmin 
ara  at  this  time  atudiouiily  raisod,  aad  I  set 
mora  and  more  the  need  of  iMiqg  cpoiioa 
with  those  here  who  have  had  laige  «• 
perience  of  Ai^s^orum,  &c.  And  I  hate 
cause  to  thkikp  that  we  shall  have  a  dii* 
covcry  of  it,  as  much  now  as  ever.  Iibd 
present  your  letter  to  hit  majesty  as  aoo^ 
as  the  throng  upon  his  coming  to  Wlai^ 
haU  is  a  litUe  over."* 


*  In  the  prefkoe  to  an  aooojrmoua  Maoairif 
srchblahop  Sharps  written  by  a  Soottish  cfi^ 
copiiliaik,  nnd  piibUsUicd  n2S»  the  writer  Mji: 
"  1  fiud  that  Air.  Wodrow,  In  the  Abhreriaitbi 
ffivee  ut  of  Mr.  Sharp's  letter  to  Mr.  0oq|ii% 
dated  the  29th  of  May,  1660,  bath«  if  not  vO- 
fully  pervcrtiHl.  yet  gruody  niatakeo*  the  nuMi- 
iiig  of  the  writer,  es  may  bo  evident  to  m/ 
man  who  will  take  the  pains  to  oampaio  dit 
k*tter  itself  «et  down  la  the  Appendix  widi  tbt 
snid  Abljreviate^  In  Mr.  Wttdrow^e  Intrede^ 
Uuii,"  prelace,  pb  la—- llVe  have  m^dm  the  «» 
parison  without  beina  aUe  to  diecovir  loy 
ground  for  the  charge  here  pr%fem<L  On  tht 
contrary,  we  think  it  Impassible  t*  tmd  tfci 


letter  it««lf  without  fe«Unc  that  it  reflecU  mmk 

»relHl 


more  levCTvly  on  the  prelate*e  eubaeqii»t 
duct  than  Mr.  Wodrow^s  AbbnvialAdoia.    Btf 
for  the  reader's  mti«f«ctiou,  and  beoauae  thi 
letter  ia  somewhat  curious,  we  suljoia  it  easira 

Letter  from  Mr.  Skarjh  to  Mr,  Bitbert  Dohflu, 
Minialer  at  JSiIUbtiryk, 

Revrrend  Sir, 

Yours,  that.  May  SSd,  and  of  the  8th»  will 
other  letterx,  i  rmived ;  by  tlielast  Sataidajt 
povt  1  could  only  five  you  notioe  at  mf  mSt 
return  to  London.  General  Alook  gave  Ibe 
occasion  tor  my  ioomey  to  iiulland,  end  1  darf 
obsenre  a  providence  in  it,  that  him  laatiQB  did 
tryxt  with  yoor  deeire,  which  «vo  mi  ea- 
cDunigemcnt  to  follow  the  Lofd  a  pofntiog  St 
my  going  thither,  which  ibr  any  thiag  deth  yet 
appear  hath  been  ordered  ftir  good*  GcntfSl 
Monk's  intent  for  my  going  wae^  tint  I  adgbi 
give  hfs  migest^'  an  account  of  ail  the  faaafii 
of  his  undertaking,  from  tlie  bn^inniag  of  it  hi 
Scotland,  to  the  progression  be  had  asade  ai  the 
time  of  th<!  parliament's  owning  his  mijestgr'k 
title ;  and  that  1  might  acquaint  the  king  haW 
necessary  it  was  to  follow  tho  oounsela  of  ■#- 
deration  in  the  future  management  of  hh 
affairs.  And,  8dly,  That  I  might  bkivo  his 
migesty  for  writing  a  letter  to  sqhm  of  the  eai- 
inent  city  ministrrs,  to  be  by  iheaa  ooaaauiai- 
eate<l  tu  tho  presbyterian  ministers  throaghoat 
the  kingdom,  intimating  his  mi^eefy'a 
tion,  to  bear  down  profanity,  and  to 
tenanoe  religion  in  the  power  of  It.  JJy 
special  motive  for  going  was,  Co  give  a  tSmotos 
information  of  the  uon^Htion  of  poor  SM^U^tA. 
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June  2d,  Mr.  Sharp  writes  to  Mr.  Doug- 
I,  *  Upon  Thursday  night  the  kuig  called 
s  into  his  closet,  where  I  presented  yours 
the  8th  of  May  to  him.    Having  read  some 


«r  did  mn  upon  diTflme  of  these*  which 
featedly  and  fully  that  letter  doth  mention, 
»d  it  ham  much  satisfied  ine,  that  upon  tilt 
smaal  of  yours  at  my  retuni,  I  romemberiMi  i 
la  upon  luiue  ol*  those  you  tuiu'hiHi.  I  came 
fTt  seawoably  in  the  beginning  of  the  growth 
r  the  court,  and  was  the  first  minister  of  the 
ingdoms,  who  maiie  an  adilress  avowedly  to 
lalun^.  since  his  exile;  which  I  did  with  tlie 
lore  coDfiden<.'e,  that  having  your  wnrrand 
efore  my  going,  I  made  it  in  name  of  the  body 
f  the  mfnistry  of  the  chnrch  of  Scotland,  who 
■d  peneircred  In  their  Integrity  and  loyalty  in 
II  rerolation^  I  cannot  express  what  wel- 
me  I  had,  and  with  how  Idndlyan  aa*eptance 
IT  application  was  entertained  by  his  majesty, 
rno  was  gradcnuly  pleased  to  put  socli  a  re- 
•wetiTe  nsage  upon  me,  all  tlie  time  I  was 
wre,  as  it  was  noticed  by  all  at  court.  I  do 
at  mention  this  oat  of  a  ticUing  vanity,  but 
I  an  eridenoe  amongst  others  of  our  princess 
Ifectlon  to  our  country  and  Icirlc,  of  which  I 
B  abtindantly  satisfied,  though  before  my  go- 
y  oirer,  he  was  fiilsely  represented,  even  to 
ime  of  the  presbyterian  jodcment,  as  an  enemy 
ad  hater  of  both.  He  did  at  Breda,  at  hUi 
Ale  upon  oocsaion,  give  his  public  testimony 
>  the  fidelity  and  loyalty  of  his  kingdom  of 
oothuid,  and  to  me  in  private  more  than  on(« 
r  twice ;  and  I  am  persuaded,  a  sweeter  and 
Mwe  affectionate  prince  never  a  people  had. 
"iw  fint  time  he  allowed  me  to  speaJc  to  him 
1  private,  which  was  for  the  space  of  one  hotir 
nd  half,  I  tnolc  it  up»  in  giving  a  full  account 
r  general  Monk's  proc^ings,  and  of  tlie 
etivity  of  those  of  our  nation  to  impmve  that 
pportunity  for  his  majestv's  service.  The  next 
,nM  he  called  me  to  him  in  the  garden,  where 
e  caaesd  nse  walk  with  hfan,  almost  200  gentle- 
leo  bring  at  his  back,  almost  two  hours,  was 
Bpleyed  in  his  auiving  questions  and  my  an- 
irering,  about  the  affsirs  of  the  parliament; 
ad  in  dM  close,  somewhat  In  reference  to  Sk'ot- 
md*  and  adrin^  kindly  how  it  was  with  the 
ilnlelcrs  who  lud  been  in  the  Tower,  and  with 
•Ir.  Hntrhison,  Mr.  Wood,  Mr.  Bayly,  of 
rhidi  I  nvc  you  some  touch  in  my  letter  from 
Ireda.  The  third  time  he  spoke  to  me  (doing  It 
pon  every  oecasioii  he  saw  me)  was  in  the 
rifleeai  royal's  room,  where  I  was  amazed  to 
eir  kim  express  such  knowledge  and  remero- 
ranee,  both  as  to  persons  and  things  relating  to 
tealland,  while  he  was  there,  as  if  the  passages 
ai  been  recently  acted.  He  mentioned  min- 
iSers  aouth  and  north,  and  other  persons,  not 
irgevting  John  Boswd  of  Kinghom,  and  an- 
ther in  Crail,  where,  hs  said,  himself  was 
fovoet,  asking  how  it  was  with  tliem.  There 
ras  opportnnity  of  speaking  of  those  with  whom 
re  have  had  so  much  vexation,  and  of  the  con- 
ItkMB  of  our  kirk,  and  the  carriage  of  honest 
len  In  it;  and,  had  he  not  been  taken  up  by 
be  Interposing  of  a  lord  come  straight  trom 
^laad,  I  think  I  had  said  all  was  then  upon 
If  heart  in  reference  to  that  matter.  After 
his  the  eonrt  dnong iiw  by  muiritudes  from  j 
itig}and,  mad  ike  avwd  of  Ub  aMn  growing  | 


of  it,  and  looked  on  the  subscriptions,  he 
told  me  he  was  glad  to  see  a  letter  from 
your  hands ;  and  it  being  late,  and  being  to 
go  to  the  house  to-morrow,  he  would  afler- 


upon  him,  it  ivas  unbecoming  fw  mc  to  press 
for  priv.it«>  ron Terence,  but  when  he  did  call  to 
me;  whksh  he  whs  pleased  to  do  twice  more 
before  Ida  o  »ming  from  Breda :  and  both  those 
tiiiii'^  lie  asked  me  only  about  some  of  his  con- 
cernments with  general  Monk,  bidding  me  at 
the  last  time  meet  him  at  bis  first  ctiminj  to 
the  Hague,  which  was  upon  May  15tb,  wait 
upon,  to  receive  my  despntrh  inimediately  to 
England,  both  as  to  general  Monk,  and  the 
letter  to  the  city  miuisterk  When  I  oHered  to 
speak  a  wonl  in  reference  to  Scotland,  he  told 
me,  he  would  reserve  a  full  r4immuning  about 
that  till  his  coming  to  England.  And  indeed 
it  had  been  unseasonable  and  impertinent  for 
me  to  have  urged  further,  finding  the  necessity 
of  his  affairs  in  England  so  urgent:  but  this 
I  can  say,  that  by  alfthese  opportunities  1  had, 
in  every  of  which  I  did  not  omit  the  moving 
about  Scotland,  I  found  his  migesty  rcMjIvrd 
to  rentorc  the  kingdom  to  its  former  civil  lib- 
erties, and  to  preserve  the  settleil  got-enimeiit  of 
our  church ;  in  both  whirh  I  was  bold  ezprrssiy 
to  move,  and  had  a  very  grarious  satisfying 
answer,  (.'pon  the  appreheiiNion  that  I  might 
be  sent  into  England  presently  u|ion  hl«  maj- 
esty's ariivul  at  tlie  Hague,  1  hastened  from 
Breda  by  the  way  of  Dort,  Amsterilani>  Har- 
lem, and  Ijcyden,  to  take  a  trankirnt  vieiv  of 
those  goodly  towns;  and  came  the  next  day 
after  the  king  to  the  Hague,  about  the  very 
time  of  the  reception  of  the  commissiouers  fniih 
the  two  houses  and  the  city,  to  whii-h  1  was  an 
eve-witn«»>«.  Dr.  KevnolJs,  Mr.  (.'alamy,  Dr. 
&poistre,  Mr.  Case,  Air.  Manton,  were  received 
privately  in  his  bcdrhamber:  they  delivered  a 
irtter  signed  by  alnive  80  ministers  met  nt 
Sioii  College:  1  am  prcmiised  a  copy  thereof, 
which  1  shall  send  unto  you  (and  had  ditne  it 
before  this,  could  they  have  given  me  one,  be- 
cause they  had  left  ft  In  the  city:)  they  ex- 
pressed  much  satisfaction  with  his  migesty*8 
tsirriage  towards  them,  speaking  him  to  be  a 
prinire  of  a  deep  knowledge  of  his  own  affairs, 
of  singular  sweetness  and  moderation,  and  great 
respectiveness  towards  them;  but  they  were 
much  more  satisfied  as  to  these,  after  they  had 
spoke  with  him  two  by  two,  in  private,  three 
days  after,  in  so  far  as  they  speak  highly  to  his 
commendation  to  all  their  friends,  as  a  most  ex- 
cellent primx,  restored  for  a  public  blessing  to 
these  nations ;  and  do  profess  it  to  be  their  duty 
to  promote  his  interest  amongst  their  people. 
They  have  often  since  said  to  me,  they  have  no 
reserve  nor  hope,  but  in  his  mi\jesty*s  good  dis- 
position and  clemency.  At  my  coming  to  the 
Hague,  when  I  had  gone  to  the  lord  t  hancellor, 
who  by  the  king's  order  was  to  give  me  my 
despatches,  he  desired  me  to  stay  so  long  as  the 
London  ministers  staid,  telling  me  he  would 
send  by  another  the  king's  pleasure  to  genera] 
Monk.  I  was  ready  to  lay  hold  upon  this 
motion,  knowing  that  the  kins  was  speedily  to 
go  for  England,  and  so  kept  In  company  with 
those  musistcrs,  and  thereby  had  occasion  to 
know  what  may  g\ve  me  g;c\>wi\Oi  ot  a  \ftt>>ua\\«k 
conjecture  of  the  tendency  el  maMcTa,  •»  \*>  ^% 
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wards  consider  it,  and  send  a  return ;  and   thank8gj\'ing  appointed  in  England :  I  wish 


desired  me  to  come  to  him  two  or  three 
days  after,  when  the  throng  was  over.  I 
had  yours  of  the  10th  of  May,  with  that 
to  the  king,  which  is  not  yet  delivered,  by 


we  may  give  some  public  testunooj  of  our 
sense  of  the  mercy  of  the  king's  return  in 
Scotland.  In  the  house  of  peers,  v^xm  a 
motion  made,  that  the  form  of  prayer  ap- 


the  earl  of  Rothes.  I  shall  look  on  the  |  pointed  in  the  Lituigy  to  be  used  in  that 
earl  of  Selkirk  and  lord  Lorn  as  noble  !  house,  be  practised,  *tis  done.  The  Service- 
patriots,  well  affected  to  the  interest  of  re-   book  b  not  yet  set  up  by  both  houses,  but 


ligion.  I  shall  never  espouse  the  interest 
of  any  person  or  party;  'tis  our  common 
interest  to  keep  an  equal  way  with  all  who 
mind  the  good  of  kiric  and  country :  and 
my  endeavour  is  to  prevent  animosities,  and 
to  beget  and  keep  harmony.  Cementing 
and  piecing  will  be  our  mercy,^  and  dividing 
more  our  reproach  than  we  are  aware  of. 
The  king  hath  allowed  the  noblemen  who 
are  here,  to  meet  and  consult  what  is  proper 
to  be  offered  for  the  good  of  the  nation; 
they  meet  on  Monday  :  it  b  in  his  heart  to 
restore  us  to  our  liberties  and  privileges  if 
our  folly  do  not  mar  it.  Yesterday  the 
king  went  to  the  house  of  peers,  passed 
some    bills,  and    emitted    a  proclamation 


they  will  probably  soon  do  it  in  all  churches. 
I  shall  next  week  send  a  copy  of  the  letter 
of  the  city  minbtcrs  to  the  king  in  Holland. 
They  resent  hb  father's  murder,  but  not 
one  word  of  the  Directory  or  Confession  of 
Faith.  I  gave  a  hint  by  the  Tuesday's 
post,  how  it  concemeth  us  to  use  caution, 
in  offering  to  any  here  what  may  seem  to 
be  meddling  or  imposing;  and  I  am  every 
day  more  and  more  confirmed,  that  it  will 
be  a  prejudice  upon  us,  both  iu  our  religious 
and  dvil  rights.  I  was  at  a  meeting  yester- 
day at  Sion  College,  with  about  sixty  minis- 
ters, where  it  was  very  solemnly  ddiated, 
whether  they  should  pedtion  hb  majesty 
and  the  two  houses,  that  the  exercise  of 


against   profancness.     There   b  a  day  of  religion  by  the  ordinance  of  lords  and  com- 


» 


ordering  of  religion  in  England.  I  have  much 
to  say  of  this  purpwe,  which  X  cannot  com- 
municate in  this  way.  At  present  I  shall  only 
■ay  this,  that  for  me  to  press  uniformity  fur 
discipline  and  government  upon  the  king  and 
others,  I  find,  would  be  a  must  disgustful  em- 
ployment, and  successless :  for  though  the  king 
could  be  induced  to  be  fur  it,  it  were  not  In  his 

Kwer  to  effectuate  it ;  the  two  houses  of  pur- 
ment,  and  the  body  of  this  nation,  being 
■gainst  it,  and,  if  I  may  speak  what  I  know, 
and  cniild  demonstrate  to  you,  it  is  already  past 
remedying :  I  know  very  few  ur  none  who 
desire  it,  mucli  Ittss  appear  for  it,  and  whoever 
do  report  tu  you,  or  bflieve,  that  there  is  a  con- 
siderable party  in  England,  who  have  a  mind 
fur  a  covenant-uniformity,  tliey  are  miiitakeu ; 
and,  as  you  judge,  by  what  you  ^vrite  in  that 
of  May  8th,  if  they  themselves  will  not  press 
it,  we  are  free.  I  see  no  obligation  by  covenant, 
to  impose  that  upon  them,  w-hich  they  care  nut 
fur.  If  you  knew  at  a  distance,  what  I  have 
occasion  to  know  since  my  coming  hither,  of 
this  matter,  I  am  confident  you  would  not  be 
very  urgent  in  that  point;  fur  my  part,  I  shall 
have  no  accession  to  what  may  cross  that  uni- 
formity ;  but  I  have  no  freedom  to  an  employ- 
ment, which  C4in  have  no  other  effect,  but  the 
heightening  of  an  odium  upon  our  church,  which 
b  obnoxious  alreadv  to  many  upon  such  an  ac- 
count, though,  I  know,  causelessly.  I  have 
heard  of  your  letter  to  Messrs.  Calamy,  Ash, 
and  Alanton;  which  Mr.  Ash  only  hath  seen, 
Cabmy  and  Man  ton  not  being  in  town ;  and 
ihe  rumour  f^oei  up  and  down  the  city  (I  know 
noi  if  oecatiou  be  taken  by  that  letter)  that  the 


ministers  of  SootUnd  have  declared  their  dis- 
satisfaction, that  the  king  b  brought  in,  bnt 
upon  the  terms  of  the  covenant.  1  am  afraid, 
that  such  rumours  are  at  this  Juncture  stu- 
diously raised,  and  I  see  more  and  more  the 
need  we  have  of  using  caution  with  thoae  hue: 
we  have  had  lai^e  experience  of  Anglorumt  Ik., 
and  1  have  cause  to  think,  that  we  uall  hare  ■ 
discoverv  of  it,  ■■  much  now  as  ever. 

I  shall  present  your  letter  to  hb  maicsty,  st 
the  first  opportunity,  which,  I  thlnkHL  cannot 
have  till  some  days  pass  over,  bacauae  iti  the 
ereat  press  upon  him,  at  hb  first  entry  into 
Whitehall,  uod  hath  done  great  things  fur  him, 
I  pray  he  mav  do  great  things  by  htm.  It  hath 
been  observed,  that  never  any  prince  did  eatrr 
upon  his  government  with  such  a  general  re- 
pute and  uppbuse.  The  satisikctlon  expiessed 
by  the  Dutch  could  not  be  morei  if  be  had  bam 
their  sovereign :  and  for  England,  the  expres- 
sions of  ecstatic  iov,  and  universal  exnltatioo, 
are  admirable,  fab  day  from  morniDg  till 
seven  o'clock  I  have  been  a  spectator  of  what 
the  magnificence  and  galbntry  of  England 
could  bring  forth  in  testimony  of  the  greatert 
reception,  was,  they  say,  ever  given  to  thor 
king:  the  manner  whereof  you  will  have  by 
the  Diurnal ;  and  it  hath  taken  up  so  muca 
time  to  me,  that,  the  post  culling,  i  haxe  ceo- 
fusedly  writ  this,  and  must  break  oflT  till  the 
next,  with  commending  you  to  the  Lord*«  graei^ 
who  am. 

Yours,  &c 


\  LKindoui  'Ma'9  ^SiCIbu 


Ja.  SaAar 
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oions,  according  to  the  Confession  of  Faithy 
aad  Directoiy  for  Worship,  and  Form  of 
Church  Government,  might  be  continued, 
until  the  parliament  shall  provide  otherwise. 
This,  after  long  debate,  waa  referred  to  a 
conmiittee,  to  be  considered  of  against  next 
week.  There  is  a  conference  on  Monday, 
to  be  betwixt  six  presbytcrians  and  six 
moderate  (as  they  call  them)  cpiscopals; 
but  I  resolve  not  to  be  at  it.  From  any 
otnervation  I  can  make,  I  find  the  prcsby- 
terian  cause  wholly  given  up  and  lost.  The 
influencing  men  of  the  prcsbytcrian  judg- 
ment are  content  with  episcopacy  of  bishop 


yuor  coming  up,  when  I  was  with  the  king 
on  Thursday  ni^t,  I  moved,  upon  some 
considerations,  his  majesty  might  write  for 
you.  He  answered,  pray  you,  let  it  be 
done;  and  calling  upon  Lauderdale,  ordered 
him  to  draw  a  letter  for  him  to  sign,  that 
you  might  come  up  to  him  ^leedily.  This 
letter  Lauderdale  promised  to  have  ready 
this  night,  but  it  will  be  Monday  ere  he  get 
it  done.  The  rumour  is  here,  that  there 
several  ministers  coming  as   commis- 


are 


sioners  from  Scotland  and  Ireland :  I  know 
not  who  hath  given  occasion  to  it,  but  I  ap 
prehend  it  will  not  be  seasonable  at  this 


Usher^s  model,  and  a  liturgy  somewhat  cor-  [  time ;  we  would  wait  a  little,  till  we  see 
rected,  with  the  ceremonies  of  surplice,  {  how  matters  frame.  I  am  confident  if  min- 
cross  in  baptism,  kneeling  at  the  com- 1  istcrs  come  here  at  this  juncture  they  will 
munion,  if  they  be  not  imposed  by  a  canon,  be  discountenanced,  and  give  suspicion  of 
sub  poena  aut  culpa.  And  for  the  Asscm-  dri\'ing  a  disobliging  design.  I  find  our 
bly^s  Confession,  I  am  afraid  they  will  yield   prcsbytcrian  fi*iends  quite  taken  off  their 


it  to  be  set  to  the  door;  and  that  the 
articles  of  the  church  of   England,  with 


feet,  and  what  they  talk  of  us  and  our  help 
is  merely  for  their  own  ends.     They  stick 


some  amendments,  take  place.  The  mo-  j  not  to  say,  that,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
derate  ^iscopalians  and  presbytcrians  fear,  j  vebemcncy  of  the  Scots,  Messrs.  Hender- 
that  cither  the  high  epbcopal  men  be  upper- .  son,  (lillespy,  &c.  set  forms  had  been  con- 
most,  or  that  the  Erastians  carry  it  from  tinued ;  and  they  were  never  against  them, 
both.  As  for  those  they  call  rigid  prcsby- ;  The  king  and  grandees  are  wholly  for  cpis- 
terians,  there  are  but  few  of  them,  and  these  copacy ;  the  episcopal  men  are  very  high, 
only  to  be  found  in  the  province  of  London,  I  beseech  you,  sir,  decline  not  to  come  up. 
Hid  Lancashire,  ^o  will  be  inconsiderable  It  will  be  necessary  you  come  and  speak 
to  the  rest  of  the  nation.  A  knowing  |  with  his  majesty  for  preventing  of  HI,  and 
minister  told  me  this  day,  that  if  a  synod  keeping  our  noblemen  here  right.  Your 
should  be  called  by  the  plurality  of  in-!  coming  will  certainly  do  mnch  good;  and 
cumbents,  diej  would  infallibly  carry  epis-  though  I  know  the  temper  of  the  brethren, 
oopa^.  There  are  many  nominal,  few  real,  yet  I  see  not  what  their  coming  will  signify 
preabyterians.  The  cassock  men  do  swarm  at  this  time,  and  am  apt  to  think  they  will 
here ;  and  such  who  seemed  before  to  be .  not  get  content.  I  have  no  design  in  this ; 
for  presbytery,  would  be  content  of  a  mo- '  I  speak  my  heart  to  you,  that  you  may  do 
derate  episcopacy.  We  must  leave  this  in  more  alone  for  the  good  of  kirk  and  countn- 
the  hordes  hand,  who  may  be  pleased  to  j  than  they  all.  Few  or  no  Scotsmen  ivill  be 
pfiLScrve  to  us  what  he  hath  wrought  for  us.  about  the  king  in  places  of  significnncy. 
I  see  not  what  use  I  can  be  any  longer  Lauderdale  is  of  the  bedchamber ;  he  pro- 
here;  I  wish  my  neck  were  out  of  the  mises  to  keep  Rothes  with  himself.  The 
collar.  Some  of  our  countrymen  go  to  the  parliament  when  it  meets  will  make  all  void 
eooimon  prayer.  All  matters  are  devolved  since  1639,  and  so  the  king  will  be  made 
into  (he  hand  of  the  king,  in  whose  power  i  king,  (that  is,  absolute  there  as  here,)  and 
'da  to  do  absolutely  what  he  pleases  in    cfisposc  of  places  and  offices  as  he  pleases." 


church  and  state.    £Gs  heart  is  in  his  hand, 
upon  whom  are  our  eyes." 

In  another,  dated  likewise  June  2d,  Mr. 


Mr.  Douglas  and  Mr.  Smith  write  a  rctivn 
to  those  two  last  of  Mr.  Sharp's,  June, 
without  the  date; — **  That  they  are  refi-eshed 


Sharp  acquaints  Mr.  Douglas  that  he  had  |  with  his  majesty's  safe  arrival.    As  to  that 
received  his  note  of  Ma/  26th,    "As  to  part  of   your  ktter  ^mmX  umform\h|«  ^^ 
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thouglbt  ilt»  nj  they,  to  ghre  you  thb  return 
of  our  thouglits.  1.  It  is  not  onr  opinion 
to  impose  any  thing  upon  his  majesty ;  yet 
humbly  to  represent  to  Jiim  that  he  and  the 
parliament  may  settle  religion  there  accord- 
ing to  the  terms  of  the  covenant,  we  think 
it  no  crime,  yea,  we  count  it  a  duty  for  our 
own  exoneration,  though  it  should  not  prove 
successful;  and  if  it  be  held  a  crime  to  make 
known  to  his  majesty  so  innocent  a  desire, 
it  may  be  feared  that  the  keeping  of  it  here 
may  come  under  the  same  account.  2.  We 
cannot  be  induced  to  believe  that  it  were 
unfeasible  if  his  majesty  would  be  pleased 
to  intimate  his  royal  inclinations  thereunto; 
but  we  conceive  it  would  find  acceptance 
when  we  remember  that  the  reviving  of  the 
league  and  covenant  by  the  ordinance,  afler 
the  restoring  the  secluded  members,  was 
acceptable  and  refreshing.  3.  The  question 
is  not.  Whether  there  be  many  or  few  for 
it?  but,  whether  it  be  our  duty,  whereto 
we  are  obliged  by  the  oath  of  God  in  such 
an  opportunity,  when  settlement  of  religion 
is  intended,  humbly  to  desire  that  it  may 
be  done  accocding  to  the  terms  of  the  cove- 
nant ?  And  though,  if  they  slight  the  mat- 
ter, we  cannot  impose  it  upon  them,  yet, 
for  our  own  exoneration  before  God  and 
men,  we  are  obliged  to  desire  it.  4.  We 
cannot  but  be  affected  with  grief  to  consider 
that  it  should  heighten  an  odiiun  upon  our 
kirk,  to  desire  that  ministers  may  carefully 
endeavour,  by  their  humble  addresses  to  his 
majesty  and  parliament,  to  prevent  the  re- 
introduction  of  those  once  rejected  relics, 
episoopaqr  and  the  Lituigy,  which  have 
bred  so  much  trouble  and  persecution  to 
the  faithfid  ministers  and  professors  of  the 
gospel  there,  and  have  had  such  a  bad  influ- 
ence upon  this  kirk.  5.  Our  letter  to  some 
brethren  there  is  so  innocent,  that  we  are 
not  afraid  of  the  judgment  of  sober  men, 
though  it  were  printed ;  and  for  any  mis- 
representation that  hath  been  raised,  whether 
upon  it,  or  otherwise,  it  is  a  mere  calumny ; 
for  we  were,  and  are,  and  could  not  but  be 
well  satisfied  with  his  majesty's  restitution 
to  his  kingdoms,  for  which  we  so  heartily 
preyed,  and  so  seriously  longed.  Nor  can 
it  be  inteqn^ed  dissatisfaction  with  his 
mtgeaty'g  restitutkm,  thai  when  he  is  re- 


stored, we  humbly  represent  to  his  majesty 
ourdesiresfor  settling  of  religion  accordmg 
to  the  terms  of  the  covenant.  There  is 
just  ground  of  suspicion,  that  such  reports 
are  raised  by  some  of  our  own  countrymes 
there,  who  are  enemies  to  the  refbmuCkm 
established,  and  labour  the  abolishing  of 
the  covenant  of  the  three  nations.  Dear 
brother,  we  have  writ  these  things  to  yon, 
for  your  informatioo  and  encouragement 
against  those  discouniging  rencounterB  you 
meet  with  in  this  juncture,  from  men  that 
are  either  downright  enemies  to  die  refor- 
mation of  religion,  or  are  but  friends  of  Gal- 
lio*s  temper.  Yours  of  the  2d  of  June 
holds  forth  that  there  is  a  great  defection 
there  from  the  grounds  of  the  league  snd 
covenant,  which  continued  in,  cannot  but 
highly  provoke  the  Lord." 

By  this  plain  and  full  letter  of  Mr.  Doug- 
las and  Mr.  Smith,  wc  may  see  how  roundly 
they  deal  with  Mr.  Sharp,  how  fixed  they 
stand  to  the  principles  and  profession  of 
the  church  of  Scotland;  and  the  reader 
cannot  but  r^et,  that  they  had  such  a 
person  to  correspond  with,  as  this  betrayer 
of  the  church  of  Scotland.  Whether  Mr. 
Douglas'  jealousies  of  him  by  this  time 
were  fully  formed,  I  know  not ;  but  a  great 
deal  of  plainness  is  used  with  him;  and  had 
he  followed  those  instructions  and  principles 
laid  down  in  this  letter,  and  fbrmeriy,  I 
doubt  not  but  much  more  might  have  been 
done  for  the  work  of  reformation  at  this 
time.  However,  these  worthy  persons  did 
lay  the  matter  candidly  before  him,  whom 
they  had  unhappily  confided  in  as  their 
commissioner;  and  what  could  they  do 
more  in  the  present  circumstances  ?  Other 
letters  were  sent,  much  to  the  same  purpose. 

Accordingly,  June  7th,  Messrs.  IMckson, 
Douglas,  Hamilton,  Smith,  and  Hutchison, 
send  a  joint  letter  to  Mr.  Sharp,  in  whidi 
they  say, "  That,  upon  the  occasion  of  the 
late  wonderful  and  comfortable  revolution, 
we  held  it  our  duty,  upon  the  account  of 
our  solemn  engagement  to  God,  and  our 
brotherly  affection,  and  our  respect  to  the 
quiet  of  the  established  interests  of  this 
church,  to  express  the  thoughts  of  onr  heart 
to  some  of  the  reverend  ministers  of  Lon- 
^  don,  for  our  exoneration,  resolving  to  inter* 
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:ddle  no  further  i»  the  affiura  of  others, 
ve  to  express  our  humble  opinion.  But 
Ting  learned,  by  your  last,  of  your  bdiig 
Bient  at  the  meeting  in  Sion  College,  and 
tier  conferences  of  our  reverend  brethren ; 

we  do  thankfully  acknowledge  the  re- 
ecta  hereby  put  upon  you,  so  we  haire 
pointed,  that  your  being  at  these  consul* 
ions  may,  throu^  the  Lord's  blessing, 
t  prove  unprofitahle  for  the  good  of  the 
mmon  interest  of  religion,  which,  we 
ow,  is  most  dear  to  all  honest  men;  and 
erefbre  we  hope  and  desire,  that  (as  you 
ve  opportunity  to  express  your  judgment 
lore  these  reverend  and  worthy  men)  you 
11  not  omit  to  acquaint  them  how  much  it 
th  on  the  hearts  of  all  good  men  here, 
at  God  may  lead  them  forth  to  a  right 
iprovenicnt  of  this  opportunity,  after  which 
uiy,  who  now  sleep  in  the  Lord,  did  so 
iich  thirst  and  long.  We  suppose  it  is 
»t  B  desperate  work,  humbly  to  deal  with 
s  nmjesty  (who  is  so  excellent  and  moder- 
e  a  prince)  for  the  preventing  of  episco- 
\cy  and  the  Liturgy,  which  by  experience 
ey  have  found  so  Intter  and  prejudicial  to 
eaiselves  and  many  others  in  England, 
id  which,  if  they  once  be  established,  may 
xy  speedily  revive  the  complaints  of  godly 
en.  And  we  hope,  that  the  great  pains  of 
e  learned  assembly  of  dinncs  (so  heartily 
id  unanimously  approvcn  in  this  church, 
id  so  much  owned  in  England,)  will  not  be 
I  easily  lost;  but  that  godly  honest  men 
ill  endeavour  what  they  can  to  have  those 
K>d  beginnings  entertained,  and  yet  further 
Ivanced,  as  need  requires.  The  condition 
'  the  times  does  necessitate  us  again  to 
lologize  for  what  we  thus  write  unto  you: 

we  could  satisfy  our  own  consciences,  and 
jprove  ourselves  to  God  and  posterity, 
bo  will  reap  the  fruit  of  our  improvement 
r  this  opportunity,  we  are  so  far  from  any 
n^matical  humour,  that  we  could  with 
luch  case  to  ourselves  sit  down  in  silence, 
1  if  no  such  matters  were  in  agitation  about 
b;  but  apprehending  that  your  being  on 
le  place  in'  this  junctive,  and  it  being 
nown  that  you  are  owned  in  your  employ- 
lent  there  by  the  body  of  the  ministr}*  of 
lia  church,  we  conceive  that  it  may  be 
Mked  upon  as  if  we  were  satisfied  with 


any  proceedings  prejudicial  to  our  former 
engagements,  unless  you  express  our  sense 
of  affiurs  as  you  have  occasion,  with  that 
prudence,  respect,  and  discretion,  that  be- 
cometh,  whereof  we  hope  you  win  be  careful 
so  long  as  you  stay  there." 

The  prudent  and  yet  zealous  concern  of 
those  faithful  watchmen,  the  reverend  min- 
isters of  Edinburgh,  at  this  juncture,  ap- 
pears yet  further  by  their  letter  next  post, 
signed  by  the  last  named  persons,  to  Mr. 
Sliarp,  of  the  date  June  9th,  which  likewise 
deserves  to  be  transcribed  here, and  follows: 
^•^  By  our  last  to  you  of  the  7th  instant, 
we  acquainted  you,  that  however  the  con- 
science of  our  obligation  by  covenant,  and 
our   sense  of  the  hazards  to  whidi  this 
chureh  hath  been  exposed  by  the  former 
settlement  of  England,  do  put  us  on  ear- 
nestly to  desire  an  acceptable  settlement 
there,  yet  fear  of  offence  hath  persuaded  us 
to  move  no  further  in  that  business  (afler 
our  exoneration  by  letter  to  some  there) 
than  to  desire  you  so  to  walk  in  it,  as  might 
not  conclude  us,  by  reason  of  our  silence, 
in  an  approbation  of  what  may  be  established 
there    contrary    to    our    covenanL      Yet, 
amongst  our  solicitudes,  we  cannot  apprehend 
that  we  will  oficnd  any,  if  we  humbly  lay 
before  his  majesty  our  thoughts  of  those 
af&irs ;  and  therefore  have  sent  ^-ou  an  en- 
closed paper  containing    the  sum  of  our 
thoughts  and  motives   inducing  us  to  use 
that  humble  freed(Hn ;  whereof  (and  of  what 
else  may  occur  to  yourself  to  the  same 
purpose)  we  seriously  entreat  you  to  make 
prudent  use  in  hiying  the  particulars  therein 
contained  before  liis  majesty.     lie  is  gifted 
to  his  people  iu  retiun  of  their  prayera,  and 
their  expectations  are  fixed  on  him,  as  the 
man  of  God*s  right  hand,  who  will  refresh 
the  hearts  of  all  the  lovers  of  Zion;  and 
honest  people  (whatever  be  represented  to 
their  fears)  can  never  be  persuaded  but  his 
majesty  will  perform  all  things  according  to 
the    covenant.      His    majesty    hath    been 
pleased  so  much  to  respect  faithful  and 
honest  men  in  their  humble  freedom,  that 
we  will  not  doubt  of  his  acceptance  of  this 
mite  from  your  and  our  hand,  which  floweth 
from  much  real  zeal  for  his  majesty's  hap- 
piness, and  Nviiboul  Nii\\\v:Vi  >Ne  c«vA^  \no>.  Xy^ 
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mAfi^daA  wc  had  dealt  faithfully.  Be  strong 
in  the  Lordy  and  wait  for  him  who  hath  done 
great  things  for  us,  whereof  wc  are  glad, 
and  hath  hereby  encouraged  us  to  wait  for 
mercy  to  his  Zion.  To  his  grace  we  com- 
mend you,  and  arc,"  &c.  The  paper  sent 
along  with  this  letter  is  subjoined,*  and  I  go 


•  Somn  few  particulars  which  Mr.  Sharp  Ih 
desired  to  propound  to  tho  kiiii^^s  majesty  by  con- 
ference, At  fit  opptirt unities) : 

1.  Albeit  we  doubt  not  of  his  mojosty*!!  being 
■atisfied  of  our  loyalty  and  ^ood  affertion  to  liis 
■ervic« ;  vet  you  may,  from  time  to  time,  further 
assure  his  mtgesty,  that  our  gracious  Go<l  hath 
eased  our  spirits  of  a  long  and  sad  pressure,  l)y 
overtuming  all  tliese  bloody  usurpers*  and  n^tiir- 
ing  his  m»je*tty  to  rule  over  us,  and  huth  hereby 
sent  us  a  gracious  return  of  them  many  iietitions 
we  have  put  up  to  him  in  times  of  d^  distress 
on  that  behalf,  which  hath  raised  our  ex]>ecta- 
tions,  that  the  Lord,  who  huth  done  all  these 
things  for  us,  hath  a  purpose  of  doing  much 
good  to  these  kingdoms  by  his  majesty's  means. 

2.  You  may  signify  unto  his  majesty,  how 
much  we  are  refreshed  with  intimatiiius  ire 
have  received  of  his  resolution  to  restore  us  unto 
our  civil  liberties,  and  to  preserve  the  doctrine, 
worship,  discipline,  and  government  of  this 
church.  This  we  look  upon  not  only  as  au 
acceptable  sen-ice  to  the  King  of  kings  who^e 
interests  we  believe  these  are,  and  as  an  art 
1^  special  kindiieas  and  favour  in  his  majesty, 
to  look  to  the  preservation  of  their  just  rights, 
civil  and  ecclesiastical,  who  diil  ex]>ose  all  to 
hazard,  and  much  real  and  sad  Muffering,  in 
pursuance  of  tlieir  duty  and  loyalty  to  his 
mnjesty,  and  who  have  made  It  their  study  in 
thetie  tr}'ing  times,  to  give  evidence  that  their 
religion  and  reformation  doth  teach  them  loy- 
alty :  but  we  look  upon  it  also  as  a  notable 
advantage  to  his  majesty's  own  interests,  who 
shall  hereby  give  pnNif,  that  (notwithstanding 
the  rigid  dealing  of  some  toward  his  majesty  in 
some  particulars,  which  you  know  we  do  heart- 
ily disapprove,)  no  aillirtioiuior  temptations  have 
prnvi'iilea  with  his  m(^i*sty,  to  withdraw  him 
from  his  first  voluntary  engagement  to  his  peo- 
pie,  and  the  oath  of  the  covenant,  and  shall  also 
fix  unto  his  majesty  an  interest  which,  we.  are 
persuaded,  will  cleave  fast  unto  him  and  his 
interests  in  all  exigents;  for  you  may  assure  his 
majesty  (which  we  entreat  may  be  underMtinid 
without  reflecting  on  any,  without  any  de^ire 
in  us  to  continue  factions  among  loyal  subjects,) 
that  among  the  various  tempers  of  his  subjects, 
he  will  find  none  more  fixea  for  him  than  men 
of  the  principles  of  the  church  of  Scotland  are, 
and  will  be. 

S.  As  to  the  settling  of  religion  in  his  mi^es- 
ty*s  other  dominions,  you  may  inform  his  miv- 
jesty  that  we  ore  very  far  from  intruding  our- 
selves upon  thn  affairs  of  others,  or  middling 
without  our  sphere;  and  therefore  have  been 
very  sparing  to  communicate  counsels  with  any 
there,  as  yourself  knows;  yet  there  are  not  a 
few  considerations  (beside  our  jucigmcnts  of 
the  things  thciuselves)  which  prevail  with  us 
humbly  to  pour  forth  our  hcuirts  before  his 
majesty  himscIfL  such  as  our  cordial  and  sincere 
(mm  iJte  Senrcber  of  hearts  knowiflth)  to- 
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demre§' 


on  in  my  abstract  of  this  remariud>le  cor- 
respondence.— 

Jime  5th,  Mr.  Sharp  writes  to  Mr.  Doug- 
las, that  he  had  his  of  the  29th  of  May;  thst 
the  Scotsmen  at  London  had  concurred  in 
a  paper,  containing  their  desires  to  his  ma- 
jesty as  to  ^icothind,  which  was  that  week 


wards  the  prosperity  of  his  majesty's  throne  and 
the  completing  of  this  so  glorioua  a  work,  oar 
feur  to  be  found  unfaithful  to  his  nu^rfctv,  who 
OS  he  hath  been  pleased  graciously  to  auuiit  of 
our  freedom  formerly,  so,  we  believe,  doth  still 
cxpe(*t  it  from  us,  having  by  hia  gracious  letter 
Hince  the  late  mmI  separatiim,  not  only  invited, 
but  conjured  some  of  us  to  it,  our  knowledge  of 
the  temjier  of  manv  people  here  and  claewhen^ 
whereol  possibly  his  majesty  may  not  be  mo 
fully  informed,  and  our  hearty  dt>sire  that  this 
blessed  revolution  may  be  com|Metely  comfartafak 
to  all  honest  and  loyal  sulyects  who  have  sufimd 
under  the  late  tyranny,  and  have  been  earnest 
dealers  with  God  for  the  acrompUNhment  of 
what  they  now  see  with  their  eyci :  these  arc 
some  of  the  motives  which  prevail  urith  us,  to 
desire  that  his  majesty  may  be  informed  in 
these  few  particulars. 

1.  How  much  it  will  ronrcm  his  majesty  to 
reflect  ui»on  the  proceedings  at  his  nuyestr^ 
coronation  here,  and  seriously  consider  what' is 
incumbent  now  to  be  done  thereupon,  thst 
being  his  first  public  transaction  with  his 
subjects. 

2.  His  majesty  would  he  informed,  how 
suitable  it  would  be  for  a  prin(*o,  so  educntcd  by 
God,  and  preserved  and  restonMl  by  him,  n«c 
only  to  agree  to  the  humble  desires  of  his  sub- 
jects, but  to  let  forth  somewhat  of  Iiis  own 
inclination  toward  an  acceptalde  settlement  of 
religion.  As  his  migesty's  practice  in  ScoOaiid, 
and  ills  resulution  to  preserve  these  things  with 
us,  do  assure  us  of  his  maiesty*s<  apiNnohatioii 
thereiif  in  his  judgment ;  and  of  his  reiuUness  to 
give  his  nival  assent  to  what  sh>dl  be  propowd 
agreeable  tnereuntf» :  so  his  majesty's  royal  inrli- 
nation  being  known,  we  doubt  not  of*  a  more 
general  concurrence,  than  while  good  people  are 
kej»t  in  Hiispen5ie. 

8.  Tou  may  iiif«>rm  his  mi^esty,  that  we 
humbly  propose  this  expedient  of  his  majrt>ty'« 
prudent  putting  forth  himself  in  this  business, 
not  only  upon  the  occxiunt  of  conscience  as  to 
the  thing  itself,  but  n|Nm  iMiint  of  prudence 
also,  for  the  good  o(  his  majesty's  aflfaint.  W« 
shall  not  concern  ourselves  to  dive  into  the 
temper  of  indf  pendents  and  other  MH*tarirs,  and 
how  they  may  relish  episcopacv  and  the  Liturgy 
in  this  re(*ent  siettleiiient  of  aitairs,  nor  trouble 
you  with  an  ocx^ount  of  what  noise  is  nunrd 
n]M>n  thn  vcrj'  appearance  thereof  by  others 
whom  vou  know:  but  if  his  migcKty  knew  what 
grief  or  hi>art  the  feiir  of  <niis<u]iiai*y  and  the 
Service-book  Is  to  many  loval  and  hoiu^st  Fub- 
jectn,  who  have  much  and  often  mourned  io 
secret  for  him,  and  do  now  rt'joice  in  lua  won- 
derful rcNtitutlon,  und  how  much  it  would 
refrc^-h  them  to  be  secured  against  these  fenrs ; 
we  are  confident  he  would  lie  most  ready  to 
satisfy  such  subjects,  who  will  count  notldng 
temporal  too  dear  to  he  laid  forth  as  his  nugesty's 
aff^m  shall  re^judre :  aiid  though  it  may  be  eon- 
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preBcntecL    He  hath  not  jet  had  op» 
ntty  to  speak  to  the  king:  that  he 
that  day  in  the  newspaper,  that  Mr. 
las  and  Mr.  Dickson  are  repairing  to 
on,  and  wishes  it  may  holc^  and  da- 
te   move  to  the   king,  that   some 
ren  best  known  to  his  majesty  may  be 
!br.     He  does  not  perceive  the  minis- 
at  London  design  to  give  them  any 
tiieinent  concerning  the  state  of  tlie 
ji :  and  adds,  **  I  pray  the  Lord  keep 
from  the  Service-book  and  prelacy. 
5  king  should  be  determined  in  matters 
^gion  by  the  advice  of  the  two  houses, 
(eared    that    covenanted   engagements 
not  be  much  regarded.     All  sober 
depend  more  upon  the  king*s  modera- 
■nd  condescensions,  than  what  can  be 
eted  from  others.     The  episcopalians 
:  ao  furiously,  that  all  lovers  of  religion 
nrakcned  to  look  about  them,  and  to 
Bvour  the  stemming  of  that  feared  im- 
ausnesa  of  these  men :  all  that  is  hoped 
>  bring  them  to  some  moderation  and 
ire  with  an  episcopacy  of  a  new  make, 
may  easily  judge  how  little  any  en- 
our  of  mine  can  signify  to  the  prevent- 
if  tins  evil;  and,  therefore,  how  desirous 
a  to  be  taken  ofl^  and  returned  to  my 
gCL    I  am  still  full  of  fears,  that  Eng- 
ahall  lose  this  opportunity  of  settling 
joo.    It  is  broadly  rumoured  in   the 
and  at  court,  that  Scotland  are  all  in 
I  for  the  covenant:  this  is  a  pretext 
e  to  keep  us  under  force.    There  is 
of  a  petition  from  the  aty  in  reference 
ie  covenant,  and  that  we  fiom  Scotland 
the  promoters  of  it ;  but  I  apprehend 


id  that  the  aftiirg  of  England  do  nothing 
em  thna;  yet  thej  cannot  but  remember, 
I  former  experience,  what  influence  the 
t  of  the  chnrrh  of  England  hath  had  upon 
^ureh.  Beside  this,  as  we  know  there  is 
iiy  considerable  plantation  in  Ireland  of 
1  and  honest  presbyterlans,  who  will  be 
ed  by  episcopacy  and  the  Liturgy,  so  we 
«bead  that  in  England,  however  people, 
,ng  the  worst,  be  content  of  any  thing  that 
ttcr  than  it,  jt%  when  they  shall  see  a  settle- 
f  of  these  things  wherewith  they  are  dis- 
fled,  it  cannot  but  be  rery  grIevouM  to  them. 
His  majesty  is  to  be  humbly  Informed, 
at  least  (if  these  humble  intimations  from 
av«  DO  weight)  it  would  be  expedient  not  to 
ludo  and  dHennlne  in  thfse  things  saddenly ; 
that  kla  uui^mty  aad  hJs  paritaBent  take 
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that  it  will  oome  to  nothing.  However, 
the  hi^  carriage  of  the  episcopal  men  givea 
great  djasatisfaction :  the  Lcxrd  may  petmit 
them  thus  to  lift  up  thanselves,  that  thereby 
they  may  meet  with  a  more  eficctual  check. 
Bishop  Wren  preached  last  Sabbath  in  his 
lawn  sleeves  at  Whitehall.  Mr.  Cahuny 
and  Dr.  Reynolds  are  named  diafjlains  to 
his  majesty.  I  hear  Mr.  Leighton  u  here  in 
town  in  private.*' 

Mr.  Douglas,  June  12th,  answers  the 
fonner,  and  tells  Mr.  Sharp,  there  was  never 
an  intention  of  Mr.  Dickson  and  his  coming 
to  London.  "  If,"  says  he^  **  our  brethren, 
tAet  what  we  have  vrrit  to  them  and  you, 
lay  not  to  heart  the  reformation  of  their 
kirit,  we  are  exoncred,  and  must  regret  their 
archness  (backwardness)  to  improve  such 
an  opportunity,  and  be  grieved  for  the  r^ 
lapse  into  the  sickly  condition,  and  grievous 
bondage  of  the  hierarchy  and  ceremoniea. 
If  the  prcsbyterians  would  deal  effectually 
with  those  concerned,  making  use  of  the 
advantages  of  a  good  cause  far  ad^'anced  in 
the  former  parliament,  the  covenant  en* 
gagements,  the  gracious  disposition,  and 
moderation  of  the  king,  and  of  the  high  and 
furious  drivings  of  the  episcopalians,  they 
might,  by  the  blessing  of  Ood,  be  in  a  far 
better  condition,  than  'tis  probable  they 
shall  be,  considering  their  neglect.  That 
Scotland  is  in  arms  for  the  covenant,  is  a 
broad  lie,  when  broadly  nunourcd ;  if  such 
pretexts  be  forged  for  keeping  an  army  on 
us  (and  they  are  duly  coming  with  more 
forces)  it  will  be  a  sin  against  Ood,  and  a 
dishonour  to  his  majesty.  But  we  are  per- 
suaded his  majesty  will  defend  us,  and  our 


time  till  he  Icnow  the  true  temper  of  his  sub- 
jects, and  what  will  be  his  real  interent,  which 
will  be  better  known  afterwsrd  when  his  ma^ 
jesty  shall  have  lelRure  to  understand  his  poo- 
pie's  inclinations  by  himself,  and  his  good  people 
shall  have  confidence,  Icnowinff  his  maje»ty*s 
disposition,  freely  to  represent  the  true  state  of 
thinfs. 

These  things  hare  lien  upon  our  hearts,  to 
have  them  freely  imiMUied  to  hin  mujcsty,  out  of 
no  other  design,  next  unto  the  tlor}'  of  our  Lord, 
but  that  we  may  witness  our  zeal  to  his  majet«ty's 
prosperity  and  happiness.  And  we  shall  not 
cease  to  pray  that  God  may  gnlde  his  majesty, 
and  make  him  wise  as  an  aneel  of  ('0«1,  to  ao 
these  things  that  shall  be  well  pleasing  In  his 
sight,  and  which  may  ha^^Uy  acttte  th«M  Utv^ 
diitracted  k*m){4c 
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ancient  privileges.  'Tis  much  to  be  In^ 
mented,  that  such  men  as  Wren,  whose 
corrupt  principles,  and  wicked  practices,  in 
persecuting  conscientious  uiuiisters,  though 
conform,  are  too  well  known  to  be  so  soon 
forgotten,  should  have  the  impudence  to 
appear  in  public  with  these  Babylonish 
brats.  The  excommunicate  Sydeserf,  pre- 
tended bishop  of  Galloway,  and  Mr.  James 
Atkin,  a  deposed  minister  and  excommuni- 
cate, took  journey  hence  on  Friday  last,  for 
London,  persuading  themselves,  that  prelacy 
will  come  again  in  fashion  here ;  but  I  hope 
they  shall  never  sec  that  day,  or  rather 
eclipse  of  our  day.  I  doubt  not  but  you 
will  carefully  guard  against  all  that  is  in- 
tended to  the  prejudice  of  the  established 
doctrine,  worship,  discipline,  and  govern- 
ment, of  this  kirk." 

June  9th,  Mr.  Sharp,  in  his  to  Mr.  Dou- 
glas, signifies,  that  he  has  little  pleasing 
matter  to  write  of:  "'  That  he  is  pleased 
with  my  lord  Cassils*  coming  up ;  he  fears 
we  have  not  many  like  him  to  look  to.  My 
lord  Loudon  is  not  yet  come  up.  That  he 
himself  endeavours  not  to  mingle  in  their 
particular  interests  and  differences,  but 
presses  union.  There  ore  none  (adds  he) 
here,  but  disclaim  the  protesters :  that  he 
visited  the  carl  of  Selkirk,  lord  Loni,  and 
Twceddule,  who  professeth  his  abandoning 
the  protesters:  that  twenty-eight  Scots 
noblemen,  and  some  gentlemen,  had  pre- 
sented a  petition  to  the  king  for  withdraw- 
ing the  forces  and  calling  a  parliament ;  the 
king  received  it  graciously.  It  is  thought 
the  committee  of  estates  will  first  meet,  in 
order  to  the  calling  a  parliament.  The 
French  ambassador  is  commanded  forthwith 
to  remove.  Those  who  are  inciunbents  in 
sequestrate  livings  are  lefl  to  the  course  of 
law,  where])y  above  a  thousand*  in  the 
country  and  universities  will  be  ejected.  I 
con  (says  he)  do  no  good  here  for  the 
stemming  of  the  current  for  prelacy,  and 
long  to  be  home:  whatever  dissatisfaction 
may  be  upon  good  people,  yet  no  consider- 
able opposition  will  be  made  to  prelacy.  I 
hope  the  Lord  will  see  to  the  preservation 
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of  his  interests  among  us.  I  gave  some 
liints  formerly  about  this,  and  by  what  yet 
appearcth,  I  see  no  ground  to  alter  m? 
thoughts,  that  our  meddling  with  affiiirs  now 
will  be  useless,  and  of  no  advantage  to  our 
cause.  The  sad  apprehenaons  I  have  of 
what  I  find  and  see  as  to  these  matters, 
bring  me  into  a  languishing  desire  to  retire 
home  and  look  to  Ciodl,  from  whom  our  help 
alone  can  come.  I  hope  you  will  consider 
of  what  is  lit  to  be  done.  If  you  see  cause 
of  application  in  this  critical  jancture,  yoa 
\«ill  take  me  off,  after  my  long  continued 
toU." 

Mr.  Douglas  answers  this  lost,  June  14th, 
and  signifies  to  Mr.  Sharp,  he  wishes  all 
were  as  fixed  as  Cassils.  **  You  may,"  adds 
he,  "  let  the  protesters  sleep,  for  they  are 
not  to  be  feared,  they  are  to  be  pitied  rather 
tlian  envied.  Concerning  prelacy,  we  hive 
delivered  our  mind  fiiUyin  former  letters; 
and  when  we  have  exonered  ourselves,  we 
must  leave  that  business  on  the  Lord,  who 
will  root  out  that  stinking  weed  in  his  ornn 
time,  whatever  pains  men  take  to  plant  it 
and  muke  it  grow.  We  expect  at  your 
conveniency  you  will  give  us  an  account  of 
what  letters  and  papers  you  have  received 
since  your  return  to  London ;  after  which, 
we  shall  give  you  an  answer  about  your 
abiding  there,  or  coming  home." 

In  another  letter  without  date,  but  by  a 
passage  in  it,  I  conjecture  it  is  vnit  June 
loth,  Mr.  Sharp  tells  Mr.  Douglas,  **  I  now 
begin  to  fear  the  long  contended  for  cause 
is  given  up.  Three  months  ago,  some  here 
were  pressing  upon  the  presbytorian  party, 
both  in  the  house  and  city,  to  nmke  them- 
selves considerable  by  conjimction  of  coun- 
sels, and  pursuing  in  a  united  way  the  same 
end  and  interest:  this  could  not  be  com- 
passed. Then  the  dissolving  of  the  se- 
cluded members,  (which  some  attribute  to 
some  of  themselves,  others  to  general  Monk, 
I  know  both  had  a  hand  in  it,)  and  jealousies 
mutual  between  army  and  parliament*  made 
way  for  the  king's  coming  in  without  condi- 
tions; whereupon  the  episcopal  party  have 
taken  the  advantage :  and  they  finding  now 
that  the  influencing  men  of  the  presbyterian 
party  are  content  to  yield  to  a  moderate 
epiacojpac^  wod  a  reformed  Lituify,  craving 


f  that  ceremonies  be  not  imposed  by 
on,  do  shift  all  ofiers  for  accommodation, 
i  do  resolve  to  set  up  their  way,  and 
ler  pretext  of  fixing  and  conforming  all 
their  rule,  for  avoiding  of  disorder  and 
ism,  (as  they  say,)  give  cause  to  appr&- 
td,  that  matters  ecclesiastic  in  England 
.  be  reduced  to  their  former  state.  This 
is  exceedingly  sadden  and  perplex  the 
rta  of  sober  good  people,  and  episcopal 
a  carry  as  if  they  concluded  nothing 
Jd  stand  in  their  way.  There  were,  last 
ik  and  this,  some  endeavours  for  getting 
etition  in  name  of  the  city,  that  religion 
;)it  be  settled  according  to  the  league 
1  covenant;  but  the  inconsiderate  and 
;  right  timeing  of  that  motion  has  ex- 
sdingly  prejudged  that  business,  if  not 
ally  crushed  the  design,  so  as  it  occa^ 
ned  a  cross  petition  by- the  most  consid- 
ible  of  the  city,  that  in  all  petitions  hcre- 
er  there  might  be  nothing  mentioned 
dch  had  a  relation  to  the  k^agiic  and 
venant,  and  that  nothing  should  be  moved 

tills  nature  to  the  common  council,  till 
eir  meeting  be  full.  It  hath  been  generally 
uited  here,  and  had  belief  with  some,  that 
e  petition  for  settling  rdigion  according  to 
e  covenant,  was  set  on  foot  and  influenced 
'  the  Scots,  and  commisHioncrs  were 
>ming  from  the  chivch :  tlicy  name  in  the 
iumals,  Mr.  Douglas  and  Mr.  Dickson,  with 

gibe.  This  was  so  openly  s()okc  of,  that, 
,  their  meedng  at  the  common  council,  it 
as  moved  by  one,  that  they  might  put  off 
leir  petition  till  the  Scots  commissioners 
une  to  town, they  being  upon  the  way; 
ad  currently  it  was  talked  of  in  and  about 
le  city,  and  I  inquired  by  divers,  if  I 
new  any  thing  of  it  ?  I  apprehend  this 
imour  has  been  industriouslv  raised  and 
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uread  by  some,  to  cast  the  greater  preju- 
ice  upon  us,  who  will  have  it  still  believed 
lat  we  are  sticklers  to  inflame  all,  and  yr^\ 
ot  rest  till  we  have  our  presbytery  ini{)osed 
pon  Enf^and,  (this  is  their  strain,)  and 
lerefore  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  king 
>  keep  on  a  force  upon  us.  I  have  done 
hat  I  could  for  vindicating  us  from  giving 
ny  ground  to  that  malicious  report,  pro- 
ssxng,  that  whatever  the  judgment  of  the 
hnreli  of  Scotland  miglit  be  as  to  thctte 


IXTRODUCTIOy.  39 

matters  (which  is  sufficiently  known),  yet 
we  had  no  hand  or  meddling  in  that  petition : 
for  my  own  part,  I  knew  nothing  of  it  till 
the  morrow  af^er  it  was  framed,  (as  indeed 
I  heard  not  of  it  till  the  Monday,  when  the 
talk  was,  that  it  was  to  be  presented  to  the 
house,)  neither  had  I  heard  of  any  commis- 
sioners coming  from  the  church.  I  said 
further,  that  from  the  northern  counties 
and  other  places,  there  had  been  endeavours 
used  to  draw  petitions  for  the  settling  of 
prcsbyterian  government;  ond  this  hath  been 
by  on  underhand  vray  set  on  foot,  by  some 
of  the  house  of  commons,  giving  this  en- 
couragement, that  the  church  of  Scotland 
would  join  with  them.  But  the  crusliing  of 
the  city  petition  will  render  all  these  motions 
ineffectual,  and,  I  fear,  give  advantage  and 
ground  to  the  episcojial  party,  who  now 
make  it  their  work  to  put  off  the  meeting  of 
a  s\-nod,  which  hitherto  hath  been  in  the 
talk  of  all,  seeking  to  settle  their  wuy  be- 
fore a  sjTiod  can  be  called.  I  see  generally 
the  cassock  men  appearing  every  where 
boldly,  the  Liturgy  in  many  places  setting 
up.  Tlie  scn'icc  in  the  chapel  at  Whitehall 
is  to  be  set  up  with  organs  and  choristers,  as 
formerly.  No  remedy  for  this  can  be  ex- 
pected from  the  parliament,  who,  for  the 
majority,  are  ready  to  set  up  episcopacy  to 
the  height  in  matters  ecclesiastical;  and 
with  the  rest  moderate  episcopacy  will  go 
do^n.  Tlie  sober  party  have  no  reser\-e 
but  in  the  king,  whose  inclinations  lead  him 
to  moderation ;  God  bless  him,  and  prevent 
the  sad  conserpicnces  which  may  come  upon 
this  way. 

"  Oiu"  noblemen  and  others  here  keep  yet 
in  n  fair  way  of  seeming  accord,  but  I  find 
a  high  loose  spirit  aj)penring  in  some  of 
them,  and  I  hear  they  talk  of  bringing  in 
episcopacy  into  Scotland;  which,  I  trust, 
they  shall  never  be  able  to  effect.  I  am 
much  saddened  ond  wearied  out  with  what 
I  heiir  and  see.  Some  Iimding  presbytcrians 
tell  me  they  must  resolve  to  close  in  with 
what  they  coll  moderate  episcopacy,  else 
open  profanity  will  upon  the  one  hand 
overwhelm  them,  or  Erastianism  (which 
may  be  the  design  of  some  statesmen)  on 
the  other.  I  am  of^cn  thinking  of  coraitv^ 
away,  for  my  stay  \\cte  \  wie  \^  V^  \\V\^ 
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purpose.  I  clearly  lee  the  general  will  not 
stand  by  the  presbyterians.  Mr.  Calamy  is 
at  a  stand  whether  to  accept  of  being  kingf  s 
chaplain,  and  I  think  it  will  not  be  much 
pressed  upon  him.  The  Idng  has  taken  into 
his  council  divers  who  were  upon  the  par- 
liament's side,  but  none  of  them  are  against 
moderate  episcopacy.  The  general  took 
me  to  his  majesty  on  Thursday  last ;  but 
the  throng  is  so  great,  I  could  hare  no 
opportunity  for  private  communication. 

'^  As  to  your  coming  up,  though  upon 
my  motion,  upon  Thursday  was  se*cnnight, 
that  you  should  be  sent  for,  the  king  did 
most  willingly  yield  to  it,  and  desired  a 
letter  might  be  drawn  to  that  purpose  by 
Lauderdale;  yet  I  am  tossed  in  my  thoughts 
about  it  since,  which  I  have  communicated 
to  Crawford  and  Lauderdale;  and  they  are 
at  a  stand  in  it.  tJ(>on  the  one  hand,  I 
consider  your  coming  might  be  of  great 
use  to  the  church  and  country  at  this  time; 
his  majesty  bearing  a  great  respect  to  you, 
would  certainly  be  much  swayed  with  your 
advice :  upon  the  other  hand,  when  I  weigh 
how  much  the  prelatical  men  do  licre  signify, 
and  what  a  jealous  eye  they  will  have  upon 
you  and  your  carriage,  bearing  no  good  will, 
I  perceive,  to  you;  and  the  public  affairs  not 
yet  put  in  a  way  of  consistency;  I  fear 
your  coming  at  this  time,  which  will  be 
attended  with  charge  and  toil,  may  give  you 
small  content,  when  you  will  find  that  you 
can  have  but  little  time  with  the  king,  and 
it  is  not  your  way  to  deal  with  any  body 
else ;  so  that  in  ten  days  you  will  weary. 
When  matters  come  to  a  greater  ripeness, 
two  or  three  months  hence,  your  coming 
may  be  of  more  use  and  satisfaction  to 
yourself,  and  advantage  to  the  public.  I 
know  the  king  will  not  be  desirous  as  yet  to 
send  for  any  other  of  the  brethren.  And  if 
I  thought  you  would  come  hither  before  the 
instructions  for  the  king's  commissioner  to 
the  parliament  were  drawn,  you  might  do 
much  good ;  else  I  know  a  little  of  your 
way,  and  am  so  tender  of  your  content,  that 
I  fear  it  will  not  be  so  convenient.  How- 
ever, I  have  put  all  off  till  I  speak  with  the 
king,  and  know  his  mind  fully  in  it.  If  I 
find  hun  positive  in  his  desire  of  yoiu*  coming, 
fmmediatcly yovL  shall  have  notice;  if  not, 


I  riud!  give  you  an  account  aoeonfiqg^ 
Pardon  my  writing  thus  confusedly  dt 
heart  unto  you.  Tour  eoming  at  tUb  time 
can  do  no  good,  I  am  peranaded^  to  the 
presbytenan  mterest  hcsre,  bot  yon  will 
expose  yourself  and  our  government  at 
home  to  more  jealouries  and  rinister  con- 
struction ;  and  for  onr  diureh  govemment, 
I  trust  it  shall  be  preserved  in  spite  of 
opposition,  and  I  would  have  you  icjeiieil 
from  inconveniences  on  all  hands,  that  job 
may  be  in  better  capacity  to  act  for  it  Ai 
for  myself,  I  see  tiiat  here  wliich  ^ves  me 
small  content,  and  were  you  here,  I  briirve 
you  would  have  less;  and  therefore  I  entrat 
I  may  have  leave  speedily  to  letnm.  I 
know  you  are  not  capable  of  being  tidied 
with  a  desire  of  seeing  die  graadeor  d 
a  court,  and  yon  would  soon  tire  were  yoa 
here ;  and  the  toil  and  diaige  of-  cooBBg 
hither,  and  returning  in  so  short  a  time,  (it 
being  necessary  you  be  at  home  agnnsttfae 
sitting  of  the  parliament,)  wfll  be  in  nr 
apprehension,  much  more  than  any  good 
can  be  done  at  this  time.  The  protested 
interest  cannot  be  kept  up,  and  I  apprehend 
the  parliament  will  handle  them  but  loo 
severely.  The  design  is  to  oveituru  ill 
since  the  3rear  1640,  and  to  make  die  kii^ 
absolute.  Elisha  Leighton  is  not  so  nqgniB- 
cant  a  person  as  that  by  ins  means  his 
brother  can  do  us  hurt." 

June  l?th,  Mr.  Sharp  answers  Mr.  Doug- 
las his  letter  of  the  5th,  and  tells  him,  thit 
since  a  thanksgiving  is  ordered  in  Enghnd, 
they  will  consider  what  is  to  be  done  in 
Scotland;  that  he  has  not  yet  got  any  return 
from  the  king  to  then*  letter,  he  is  so  throng. 
That  two  da3rs  ago  my  lord  Rothes  told  him 
he  was  taking  an  opportunity  to  deliver  that 
letter  sent  by  him.  That  the  ministers  of 
London  will  make  a  return  to  tbat  letter 
sent  them.  That  letter,  adds  he,  may  be 
owned,  and  contains  only  a  testimony  of 
your  affection  to  this  church ;  I  wish  they 
may  repay  the  like  to  you.  What  use  they 
will  make  of  it,  he  knows  not.  He  adds^ 
"  For  my  part,  whatever  construcdons  may 
be  put  on  my  way  here,  I  have  a  testimony 
that  my  endeavours  have  not  been  wanting 
for  pr6moting  the  presbytcrian  interest  ac- 
^cordin%   lo   the  covenant.    I  cannot  ny 
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they  have  been  significant,  as  matters  are 
DOW  stated.  There  are  few  ministers  of  the 
preidiyterian  persuasion  of  any  note  here,  to 
whom  I  hare  not  communicated  your  readi- 
ness to  concur  in  your  sphere,  for  advancing 
the  ends  of  the  covenant ;  and  upon  several 
occasions  both  here  and  in  Holland,  I  have 
acted  with  them  in  order  thereunto.  I  have 
Bpoke  also  with  some  of  another  judgment, 
and  given  them  an  account  of  our  prind* 
pies  and  way,  to  evidence  we  are  not  persons 
of  that  surly  temper,  nor  our  profession  so 
inconsistent  with  magistracy  and  peace,  as 
hath  been  represented.  Possibly  thereby  1 
have  not  avoided  that  fate  which  is  incident 
to  men  of  such  employment,  in  this  ticklish 
tinie;  and  therefore  must  prqiare  for  a  lash 
fimm  both  hands.  But  I  am  the  less  solici* 
tous  what  usage  I  meet  with,  that  I  am 
assured  my  ends  have  been  straight,  and  if 
I  have  fiuled  in  any  mean,  it  hath  been 
through  mistake,  and  not  any  dishonest 
purpose:  I  leave  my  reputation  to  the  Lord. 
It  is  my  duty  to  acquaint  you  from  time  to 
time  with  the  condition  of  affiurs,  as  they 
relate  to  our  cause,  and  according  to  my 
apprehensions,  to  give  you  my  collections 
from  thenu  Others  may  be  of  another 
opinion,  but  I  am  still  of  the  mind,  that  our 
inteqposing  in  their  matters  here,  further 
than  we  have  done^  will  not  bring  any 
advantage  to  our  cause,  nor  further  those 
ends  we  think  ourselves  obliged  to  pursue 
at  this  time.  I  have  not  yet  come  to 
know  his  majesty's  resolution,  for  sending 
for  some  of  the  ministers  of  Scotland :  but 
ibr  what  I  can  learn,  it  is  not  his  purpose 
to  do  it  till  his  affiiirs  here  take  some  set- 
tlemenL  He  was  pleased  last  week  to  say 
to  me  before  general  Monk,  that  he  would 
preserve  our  religion,  as  it  was  settled  in 
Scotland,  entirely  to  us.  My  stay  here  will 
be  of  no  use  upon  many  accounts ;  it  is 
most  necessary  I  come  home,  and  speak 
with  you  before  resolution  be  taken  what  is 
incumbent  to  be  done  by  you.  I  am  not 
edified  by  the  speeches  and  carriage  of 
divers  of  our  countrymen  in  reference  to  the 
covenant  and  ministry,  when  they  are  come 
up  here.  I  have  small  hopes  the  garrisons 
in  Scotland  will  be  removed;  the  Lord's 
controversy  is  iK)t  yet  at  an  end  with  us.** 


Mr.  Douglas  answers  this  in  his  to  BIr. 
Sharp,  June  19th,  and  says,  that  before  they 
heard  of  the  thanksgiving  in  England,  they 
had  {^pointed  the  day  he  writes  upon,  as  a 
day  of  thanksgiving  for  the  king's  return,  in 
the  presbytery  of  Edinburgh,  and  wrote  of 
their  appointment  to  other  presbyteries,  who, 
he  hears,  are  to  keep  the  same  day.  He 
adds,  **  I  suspect  the  king's  coronation  is 
delayed  upon  a  prelatic  interest.  I  wish 
the  king  were  crowned  before  any  thing  of 
that  nature  be  concluded  upon,  that  his 
majesty  may  not  run  to  a  contrary  oath ; 
my  heart  trembles  to  ^)prchend  any  thing 
of  that  kind.  It  were  a  happy  thing  to 
have  religion  settled  upon  covenant  terms, 
that  prelacy,  so  solemnly  cast  out,  may  not 
creep  in  agam  under  pretext  of  a  moderate 
episcopacy.  This  will  be  found  a  playing 
with  the  oath  of  God,  seeing  moderate 
episcopacy,  as  they  caH  it,  is  unlawful,  and 
a  step  to  the  highest  of  episcopacy.  Sfin- 
isters  there  need  not  deceive  themselves  by 
thinking  that  it  will  stand  there  without  the 
ceremonies,  that  is  impossible ;  and  it  is  a 
received  maxim,  no  ceremony  no  bishop, 
they  having  nothing  to  uphold  their  pomp 
but  the  ceremonies.  You  know  I  am 
against  episcopacy,  root  and  branch.  I 
wish  the  king  would  put  that  business  off 
himself,  upon  the  parliament  and  synod  of 
divines ;  and  if  they  will  have  that  moderate 
episcopacy,  let  it  be  a  deed  of  their  own, 
without  approbation  by  his  majesty.  I  fear 
our  gracious  prince  meet  widi  too  many 
temptations  from  the  generality  of  that 
people,  who  love  prelacy  and  the  Service- 
book.  I  pray  he  may  be  kept  from  doing 
that  which  may  offend  Ck)d,  who  has  deliv- 
ered him." 

June  14th,  l^Ir.  Sharp  writes  to  Mr. 
Douglas,  **  This  day  the  king  called  for  me, 
and  heard  me  speak  upon  our  church  mat- 
ters, which  I  perceive  he  does  thoroughly 
understand,  and  remembered  all  the  passages 
of  the  public  resolutions.  He  was  pleased 
again  to  profess,  that  he  was  resolved  to 
preserve  to  us  the  discipline  and  government 
of  our  church,  as  it  is  settled  among  us. 
Wlicn  I  spoke  of  calling  a  general  assembly, 
he  said  he  would  call  one  how  soon  he 
could;  but  he  t\\o\\g\\t  \\\<i  \vux\\Massv\.>Navs^^ 
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be  culled  mill  :iit  firM.  I  (mind  the  end  of 
his  majesty^B  calling  ftir  xfic,  Man  to  give  me 
notice  that  he  thouglit  it  not  convenient  to 
send  for  ministers  from  Scotland  at  present : 
when  his  afRurs  were  here  brought  to  some 
settlement,  he  would  then  have  time  and 
freedom  to  speak  with  them^and  to  send 
for  them  to  come  to  him.  He  thought  it 
was  fit  for  me  to  go  down  and  give  you 
notice  of  this,  and  the  state  of  his  nSinrn 
here,  and  that  he  would  write  by  mc  to  you ; 
and  called  to  one  of  his  bedchamber  to 
Fcck  for  your  letter,  which  I  delivered, 
saying,  it  would  be  found  in  one  of  his 
pockets,  and  a  return  should  be  sent,  and 
my  dispatch  prcfHircd  this  next  week.  I 
find  his  majesty  8i>eakin{;  of  us  and  our 
concernments  most  affectionately.  There 
hath  l)ecn  some  talk  in  the  city  of  a  petition 
from  the  ministers  alwtit  religion ;  Iwit  some 
lending  men  not  tlrinking  it  expedient,  it 
H*ns  waved.  Mr.  Calaniy,  Mr.  Mnnton,  and 
Dr.  Reynolds,  arc  sworn  chaplains:  some 
say  Mr.  Baxter  is  to  be  admitted  likewise, 
and  when  it  is  their  course  to  officiate,  thev 
are  not  tied  to  the  Uturgy,  but  others  hav- 
ing performed  that  sen-ice,  they  shall  only 
preach  till  they  Ihj  clear  to  use  it.  The 
king  hath  ordered  a  letter  to  Dr.  Reynolds 
and  Mr.  Calamy,  ordering  them  to  nominate 
ten  to  themselves,  of  their  judgment,  to 
meet  in  a  conference  with  twelve  of  the 
cj)i?ctTpal  party  whom  he  will  nominate." 

Messrs.  Dickson,  Douglas,  Woo<l,  Hamil- 
ton, Smith,  and  A.  Kcr,  write  lo  Mr.  Shar]), 
June  t^lst,  that  since  the  king  desires  he 
should  come  down,  they  are  willing  he 
come.  They  are  confident  he  will  refresii 
them  with  the  tidings  of  his  majesty's  con- 


stant  purpose,  to  preserve  to  them  their 
liberties  and  privileges,  so  solenndy  engaged 
to,  and  advantageous  to  his  majesty's  great- 
ness and  government:  they  profess  they 
never  intended,  nor  do  intend,  to  press 
presb3rterinn  government  on  other  kirks, 
otherwise  than  by  laying  Iwfore  them  the 
warrantableness  thereof  from  God's  wonl, 
and  the  efficaciousness  of  it,  being  (lod's 
ordinance,  by  his  blessin;^  to  suppress  errow 
and  profuneness.  And  particularly,  they 
thought  it  incumbent  on  them  to  lay  before 
ihi-jr  brethren  their  duty,  to  cndciivour  by 


addreascfl  to  king  and  parliament,  that  thf 
aiu  of  a  party  who  laid  aaido  the  conaiani, 
may  not  now  be  made  the  sin  of  the  natkm. 
Since  the  Lord  in  hli  gmooiis  and  wise 
providence  has  restored  tlie  kid^a  majest} 
and  parliament  to  their  jtiat  rights  and 
privii^ges,  so  notoriously  and  wickedly 
wronged  against  the  express  oMigatioQ  cf 
the  third  article  of  the  covenant;  the}'vri!<h, 
and  it  may  be  in  equity  expected,  that  the 
rights  of  God  and  of  religion,  unto  which 
there  u  an  obligation  in  the  other  articles 
should  be  established ;  that  what  is  Goirs 
may  be  gi^icn  unto  him,  as  wiiat  is  Ca»ai'4 
is  and  ought  to  be  given  to  him :  that  their 
tcmlcmess  to  his  majesty  Diakt*s  them 
desire  that  he  may  be  kept  free  firora  ^ng 
his  royal  approbation  to  prelacy  and  the 
Service-book,  and  may  rather  lay  the  whole 
matter  i\\wn  n  synod  of  diWncs,  who,  br 
peaceable  debates,  may  oonie  to  resolvr 
upon  that  which  is  most  agreeable  to  the 
word  of  God  and  upon  his  parliament,  who 
may  come  to  further  deanieas  upon  the 
result  of  their  debates. 

Mr.  Sharp,  June  IGtb,  acquaints  Mr. 
Douglas  he  had  received  by  that  post  oae 
of  the  7th,  and  two  of  the  9th,  with  the 
enclosed  paper,  **  which"  adds  he,  ••  con- 
tains matters  of  such  ample  and  important 
consequences,  as  will  take  larger  time 
to  manage,  than  I  have  in  this  place,  and 
give  work  for  employing  more  than  one 
or  two;  considering  the  king's  present 
throng,  1  would  take  three  or  four  months 
to  propose  them  in  a  wny  eflectusi, 
or  becoming  the  grandeur  of  bo  great  a 
prince.  These  arc  materials,  I  hope,  ^411 
be  laid  up  for  more  solemn  addresses,  i 
have  a  testimony,  that  I  have  not  been 
wanting  to  improve  any  opportonity  I  liad 
during  these  transactions  for  the  interest  of 
our  country  and  the  covenant.  This  will 
bear  me  up  imder  the  constructions  my 
employment  at  such  a  ticklish  junctnre  lays 
me  open  to.  I  trust  when  I  return  to 
make  it  (q)pcnr,  I  have  pursued  the  public 
ends  of  religion,  as  far  as  the  condition  of 
afTiiirs  would  bear ;  and  I  ha\'c  been  biassed 
bv  no  selfish  ends.  If  informations  \xm 
have  received  about  the  statu  of  alTairs  here, 
have  come  from  better  grounds  thau  what 
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1  have  given,  I  ihali  not  justify  my  mistake; 
but  fixr  aoy  observation  I  can  make,  I 
profess  it  still  to  be  my  o(»inion,  that  1 
know  no  considerable  numb^,  and  no  party 
ia  England,  that  will  join  with  you  £or 
aettiipg  presbyterian  government,  and  pur- 
suing the  ends  of  the  covenant.  And  albeit 
I  am  persuaded  that  our  engagements  arc 
to  be  religiously  observed ;  and  of  all  con- 
cernments, that  of  religion  ought  to  be 
secured,  yet,  with  all  submission  and  rever- 
ence to  your  judgments,  I  am  not  satisfied 
that  it  is  incumbent  to  me  (as  the  present 
btate  of  aflbirs  is  circumstanced)  to  press 
further  than  I  have  done  the  matter  of  the 
ooroDadoo  oath  in  Scotland,  and  settling  of 
preriiyterian  government  upon  this  nation, 
which  I  know  will  not  bear  it  on  many 
accounts.  And  under  coircction,  I  appre- 
hend our  doing  of  that  which  may  savour  of 
meddling  or  interposing  in  those  matters 
here,  will  exceedingly  prejudice  us,  both  as 
to  our  civil  liberty  and  settlement  of  religion. 
It  is  obvious  how  much  the  manner  of 
settling  religion  here  may  influence  the 
disturbing  and  endangering  of  our  establish- 
ment :  yet  providonce  having  concluded  us 
under  a  moral  impossilNlity  of  preventing 
this  evil;  i£,  upon  a  remote  fear  of  liazard 
to  our  reUgious  interests,  we  shall  do  that 
which  will  provoke  and  exasperate  those 
who  wait  for  an  opportunity  of  a  pretext  to 
overturn  what  the  Lord  hath  built  among 
us^  who  knows  what  sad  efiects  it  may  have? 
The  present  posture  of  aflbirs  looks  like  a 
ship  ibundered  with  the  waves  from  all 
comers, so  that  itis  not  known  what  course 
will  be  steered:  but  discerning  men  see, 
that  the  gale  is  like  to  blow  for  the  prelatic 
party ;  and  those  who  are  sober  will  yield 
to  a  lituigy  and  moderate  episcopacy, 
which  they  phrase  to  be  effectual  presbytery; 
and  by  this  salvo,  they  think  they  guard 
against  breach  of  covenant.  I  know  this 
purpose  is  not  pleasing  to  you,  neither  to 
me.  I  shall,  if  I  find  opportunity  before 
my  coming  away,  acquaint  his  majesty  with 
OS  many  of  your  desires  as  conveniency 
will  allow.  I  shall  also  make  Uiem  known 
to  such  ministers  as  I  meet  with ;  and  at 
(Tcsent,  till  a  door  be  opened  for  a  more 


effectual  way,  this  will  be  a  testimony,  tlwt 
you  are  not  uivolved  in  an  approbation  of 
what  may  pass  here  in  prejudice  of  the 
covenant.  Parliament  men  know  that  I 
have  often  spoke  to  them  of  our  firm  adr 
herence  to  the  covenant;  and  if  any  of  thciu 
would  excuse  their  not  takii^  notice  of  it, 
by  our  not  clamouring  by  papers  to  the 
house  about  it,  I  am  doubtful  they  think 
what  they  speak :  but  more  of  thb  upon  my 
return,  which  I  so  much  desire,  wlicn  I 
liave  so  much  dissatisfaction  witli  the  course 
of  affairs  here.  The  king  speaks  to  oiu- 
countrymen  about  the  affiiirs  of  Scotland 
on  Monday  next :  I  wisli  we  were  all  soon 
home,  for  little  good  is  either  gotten  or 
done  here.  The  Lord  fit  us  for  future 
trials,  and  establish  us  in  his  way." 

June  19th,  Mr.  Sharp  writes  sgain  to 
Mr.  Douglas,  acquainting  him,  "  that  he  had 
his  of  the  12th,  and  had  little  to  add :  that 
he  had  been  with  some  city  mmibtcrs,  and 
Mr.  Qower  of  Dorchester,  an  eminent  pres- 
byterian  minister,  who  speaks  nith  regret  of 
the  neglect  of  the  covenant ;  but,  says  he, 
I  see  no  effectual  way  taken  to  help  this ; 
your  exoneration  is  sufficiently  known  to 
tlicin,  and  I  wish  I  could  write  you  had  any 
encouragement  from  theni  to  go  fnrtlicr.  1 
see  little  the  presbyterians  can,  or  intend  to 
do  for  the  promoting  that  interest.  The 
surest  friends  to  our  religion  and  liberty  of 
our  countrymen,  since  they  cunic  here,  ore 
of  opinion,  that  your  further  intcrpQsuig 
can  do  no  good,  but  will  probably  bring 
hazard  to  the  settlement  among  us.  I  hope 
this  week  to  have  his  majcsty^s  letter  sig- 
nifying his  resolution  to  preserve  tlic  estob- 
libhcd  doctrine,  worship,  discipline,  and  go- 
vernment of  our  kirk,  and  that  wc  sliall 
have  a  general  assembly;  and  then  I  shall 
come  home  with  your  leave.  If  we  knew 
how  little  our  interests  are  regarded  by  the 
most  part  here,  we  would  not  much  concern 
ourselves  in  theirs.  If  we  cannot  prevent 
the  course  taken  here,  we  are  to  trust  God 
with  the  pre6er\'ation  of  whut  he  huth 
wrought  for  us.  Yesterday  his  roajcsly 
gave  audience  to  the  commissioners  from 
Ireland,  who,  among  other  desires,  inoveil, 
tliat  religion  might  be  settled  there,  as  it 
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was  in  the  days  of  the  king's  grand&ther  communicate  what  yoa  hsve  ordered  me  to 
and  fiither,that  establishment  being  the  only  do.  Our  task  is  to  wait  iipoii  God»  who 
fence  against  schism  and  confusion.  From  hath  done  great  things  we  looked  not  fir, 
this  we  may  guess  what  our  presbytcrian  |  and  can  make  thoee  mountaiiia  plaina." 


brethren  may  meet  with.  In  the  evening 
our  lords  attended  the  king,  and  general 
Monk  was  present.  Crawford  and  Lauder- 
dale spoke  so  before  the  king  for  the  re- 
moving garrisons,  that  the  general  could 
not  answer  them.  At  the  end  the  king 
desired  they  would  consult  among  them- 
selves, and  give  their  advice  about  calling  a 
parliament,  and  till  then  how  the  govern* 
ment  of  the  kingdom  was  to  be  settled. 
This  day  they  met  frequently,  and,  after 
some  debates,  not  without  heat  and  re- 
flections, it  was  referred  to  a  committee  of 
twelve  to  draw  up  a  petition  to  his  majesty, 
that  the  government  might  be  managed  by 
his  majesty,  and  the  committee  of  estates 
nominated  by  the  parliament  at  Stirling, 
until  the  sitting  of  the  parliament,  which, 
they  thought,  might  be  called  by  proclama- 
tion legally ;  and  they  humbly  desired  that 
all  the  forces  might  be  withdrawn,  and,  if  it 
seem  good  to  his  miyesty,  he  might,  in  the 
place  of  the  English  garrisons,  put  in  Scot- 
tish. Thb  paper  in  a  day  or  two  they  are 
to  present.  By  the  temper  that  appeared 
in  the  generality  of  this  meeting,  I  know 
not  what  may  be  expected  by  us;  the  Lord 
fit  us  for  the  trials  that  abide  us.  Mrs. 
Gillespie  is  come  up  to  petition  the  king 
for  the  continuance  of  her  husband's  place, 
and  he  is  thought  not  to  be  far  off." 

June  2l8t,  Mr.  Sharp  writes  to  Mr. 
Douglas,  that  his  of  the  14di  was  come 
to  him :  "  that  the  course  of  prelacy  is 
carrying  on  without  any  opposition ;  so  that 
they  who  were  for  the  moderation  thereof, 
apprehend  they  have  lost  their  game.  No 
man  knows  what  this  overdriving  will 
come  to.  The  parliament  complain  of  his 
fiajesty's  moderation,  and  that  he  does  not 
press  the  settling  all  ticut  ante,  God  only 
knows  what  temptations  and  trials  are  abid- 
ing us.  I  have  made  such  use  of  your 
papers  as  is  possible.  You  stand  exonered 
as  to  any  compliance  with  the  times,  or 
betraying  the  common  cause  by  your  silence, 
m  the  judgment  of  all  to  whom  I  have 


June  23d,  he  writes  to  Mr,  DoQ^ 
''all  is  wrong  here  as  to  diurch  wAan; 
episcopacy  will  be  oettled  here  to  the 
height;  thdr  lands  will  be  all  twHtond: 
none  of  the  presbyteriao  way  here  oppoK 
this,  or  do  any  thing  but  mourn  in  secret 
We  know  not  the  temper  of  this  people^  to 
have  any  thing  to  do  with  them.  AM 
the  bishops  in  Ireland  are  nonunate.  Br. 
Bramble  is  archbishop  of  Annagh ;  and  they 
are  to  sit  down  next  session  of  parliament 
I  am  divers  times  with  Casails  and  Lorn, 
who  are  fixed  to  us.  I  suspect*  the  genenl 
bent  of  our  countrymen  carrica  them  to 
Erastianism  among  us.  I  hear  your  pulpits 
ring  agunst  the  course  of  aflhirs  here,  and 
your  sermons  are  observed  particularly.  All 
persons  in  Enghmd,  who  have  acted  in  the 
public  contests  since  the  (year)  1640^  are 
like  to  suffer  one  way  or  other ;  and  this  will 
cast  a  copy  to  the  proceedii^  in  Scotland. 
I  find  some  very  eager  to  proeeeute  such  at 
the  next  meeting  of  the  committee  of  estates 
or  parliament." 

June  26th,  Mr.  Sharp  writes  to  Mr. 
Douglas,  that  he  had  received  his  of  the 
19th;  **  that  the  king's  coronation  ia  thought 
to  be  delayed,  upon  the  reason  he  spoke  of 
Dr.  Gauden  hath  written  i^sinst  the  cove- 
nant. Petitions  come  up  fixun  <*o^ifitiff| 
for  episcopacy  and  Litui^.  The  Lord's 
anger  is  not  turned  away.  The  geoerility 
of  the  people  are  doting  afler  prelacy  and 
the  Sarvico4x>ok.  Dr.  Crofb,  preaching 
before  the  king  last  Sabbath,  said,  that  for 
the  guilt  he  had  contracted  in  Scotland,  and 
the  injuries  he  was  brought  to  do  against 
the  church  of  England,  God  had  defeated 
him  at  Worcester,  and  pursued  his  contro- 
versy with  a  nine  years'  exile ;  and  yet  be 
would  further  pursue  him,  if  he  did  close 
with  his  enemies,  meamng  those  of  the 
prcsbyterian  persuasion,  who  are  of  the 
privy  council.  The  king  expressed  his 
dislike  after  sermon,  calling  him  a  passion- 
ate preacher.  The  episcopal  party  take  all 
methods  to    strengthen  themselves:  they 


ndicitfion,  wherein  he  declares,  that  by 
m  remonstraiiee  they  intended  not  to 
ichide  the  king,  but  proposed,  if  they  had 
nried  the  Tictory  at  Hamilton,  to  hare 
ined  him :  in  it.  Sir  John  insbts  upon  his 
iteomplying  with  the  EngKsh,  and  refusing 
fieea  under  them.  Lauderdale  and  Cassils 
«  boA  eonrineed  we  ought  not  to  meddle 
ith  the  aAirs  of  England.  We  thought 
9Bt  to  put  oiT  the  speakii^  to  the  king  of 

general  assendily,  till  he  signify  his 
eaame  about  calling  a  pariiament.  Some 
*  our  noUemen  here  are  against  the 
ivenant  and  a  general  assembly,  men  of 
y  principle  railing  i^nst  the  ministiy; 
It  the  leading  sober  men  are  for  both; 
dy  diey  difler  about  the  time  of  calling 
le  assembly:  if  it  should  be  before  the 
iriiament,  it  would  have  no  authority; 
id  they  fesr  you  would  be  too  tendw  of 
le  remonstrators,  for  they  are  resolved  to 
ke  oirder  widi  the  remonstrance  at  the 
iriianieiit.  Some  think  the  assembly 
^ght  rit  before  the  parliament,  but  most 
e  fbr  its  rifting  afterwards.  In  the  king's 
sdaration  for  calling  a  general  assembly, 
■iderdale  and  I  were  thinking  it  is  fit 
e  aasemblies  at  St.  Andrews  and  Dundee 
)  mentioned  as  what  his  majesty  owns; 
liidi  will  put  a  bar  upon  the  elections  of 
nonstrators,  or  dse  they  must  renounce 
dr  judgment.   We  were  speaking  whether 

were  fit  that  die  assembly  which  was 
terrupted  by  Lilbum,  1653,  should  be 
Bed  to  sit  again.  These  hints  I  give 
lo,  that  you  may  send  your  mind,  and  a 
ang^t  for  calling  an  assembly  in  the  way 
«i  would  have  it.  When  it  shall  please 
9d  to  give  it  us,  it  will  be  expected  that 
e  remonstrance,  protestation,  and  all  that 
■A  followed,  be  disclaimed.  Cassils  thinks 
lu  went  too  fiir  in  your  propositions  for  \ 
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ave  reprinted  Bfr.  Jenkinses  PtetitM>nin  the   peace;  and  that  they  not  being  embraced, 
^ower,  and  Recantation   Sermon.     Some    you  ought  not  now  to  stand  to  them,  but, 
dmstersof  the  dty  tell  me  they  are  endeav-    for  the  vindication  of  the  government  of 
iiring  to  promote  a  petition,  that  religion  ,  our  church,  you  ought  to  disown  all  the 
my  be  settled  with  moderation;  yet,  for  '  absurdities  of  the  protesters.    I  know  no 
raidiiig  oflbnce  they  will  not  take  notice  of    call  nor  shadow  of  reason  for  us  to  mingle 
le  covenant,  or  preabyterian  government.**    with  what  relates  to  the  English  church. 
By  another  letter  of  the  same  date,  Mr.    The  prc^>yterxan  nunisters  are  now  busy  to 
hmp  tells  Mr.  Douglas,  **  That  he  had    get  terins  of  moderation  from  the  episco- 
a  paper  of  ffir  John  Chiesly's,  in  his    palians.    There  are  discontents  and  grum- 
blings, but  die  episcopal  men  have  the  wind 
of  them,  and  know  how  to  make  use  of  it. 
I  am  convinced  your  coming  up,  cither 
before  this,  or  now,  would  have  been  to  no 
advantage,  but  much  to   your  discontent 
afterwards  the  opportunity,  I  believe,  will 
be  far  more  seasonable.    A  fKend  of  Lam- 
bert's did  move,  that  the  king  should  send 
Lauderdale  to  the  Tower,  to  speak  with 
him  privately,  and  he  would  discover  all 
the   treacheries    in    Scotland,  which    he 
knows  better  than    any  Englishman:  he 
promised  he  would  send    Lauderdale   to 
Lambert,  to  know  these  villanies.    I  find 
the  king  bears  no  respect  to  Loudon  or 
Lothian.    Dr.  Reynolds,  Mr.  Manton,  and 
Baxter,  were  this  day  with  the  king.    Mr. 
Calamy  is  ill  of  the  gout.    Mr.  Ash  tells 
me  they  ^ill  write  an  answer  to  yours. 
The  king,  after  the  general  and  chamberlain 
had  spoke  to  him  of  endeavouring  recon- 
ciliation betwixt  episcopal  men  and  others, 
said,  he  would   make  them  agree.    The 
calling  of  a  synod  is  put  off.    The  king 
having  spoke  the  other  night  of  Mr.  Cant*s 
passionatcness,  fell  a  commending  of  you. 
I  have  spoke  with  Broghill  to  the  full,  and 
cleared  his  mistake  of  any  stirs  among  us ; 
he  professeth  great  fHend^ip  for  us.*' 

By  his  next  to  Mr.  Douglas,  June  28di, 
Mr.  Sharp  tells  him,  •*  I  cannot  see  how  it 
is  possible  for  me,  or  any  one  else,  to  man- 
age the  business  committed  to  me  by  your 
letters  of  the  other  week,  with  any  shadow 
of  advantage;  but  a  certain  prgudice  will 
follow  upon  our  further  moving  in  these  par- 
ticulars, that  arc  so  disgustfid  here.  I  am 
baited  upon  all  occasions  with  the  act  of  the 
We8t-kiric,and  the  dedaration  at  Dunferm- 
line. The  protesters  will  not  be  wdcome 
here;  thdr  doom  is  dight,  unless  somc,^ 
nj)on  design  of  bcisV\le\m\ft  camc  ^\n\&\ow,^n^ 
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them  countenance,  whidi  I  hear  whifpered 
among  some  noblemen.  No  good  will  fol- 
low on  the  accommodation  with  the  qnaco- 
pal  party;  lor  these  who  profess  the presby- 
terian  way,  resolve  to  admit  moderate  epis- 
copacy;  and  the  mani^ng  this  business  by 
papers  will  undo  them :  the  episcopal  men 
will  catch  at  any  advantage  they  get  by  their 
concessions,  and*  after  all,  resolve  to  cany 
their  own  way.  Those  motions,  about  their 
putting  in  writing  what  they  would  desire  in 
point  of  accommodation,  are  but  to  gain 
time,  and  prevent  petitionings,  and  smooth 
over  matters  till  the  episcopal  men  be  more 
strengthened.  I  find  that  there  is  a  conjeo* 
ture,  and  not  without  ground,  that  ^fiddle- 
ton  will  be  commissioner  to  the  parliament. 
The  garrisons  will  not  be  taken  off  till  next 
summer.  The  committee  of  estates  will  sit 
down,  and  make  work  for  the  next  parlia- 
ment, which  wiU  be  soon  called.  The  ki^g 
hath  declared  his  resolution  not  to  meddle 
with  our  church  government;  which  hath 
quieted  the  damourings  of  some  ranting  men 
here,  as  if  it  were  easy  to  set  up  episcopacy 
among  us.  I  saw  this  day  a  letter  from  one 
in  Paris,  that  some  learned  protestants  in 
France,  and  of  the  professors  at  Leyden, 
were  writing  for  the  lawfulness  of  episoo* 
pacy;  and,  if  the  king  would  write  to  the 
assembly  in  Charenton,  July  next,  there 
would  be  no  doubt  of  their  approving  his 
IHirpose  to  settle  episcopacy  in  England. 
Our  noblemen  who  are  of  any  worth,  are 
fiist  enough  against  ^iscopacy  amongst  us ; 
but  I  suspect  some  of  them  are  so  upon  a 
state  interest  nther  than  conscience,  and  all 
incline  to  bring  our  church  government  to  a 
subordination  to  the  civil  power.  The  com- 
mittee of  estates  and  parliament  will  exercise 
severity  against  the  protesters.  It  will  be 
yet  ten  days  before  I  get  off.*' 

Mr.  Sharp  writes  another  letter  to  Mr. 
Douglas,  June  26th,  and  signifies  liis  receipt 
of  that  of  the  Slst,  and  his  satisfaction  that 
they  have  given  him  leave  to  return ;  and 
runs  out  upon  the  great  mercy  of  die  king's 
restoration ;  and  adds,  "  although  we  want 
not  oar  lean,  let  us  procure  what  is  wanting 
by  prayer,  and  not  dwell  too  much  on  fear, 
lest  we  BOUT  our  spirits  :*'  that  he  writes  this, 
Atcuite  he  beara  some  in  Scotland  cast 


down  all  that  is  done,  because  the  grot 
workofrelbnnationiaiiotdone.    Headds, 
**  yesterday  I  asked  our  firiendi,  hanBBt  Ifr. 
Godfirey   aad    Mr.    Swinton,  what   the| 
thought  was  fit  for  ua  to  do  at  praNtt? 
They  answered  they  saw  nothii^  femaning, 
but  prayer  and  wairiqg  on  God.    Theother 
day,  Mr.  Cahmiy,  Dr.  Reynolds,  Mr.  Baxter, 
and  Mr.  Ash,  had  a  confisrcnoe  with  the 
king,    whose   moderation   and    sweetness 
much  satisfied  them.    It  issued  in  this,  that 
the  king  desired  them  to  draw  up  in  writ 
the  lengths  they  could  go  for  meetii^  those 
of  the  quscopal  way;   and  promised  he 
would  order  the  prelates  and  their  odhcrants 
to  draw  their  condescensions,  and  afUr  he 
had  seen  both,  he  would  bfing  them  to  an 
accommodation,  in  spite  of  all  who  would 
oppose  it.    Some  friends  of  the  presbyteriso 
way  are  very  solicitous  about  this  buanesi^ 
fearing  that  what  they  do  now  may  conduds 
all  their  party,  and  leat  tb^  faJ)  into  an 
error  m  liming,  which  cannot  be  retncted^ 
that  is,  if  they  ffve  in  their  paper  of  con- 
cessions^ those  will  be  hud  hold  on,  and 
made  use  of  by  the  other  party  as  granted; 
and  yet  they  remit  nothing  o£  their  way, 
and  so  break  all  with  advanti^ :   I  qnks 
to  them  to  guard  against  those  inconveni* 
ences.    Mr.  Calamy  sent  to  me  yesterdsy, 
to  tell  mc  of  their  proceedings ;  but  I  told 
him  and  others  I  would  not  meddle  io 
those  matters;  that  their  accommodatkm, 
and  falling  in  to  moderate  c|^scopacy  and 
reformed  Litui]gy,  was  destructive  to  the 
settlement  among  us.    Next  week  they  are 
to  have  meetings  on  these  heads;   but  I 
see  not  through  them,  and  expect  no  good 
of  them." 

July  3d,  Mr.  Douglas  acknowledges  the 
receipt  of  Mr.  Sharp's  of  the  23d,  36th,  and 
28th,  and  notices,  that  Crofls's  seditious 
sermon  before  the  king  is  much  like  the 
way  of  the  usurpers,  wlio  justified  all  their 
procedure  by  the  signal  providence  of  God 
against  the  royal  family.  Crofta^s  sermon, 
and  Oauden's  book,  says  he,  may  stir  up 
men  to  speak  for  presbytery  agnioBt  prebcy. 
He  desires  him,  when  he  comes  oO^  to 
appoint  some  to  receive  letters  firom  them, 
and  deliver  tliem  to  Lauderdale.  *  After 
lUis,"  adds  he,   **  assemblies  are   not  to 
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eare  civil  matters  with  eccleriastic; 
i  wishcth  that  the  king  were  inibnned 
I,  that,  after  our  brethren  went  from 
r  proceedings  were  abstract  from  all 
Run ;  and  he  is  confident,  when  the 
Ay  sits,  all  those  former  ways  will  be 
side.*'  That  same  day  he  writes 
r  letter  to  Mr.  Sharp ;  and  as  to  his 
hers  preaching  against  the  course  car^ 
m  in  England,  he  says,  **  except  it  be 
f  that  the  kirk  of  England  be  settled 
faig  to  the  word  of  God,  and  the  king 
ot&unent  directed,  we  meddle  not 
England;  neither  con  it  be  thought 
re  should  preach  against  prelacy  in 
id,  where  there  are  none  of  that  way 
r  us.     Some  indeed  here  make  it  their 

0  possess  people  with  the  king's  purw 
yfxing  in  prelacy  to  Scotland,  which 
lecessitate  me  often  in  public  to  vin- 
his  majesty,  and  signify  he  hath  never 
ered  any  such  purpose,  but  rather 
led  the  contrary,  which  hath  satisfied 
;  people  here  who  were  discouraged 
nich  apprehensions.  If  it  be  your 
it  court  that  we  should  not  speak  of 
terial  government  in  Scotland,  and 
ur  covenant  may  be  kept  here,  then  I 
never  to  be  of  it,  for  we  had  never 
need,  considering  the  temper  of  many 
ind  our  countrymen  with  yoa.  Mr. 
Stirling  and  Mr.  Gillespie  came  to  me 

1  meeting  of  the  protesters,  desiring 
join  with  them  in  a  representation  to 
bg,  but  I  declined  this,  as  I  hinted 
!  in  one  of  mine.  I  think  an  assembly 
t  sit  till  the  government  of  the  nation 
tied  5  but  when  the  parliament  has  sit, 

be  necessary.  I  have  sent  you  the 
hit  of  a  proclamation  for  a  free  gene- 
lembly;  or  if  his  majesty  will  have  the 
Uy  that  was  raised,  1053,  a  small  al- 
m  will  make  it  answer.  (This  draught 
lexed.*)     I  think  it  necessary,  that 


m^JU  o/tt  Pmdamatiim  far  an  AssemUy. 
rka,  by  Um  grace  of  God  king  of  Scotland, 
id,  Fraooe,  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the 
to  tmr  lovltes,  herald%  metRDgert,  our 
I  In  that  part,  coiguDctly  and  severally, 
[f  ooDBtitute,  greeting '.—Forasmuch  an, 
h  and  upon  occasion  <n  the  looseneas  and 
don  of  these  late  times,  divers  disorders 
rokm  forth  In  the  church  of  tbh  our  an> 
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when  the  king  intimates  a  pariiament,  a 
petition  come  from  this  to  his  majesty,  for 
his  convening  that  assembly  pro  re  naia; 
upon  which  petition,  a  proclamation  may  be 
issued.  Let  our  noble  friends  know  of  this, 
and  such  a  petition  may  be  soon  got. 

**  As  to  what  you  write  of  the  dechutition 
at  Dunfermline,  I  wsis  one  who  went  to  hia 
majesty  with  it  first,  before  any  commission- 
era  were  stint ;  and,  afler  hearing  his  scruples, 
he  knows,  if  he  remember,  that  I  did  no 
more  press  him  with  it;  and  when  I  re* 
turned,  I  endeavoured  to  satisfy  the  com- 
missioneraj  and  when  they  were  naming 
other  commissionera  to  send  again  to  his 
majesty,  I  said,  I  would  not  go;  and  they 
thought  me  too  favourable  a  messenger  for 
such  an  errand,  and  sent  good  Mr.  Hamil- 
ton, with  some  whom  they  thought  would 
press  it  more :  and  af^  his  majesty  had 
signed  it,  and  written  a  ^-ery  honest  letter 
to  the  commission,  to  alter  some  expressions 
in  the  declaration,  the  protcstera  carried  it 
by  multitudes,  that  not  one  word  of  it 
should  be  altered. 

**  As  for  the  act  of  the  West-kirk,  I  ^all 
declare  to  you  the  truth  of  that  business, 
for  none  can  do  it  better  than  Mr.  Didcson, 
Andrew  Ker,  and  L  We  met  first  at  Ldth, 
Mr.  Dickson,  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Thomas 
Kirkaldy,  and  I  only,  all  the  rest  were  pro* 
testers.  When  such  an  act  was  offered,  we 
debated  on  it  about  the  space  of  three 
hours,  and  finding  them  obstinate,  I  being 
moderator,  dissolved  the  meeting.  After 
that,  the  officers  being  dealt  with  by  them, 
a  great  many  of  them  professed  that  they 
would  not  fight  at  all,  except  they  got 
somethmg  of  that  nature,  and  upon  that 
there  was  a  meeting  at  the  West-kirk  drawn 
on  for  accommodation,  where  the  quorum 
was  twenty-three  ministers,  eighteen  of 
whom  were  for  satisfying  the  officers  with 
such  an  act ;  and  nine  ruUng  eldera,  six  of 


rient  kingdom  of  Scotland,  which  we  do  hold  it 
our  duty,  in  our  royal  station,  to  heal  oud  re- 
strain by  proper  and  fit  remedies :  and  consid- 
ering that  national  and  general  aasemblies  are 
the  most  proper  and  effectual  remedies  for  pre- 
venting and  coring  sach  distempers  within  this 
church;  and  that  notwithstaoding  there  are 
divers  laws  and  acta  oC  Y^WamciA  ^i  Vb\%>i\ny 
dom,  wamnUng  and  i«cwVn|t^^  twxVwA 
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whom  were  violent  for  it.  Mesara.  Dickson, 
Hamilton,  Kirkaldy,  and  I,  were  still 
against  it,  till  after  conference,  two  of  us, 
with  some  of  them,  after  solemn  protest  a^ 
tion,  that  there  shoidd  be  no  use  made 
thereof,  but  to  show  it  to  the  ofiiccre  for 
satisfaction,  it  was  agreed  on  by  that  plu- 
rality that  it  should  be  enacted,  which  was 
carried  to  the  committee  of  estates  by  them; 
and  npproven  there ;  and  it  was  by  me  en- 
closed in  a  letter  to  David  Lesly,  in  which 
I  declared  it  was  merely  for  satisfaction  of 
some  officers,  that  now  they  might  fight 
against  the  common  enemy.  My  memory 
Bcrres  me  not  to  declare  what  further  was 
in  it,  yet,  notwithstanding  of  all  professions 
to  the  contrary,  it  was  iniblished  that  night 
in  print,  without  either  my  hand  at  it  as 
moderator,  or  Mr.  Ker's  us  clerk ;  which 
afterwards  was  made  evident  at  Perth,  and 
the  chancellor  being  posed,  who  gave  war- 
rant to  print  it  ?  he  [trofessed  publicly  he 
gave  none.  The  king's  subscribing  the 
declaration  at  Dunfermline,  made  the  act 
null :  but  that  did  not  satisfy  us,  after  we 
saw  their  way  which  they  took,  notwith- 
standing of  his  majesty's  subscription,  con- 
tinuing to  oppose  all  the  resolutions  which 
were  taken  for  his  majesty's  prcscrv-ation, 
and  the  kingdom's  defence  |  and  in  the 
assembly  at  St.  Andrews  and  Dundee, 
where    his    majesty's     commissioner    was 


winblin  wHhin  the  same,  and  it  hath  tN>en  thu 
laudable  practica  of  our  royal  predecewors  to 
authorise  and  countenance  these  nicetinffj,  and 
we  ounelveii  were  grarloualy  pleased  to  honour 
the  assembly  at  St.  Andrews  and  Dundee  with 
the  presence  of  our  cominisMioner ;  yet  the  armed 
violence  of  the  late  usurper  did  not  spare  to  make 
forcible  intetrraption  to  thetie  meetings^  so  that 
the  same  have  been  intermitted  for  a  Jong  time: 
and  seeing  it  hath  pleased  God  graciously  and 
wonderfully  to  restore  us  to  our  just  and  ancient 
right  and  government,  and  to  hear  and  satisfy 
the  earnest  prayers  and  desires  of  the  good  people 
of  this  nation  in  tiiat  behalf,  we  are  resolved  to 
Improve  the  power  and  authority  he  has  given 
us,  to  his  honour,  and  for  promoting  and  ad- 
vancing relij^on  and  piety,  and  repreiwing  error, 
pirofaneness,  and  disonler  within  this  kingdom, 
and,  in  order  to  these  ends,  to  apply  and  re- 
store these  remedies,  which  hare  been  so  long 
wantinz  and  withholden  upon  the  occasion  fore- 
said.    Therefore  we  have  thought  fit  to  indict 
and  call  a  general  assembly,  and,  by  these  pro> 
■ents,  we  do  indict,  appoint,  and  ordain  a  free 
geoeral  assembly  of  this  church,  to  be  kept 
andholdai  »t  Edinburgh  the  day  of  \ 


present*  the  assanbly  took  to  tfadr  cm- 
sidentfion  that  act  of  the  Wcst>Juik,  mA 
put  an  esplicatioa  upon  h.  It  is  not  fiiii 
enough,  because  by  the  enemy's  oomiog 
to  Fife,  we  were  fivced  to  go  to  Dundee. 
Thereafter  our  troubles  growing  upon  as, 
after  much  hot  debate  about  the  condemn- 
ing it  altogether,  havmg  so  many  to  deal 
with  in  that  troublesome  time,  the  aasqahly 
only  came  this  length;  I  hope  the  neit 
assembly  shall  make  it  full  enough. 

^  Two  things  would  be  wdl  cousiderad: 
these  men  now  caUed  protesters  wore  noC 
then  discovered  to  be  such  enemies  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  kingdom  as  alterwsnl 
they  appeared;    and  therefore  paiiis  «u 
taken   to   condescend  in  some  thiags  to 
keep  them  fiist :  and  next,  they  had  iafectBd 
many  of  the  officers,  who  woe  nmde  on 
willing  to  fight,  except  they  were  maaied 
in  their  scnqiles,  and  we  behoved  to  coo- 
descend  in  some  things  to  eqgege  thcs^  as 
in  granting  a  warrant  to  raise  an  aanyin 
the  west,  to  encourage  tiicm  to  fight.    But 
after  they  were  found  to  fidl  on  the  lumwji 
strance,  and  those  waya*  there  was  nerar 
any  thing  in  the  least  yidded  to  then,  ■ 
all  our  procedure  will  make  evident  wfaei 
seen  by  a  general  assembly,  which  will  be 
to  us  a  standing  testimony  of  onr  honeity 
and  reality  in  pursuing  his  majesty's  intcrot 
and  the  kingdoms,  in  onr 


next,  at  which  time  w«  poifoas.  Gad  wiHisf, 
that  a  commiMiuner  from  as  shall  be  tbcn^  ^ 
represent  us  and  our  authority;  and  w«  will 
and  ordain,  that  presbyteries,  and  othHta  coik 
oemed,  may  choosey  elect,  and  senMl  thdr  cook 
missioners  to  that  meeting. 

Our  will  is  faerefbre^  and  we  Aaifs  yso 
strai|(htly,  and  eonunand,  that,  hioontineDt  these 
our  letters  seen,  you  pass,  and  make  puUir^l«n 
hereof  at  the  market-cross  of  EldnibvRlit  ^ 
other  burghs  of  this  kingdom,  whcr8Uiai|li 
none  pretend  ignorance;  and  that  yoa  wm 
tliercat  all  and  sundry  prewbytwias^  and  othoi 
concerned  in  the  election  ol  comnAisaioDflrs  to 
general  assemblies,  to  the  effect  aforeaaid^  and 
also  all  commiKsioners  from  presbyteries,  and 
others  having  plaice  and  >'ote  in  iwnnhliis,  f» 
repair  and  address  themselves  to  the  said  taws 
of  Edinburgh,  the  said  day  of  and  to 

attend  the  said  assembly  darins  tlie  tfaae  thsnsf, 
and  aye  and  while  the  same  be  diasolTed;  and 
to  do  and  perform  all  which,  to  their  charges,  is 
snch  rases  appcrtaineth,  as  they  will  answer  ts 
the  contrsry. 

Per  Rkgkii. 
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Thft  iBiiictwMtnictioiti  of  thoic 
k  yoOySiade  me  it  such  kogth  hy  befae 
I  whit  wMfcv  iiifiwwt  vQu  91  thflM  maltBn.'* 
idlj  fitii,  Mr.  DcNi^  addiy  *■  In  iny  last 
ptrioohtd  the  mttcr  of  tfaeacoonamodft- 
L  Bfy  thoqgbts  of  h  ire,  1.  That  the 
MM  of  ofiees  anii  otdinanecBy  iriiich 
^  to  bo  of  Cfariit^a  appuiiiUiioDl^  idmit 
.  «£a  Ittitude  to  come  tod  go  npon: 
idi  thejraippotc^wfao  by  wayof  tryitingp 
I  commiHioiii  md  ooodeiccoiakMM  in  the 
fliv  of  epnoopocy^  and  the  Senrioe-boob. 
1^  thair  aaooaunodatioa  they  yield  tip 
it  tiMyfaad  gpaned  throogh  the  bleiai^g 
Bod  by  the  laboun  of  a  lemed  awem- 
,  and  wm  agreed  to  by  the  parliaaMnt. 
Kot  oaly  their  cooceiwoni  will  be  im- 
iVBy  aa  yon  veU  obaenrc^  but  alio  what- 
rtfw  faHnrcUsta  may  happen  to  coode- 
idtoai  ^Jiamiit,  md  fiuwmiwn  popuktm, 
f  arU  flotkeap  longer  than  th^find  a 
to  atcp  ofcr  at  their  own  eaie, 
woDtad  neuriit*  \Eneur  pfeaent  car^ 
^isi  theopen  appearancca  of  the  mott 
Imt  of  them,  mafcca  thia  plain.  4k  I 
ieae  thoaa  leamad  men  will»on  aecood 

that  it  is  a  taak^if  not 
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lUiiBila^  yai  very  dilfieult  to  propose 
wfaiek  may  satisfy  the  presby- 
itt  raglaad,  withont  conference  with 
■i  and  oommnnication  of  cmmsels.  For 
ind  that  the  odium  of  the 
lie  not  on  them,  it  may  be 
«cted  fiom  their  wisdom  that  th^  will 
laanMof  •  aseetiBg  of  the  honest  and 
np4  lMn  of  ^16  mnistfy  to  consider 
Ihas  aMMar.-  &  Whatever  be  the  event 
[ '  tttActil^  It 'will  be  a  comfort  to  honest 
^  Aey  bid  BD  hand  in  the  re-introduction 
ACMIbfaigi  Aey  cannot  be  free  of  in  a 
(tjof  traaity  and  condescennon.  Those 
llP'bef^g  considered,  we  cannot  approve 
iMi  way,  and  you  do  well  not  to  meddle 

JBk  Sharp  writes  to  fifr.  Douglas,  July 
imd  aaya,  *  I  lately  spoke  with  some 
>*  bapfe  the  dnef  management,  and  had 
Mtluuity  to  dear  the  intcg^ty  of  honest 
i^  flom  ttm  year  1051,  to  this.  For  any 
Ifil  can  observe,  the  king  and  his  min- 
ra  have  such  a  resentment  of  the  pro- 
ten*  way,  diat  wc  shali  aeed  rather  to 


plead  aooM  iodulgence^  than  fear  any  fiffour. 
Lauderdale  deniea  he  sent  way  letter  to 
Ifr.  Piitrick  Gilleqiie;  ndaU  his  eloquence 
will  acaree  secure  him  from  being  acoount- 
ahle,  when  an  hiquisition  is  made  into  the 
affronts  he  put  upon  the  kmg  and  his 
authority,  and  hia  intrusiona  upon  the  town 
and  uwvenity.  The  Mag  toU  the  four 
prestQrtcrian  mkiistcni  at  their  last  confer 
enoe^  he  would  have  the  diurch  of  Ei^land 
govensed  by  faidiopB.  And  when  it  was 
repUeit  that  they  were  not  enemies  to 
riguhited  episcopacy,  he  bid  them  put  in 
writ  their  concessioDs,  nd  what  regulations 
they  tlKmght  nesdfuL  He  promised  that 
none  of  them  should  be  pressed  to  con- 
formity, until  a  synod  delennined  that 
point,  and  that  all  who  had  cnterod  mto 
livings  whose  incumbenls  Me  dead,  should 
be  condmied^  and  others  befbro  tlmy  were 
outed,  dioald  be  prafvided  fiib  They  Imve 
had  several  meetings  sbce.  At  their  first, 
th^  voted  they  would  treat  with  the 
episc^Ml  party  upon  bishop  Usher's  redoc 
tion;  but  I  apprehend  they  will  go  a 
Ipreatcr  length, and  toHnannw  IshaUknow 
of  Mr.  Galasay  the  paitieulan.  I  traat  you 
will  not  thmk  it  convenient  I  be  peeaent  at 
meetiogs  where  aoch  ronre—'nna  are  ande. 
The  ki^g  will  gm  onr  eountrymen  thdr 
answer  vecysooni  and  it  is,  that  theoom- 
mittee  of  estates  will  speedi^  sit  down, 
with  limitations  as  to  the  time^  and  their 
proceeding  as  to  sequestratiotts,  or  finings, 
till  the  parliament  nti  If  the  accounts  here 
of  e&pressions  ndniaters  use  in  their  pulpits 
be  true,  I  wish  ministers  would  moderate 
their  paasions  at  such  a  time.'* 

By  another  letter,  same  date^  Mir.  Sharp 
acqnainta  Mr.  Doi^^  **  That  he  sees  no 
ground  to  think  undeserving  men  will  be  in 
request,  as  is  reported  with  them  in  Scotland  • 
I  have,  adds  he^  acquainted  the  king's  prime 
minister  with  Mr.  OiUespie's  rhMkrat^tf^  jn 
case  he  come  here:  I  have  also  acquainted 
that  great  man  with  your  deservii^  of  the 
king.  The  king  hath  not  yet  considered 
how  to  mani^  his  affiirs  as  to  Scotland, 
and  all  he  sajrs  to  onr  oonntrymen  here 
will  be  but  for  the  fiishion.  That  which 
will  be  eflbctoal,  must  proceed  from  his 
cabinet  coundl,  c0Dni{ds%Q(  iStas«n\«ciaQA« 
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whom  he  will  call  in  a  few  daji,  and  set 
apart  some  time  with  them  on  purpose  to 
manage  Scots  aflkira.  Middleton  idU  be 
commissioner,  who  professeth  a  great  re- 
gard to  you.  I  apprdiend  Olencaim  will 
be  diancelior,  Crawford  treasurer,  New- 
burgh  secretary.  Sir  Archibald  Primrose 
faster,  Blr.  John  Fletdier  advocate.  Cten- 
eral  Bfonk  derires  you  may  write  to  the 
presbyterian  ministers  in  the  north  of  Ire- 
land, to  leave  oflTtbcMr  indiscreet  preach- 
ing against  the  king,  and  not  praying  for 
him.  I  hope  these  reports  are  aggravated, 
but  since  the  commissionerB  of  that  king- 
dom have  petitioned  for  episcopacy,  I  am 
afraid  they  be  persecuted.  Cassils  is  honest, 
but  not  for  this  court." 

Mr.  Douglas  answers  the  two  last,  July 
12th.  As  to  the  expressions  in  pulpits,  he 
says,  some  men  take  a  liberty  to  speak, 
which  will  not  be  remecficd  but  by  a 
general  assembly ;  and  if  this  be  meant  of 
others  who  have  been  all  along  for  the 
king,  'tis  but  a  calumny,  'lis  another  for- 
gery which  you  write,  of  the  ministers  of 
the  north  df  Ireland;  Mr.  Pteter  Bkdr  is 
just  now  come  over,  and  assures  us  they  all 
pFsy  most  cordially  for  his  majesty.  I  hear 
of  some  protesters  in  the  north  of  Scot- 
land who  pn^  not  for  the  king,  but  none  in 
Ireland.  A  general  assembly  will  help  us, 
and  g^ve  tiiem  advice  in  Ireland.  Your 
matters  at  London  are  yet  a  mystery  to  me. 

July  7th,  Mr.  Sharp  writes  to  Mr.  Doug^- 
las  he  had  his  June  26th.  "  The  ministers 
have  had  several  meetings  at  Sion  College 
mnce  my  last:  tiiey  have  many  debates, 
and  are  not  all  in  one  mind ;  yet  they  have 
all  agreed  to  bishop  Usher^s  model,  to  set 
forms,  and  an  amended  Liturgy;  they  desire 
freedom  from  the  ceremonies.  Some  yester- 
day spoke  in  the  house  for  tpiacopacy,  and 
Bfr.  Bainfield  speaking  against  it,  was  hissed 
down.  Tlie  Knglish  lawyers  have  given  in 
papers  to  show  that  tiie  bishops  have  not 
been  outed  by  law.  The  doud  is  more 
dark  timn  was  apprdiended.  Messrs.  Hart, 
Bkhardson,  and  Kays,  are  to  be  in  town 
this  mght  from  the  ministers  of  the  north 
of  Ireland.  Their  coming  is  ill  taken  by 
l2ie  cfwnmjfwtioners  fr^cmi  the  convention 
An^  who  Imre  petitkmed  for  episcopacy. 


Affiiirs  begin  to  be  embroQed  here ;  menj 
fear  a  break.  Tlie  presbyteriana  are  like  to 
be  ground  betwixt  two  miUstones.  The 
papists  and  fimatics  are  busy.  Argyle  is 
this  day  come  to  town»  and  he  will  not  be 
welcome.'* 

July  10th,  Mr.  Sharp  writes  to  Blr. 
Douglas,  that  Crofts  is  dischai^  the 
court.  The  quacopal  men  are  bowing  a 
litde;  die  presbyteriana  have  finished  their 
concessions;  the  issue  will  be  the  cmittii^ 
of  a  dedaration  by  the  king  about  moderate 
episcopacy,  amended  litnigy,  and  dispenni^ 
with  the  ceremonies.  They  will  subject  to 
any  episcopacy;  they  will  act  undo*  mo- 
derate episcopacy,  and  own  bishops  may  be 
acknowledged  as  civil  officers  imposed  by 
the  kii^.  I  find  no  inclinatioa  in  the  kiqg 
to  meddle  with  our  church  goverament 
The  marquis  of  Argyle  was  sent  to  the 
Tower  last  Lord's  day.  He  adds,  **  He  is 
not  of  their  mind,  who  would  not  have  you 
preach  for  prcsbyterial  government,  iH^ng 
i^  the  covenant,  and  keq>ing  out  prelacy 
from  Scotland ;  but  I  am  still  of  the  opinion^ 
that  there  is  neither  neceasify,  nor  advn- 
tage  to  meddle  with  the  settleaoent,  whether 
dvil  or  ecdesiastic,  here  in  England.  Desr 
bought  experience  should  make  us  waiy  of 
mingling  with  tiie  concerns  of  a  peoi^e, 
who  bew  no  regard  to  us.  You*!!  bive 
many  letters  as  to  the  manner  of  Argy^n 
commitment,  and  I  say  nothing  of  tt.  His 
warrant  mentions  tiie  cause  to  be  h^ 
treason,  whether  for  past  actii^s,  or  what 
he  may  do  at  this  time  agmnst  the  king's 
interest,  I  know  not.  This  day  the  lord 
Lorn  was  permitted  to  see  his  fiitiier.  m 
endeavour  to  move  that  one  of  the  in> 
structions  to  the  committee  of  estates  may 
be  to  sec  to  the  preserving  the  government 
of  the  kirk,  and  particularly  of  the  acts  of 
the  general  assembly  at  St.  Andrews  and 
Dundee,  and  then  that  after  the  pariiament 
a  general  assembly  be  called.  I  donbt  if 
the  motion,  for  the  king^s  taking  notice  of 
the  assemblies  since  the  intermption  of  his 
government,  take.  I  have  frequently  ob- 
served in  converse  here  for  our  vimfication 
that  by  the  influence  of  tiie  protestii^ 
party  among  us,  we  were  led  out  to  some 
exoi\At8aidca  iM>t  cbar^^able  on  us  or  our 
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H<KiCit  C— il«,  Loudon.  Lochiwi. 
ad  Lorn,  have  been  pfeswig  a  oonfaenoe 
ctee  the  king^  with  OrawfiMni,  Lauderdale, 
iatbea.  and  Giencaim,  to  debate  the  ex- 
«dieRcy  of  a  committee  of  estatea;  but 
his,  savouring  of  faction  and  diriinony  ia 
kot  liked  bjr  the  king.  The  motive  of 
JlaMnla  and  the  rest  for  avoiding  the  com- 
aittec^  is  the  apprehension  they  have  of 
be  ochcff^  design  to  quaml  the  parliament, 
AW,Kad  so  to  lender  their  actings  cul- 
eble.  I  engine  in  no  party,  while  I  am 
lec^  that  I  may  know  how  the  wheels 
Bove.  There  is  a  necessity  I  get  and  keep 
cquaintanre  with  the  episcopal  party,  as 
rell  aa  piesl^yterians,  and  with  those  about 
ourt  who  manage  the  king's  aflbirs  though 
bcj  be  no  fiienda  to  presbyterians,  though 
will  iwNby  be  exposed  to  the  construc- 
ions  oi  men*  I  am  confident  the  king 
flth  no  purpose  to  wrong  our  church  in 
cr  settlement;  my  greatest  fear  b  their 
atrpdiiring  Erastianism*  Chancellor  Hyde, 
od  those  of  that  party,  will  have  Middleton 
onmiasiODQr,  and  some  of  our  noblemen 
isve  told  the  king  it  is  their  desire  he  be 
be  HMO.    'Tis  probable  Lauderdale  will 
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July  19th,  Mr«, Douglas  answers  the  last, 
md  telJs  Mr  Shaip,  **  That  there  is  no  fear 
iC  their  meddling  with  civil  affiors  in  their 
ndicatories :  we^  adds  he,  have  reason  to 
Enow  that  these  are  to  be  kept  distinct  with- 
lot  encroachment.  When  the  king  grants  a 
goncfBl  assembly,  it.  will  be  seen  how  oon- 
astentpresbyteiy  is  with  monarchy  I  was 
Mvcr  ugii^  for  an  assemblly  before,  or  in 
ine  of  parliament*  It  shall  be  sufficient  to 
u,  that  nothing  be  done  in  parliament  to  the 
vqudioe  of  our  established  kirk  government, 
lad  that  the  aasembly  be  indicted  shortly 
iftcr.  I  think  it  will  do  as  well,  that  the 
aembcn  of  the  assembly  be  chosen  after 
he  established  order,  as  that  the  last  a»- 
«mUy  be  called.  Some  of  the  protesters 
«e  here  met,  they  will  get  none  of  us  to 
on  them  in  what  they  do.*' 

July  81st,  Mr.  Dou^as  writes  again,  and 
Icsires  Mr.  Sharp  to  give  the  ludy  Acgyle 
lU  the  comfort  and  assibtance  he  can  when 
the  cornea  up  to  see  her  lord.  lie  adds, 
'  When  Sir  James  Stuart  and  Sir  Johu 


Chiesly  were  seixe  J,  Mr.  Gillespie  was  here 
at  the  meeting  of  protesters,  and  saw  fit  to 
remove.  Two  came  to  me  from  the  meet- 
ing, and  desired  we  would  join  them  in  a 
letter  to  the  king  anent  episcopacy  in  Eng- 
land. I  told  them  we  could  not  join  with 
them  in  any  thiqg  of  that  kind ;  and  wished 
them  to  consider  that  the  circumstances 
they  stood  in,  with  reference  to  the  king, 
were  not  good.  When  they  asked  me^  if 
I  thought  not  it  requisite  to  bear  testimony 
against  prelacy  there?  I  answered,  I  thought 
not;  and  told  them,  I  was  afraid  it  mig^t 
be  hurtful  to  them ;  and  we  could  not,  to 
any  advantage,  press  any  thiug  now  for 
England.  I  hear  they  have  resolved  to  do 
nothing  at  this  time ;  but,  if  any  thing  were 
done  in  reference  to  the  remonstrance,  they 
would  give  their  testimony." 

Mr.  Sharp  writes  to  Mr.  Douglas,  July 
14th,  **  that  he  had  conununicatc  .  his 
thoughts  upon  the  accommodation  to  the 
brethren  of  the  city.  They  have  some 
sense  of  the  ioconveniencies  you  mention  j 
but  they  excuse  themselves  from  the  preseujt 
necessity  they  are  under,  and  the  duty  they 
owe  to  the  peace  of  the  church.  They 
gave  in  their  paper  to  the  king  on  Tuesday 
last,  which  he  ordered  them  not  to  com? 
municate,  till  he  nuwle  his  pleasure  known. 
Afker  he  heard  them  read  it,  he  cqm^ 
mended  it,  as  savouring  of  Icamiog  and 
moderation,  and  hoped  it  might  give  a 
beginning  to  a  good  settlement  in  the 
church.  When  I  heard  of  the  contents  of 
that  paper,  I  asked  if  they  thought  it  con- 
sistent with  thfiir  covenant  engsgementsP 
They  said  they  judged  so^  for  they  had 
only  yielded  to  a  constant  prcccduicy  and 
a  reformed  Liturgy.  I  fear  they  have  here- 
by given  a  knife  to  cut  their  own  throats, 
and  do  find  the  episcopalians  prosecuto 
their  own  wqy.  This  morning  the  king 
called  me  to  his  closet  alone,  where  I  had 
the  opportunity  to  give  a  full  information, 
as  to  all  those  particulars  you  by  your 
former  letter  did  desire;  and,  I  must  si^, 
we  have  cause  to  bless  the  Lord  f<y  so 
gracious  a  long.  A  letter  will  be  writ  in  a 
day  or  two,  and  I  will  get  off.  Ere  long 
the  parliament  will  rcbtore  the  bihhops* 
lands.    There  at^  usiveKtMsX  vATO\^yjtta\v^  v]^ 
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the  qectkm  of  many  honcal  minittcn 
througliout  the  land,  and  the  re-admuaion 
of  many  not  well  yialified." 

Next  po6ty  Jtfr.  Sharp  wiitet  to  Mr. 
DouglaSy  and  acquaints  him,  **  That  upon 
Monday  there  was  a  long  and  a  hot  debate 
in  the  house  of  commons  about  religion. 
The  high  episcopal  men  laboured  to  put  to 
the  question  the  whole  complex  business 
about  doctrine,  worship,  discipline,  and  gov- 
ernment of  the  church  of  £ngland,  that 
none  other  should  take  place,  but  what  was 
according  to  law.  The  other  side^  consist* 
ing  of  presbyterians,  Le,£or  the  most  part 
moderate  episcopal  men,  uiged,  that  the 
particular  about  doctrine  might  only  at  that 
time  be  put  to  the  question.  Ailer  debates 
till  night,  it  came  to  this  issuer  that  the 
house  should  adjourn  the  takii^  the  matter 
of  religion  into  their  consideration  until  the 
fi3d  of  October;  and,  in  the  mean  time, 
they  should  detire  his  majesty  to  take  the 
advice  of  s<nne  divines  about  the  settling 
and  composing  of  difierences  about  church 
matters.  Thus  all  is  put  into  his  miyesty's 
hands.  Whether  this  shall  contribute  to 
the  regulating  or  heightening  the  episcopal 
way,  there  ore  different  conjectures :  how* 
ever,  all  offices  in  the  church  and  universi- 
ties are  just  filling  with  men  of  that  way. 
Two  ministers  from  Ireland,  Mr.  Kays,  an 
Englishman,  and  Mr.  Bichardson,  a  Scots- 
man, came  to  town  some  time  since;  they 
have  been  several  times  with  me,  and  let  me 
see  their  address,  signed  by  sixty  ministers 
and  upwards,  and  their  letter  to  the  London 
ministers.  Thdr  address  is  well  penned, 
and  contains  nothing  which  can  give  offence, 
unless  the  episcopalians  except  against  the 
designing  the  king  to  be  our  covenanted 
king,  and  engaged  against  error  and  schism, 
popery  and  prelacy;  and  therefore  pray, 
that  reformation  may  be  settled  according 
to  the  covenant.  The  London  nunistcrs 
civilly  received  them,  but  I  do  not  hear  of 
their  assisting  them.  I  have  given  them 
advice  as  to  the  managing  of  their  employ- 
ment^ and  have  made  way  for  them  to  the 
general,  if  by  him  they  may  have  access  to 
the  long.  I  have  brought  them  to  my  lord 
CSassila^  and  am  to  take  them  to  Crawford 
sad  Idttiderdale,    I  tan  afitud  their  success 


be  little;  bat  k  is  well  they  are  oone  ovtr, 
to  vindicate  tbeaqwnioiia  caat  upon  chem 
aa  to  undutifiilness,  end  to  dMm  wtmt 
abatement  of  the  rigour  and  peneentioB 
they  have  caoae  to  foar  firom  the  prriatca. 
They  have  need,  honest  men,  of  oar  pragnn; 
for  the  crusfaiqg  of  then  will  blast  the 
Lord's  work,  in  that  kingdom,  in  the  bod 
I  told  you  in  ay  last,  that  oo  Satordi^  I 
was  with  the  ki^g:  the  sum  of  what  he  ii 
graciously  pleased  to  grant  aa  to  dmrcb 
matters,  was  by  his  order  cast  into  a  letter, 
which  was  read  to  him  on  Monday,  and 
approven,  I  being  preaent,  and  onleeed  to 
be  put  M  imtfu/o,  for  signing  with  hia  hsa^ 
and  affixing  his  privy  seaL  I  trust  it  shaH 
be  refreshing  to  all  honest  men,  (and  be 
gives  the  heada  of  it,  which  need  not  be 
here  insert)  He  adds.  This  ia  all  I  oonU 
desire^  as  matters  are  atated;  and  I  adore 
the  goodness  of  God,  who  hath  broogbt 
my  six  months*  toilsome  employment  to  tliii 
issue.  I  have  asserted  our  cause  to  his 
majesty  and  others,  and  pleaded  for  pity 
and  compassion  to  our  opposers.  I  hate 
not  spoke  of  any  thing  savouring  of  aevcritj 
or  revenge.  I  had  almost  forgot  my  mjgiBg 
his  majesty  to  call  a  general  assembly,  whkk 
he  told  me,  could  not  now  be  xesolTednpoa 
as  to  the  time,  till  he  shonld  more  follj 
advise  about  ordering  his  afiairs  in  Scotland. 
And,  upon  the  motion  of  his  owning  the 
assembly  at  St.  Andrews,  1651,  he  readily 
yielded  to  it,  as  the  fittest  expedient  ta 
testify  his  approbation  of  our  cause,  end  hit 
pleasure  that  the  disorders  of  our  ehnreh 
be  remedied  in  the  approven  way.  Yon 
will  easily  see  why  he  could  not  own  these 
asseml^ies,  that  were  holden  after  the  in- 
terruptions of  his  government." 

July  86th,  Mr.  Sharp  acquaints  Mr. 
Douglas,  that  several  of  our  oountiymen 
are  not  satisfied  vnth  the  luig's  gradous 
declaration  as  to  the  preserving  our  gov- 
ernment. I  am  advised  to  put  oflT  my 
journey  two  or  three  days,  that  I  may  take 
care  that,  by  instructions  to  the  committee 
of  estates,  the  king's  assurance  in  hia  letter 
may  be  made  good;  and  probaUy  those 
instructions  will  be  perfected  this  week. 
The  king*s  condescension,  that  the  acts  and 
BUthonty  of  the  giencral  assembly  at  St. 
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imdnfn  ud  Dowlee  be  oimtd,  doth  take  ftindi  wuh  nther  he  were  tried  before  the 
1  tbe  mH  of  the  rnmmiMinn  pracedoig  it.  kfa^.  No  petition  from  the  protegtew  -will 
^poD  mj  Botioa  of  it  to  lue  vmjatf,  he  be  Acceptable  to  the  klqg.    I  wonder  how 

the  leatons  I  gsfe,  Item  '  dioy  expeot  yoa  ehooldy  by  a  conjunction 
and  oon.  After  tiM '  with  them,  infohe  yooTKlf  in  their  gnill 
tiie  ■■nnibiy»  I  hopc^  will  be !  and  hanKL  Their  remonstrenoe  will  be 
■iictfid.  A»  BOOB  as  the  Jdag  hath  nomi*  eenrared  Yeeterdi^  the  king  went  to  the 
■ladaaeeretarftlriiall  lesfe  the  copy  of 
he  prodamatiaB  yoa  aent  with  him,  for 
aUag  tlie  aaaembly.  I  gave  you  aceonnt, 
■  tkoMthyOf  the  laife  opportunity  I  had 
mA  fan  luajeaty  to  clear  you  from  all 
and  aq)erNoni,  according  to  tlie 
of  tiiie  infonnation  you  lent  nej 
md  the  king  is  lenMhla  the  ■tretches  came 
toBi  the  orarbearing  away  of  thoae  men. 
Ve  hear  here  of  another  meeting  of  theint 
K'Wirii  they  would  forlieartlMmi  and  if  they 
briicar  them  not  Sn  time,  they  idll  draw  a 
dback  upon  theaMehrea.  You  will  hate  Imd 
kNm  of  the  king's  answer  to  the  paper 
naeMtadby  our  lords:  after  inaini linns  of 
na  great  icgard  for  Seotland,  he  tells  them, 
he  field  forces  sliaD  be  witlidrawn  presently, 
he  gamaooi  as  soon  as  may  be,  and  the 
laiiiaunof  BUiubuigiLi»aB  soon  as  a  8oottirii 
ivriaon  can  be  raised*  The  conunittee  of 
Malea  sits  down»  August  Sdd^and  is  not 
90  BOddle  with  peraons  or  estates,  and  to 
iD  vp  their  mnnber  with  those^  who,  by 
iflnsooatrance  or  otherwise^  hafo  not  dis* 
dsuned  the  king^s  aotliority:  the  proda- 
nsnoB  for  tins  eoomuttee  is  preparaig* 
fhe  proceedings  to  settle  episcopacy  in 
P'tf**^  ^"^  Ireland  go  on  apace:  the 
MwpB  will  be  ^leedily  nominate  for  Eng- 
land, as  they  are  moatly  already  for  Ireland. 
Iko'  brethren  fron  Ireland  are  at  a  great 
itand  what  to  do:  the  general,  Manchester, 
or  any  person  of  interest,  refuse  to  intro- 
loee  them  to  the  kin^  if  they  present  their 
iddraaSi  They  ha*^  writ  to  tlicir  brethren 
for  adrice.  The  most  they  can  expect,  will 
be  a  foffbearsnce  a  little  in  the  exercise  of 
their  ministry,  but  they  will  not  be  permitted 
to  meet  in  presbyteries,  or  a  synod.  I  give 
dKB  all  the  assistance  I  can,  tiiough  they 
jet  none  from  the  city  ministera. 

Mr.  Sharp  writes  next,  July  S8th,  and 
tcUs  fifr.  BouglBs,  that  Aigyle  will  be  sent 
iovn  to  the  parlJament^  to  be  tried :  his  [  frcm  Messrs.  Galamy,  Ash,  and  Manfeoa^i«i 


house,  and,  in  an  exodlent  speech,  pressed 
an  indemnity  to  aU  who  had  not  an  hmne- 
diate  hand  in  his  fother's  murder.  I  spoke 
tins  day  widi  our  brediren  from  Irdsnd, 
who  tdl  me,  by  the  adrice  of  their  best 
friends  here^  they  are  restored  to  expunge 
out  of  their  address  the  expressions  which 
migfat  be  most  oflbnave^  and  to  tender  a 
smooth  one  to  his  mi^esty,  without  men* 
tbning  thor  exception  against  prelacy,  or 
cTBving  reformation  according  to  the  coto- 
nant;  and  tlie  drift  of  their  desires  are,  to 
be  pennitted  the  excrdse  of  their  ministry, 
and  such  a  discipline  as  may  guard  against 
error  and  profimeneas.  By  Us  next,  of 
August  4th,  to  Mr.  Dooglaa,  he  tells  him. 
That  the  two  brethren  from  Ireland  had 
been  with  him,  and  signified,  tliat  yesterday 
they  had  been  introduced  to  die  king,  who 
reeeived  their  addreas  and  petition,  (which 
th^  did  smooth,)  and  canised  read  them, 
and  spoke  kindly  to  them,  bidding  tiiem  be 
confident,  diey  should  be  protected  in  their 
mimstry,  and  not  imposed  upon ;  he  would 
gite  orders  to  the  dqmty  of  Ireland  to  hate 
a  tender  rq;ard  of  them.  They  are  going 
home  much  satisfied  with  this  answer. 

August  11th,  Mr.  Sharp  dgidfies,  ^  That 
the  i^iprehensions  of  Scotsmen  here  are 
much  altered,  since  his  mi^ty  hath  been 
pleased  to  yield  to  wliat  I  humUy  ofibred, 
by  his  condescenaons  in  that  letter.  I 
thought,  it  was  not  amiss  to  acquaint  several 
here  with  it ;  and  their  expressions  about 
the  government  of  our  church  are  much 
moderated.  The  letter  of  the  ndnisters  of 
London,  in  answer  to  yours,  is,  after  much 
belabouring,  signed  by  them ;  and  I  am  to 
have  it  to-morrow.  The  episcopal  party 
here  are  still  increasing  in  number,  as  weU 
as  confidence.  Some  think,  they  fiy  so 
high,  that  they  will  undo  their  own  interest.'* 
This  collection  of  letters  ends  with  a  letter 
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IKTRODL'CTIOK. 
of  Edinbui^,  <       I  hare  cfadua  to  gine  this  inunduciwe 


uswer  to  that  of  the  I 

of  June  lAh,  and  ii  u  iium,*  uii  with  moMly  in  tbe  vm  words  oT  the  lettsi 
ihu  I  ihall  ciMuJude  thii  extract,  and  lai^  thenMclvea,  and  I  h»«  omhted  nothkf  a 
titbrenate  of  this  correspoDdaii.-G.  The  tbnn  I  thought  necenarf  to  gire  ligfai  t« 
kinfc'a  letter  to  Or.  Dougtas,  to  be  com-  thu  great  change  of  aSaim.  Souie  thkai 
nniDJeated  to  the  preabytery  of  Edinburgh,  I  minute,  and  of  no  peat  importBnoe  in  tbcn- 
with  what  followed  thoeupon,  wili  come  in  -  wlm,  are  inaerted,  becanae  tbej  tend  li> 
upon  the  hittory  itscl£  ^vc  li^t  toothermBtteraof  greatv  woghl. 


M*lltOD|    to    Mt..    . 

I)dU(Im,  Jamn  ILunllion,  John   Smith,  snd 

Gnir)[a     llulfhlaon,    LoBdoo,     AogiM     lOcb, 

IGliO. 

ItfTfnnd  aiul  MotpiI  bnlhrrn, 
Wc  hail  •noun'  rplunir'l  our  tbuilu  In  you, 
fur  ysur  brathf rly  HluUilon  and  nnnabruHw 
U  ui^  but  Ibat  wc  upcclnl  the  canTsiicncy  uf 
Mr.  Shwp'ii  rrlurn,  hnpiiig  by  that  limp  thing* 
Wnuld  KTiiw  U>  nrh  a  cAntlMoiry,  (hat  we 
ulKht  b«  Bbl«  to  gira  you  a  uliiJaclory  accouui 
of  thu  alnln  ut'  rrllginn  among  lu.  Vit  do,  irith 
yon,  hmrtily  rrjnire  in  the  fitum  nl  our  wre- 
nign  (atlM  «MrpiM«f  gomriiroriit  over  ihoM 
hh  kiiwd.i>ni> ;  and  m  w«  iiiiiimt  bill  own  murh 
of  (Jmlln  thu  wnyaf  bringine  it  almtil,  hi  we 
Imk  u)nii  (hit  thing  Itaelf  as  lbs  fruit  of  pniyen, 
■nil  k  luiTiy  not  lu  b«  funiiillrn-  Ililhprto  our 
Ond  hath  heliml  U!i,  in  breaking  the  formidable 
power  uf  HCturini,  rauidne  theni  to  fall  by  tbe 
viidinm  of  their  uwn  alteinpti,  aiid  in  restoring 
to  uii  our  nnriiml  guTemmi'iil  after  so  many 
tlir  only  proper  baain  to  nuppart  the 


uiwtil , , 

1  all  thoae  thingis  concf nilng  whirh  we  bai 
liumlily  naught  to  bim,  be  accumplished  and 
bniiiglit  about.  Wr  hnirlUy  tbauk  you  fur  your 
kind  Bud  brotherly  eiiraurufmirtitii,  and  •ball  In 

mninl  rrforuulioii,  aci-ontliig  to  the  bniid>  yi'I 
rOTUaining  upon  our  own  roiiBrleniv^  and  our 
n^ewed  proleraionii  before  CjihI  and  man ;  and 

nnd  >ad  dlarauragnnenu  In  the  wurli,  vet  wa 
hupp  nar  God  will  carry  us  through  ali  ililtlrul- 
tin  mid  bnzanla,  at  length  ranae  tbr  fiiunda- 
lioni  now  laid  to  <tii.-reaw  into  aprrf«:t  buildiii|F, 
that  lhl>  lop-Btime  may  be  brought  forth  with 
■hoiuingi,  aud  bis  ptiiiile  cry,  Uracc,  grace  uuto 
it. 

We  lde«  God  on  your  behelf,  that  yonr  war- 
hri'  in  ill  a  great  measure  actompliihed,  and  the 
■  hurrii  or  t^hrint,  and  the  iiiti^rnia  tbemf,  so 
liir  iiwnnl  in  Snillimd,  on  lo  be  lerured,  not  only 
III  llm  iiuiforni  auhntliidun  of  Ihn  people,  but 
nl  ii>  lif  tiin-^  and  Ihoir  milirmed  by  the  roynl 
"■-■111,  n  tinupllrntlon  of  blnBlngis  whlrh  yet 

■*•■  Vlii||il at  V'.imbind  hath  nut  obMned  and 

"' ''•  ""  r'loiil''  ourvlTT*  murh  from  the 

»l-<l<.>.i.|.i..il,i.iHli-lnuenry  of  bin  royal  niajetly) 

""'   |"-l">li"- iik<'  ■nddruly 'to  obtain: 

fh  1.I-...  „^  iMiH.dli  bii,  ihr  niiiilminure  of 
I  "MI  |.t.,|i,fl  t,„  «,*,  In  ihlitlay  uC  oormndicln 


nMinada  that,  en  the  «a«  aid*,  wb  may  uiiifM 
by  any  forwaidneu  and  rigid  rounirb  of  mr 
mm,  hazard  the  pcare  asd  aafety  «f  a  late  »dly 
diitempcreil,  and  nul  yel  healed  oatiao,  and  « 
the  oilier  aide,  by  undue  compliance*,  datnr 
[lie  hw«a  of  a  bqrun  rHbniution.     We  hare  M 

plra ;  the  general  ilream  and  current  it  for  tki 
old  prelacy  In  all  Iti  potnp  and  hrigfil,  and 
therefum  II  cannM  be  hoped  for,  Ibat  th*  pn»- 
bytrrial  gaTemineni  (buuld  be  owned  a*  Ihi 
public  egtabllahment  of  thli  nation,  while  tb( 
^  ide  runneth  ao  atnicigly  that  wmy ;  and  th*  bva 
uleraliou  of  it  will  certuoly  pmuuce  a  miacbie( 
whllit  papista,  and  KcUriea  of  all  •orta,  wiH 
wind  in  tkcmadra  undirtlw  oavcrt  of  Hck  a 
famur:  therefore  no  coone  Hcmelh  likely  to  ni 
to  leiDre  religion  and  the  InteraU  ofChriit 
Jtaua  onr  Lvd,  b«t  by  naldng  pieabytery  a 
part  of  thepubliceitabluhment;  whiiJiwillDiil 
be  pRected  but  by  modenkling  and  reducing  epi4- 
:opacy  to  the  form  of  ■ynodialgoTemmtnt.uid 
L  mutual  cundnccndenry  of  both  parties  in  wme 
esMT  (hing^  wbirb  fully  rome  within  the  lati- 
tude of  allowable  dilTmneea  in  the  churrh.  Thii 
■  all  w«  can  for  the  present  hope  for;  and  if  « 
rould  obtain  it,  we  should  acniunt  It  a  merry, 
md  the  best  expedient  to  ease  hla  majesly,  in  Iiii 
grrat  difficulties  about  the  mailer  of  religioii; 
-  '  we  hope  none  that  fear  God  aud  serk  tbc 
.  »  of  Sic.n,  considering  the  i 
of  our  offiiirs,  will  Interprpt  tl 
■  -iTHtion  from  our  prii   "  ' 

■  curenaoi:    but  if  « 

■  must  be  content,  with  prayen  and  Iran, 
commend  our  cause  l«  God,  and,  by  uirIi 
d  humble  sufreringn,  to  wult  upon  him,  until 

be  pleaaed  to  prepare  tbe  hparts  of  the  peopi* 
-  bin  beautiful  work,  and  to  bring  bin  waTi 

(at  which  iJicy  are  now  ao  much  Bcandaliied) 

into  requeat  with  thnn. 

Tliu^  we  hare,  with  all  phklnnni  and  runplt- 

clty  of  heart,  laid  forth  our  itniM  befurr  yiiu. 

who  again  1h^  yonr  advice  and  pTHyrri.  aiftd 

heartily  recommend  you  to  the  Lord's  grace,  is 

Your  lo*ing  brethren, 

and  felfow.labvunra  in  tbe  imrL 

of  the  GoapeJ, 

Directed,  EiiM.  CtiKtr, 

Id  ourreverend  and  highly         StxaoN  Atu, 

Fiteemrd  hrpthren,  Tuo.  Mantdv. 

!Ha.  Uavii,  DicasoK, 

Mh,    Kobert  UuidLA^ 

Ma.  jAHrji  Hamiltok, 
Mb.  John  Ssitk,  and 
Ma.  GuacB  IIiTrHisow, 
tbcMpraient,  Edinburgh. 


'  apufllasy  fn^ 

•t  oMain  thih 

and  Iran, 
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h  this  abbreviate  be  lai^ger  than 
ret  I  hoped  it  might  hacre  been, 
nag  a  wimmary  of  upwards  of 
ta  of  paper,  and  a  great  variety 
both  as  to  the  church  of  Scot" 
natters  in  Ei^and  at  this  critical 
nd  nothing  being  left  out  that 
r  this  pert  of  our  history,  I  flatter 
will  not  be  unacceptable  to  the 
flder.  I  could  not  avoid  some 
,  neither  could  I,  without  spend- 
tfane  than  I  had  to  allow,  reduce 
tive  to  any  other  method  than 
!  imder  in  the  letters  themselves ; 
is,  the  reader  hath  the  benefit  of 
B  the  very  words  of  the  writers. 
^ges  in  them  need  to  be  explained, 
not  willing  to  write  notes  upon 
let  them  continue  in  their  own 
IS.  A  few  warm  passages,  rdative 
unhappy  debates,  I  thought  good 
I  of  no  great  use  to  us  now. 
le  whole,  this  abstract  will  give  a 
,  than  I  have  any  where  seen,  of 


the  apostasy  of  that  vident  persecutor  Mr 
Sharp,  and  hoiw  inconsistent  he  proved 
with  his  own  pretensioDs  and  profiBsdons. 
I  suspect,  and  there  seems  ground  for  it 
firom  what  is  above,  that  Mr.  Sharp,  BIr. 
Ld^too,  bishop  Sideser^  and  others  at 
London,  were  concerting  the  overthrow  of 
the  church  of  Scotland,  with  the  high-fliers 
in  England,  when  Mr.  Sharp  is  writing 
such  letters  as  we  have  seen,  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  waving  and  burying  the  triplica- 
tions made  to  him  by  the  reverend  mimsters 
of  Edinburgh.  Ajod  here  we  have  an 
undoubted  proof  of  the  diligence,  activity, 
and  faithfiihiess^  of  worthy  Mr.  Douglas, 
and  the  rest  of  the  ministers  who  joined 
him :  and,  when  we  compare  what  is  above 
insert,  with  what  shall  occur  in  the  body  of 
the  history,  as  to  the  letter  to  the  preabj - 
tery  of  Edinburgh,  and  die  senses  put  upon 
ity  the  reader  must  observe  tiie  disingenu- 
ous and  base  tridk  put  upon  the  church  of 
Scothmd  therein.  I  come  now  to  the 
history  it  ael£ 
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FROM  THE  RESTORATION  1060^  TO  THE  PENTLAND  ENOAGEMENT  lOOOL 


IfifiOL   ^^^  hMYy  penecution  of  presby- 
teriaoi  in  Scotland,  from  the  restora- 
tion 1660  to  the  revolution  1688,18  as  ama- 
Bng  in  the  springs  of  it,  as  surprising  in  its 
nature  and  circnmstances :  and  the  following 
nanstiTe  of  it  will  open  a  Teiy  horrid  scene 
of  oppression,  hardships,  and  cruelty,  which, 
were  it  not  inoontestably  true,  and  wdl 
voucbed  and  supported,  could  not  be  cred- 
ited in  after  i^es.    I  am  persuaded  the 
advocates  fixr  the  methods  taken  during  the 
two  reigns  I  am  to  describe,  must  be  put 
hard  to  it,  to  assign  any  tolerable  reason  of 
so  much  ungrateful  and  unparalleled  severity, 
against  a  set  of  persons  who  had,  with 
the  greatest  warmth  and  firmness,  appeared 
for  the  king's  interest,  when  at  its  lowest, 
and  su&red  so  much,  and  so  long,  for  their 
loyalty  to  him,  in  the  time  of  the  usurpation. 
The  violences  of  this  period,  and  the 
playing    one    part    of  protestants    against 
another,  in  my  opinion,  can  no  way  be  so 
wdl  accounted  fiir,  as  when  lodged  at  the 
door  of  papists,  and  our  Scots  prdates; 
who,  geaciaUy  qpeaking,  were  much  of  a 
ipirit  with  them.    Indeed  so  much  of  the 
^mel,  bloody,  and  tyrannical  spirit  of  anti- 
duist,  runs  throu^  the  laws  and  actings  of 
this  period,  as  makes  this  very  evident  to 


me.  I  am  not  so  uncharitable  as  to  charge 
with  popery  all  the  prelatists,  who  hdd 
hand  to,  and  were  the  authors  of  dus  perse- 
cution; but  I  am  veiy  sure  they  played 
the  game  of  Rome  very  fiwt,  and  bewrayed 
too  much  of  one  of  the  worst  branches  of 
popery,  a  cruel  persecuting  temper,  towards 
such  who  differed  from  them  for  conscience' 
sake. 

It  is  useless,  and  in  some  cases  unfair,  to 
load  princes  with  aU  the  iniquity  committed 
under  their  reign :  how  far  king  Charles  IL 
was  chargeable  with  all  the  steps  taken  by 
those  he  made  use  of  in  Scotland,  is  not  my 
business  to  determine.  It  is  probable  he 
wished,  when  it  was  too  late,  that  he  had 
less  followed  the  counsels  of  France  and  his 
brother.  Whether  the  two  brothers,  in 
their  exile,  or  almost  with  their  milk,  drunk 
in  the  spirit  and  temper  of  popery;  whether 
both  of  them  in  their  wanderings  were  pres- 
ent at  mass,  and  assisted  at  processions; 
whether  the  eldest  died  as  really  in  the 
communion  of  the  church  of  Rome,  as  his 
brother  gave  out,  I  do  not  say :  but  to  me  it 
is  evident,  and,  ere  I  end,  will  be  so  to  this 
reader,  that  under  their  rdgns,  matters,  both 
in  Scotland  and  England,  were  ripening 
very  fast  toward  po^^er}vxi^«\«^«r3,  "^n^ 


li 


58 


THE  HISTORY  OF 


._^  thing  pointed  this  way,  and  frvoured 
the  daiiing  project  of  Rome  and 
France,  the  rooting  out  the  northern  heresy. 
The  hasty  dissolution  of  the  parliament  of 
England,  which  had  socheerfidlyinfited  the 
}dng  home,  most  of  whom  were  firm  protes- 
tants ;  the  gradual  putting  of  the  most  im- 
portant posts  and  trusts  in  the  hands  of  such 
as  were  indifierent  to  all  religions,  and  no 
enemies  to  that  of  Rome;  the  breaking  in 
opon  the  constitution,  liberties,  and  excellent 
laws  of  Scotland;  the  erident  caressing  and 
showing  finrour  to  every  person  and  course 
that  tended  to  advance  arbitrary  government 
and  the  enlaigement  of  the  prerogative,  and 
served  to  abridge  the  power  of  parliament 
and  liberty  of  the  sulject;  the  open  tolera- 
tion of  papists;  the  plain  spite  and  hatred 
which  appeared  against  the  Dutch  and 
Holland,  the  great  bulwark  of  the  refor- 
mation abroad;  the  burning  of  London; 
the  Dover  league ;  the  mighty  cfibrts  made 
to  compass  a  popish  succession,  and  many 
other  things,  put  it  beyond  all  question, 
that  papists  were  not  only  open,  but  very 
sucoessfiil  in  their  designs,  during  this 
period. 

Among  all  their  projects,  they  succeeded 
in  none  more  than  that  of  playing  our  Scots 
bishops,  and  their  supporters,  against  the 
presbyterians.  And  nothing  could  more 
advance  the  hellish  design,  than  the  remov- 
ii^  out  of  the  way  such  zealous  protestants 
and  excellent  patriots,  as  the  noble  marquis 
of  Ai^gyle,  the  good  lord  Warriston,  and  the 
bold  and  worthy  Mr.  James  Guthrie.  No- 
thing oould  gratify  the  papists  more  than  the 
banishing  such  eminent  lights,  as  the  reve- 
rend Messrs.  M'Ward,  Livingstone,  Brown, 
Nevoy,  Trail,  Simpson,  and  others;  together 
with  the  illegal  imprisoning  and  confining, 
without  any  crime,  libel,  or  cause  assigned, 
such  excellent  gentlemen  as  Sir  George 
MaxweU  of  Nether  Pollock,  Sir  William 
Cunningham  of  Cunningham-head,  Sir  Hugh 
Campbell  of  Cesnock,  Sir  William  Muir  of 
RowaUan,  Sir  James  Stuart,  provost  of  Edin- 
burgh, Sir  John  Chicsly  of  Carsewell,m^or- 
general  Montgomery,  brother  to  the  earl  of 
Eglinton,  major  Holbum,  George  Porterfield 
and  John  Graham,  provosts  of  Glasgow,  with 
several  others  who  wiDl  come  to  be  no^ed 
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in  this  book.  By  such  itq»  as  those^  and 
others  to  be  mentioned  in  the  pwyew  of 
this  history,  popery  moonted  tiie  tfarane^  and 
our  holy  rdi^oo  and  excellent  oonttitntkm 
were  broogfat  lo  the  greatest  danger  and  the 
very  brink  of  ruin;  from  which,  bj  a  HKSt 
extraordinary  appeacance  of  pnnridencc^  the 
Lord  delivered  us  at  the  late  happiy  revofai- 
tion,  which,  under  God,  we  owe  to  the  newer- 
tote-forgotten  king  William,  of  immonal 
memory. 

In  my  accounts  of  the  barbarities  of  this 
unh^py  time,  I  shall  go  throogh  the  trans- 
actions of  each  year  as  thqr  lie  in  order, 
as  &r  as  my  materials  and  touchen  will 
carry  me.  This  appears  to  me  the  plainest 
and  most  entertaining  method;  and  thougii 
now  and  then  some  hints  at  other  afiin 
beyides  the  persecution  of  presbyterians  will 
come  in  of  course^  and  I  hope  will  be  the 
rather  allowed,  that  as  yet  we  have  no  tofe- 
rahle  history  of  this  period,  as  to  the  cfaorch 
and  kingdom  of  Scotland,  yet  I  shall  still 
keep  principally  in  my  view  tke  suftriqga 
of  Soots  presbyterians  in  their  religious  snd 
civil  rights.  Agreeably  therefore  onto  die 
three  most  remarkable  eras  of  tiie  period  I 
have  undertaken,  I  have  divided  this  histoiy, 
as  in  the  title,  into  three  books :  and  fer  the 
reader's  easier  access  and  reooune  to  every 
particular,  and  the  help  of  his  memoiy,  ss 
well  as  my  better  ranging  the  great  variety 
of  matter  come  to  my  hand,  it  will  not  be 
improper,  however  unfinhionable,  to  divide 
every  book  into  chapters^and  those  i^sin 
into  sections,  according  as  each  year  dkn 
more  or  less  matter.  This  book»  then,  I 
b^gin  with 

CHAPTER  L 

OF  THE  STATE  AND  SUFFEUirat  OV  PJUBBT- 
TERIANS,  DURING  THE  TBAK  1660. 

When  the  king  was  restored  to  his  do* 
minions.  May  29th,  1660,  no  part  of  his 
subjects  had  a  better  title  to  hia  fiuroor 
than  the  presbyterians.  English  writers 
can  tell  what  influence  the  London  mims- 
ters  had  upon  the  city  petition^  which, 
by  papers  I  have  seen,  appears  to  have 
had  a  very  considerable  branch  of  ita  rise 
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from  Scotland;  us  alio  what  interest  the 
presbyterian  ministera  in  the  dty  had  with 
the  prime  managers  there,  and  what  re- 
turn they  Tcry  quickly  had  for  th&r  share 
in  the  restoration.   In  Scotland,  Mr.  Robert 
Douglas  was  the  first,  as  fiir  as  I  can  find, 
who  ventured  to  propose  the  king's   re- 
storation to  general  Monk,  and  that  very 
eariy :  he  travelled,  it  is  said,  ineogniiOj  in 
England,  and  in   Scotland    engaged   con- 
siderate numbers  of  noblemen  and  gentle- 
men in  this  fffojcct.    From  his  own  original 
papers,  I  find,  that  when   Monk  returned 
finom  his  first  projected  march  into  Eng- 
land, Mr.  Douglas  met  him,  and  engaged 
him  again  in  the  attempt;  and  when  at 
London,  the  general  appeared  to  him  slow 
in  his  measures  for  the  king's  restoration ; 
Mr.  Dou^as  wrote  him  a  very  pressing 
letter,  and  plainly  tcAd  him,  "that  if  he 
lost  time  much  longer,  without  declaring 
for  the  king,  there  were  a  good  number  in 
Scotland,  with  their  brethren  in   Ireland, 
ready  to  bring  his  majesty  home  without 
him.'*     Yea,  the  ministers  in  Scotland  were 
aU  of  them  vigorous  asserters  of  the  king's 
ri^t,  and  early  embarked  in  his  interest. 
Yet  all   this  was   soon    forgot,  and    Mr. 
(afterwards    chancellor)   Hyde,   a   violent 
sealoC  for  the  English  hierarchy,  b  made 
chief  favourite,  and  lord  chancellor  of  Eng- 
land ;  and  Mr.  James  Sharp,  who  was  the 
earliest,  and  most  scandalous  complier  with 
CromweU,  and  the  only  one  he  had  for 
some  3rears,  not  only  signed  his  owning  of 
the  commonwealth,  and  that  neither  directly 
nor  indirectly  he  should  ever  act  for  the 
king,  but  by  taking  the  tender  he  solemnly 
abjured  the  whole  family  of  the  Stuarts, 
this  infamous  and  timeserving  person,  by 
Middleton's  means,  is  put  at  the  head  of 
affidrs  in  the  church  of  Scotland,  and  man- 
aged matters  entirely  to  Hyde,  and   the 
high-flying  party  in   England,   their  satis- 
faction. 

Upon  the  king's  return  great  was  the 
run  of  our  nobOity  and  gentry  to  London. 
It  was  impossible  to  satisfy  all  their  ex- 
pectations: such  who  missed  posts  were 
entertained  with  promises,  and  for  a  while 
behoved  to  please  themselves  with  hopes. 
The  chief  offices  of  state  were  uoon  disposed 
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of:  the  earl  of  Middleton  was  to  be 
commissbner  when  the  parliament 
should  meet;  the  earl  of  Olencaim  is  made 
chancellor,  the  earl  of  Lauderdale  secretary, 
the  earl  of  Crawford  lord  treasurer.  Sir  John 
Gilmour  president  of  the  session.  Sir  Archi- 
bald Primrose  clerk-register,  and  Mr.  (after- 
wards Sir)  John  Fletcher  king's  advocate. 

Some  view  hath  been  given  in  the  intro- 
duction of  the  transactions  of  the  former 
port  of  this  year,  yet  it  may  be  of  some 
use  to  draw  down  an  abstract  of  matters 
from  general  Monk's  leaving  Scotland,  until 
the  king's  putting  the  government  of  afban 
in  the  hands  of  the  committee  of  estates, 
who  sat  down  in  August;  and  next,  to 
consider  their  proceedings,  and  the  hard- 
ships they  put  upon  ministers,  gentlemen, 
and  others,  till  the  sitting  down  of  the 
parliament.  Thus  this  chapter  will  fall  in 
two  halves. 


SECT.  I. 

Containing  a  thort  deduction  of  our  affinrt 
in  Scotland,  from  general  MovJ^t  leaving 
it,  to  the  titling  down  of  the  commiUee  of 
estates  at  Edinburgh,  August  23d,  1660. 

Had  we  any  tolerable  history  of  this  church 
and  kingdom,  since  the  union  of  the  two 
crowns,  I  should  have  come  straight  to  the 
proper  subject  of  this  history :  but  I  shall, 
till  a  laiiger  account  be  given,  hand  myself 
and  the  reader  into  it,  by  the  following 
short  hint  of  things  in  Scotland. 

After  the  death  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  there 
was  nothing  in  England  but  one  confusion 
upon  the  back  of  another.     April  1659,  his 
son  Richard  dissolved  the  parliament ;  and 
in  a  little  time'  he  is  forced  to  demit,  and 
things  fall  into  a  new  shape  almost  every 
month :  several  of  the  counties  in  England 
run  to  arms,  and   matters    were    in    the 
greatest   disorder  imaginable.     Meanwhile 
general  Monk  manages  all  in  Scotland ;  and, 
during  these   risings    in    England,  appre- 
hended and  imprisoned  the  earls  Marishal, 
Montrose,  Eglinton,  Selkirk,  Olencaim,  and 
Loudon,  lord  Montgomery,  lieutenant-gen- 
eral  David   Lcsl}',  viscount   of  Kenniure, 
the  lord  Loro,  €m\  o^  ^<i«Xox^»  '^x  "^^.x^^*^ 
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Jg^g^^  Lumsden,  odond  James  Hay,  eari 
of  Kelly,  major  Liymgatooe,  and 
the  earl  of  Rothes.  Such  of  them  as  took 
the  Tender,  and  ga?e  bond  for  their  peace- 
able behaviour,  were  soon  liberate. 

In  October,  Lambert  threatened  to  attack 
the  parliament  then  sitting  at  London,  but 
was  repulsed,  and  by  them  divested  of  his 
command,  and  seven  persons  appointed  to 
govern  the  army,  whereof  Monk  was  one. 
But  in  a  little  time  Lambert  returned,  dis- 
missed the  parliament,  and  shut  the  doors 
of  the  parliament-house.  October  19th, 
Monk  called  together  all  the  officers  of  the 
army  in  Scotland,  and  engaged  them  by 
oath,  to  submit  to,  and  serve  the  parlia- 
ment, cashiered  all  he  suspected,  imprisoned 
some,  and  modelled  all  according  to  his 
mind. 

The  army  now  prevailing  in  England, 
chose  first  a  council  of  state,  consisting  of 
ten  persons,  and  next  a  council  of  twenty- 
four,  made  up  of  the  officers  of  the  army : 
Monk  was  left  out  of  both ;  and  they  sent 
down  orders  for  the  meeting  of  the  session, 
exchequer,  and  other  courts  in  Scotland, 
which  had  not  met  since  Richard  CromwelPs 
demission.  General  Honk  refused  to  put 
those  orders  in  execution,  as  coming  from 
an  incompetent  authority,  and  resolves  to 
march  up  with  his  army  to  London  and 
restore  the  privileges  of  parliament.  Before 
his  departure,  he  called  together  to  Edin- 
burgh the  commissioners  from  most  part  of 
the  shires  in  Scotland,  the  magistrates  of 
burghs,  and  a  good  many  of  the  nobility 
and  barons,  who  met  in  the  parliament 
house,  November  15th,  1659.  TTie  general 
had  a  speech  to  them  to  this  purpose: — 
"  That  it  was  not  unknown  to  them  what 
revolutions  were  happened;  that  some  of 
the  army  had  put  a  force  on  the  parliament 
of  England,  which  he  was  resolved  with 
God's  assistance  to  re-establish,  and  for  that 
end  was  going  with  his  army  to  England  ,* 
that  with  respect  to  the  nation  of  Scotland, 
his  regard  to  them  was  such,  that  if  he  had 
success  in  his  design  he  would  befriend 
them  in  all  their  just  liberties,  and  study 
the  abatement  of  their  cess :  if  the  business 
weDt  contrary  to  his  expectation,  then  his 
&II  should  be  alone  to  hhnaelf,  and  not  to 
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their  prejudice,  whose  hdp  he  was  not  to 
take;  but  desired,  as  they  loved  diev 
country  and  their  own  standing,  that  they 
would  live  peaceably,  and  see  to  the  peace 
of  their  several  shires  and  burghs,  according 
to  their  stations ;  and  if  any  rising  should 
fall  out  during  his  absence,  that  thej  should 
suppress  the  same,  let  the  pretext  be  what  it 
would;  and  that  he  would  leave  orders 
with  the  garrisons  he  left,  to  assist  them  in 
so  doing,  and  give  his  nund  more  fully  to 
them  in  writ." 

November  S2d,  Monk  and  his  jnny 
marched  off*  to  Eng|land;  and  when  at 
Haddington  he  received  articles  from  the 
council  in  England,  which  not  being  satis- 
fying, he  returned  with  his  officers  to 
Edinburgh,  where,  after  consultation,  they 
rejected  the  articles  as  contrary  to  their 
principles,  which  were  to  be  governed  not 
by  the  sword,  but  a  parliament  lawfully 
called,  in  the  maintenance  of  which  they 
were  engaged  by  oath.  Accordingly  an 
answer  was  returned  to  England,  November 
24th;  and  December  2d,  he  marched  with 
his  army  to  Berwick,  where  he  continued 
some  time;  and  December  1 2th,  the  com- 
missioners of  the  shires  received  fh)m  him 
their  commissions  for  keeping  the  peace  in 
his  absence. 

The  city  of  London,  and  many  other 
places,  having  declared  for  a  parliament, 
and  against  the  army,  Lambert  marches  up 
from  the  borders,  whither  he  had  come  with 
the  army  to  oppose  Monk ;  the  parliament 
sit  down  December  25th,  and  Monk  is 
declared  general  over  all  the  forces  of  the 
three  kingdoms.  And  January  1st,  1660, 
he  follows  Lambert,  Fleetwood,  and  their 
armies,  and  marches  straight  to  London. 
The  daily  melting  away  of  the  army  under 
Lambert  and  the  rest,  and  the  almost 
general  cry  through  England  and  L^land 
for  a  free  parliament,  with  Monk's  success- 
ful arrival  at  London,  and  his  management 
till  the  king's  return,  b  at  full  length  to  be 
found  in  the  English  historians ;  and  some 
hints  have  been  given  of  what  concerns 
Scots  affidrs  in  the  introduction,  so  that  I 
may  pass  over  the  former  part  of  this  year 
very  briefly. 
\     ¥^Tuar^  %\%t,  \!tv^   ^^^Videi  members 


CHAP.  lO  OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND. 

aok  thdr  places  in  the  parliament,  to  the    and  I  shall  not  repeat  them.    May 


MDnber  of  about  eighty,  and  of  the  rump 
Aere  were  but  twenty-one;  so  the  former 
arried  all  as  they  pleased.  General  Monk 
8  made  commander-in-chief  by  sea  and 
W.  Writs  are  issued  for  a  firce  parliament 
»  meet  April  25th.  Meanwhile  they  con^ 
hned  the  solemn  league  and  covenant,  and 
irdered  it  to  be  set  up  and  read  in  all  the 
luirches  of  England.  Thus,  as  bishop 
Cennet  remarks,  the  solemn  league  and 
oreoant  did  really  conduce  to  the  bringing 
I  of  the  king.  They  ratified  the  assembly's 
'onfeasion  of  Faith,  with  a  reservation  of 
lapu  zxx.  and  xxxL  to  further  consideration. 
ic^onel  Morgan,  whom  Monk  had  ordered 
I  January  to  return  to  Scotland  with  a 
KHisand  of  the  army,  when  he  saw  all 
oing  so  well  in  England,  is  appointed 
ommandcr  of  the  forces  and  garrisons  in 
icotland.  Mardi  13th,  they  rescind  the 
ngagement  taken  by  all  ranks,  to  be  faithful 
o  the  commonwealth  of  England,  without 
ing  and  house  of  lords;  and  in  room  of 
his,  ordain  all  in  o£Bcc  to  declare  the  war 
mdertaken  by  both  houses  of  parliament 
igainst  the  late  king,  just  and  lawful,  and 
iiat  magistracy  and  ministry  were  the 
ordinances  of  God. 

In    Scotland,   Edward    Moyslie,   Henry 

Goodyear, Crook  junior,  John  Howie, 

esqmres,  and  Sir  John  Wemyss,  Sir  James 
Hope,  James  Dalrymplc,  John  Scougal  of 
Humbie,  James  Robertoun,  and  David  Fal- 
coner, were  appointed  to  be  civil  and  crimi- 
nal judges,  their  quorum  five,  and  to  go  in 
circnits :  but  this  order  took  no  effect,  every 
body  now  expecting  the  king's  retiurn.  The 
parliament  at  London  likewise  liberate  the 
earl  of  Lauderdale,  the  earl  of  Crawford,  and 
lord  Sindmr,  whom  the  usurper  and  the 
ramp  had  kept  prisoners  in  the  Tower  now 
near  ten  years.  A  day  of  fasting  and  prayer 
was  also  iqipointed  to  be  kept,  April  6th,  for 
conduct  to  the  parliament. 

April  25th,  the  parliament  sat  down,  and 
upon  the  1st  of  May  came  to  several  resolu- 
tions, "  that  the  government  of  England  is 
by  king,  lords,  and  commons ;  that  the  king 
of  Scotland  is  king  of  England,"  and  others, 
which  the  reader  will  meet  with  in  the 
printed  accounts  of  this  great  turn  of  affairs; 
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8th  the  king  was  proclaimed  at  Lon- 
don, and  May  14ih,  at  Edinburgh.  Sir  John 
Granvil  went  over  to  his  majesty  with  money ; 
Lauderdale  and  Crawford  went  over  with 
him;  and  we  have  seen  that  Mr.  Sharp 
went  about  the  same  time,  and  there  prob- 
ably concerted  the  ruin  of  this  church,  and 
the  measures  very  soon  now  entered  upon 
against  presbyterians.  May  29th,  the  king  . 
entered  London  with  great  solemnity,  and 
published  a  proclamation  against  profane- 
ness.  I  shall  only  take  notice  of  a  few 
more  hints  relative  to  the  state  of  afi^rs  in 
Scotland,  before  the  settling  the  government 
in  the  conmiittee  of  estates. 

In  April  and  May,  the  synotls  met,  where 
there  appeared  a  very  good  disposition 
towards  healing  the  rent  betwixt  the  resolu- 
tioners  and  protesters;  and  had  not  Mr. 
Sharp,  by  his  letters  from  London,  diverted 
this  upon  the  king's  return,  and  put  him, 
and  the  managers  about  him,  upon  begin- 
ning the  persecution,  with  attacking  the 
remonstrators,  and  the  ministers  who  were 
antircsolutioncrs,  a  little  time  would  have 
completed  the  union.  But  Mr.  Sharp  hud 
his  own  private  resentments  against  Mr. 
Rutherford,  Mr.  Jimies  (iuthrie,  the  lord 
Warriston,  and  others  of  the  protesters,  to 
gratify ;  and  by  that  was  to  pave  the  way  to 
ruin  all  firm  presbyterians,  and  therefore  he 
put  the  government  upon  the  measures  we 
shall  hear  of,  in  which  some  of  our  noble- 
men, fretted  at  the  discipline  of  the  church, 
willingly  joined  him ;  and  wc  have  seen  by 
his  letters,  so  dunned  Mr.  Douglas  and 
others  at  Edinburgh,  with  his  accounts  of 
the  king's  dislike  of  the  protesters,  and  the 
approaching  evils  upon  tliem,  all  of  his  own 
procuring,  that  those  good  men  kept  off 
from  compromising  matters,  and  nothing  in 
the  affair  of  the  union  was  effectually  done, 
till  all  were  cast  to  the  furnace  together. 

May  1st,  the  synod  of  Lothian  met.  Mr. 
Douglas  opened  it  with  a  sermon  from  1 
Cor.  iv.  1.  the  notes  whereof  arc  in  nmie  eye. 
Therein,  after  many  judicious  remarks  against 
prelacy,  from  ministers  l)eu)g  stewards,  he 
warns  his  brethren  to  keep  equally  at  dis- 
tance from  malignancy  and  sectorianbm; 
he  compares  pTo6\ucivcfia  «n^  iMJ^x^vcv^  \c^ 
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rocks  at  sea,  which  appear ;  and  sec- 
tarianisin  to  quicksands  on  the  shore, 
which  swallow  up  people,  before  they  are 
aware.  He  notices  that  kingly  government  in 
the  state,  and  prcsbyterian  in  the  church,  are 
the  greatest  curbs  to  profancness.  He  ex- 
plodes the  foolish  saying.  No  bishop,  no  king. 
*  Shall,'*  says  he,  **  kings,  which  are  God's 
ordinance,  not  stand,  because  bishops,  which 
are  not  God's  ordinance,  cannot  stand? 
The  government  by  presb^icry  is  good, 
but  prelacy  is  neither  good  in  Christian 
policy  or  civil.  Some  say,  may  we  not 
have  a  moderate  episcopacy?  But  'tis  a 
plant  God  never  planted,  and  the  ladder 
whereby  antichrist  mounted  his  throne. 
Bishops  got  caveats,  and  ne\'er  kept  one  of 
them,  and  will  just  do  the  like  agam.  We 
have  abjured  episcopacy,  let  us  not  lick  it 
up  agfun.  Consider  the  times  past,  how 
unconstant  men  liave  proven,  like  cock- 
boats tossing  up  and  down ;  leave  them,  and 
come  into  the  ship,  walk  up  to  the  way  of 
the  covenant ;  and  if  this  be  not  the  plank 
we  come  ashore  upon,  I  fear  a  storm  come 
and  ruin  all." 

The  presbytcrians  in  Scotland  were  ex- 
tremely lift  up  with  the  king's  safe  return, 
and  in  a  little  time  were  but  ill  handled  for 
their  hearty  concern  in  the  restoration.* 


*  The  fwllowing  f^phlc  desrrlptuin,  by  a  co- 
temporary  writer,  of  th^  state  of  Scotland  at  the 
period  of  the  restoration,  and  the  Immediate 
effects  of  that  event,  will,  we  doubt  not,  be  vi'ry 
interesting  to  the  reader. — JSd. 

*<  The  kinK'H  return  from  his  miserable  exile 
into  his  languinhlni^,  confounded  country,  was 
both  the  object  uf  many  fervent  desires,  and  the 
foundation  of  very  many  high  ezpectation8 ;  nor 
am  1  able  to  judj^e  whether  he  longed  more  Co 
enjoy  his  royid  palace,  or  his  people  to  Hee  him 
established  upon  hi»  throne.  Indeed  his  exile 
was  very  comfortless  to  himself,  for,  in  France, 
first  he  was  coldly  entertained  by  his  nearest 
neighbours  and  relatiouH,  and  thor .■after  shame- 
fully banished,  and  parti v  upon  Mazarine's  base 
Eick.  In  Colen  he  quickly  found  himself  a 
urdlne  to  his  host,  and  thermfter  became  the 
publick  object  of  his  dishonour,  the  boys  in  the 
city  making  a  solemn  anniversary  mock  pageant 
to  the  scorn  of  the  king  without  land.  And 
when  he  was  driven  to  seek  shelter  and  rest  in 
the  Spanish  Nethcriands,  where  he  made  his 
longest  abode,  yet  wiis  he  still  hunted  by  his 
enemies,  betrayed  by  his  servants,  and  most  un- 
succefisfnl  in  all  his  attempts,  besides  his  con- 
tinual Bom>w  for  his  loss,  his  fear  from  his 
hasard,  and  the  poor  shift  he  was  constrained  to 
iiudw  amcog  stranfera  for  his  supply.     And 
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Mr.  Ekni^bs  preadung  in  Edinbuigfa,  upon 
the  Monday  after  the  parliament  of  Englaod 
agreed  on  the  above  reaokitiona,  gave  hb 
auditory  an  account  of  the  great  torn  o( 
aflbirs,  adcting,  that  "  it  hath  pleased  the 
Lord  to  roll  away  all  difficulties  which  hin- 
dered the  king  from  his  crown,  and  he  who 
sold  us  for  our  iniquities  without  price  hadi 
restored  us  without  mon^.*'  A  day  oi 
thanksgiving  was  kept  at  Ectinbuigfa,  June 
19th,  for  the  king's  restoration.  After  sow 
mons  were  over  the  magistrates  came  to  the 
Cross,  where  was  acovered  table  with  sneet- 
meats ;  the  Cross  run  with  wine^  three  hnn- 
dred  dozen  of  passes  were  brok^  the  belli 
tolled,  trumpets  sounded,  and  dnmn  bent 
There  were  fire-works  upon  the  CastMuU, 
with  the  effigies  of  Cromwell,  and  the  de?il 
pursuing  lum,till  all  was  blown  upintheair* 
Great  solemnity,  bonfires,  mtistc,  and  the 
like,  were  in  other  places  upon  this  ^nuiftn 
But  very  quickly  a  good  DHmy  who  had 
been  sharers  of  those  public  rej<Hcii^  fixud 
they  had  hardships  to  reap  fixnn  the  rerto- 
ration,  and  perhaps  that  they  had  exceeded 
a  little  in  them.  We  shall  afterwards  hnr, 
that  upon  the  8th  of  July,  the  marquis  of 
Ai^'lc  is  seized  at  London ;  and  upoa  the 
14th  of  July,  orders  came  down  to  major 
general  Moigan,  to  secure  Sir  James  Stuart, 


there  he  learned  to  btrliere  kings  micht  hvN 
reason  to  pray  for  their  daily  i»rcad  mm  the 
Lord,  which  he  coidd  never  believe  firoai  kii 
tutor,  inculcating  into  his  mind  thm 
the  Lord  s  prayer,  while  he  was  yet 

child.     All  these,  and  many  more^  jroo  ^ 

think  were  enough  to  make  him  lang  for  wkit 
might  attend  the  command  of  Britlaui.  Umb 
the  other  side,  his  people  were  most  impaneat 
under  the  grief  from  his  absence^  partljrfriai 
their  discontent  with,  and  disdain  tkey  hadsls- 
wards  their  present  lords,  and  partly  frmm  the 
love  they  bore  to  his  unknown  penon.  Indcffl 
the  nations  were  brou);ht  under  and  kept  nadv 
by  a  party  of  men,  small  for  tli^  numbrr,  Wni 


only  the  rump  of  that  bodv  of  people  who 
mcnced  the  warr  against  C  harles  the  First ;  and 
likewayes  inconsiderable  for  their  perti,  finr  of 
them  bring  men  of  either  birth  ot  breedii^  ;  and 
though  tliev  were  wonderfully  suecessftiU,  yi 
their  victories  smelled  alwayes  more  of  am  ad- 
mirenble  uir  of  prosperity',  than  oidinarj  niK- 
tarv  valor.  And,  lastly,  that  partT  was  despi- 
cable for  tlieir  quality  iu  the  "world,  being afaMSSt 
all  of  thein  citizens  or  husbandmen,  which  tiM 
nobles  of  Urittain  diHdained  very  mudi.  51ert- 
over,  tho'  these  men  were  of  the  moet  sobtr  be- 
haviour of  any  that  ever  commanded  by  the 
sword,  yet  you  may  expect  aomctiiing  weald 
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iwost  cyf  Edinburgh,  Sir  Ardiibald  John-  |  king   Charles.    The  first  and  last    .^^ 
n  of  Warriflton,  and  Sir  John  Chiesly  of  |  were  catched,  but  Warriston  got  off 
rsewelly  who  was  knighted  in  the  Isle  of  for  a  little :  whereup(>n  he  was  summoned 
ght,  and  proteated  against  the  death  of  by  sound  of  trumpet  to  render  himself;  and 


io  their  administntion  that  would  be 
Ibrmsmuch  m  even  justice  and  courtesie 
disdained  IWnn  their  hand.  Besides, 
y  were  oonstraiiMMl  to  keep  up  an  army  lor 
fx  own  rapport,  and  heaYily  to  burdine  the 
Sone  for  the  maintenance  of  tlie  eame ;  which 
a  the  more  odioue,  Iwinf  ftom  thoee  who 
led  ihemeelTes  patron*  of  the  people's  liberty. 
id  nothing  maae  the  nations  roar  louder  for 
ilr  king,  uan  that  a  people,  that  had  taken 
as  upon  a  pretenee  of  conscience  to  purge  the 
brmcd  religion  of  superstitions  of  the  epis* 
pal  dionhv  slioald  not  only  tolerate,  but  also 
BonragCb  the  yilest  blasphemies:  and  tho'  it 
IS  aore  against  the  heart  of  their  head  (Olirer 
wDwall),  yet  so  much  did  that  whole  party 
Bffa  the  idol  of  liberty,  he  was  necessitate  to 
•bear  what  he  durst  not  suppresse.  It  is  also 
%e  eonridered  that  it  is  ane  easy  matter  for  a 
■I  in  diaoontent  to  imagine  any  condition 
•aetrr  than  the  present  case,  so  very  many 
adderatlons  drawn  from  the  kiiw*s  case  and 
noaal  character  lieiirhtenrd  much  the  desire 
the  nations  hdvr  their  kin|^s  return.  The 
■passions  the  world  had  for  nis  fiither*s  mis- 
rftonca  and  saflerings,  and  his  own  youth  being 
nt  in  continual  toylo,  attended  with  loase, 
Aononr,  and  grief,  were  enough  to  make  a 
ade  nature  to  pity  kim.  He  was  luiown  to 
ef  a  meek  temper,  which  he  oould  well  im- 
ove  by  hb  wondorfull  rcseryedness,  courteeie, 
A  diadmakiAi<m,  Ibr  erery  man  had  at  least 
Ir  words  and  big  promises:  so  eompassion 
gat  affection,  and  affection  heightened  ertTy 
aiow  of  vfatue  In  him.  Few  conversed  in  his 
art  soceept  these  who  were  full  of  the  same 
Irit  with  hdlmself;  all  those  suppressed  all 
lise  «Mf  his  imperfections,  and  proclaimed  his 
rtoea,  so  be  was  made  to  the  world  a  paraaon 
virtna,  as  wdll  as  an  example  of  pity.  'Ilie 
epla  ef  Seotland  had  no  correspondence  with 
■,  or  what  they  bad  came  firom  those  courtiers 
ha  study  more  to  be  smooth  than  faithfulL 
a  wvole  Indeed  a  friendly  letter  to  Mr.  Ham- 
an,  the  m'nitf'  In  Edinburgh,  (whom  in  a 
wtmntr  he  seemed  to  affect,)  assuring  him 

the  same  In  France  that  he  had  bwn  in 
hy  which  ambiguous  expression  he 

kedi  to  defend  his  own  constancy  and 

i  the  adnister :  yet  was  that  letter  looked 
hy  nmny  in  Seotland  as  if  it  hade  been  a  re- 
ering  or  the  covenant.  And  tho'  it  be  now 
■iili  ntly  afflrmed  that  he  corresponded  with 
and  no  crime  now  to  say  be  was  then 
ivas  it  at  that  time  high  lase  majesty 
ras  any  other  thing  than  a  sincere 
If  It  were  told  them  he  used  the 
i^lih  Liturgy  In  his  chapel,  it  was  excused  as 
Inf  rather  necessity  than  choice,  people  be- 
(viag  he  eonid  have  no  other ;  so  tneir  affec- 
mm  to  his  person  were  equal  to  their  discontent 
llh  the  lepublican  governors.  And  to  com- 
eat  the  psople^s  appetite  for  the  king's  return, 
g-  hopes  fonn<M  upon  his  restauration  were 
ilMag  behind  either  the  discontent  under 
ramwsU*  or  the  affection  to  his  person :  for 
an  did  every  fellow  that  hade  catched  a  scarr  In 
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a  fray  among  the  tories  (though  perchance  pil- 
laging ane  honest  house)  expect  tu  be  a  man  all 
of  gold.  All  that  had  suffered  for  him  in  his 
warr,  lossed  tor  him  of  their  estate,  or  been  ad- 
vocates for  him  in  a  tavern  dispute,  hoped  well  to 
be  noticed  as  his  friends,  or  to  rereive  not  only  a 
compensation  from  his  justice,  but  a  gratuity 
from  his  bounty.  I  believe  there  were  more 
gaping  after  prizes  than  his  sufficiency,  hade  it 
been  ten  times  greater  than  it  was,  could  ever 
have  satisfied.  All  believed  it  would  be  the 
golden  age  when  the  king  returned  in  peace; 
and  somo  of  our  Brittish  divines  made  the  date 
of  the  aocorapiishment  of  the  glorious  promiw's 
in  the  apocalypse^  not  douMing  he  was  assureidly 
to  be  the  man  should  distroy  Itome  as  sure  as  he 
was  Clonstantine's  succesiior.  In  fine,  the  eager- 
ness of  their  longing  was  so  great,  some  wuiild 
never  cut  their  hair,  some  would  never  drink 
wine,  some  would  never  wear  liuon,  till  they 
might  see  the  desire  of  their  eyes,  the  king. 

*'  Weell :  when  time  was  ripe,  a  sort  of  par- 
liament oonveened  in  England  by  the  authority 
of  the  cmnmittee  of  council,  upon  which  the 
rump  of  the  long-successfull  pnrliament  hade  de- 
rived their  power,  before  their  voluntary  disso- 
lution, as  general  Monk  and  his  rabal  had  re- 
solved; and  immediately  upon  their  first  assem- 
bling the  king  thought  good,  by  Sir  John 
Greenvile,  to  address  to  them  ane  obliging  better, 
wherein  he  engadged  to  preserve  every  man  iu 
his  profession,  and  protect  every  man  in  the 
freedom  of  his  conscience,  with  many  otAer  huge 
promises:  upon  which  the  parliament  (being 
mostly  made  of  presbjrterians)  thought  fitt  to  in- 
vite him  home  by  a  splendid  legation  of  lords 
and  commons,  among  whom  was  the  lord  Fair- 
fax, that  he  who  bad  mined  the  father  in  the 
field  might  do  the  world  reason  by  restoring  the 
son  in  peace.  Accordingly  the  king,  aocompa* 
nied  with  his  two  brothers,  his  triumphant 
court,  and  many  a  poor  maimed  cavaleer,  having 
sett  sail  from  Schevelin,  took  land  at  Dover 
upon  the  25th  of  May,  1660,  where  he  was  re- 
ceived with  all  the  honour  and  reverent  splendor 
£ngland  could  strain  in  the  highest  degree. 
From  thence  he  was  conveyed  through  London 
to  Westminster,  upon  the  80th  of  May,  1660, 
which  was  the  so  much  celebrated  date  of  the 
blessed  restauration. 

"  Now  before  we  speak  of  the  alteration  conrt 
influences  made  u]wn  the  church  of  Scotland, 
let  us  consider  in  what  case  it  was  at  this  time. 
There  be  in  all  Scotland  some  900  paroches,  di- 
vided into  68  presbyteries,  which  are  again  can- 
toned into  fourteen  synods,  out  of  all  which,  by 
a  solemn  legation  of  commissioners  from  every 
presbytrie,  they  used  yearly  to  constitute  a  na- 
tional assembly.  At  the  king's  return  every 
paroche  hade  a  minister,  every  village  hade  a 
school,  every  family  almost  haiie  a  Bible,  yea,  in 
most  of  the  countrey  all  the  children  of  age 
coidd  read  the  Scriptures,  and  were  provided  of 
Uibles,  either  by  the  parents  or  by  their  minis- 
ters. Every  minhter  was  a  very  full  profrssor 
of  the  reformed  relislon,  aoeurding  to  the  large 
confession  af  iallh  nasKved  ali  'Wayaa&nai^n  \(t 
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I  _^    a  printed  proclamadon  was  puUiah- 

ed  with  tuck  of  drum,  discfaaiging 

all  persons  to  reset  him,  and  oflering  a  reward 

to  such  as  should  apprehend  him,  as  follows : 
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^By  ike  eommamder4m'ekief  qf  ku  wmjctt^t 
/area  in  SeoHtmL 
"Whereas  I  have  reoeifedan  order  fitm 
his  majesty,  for  apprehending  the  lord  War- 


Che  dirinet  of  both  lutioiia.  Everj  minister 
WM  obliedcvd  to  preach  thrice  a-week,  to  lecture 
•nd  catechTw  once»  besides  other  private  datiea 
in  which  they  abounded,  accordinc  to  their  pro- 
portion of  fiuthfulness  and  abllitiea.  None  of 
them  might  be  eoandaloue  in  their  oonTereation, 
or  negligent  in  their  office,  so  long  aa  a  prea- 
bytrie  stood ;  and  among  them  were  many  holy 
in  cffUTenation  and  eminent  in  gifts;  nor  did 
a  minister  satisfy  himself  except  his  minisiry 
hade  the  seal  of  a  divine  apprulMttion,  as  miriit 
witness  him  to  be  really  sent  ftom  God.  In- 
d«ed,  in  many  places  the  Spirit  seemed  to  be 
pound  out  with  the  word,  both  by  the  multi- 
tudes of  sincere  converts,  and  also  by  the  common 
work  of  refwmation  upon  many  who  never 
came  the  length  of  a  communion ;  there  were 
no  fewer  than  sixty  aged  people,  men  and  wo- 
men, who  went  to  school,  that  even  then  they 
might  be  able  to  read  the  Scriptures  with  their 
own  eyes.  I  have  lived  many  years  in  a  poroch 
where  I  never  beard  ane  oath,  and  you  might 
have  ridde  many  miles  before  you  bade  heard 
any  :  also,  you  could  not  ftur  a  great  part  of  the 
country  have  lodged  in  a  family  where  the  Lord 
was  not  worshipped  by  readmg,  singing,  and 
publick  prayer.  Nobody  complained  more  of  our 
church  government  tlian  our  tavemers,  whose 
(M^inary  lamentation  was,  their  trade  was  broke, 
people  were  become  so  sober.  The  great  biemidli 
of  our  church  was,  the  division  betwixt  protest- 
ers and  resolution-men  (&«  they  were  called) ; 
but  as  this  wasi  inconsiderable  upon  the  matter, 
so  WASH  it  also  pretty  well  composed  by  express 
agreement  among  brethren,  even  while  the 
English  continued  our  governours. 

**  Now,  in  the  midst  of  this  deep  tranquility, 
as  Boon  as  the  certainty  of  the  king's  return 
arrived  in  Scotland,  I  believe  there  was  never 
accident  in  the  world  altered  the  disipodtion  of  a 
people  more  than  that  did  the  Scottish  nation. 
S^r  men  observed,  it  not  only  inebriat  but 
r(»lly  intoxicate,  and  made  people  not  only 
drunk  but  fi'antic;  men  did  not  think  they 
could  handsomely  express  their  joy,  except  they 
turned  brutes  for  deliauch,  rebels  and  pugesuits ; 
yea,  many  a  sober  man  was  tempted  to  exceed, 
leBt  he  should  be  condemned  as  unnatural,  dis- 
loyal, and  unsensible.  Most  of  the  nobility,  and 
many  of  the  gentry  and  hungry  old  soldiers  flew 
to  London,  just  as  the  Tulture  does  to  the  carcase. 
Then  when  they  were  come  to  court,  they  de- 
sired no  more  aidvice  than  to  know  the  king's 
inclinations,  and  he  was  the  best  politician  that 
could  outrun  obedience,  by  anticipating  a  com- 
mand. Always  at  their  arrival  almost  all  hade 
good  words,  some  hade  pensions  never  to  be  paid, 
and  some  who  came  in  time  had  offices  fen*  a 
while.  Glencaim  was  made  chancellor  for  his 
adventure  among  the  tories,  Crawford  theasurer 
for  his  long  imprisonment,  Lauderdale  was 
made  secretary,  and  the  only  one  Scottish  gen- 
tleman of  the  bed-chamber,  that  he  might  be  al- 
ways near  his  veiy  kind  master.  Sir  William 
Fleeming  was  made  clerk  of  the  register,  a  place 
of  great  gain,  for  which  he  was  as  fitt  as  to  be 
professor  of  the  mstaphysies  in  ans  university ; 


bat  he  was  so  wise  as  to  ssU  it  to  Sir  AithibaU 
PrimrMP,  who  oouU  husband  it  better,  as  in* 
deed  lie  did,  for  in  a  few  years  he  moltipUed  kii 
estate,  by  just  oomputatkm,  from  one  to  siztceo. 
Sir  John  Fletdwr  was  niade  king's  advoeati^ 
tlHHigh  be  hade  been  one  of  the  first  in  Scotbo4 
who  forsware  the  hing,  tliat  he  might  find  ess* 
nloyment  under  the  English.  But  partly  Ij 
Middleton's  procorement  (of  whose  affinity  k 
was),  and  partly  because  he  was  ane  honeat  men 
of  the  mode  (that  is  a  man  void  of  principles), 
he  was  pUoed  in  that  dangerous  oAoe,  In  whica 
he  hade  the  opportonity  to  make  all  the  salgedi 
of  Scotland  reoeem  theur  lives  at  his  own  prioc^ 
from  his  criminal  pursuit,  upon  the  account  i 
their  old  alleadged  rebellions,  and  their  late  cob- 
plianoes  with  the  Enjflish,  in  which  he  had 
been  a  ringleader.  Middleton  was  judged  a  iitt 
man  to  act  the  part  which  afterward  he  did  dis- 
charge over  ana  above.  He  hade^  from  the  de- 
gree of  a  pickman  in  odonel  Hepburn's  regi- 
ment in  France,  by  his  great  gallantry,  raiMd 
himself  to  the  chia  command,  sometimes  in  the 
parliament's  armies,  and  afterwarda  in  tke 
king's,  though  he  was  as  unhappy  under 
the  latter,  as  he  was  suooesaful  under  the 
first.  Alwayes  because  of  his  constant  ad- 
herence to  the  king,  even  in  his  exile,  (wherein 
he  suffered  much)  and  the  great  adventures  be 
hade  made  among  the  tories  in  the  Highland*, 
when  the  English  oomnumded  Sootland,  and 
most  of  all  because  of  his  fierce  soldier-Iiks  db- 
(Hisition,  he  was  iudged  a  fit  instrument  to  oow 
Scotland,  and  bruiff  that  people  down  from  their 
ancient  freedom  of  spirit,  (so  much 


to  their  late  kiug^  to  that  plian!.  softnem  whicli 
might  better  suit  with  th^  designs  of  a  fret 
(despotic)  prince.  Ttie  earle  of  Litligow  he  was 
made  colonel  of  the  regiment  of  foot-guards,  a 
place  in  which  he  featliered  his  nest  well ;  but 
no  man  could  give  the  reason  of  his  promotion, 
unless  the  descent  of  a  popish  family  might 
perhaps  promise  satisfying  indinationa  toward 
hidden  designs.  The  poor  old  maimed  officen, 
colonels,  mujors,  and  captains,  who  cxpedted 
p'eat  promotion,  were  pmerred  to  be  tnMwen 
m  the  idug's  troop  of  life-guards,  of  which  New- 
burgh  was  made  captain.  This  goodly  emfdov- 
ment  obliged  them  to  spend  with  one  another  the 
small  remnant  of  the  stock  their  miaeries  hade 
left  them,  but  more  they  could  not  have,  alter 
all  their  hopes  and  sufferings.  Gentlemen  and 
lords  came  down  from  court  with  empty  purses 
and  discontented  minds,  having  nothing  to  put  in 
place  of  their  flown  money,  except  the  expcricncs 
of  a  disappointment,  which  uses  to  be  a  bittw 
reflection  on  a  man's  own  indiscretion,  in  mia- 
taking  measures,  and  making  false  Judgment 
upon  events  as  they  hade  done.  There  remained 
only  one  comfort  among  them,  whldh  was,  that 
when  the  fanatic  should  be  fined  and  forfaalted 
they  would  glut  themselves  with  the  spoil ;  and 
thb  was  enough  to  some  thoughtless  minds,  but 
was  indeed  as  groundless  as  fruitless,  for  never 
one  of  them  ever  tasted  that  much  deahnad  frtii^** 
^Kirkton's  History  of  the  Church  of  Seotland, 
pp.  6»-^<>0. 
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riston,  and  securing  his  person  in  the  castle 
of  Edinbui^h ;  and  he  being  withdrawn,  and 
obscuring  himself,  as  also  making  refusal  to 
}*ield  obedience  to  his  majcsty^s  commands : 
these  arc  to  authorize  and  empower  any  per- 
son or  persons,  in  his  majesty's  name,  to 
use  their  utmost  endearours  for  apprehend- 
ing the  said  lord  Warriston,  to  keep  him  in 
safe  custody,  and  bring  him  in  to  me ;  for 
which  exercise  they  shall  receive  one  hun- 
dred pounds  Scots.  And  in  case  any  per- 
son or  persons  shall  harbour  and  conceal  the 
said  lord  Warriston,  and  not  make  speedy 
discovcfy  of  him,  they  will  be  deemed  guilty 
of  treason;  and  will  be  proceeded  against 
accordingly*  Giyen  under  my  hand  at 
Edinburgh,  July  16th,  16G0. 

*  Thomas  Morgan." 

This  is  the  first  public  arbitrary  step,  and 
in  the  progress  of  this  work  we  shall  meet 
with  a  great  many  of  this  nature.  Without 
libel  or  cause  given,  by  a  private  order,  not 
only  a  worthy  gentleman  is  attacked,  and  a 
reward  offtTcd,  though  a  very  mean  one, 
to  his  apprehenders ;  but  resetting  him  is 
declared  treason,  and  those  guilty,  to  be 
proceeded  against  to  the  deeth.  No  doubt 
the  English  commander  had  warrant  from 
our  Scots  managers  at  court  for  so  severe  a 
proclamation,  and  it  is  of  a  piece  with  the 
after-steps  we  shall  see  were  taken. 

July  2(kh,  Sir  John  Swinton  of  that  ilk, 
one  of  the  judges  under  Cromwell,  and  called 
the  lord  Swinton,  was  taken  out  of  his  bed, 
in  a  quaker's  house,  in  King's  street,  Lon- 
doo»  and  sent  in  fetters  to  the  Gate-house. 
We  shall  afterwards  hear  he  w&s  sent  down 
to  Scotland  with  the  marquis  of  Argyle. 
He  had  been  once  a  zealous  professor  of 
peibnnation,  and  a  covenanter;  but  falling  in 
irith  the  usurper  and  English  sectaries,  he 
Srst  turned  lax,  and  of  late  took  on  the 
maak  of  quakerism.  It  is  said,  the  queen 
mother  and  papists  took  a  care  of  him,  and 
brought  him  off;  and  indeed  quakerism  is 
but  a  small  remove  from  popery  and  Jesuit- 
JMD.  He  was  no  more  a  presbyterian,  and 
the  present  run  was  against  such,  as  being 
duefly  opposite  to  the  designs  in  hand. — 
Upon  the  26th  of  July,  one  William  Gifibn, 
sr  Govan,  whom  we  shall  find  execute  the 
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same  day  with  Mr.  James  Guthrie, 
was  seized,  upon  a  false  information, 
that  he  had  been  present  upon  the  scaffold 
when  king  Charles  I.  was  beheaded,  and  im- 
prisoned in  the  castle  of  Edinburgh ;  and  for 
what  I  know,  he  continued  in  prison,  till  next 
year  he  was  brought  to  a  public  death.  Those 
are  some  of  the  previous  steps,  as  an  intro- 
duction to  the  committee  of  estates,  in 
whose  hands  the  king  lodged  the  govern- 
ment of  Scotland,  by  his  proclamation 
August  2d,  till  the  parliament  should  meet 
and  a  council  be  named ;  and  their  procedure 
will  take  in  what  is  further  remarkable  this 
year.  This  will  be  the  subject  of  the  next 
section. 

SECT.    II. 

Of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  of  estates, 
their  imprisoning  Mr,  James  Guthrie  and 
other  ministers,  August  23rf;  the  king*s 
letter  to  the  prcsbt/tery  of  Edinburgh,  and 
other  things  this  year. 

It  was  some  time  before  the  throng  of 
English  and  foreign  aflfiiirs  allowed  the  king 
to  consider  the  case  of  Scotland;  and  after 
several  meetings  of  those  who  were  now  in 
great  numbers  from  this  kingdom  at  court, 
his  majesty  came  to  a  resolution  to  lodge 
the  government  in  the  hands  of  the  commit- 
tee of  estates,  named  by  the  last  parliament 
we  had  in  Scotland.  This  he  signified  by 
the  following  proclamation : — 

"  Charles  R.  To  all  our  loving  subjects 
of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  or  others 
whom  these  do  or  may  concern,  greeting. 
Forasmuch  as  it  hath  pleased  Almighty 
God  to  remove  that  force  and  armed 
violence,  by  which  the  administration  of 
our  royal  government,  among  our  people 
there,  was  interrupted;  and  we  being 
desirous  to  witness  our  aficction  to,  and 
care  of  that  our  ancient  kingdom,  of 
whose  loyalty  we  have  had  many  testi- 
monies, have  resolved,  that  until  a  meeting 
of  parliament,  which  we  are  presently  to 
call,  the  government  shall  be  administrate 
by  us,  and  the  committee  of  estates  named 
by  us  and  our  parliament,  IG51;  and 
therefore  do  her^y  caii  atvOi  w\\!tvovvu&  ^^ 
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1  (inn  "^^  committee  to  meet  at  Edinbui^, 
the  23€l  of  August  instant.  And  we 
do  hereby  require  our  heralds,  pursuivants, 
and  messengers  at  arms,  to  make  publication 
hereof  at  the  market-cross  of  Edinburgh, 
and  all  other  places,  &c.  Given  at  our  court 
at  Whitehall,  August  2d,  1660,  and  of  our 
rdgn  the  twelfth  year." 

The  members  of  this  committee  had  all 
of  them  appeared  hearty  in  profession  for 
the  constitution  of  this  church  and  our 
reformation;  they  had  concurred  with  the 
king,  in  taking  the  national  and  solemn 
league  and  covenant;  and  some  of  them 
had  advised  the  king  to  make  that  remark- 
able declaration  at  Dunfermline,  August, 
1650,  which  since  has  made  such  a  noise, 
as  being  a  hardship  put  upon  the  king, 
and  is  so  diametrically  opposite  to  the 
course  now  entering  on,  that  I  thought  it 
worth   the    inserting.*      I  have    seen   no 


*  Declaration  at  Dunfermline,  August  16th, 
1650. 

By  the  King. 

Chaelks  IL 

His  majesty  takini^  into  consideration  that 
merciful  dispensation  of  divine  providence,  by  [ 
which  he  hath  l>een  recovered  out  of  the  snare 
of  evil  counsel,  and  having  attained  so  fuU  per-  j 
suasion  and  confidence    of  the  loyalty  of  his  > 
people  in  Scotland,   with  whom  he  hath  too 
long  stood  at  a  distance,  and  of  the  righteousness 
of  their  cause,  as  to  join  in  one  covenant  with 
them,  and  to  cast  himself  and  his  interest  wholly 
upon  God,  and  in  all  matters  civil  to  follow  the 
aavice  of  his  parliament,  and  such  as  shall  be  | 
intrusted  by  them,  and  in  all  matters  ecclesiastic 
the  advice  of  the  general  assembly  and  their 
commissioners,  and  heing  sensible  or  his  duty  to 
God,  and  desirous  to  approve  himself  to  the 
consciences  of  all  his  good  subjects,  and  to  stop 
the  mouths  of  his  and  their  enemies  and  tra- 
dncers ;  doth,  in  reference  to  his  former  deport- 
ments, and  as  to  his  resolutions  for  the  future, 
declare  as  follows : 

Though  his  mijesty  as  a  dutiful  son,  be 
obliged  to  honour  the  memory  of  his  roval 
father,  and  have  in  estimation  the  person  of  his 
mother ;  yet  doth  he  desire  to  be  deeply  humbled 
and  afflicted  in  spirit  before  God,  because  of  his 
father's  hearkening  to,  and  following  evil  coun- 
sels, and  his  opponition  to  the  work  of  reforma- 
tion, and  to  the  oolemn  league  and  covenant,  by 
which  so  much  of  the  blood  of  the  Lord's  people 
hath  been  shed  in  these  kingdoms ;  and  for  the 
idolatry  of  his  mother,  the  toleration  whereof 
in  the  king's  house,  as  it  was  matter  of  great 
stumbling  to  all  the  protestant  churches,  so 
could  it  not  but  be  a  high  provocation  against 
him,  who  is  a  j«dous  God,  visiting  the  sms  of 
ihe  fathers  upon  the  children:  and  albeit  his 
m^mtjr  might  extenuate  hh  former  carriage 


THE  SUFFERINGS  [bOO%  I. 

exact  list  of  the  members  of  this  committee, 
but  I  little  doubt  persons  were  named  upor 
it,  1651,  who  cUd  not  now  meet  with  them. 
The  earl  of  Glencaim  came  down,  and  was 
received  with  gPeat  parade  as  high  chan- 
cellor of  Scotland  at  Edinburgh,  August 
22d ;  and  next  day,  August  23d,  the  com- 
mittee sat  down,  nine  noblemen,  ten  barons, 
and  as  many  burgesses;  and  the  chancellor 
presided.  The  members  were  all  of  one 
kidney,  and  hearty  in  prosecuting  the  de- 
signs now  on  foot. 

That  same  day  Mr.  James  Guthrie,  min- 
ister at  Stirling,  Mr.  John  Stirling,  and  Mr. 
Robert  Trail,  minister  s  at  Edinbuigh,  Messrs. 
Alexander  Moncrief  at  Scone,  John  Semple 
at  Carsfaim,  Mr.  Thoma&  Ramsay  at  Mor* 
dington,  Mr.  John  Scott  at  Oxnam,  Mr. 
Gilbert  Hall  at  Kirkliston,  Mr.  John  Murrey 
at  Methven,  Mr.  George  Nairn  at  Burnt- 
bland,  ministers,  with  two  gentlemen,  niling 


and  actions,  In  following  of  the  advice,  and  walk- 
ing in  the  way  of  those  who  are  opposite  te 
the  covenant,  and  to  the  work  of  God,  and 
might  excuse  his  delaying  to  give  satia&ctioD  to 
the  just  and  necessary  desires  of  the  kirk  and 
kingdom  of  Scotland,  from  his  education  and 
age,  and  evil  counsel  and  company,  and  from 
the  strange  and  Insolent  proceedings  ei  sectaries 
against  his  rojral  father,  and  in  reference  to 
religion,  and  the  ancient  govornment  of  the 
kingdom  of  Eneland,  to  whid&  he  bath  un- 
doubted right  of  succession ;  yet  luiowing  that 
he  bath  to  do  with  God,  he  doth  ingenuousiy 
acknowledge  all  his  own  sins,  and  all  tlie  sins 
of  his  father*s  house,  craving  pardon,  and  hop- 
ing for  mercy  and  reconciliation  through  toe 
blood  of  Jesus  Christ.  And  as  he  doth  value 
the  constant  addresses  that  were  made  by  hte 

rple  to  the  throne  of  grace  in  his  behalf,  when 
stood  in  opposition  to  the  work  of  God,  as  a 
singular  testimony  of  long  suffering  patience 
and  mercy  upon  the  Lord's  part,  and  lovalty 
upon  theirs ;  so  doth  he  hope,  and  shall  talce  it 
as  one  of  the  greatest  tokens  of  their  love  and 
affection  to  him  and  to  his  government,  that 
they  will  continue  in  prayer  and  supplication  to 
God  for  him,  that  the  Lord,  who  spared  and 
preserved  him  to  this  day,  notwithstanding  of 
all  his  own  guiltiness,  may  be  at  peace  with  him, 
and  give  him  to  fear  the  Lord  his  God,  and  to 
serve  him  with  a  perfect  heart,  and  with  a 
willing  mind,  all  the  days  of  his  life. 

And  his  majesty  having,  upon  the  full  per- 
suasion of  the  justice  and  equity  of  idl  the  heads 
and  articles  thereof,  now  sworn  and  subscribed 
the  national  covenant  of  the  kingdom  of  Scot- 
land, and  the  solemn  league  and  covenant  of  the 
three  kingdoms  of  Scotland,  England,  and  Ire- 
land, dotli  declare  that  he  hath  not  sworn  and 
subscril)ed  these  covenants,  and  entered  inti 
the  oath  of  God  with  h\%  people,  upon  any 
sinister  intention  and  crooked  design  for  attain- 
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dders,  BIr.  Andrew  Hay  of  Craignethan, ;  were  met  and   combined    in    the 


near  Lanark,  and  James  Kirkco  of  Sundi- 
well,  in  the  parish  of  Dunscore,  in  Nithsdale, 
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private  house  of  Robert  Simpson  in 
Edinburgh,  to  draw  up  an  humble  address 


2.  Hit  majesty  being  convinced  in  conscience 
of  the  exceeding  great  sinfulneat  and  unlawful- 
neM  of  Uiat  treaty  and  peace  made  witli  the 
bloody  Irish  rebels,  who  treacherously  abed  the 
blood  of  so  many  of  his  faithful  and  loyal  sab- 
iects  In  Ireland,  and  of  allowing  unto  tnem  the 
llbertT  of  the  popish  religion,  tor  the  which  he 
doth  from  his  heart  desire  to  be  deeply  humbled 
before  the  Lord ;  and  likewise  consimring  how 
many  breaches  have  l>een  upon  their  part,  doth 
declare  the  same  to  l>e  Yoid,  and  that  his  majesty 
b  sbsolTed  therefrom,  being  truly  sorry  that  he 
should  haye  sought  unto  so  unlawful  hplp  for 
fwtorlng  of  him  to  his  throne,  and  resolving 
for  the  time  to  oome,  rather  to  choose  affliction 
tlian  sin. 

S.  As  his  majesty  did,  in  the  late  treaty  with 
bis  people  in  tnis  Icinf^om,  agree  to  recall  and 
annul  ail  commissions  against  any  of  his  subiects 
rrfao  did  adhere  to  the  corenant  and  monarchical 
gpTemment  in  any  of  his  kingdoms ;  so  doth  he 
O'jw  declare,  that  by  his  commissionatiiiff  of 
k-me  persons  by  sea  agnlnst  the  people  of  £ng- 


mg  his  own  ends,  but  so  far  as  human  weakness 
will  permit,  in  the  truth  and  sincerity  of  his  i 
heart,  and  that  he  Is  firmly  resolved  in  the 
Lord's  strength  to  adhere  thereto*  and  to  prose- 
cute to  the  utmost  of  his  power  all  the  ends 
thereof  in  his  station  and  calling,  really,  con- 
etantly,  and  sincerely  all  the  days  of  his  life. 
In  order  to  which,  he  doth  in  the  first  place  pro- 
fces  and  declare,  that  he  will  have  no  enemies  but 
the  enemies  of  the  covenant,  and  that  he  will  have 
no  friends  but  the  friends  of  the  covenant.  And 
therefore,  as  he  doth  now  detest  and  abhor  all 
popery,  superstition,  and  idolatry,  together  with 
prelacy,  and  all  errors,  heresy,  schism,  and  pro- 
nnencss,  and  resolves  not  to  tolerate,  much  less 
illow  any  of  these  in  any  part  of  his  majesty's 
dominions,  but  to  oppose  himself  thereto,  and  to 
endeavour  the  extimtion  thereof  to  the  utmost  of 
hte  power ;  so  doth  he,  as  a  Cliristian,  exhort,  and, 
as  a  Idng,  require,  that  all  such  of  his  subjects 
who  have  stood  in  opposition  to  the  solemn 
league  and  covenant,  and  work  of  reformation, 
apon  a  pretence  of  kingly  interest,  or  any  other 
pretext  whatsoever,  to  lav  down  their  enmity 
against  the  cause  and  people  of  God,  and  to  cease 
to  prefer  the  Interest  of  man  to  the  interest  of 
God,  which  hath  lieen  one  of  those  things  that 
hmth  occasioned  many  troubles  and  calamities  in 
these  kingdoms,  and  being  insisted  into  will  be 
•o  far  from  establishing  of  the  king's  throne, 
that  it  will  prove  an  idol  of  jealousy  to  provoke 
onto  wrath  mm  who  is  King  of  kings  and  Lord 
of  lonis:  the  king  shall  always  esteem  them 
best  servants,  and  moat  loyal  subjects,  who 
serve  him,  and  aeek  his  greatness  in  a  right  line 
of  suliordinatlon  unto  God,  giving  unto  God  the 
things  that  are  God's,  and  unto  Cesar  the  things 
that  are  Cesar's;  and  resolveth  not  to  love  or 
conntenanoe  any  who  have  so  little  conscience 
and  piety,  as  to  follow  his  interest  with  a  preju- 
dice  to  the  gospel,  and  the  kingdom  of  Jesus 
Christ,  which  he  looks  not  upon  ss  duty,  but  as 
flattery,  and  driving  of  aelf  designa,  under  a 
pretence  of  maintaining  royal   authority  and 


land,  he  did  not  intend  damage  ur  injury  to 
hia  oppresaed  and  harmleaa  aubiecta  in  that  king- 
dom, who  follow  their  trade  of  merchandlae  in 
their  lawful  callings,  but  only  the  opposing  and 
suppressing  of  those  who  had  uaurpcd  the  gov- 
emmentj  and  not  only  barred  him  trom  hia  juat 
right,  but  alao  exercise  an  arbitrary  power  over 
his  people,  in  those  thines  which  concern  their 
persona,  conaciencea,  and  estates ;  and  as,  aince 
nia  coming  into   Scotland,  he  hath   given  no 
commissions  against  any  of  his  sutgects  in  Eng- 
land or  Ireland,  so  he  doth  hereby  assure  and 
declare,  that  he  will  sive  none  to  their  pre- 
judice or  damage;  and  whatever  shall  be  the 
wrongs  of  these  usurpers,  that  he  will  be  so 
far  from   avenging  these  upon  any  who  are 
free  thereof,  by  interrupting  and  stopping  the 
liberty  of  tnide  and  merchandise,  or  otherwise, 
that  he  will  seek  their  good,  and  to  the  utmost 
employ  his  royal  power,  that  they  may  be  pro- 
tected and  deiendiMl  against  the  unjust  violence 
of  all  men  whatsoever.     And  albeit  his  ma^jesty 
desireth  to  construct  well  of  the  intentions  of 
those  (in  reference  to  his  majesty)  who  have 
t>een  active  in  counsel  or  arms  against  the  cove- 
nant ;  yet  being  convinced  that  it  doth  conduce 
for  the  honour  of  God,  the  go<Ml  of  his  cause,  and 
his  own  honour  and   happiness,  and  fur  the 
peace  and  safety  of  these  lungdoms,  that  such  Le 
not  employed  in  places  of  power  and  trust ;  he 
doth  declare  that  he  will  not  employ,  nor  give 
commissions  to  any  such,  until  tney  have  not 
only  taken  or  renewed  the  covenant,  but  also 
have  given  sufficient  evidences  of  their  integrity, 
carrif^  and  affection  to  the  work  of  reformation, 
and  shall  be  declared  capable  of  trust  by  the 
parliament  of  either  kingdom  respective.     And 
nis  nu^esty,  upon  the  same  grounds,  doth  hereby 
recall  all  commissions  given  to  any  such  persons, 
conceiving  all  such  persons  will  so  much  tender 
a  good  understanding  betwixt  him  and  his  aub- 
jecta,  and  the  aettlFng  and  preserving  a  firm 
peace  in  these  lungdoms,  that  they  will   not 
grudge  nor  repine  at  hia  migeaty'a  reaolutiona 
and  proceedings  herein,  much  less  upon  discon- 
tent act  any  thing  in  a  divided  way,  unto  the 
raising  of  new  troubles,  especially  since,  upon 
their  pious  and  good  deportment,  there  is  a  regress 
left  unto   them   in  numner  above    expressed. 
And  as  hia  migeaty  hlth  given  aatiafaction  unto 
the  juat  and  necessary  desires  of  the  kirk  and 
kingdom  of  Scotland,  so  doth  he  hereby  assure 
and  declare,  that  he  is  no  leas  willing  and  desir- 
ous to  give  satisfaction  to  the  just  and  necessary 
desires  of  his  good  aulitjects  of  England  and 
Ireland ;  and  in  token  thereof,  if  the  houaca  of 
parliament  of  England  aitting  in  freedom,  should 
think  fit  to  present  unto  him  the  propoaitiona  ut' 
peace  agreed  upon  by  both  kingdoma,  he  will 
not  only  accord  to  the  aame,  and  such  alterations 
thereanent,  as   the    houses    of  parliament,  in 
regard  of  the  constitution  of  affairs,  and  the  good 
of  his  majesty  and  his  kingdoms,  shall  judge 
:  necessary ;  but  do  what  is  further  necetiwiry  fur 
the  prosecuting  the  ends  of  the  solemn  league 
and  covenant,  especially  in  those  things  whii-h 
concern  the  reformatiou  of  iVie  chvvtcVx  q(  ^wv 
laud,  in  doclriue,  woy«V\v^  dwc\vV\\w»  w\^  ^«\« 
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IfiflO    ^^^  supplication  to  the  king,  "  con-  I  tion's  covenant  with  the  Lord,  and  earnestly 

gratulating  his    return,   expressing  |  praying  that  his  reign  might  be  like  that  of 

their  entire  and  unfeigned  loyalty,  humbly    David,  Solomon,  Jehoshaphat,  and  Heze- 

putting  him  in  mind  of  his  own  and  the  na-   kiah.'*    As  may  be  seen  in  the  paper  itself.* 
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emment ;  that  not  only  the  Directorv  of  Wor-  !  to   God,  and  to  their  king,  according  to  tbe 
ship,  the  Confession  of  Faith  and  Catechism,  |  covenant,  will  lay  hold  upon  such  an  opportuo- 
bat  al«o  the   Propoeitiona   and    Directory  for    ity  and  use  their  utmost  endeaYours  to  promove 
Church  Government,  accorded  upon  by  the  synod  I  the  covenant  and  all  the  ends  thereof,  and  to 
of  divines  at  Westminster,  xnay  be  settled,  and    recover  and  re-establish  the  ancient  government 
that  the  church  of  England  may  enjoy  the  full    of  the  kingdom  of  England  (under  which  for 
liberty  and  freedom  of  all  assemblies  and  power    many  generations  it  did  flourish  in  peace  and 
of  kirk  censures,  and  of  all  the  ordinances  of '  plenty  at  home,  and  in  reputation  abroad)  and 
Jesus  Christ,  according  to  the  rule  of  his  own    privileges  of  the  parliament,  and  native  and 
word ;  and  that  whatsoever  is  commanded  by  ;  just  liberty  of  the  people :  his  msjest^  desires  ts 
the  God  of  heaven,  may  be  diligently  done  for    assure  himself,  that  there  doth  remaui  in  these 
the  house  of  the  God  of  heaven.     And  whatever    so  much  conscience  of  their  duty  to  religioa, 
heretofore  hath  been  the  suggestions  of  some  to    their  king  and  country,  and  so  many  sparkles  sf 
him,  to  render  his  majesty  j^ous  of  his  parlia-    the  ancient   English  valour  whicn    shiued  so 
ment,  and  of  the  servants  of  God ;  yet  as  he  hath  ;  eminently  in  their  noble  ancestors,  as  wiU  put 
declared  that  in  Scotland  he  will  hearken  to    them  on  to  bcntir  themselves  for  breaking  the 
their  counsel,  and  follow  their  advice  in  those  j  yoke  of  those  men*s  oppressions  from  off  their 
things  that  concern  that  kingdom  and  kirk ;  so  '  necks.     Shall  men  of  conscience  and  honour  set 
doth  he  also  declare  his  firm  resolution  to  man-  j  religion,  liberties,  and  government  at  so  low  a 
age  the  government  of  the  kingdom  of  England  '  mte,  as  not  rather  to  undergo  any  hazard,  before 
by  the  advice  of  his  parliament,  consisting  of  a  ,  they  be  thus  deprived  of  them  /     Will  uot  all 
house  of  lords,  and  of  a    house   of  commons    generous  men  count  any  death  more  tolerable 
there  ;  and,  in  those  thingit  that  concern  religion,    than  to  live  in  servitude  all  their  days?    And 
to  prefer  the  counsels  of  the  ministers  ot  the  !  will  not  posterity  blame  those  who  dare  attempt 
gospel  to  all  other  counsels  whatsoever:  and  that ;  nothing  for  themselves  and  for  their  children  ui 
all  the  world  may  see,  how  much  he  tenders  the  \  so  good  a  cause,  in  such  an  exigent  ?     Whereas 
safety  of  his  people,  and   how  precious   their    if  they  gather  themselves  and    take    coun^e, 
blood  is  in  his  sight,  and  how  desirous  he  is  to  i  putting  on  a  resolution  answerable  to  so  a  noble 
recover  his  crown  and  government  in  England  !  and  just  an  enterprise,  they  shall  honour  Go^ 
by  peaceable  means,  ab  he  doth  esteem  the  service  '  and  gain   themselves  the  reputation  of  pious 
ot  those  who  first  en^ged  in  the  covenant,  and    men,  worthy  patriots,  and  loyal  subjects,  and  be 
have  since  that  time  faitlifully  followed  the  ends  '  called  the  repairers  of  the  breach,  by  the  present 
thereof,  to  be  duty  to  God,  and  loyalty  to  him ; ,  and  succeeding  generations,  and  they  may  cer- 


so  is  he  willing,  in  rc^rd  of  others  who  have 
been  involved  in  these  late  commotions  in  Eng- 


tainly  promise  to  themselves  a  blessing  from 
God,  upon  so  just  and  honourable  undertaking 


land  against  religion  and  government,  to  pass  an    for  the  Lord  and  for  his  cause,  their  own  liber- 

-..^   ^r  -LI!..! ^.. a! I r !_     *U„*.    !    *!_-        *!--!„ *•_--      t* I       A. I      ^t  - 


act  of  oblivion,  excepting  only  some  few  m  that 
nation,  who  have  been  chief  obstructors  of  the 
work  of  reformation,  and  chief  authors  of  the 
change  of  the  government,  and  of  the  murder  of 
his  royal  father :  provided  that  these  who  are  to 
have  the  benefit  of  this  act,  lay  down  arms,  and 
return  unto  the  obedience  of  their  lawful  sove- 
reign. 

The  committee  of  estates  of  the  kingdom,  and 
general  assembly  of  the  kirk  of  Scotland,  having 
declared  so  fully  in  what  concerns  the  sectaries, 
and  the  present  designs,  resolutions,  and  actings 
of  their  army  against  the  kingdom  of  Scotland, 
and  the  same  committee  and  assembly  having 
sufficiently  laid  open  public  dangers  and  duties, 
both  upon  the  right  hand  and  upon  the  left,  it  is 


ties,  their  native  king  and  country,  and  tbe 
unviUuable  good  and  happiness  of  the  posterity. 
Whatever  hath  foi*merfy  been  his  migesty's 
guiltiness  before  God,  and  the  bad  success  Uiat 
these  have  had  who  owned  his  affairs  whilst  he 
stood  in  opposition  to  the  work  of  God,  yet  tbe 
state  of  the  question  being  now  altered,  and  his 
majesty  having  obtained  mercy  to  be  on  God's 
side,  and  to  prefer  God's  interest  before  his  own ; 
he  hopes  that  the  Lord  will  be  gracious,  and 
countenance  his  own  cause  in  the  hands  of  weak 
and  sinful  instruments,  against  all  enemies  what- 
soever. This  is  all  that  can  be  said  by  bis 
majesty  at  present,  to  these  in  England  and 
Ireland,  at  such  a  distance ;  and  as  they  shall 
_  ,  acquit  themselves  at  this  time  in  active  discharge 

not  n«sdful  for  his  majesty  to  add  any  thing  i  of  their  necessary  duties,  so  shall  they  be  ac- 
thereunto,  except  that  in  those  things  he  doth  i  cepted  before  Gotf,  endeared  to  his  majesty,  and 
commend  and  approve  them,  and  thathe  resolves  !  their  names  had  in  remembrance  throughout 
to  live  and  die  with  them  and  his  loyal  subjects,  * 
in  prosecution  of  the  ends  of  the  covenant. 

And  whereas  that  prevailing  party  in  Eng- 
land, after  all  their  strange  usurpations,  and 
insolent  actings  in  that  land,  do  not  only  keep 
his  majesty  from  the  government  of  that  king- 
dom by  force  of  arms,  but  also  have  now  invaded 
the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  who  have  deserved 
better  things  at  their  hands,  and  against  whom 
they  have  no  just  quarrel ;  his  majesty  therefore 
doth  desire  and  expect  that  all  his  good  subjects 
ia  England,  who  are  and  retolve  to  be  faithful 


in 
the  world. 

Given  at  our  court  at  Dunfermline,  the 
sixteenth  day  of  August,  16M,  and  in 
the  second  year  of  our  reign. 

*  INIinisters*  [designed]  supplication  August 
SSd,  1660. 

Most  gracious  and  dread  sovereign. 

We   your    majesty's  most   humble    subjects, 

considering  the  duty  which,  as  Christians,  ws 

owe  unto  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  is  King 

of  k\ngs,  axi4  Ixsr^  oi  \qx^  «svd  which,  as 


OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND. 

I  of  this  meeting,  upon  which  so 
d,  was  this : — the  brethren  and 
o  in  their  sentiments  could  not 
le  public  resolutions,  did  y&ry 


we  onto  your  majestj  as  our  law- 
!  king  under  him;  we  hold  our- 
»  tender  unto  your  miyesty  this 
lie  address  and  supplication.  How 
ings  of  the  late  usurping  powers, 
leace  unto  the  parliament  of  £ng- 
unchristian  and  barbarous  mur- 
iral  father,  in  their  insolent  chang- 
ent  civil  government  of  the  king- 
id,*  and  by  armed  violence  unjustly 
majesty  therefrom,  in  their  unjust 
the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  and 
6  same  in  subjection  to  themselves, 
J,  in  their  impious  cncroachings 
gdom  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  the 
f,  and  in  promoting  and  establish- 
■atton  in  things  reli^ous  through- 
ona,  unto  the  perverting  of  the 
IS  of  the  gospel,  and  defacing  of 
s  of  Jesus  Christ,  in  opening  a 
U  sorts  of  errors,  heresies,  schisms, 
•rofaneness ;  how  abominable  and 
things  were  unto  us,  the  Lord, 
i  the  reins  and  trieth  the  hearts, 
^inst  which  we  gave  many  public 
sfore  the  world,  to  witness  our 
ereof :  and  the  same  Lord  know- 
>  did  earnestly  pray  for  and  breathe 
aring  to  witness  against  these,  so 
hristian  pity  and  compassion  that 
the  persons  of  men,  though  our 
)  we  do  r^oice  in  his  putting 
.  that  did  lift  up  themselves,  and 
pride  of  their  glory,  and  breaking 
leir  power  off  the  necks  of  these 
e  hold  ourselves  also  bound  thank- 
wledge  the  Lord's  signal  preserv- 
oajesty's  person,  in  the  midst  of 
^ers  and  designs  threatening  the 
in  past,  and  that  after  a  long  exile 
d  house  and  people,  he  hath  been 
ing  you  back  to  the  same;  and 
dations  of  the  ancient  civil  govern- 
kingdoms  were  overthrown,  again 
or  repairing  the  ruins,  and  build- 
saches  thereof,  for  establishing  of 
1  right  and  sure  foundations,  in 
I  person  and  family,  and  to  do 
rhen  thev  were  so  little  expected, 
peaceable  a  way,  and  without  the 
ristian  blood,  and  embroiling  of 
8  in  the  miseries  and  calamities  of 
nd  as  we  do  adore  the  wonderful 
.  of  God,  and  bless  his  name  who 
se  great  things ;  so  it  is  not  only 
for  the  present,  but  our  sincere 
!8olution  aho  for  the  time  to  come, 
the  fervent  desires  and  supplica- 
uls,  unto  the  most  High,  by  whom 
or  the  preservation  and  safety  of 
•  person,  and  for  the  multipficn- 
ease  of  bis  Spirit  upon  you,  that 
oy  your  power  unto  his  praise  and 
'  his  people,  and  for  the  establish- 
oat  power  and  greatness,  and,  in 
to  him,  to  be  faithful  and  loyaJ  in 
V  the  duties  of  bonoar,  and  sub- 


eg 

much   fear  and  jealouse  (suspect)    .^_ 
Mr.    James    Sharp,  now   at   Lon- 
don, by  the  allowance,  and  at  the  desire  of 
a  good  many  of  the  brethren  for  the  resolu- 


jection,  and  obedience  to  your  mideaty,  that  are 
due  from  humble  and  loving  suqjects  to  their 
native  and  lawful  sovereign.  And  we  desire  to 
be  persuaded,  and  with  confidence  to  promise  to 
ounelves,  that  your  mi^eatv  will  accept  of  these 
our  professions  as  proceeding  from  honest  and 
loyal  hearts,  and  allow  us  that  protection,  coun- 
tenance, and  encouragement,  in  our  stations  and 
callings,  that  may  be  expected  from  a  gracious 
king.  And  considering  the  great  happiness  that 
ariseth  both  to  kirk  and  state,  and  all  the  mem- 
bers thereof  by  the  mutual  embracements  of 
religion  and  righteousness,  of  truth  and  peace, 
and  from  the  mutual  good  understanding  betwixt 
the  supreme  magistrate  and  the  faithful  of  the 
land,  when  it  pleaseth  divine  providence  so  to 
dispose,  and  the  many  calamities  and  miseries 
that,  in  the  holy  justice  and  indignation  of  God, 
do  attend  the  separating  or  vioUting  of  these 
only  sure  foundations  of  states  and  kingdoms ; 
we  are  bold,  in  the  int^rit\'  of  our  hearts,  and 
in  the  zeal  of  the  glory  of  God,  and  of  the  good 
of  his  church,  and  of  your  majesty's  honour  and 
happiness,  and  from  the  sense  of  the  manifold 
and  great  obligations  that  be  upon  us,  before  the 
Lord,  so  to  do,  and  particularly  that  of  the 
covenant,  that  what  lets  we  are  not  able  our- 
selves to  suppress  or  overcome,  we  shall  reveal 
and  make  known,  that  it  may  be  truly  prevented 
or  removed,  humbly  to  represent  unto  your 
majesty  the  great  danger  that  threatens  religion, 
and  the  work  of  reformation  in  the  churches  of 
God  in  these  kingdoms,  from  the  designs  and 
endeavours  of  the  remnant  of  the  popish,  prelat- 
ical,  and  malignant  party  therein,  which  is 
beginning  again  to  lift  up  the  head,  and,  not 
only  to  render  hatefiil  and  bear  down  many  of 
your  majesty's  good  subjects,  who  have  been 
employed  as  instruments  in  that  work,  and 
have  kept  within  the  bounds  of  their  duty  in 
promoting  and  pursuing  the  same,  so  far  as 
numan  infirmity  would  permit;  but  also  to 
overthrow  that  blessed  work  itself,  and  to 
re-introduce  prelacy,  and  the  ceremonies,  and 
the  Service-book,  and  all  these  corruptions  which 
were  formerly  cast  out,  as  inconsistent  with 
that  pure  and  spotless  rule  of  church  govern- 
ment, and  discipline,  and  divine  worship,  deliv- 
ered unto  us  in  the  word  of  God,  and  as  a  yoke 
of  bondage  which  neither  we  nor  our  fathers 
were  able  to  bear.  Although  we  know  that 
that  spirit  will  not  want  specious  pretences,  and 
plausible  and  subtile  insinuations  for  compassing 
these  ends;  yet  as  there  cannot  readily  be  greater 
disservice  to  the  church  of  God,  and  to  your 
kingdoms,  and  to  your  majesty's  honour  and 
happiness,  than  actings  of  that  nature,  so  we 
cannot  without  horror  of  heart,  and  astonish- 
ment of  spirit,  think  upon  what  dreadful  guilti- 
ness, kings,  princes,  ministers,  and  people  shall 
be  involved  into,  and  what  fearful  wrath  shall 
attend  them  from  the  face  of  an  angry  and 
jealous  God,  if  after  all  the  light  that  he  hath 
made  to  shine  in  these  kingdoms  from  his  blessed 
word,  for  discovering  the  error  ?^\vd  vwi^x^iVj  «\^ 
these  things,  and  after  b\s  W\\^  \\(\«^  w^  w>\\m^ 
for  casting  out  of  tbc  sanv«,  iiw^i  kVVkt  «vv>\ 
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tions.  They  were  apprehensive  of 
designs  hatching  just  now  against  the 
church,  not  from  the  public  resolutioners,  but 
Mr.  Sharp,  and  others  who  struck  in  with 


solemn    vows   and    engagemente   taken   upon 
theinsMdves  before  God,  angeLi,  and  men,  against 
tli«m,   they  should    again  lick  up  the    vomit 
tliereof.     uod  forbid  that  ever  we  should  hear 
or  see    such    heart-astonishing    things,   which 
would  turn  the  mirth  of  the  Lord's  people  into 
mourning,  and  their  sonffs  into  most  sad  and 
bitter  lamentation.     Neither  are  we  less  appre- 
hensive of  the  endeavours  of  the  spirit  of  error, 
that  possesaeth  sectaries  in  these  nations,  which, 
as  it  did  at  first  promote  the  practice  of  a  vast 
toleration   in  things  religious,  and  afterwards 
proceeded  unto    the  framing  of  the  mischief 
thereof  into  a  law ;  so  we  doubt  not,  but  it  will 
still  be  ai^ive  unto  the  promoting  and  procuring 
the  same,  under  the  specious  pretence  of  liberty 
for  tender  consciences ;  the  effects  whereof  have^ 
in  a  few  vears  past,  been  so  dreadful,  that  we 
cannot  thmk  of  the  continuing  of  it,  but  with 
much  trembling  and  fear:  therefore  knowing 
tliat  to  kings,  princes,  rulers,  and  magistrates, 
ai>pcrtains  the  conservation  and  purgation  of 
religion,  and  that  unity  and  peace  be  preserved 
in  the  church,  and  that  the  truth  of  God  be  kept 
pure  and  entire,  that  all  blasphemies  and  heresies 
be  suppressed,  all  corruptions  or  abuses  in  dia- 
ciuline  and  worship  prevented  or  reformed,  and 
all  the  ordinances  of  God  duly  settled,  adminis- 
tered, and  observed ;  and  that  nothing  can  more 
contribute  unto  the  preserving  and  promoting 
of  religion,  and  of  the  work  of  reformation,  than 
that  an  places  of  power  and  trust  be  filled  with 
men  of  a  blameless  and  christian  conversation, 
and  of  approven  integrity,  and  known  affection 
to  the  cause  of  God:  we  your  majesty's  most 
humble  subjects   do,   with  bowed    knees   and 
bended    affections,    humbly    supplicate     your 
majesty,   that  you  would  employ  your  royal 
power  unto  the  preservation  of  the  reformed 
religion  in  the  church  of  Scotland,  iu  doctrine, 
woi*ahip,  discipline,  and  government;  and  in 
the  reformation  of  religion  in  the  kingdoms  of 
England    and   Ireland,   in    doctrine,   worship, 
discipline,  and  government ;  and  unto  the  carrv- 
ing  on  of  the  work  of  uniformity  in  religion  m 
the  churches  of  God  in  the  three  kingdoms,  in 
one  confession  of  taith,  fonn  of  church  govern- 
ment, directory  for  worsliip  and  catechising, 
and  to  the  extirpation  of  popery,  prelacy,  super- 
stition, heresy,  schism,  profaneness,  and  whatso- 
ever shall  be  found  contrary  to  sound  doctrine^ 
and  the  power  of  godliness :  and  that  all  places 
of  power  and  trust  under  your  migesty  may  be 
filled  with  such  as  have  taken  the  covenant,  and 
are  of  approven  integrity  and  known  affection 
to  the  cause  of  God,  if  in  a  matter  that  so  much 
concerai  the  honour  of  God,  and  the  good  of 
this  church,  and  your  majesty's   honour  and 
happiness,  we  be  jealous  with  a  godly  jealousy, 
we  know  your  majesty's  wisdom  and  piety  to 
be  such,  as  will  easily  pardon  it.     The  sense  of 
our  duty  to  God,  and  to  your  mijesty,  with  the 
importunity  of  men  of  a  contrary  mind,  who 
seek  to  make  your  mi^esty  and  these  kingdoms 
transgressors,  by  building  again  the  things  that 
wan  Ibrmerly  iniTantably  destroyed,  constrain 
UB  to  be  petiUonerw  agaiwgi  the  same,  and  car-  \ 
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them.  Whereupon  once  and  i^ain  they  wrote 
to  the  miniateni  of  Edinbur^  of  the  other 
side,  that  they  mig^t  join  with  them  in  a 
dutiful  address  to  bis  majest|r  at  such  a 


neatly  to  entraal  that  any  beginnings  of  stum- 
bling which  have  already  bc«n  given  in  tb«as 
things,    especially  in    the   matter    of  prdaey, 
uid  the  ceremouies,  and  Service>book  in  yoor 
mijesty*s  chapel  and  &mily,  and  in  other  plaoi 
of  your  domiulons,  may  be  removed  and  takoi 
away,  and  that  there  mav  be  no  furtlier  procMd* 
ings  in  these  things  which  grieve  the  Spirit  ef 
God,  and  give  offence  to  your  migesty  a  gmd 
sulgects,  who  are  engaged  with  you  in  the  saaa 
covenant  and  work  of  reformatioa:   and  thai 
your  migesty,  for  establishing  the  hcMta,  aad 
strengthening  the  hands  of  these  wbo  are  faithfal 
in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  and  for  quaahing  tht 
hopes  and  endeavours  <^  advnwuies,  wiU  bt 
pleased   to   give   public   signification  of  yoar 
approbation  of  the  covenant,  and  of  your  paiw 
poae  to  adhere  unto  the  same,  and  to  carry  sa 
the  work  of  God  in  these  kingdoms  aooonlinf 
thereto;  and  that  your  m^esty's  eyes  may  W 
upon  the  faithful  of  the  l^d,  that  they  msy 
dwell  with  you.     We  hope  that  your  nugesty 
will  nut  take  offence,  if  we  be  the  lord's  remem- 
brancers to  you,  that  you  were  pleased,  a  littb 
before  your   coming   into  thb    kingdom,  and 
afterwards  at  the  tune  of  your  coronation,  to 
assure  and  declare  by  your  solemn  oath,  under 
your  hand  and  seal,  in  the  presence  of  Alroigh^ 
God,  the  searcher  of  hearts,  your  allowance  aiM 
approbation  of  the  national  covenant,  and  of  thi 
solenm  league  and  covenant,  *aithfully  obligiaf 
yourself  to  prosecute  the  ends  thereof  in  yow 
station  and  calling :  and  that  your  nugeaty,  for 
yourself  and  successors,  shall  content  and  agrei 
to  all  acts  of  parliament  enjoining  the  natieori 
covenant,  and  the  solemn  league  and  oovenaali 
and  fully  establishing  presl>ytcrial  government 
the  Directory  of  Worship,  Confession  of  Faitl^ 
and  Catechisms,  in  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  at 
they  are  approven  bv  the  general  assemblies  ti 
thin  kirk,  and  parliaments  of  this  kingdom: 
and   that  your  migesty  shall  give  your  rsyu 
absent  to  acts  and  ordinances  of  parliament,  pail 
or  to  be  past,  enjoining  the  same  in  your  other 
dominions,  and  that  you  shall  observe  these  ia 
your  own  practice  and  family,  and  shall  nenr 
make  opposition  to  any  of  these,  or  endeavour  aaf 
change  thereof.     And  we  desire  to  be  persuadedi 
that  no  length  of  time  hath  made  your  nugestf 
to  forget,  or  weakened  upon  your  heart,  thi 
sense  of  the  obligation  of  tnat  great  and  aolema 
oatb  of  God  iu  the  covenant;  yea,  that  thi 
afilictiofis  wherewith  God  hath  exercised  yonr 
migesty  these  years  past,  and    the  great  and 
wonderful  deliverance  that    of   late    he    hatk 
granted  unto  you,  hath  fijced  deeper  impressiom 
thereof  upon  your  spirit,  and  that  amongst  sB 
the  kings  of  the  earth,  religion  and  reformatioa 
shall  have  no  greater  friend  than  your  nujesty; 

Jrea,  that  as  you  are  more  exceUent  than  tM 
(ings  of  the  earth,  in  regard  of  purity  of  pinrfieo- 
sioii  and  solemn  engagements  unto  God,  and 
long  exercisedness  with  manifold  afflictions,  and 
in  the  Lord's  setting  you  over  these  kingdomsi 
which  were  not  only  through  grace  amongst  tbt 
first-fruits  of  the  gentileH,  but  also^  in  your 
Vr\nce\y  «\a9i\oii  aaoia  ^\^vv^,  «s«^  amongst  all 
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•e.  We  have  seen  the  occasion  of 
dness  and  delays  made  in  this  affiur, 
ndnisters  of  Edinburgh,  in  the  intro- 
1.  They  were  excellent  men,  but  it 
e  owned  that  they  trusted  too  much 
.  Sharp,  and  by  his  suggestions  and 

every  thing  of  this  nature  was 
L 

former  meetings  had  been  concerted 
aburgh,  of  ministers  from  the  differ- 
nera  c£  the  church,  but  the  brethren 
t  come  up  to  them.  Matters  seemed 
grow  more  and  more  threatening  to 
irch  establishment,  and  no  other  way 
id  to  be  left  them  but  to  act  in  this 
•  There  were  no  assemblies  to  be 
dy   there  was   no  conmussion,  and 

were  not  to  meet  till  October; 
re  the  above-named  persons,  a  small 
many  who  were  to  have  met,  found 
[Tea  under  a  necessity  to  do  some- 
%  aoch  a  crisis :  so  they  formed  the 
1  supplication,  which  they  de^dgned 
B  communicate  to  a  larger  meeting 
it  was  s^it  to  court.  The  chancellor 
icrs  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  this 


know  in  the  world,  the  moot  eminent 
polity  and  power  of  th«  ffoepel ;  so  sbull 
^eaty  excel  them  in  zeal  for  God,  and 
angdom  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  that  by  how 
•or  mi^csty  is,  by  the  constitution  and 
Khc  Almighty,  lifted  ap  above  the  sphere  of 
roar  subjects,  by  so  much  shall  vour  mo- 
BMre  Ticoroos  and  active  unto  the  carry- 
ityby  thelnfluenceof  your  royal  commands 
imple,  all  the  orbs  of  inferior  powers 
in  these  kingdoms,  in  subordination 


ind  your  majesty,  in  the  practice  of  godli- 
I  Tiitae.  It  Is  the  desire  of  our  souls,  that 
wimtj  may  be  like  onto  David,  a  man 
■f  unto  God*8  own  heart;  like  unto 
D,  of  an  understanding  heart  to  Judge  the 
MOple,  and  to  discern  betwixt  good  and 
ka  unto  Jehoehaphat,  whose  heart  was 
p  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord;  like  unto 
■1^  eminent  mr  goodness  and  integrity ; 
to  Joeias,  who  was  of  a  tender  heart, 
I  humble  himself  before  God,  when  he 
kli  words  against  Jerusalem  and  Judah, 
liihalritants  thereof;  and  not  only  made  a 
it  before  the  Lord,  to  walk  after  the  Lord, 
keep  his  commandments  with  all  his 
nd  with  all  his  soul,  to  perform  the  words 
covenant ;  but  also  caused  all  that  were 
mlem  and  Bei^amin  to  stand  to  it,  and 
ray  all  the  abominations  out  of  all  the 
es  that  pertained  to  the  children  of  Iwael, 
deall  that  were  present  in  Israel  to  ser^-e, 
•ore  the  Lcrd  their  God :  to  shall  your 
'  labertt  the  honour  and    blessings    of 


meeting,  the  comnuttee  of  estates    .^^.^ 

.         1.1.  1  lOOlf. 

were  acqunmted  with  it ;  and  some 
persons  were  immediately  sent,  who  came 
upon  the  meeting,  when  the  scrolls  and  other 
papers  were  before  them,  which  are  mentioned 
in  the  Act  of  Confinement,  and  seized  all.  I 
find  those  papers  were  the  first  draughts  of 
letters  to  some  brethren,  desiring  another 
meeting  at  Glasgow,  in  September,  about 
the  supplication,  with  instructions  to  some 
of  their  number,  when  they  went  west  with 
a  draught  of  the  supplication,  that  it  might 
be  considered  by  the  brethren  of  the  synod 
of  Glasgow,  that  if  they  found  cause,  they 
might  join  in  it :  such  as  came  firom  the 
committee,  asked  for  the  supplication  itself, 
which  the  ministers  gave  them  a  copy  of, 
without  any  difficulty. 

When  the  unfinished  scrolls  and  the 
supplication  were  read  in  the  committee  of 
estates  they  were  sent  straight  to  court; 
and  all  who  had  been  present  at  the  meet- 
ing, save  Craignethan,  who  happily  escaped, 
were  committed  to  close  prison,  in  the 
castle  of  Edinburgh,  by  the  act  of  this 
dajr's  date,*  without  ever  calling  the  minis- 


these  kings  upon  the  earth,  and  their  happi- 
ness in  heaven ;  so  shall  your  majesty's  person 
be  preserved,  and  your  government  established 
over  these  kingdoms  ;  which  is  the  unfeigned 
desire^  and  fervent  supplication  of 

Your  m^esty*s  most  humble 
and  loyal  subjects. 

*  Act  for  securing  Mr.  James  Guthrie  and 
others. 

At  Edinburgh  the  88d  day  of  August,  166a 

The  committee  of  estates,  now  presently  con- 
vened  by  his  majesty's  special  warrant  and 
authority,  upon  information  given  to  them  of  a 
conventicle  and  private  meeting  of  some  remon- 
strator  and  protesting  ministers  and  others  at 
Edinburgh,  fur  which  they  had  neither  warrant 
from  the  ordinary,  civil,  or  ecclesiastk  courts, 
and  the  said  committee,  being  by  his  majesty's 
special  commission  and  commands,  intrusted 
and  empowered  with  the  caring,  ordering,  and 
providing  for  what  may  conduce  for  the  peace 
of  this  his  majesty's  ancient  kingdom,  and  sup- 
port of  his  power  and  authority  therein,  finding 
such  unlawful  conventicles,  iu>on  what  pretence 
soever,  without  public  lawful  authority,  ex- 
pressly dtfroffat<nnr  to  his  majesty's  royal  pre- 
rogative, and  tending  to  the  disturbance  of^the 
present  peace  of  his  mi^esty's  dominions ;  gave 
ord«  r  and  command  to  some  of  their  number,  to 
search  and  make  trial  after  the  occasion  ana 
reason  of  their  meeting,  who  lu  ihesaAd  Vfv^lr^> 
found  them  with  -peUtXona  »3L>wa^\>«4,  *sA  wsuaft 
papers  and  Utters  ictoUeA^XoXieiKaX  to  wxx^ 
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1  fifiO  ^^'^  before  them,  or  hearing  what  they 
had  to  say  in  their  own  defence.  This 
illegal  and  unprecedented  step,  the  first  act  of 
our  committee  of  estates,  was  a  preamble  to 
that  horrid  scene  of  arbitrary  proceeding, 
oppression,  and  cruelty,  which  now  began 
to  open.  Mr.  James  Guthrie  was  never 
liberate  till  a  glorious  martyrdom,  and  the 
truth  made  him  6*66,  and  the  rest  underwent 
very  great  hardships.  It  hath  been  observed 
that  this  was  done  that  very  day,  a  hundred 
years  afler,  in  which  the  idolatrous,  t3rran- 
nical,  contradictory,  and  cruel  religion  of 
popery  was  abolished  in  Scotland,  and  the 
reformation  was  established.  Indeed  from 
this  day  and  forward,  for  twenty-eight  years, 
we  were  going  very  fast  back  to  Babylon, 
Hnd  wide  steps  were  taken  to  re-introduce 
popery  and  slavery. 

A  direful  comparing  of  the  supplication 
with  the  committee's  act  will  sufficiently 
expose  the  last.  The  ministers  were  chiefly 
attacked  because  they  were  protesters ;  and 
yet  such  as  were  of  that  denomination  most 
firmly  asserted  the  king's  title  under  his 
exile;  and  Mr.  James  Guthrie  and  others 
of  them  suffered  much  fi-om  the  English 
for  their  loyalty,  when  Mr,  Sharp,  who 
now  managed  all,  took  the  tender,  and  fell 
in  with  the  usiuper.  Ingratitude,  however, 
was  but  a  lesser  aggravation  of  this  violent 
procedure;  it  was  plmnly  illegal:  besides 
the  known  privilege  of  all  subjects  to  ad- 
dress the  sovereign,  there  were  then  laws 
unrescinded,  to  which  the  members  of  the 
committee  themselves  had  assented,  war- 
ranting them  to  meet  and  supplicate.  The 
usurpers,  when  Scotland  was  under  their 
feet,  did  not  hinder  ministers  to  meet, 
except  in  their  general  assembly.  In  short, 
this  step  was  very  unequal  as  well  as  ungrate 


eating  all  of  their  own  judgment,  containing 
many  particulars  reflecting  upon  his  sacred 
majesty,  the  goTemment  of  our  neighbour 
church  and  kingdom  of  England,  and  constitu- 
tion of  this  present  committee,  and  many  other 
things  directly  tending  to  seditions,  raising  of 
new  tumults,  and  fir  possible)  rekindling  a 
civil  war  amongst  his  majesty's  good  suUects. 
Therefore,  the  said  committee  have  thought  fit, 
and  hereby  ordains  the  persons  subscribers  of 
the  mid  papers,  and  these  in  company  at  the 
apdnwing  tbenof;  tbev  are  to  sav,  Mr.  James 
Guthrie.  Mr,  RohtTt  iWl,  Mr.  John  StbUng, 
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and  illegal,  since  that  very  same  day  the 
committee  liberate  several  persons  impris* 
oned  for  murder  and  other  atrocious  crimes. 
But  those  were  not  the  things  at  present 
they  were  in  quest  of. 

Under  their  confinement  in  the  castle 
the  ministers  agreed  upon  a  supplicatioD, 
and  sent  it  to  the  committee  of  estates, 
whereof  I  have  not  seen  a  copy;  but  fay 
other  papers  of  this  time,  I  find  in  it, 
**  They  promised  no  more  to  prosecute  the 
remonstrance,  1650,  and  expressed  their 
sorrow  for  giving  their  lordships  any  oflfenee 
by  the  unseasonableness  of  th^  late  meet- 
ing, at  which  they  were  seized."  The 
chancellor  insisted  they  should  acknowledge 
their  fault  in  meeting  upon  such  a  matter: 
but  the  ministers,  apprdiending  this  would 
be  a  receding  firom  their  designed  testimony, 
and  such  a  declaration  affecting  not  <hi1j 
the  manner  and  time  of  thnr  meeting,  but 
the  business  and  important  matter  upon 
which  they  met,  might  have  very  ill  coo- 
sequences  at  thb  juncture,  refixsed  to  go 
this  length,  though  the  advocate,  who  had 
taken  the  tender  when  many  of  them 
were  suffering  for  their  loyalty  and  firmness 
to  the  king,  threatened  to  found  a  process 
of  treason  upon  their  supplication. 

The  people  under  the  pastoral  charge  of 
the  now  imprisoned  ministers  were  extremdjr 
afflicted  with  their  confinement,  and  ready 
to  make  all  proper  applications.  I  find 
Mr.  Stirling's  session  at  Edinburgh,  and  no 
doubt  Mr.  Trail's  also,  acquaint  him  with 
their  design  to  supplicate  in  his  bdial( 
which  is  delayed  till  they  know  the  issue 
of  their  own  supplication.  All  I  have  of 
this,  is  in  the  following  letter  firom  Mr. 
Stirling  to  his  session  at  this  time,  who 
breathes  much  of  a  Christian  and  ministerial 


Mr.  Alexander  Moncrief,  Mr.  John  Sempln 
Mr.  Thomas  Ramsay,  Mr.  Gilbert  Hall,  Mr 
John  Scot,  Mr^  George  Nairn,  Mr.  John  Mar 
ray,  ministers,  and  John  Kirko  ruling  elder, 
to  be  committed  prisoners  within  the  castle  ol 
Edinburgh,  therein  to  remain,  until  his  mijes- 
ty's  pleasure  shall  be  further  made  known  ;  and 
gives  warrant  to  the  present  captain  of  the  sai4 
castle,  to  receive  them  prisoners,  and  to  kccf 
them  in  safe  custody. 

Extracted  forth  of  the  books  of  the  said  com* 
mittee  by  me,  Jo.  Hat,  der.  ooow 


CHAP.  I.] 

qurit,  and  states  the  cause  of  their  sufier- 
ings;  and  therefore  I  have  insert  it,*  as 
«^at  deserves  a  room  in  this  collection. 
There  was  a  motion  likewise  in  the  synod  of 
Glasgow,  at  their  meeting  in  October,  this 
{rear,  for  a  supplication  in  favour  of  the  im- 


•  Letter,  Mr.  John  Stirling,  minister  at 
Bdinlrargh,  to  his  session,  when  imprisoned 
bj  the  committee  of  estates,  166a 

Dearly  beloved, 

I  bear  there  are  some  thoughts  amonc  yon,  of 
petitioning  the  honourable  committee  of  estates, 
RMT  my  reieasement.  I  confess  It  is  no  small 
refreshment  to  me^  to  think  that  I  have  so  much 
room  in  your  affections,  as  you  are  ready  to  look 
titer  me,  or  desire  that  I  might  yet  continue  to 
■rve  yoti,  in  the  work  of  tlie  gospel:  and  though 
I  be  your  debitor  on  this  account,  and  do  most 
heartily  thank  you,  and  all  those  in  whose  hearts 
diis  motion  hath  been  entertained,  yet  I  dare 
Boi  advise  yon  to  follow  it  any  further  at  present. 
My  brethren  and  I  are  jointly  to  petition  this 
week,  and  we  shall  see  what  issue  that  may  take, 
before  we  desire  our  people  to  be  engaged  in 
salting  for  us.  If  the  Lord  have  any  more 
service  for  me  among  you,  he  can  bring  me  to 
yea  again  (I  trust)  in  the  spirit  and  power  of 
the  gospel;  and  this  testimony  of  your  affec- 
tion, shall,  I  hope,  put  a  new  edge  upon  my 
qiirit,  to  be  more  willing  than  ever  to  spend 
and  be  spent,  for  the  advantage  of  your  souls : 
bat  if  otnerwise,  tlie  will  of  ue  Lord  be  done. 
I  am  hopeful,  that  he  who  minlstereth  seed  to 
the  sower,  shall  minister  to  your  necessities; 
■od  I  shall  never  forget  you,  by  his  grace,  but 
ever  bear  you  upon  my  heart,  to  hold  you  up 
before  the  Lord,  so  long  as  I  am  in  this  body. 
I  know  the  cause  of  our  sufferings  is  strangely 
ited  to  you;  and,  I  confess,  we  were 
»le  men,  and  unworthy  of  the  room  we 
dther  in  the  church  or  kingdom,  if  that 
were  true  that  is  said  of  us.  The  personal  suf- 
fierlngs  I  am  under,  nor  tlie  reproaches  that  are 
apoo  my  name,  are  not  a  very  great  trouble,  in 
QomporuMm  of  the  fear  I  have  that  Satan  may 
thereby  take  advantage  to  cause  the  Lord  s 
psopie  stumble  at  the  gospel  1  have  preached 
among  them:  yet  this  is  my  comfort,  that 
wbrtever  the  world  say  or  believe,  the  cause  I 
suffer  for  is  the  iKird's,  and  no  less  than  the 
avowing  of  his  marriage  contract,  in  a  sworn 
eovenant,  betwixt  the  three  kingdoms:  and 
dbsit  we  have  not  now  liberty  to  vmdicato  our- 
sdves  from  tlie  aspersions  cast  upon  us,  but  must 
lie  under  the  reproaches  of  seditious  perwns, 
and  raisers  of  a  new  war,  T  which,  God  knoweth, 
oar  hearto  do  abhor,)  ana  enemies  to  our  king, 
(irhom  our  souls  do  honour,  and  I  dare  take 
joa  witnesses  of  my  good  wishes  towards  him,) 
yet  this  is  no  new  thing ;  you  know  who  was 
eoonted  an  enemy  to  Cesar,  even  Christ  our 
Lord,  and  Paul  vras  a  seditious  fellow,  and 
t  up  and  down  the  world  as  a  deceiver,  and 
iras  true.  Yet  all  we  were  al>out,  was  an 
t  supplication,  that  his  majesty  might 
mind  the  oath  of  God,  and  oppose  those  abjured 
COfTuptions  of  prelacy,  and  ceremonies  that  are 
fWff^wg  in,  and  that  he  might,  for  advancing  of 
nCMmation,  employ  fit  instmments  in  places  of 
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prisoned  ministers ;  but  it  was  much    .  ^^^^ 
opposed  bysomeministers  who  turn- 
ed bishops,  and  their  undertakings,  and  some 
worthy  members  who  exerdsed  too  much 
charity  for  their  false  brethren.     Thus  they 
continued  a  considerable  time  in  prison,  till  at 


power  and  trust,  who  are  friends  thereunto; 
and  we  should  desire  no  other  vindication,  but 
that  our  supplication  might  be  printed. 

Always,  dearly  belovwl,  till  i  be  able,  if  the 
Lord  will,  to  speak  face  to  face,  I  shall  desire 
no  other  favour  of  you,  but  that  you  will  endea- 
vour that  the  people  may  not  stumble,  but  retain 
somewhat  of  charity  to  me,  till  Go<|  shall  fulfil 
his  promise,  in  maldng  righteousness  appear, 
that  the  upright  in  heart  may  follow  after  it. 
I  beseech  you,  in  the  bowels  of  Jesus  Christ, 
take  heed  to  yourselves,  and  to  the  flock  over 
which  the  Holy  Ghost  hath  made  you  overseers : 
much  more  lieth  upon  you  now,  than  formerly 
when  I  was  with  you.  Remember,  I  beseech 
you,  that  you  watch  as  those  that  must  give  an 
account,  and  that  the  adversary  is  going  about 
as  a  roaring  lion,  continually  seeldnf  whom  he 
may  devour.  Ah !  my  heart  bleedeu  to  think 
how  much  he  prevaileth  with  the  most  part, 
and  how  few  there  are  who  will  lay  hold  on  the 
free  offers  of  grace  and  salvation  through  a 
redeemer, and  come  to  Jesus  that  they  maynave 
life.  Edinburgh  hath  long  had  the  plenty  and 
purity  of  the  glorious  gospel,  but  ah !  who  hath 
believed  our  report,  and  to  whom  is  the  arm  of 
the  Lord  revealed  ?  It  is  true  the  Lord  hath  a 
remnant,  yea,  a  precious  remnant,  among  us, 
else  we  should  have  been  like  to  Gomorrah; 
but  yet  ahu  for  the  blindness  and  hardness,  the 
looseness  and  profanity  of  the  most  part,  who 
live,  in  effect,  without  God  in  the  world:  ah, 
that  in  their  day  they  might  know  the  things 
that  belong  to  uieir  peace,  before  they  be  hid 
from  their  eyes !  I  Icnow  there  are  many  such 
under  your  charge,  but  let  me  beseech  you  to  be 
serious  with  them,  while  you  have  occasion,  and 
to  walk  ezemplarily  before  them.  It  is  not  to 
preachers  only,  but  to  all  Christie  followers^  in 
their  own  place  and  station,  that  he  saith,  Let 
your  light  so  shine  before  men,  that  they  seeing 
your  good  works,  may  glorify  your  Father  which 
is  in  heaven.  As  for  me,  the  Lord  knoweth, 
that  as  I  have  no  greater  grief  by  this  restraint, 
than  my  absence  from  you,  (which  would  be  a 
deep  sorrow  indeed,  but  that  I  am  persuaded  of 
the  call  of  God  to  this  piece  of  service  that  is 
now  put  in  my  hands)  so  can  I  have  no  greater 
joy  and  comfort,  than  to  hear  of  all  your  liappi- 
ness,  and  of  your  love  to  the  gospel,  and  care  to 
adorn  the  same  by  your  h^y  and  blameless 
conversation.  I  shall  add  no  more,  but  my 
earnest  request  for  your  prayers  before  the  throne 
of  grace ;  and  so  recommending  you  and  all  the 
flooc,  to  him  who  is  the  great  shepherd  and 
bishop  of  your  souls,  I  rest, 

Your  servant  for  Christ^s  sake, 

Jo.  SriaLiMG. 
Edinburffh,  Sept.  11. 

P.  S.  If  It  be  possible,  that  your  care  and 
mine  together,  could  provide  preaching  in  your 
own  church,  till  we  know  whether  the  Lord 
will  shorten  this  trial  unto  me,  I  wish  we  could 
doit 


w 


THE  II19T0RT  OF  THE  SUFFXRIN08  (]B00K  I. 


•^^  l«iigtli  a  good  many  of  them  were 
let  oot  of  the  castle^  but  still  cod- 
ftned  totheirdiambenat  Edkrirargh,  tiU  tlie 
littii^  down  of  the  parfiament;  some  of 
then  had  only  their  prison  changed;  and 
aeferal  other  ministers  were  seized,  as  we 
may  bear  in  the  further  accounts  of  the 
procedure  of  the  committee,  which  I  come 
now  to  hint  at 

Mr.  Archdeacon  Eachanfs   account  of 
the  imprisonment  of  those  ministers,  voL  iiL 
p.  39,  deserves  our  notice.    In  the  progress 
of  this  history,  we  shall  find  him  once  and 
again  giring  rery  indistinct  and  unfair  re- 
presentations of  our  Scots  afiairs  during  the 
period  before  me,  in  the  short  and  lame 
hints  he  hath.    Here  he  speaks  of  those 
■mufters  as   the  prime  managers  of  the 
church  of  Scotland;  whereas  though  they 
were  excellent  persons,  yet  at  this  juncture 
they  were  fiur  from  being  the  prime  actors 
in  the  church.    We  have  seen  that  they 
could  scarce  prerail  to  hare  any  meeting 
among  brethreo  of  their  own  sentiments, 
and  how  thin  the  meetii^  they  had  was. 
But  this  innuendo  must  be  made,  that  they 
were  the  prime  ministers  of  the  kirk  party, 
that  the  odium  of  the  remonstrance,  unlaw- 
ful meetings,  and  seditious  papers,  and  other 
hard  names  now  made  use  of  against  the 
remonstrators,  raaght  lie  upon  all  presby- 
terian  ministers.    It  would  seem  to  be  with 
some  such  view  as  this,  that  he  says.  They 
met  and  drew  up  a  remonstrance.    I  can 
scarce  think  this  author  is  so  absolute  a 
stranger  to  the  Scots  history,  as  to  blend 
the  remonstrance  formed  ten  years  before, 
widi  the  petition  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Guthrie 
and  the  rest  at  this  time^  though  we  shall 
meet  with  as  gross  mistakes  in  the  celebrated 
English  writers  when  they  treat  of  Scots 
afibirs.    But  one  must  think  he  would  have 
his  reader  believe,  that  all  those  excellent 
numsters  were  remonstrants.    An  historian 
ought  to  give  every  thixig  he  speaks  of  its 
own  name,  and  not  talk  of  a  supplication 
under  that  of  a  remonstrance.    It  was  a 
piece  of  greater  justice  in  Mr.  Eachard,  a 
few  lines  below,  to  take  notice  of  the  king's 
prodamatioa  concerning  the  carriage  of  his 
sutjects,  November  1st,  1660,  and  candidly 
to  uuert  the  clause  dischaiig^  addresses 


to  his  majesty,  exeept  by  the  paAnnent  or 
committee  of  estates^  with  die  promise  of 
an  indemnity,  wUdi  for  private  ends  wu 
long  delayed. 

Next  day  afbr  the  miniitcra  were  seind^ 
the  committee  of  estates  go  on  to  some- 
what that  was  more  extenshre,  and  dischaige 
all  meetings  without  the  kii^s  authori^, 
and  seditious  petitions.  The  prodamatioD 
will  stand  best  in  its  own  Ugfat, 


PtoekamHom  dy  tike  eowuniUee  cf  eiMei, 
agauui  uuiairful  meeimgs^  and  sedUkna 
paperi.     At   Edmbur^    Awgmti    844i 
1660. 
«  The  committee  of  estates^  in  obetfieoce 
to  his  majesty's  proclamation,  bdi^  met 
and  taking  to  their  serious  consideratioo, 
the  goodness  of  God,  who  in   his  great 
mercy  hath  restored  the  king's  majesty  to 
the  exerdse  of  his  royal  government ;  and 
withal  considering  his  majesty's  great  care 
of,  and  affection  to  his  ancient  kingdom  of 
Scotland,  in   calling  and  authorizing  the 
said  committee  of  estates  to  meet;  and 
they  finding  it  thdr  duty  to  prevent  all 
unlawful  meetings,  which  may  tend  to  the 
prejudice  of  his  miyesty's  service,  or  may 
i^gain  involve   his  majest/s  subjects  into 
new    troubles,  have    thought    fit,    in   his 
majesty's  name  and  authority,  to  prohibit, 
and  by  these  presents  do  prohibit  and  dis- 
charge  all    unlawful    and    unwarrantable 
meetings   and  conventicles,  in   any  place 
within  his  majesty's  kingdom  of  Scotland, 
without  his  majes^s  special  authority;  and 
likewise  all  seditious  petitions  and  remon- 
strances, under  what  pretext  soever,  which 
may  tend  to  the  disturbance  of  the  peace  of 
this  kingdom,  or  alienating  or  diminishing 
the  affections  of  his  majesty's  subjects  from 
their  due  obedience  to  his  majesty's  lawful 
authority ;  and  that  under  all  highest  pains. 
And  for  that  effect  appoints  all  sheriffi  of 
shires,  and  magistrates  of  burghs,  to  be 
careful  within  their  respective  bounds,  that 
no  such  pernicious  and  dangerous  meetings 
be  permitted;  but  that  they  may  be  pre- 
vented, hindered,  made  known,  and  dis- 
covered, to  the  committee  of  estates :  and 
ordains  these  presents  to  be  printed  and 
pubUaked.      QA^gned   m  the   name,    and 
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I  shall  not  stay  to  auke  any  obaerreB 
upoa  this  pforlamarion.    We  need  not  be 
critical  upon  the  narratiye  and  style;  this 
vas  a  great  and  sudden  chaoge,  and  that 
by  people  who  had  been  acquainted  with, 
yea,  active  in  a  quite    other  method  of 
speaking  and  doing  than  thLs*  which  puts 
all  into  the  king's  hand.    Our  people  seem 
to  be  cautious  at  firstp  nemo  repente  fJL  iur* 
pissimtu;  and  they  only  discharge  unlawful 
and  unwarranted  meetings,  which  all  sides 
must  own  should  be  discharged :  but  then 
the  question  is,  what  are  these  ?  and  all 
seditious  petitions  and  remonstrances  arc 
discharged.    Indeed  the  first  seems  to  be 
understood  of  all  meetings  not  called  and 
authorized  by  the  king;  but  it  is  not  time 
yet  to  speak  out,  till  the  great  work  and 
excellent  laws  made  after  the  year  1640  be 
rescinded;  and  there  is  no  doubt  this  pro- 
clamation was  very  much  against  the  present 
laws,  in  the  sense  in  which  it  is  designed, 
though  die  douUe  and  extensive  phrases, 
unlawful  and  unwarrantable^  Scc^  screened 
the  majoben  from  attacks. 

When  the  king's  letter  to  the  presbytery 
of  Edinburgh  came  down,  September  Sd, 
of  which  more  just  now,  it  rather  heightened 
dum  slackened  tlie  committee's  procedure 
against  gentlemen  and  ministers.  The 
hretlnen  for  the  pnblie  resolutions  made 
too  nmdi  of  it;  and  all  who  fitvoured  the 
protest  and  remonstranoe  were  looked  upon 
^  ilmost  as  rebels  and  enenues  to  the  king, 
and  accordingly  dealt  with  by  the  committee, 
who  went  on  to  censure^  harass,  and  im- 
prison diemu  Upon  the  14th  of  September, 
by  dMir  <mler,  Joim  Graham,  provost  of 
Glasgow,  and  John  Spreul,  town-derk  there, 
were  iaprisoned  in  Edinbui^  tolbooth. 
Both  of  diem  had  been  reckoned  favourers 
of  the  leaonstrance,  and  yet  they  were 
pious  and  excellent  persons.  The  commit- 
tee sent  an  order  to  the  magistrates  of 


From  tfaeace  be  was  sent  to  the 
easde  of  Stirling,  and  continued  in 
confinement  till  the  parliament  sat,  Bfr.  Gil- 
lespie indeed  had  fidlen  in  very  much  with  the 
usurper,  and  was  in  this  very  much  alone,  and 
£ew  or  none  of  the  mimsters  followed  hanL 
That  same  day,  the  committee  of  estates 
confined  Mr.  Robert  Row,  minister  at 
Abercom,  and  Mr.  William  Wiseheart. 
minister  at  Kinneil,  to  their  cfaambens  at 
Edinbuigli.  Both  of  them  were  excellent 
persons,  but  suspected  to  fevour  the  brethren 
who  were  fi>r  the  protestation,  and  had 
used  some  fi^edom  in  their  sermons.  Upon 
Thursday,  September  20th,  Mr.  M^seheart, 
and  with  him  provost  Jaffitiy,  director  of 
chancellory,  were  imprisoned  in  Edinburgh 
tolbooth.  About  the  same  time  Mr.  James 
Guthrie  was  sent  from  Edinburgh  castie  to 
Stirling,  by  order  of  the  committee,  where 
he  continued  till  the  parliament  called  for 
him  in  order  to  his  trial,  or  near  about  that 
time,  when  we  shall  again  meet  with  hhn. 

September  19th,  a  proclamation  is  pub- 
lished against  two  known  books :  the  first 
writ,  and  long  before  printed,  by  the  rev- 
erend and  learned  Mr.  Samuel  Rutherford, 
entitled  Ijcx  Rex,  The  other  supposed  to 
be  drawn  up  by  Mr.  James  Guthrie,— the 
Causes  of  God's  Wrath.  I  have  insert  the 
committee's  proclamation  about  them.*  We 


Glasgow,  to  oblige  Mr.  Patrick  G31espie, 
prin^pal  of  the  college,  to  compear  before 
them ;  wluch  he  did :  and  September  15th, 
was  made  (tfisoner  in  the  castle  of  Edinbui;^. 


*  A  proclamation  against  two  seditioiis  books 
or  pamphlets,  tht  one  entitled  Lex  Rex,  the 
other,  the  Causes  of  God's  Wrath,  &c. 

The  committee  of  estates,  now  presently  con- 
▼ened  by  his  nif^|etty's   special   warrant   and 
authority,  taking  into  theur  consideration,  that 
there  are  two  books,  the  one  entitled  Lex  Rex, 
and  the  other,  the  Causes  of  God's  Wrath,  &c 
printed  and  dispersed  by  some  rebellions  and 
seditioos  persons  within  tiiis  kingdom,  cnn- 
ning ly,  and  of  purpose  to  commt  the  mhids  of 
his  m«esty*8  loyal  suUects,  to  alienate  and  with- 
draw them  from  that  dutv  of  lore  and  obedience, 
that   tliey  owe   unto   his  sacred   person  and 
greaitness,  stirring  them  up  sgainst  his  mi^Jesty 
sod  kiogiy  government,  and  containing  many 
things  injnrfous  to  the  king's  mijesty's  person 
and  authority,  laying  the  foundatmn  and  seeds 
of  rdiellion,  for  the  present  and  future  genera- 
tions: therefore,  in  consideration  of  the  prem- 
iees,  the  nid  committee  of  estates  do  declare  the 
■aid   two   books   to  be  full  of  seditious  and 
treasonable  matter,  animating  his  mi^esty*s  good 
suljects  to  rise  up  in  rebdlion  against  their 
lawfol  prince  and  sovereign,  and  poisoning  their 
hearts  with  many  seditious  and  T^VMlUot^A  -^tVcv- 
ciples,  preJudicVal  to  the  Adnf^'%  m«y%\.Y^  v«vstt» 
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lgg^  shall  meet  with  a  good  many  pikers 
of  this  nature  afterwards.  The  com- 
mittee introduce  a  phraseology,  pretty  much 
out  of  doors  for  some  time  in  Scotland,  but 
▼ery  much  followed  in  the  period  I  am 
upon,  how  properly  I  am  not  to  consider, 
~  the  king's  sacred  greatness."  Very  liberally 
they  determine  the  authors  of  those  books, 
and  the  printers  and  dispersers  of  them,  to 
be  rebellious  and  seditious  persons,  "  that 
they  contain  many  things  injurious  to  the 
king,  and  laying  the  foundation  and  seeds 
of  rebellion,  that  they  are  full  of  treason- 
able matter,"  with  many  other  hard  words. 
They  call  in  the  copies,  and  order  them  to 
be  delivered  to  Mr.  Robert  Dalgleish,  his 
majesty's  solicitor,  in  less  than  a  month's 
tune ;  and  declare,  that  all  and  every  one 
who,  after  the  15th  of  October,  shall  have 
any  copies  of  them,  shall  not  only  be 
esteemed  enemies  to  the  king,  but  punished 
accordingly  in  their  persons  and  estates. 
Such  summar  declarations  coming  so  near 
the  popish  index  prohilntorius,  and  their 
inquisition,  espedally  when  pointed  at  books, 
which  will  still  be  valued,  where  a  sense  of 
religion  and  liberty  prevails,  may  surprise 
the  reader ;  but  in  a  little  time  he  will  find 
them  turning  common.  Mr.  Sharp,  now 
come  down,  had  a  particular  quarrel  with 
Messrs.  Rutherford  and  Guthrie,  and  pro- 

his  royal  auihority»  and  to  the  peace  of  this 
kingdom :  and  tliat  tlie  foresaid  two  boolu  ought 
not  to  be  read,  perused,  nor  Icept  in  the  hands  or 
custody  of  any  of  his  maiestv^  licffes ;  but  that 
the  same  be  called  in,  and  deliTered  up,  that  his 
ini^esty*s  good  subjects  be  not  longer  infected  or 
poisoned  thereby.  And  for  this  effect  they  do 
ordain  all  and  wliatsoever  persons,  hayers  of  the 
Mid  books  in  their  hands  or  custody,  to  bring 
and  deliver  the  same  to  Mr.  Robert  Dalgleish, 
his  mi^esty*8  solicitor  in  Scotland,  betwixt  and 
the  sixteenth  day  of  October  next  to  come :  with 
certification  to  all  and  every  one  of  these  who 
■hall  refuse  to  do  the  same,  and  with  whom  any 
of  the  said  books  shall  be  found  after  the  said 
day,  they,  and  each  one  of  them,  shall  not  only 
be  esteemed  enemies  to  the  king's  majesty,  his 
authority,  and  the  peace  of  this  klncdom,  but 
also  they  shall  I>e  punished  accordingly  in  their 
persons  and  estates,  as  the  king's  majesty  and 
estates  of  parliament,  or  the  said  committee, 
shall  think  fit.  And  ordain  these  presente  to  be 
forthwith  printed  and  published  at  the  market- 
eroeses  of  Edinburgh  and  head  burghs  within 
tlie  shires  of  this  kingdom,  that  none  pretend 
Icnorance  hereof.     Extracted  forth  of  the  books 


of  the  said  committee,  by  me, 

Jo. 


Hat,  Cler.  Com. 
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secuted  it  a  little  fiirtfaer  than  thu  public 
mark  upon  those  two  books.  In  short,  the 
principles  laid  down  in  the  first,  never  yet 
disproven,  and  the  plain  fiEu;ta  in  the  last, 
were  diametrically  opposite  to  the  course 
now  entering  on,  and  therefi>re  they  must 
be  prohibited. 

The  day  following  a  more  general  thrust 
is  given  against  all  whom  the  committee 
were  pleased  to  name  remonstrants  and 
their  adherents,  in  their  proclamation, 
September  20th,  which  I  have  likewise 
added.*    The  paper  speaks  (or  itself  witb- 


*  A  proclamation  against  all  seditious  raiJen 
and  slMiderers,  whetl^r  civil  or  ecclesiastic,  of 
the  king's  nu^esty  and  his  government;  and 
against  remonstrators  and  their  adherents,  and 
against  all  unlawful  convocation  of  his  majesty's 
lieges. 

At  Edinburgh,  the  SOth  of  September,  166a 
The  committee  of  estates,  presently  oonveoued 
by  his  majesty's  special  warrant  and  aatlMNrity, 
laying  seriously  to  heart  the  great  trust  commit- 
ted to  them,  for  carrying  on,  ordering  and  usiDf 
of  all  means  which  may  tend  to  the  securii^  of 
the  neaoe  of  this  kingdom,  and  maintaining  and 
furtnering  his  mi^esty's  power  and  authority 
therein ;  considering,  that  by  many  acts  of  par- 
liament^ all  leasinff-makera,  and  tellers  thereof, 
nuikers  of  evil  mformation,  or  engenderimr 
discord  betwixt  the  king  and  his  peoj^e,  aU 
reproachers  or  slanderem  of  his  maiesty,  govern- 
ment, or  realms,  depravers  of  his  laws,  misooo- 
struers  of  his  proceedings,  meddlers  in  Uie  affidn 
of  his  estate;  as  also,  all  hearers  of  any  such 
leaslngs,  calumnies,  or  slanders,  by  word  or 
writ,  and  concealers  thereof,  should  be  punished 
as  seditious  persons,  enemies  to  his  mi^esty,  and 
the  pain  of  death  to  be  executed  upon  ^em,  as 
at  length  is  contained  in  the  4Sd  act  of  kin; 
James  I.  his  Sd  parL  the  8Sd  act  of  king  James 
V.  his  6th  pari,  the  lS4th  act,  parL  8th,  the 
10th  act,  pari.  10th,  the  805th  act,  parL  14th,  of 
king  James  VI.  and  the  27th  act  or  the  Sd  pari, 
of  his  sacred  mi^esty's  umquhile  dearest  fiuher, 
of  blessed  memory ;  which,  more  particularly  in 
relation  to  any  such  reproaches,  lies,  or  calum- 
nies, concerning  the  kingdom  of  England,  and 
his  majesty's  worthy  subjects  therein,  is  expresily 
prohibited  by  the  9th  act  of  king  James  VI.  bis 
SOth  parL  holden  in  anno  1609,  under  the  pain 
specined  in  the  said  act :  likeas,  all  convocation 
of  his  m^esty's  lieges,  without  his  mijesty'i 
special  command,  or  express  license,  w^hi^evcr 
quality,  estate,  or  function  the  persons  be  of, 
spiritual  or  temporal,  is  expressly  prohibited  by 
the  ISlst  act,  parL  8th,  king  James  VI.  undet' 
the  pains  therein  contained.  As  also,  the  remon- 
strance presented  to  the  committee  of  estates,  in 
anno  1650,  declared  by  his  migesty  and  psr- 
liament,  in  July  1651,  seditious  and  treaMmaUe: 
nevertheless,  and  albeit  it  hath  pleased  tbs 
Almiffhty  God,  of  his  wonderful  goodness  and 
providence,  happily  to  restore  his  sacred  m.i^ty 
to  the  peaceable  government  of  his  ancient 
kingdoms,  and  all  his  majesty's  sul^ecta  to  their 
wonted  peace,  fireedom,  and  privilege^  which  is 
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out  any  commentary.  A  large  enumeration 
b  made  of  the  laws  and  acts  against  Icasing- 
making,  and  particularly  calumnies  against 
his  majesty's  kingdom  of  England,  and  his 
worthy  subjects  there.  This  pointed  at 
such,  who  in  preaching  or  conversation 
regretted  the  establishment  of  the  hierarchy 
and  ceremonies  there,  contrary  to  the  cove- 
nants. The  laws  against  all  convocations 
and  meetings  without  the  king's  command, 
which,  if  I  mistake  not,  were  rescinded 
expressly  by  the  parliaments,  approven  by 
king  Charles  L,  and  all  ratified  by  the 
present  king,  are  next  set  down,  with  the 
declaration  of  the  parliament,  July,  1651, 
that   the   remonstrance    presented  to  the 


(as  it  ought  to  be)  a  matter  of  f^reat  rHoicing  to 
all  food  Christians,  and  loyal  subjects  whatsoever, 
botn  at  home  and  abroad :  yet  the  said  commit- 
tee of  estates,  certainly  knowing,  and  receiving 
daily  information,  that  several  of  his  majesty's 
lieges,  and  subjects  within  this  kingdom,  do, 
eontraiy  to  the  said  acts  of  parliament,  convo- 
cate,  convene,  and  assemble  themselves,  without 
his  miyeaty's  special  command  and  license ;  and 
that  tuere  are  several  scandalous  seditious 
ipeechea  uttered  and  preached  in  sermons,  deela- 
maUons,  and  otherwise,  and  several  calumnious 
pasquals,  libels,  rhymes,  end  other  writs,  devised, 
vented,  and  publisned,  to  the  reproach  or  slander 
of  his  majesty's  person,  estate,  or  government : 
aa  also,  tnat  several  his  migesty's  subjects  do 
own,  adhere  to^  avow,  abet,  or  assist  the  foresaid 
remonstrance,  whereby  his  majesty's  loyal,  well 
meaning  sulbijects,  may  be  drawn  from  their  due 
aUegiance,  and  ensnared  in  such  seditious  com- 
binations and  meetings,  and  involved  in  their 
aaid  treasonable  plots  and  practices,  unless 
timoos  remedy  be  provided:  therefor^  the 
eommittee  of  estates,  in  his  migcsty*s  name 
and  authority,  command  and  chfu*ge,  that  no 
sulgeet,  or  subjects  within  this  kingdom,  of 
whatsoever  quality,  estate,  or  function  they  be 
df,  spiritual  or  temporal,  presume,  or  take  upon 
hand,  to  convocate,  convene,  or  assemble  them- 
selves together,  for  holding  of  councils,  conven- 
tions, or  assemblies,  to  treat,  consult,  or  deter- 
minate in  any  matt^  of  estate,  civil  or  ecclesias- 
Uc  (except  In  the  ordinary  judicatories),  without 
his  mi^ie8ty*8  special  command  and  express 
UcenseThad  and  obtained  to  that  effect :  as  also, 
that  n<Hie  of  them,  of  whatsoever  function, 
degree,  or  quality,  presume,  nor  take  upon 
hand,  privately  or  publicly,  in  sermons,  preach- 
ings, aedamations,  speeches,  or  otherwise,  by 
word  or  writ,  to  utter,  devise,  or  vent  any  pur- 
pose of  refnoach,  or  slander,  against  hismi^esty*s 
person,  estate,  or  government,  his  parents,  or 
progenitors,  or  to  deprave  his  laws  and  acts  of 
p^Sament,  or  misconstrue  his  proceedings, 
whereby  any  misliking  may  be  moved  betwixt 
his  mijesty,  and  his  nooility,  and  loving  subjects, 
or  to  meduUe  in  the  affain  of  his  mi^esty  and 
his  estate,  present,  bygone,  and  in  time  coming ; 
or  to  own,  abet,  or  assist  the  foresaid  remuii- 
straooe :   with  oatiABBUon,  they  §haii  be  pro- 
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committee  of  estates,  1650,  against  .^^^ 
malignants  bdng  employed  in  offices, 
was  seditious  and  treasonable.  Then  the 
committee  having  information,  *'  that  those 
laws  are  contravened,  by  slanders  on  his 
majesty  and  government,  unlawful  conven- 
tions of  the  lieges,  owning  the  remonstrance, 
meddling  in  the  affairs  of  his  majesty,  and 
his  estate,  present  and  bygone,  they  dis- 
chai^  the  same  under  the  pains  contained 
in  the  said  laws,  and  declare  that  all  who 
hear  any  such  leasings,  calumnies,  or  sland* 
crs,  and  reveal  them  not,  shall  incur  the 
same  punishment  with  the  principal  offender. 
And  that  the  lieges  being  most  easily  en- 
snared by  seditious  and  treasonable  courses 


ceeded  against,  conform  to  the  tenors  of  the  said 
respective  acts  of  parliament.  Likeas,  the  said 
committee  of  estates  declare,  that  any  person  or 
persons,  who  hear  any  such  leasing,  calumny, 
or  slanderous  speech,  or  shall  see  or  have  any 
such  pasquils,  or  writs,  as  aforesaid,  and  reveal 
not  the  same  to  his  miyesty,  or  one  of  the  said 
committee,  or  to  tlic  sheriff,  steward,  or  bailie  of 
the  shire,  stewards  in  regality  or  royalty,  or  to 
the  provost  or  one  of  the  bailies  within  burgh, 
as  with  best  conveniency  he  may,  by  whom  the 
same  may  come  to  the  Imowledgo  ot  his  majesty, 
his  parliament,  the  said  committee  of  estates,  or 
his  majesty's  privy  council,  by  whom  the  said 
Icasing-maikers,  and  authors  or  such  slanderous 
speeches,  may  be  called,  tried,  and  puiiishe<l, 
according  to  the  said  ai^ts;  in  that  case  they 
shall  incur  the  like  censure  or  punishment,  as 
the  principal  party  offender.  And  the  said 
committee  of  estates  considering,  that  his  ma- 
jesty's lieges  are  subject  more  easily  to  be  en- 
snared and  enticed  to  any  such  seditious  or  trea- 
sonable courses  and  practices,  by  ministers  in 
their  sermons,  prayers,  declamations,  and  private 
discourses ;  the  said  committee  do  declane,  that 
upon  information  given  to  them  of  any  thing 
uttered  or  spoken,  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  the 
preceding  act,  the  same  bein^  lawfully  proven  in 
presence  of  the  said  committee,  or  parliament, 
or  his  majesty's  privy  council,  they  summarily 
will  sequestrate  their  whole  stipend,  and  im- 
prison their  person,  until  his  majesty,  parlia- 
ment, or  committee  ot  estates,  or  any  other 
judge  competent,  shall  proceed  to  the  final  cog- 
nition and  sentencing  of  their  said  crime  or 
crimes.  And  to  the  effect  that  this  act  and 
ordinance  may  come  to  the  knowledge  of  all  his 
nii^esty's  lieges,  ordain  publication  to  be  made 
thereor,  at  the  market-cross  of  Edinburgh,  and 
at  the  market-crosses  of  the  head-bui^hs  of  the 
shires;  and  ordain  the  magistrates  of  the  several 
head  burghs  to  send  so  many  of  the  said  procla- 
mations to  each  collector  of  the  assessment  of 
every  shire,  requiring  the  said  collector  to  send 
the  same  to  the  several  parishes,  that  the  fore- 
sai<l  proclamation  may  oe  read  after  sermon, 
and  fixed  upon  the  kirk-doors  of  each  uarish, 
and  upon  the  market-cross  of  each  head  burgh. 
Extracted  forth  of  the  WtW  ot  V>\«  «b^^  ^tutgW^ 
tee,  by  me»  3o.  Hkx«  C\kc«  ^x^ 
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liiAA  t^  precdces  by  mmisten  in  their 
*^-  Hnmmt.  prayeiB,  dedHadoni,  «id 
private  (yscouraes,  they  declare,  tliit  upon 
infonnatioii  given,  their  stipends  shall  be  se- 
qoestrete,  and  their  persons  imprisoned;" 
as  the  proclamation  more  fiiUy  bcwrs. 

This  procedure  opened  a  door  to  make 
many  offisnders  for  a  word,  and  nobody 
against  whom  the  present  managers  had  a 
design  eould  escape,  ministers  were  attack- 
ed for  their  sermons  and  other  discourses; 
and  many  gentlemen,  especially  snch  who 
favoured  the  remonstrance^  were  brought  to 
trouble.  No  small  advantage  was  brought 
about  to  the  courses  now  entering  upon,  by 
this  proclamation.  Two  things  will  ofier  to 
the  reader,  almost  without  my  help;  the 
most  zealous  of  the  ministers  were  laid  open 
to  a  prosecution,  and  others  they  hoped  to 
overawe  into  a  sinful  silence,  in  not  giving 
fidthfiil  warning  to  their  flocks  of  the  en- 
croachments making  upon  our  civil  and  sa- 
cred rights.  And  though  the  protesters,  as 
they  were  termed,  had  the  storm  first  falling 
on  them,  yet  good  numbers  of  the  resolu- 
tioners,  though  silent  for  a  little,  under 
hopes  given  them  of  a  general  assembly  to 
set  matters  right,  and  being  deceived  by  the 
letter  to  the  presbytery  of  Edinburgh,  very 
soon  fell  under  the  pains  in  this  proclama- 
tion :  and  all,  save  the  compilers  with  pre- 
lacy, were  sent  to  the  furnace  together. 
Another  view  was,  to  influence  and  model 
to  the  mind  of  the  court,  the  elections  for 
the  ensuing  parliament. 

A  great  body  of  gentlemen  of  the  best 
estates  and  greatest  interest  in  the  natkm, 
who  had  appeared  with  the  greatest  vigour 
for  the  woiic  of  reformation  since  the  (year) 
1637,  and  had  likewise  given  the  greatest 
evidences  of  concern  for  the  royal  fiunily, 
under  the  usurpation,  several  of  whom  were 
concerned  in  the  remonstrance^  behoved 
now  to  be  struck  at.  Their  interest  in  shires 
was  great,  they  mii^  be  troublesome  in 
parliament,  being  heartily  against  arbitrary 
power,  and  torn  prindple  attached  to  the 
constitution  of  this  churdi;  and  now  the 
managers  behoved  to  be  rid  of  them.  Some 
were  <nted  before  the  committee,  others 
were  confined;  and  thus  their  influence 
upoa  electhoM  wai  prevented.     And  no 
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doubt,  threatemqgSy  and  foar  of  danger,  m 
diis  unsettled  time^  prevailed  with  aenmil  to 
lie  by,  so  that  the  dectioiia  went  pretty 
smoothly  on,  acoordii^  to  the  desire  of  tht 


Not  having  seen  any  fiiU  aecount  of  the 
procedure  of  the  committee^  with  rdatioB  to 
gentlemen,  and  in  proeecucbn  of  this  severs 
proclamation,  I  can  give  but  some  hints  of 
what  they  did,  and  no  doubt  much  of  their 
work  was  nnder  ground.  At  Edinbui^glh,  ss 
we  have  heard,  ordcn  came  down  to  seiie 
some  of  the  most  active  gentlemen,  before 
the  committee  sat  down.  When  the  com- 
mission came  to  secure  Sir  Archfliald  John- 
ston of  Warriston,  majoci-general  Afoigan 
was  empowered  to  seize  Sir  James  Stuart, 
provost  of  Edinburgh,  and  Sir  John  Chiesly 
of  Carswell,  two  gentlemen  of  very  strict 
morals,  shining  piety,  considerable  infhicnre, 
and  singular  for  their  loyalty  to  the  king 
under  Oliver's  government  By  a  trick,  Sir 
James  was  trepanned  to  convoy  Sir  John  to 
the  castle  of  Edinburgh,  and  there  the 
major-general  left  them  both  the  king's  pris- 
oners ;  and  for  many  years  they  continued 
either  imder  bond  and  bail,  or  confinement, 
as  a  reward  for  their  concern  and  sufferings 
for  the  king's  interest  when  at  its  lowest* 

Mr.  John  Harper,  afterwards  Sir  John,  in 
Lanarkshire,  v^as  in  Sqitember  obliged  to 
sign  the  bond  we  shall  just  now  hear  o£,  and 
to  give  bail  that  he  should  appear  before 
the  committee  or  parliament  to  answer  what 
should  be  diaigcd  upon  him,  under  the 
highest  pains.  And  September  26th,  I  find 
Ker  of  Orecnhead,  and  I^ingle  of  Green- 
know,  are  committed  by  the  committee  of 
estates  to  the  castle  of  Edinbux^h,  for  al- 
leged aiding,  assisting,  and  partaking  with 
the  remonstrators  and  seditious  persons. 
About  this  time  Mr.  Pringle  of  Torwoodlee, 
as  we  may  afterwards  hear,  and  several 
others,  were  brought  to  no  small  trouble. 

Upon  the  10th  of  October,  the  committee 
fugitate  Sir  Archibald  Jdmston  of  Warris- 
ton,  colonel  Gilbert  Ker,  colond  David 

-  — 

*  Mr  Kirkpatriok  Sharpe  aUtm  that  Sir  John 
Chledy  wa«  oricinally  the  lenrant  of  Mr  A.  Han- 
derson ;  he  oogfat  in  candour  to  have  euted  abo, 
that  hi  tboee  days  the  term  <*  serrEnt"  or  tervita^, 
UManiaderkar  private Mcretsry.-^fSci. 
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day,  John  Hame^  Robert  Andrew  of 

b  Taibet,  and  ITilfiam  Dimdt8,late  mi- 
iaor.    Their  cBie  wat  indeed  peculwr: 

had  been  named  trostees  in  Scotland 
iiver  OomweU ;  and  being  at  London 
WilHam  Pnnrca  and  Mr.  Robert 
ge,  and  pretty  mudi  involTed  in  Crom* 
n  affidra,  were  all  diacfaarged  courts  sare 
riatoBy  who  was  before  ibis  come  to 
land»  and  ordered  to  appear  before  the 
amenft  when  it  aat.  Midtitudea  of  other 
loneii,  in  maiqr  ibirea  i^xm  the  sooth 
ay,  were  bron^  before  the  committee 
rtatea.  If  they  had  any  UrieraUe  in- 
adona  against  diem^  aa  to  their  eom- 
oea  under  the  English,  or  their  warm 
to  the  remonstrance  and  protestation, 

the  following  bond  waa  ofoed  them, 
to  aereral  nmusters  also,  to  sign ;  bear- 
die  name  and  designation  of  the  prin- 

peraon  bomid,  and  a  cautioner  for  each, 
«in  they  were  oldiged^— "  That  the 
jpal  party  diall  not  in  any  manner  of 

directly  or  indirectly,  plot,  contrire, 
k,  or  do  any  thing  tending  or  what  may 
to  the  hurt,  pr^udice^  or  derogation  of 
ngeaty'a  royal  peraon,  or  any  of  tiuit 
I  fiumly,  or  of  his  highness'  power 
BDtbority ;  €fr  shall  act  or  do  any  thing, 
lly  or  indirectly,  tending,  or  that  may 

to  the  breach  or  distmrfoance  of  the 
ie  peace  of  his  majesty's  dominions; 
Aall  oonniTe,  or  concur  with  what*- 
vnt  person  or  persons  who  shall  con« 

or  do  any  such  things  as  is  before 
doned:  but  shall,  to  the  nttermost  of 
'  power,  stc^  and  let  any  such  plot  or 
;y  and  coii^)ear  personally  before  the 
■ittee,  sab-committee,  or  parliament, 
I  a  lawful  citation.  All  which  be  prom- 
to  fulfil  truly  and  reaUy.  And  in  case 
iffie  (foOnre),  he  and  his  cautioner,  con- 
fly  and  severally,  oblige  themselTes  to 
a  hi^  fine,  by  and  attour  what  other 
am,  personal  or  pecunial,  by  law  may 
Biposed  upon  the  principal  party  his 
^gresaon.  And  considering  there  was 
Donslrance  presented  to  the  committee 
■latea,  October  28d,  1650,  and  there- 
adhered  unto  by  many  gentlemen  and 
1%  by  a  biU  given  in  to  the  said  oom- 
le   in   'Hcfmnber   tiienaftarf    which 


remonstrances  being  by  his  majes^    .^^ 
and  estates  of  parliament  convened 


at  Stirliqg,  June  1651,  taken  into  considenii- 
tion,  his  majesty  and  estates  by  their  act, 
June  4th,  1651,  declare  the  said  remon- 
strance to  be  scandalous  and  injurious  to 
his  nujesty's  person,  prepidioial  to  his 
authority,  dishonourable  to  the  Idngdora, 
and  a  sowing  division  among  his  miyesty'a 
subjects:  therefore  the  said  principal  doea 
acknowledge  the  justice  of  the  said  act,  and 
MigBB  himself  that  he  shall  not  in  any 
time  coming;  directly  or  indirectly,  own, 
promote^  or  abet  the  said  remonstrance^ 
under  the  h^est  pains  that  may  follow 
upon  his  person  and  estate.**  With  a  dause 
of  regtstradon  and  execution,  in  common 
form. 

By  threetenings,  imprisonments,  and  other 
harsh  methods,  not  a  few  were  brought  to 
subscribe  this  bond,  and  renounce  the  remon- 
strance, in  ^^ch  the  most  part  now  har- 
assed had  no  hand.  But  this  was  a  good 
handle  to  bear  down  and  bring  to  trouble  a 
great  many  gentlemen  and  others  who  had 
been  most  sealous  and  forward  in  the 
work  of  reformation,  and  were  looked  on 
as  most  opposite  to  the  projects  now  on 
foot,  and  Uius  the  parliament  was  also 
the  better  modelled  for  the  work  they  had 
to  do. 

A  good  many  worthy  ministers  were  at 
this  time  brought  before  the  committee  of 
estates.  October  13th,  Mr.  John  Dickson, 
minister  of  the  gospd  at  Ruthei^en, 
appeared  before  them,  and  was  imprisoned  in 
Edinburgh  tolbooth.  Information  had  been 
given  by  Sir  James  Ebmilton  of  Elistoun, 
and  some  of  his  parishioners,  of  some  expres- 
sions he  had  used  in  a  sermon,  alleged  to  re- 
flect upon  the  government  and  committee,and 
tending  to  sedition  and  division.  This  good 
man  was  kept  in  prison  till  the  parliament 
sat,  his  church  vacated,  and  he  was  brought 
to  much  trouble.  We  shall  afUrwards  find 
him  prisoner  in  the  Bass,  for  near  seven 
years ;  and  yet  he  got  through  his  troubles, 
returned  to  his  charge  at  Rutherglen,  and 
for  several  years  af^er  the  revolution  served 
his  Master  there,  till  his  death  in  agood  old 
age;  while  that  fiunily  who  ^uxwMdL  Vascw  >& 
a  good  wink  ago  tx^nMX«aiA  >^«sa  >Mwa^ 
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1660  ^  ^'  ^**^'^^**'*  ^^'y  pufeMcly  fore- 
told in  the  hearing  of  some  yet 
alive,  after  it  had  been  a  habitation  for 
owls,  the  foundation-stones  of  it  are  digged 
up.  The  inhalntants  there  cannot  but 
observe  that  the  informers,  accusers,  and 
witnesses  against  Mr.  Dickson,  some  of 
them  then  magistrates  of  the  town,  are 
brought  so  low  that  they  are  sustained  by 
the  charity  of  the  parish. 

Mr.  James  Nasmyth,  minister  of  the 
gospel  at  Hamilton,  was  likewise  sisted 
before  the  committee,  for  words  alleged  to 
have  been  spoken  by  him  many  years 
ago.  About  the  year  1650,  when  Lambert 
was  in  the  church,  it  was  alleged,  he  pressed 
his  hearers  *'to  employ  their  power  for 
God,  and  not  in  opposition  to  the  gospel, 
otherwise  they  mi^t  expect  to  be  brought 
down  by  the  judgment  of  €k>d,  as  those 
who  went  before  were."  Mr.  Nasmyth 
this  year  was  imprisoned  for  some  time, 
and  for  several  months  kept  from  his 
chaige.  Very  soon  after  his  liberation,  he 
was,  with  many  others,  turned  firom  their 
flocks.  We  shall  meet  with  him  after- 
wards. 

Mr.  James  Simpson,  minister  at  Airth, 
in  Stiriingshire,  when  by  an  invitation  from 
Ireland  he  was  going  thither,  to  settle  in  a 
congr^tion  there,  was  seized  at  Port 
Patrick,  without  any  cause  shown  him. 
Mr.  Sharp,  I  know,  had  a  particular  pique 
at  him;  they  had  been  at  London  upon 
difierent  views  some  years  ago;  but  when 
once  in  their  hands,  he  was  flisted  before 
the  committee,  and  by  them  cast  in  prison, 
where  he  continued  till  the  parliament  con- 
vened, and  they  saw  good,  without  any 
trial,  to  banish  this  good  man  out  of  the 
king's  dominions. 

The  reader  cannot  but  remaric  that  all 
those  instances  of  severity,  as  well  as  many 
that  follow  in  this  book,  heSbre  Pentland, 
yea  even  to  Bothwell  Bridge,  can  never  be 
palliate  with  the  groundless  pretences,  that 
those  excellent  persons  were  punished  for 
rebellion  and  treason.  All  of  them  owned 
the  king's  authority;  they  had  standing 
law  upon  their  side  for  much  of  what  they 
were  quarrelled  about,  yea,  laws  made  by 
tbeir  very  persecutors:  a  good  many  of 
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them  had  sufiered  much  for  his  nujesty 
when  in  exile;  and  this  harrii  treatment 
was  all  they  and  hundreds  more  had  in 
return  for  their  stediast  loyalty  from  a  set 
of  people  now  in  power,  many  of  whom 
had  been  deeply  involved  in  compliaDce 
with  the  usurper,  and  in  moat  of  those 
very  things  for  which  those  good  persons 
were  now  harassed.  Having  dnis  nm 
through  the  procedure  of  the  committee 
of  estates  to  the  middle  of  October,  when 
they  adjourned  for  some  days,  it  is  high 
time  to  look  back  a  little  to  the  letter  from 
the  king,  which  Bfr.  Sharp  brou^t  with 
him  to  the  presbytery  of  Edinbuigfa ;  which 
was  produced  and  timed  to  soften  people's 
spirits,  under  the  attacks  making  by  the 
committee  upon  some  of  the  most  lealoas 
promoters  of  religion  and  reformation. 

In  the  introduction  we  have  had  a  pretty 
large  view  of  Mr.  Sharp's  procedure  at 
London,  where  matters  were  laid  so  in 
secret  as  the  constitution  of  this  church 
was  to  be  overturned,  and  BCr.  Sharp  to  be 
at  the  head  of  the  new  fiwne  to  be  erected. 
That  cunning  apostate  hastes  down  to 
Scotland,  and  arrived  at  Edinbm^  the 
last  day  of  August,  and  brong^  with  hiir 
the  king's  letter,  directed  to  Mr.  Robert 
Douglas,  to  be  communicated  to  the  pres- 
bytery of  Edinburgh.  Upon  Saturday, 
September  1st,  some  of  the  brethren  of 
Edinburgh  being  convened,  Mr.  Sharp  d^ 
livered  the  letter  to  Mr.  Robert  Douglss, 
and  made  report  of  his  ncigotiation;  for 
which  the  brethren  gave  him  thanks,  and 
resolved  to  convene  the  presbytery  of 
Edinbui]^,  upon  Monday,  September  2d, 
that  from  them  copies  might  be  transmitted 
to  other  presbyteries,  and  a  humble  return 
made  to  his  majesty.  Accordingly  they 
met,  and  the  letter  was  ordered  to  be  com- 
municate to  all  other  presbyteries,  as  being 
of  public  concern;  and  a  committee  was 
ordered  to  draw  up  a  return  to  the  king 
and  a  letter  to  the  secretary,  both  of  which 
I  find  approven,  September  20th.  The 
king's  letter  to  Mr.  Douglas  hath  been 
more  than  once  printed,  and  the  reader 
will  no  doubt  expect  it  here. 

"  Charles  R.    Trusty  and  well  bdoved, 
\wc  gtc«X^wi'?ieXl,    By  the  letter  you  sent 
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OS  with  tiiis  botfwr,  Mr,  James  Sharp, 
1  by  the  account  he  gare  of  the  state  of 
'  church  there^  we  have  received  full 
vrmation  of  your  sense  of  our  sufferings, 
I  of  your  constant  aflection  and  loyalty 
9iir  person  and  authority;  and  therefore 
will  detain  him  here  no  longer  (of 
ose  good  services  we  are  very  sensible), 
*  will  we  delay  to  let  you  know  by  him, 
r  gracious  accq>tance  of  your  'address, 
1  how  well  we  are  satisfied  with  your 
riages,  and  with  the  g&ierality  of  the 
niaters  of  Scotland  in  this  time  of 
il,  idiilst  some  under  specious  pretences 
erred  finom  that  duty  and  allegiance  they 
ed  to  us.  And  because  such,  who  by 
i  conntenance  of  usurpers,  have  disturbed 
i  peace  of  that  our  church,  may  also 
our  to  create  jealousies  in  the  minds  of 
Unmeaning  people,  we  have  thought  fit 
this  to  assure  you,  that,  by  the  grace  of 
id,  we  resolve  to  discountenance  pro- 
Dty,  and  all  contemners  and  opposers  of 
B  ordinances  <^  the  gospel.  We  do  also 
lolve  to  protect  and  preserve  the  govern- 
snt  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  as  it  is 
ttled  by  law,  without  violation;  and  to 
nntenance,  in  the  due  exercise  of  their 
actions,  all  such  ministers  who  shall  be- 
ffe  themselves  dutifiilly  and  peaceably  as 
comes  men  of  their  calling.  We  will 
lo  take  care  that  the  authority  and  acts 

the  general  assembly  at  St.  Andrews 
id  Dundee,  1651,  be  owned  and  stand  in 
roe  until  we  shall  call  ailother  general 
Mmbly  (which  we  purpose  to  do  as  soon 

our  afiirs  will  permit),  and  we  do  intend 

fend  for  Mr.  Robert  Douglas,  and  some 
ber  ministers,  that  we  may  speak  with 
em  in  what  may  fiirther  concern  the 
fairs  of  that  church.  And  as  we  are 
ry  wdl  satisfied  with  your  resolution  not 

meddle  without  your  sphere,  so  we  do 
pect  that  church  judicatories  in  Scotland, 
d  nunisters  there,  will  keep  within  the 
nipaas  of  their  station,  meddling  only 
th  matters  ecclesiastic,  and  promoting  our 
thority  and  interest  with  our  subjects 
mist  all  opposers;  and  that  they  will 
[c  spedal  notice  of  such,  who,  by  preach- 
^  or  private  conventicles,  or  any  other 
y,  transgress  the  limits  of  their  caliing^ 


by  endeavouring  to  oormpt  the  ^^^ 
people,  or  sow  seeds  of  disaffocdon 
to  us  or  our  government.  This  you  shall 
make  known  to  the  several  presbyteries 
within  that  our  kingdom :  and  as  we  do  give 
assurance  of  our  finrour  and  encouragement 
to  you,  and  to  all  honest  deserving  ministers 
there,  so  we  earnestly  recommend  it  to  you, 
that  you  be  earnest  in  your  prayers,  public 
and  private,  to  Almighty  God,  who  is  our 
Rock  and  our  Deliverer,  both  for  us,  and  for 
our  government,  that  we  may  have  fi'esh  and 
constant  supplies  of  his  grace,  and  the  rig^t 
improvement  of  all  his  mercies  and  deliver- 
ances, to  the  honour  of  his  great  name,  and 
the  peace,  safety,  and  benefit  of  all  our  king- 
doms. And  so  we  bid  you  heartily  fare- 
welL  Given  at  our  court  at  Whitehall, 
the  10th  of  August  1660,  and  of  our  reign 
the  12th  year. 

**  By  his  majesty's  special  command, 

^  Lauderdalb.*' 

Directed,  «  To  onr  truly  and  well 
beloved,  IVIr.  Robert  Douglas,  min- 
ister of  the  goepel  in  our  city  of 
Edinburgh;  to  be  communicated 
to  the  presbytery  of  Edinburgh." 

Reflections  upon  this  letter  are  in  some 
measure  needless,  the  after  management 
makes  the  design  of  it  obvious ;  and  the 
letter  discovers  itself  to  be  of  Mr.  Sharp's 
penning:  its  expressions  are  extremely 
well  calculate  to  lull  all  asleep  till  matters 
were  ripe  for  a  thorough  change;  a  very 
full  testimony  is  given  to  the  loyalty  and 
affection  of  the  presbyterian  ministers  of 
this  church  to  the  king  imder  his  sufferings, 
which  was  so  glaring  that  it  could  not  be 
hid,  and  yet  the  declaring  of  it  was  as 
severe  a  rqproach  as  could  be  upon  the 
authors  of  thdr  maltreatment.  The  in-' 
nuendo  that  follows  upon  those  who  swerved 
firom  their  duty  and  allegiance  to  the  king, 
is  a  sensible  proof  of  the  confidence  and 
disingenuity  <^  Mr.  Sharp,  who,  though  he 
designed  tlus  against  the  protesters,  knew 
well  enough,  that  not  a  minister  of  the 
church  of  Scotland,  as  far  as  I  know,  no 
not  Mr.  Gillespie,  had  swerved  so  &r  firom 
their  allegiance,  as  to  take  the  tender,  or 
offered  to  come  in  to  any  measures  Cco^n^ 
well  would  lay  dowi^  \  vsA  ^^  \flA  ^arwok 
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IQigin    oaosaeaoo  eould  not  bat  nproacli 
him  as  guilty  of  this.   WethaUhsre 
oocaaioa  aftmrards  to  notice  the  double- 
fiioed  ezpressioii,  of  protocting  and   pre- 
•erviog  the  government  of  the  church,  **  as  it 
is  settled  by  law."    The  promise  of  calling  a 
general  assembly  was  what  lir.  Shaip  nerer 
designed  to  be  perfmined;    Mr.  Doughis 
was  never  sent  £bt,  nor  any  other  ministers ; 
in  short,  Mr.  Sharp  took  care  that  none  of 
those  things  set  down  here  as  bUnds  should 
ever  be  done;  so  that  the  eari  of  Middle- 
ton's  reflection  upon  it  seemeth  to  have 
been  very  just  and  natural.    This  nobleman 
had  not  seen  the  draught  till  the  king  had 
agreed  to  it,  and  the  matter  was   over. 
When  he  read  it,  he  appeared  in  some  con- 
cern at  its  contents,  and  the  promises  in  it, 
as  thwarting  with  what  he  and  Mr.  Sharp 
had  concerted.    And  when  he  was  uAd, 
that  notwithstanding  of  any  thing  in  the 
letter,  when  his  lordship  went   down   to 
Scotland,  he  might  rescind  the  laws  now  in 
force,  and  then  q>i8copacy  remained  the 
church  government  settled  by  law :  the  earl 
rq)lied,  **  That  might  be  done,  but  for  his 
share  he  did  not  love  that  way,  which 
made  his  majesty's  first  appearaace  in  Scot- 
land to  be  in  a  cheat." 

Such  was  the  charity  <^  Mr.  Douglas 
and  many  other  worthy  ministem^  that  they 
did  not  suspect  a  trick  here;  and  really  it 
was  so  harsh  a  construction  to  suppose  a 
man  of  Mr.  Sharp's  profession  to  venture 
upon  to  public  and  gross  an  imposition 
upon  the  king^  as  to  make  his  nugesty 
superscribe  such  a  letter^  and  send  it  down 
full  of  such  promises  and  expressions,  and 
meanwhile  to  be  projecting  the  contrary, 
that  we  need  scarce  wonder  the  snare  was 
not  observed;  and  therefore  the  letter  was 
extremely  hugged,  and  a  return  made  to  it, 
agreeable  to  what  m^ght  be  expected  from 
such  who  believed  Mr.  Sharp  and  the  king 
to  have  been  in  earnest.  The  presbytery 
of  Edinburgh  caused  print  and  spread  ti^ 
king's  letter  through  the  nation,  and  found 
it  convenient  it  should  be  kept  among 
the  public  records  of  the  church;  and 
therdore  it  was  ddivered  by  Mr.  Douglas 
to  Mr.  Andrew  Ker,  clerk  to  the  general 
auembif,  to  be  kept  by  him,  as  said  ia ;  and 


THE  survEaiNGs  [book  I. 

the  presbytay  agreed  to,  snd  signed  tht 
followh^  retam  to  k : 

*  Bfott  gradotts  Sovereign, 
^  We  your  na^est/s  iaitfaful  sdbfeeCs  snd 
hnmUe  servants,  the  ministers  and  elden  of 
the  prediytery  of  Edlnbufn^,  did  receive  your 
majesty's  gracious  letter,  upon  the  Sd  ol 
this  instant  (a  day  which  we  were  fonneri  j 
made  to  remember  with  sorrow),  and  in 
obedience  to  your  royal  command  tfaereia 
contained,  have  transmitted  copies  diererf 
to  all  the  presbyteries  in  this  your  majestj's 
ancient  kingdom,  whidi  we  hope  shaD  ray 
speedily  come  to  all  their  hands.  And  ss 
we  are  assured  it  will  be  most  refreshful  to 
them,  so  we  hold  it  our  duty,  by  ^ns  our 
humUe  address,  to  8^;Bify  to  your  nugesCy, 
how  much  it  hath  revived  our  spirrts^  snd 
exdted  us  to  bless  the  Lord  oar  God,  who 
hath  put  and  continued  such  a  purpose  id 
your  royal  heart,  to  preserve  and  proCoct 
the  govemmoit  of  dus  drardi  without 
violation.  We  have  been  made  to  grosn 
under  the  tyranny  <^  usuipers,  who  id  Id 
loose  swarms  of  errors  and  confiisions  to 
invade  the  comely  order  of  this  poor 
church,  (though,  we  bless  God,  without 
that  success  that  was  expected  and  desired 
by  them :)  now  we  arc  made  to  say,  •  Hiii 
is  our  God,  we  have  waited  for  faim;*  when 
we  see  your  sacred  mqesty,  by  a  supreme 
and  stupendous  hand  of  Providence  settled 
upon  your  throne,  and  do  find  the  warm 
beams  of  royal  authority  reaching  even  to 
us,  in  countenancing  chmt^  order,  whereby 
any  disturbances  that  are  among  us,  may,  bjf 
the  blessing  of  the  Almighty,  come  to  t 
good  issue.  We  are  unwilling  to  interrupt 
your  majesty  in  your  we^hty  affiurs,  seeo^ 
by  your  majesty's  secretary,  we  may  repre- 
sent our  humble  desires  in  reference  to  this 
church,  (and  we  bless  the  Lord,  who  hath 
directed  your  majesty  to  make  choice  of 
such  a  feithful  and  able  person  for  that 
weighty  employment,  and  one  who  is  80 
well  acquainted  with  the  a£&irs  of  this 
church:)  but  we  trust  that  your  majesty 
will  pardon,  that  at  this  time  we  could  not 
forbear  this  immediate  address,  whereby  we 
might  express  our  loyalty  and  fidelity  to 
your  majesty,  our  joy  in  the  Lord  for  your 
happy  restitution,  and  how  much  we,  and 
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good  people  lierBytre  comforted  in  the 
presaioiif  of  your  majes^s  moderatioxi, 
or  abhorrence  of  profiuiity»  and  your 
ider  finrour  to  fidthful  ministera,  and  the 
\inmMu>mA  of  the  gospcl  admuuftrate  by 
an,  and  particularly  to  the  church  govem- 
nt  aettled  among  ufl»  in  the  enjoyment 
creof  this  church  hath  been  so  happy, 
id  thoij^  some  may  be  ready  to  traduce 
g  government^  because  in  the  late  times 
confusion  and  usurpation  (wherein  men 
ide  it  their  interest  to  break  us)  the 
mrch  judicatories  have  not  been  able  to 
Bvent  all  disorders,  (as  no  church  govem- 
»t,  when  so  discountenanced  and  borne 
mn,  can  effectually  and  universally  reach 

ead  in  a  national  church ;)  yet  now  your 
ijesty  proving  so  tender  a  nursing  father, 
i  trust  it  shall  appear,  that  those  judi^ 
loriea  are  ordinances  of  Jesus  Christ, 
udi  will  most  eflfectually  bear  down  error, 
ofrmty,  and  schisms*  as  formerly  they  have 
ten  blessed  for  that  eStcL  And  as  here- 
ifore  they  have  given  proof  <^  their  loyalty 
id  fidelity  to  your  majesty,  in  a  great  trial 
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J«hn    Bflln,    Geoni«     I^^ity, 
Adam  Cnninghsm,  James  Wii^ 
dram,  James  Soot,  George  Fowlii^  Robert 
Dalgleiab,  Alexander  Ellcs.* 

Jointly  with  this,  another  letter  was  sent 
to  the  earl  of  Lauderdale^  then  secretary 
of  state,  which  deserves  its  own  room  in  this 
history,  and  so  it  follows : 

**  Right  honourable, 
**  Among  other  the  Lord's  great  favours  to 
this  long  distracted  church  and  kingdom, 
we  cannot  forbear  thankfully  to  acknowledge 
his  providence,  who  hath  put  it  in  his 
majesty's  heart  to  make  choice  of  your 
lordsh^  for  that  weighty  employment, 
wherdn  you  may  have  opportunity  to  em- 
ploy those  talents,  wherewith  the  Supreme 
Dispenser  of  all  gifts  hath  endued  you,  in 
his  majesty's  and  your  country's  service; 
and  may  also  be  in  a  condition  to  see  to 
the  safety  and  welfare  of  our  mother-church, 
in  the  interests  whereof  you  have  been 
pleased  so  much  to  concern  yourself,  as 
hath  been  made  known  to  us  by  your  letters  to 
some  of  our  number,  to  our  exceeding  satis- 


r  afliictions,  it  may  certainly  be  expected  :  fection  and  refireshment.  This  doth  encour- 
lat  they  will  itlJi  acquit  themselves  so  in  age  us  to  put  your  lordship  to  the  trouble 
icir  stations,  as  may  witness  that  the  '  of  presenting  the  enclosed  address  to  his 
musters  of  Christ  are  taught  of  him  to  pay   majesty,  wherein  we  do  humbly  express  our 


Q  duty  to  authodty;  and  that  the  principles 
f  our  church  government  lead  them  to  be 
lyaL  And  for  our  parts  it  is  our  constant 
esolution,  by  the  grace  of  God,  to  behave 
orsehres  as  becometh  messengers  and  ser- 
■its  of  the  Prince  of  Peace,  and  to  pray  that 
be  Lord  may  preserve  and  bless  your  niaF> 
eity,  and  lead  you  forth  in  his  right  hand 
Q  the  exercise  of  your  royal  government, 
or  the  good  and  comfort  of  all  your  do- 
ninions  and  the  lovers  of  truth  and  peace 
herein,  as  is  the  duty  of 

**  Tour  ncred  mijetty's  k»yal  sulgeots 
X  and  humble  iervant% 

Msmrs.  J.  Reid  modsrator,  Robert  Dong- 
kM^  David  Diekeon,  James  Hamilton, 
John  Smith,  Robert  Lawrie,  George 
Hutcheeon,  Thomas  Garven,  Alexander 
Dickson,  James  Nairn,  Alexander  Hut- 
cbeaon,  John  Hog,  George  Kiotore,  John 
Knox,  Andrew  Cant,  Robert  Bennet, 
John  Charters,  John  Colvil,  Datid  Reedy, 
Robert  Hunter,  William  Dalgleish,  Peter 
Blair,  Chariflf  Lunasdea,  John  Lawder, 


sense  of  his  majesty's  gracious  letter  direct 
to  us,  which  we  had  purposed  only  to 
signify  to  your  lordship,  that  you  might  have 
acquainted  his  majesty  therewith,  but  that 
it  lay  so  much  upon  our  hearts  for  this  once 
to  witness  by  our  immediate  address  how 
much  we  are  refreshed  by  that  mercy.  We 
will  not  doubt  of  your  lordship's  pardon  for 
this  trouble,  and  do  presume  to  beg  for  the 
continuance  of  your  favour  to  this  poor 
church,  that,  as  occasion  shall  ofier,  you 
will  be  pleased  to  represent  to  his  majesty, 
what  may  be  found  necessary  for  the  pro- 
moving  of  the  kingdom  of  Jesus  Christ 
among  us.  And  since  your  lordship's  good* 
ness  hath  prompted  you  to  offer  your  assist- 
ance in  what  may  concern  the  church  and 
the  honest  ministers  thereof,  wo  know  you 
will  not  take  it  ill,  if  from  time  to  time  we 
presume  to  acquaint  you  with  our  desires, 
in  reference  to  those  concernments,  as 
knowing  that  the  service  is  the  Lord'a^and 
that  your  Tewitfd\a\xiVciwcKv>V3KK»a^'i«N* 
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166a   ^-^^^^  ^  whose  rich  grace  we  do 
heartily  recommend  your  lordship, 
and  are  in  him, 

«  My  lord, 
"Toor   Iordaliip*s  very  humble  ■errante* 
the  presbytery  of  Edinbui^ h,  and  in 
their  name,  and  at  their  command, 
"  Ma.  Jaxks  Rbid,  Moderator. 
«  Edinburgh,  September  20th,  1660.** 

Directed,  *'  To  the  right  honour- 
able the   earl    of    Laaderdale, 
secretary  of  estate  to  his  miyesty, 
for  the  Idngdom  of  Scotland.** 

We  shall  find  afterwards  the  synod  of 
Lothian  made  a  return  to  the  king's  letter 
in  November;  but  before  I  come  to  that. 


om*  good  subjects  of  this  our  andent  kn^ 
dom  of  Scotland  have  those  many  yein 
been  depriFed  <^  that  peace  and  happineM 
they  might  justly  have  expected  in  the 
administration  of  our  royal  govemmeot 
among  them,  being  now  by  the  ^ledal 
blessing  of  Almighty  God  happily  remo?ed, 
we  have  thought  fit  to  let  you  know  that 
we  still  retain  the  same  tenderness  and 
good  affection  towards  you ;  and  as  we  wiQ 
cheerfiilly  interpose  our  authori^  in  what 
may  be  for  your  good  and  wel&re,  and  fiv 
securing  the  just  privileges  and  liberties  of 
our  people,  so  we  do  expect  fitun  them 
^  those  dutiful  returns  of  ob^ence,  and  sub- 
let me  take  in  the  rest  of  the  procedure  of ;  jection  to  our  person  and  authority,  which 


the  committee  of  estates. 

Upon  the   16th    of  October   the  com- 
mittee of  estates  published  a  proclamation, 
laying  on  a  month's  cess  for  the  paying  of  the 
commissioner's  charges,  who  was  to  repre- 
sent his  majesty  in  parliament;  another  for 
raismg  three  months'  cess,  to  pay  and  disband 
the  soldiers  yet  in  Scotland ;  and  a  third, 
for  searching  for,  and  apprehending  the  lord 
Warriston,  with  a  reward  of  five  thousand 
merks  to  any  who  should  bring  him  in. 
Whatever  the  necessity  might  be  to  have 
money  at  this  time,  not  a  few  questioned 
the  power  of  this  committee  to  impose 
taxes  upon  the  subjects,  and  to  act  contrary 
to  several  standing  laws  unrepealed,  and 
they  alleged  several  clauses  of  dieir  procla- 
mations were  direct  infiingements  of  the 
laws  made  since  the  reformation. 

After  they  had  published  those  proclama- 
tions they  adjourned  till  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber. During  this  recess,  October  17th,  the 
books  formerly  mentioned.  Lex  Rex,  and 
.  the  Causes  of  God's  Wrath,  were  burnt  at 
Edinburgh  by  the  hand  of  the  hangman ;  no 
doubt,  by  order  of  the  committee,  though  I 
do  not  observe  any  clause  for  this  in  the 
proclamation.  It  was  much  easier  to  bum 
those  books,  than  to  answer  the  reasonings 
and  Gkds  in  them. 

November  Ist,  a  proclamation  was  pub- 
lished with  much  solemnity,  for  holding  a 
parliament  at  Edinburgh,  upon  the  12th  of 
December :  the  tenor  whereof  was, 
*•  Charles,  by  the  grace  of  God,  &c.  greet- 
i^g.     Tibe  Gon^ubiis  and  troubles,  by  wluch 


are  suitable  to  their  obligations,  and  the 
duty  of   loyal  subjects.     And    conceivii^ 
that  a  parliament,  in  its  right  constitutioa, 
will  at  this  time  be  a  ready  mean  for  estab- 
lishing a  firm  peace  to  our  people,  and  for 
settling  all  religious  and  civil,  public  and 
private  interests ;  we  have  therefore  thought 
fit  to  call  a  meeting  of  our  estates  of  par- 
liament, to  be  kept  at  Edinbui^  December 
12th,  next  to  come.    Our  will  b  herefQre,&c 
In  common  form  usual  in  those  cases,  that 
shires   and  bui^  choose  their  memben 
according  to  law. 

'^  Lauderdale. 
«  Whitehall,  October  lO. 

**  A.  Primrose,  clerk-register." 

The  same  day  another  proclamation  was 
published,  which  deserves  a  room  here. 
The  title  of  it  is: 


The  kin^s  majesty^s  prodamatUm,  ctm- 
ceming  the  carriage  of  his  subjects  during 
the  late  troubles, 

"  Charles,  &c.  We  being  now,  by  the 
special  blessing  of  God  Almighty,  returned 
to  the  exercise  of  our  royal  power,  and 
government  of  our  kingdoms;  and  being 
desirous  to  improve  this  mercy  to  the  best 
advantage  of  our  people,  have  thought  fit  to 
call  a  meeting  of  our  estates  of  parliament 
of  this  our  ancient  kingdom  of  Scotland,  as 
a  ready  mean,  after  so  long  troubles,  for 
settling  a  firm  and  lasting  peace,  in  confirm- 
ing the  just  liberties  of  our  subjects,  for 
vindicating  our  honour,  and  asserting  our 
ancknt  to^  v^wj^n^,  Vs^  ^Vdch  alone 
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the  lihertiM  of  our  people  ctn  be  preterred. 
And  as  we  do  therein  rely  upon  the  loyalty, 
pnidence,  and  care  of  our  parliament,  so  we 
do  absolutely  leave  and  commit  to  them,  the 
trying  and  judging  of  the  carriage  of  our 
nihjects^  during  those  troubles :  concerning 
which,  we  will  from  henceforth  receive 
information  and  address  only  from  our  par- 
liament, or  conmdttee  of  estates,  to  whom 


with  the  prerogative;  and  indeed  .g-^ 
it  is  the  first  time  I  have  observed 
such  an  expression,  "  the  king's  prerogative, 
by  which  alone,  the  liberties  of  the  people 
can  be  preserved."  The  king's  prerogative 
under  the  ancient  restrictions  of  it  in  Scot- 
land, was  helpful  to  preserve  liberty ;  but  that 
ever,  especially  in  the  illimited  sense  here, 
it  was  the  alone  way  to   preserve  liberty, 


in    the  meantime  we  have  recommended    is  what  I  cannot  persuade  myself  of.     In 


the  preparing  and  ordering  of  that  affiiir, 
and  to  whom  alone,  any  of  our  people  that 


a  word,  we  may  perceive,  that  the  managers 
were  willing  to  have  all  absolutely  in  their 


•re  interested,  may  freely,  and  can  only  .  hand,  and  preclude  all  access  to  the  king, 
make  their  applications;  and  which  we  have  ■  that  they  might  have  the  entire  disposal  of 
hereby  thou^t  fit  to  make  known  to  all  our  !  persons  and  their  estates :  in  order  to 
public  ministers  and  subjects,  whom  it  doth  !  which,  every  body  is  prohibited  to  leave  the 
concern,  and  who  may  thereby  find,  that  ^  kingdom  without  permission;  and  the  king's 
we  have  given  an  undoubted  evidence  of  •  indemnity  was  suspended  for  a  long  time, 
our  affection  to,  and  confidence  in  our  till  they  had  made  their  market,  by  the  act 
people,  by  making  themselves  judges  of  of  fines,  which,  we  shall  hear,  brought  little 
what  may  concern  both  our  and  their  own  j  to  the  pockets  of  the  first  projectors  of  it, 
interests.  And  hereby  we  do  further  assure  though  afterwards  the  fines  were  severely 
them,  that  our  own  honour,  and  the  honour  exacted,  to  the  oppression  of  the  country-, 
of  that  our  ancient  kingdom,  being  vindicate, '  and  the  raising  the  first  open  disturbance  of 


snd  the  andent  prerogative  of  the  crown 
being  asserted,  we  will  grant  such  a  full 
and  free  pardon,  and  act  of  indemnity,  as 


the  peace. 

Little  more  remarkable  offers  this  year. 
September   1 3th,  the   king's  brother,  the 


shall  witness  there  is  nothing  we  are  more  duke  of  Gloucester,  died ;  and  the  English 
desirous  of,  than  that  our  people  may  be  parliament,  after  they  had  done  ever}*  thing 
blessed  with  abundance  of  happiness,  peace,  i  the  court  desired,  were  adjourned;  and 
and  plenty  under  our  government.  And  we  December  20th,  they  were  dissolved.  In 
do  hereby  command  you,  our  heralds,  pur-  1  September,  the  English  forces  left  Scotland, 
suivants,  and  messengers  at  arms,  to  pass  and  I  having  been  here  since  September  1650, 
make  publication  thereof  at  the  market-cross  |  and  kept  this  kingdom  under  subjection  for 
of  Edinburgh,  and  other  places  needfiil,  and  \  ten  years.  At  this  time  came  on  the  elec- 
in  our  name  and  authority,  to  command,  ■  tion  of  magistrates  for  the  royal  burghs ; 
chaige,  and  inhibit  all  and  sundry  our  sub-  and  such  were  generally  chosen,  who  fell  in 
jects  in  Scotland,  that  none  of  them  pre-   with  the  measures  of  the  court.    Robert 


some  to  go  out  of  the  country,  without 
license  of  the  committee  of  estates,  under 
pain  of  being  esteemed  and  pursued  as  con- 
temners of  our  authority.  Given  at  our 
court  at  Whitehall,  the  12th  day  of  October, 
in  the  12th  year  of  our  reign,  1660.  Ijy 
lus  majesty's  conunand, 

*  Lauderdale." 
Tliis    proclamation    is    most    plausibly 
drawn ;  and  the  greatest  concern  seems  to 


Murray,  merchant  in  Edinburgh,  knighted 
November  Ist,  following,  was  provost  of 
Edinburgh;  John  Campbell,  elder,  was  chosen 
provost  of  Glasgow;  John  Walkinshaw, 
James  Bams,  and  John  Ker,  bailies;  and 
generally  speaking,  all  who  had  been  active 
in  the  work  of  reformation,  during  the  for- 
mer period,  were  now  turned  out  of  all  trust. 
The  5th  day  of  November  was  kept  this 
year  with  great  solemnity;    and  we  shall 


appear  for  the  good  of  the  people,  and  the    afterward  find  laws  made  for  the  perpetual 
maintaining  their  privUeges  and  liberty.    But    observation  of  it.     In  the  beginning  of  No- 


then,  by  the  paper  itself,  we  are  put  in  mind 
that  it  18  only  such  liberty  as  is  consistent 


vember,  the  synod  of  Lothian  met  at  Edin- 
burgh, and  sent  up  an  addiess  10  xJati  VYo%k 
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lAfiO  ^y  ^'^^  ^  return  to  hb  letter  above 
inaertedy  a  copy  <^  which  I  have  not 
aeen :  but  by  an  original  letter  fiom  Bfr.  DidL- 
8on  and  Mr.  Hutdieaon  to  the  earl  of  Laudeiw 
dale^  writ  November  lOtfa,  I  find  them  ac- 
quainting his  lordahif), "  that  their  synod  had 
convened  that  week,  and  he  was  ibortly  to  re- 
ceive their  humble  return  to  his  majes^  firom 
the  moderator^  wherein  they  have  given  a 
full  return  to  every  part  of  his  majesty's  graci- 
ous letter."  They  send  him  a  copy  of  the 
act  of  the  synod,  oongeming  those  in  their 
bounds  who  have  been  engaged  in  schismi^ 
tical  courses,  a  copy  of  whidi  I  have  not 
seen.  They  add,  ^  We  indeed  believe,  that 
the  way  of  clemency  and  moderation  towards 
the  crowd  <^  those  who  have  been  misled, 
and  who  shall  renounce  their  coarse  (as 
some  in  our  synod  are  already  doing),  will 
in  the  issue  prove  most  for  the  good  of  his 
majesty's  afbira ;  and,  we  doubt  not,  will  be 
most  acceptable  to  him."  They  close  their 
letter  with  some  remarks  upon  a  drau^  of 
a  proclamation,  for  calling  a  general  assem- 
bly, communicate  to  them  privately  by  Mr. 
William  Sharp,  and  oflBar  "  some  alterations 
fit  to  be  made,  to  discover  his  majesty's  mod- 
eration to  such  as  hove  made  wrong  steps." 
Whether  the  king,  and  the  nobility  now  at 
the  helm,  really  designed  to  call  a  general 
assembly,  or  if  this  was  another  blind  of  Mr. 
James  Sharp,  to  keep  off  applications  for  an 
assembly,  which  would  have  ruined  his  am- 
bitious designs,  I  know  not;  but  nothing 
was  done  effectually  in  it,  and  the  alterations 
craved,  are  mostly  softenings  in  relation  tp 
the  antMesolutioners,  upon  whom,  it  would 
seem,  the  plan  of  the  proclamation  was  very 
hard.  They  would  have  the  expression, 
**  turbulent  and  fimatic  spirits,"  changed, 
and  the  phrase,  **  onploying  of  power  for  re- 
moving rotten  members,"  run  thus,  **  but 
likewise  the  power  wherewith  God  hath 
trusted  him,  to  prevent  the  fiuther  endan- 
gering the  safety,  peace,  union,  and  order  of 
the  church."  Instead  of  the  restrictions 
motioned  in  the  draught,  to  prevent  the 
election  of  some  pointed  at,  they  propose 
thb  general  clause,  **  requiring  diose,  who 
by  the  acts  and  constitutions  of  this  church 
are  allowed  to  sit  in  assemblies,  to  convene 
io  an  assembly  at  the  time  appointed."  And 
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they  very  eaniMtlj  dedro  the  prahibitiaiy 
dause^  of  penona  ao  and  so  qualified  in  the 
draoght, "  their  not  sifttiqg  in  any  judicatoiy, 
till  they  have  renoaaeed,**  Ac  mey  be  r^ 
considerad:  aad  they  obaervc;  *  llHitwfaa^ 
ever  may  be  tiie  caae  aa  to  general  assent 
hliesy  where  membcra  ate  elected  out  of  in- 
ferior judicatories,  yet  in  this  church,  so  kog 
as  ministers  are  noldepoaed  or  suspended, 
they  are  certmnly  memberi  of  sceaions,  prea* 
byteiicB,  and  synods,  as  beii^  a  pnvikgs 
flowing  immediately  fiom  the  office  of  the 
ministry,  without  any  supcrvauent  oommii^ 
sion."  Another  letter  I  hsve  before  md, 
written  by  the  same  peraona^  November  ISdi, 
to  the  eari  of  MGddleton,  vHiich  ia  merdj 
taken  up  in  expressions  of  their  concern  for 
his  lordship,  and  their  eipectatipns  of  kind- 
ness from  him  to  the  churdi,  and  the  inter- 
ests <^  the  gospel,  and  judicatories  of  Christ, 
which  lus  majesty  hath  resolved  to  ooun-  | 
tenance^  protect,  vod  preserve  without  violsp  i 
tion;  and  containing  nothing  of  public  coo-  | 
cem,  I  say  no  more  of  it. 

This  month,  George  Campbell,  sherilt 
depute  of  Argyle^  was  imprisoned,  as  hav- 
ing been  concerned  with  the  marquis  of  An 
gyle  in  several  matters,  for  which  he  wai 
now  called  in  question.  But,  upon  what 
views  I  shall  not  say,  the  sheriff  was  paN  ^ 
doned,  and  got  a  remission.  ToMrard  the 
beguining  of  December  the  marquis  of  Ar- 
gyle  was  brought  down  to  Edinburgh,  the 
account  of  which  will  fall  in  afterwards 
December  10th,  our  Scots  parliament  is  ad- 
journed till  January  1st,  because  matters 
were  not  fiilly  concerted  at  London,  as  to 
church  government  and  other  heads.  The 
funerals  of  kii^  Charles  L,  January  29tfa, 
and  the  coronation  of  the  king,  designed  to 
be  February  12th,  and  some  other  important 
mattera  at. London,  took  the  king  so  up, 
that  our  Scots  affiurs  behoved  to  be  delayed 

Upon  the  18th  of  December,  the  ship 
which  had  on  board  the  r^g^stera  and  re* 
cords  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  which 
had  been  taken  up  to  London  by  Cromwell, 
as  a  badge  of  our  subjection,  and  were 
now  sent  down  in  a  ship  of  Kirkaldy,  un- 
happily perished  at  sea,  to  the  great  loss  of 
the  nation:  there  eighty-five  hogsheads  of 
papers,  and  many  original  records  were  lo5t; 
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nd  it  mu  miMooiinlsbfe  inch  b 
dioald  luKf8  been  weat  down  by  Kfl,  and  an 
nnlod^tiuii^nottoBajonienyto  Scotland. 
The  eari  of  Middleton  came  down  to 
Holyrood-hooae  upon  tbe  laat  day  of  tbis 
jev,  oommiflBioner  to  thii  new  parliamenty 
■id  wna  met  upon  his  way  with  great  solem- 
nkj.    The  kmg  allowed  him  nine  hundred 
per  dwf  lor  his  taUe.    From  a  toI- 
he  was  raiaed  to  a  migar,  and  £or  his 
doee  adherence  to  the  king  in  his  troubles, 
he  wiaiift  him  first  lord  Fettercaim,  and  then 
earl  of  BBddleton,  and  now  hi^  commis- 
aioner  to  the  parliament.    He  continued  in 
frfoar,  till  he  began  to  engross  the  fines  and 
piarrs  of  trust  and  power  to  himself  and 
Ub  fiiendsy  and  then  the  earl  of  Lauderdale 
got  him  tamed  out,  and  managed  all  for 
many  jrean  in  Scotland.    Before  this,  mat- 
ters had  been  prepared,  and  all  was  in  readi- 
The  two  eastmost  Idrlui  of  St.  Giles 
turned  into  one,  and  the  king's  seat 
pot  up,  and  lofts  made  lor  the  conveniency 
of  the  oomnussioner  and  members.    The 
crown  and  sceptre,  preserred  by  the  earl 
marshal  in  the  late  troubles,  were  brought 
to  Ediiteigfa,  and  it  was  resolyed  to  ride 
tiieparliuwnt  upon  the-first  day  of  the  new 
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or  TBB  STATB  MKD  SUFVHKniaS  OF  FSE8BT* 
TBBIAIIf,  DtTftmo  TBB  TBAB  1661. 

j^j  I HATB  not  seen  any  distinct  account 
of  die  orcrtunmig  of  our  reforma- 
tion esfaWMiment  by  prssbyterian  govern- 
nent  in  this  church  of  Scotland,  and  the 
fait  changes  made  at  this  dme  in  rdigious 
sad  ciffl  afihm:  dicrefiire  I  ha?e  ventured 
to  gpvn  the  laiger  account  of  this  great  turn, 
■id  drawn  it  fiom  a  good  many  cviginal 
inpua  and  anthcntie  aoeoonts,  which  will 
let  na  into  the  spriiy  of  it.  The  perUa^ 
■ant  eoBvened  the  first  day  of  tlus  year, 
and  laid  the  fimndations  fi>r  all  that  after- 
ward idlows  upon  presbyterians,  till  the 
Lord  "^  tamed  back  tlMir  captivity  as  streams 
in  the  soodi,''  at  the  happy  and  glorious  re- 
voliition^  1668^  and  so  I  have  given  the  ful- 
ler aeeoonts  of  what  they  did.    Besides  the 
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geneiBl  attacfca  made  by  them  j^, 
upon  our  laws  and  constitution, 
a  good  many  worthy  ministers  were  brought 
to  very  much  trouble  and  hazard,  as  well 
as  some  gentlemen  and  others.  This  re- 
markable year  will  likewise  bring  me  to 
the  martyrdom  of  our  three  first  worthiea 
in  this  church ;  the  truly  great  and  noUa 
marquis  of  Argyle,  the  reverend  and 
learned  Mr.  James  Guthrie,  and  the  excel- 
lent lord  Warriston :  the  last,  though  for- 
feited this  year,  yet  his  warfiune  not  being 
acoomplish«i  till  some  time  afler,  I  shall 
dday  the  accounts  of  him  to  their  own  place, 
1663.  There  were  some  efibrts  made  by 
the  ministers  of  the  church  of  Scotland  for 
the  preserving  of  our  valuable  constitution ; 
and  though  one  would  have  wished  they 
had  made  a  greater  stand  than  they  could 
now  in  their  unhappy  circumstances,  yet 
really  more  was  done  by  them  than  is  gen- 
erally known,  though  without  any  success. 
When  the  parliament  was  up,  the  privy 
oouncQ  is  erected,  and  they  had  the  execu- 
tion of  the  laws  made  put  in  their  hands ; 
and  we  shall  find  them  beginning  the  woiiL 
of  persecution  upon  noblemen,  ministers, 
and  others  this  year,  and  going  on  with  it 
for  about  twenty-four  years,  with  less  or 
more  severity,  as  answered  the  managers' 
aims;  of  which  I  shall  essay  as  distinct  an 
account  finom  their  registers  and  records,  as 
I  can  gather  up.  By  order  fiom  the  king, 
towards  the  end  of  the  year,  prelacy  is 
erected,  and  the  judicatories  of  the  ebnrcfa, 
which  had  met  under  former  prelacy,  are 
upon  the  matter  stopped  in  their  meerings, 
and  our  iHshops  consecrate  in  England. 
These^  with  some  other  incidental  things, 
will  furnish  matter  for  seven  or  eight  sec- 
tions upon  this  diapter. 

SECT.  L 

Cfthe  iawi  and  aeiings  of  iheflrtt  seuion  of 
parRamejiif  in  eu  far  as  they  concern  the 
church,  with  some  oMous  remarks. 

This  first  pariiament  after  the  restoration, 
beginning  with  this  year,  and  by  thdr  act- 
ings paving  the  way  for  all  the  sufferings  I 
am  to  give  the  rcla^on  of,  \l.  >ni\  \)e  \iK3\«t 
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Ch«  printed  mm  of  ptrliamcnc,  the  repi- 

teTf  /nf  that  lri|[h  court,   end  odier  nv-j 

rttiv#9i  rr/me  to  my  hud.    We  shall  find 

thu  parliament  making  a  general  attack  upon  !  WfliioDi  and 

Iha  rtMMitutitm  of  this  national  dmrcfa;   of  vhkh 

•nd  that   doMrvca   our  conaderation  be-   never  had  a 

fore  the  mifleringii  of  particolar  pcrsonsy 

nrjlilemen,    rninimcriy    and    others.      Our 

firftt  martyrs  and  sullerers  were  ■♦♦•'■irH 
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fttr  tilings  d/ine  agreeable  to  standing  bnr ; !  tous  pmceduic  of  this  period.     Agpin,  the 


Mwl  f  hfrrrf#ire  the  first  step  of  our  managers 

was  Ut  tt\ftn\  a  dfxir  for  a  more  justifiable,  at 

iMMt    l«^«l  jirosccution  of  honest  people, 

wIni  stfjfNl  lip  fiir  rdigiofiy  liberty,  and  pro- 

fMrfyi  M>  flicy  resolved  piece  by  pieee  to 

rmiMfVfi  iho  hiMlges  which  were  about  all 

(1hmi%  and  bring  in  a  new  set  of  laws,  which 

diwiTve  tho  most  serious  reflection  of  the 

n«N4liir,  who  woiilil  uniliiTstand  the  true  state 

firihn  NulliTiiigs  of  the  rburchof  Scotland, 

iliirliig  tills  wholit  |Nrriod  I  urn  describing. 

'I'hit  Hill  III  ir  |iri*l(fiHlH  to  no  further  know- 
lifilgfi  iif  mir  luwH,  thnn  what  the  bore  read- 
ing iif  llm  Ni'fs  iif  imrluiniont,  with  a  little 
rrlliirflnii  ii|Nifi  ihiMii,  aflimls  him.  He 
wiidir*  lliiil  Miiiiit  |>rriKiii  vrmodin  our  Scots 
sfNiiiliHi,  nihI  llict  luwH  of  other  kingdoms, 
WiMiliI  hitHliiw  Hdiiir  thoiightH  u|K>n  the  laws 
i»f  ihU  bliu'k  iNirkHl :  howrviT,  the  render  is 
llliit  lo  havr  f  JiU  lirurflt.  that  .nil  the  obdcr- 
VNilniis  and  n^iiiiuis  ullvrr^l,  will  be  pluiu 
Ntiil  I'Avv.  Hiul  iltci  iwlivtf  iMPiHluot  of  a  gcnc- 
ml  ^  li»w  \A'  our  itHH^nlit.  When  oiuv  1  have 
itiwiUi  •rniiH*  gtMu^ral  rt«nmrks  u|Hin  the  di»- 
|H«<(Uim  Hiul  olivuiUMtmii^t^  of  this  first  por- 
ItHiiiiNil,  I  khnll  ^1  on  III  oIKht  a  iVw  i4nious 
i«^<«>MHmMu  ii|H%ii  |||««  m>i«  umi  pixKinlurr 
«M  ilii«  Ut«i  ««^ft^^|,  ill  nn  far  n^  thcv  rplate 


5th  act,  June  7th,  1690^  ntiiyiqg  the  Con- 
fession of  Faith,  a  Mq>  of  lefivmstioD 
never  before  attained  to  in  Scotland,  where- 
by the  scriptural  and  pure  doctrine  of  thii 
church,  is  imbodied  with  our  dvii  hbotieii 
and  settling  presbyterian  govcnunent,  doei 
rescind  and  cass  a  great  number  of  otbff 
iniquitous  acta  in  this  intenraL  I  d^ 
add  act  I7th,  of  the  same  aenoo,  resdndp 
ing  fines  and  forfeitures^  auJ  act  STth,  re- 
scinding the  laws  for  confonnity,  with  muj 
others.  Wherefore  since  our  representih 
tives  judged  those  acts  unworthy  of  siqr 
further  respect,  I  h<^  I  may  be  allowed  to 
say,  they  were  iniquity  established  by  t 
law ;  and,  in  the  entry  of  thia  wori^  regret 
that  ever  such  laws  had  a  bein^  especbllj 
when  they  were  so  rigorously  execute,  and 
a  door  opened  by  other  methods,  for 
stretches  for  beyond  the  letter  of  thoic 
very  laws.  And  here  indeed,  as  I  take  it, 
lies  the  main  spriAg  and  itreas  of  that 
absurd  and  groundless  clamour  xaised  \ii 
the  episcopal  party,  of  their  beii^  per- 
secuted since  the  revolution,  in  that  those 
unchristian  and  wicked  laws,  upon  whidi 
their  establishment  stood,  were  then  i» 
scindcd;  for  a  restrunt  put  upon   them 


w  ^^\^A^^^^%, .m^  \\^y^  MilKinipi  of  ihisi  duirch.  j  from  persecuting  others,  is  to  those  com- 

thm   iN,i  UN*%Uv  nn\\  hii\o  i^Miio  idea  of !  plaincrs  a  persecution. 
\\yv  »»^»»p.^  ^ys,\  ^^.„m,  ,^  ,|jj,  iwlianwnt,  1 1      The  greatest  part  of  the  makers  of  the 
.»l».»H  i.iK.    iK,.  i,N^,^^  Hiih  hU  tnith  and  I  laws  I  am  entering  on,  were  of  such  a  per^ 
•W»i^m».  ,,»  ,.,,»  ^  ^.^^^  jK\\Hmt  i>i'  a  few  '  $onal  character, as  did  no  way  recommend 
*"'***'*"*  x»»  i;»,,^  mUuuIuh^x   ik^xhu-  ia  ihr  '  their  acts;  it  ^-as  bbcker  than  I  am  wHliiv 

*'!7jrk,r*'"^ ''''^'*''\  *''*''  l>«M^  iK^  to  transmit  to  posterity.    If  there  were 

•  ♦'*♦•«  »    i»..H,,i       v.si  iV^^v  .*  ,1,^.  grwittr  any  stretches  made  in  the  fonncr  period, 

*.i  'n*  ,»i  y.  »..Mi,^,  ^„^^  uxwkMtt  Jv<t\\  Mitce  to  hold  out  malignants  and  anticovenanter^ 

\  "'*  /.  '* '"'"*  **"'^  l^^^v  that.  a»  by  the  act  of  classes  and  levies,  they  are  in 

..     *'  ^'  *^  »'^'t^^^^N'-*  ^*»  ^-d"  (he  pact  vindicated  by  the  door  now  opened  to 
'*  *•*'>  V v^vxHvA  ?««  *  \*<n5  xhit  f^cesKcst  wickedneisei  and  grossest  im* 
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monlidflf  in  too  many  of  the  oointien. 
Indeed  at  tins  tiniepa  dreadful  deluge  of 
knqnity  and  nns  befixe  unknown  in  Scot- 
land nnce  popoy  was  turned  out,  brake 
fiirdi;  and  athdiim  and  pnfiuieness  now 
povi^g  oommon,  pa?ed  the  way  fin:  ilaviah 
prindplea  m  cml  tfaingB,  and  persecution 
in  mattera  of  conscience.  Hie  commis- 
noaery  the  earl  of  Middleton,  his  fierce  and 
mlent  temper^  i^reeaUe  enough  to  a  camp» 
and  hia  education,  made  him  no  improper 
jnslniminit  to  oyerawe  Scotland,  and  bring 
ns  down  firom  any  sense  of  liberty  and 
privilege  onto  a  pliant  submission  to  ar- 
faitiary  designs,  absolute  siqiremacy  and 
pKragplife.  And  this  was  the  more  easily 
aceoapiisbed,  that  this  nation,  now  for  ten 
yean^  had  been  under  the  feet  of  the 
Fi^gKsh  aimy,  and  Teiy  much  inured  to 
suhjffflon 

A  short  account  and  character  of  this 
nobleman,  to  whom  the  king  intrusted  the 
chief  management  of  affidrs  at  this  juncture, 
nay  not  perhaps  be  unacceptable  to  the 
reader.  He  was  a  gentleman  in  the  north 
of  Sootlaad,  who  made  his  first  appearance 
undor  tlie  earl  of  Bfootroee,  against  the 
Gofdom^  who  set  up  sigainst  the  coFenant- 
cn^  and  he  had  a  considerable  share  in 
jlffr^ifng  them  at  the  Bridge  of  Dee.  In 
the  years  1944  and  1646,  he  took  service  in 
the  army  of  the  parliament  <^  England, 
i^sinat  the  klng^when  Mcmtrose  changed 
handa  and  his  men  ravaged  the  country, 
and  among  other  cmdties  killed  liiddle- 
ton*a  ftdier  in  cM  blood,  sitting  in  his 
own  house.  He  was  called  home  from 
VM^ffmA^  and  was  with  general  Lesly  when 
Ifbotfoae  was  defeat  at  Phiiiphau^.  He 
was  mi(}<»^general  under  duke  Hamilton, 
snd  eng^iged  with  a  handful  of  countrymen 
at  Ky"**^'"  Muir,  in  the  shire  of  Ayr> 
where  he  was  in  some  hazard.  He  and 
his  partf  came  upon  a  company  of  country 
people,  on  a  Monday  after  a  communion, 
who  had  not  the  least  thought  of  fighting, 
sad  were  unprovided  for  it.  Mr.  Thomas 
Wyiie^  manister  of  Mauchlin,  under  whose 
hsod  I  hare  an  account  of  that  action,  and 
some  other  ministers  travelled  betwixt  the 
people  and  Middleton,  and  got  his  promise 
to  permit  the  people  to  dismiss  peaceably : 
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which  when  they  were  doing, 
men  fell  upon  the  people,  and  with 
some  slaughter  scattered  them,  and  kept 
the  muir.  When  he  came  to  Blauchlin, 
the  ministers  quarrelled  his  breach  of  pro- 
mise and  capitulation;  and  he  put  it  off, 
with  alleging;  that  some  of  the  people  had 
provoked  his  men  with  harsh  speeches. 
We  shall  afUrward  hear  of  his  plot  to 
draw  the  king  from  the  committee  of 
estates  to  the  ncNrth ;  for  which  he  was  ex- 
communicate, and  Mr.  James  Guthrie  pro- 
nounced the  sentence.  In  a  little  time  he 
professed  his  repentance  with  many  tcara^ 
and  was  relaxed.  With  the  king  he  went 
into  Worcester,  where  he  was  taken,  and 
imprisoned  in  the  Tower.  When  he  got 
out,  after  many  difficulties  in  England,  he 
went  over  to  the  king;  and  was  by  him  sent 
to  Scotland  to  head  the  Highlanders,  who 
were  on  the  king's  side.  This  misgiving, 
he  went  back  to  his  roaster,  and  at  the 
restoration  was  honoured  with  the  l^ghest 
post  in  Scotland. 

Our  nobility  and  gentry  were  remarkably 
changed  to  the  worse:  it  was  but  few  of 
such,  who  had  been  active  in  the  fonncr 
years,  were  now  alwe,  and  those  few  were 
maiked  out  for  rumi  A  young  generation 
had  sprung  up  under  the  English  govern- 
ment, educate  under  penury  and  oppres- 
sion; their  estates  were  under  burden,  and 
many  of  them  had  little  other  prospect  of 
mending  their  fiMtunes,  but  by  the  king's 
favour,  and  so  were  ready  to  act  that  part 
he  \na  best  pleased  with.  Several  of  the 
most  leading  managers,  and  members  of 
parliament,  had  taken  up  a  dislike  at  the 
strictness  of  presbyterian  discipline.  Mid- 
dleton had  not  forgot  his  excommunication, 
or  the  pronouncer  of  it;  and  others  had 
been  disgusted  at  their  being  obliged  to 
satisfy  for  their  lewdness  and  scandals,  and 
upon  this  turn,  they  were  wiUing  to  enjoy  a 
little  more  latitude.  Add  to  this,  that 
M^ien  the  king  was  pleased  to  grant  a  most 
ample  indemnity  to  his  subjects  in  England 
and  Ireland,  for  thdr  failures  in  the  late 
times,  his  grace  did  not  come  so  low  as  his 
ancient  kingdom.  Most  part  of  Scotsmen, 
save  the  ministers,  who  received  a  very 
ungenerous  reward,  had  be«si  «oi&&  h«v)  oit 
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inAi  other  invoWed  with  the  English 
under  the  UBurpation ;  and  now  ' 
were  chargeable  with  treason,  and  their 
lives  and  estates  at  the  mercy,  I  say  not 
of  the  king,  but  of  his  hungiy  courtiers, 
who  laid  their  measures,  so  as  an  indemnity 
for  Scotland  was  put  oS,  till  they  got  their 
schemes  of  oppression  and  revenge  formed. 
Thus  the  hopes  of  timeservers,  who  had 
their  fortunes  to  mend,  and  the  fears  of 
many,  who  perhaps,  if  left  to  their  own 
choice,  would  have  inclined  to  preserve 
our  reformation  and  liberty,  were  improven 
to  carry  on  the  designs  now  on  foot. 

When  the  proclamation,  October  12th, 
formerly  noticed,  was  published,  calling  the 
parliament,  and  devolving  upon  their  judg- 
ment the  behaviour  of  all  under  the  kte 
troubles,  and  dischaiging  all  petitions  and 
applications  to  his  majesty,  this  was  soon 
understood  to  be  no  act  of  indemnity ;  but 
the  plain  language  was,  that  ev^  one  who 
would  not  follow  court  measures,  quit  their 
principles,  calmly  subject  to  arbitraiy  go- 
vernment in  church  and  state,  and  vote  and 
act  as  the  managers  would  have  them, 
might  expect  to  be  treated  as  rebels.  In- 
deed it  required  a  grdlfter  measure  of  the 
old  Scots  spirit,  and  more  fixedness  in 
principles  than  many  had,  to  stand  out 
against  so  heavy  an  argument.  Moreover, 
great  pains  was  taken  upon  the  elections  to 
this  parliament;  matters  every  where  in 
shires  and  burghs  were  so  carefuUy  man- 
aged, that  for  the  most  part,  persons  en- 
tirely at  the  devotion  of  the  court,  were 
chosen :  in  some  places  where  others  were 
chosen,  letters  were  writ  by  the  courtiers, 
under  some  pretext  or  other,  for  a  second 
choice.  Thus  in  the  shire  of  Ayr,  where  a 
gentleman  of  one  of  the  first  families  of  the 
shire,  but  a  firm  presbyterian  by  principle, 
was  elected,  a  near  relation  of  his  own,  a 
courtier,  prevuled  to  get  him  altered.  And 
some  of  the  most  zealous  gentlemen  in  the 
former  times,  were  viis  et  modit  brought 
under  process,  and  some  of  them  cited 
before  the  parliament,  that  there  might  be 
no  trouble  from  them  as  members.  The 
act  of  the  committee  of  estates  above,* 
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pomted  thif  way;  and  the  douMfr&ced  ex- 
praaioDs  in  the  letter  to  fifr.  Doug^  were 
designed  to  make  all  go  on  as  amoothn 
might  be. 

After  all  those  previoiu  atepsy  to  dispose 
for  the  great  tlungs  in  band,  the  pariiament 
convened  January  1st,  1661,  just  that  day 
twelve  months,  upon  wiudi  Bfonk  marched 
up  to  London,  and  that  day  ten  yean 
whereupon  the  long  was  crowned  at  Scone. 
The  members  rode  firom  the  Abbey  to  (he 
house  m  great  state;  the  earl  of  Crawford  bore 
the  crown,  the  eari  of  Sutherland  the  scep- 
tre, and  the  earl  of  Biar  the  sword.  Duke 
Hamilton  and  the  marquis  of  Mcmtrose 
rode  behind  the  commissioner,  covered. 

When  they  had  taken  their  seats  in  the 
parliament  hous^  a  very  good  sermon  wai 
preached  to  them  by  Mr.  Robert  Douiglas, 
from  2  Chron.  xix.  6.  **  Take  heed  whit 
you  do,  for  you  judge  not  for  man,  but  for 
the  Lord,  who  is  with  you  in  the  judgment" 
After  calling  of  the  rolls,  the  earl  of  Glen* 
cairn  was  chosen  preses,  and  the  cominii* 
sioner  had  a  speech,  recommending  peace 
and  unity.  When  those  forms  were  over, 
the  commissioner  had  most  of  the  nolnlitj 
at  dinner  with  him,  where  he  was  served  in 
great  state:  he  sat  at  a  table  by  himsd( 
and  the  earl  of  Athol  gave  him  the  cup 
upon  his  knee,  after  he  had  tasted  it,  in  t 
cover,  before  he  ddivered  it. 

January  4th,  they  entered  upon  busmesi 
I  have  in  mine  eye  a  very  distinct  account 
of  their  procedure  every  day,  in  manuscript, 
unto  the  middle  of  April,  fix>m  which  I 
may  afterwards  give  some  hints  of  their 
actings;  but  here  I  shall  confine  myself  very 
much  to  the  known  public  acts  made  in 
opposition  to  that  work,  which  had  been 
carried  on  from  the  year  1638  to  die  uson 
pation,  and  give  the  reader  as  short  a  view, 
as  the  variety  of  matter  will  permit,  of  their 
proccdiu*c,  in  the  vast  change  made  by 
them  in  this  church  and  kingdom. 

It  is  very  evident,  the  design  on  foot,  in 
this  parliament,  was  to  make  the  king 
absolute,  and  the  laws  henceforth  only  a 
public  signification  of  the  sovereign's  pleas- 
ure, who  after  this,  is  to  be  above  law,  and 
uncontrollable  lord  of  his  subjects'  property, 
purse  and  conscience;   and    to   overtun 
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hat  had  been  fiwmerly  established  in 
LTOiirs  of  religion  and  libc^y .  This  unhap- 
y  project  was  helped  forward,  at  least  not 
little  encouraged,  by  the  fulsome  sermons 
reached  by  too  many  before  them.  The 
reachers  were  not  now  app(»nted  by  the 
isembly  or  commission,  who  used  fonnerly 
>  sit  in  time  of  parliament ;  the  managers 
lust  be  their  own  carvers ;  the  king's  advo- 
ite's  letter  was  the  appointment  ministers 
ad  to  preach,  and  he  was  not  wanting  in 
itchixig  on  very  fit  tools  for  their  puipose, 
rho  preached  smooth  things.  Some  of 
lieir  sermons  yet  remain  in  print,  as  blots 
pon  their  reputation:  and  though  Mr. 
Xniglas,  and  some  few  other  worthy  men 
rere  employed  now  and  then,  for  fonn's 
ake,  and  they  preached  CSirist,  and  plain 
Inty ;  yet  it  was  not  so  with  many  of  their 
veachers.  Their  ordinary  themes  were,  the 
vickedness  of  rebellion;  and  in  their  appli- 
ation,  they  explained  this  to  be  the  late 
rofk  of  reformation,  and  the  covenants. 
Ten  before  the  parliament  had  declared 
gainst  those;  the  sinfukiess  of  defensive 
nns^wherd)y  they  libelled  most  part  of 
hdr  hearers,  and  cast  a  slur  upon  the  con* 
tant  practice  of  this  nation;  the  extensive- 
less  of  the  king's  power,  passive  obedience, 
od  such  like.  Those  flaming  sermons  <^ 
bein^  bring  upon  the  preachers  of  them  a 
ireat  share  of  all  the  after-guilt  of  this 
criod,  and  paved  their  own  way  to  prefer- 

DCOt. 

■ 

Those  corrupt  ministers,  who  had  sided 
hemsdves  with  the  public  resolutbners,  and 
low  were  carefully  serving  the  courtiers,  veiy 
nocfa  he^tened  the  lamentable  breaches 
Ktwixt  the  lesolutioners  and  protesters, 
sfao  were  both  i^ainst  the  defection  now 
entering  \sgoa  i  this  miserable  rent,  artfully 
managed  by  designing  men,  so  weakened 
the  honest  mimstry  of  the  church  and  split 
the  people^  who  were  for  our  former  excel- 
lent constitution,  that  no  such  seasonable 
lod  regular  application  was  made  for  pre* 
voting  the  change,  as  was  wished  for; 
though  somewhat,  was  done,  as  wc  shall  hear. 

Thus  every  thii^  concurred  in  the  Lord's 
holy  and  righteous  providence,  for  helping 
forward  a  dark  and  black  cloud  upon  this 
Hiurch  and  kingdom,  which  began  with  the 


acts  I  am  now  to  give  a  particular  .^. 
detail  of,  if  once  I  had  further  ob- 
served, that  this  parliament  when  they  sat 
down,so  constituted  themselves,  and  acted  in 
such  a  manner,  as  made  their  acts  and  laws,  in 
the  opinion  of  severals,  questionable  as  to 
their  validity  and  legfedity.  Itispbintheyrun 
cross  to  standing  law,before  they  gave  them* 
sdves  the  trouble  of  any  repeal.  The  reader 
will  find,  that  by  act  5th,  pari.  2.  Charies  L 
where  his  majeisty  was  present,  ''every 
member,  of  succeeding  parliaments  is  to 
take,  and  subscribe  the  national  covenant, 
and  give  an  oath  of  parliament  rehitive 
thereunto."  This  was  not  now  done,  as 
every  body  knows.  Yea,  it  was  expressly 
provided  by  our  bst  Scots  parliament, 
where  his  majesty  was  present,  1651, 
**  That  in  all  succeeding  paiiiaments,  every 
member,  before  they  entered  upon  business, 
should  sign  and  subscribe  the  covenant; 
and  without  this,  the  constitution  of  the 
parliament,  and  all  they  do,  is  declared  void 
and  nnlL"  The  acts  of  this  parhament 
were  not  printed,  and  I  have  not  seen  a 
copy  of  the  act;  but  horn  persons  yet  alive, 
and  papers  written  at  this  time,  I  am 
assured  such  an  act  was  made. 

Not  to  say  any  thing  of  the  reasonableness 
or  necessity  of  making  such  restrictions,  it 
is  certain,  those  were  now  imrepealed  laws, 
and  the  last,  relative  to  the  very  constitu- 
tion <^  parliament,  made  by  the  king,  and 
many  of  themselves;  and  consequently  they 
sat  down,  and  went  on  in  a  method  directly 
contrary  to  the  uncontroverted  statute  law. 
And  though  those,  vrith  many  other  excel- 
lent laws,  made  in  the  former  period,  yr&e 
rescinded;  it  remained  doubtful  with  the 
persons  who  objected  agamst  the  validity  of 
this  parliament,  how  far  they  could  do  so, 
unless,  by  express  instructions  from  their 
constituents,  they  had  b^un  with  altering 
the  constitution.  But  this  point  I  must 
leave  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  long  robe 
skilled  in  our  laws  and  the  nature  of  par- 
liamentary power. 

Having  laid  down  those  general  observa- 
tions, I  come  to  take  a  more  particular  view 
of  the  acts  of  this  session  of  parliament ; 
and  by  a  narrow  conmderation  of  thcm^  and 
the  order  in  wVikVi  lY^e^  ue  msAe^  ^  v?c^^ 
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1661     ^^<'^vt<"'>^^'*"^^^^"PP^'''« 
in  gradually  bringtng  upon  members 

of  parliament,  and  tubrfects,  the  heavy 
burdens  they  ^'^'ere  under  before  the  (year) 
1638,  and  not  a  Uttle  of  the  serpentine  sub- 
tilty  of  Mr.  Sharp,  who  came  lately  from 
England  with  ample  directions  concerted 
widi  the  higfaflierB  there,  to  bring  this  church 
back  to  its  deformed  state,  about  twenty- 
three  years  ago. 

The  first  printed  act  is  concerning  the 
president,  and  oath  of  parliament.*  The 
civil  pert  of  it,  their  making  the  chancellor,  <v 
any  for  the  time,  nominate  by  the  king,  pre- 
sident, I  do  not  meddle  with ;  every  thing 
now  must  be  done  aniipodes  to  the  practice 
of  the  covenanters,  be  it  ever  so  reasonable 
in  itself:  and  it  does  not  appear  unreason- 
able, that  a  judicatory,  such  as  this,  choose 
their  own  mouth.  But  waving  this,  let  me 
consider  a  little  the  oath  inserted  in  this 
act;  the  form  of  which  is, 
**  I,  ,  for  testification  of 

my  fiuthfnl  obedience  to  my  most 
gracious  and  redoubted  sovereign 
Charles,  king  of  Great  Britain,  France, 
and  Ireland,  defender  of  the  fiuth,  do 
affirm,  testify,  and  deckire,  by  this  my 
solemn  oath,  that  I  acknowledge  my 
said  sovereign,  only  supreme  governor 
of  this  kingdom,  over  all  persons,  and 
in  all  causes;  and  that  no  foreign 
prince,  power,  or  state,  nor  person  dvil 
or  ecclesiastic,  hath  any  jurisdiction^ 


*  Act  concerning  the  preeident,  and  oath  of 
parliament. 

Forasmuch  as  it  hath  pleased  Almichty  God 
to  oompoBsionate  the  troubles  and  confiuions  of 
this  kingdom,  by  returning  the  kinf>  most 
ezoeUent  uu^esty  to  the  exercise  of  that  royal 
goTernment.  under  which,  and  its  excellent  con- 
stitution, this  kingdom  hath  for  many  ages 
enjoyed  so  much  happinen,  peace,  and  plenty; 
and  it  being,  upon  good  and  important  consider- 
ations, an  mriolable  practice  in  this  government 
before  these  troubles,  that  the  person  nominate 
bv  his  mi^esty  to  be  his  chancellor  within  this 
kingdom,  did  of  right,  and  as  due  to  his  place, 
preside  in  all  meetings  of  parliament,  and  other 
public  Judicatories  of  the  kingdom,  where  he 
was  present  for  the  time :  and  nis  mijestynow 
eonslderlng  the  great  advantages  do  aocrrace  to 
the  public  food  of  his  subjects,  by  the  due  ob* 
senrance  of  such  ancient  and  well  grounded 
customs  wnA  eonstituttons,  and  the  prejudices 
thMi  do  aeeompuaj  a  change  thtreof :  tMrefore 
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power,  or  superkirity  over  the  ssme: 
and  therefore  I  utterly  fenovmoe  and 
forsake  all  foreign  jurisdictions,  powoi, 
and  authoritiea;  and  shall  at  my  at* 
most  power  ddend,  assist,  and  main- 
tain his  majesty's  jurisdictioa  foreiald, 
against  all  deadly,  and  never  dedinehis 
majesty's  power  or  jnriadiction,  as  I 
shall  answer  to  God." 
Members  of  parliament  were  to  add^ 
**  And  I  shall  faithfully  gjive  mj  advice 
and  vote  in  every  thing  that  shall  ba 
propounded  in  parliament,  as  I  shall 
answer  to  God." 
Many  particulars  may  be  noticed  as  to 
tills  oath.     In  the  titie  of  the  act,  it  ii 
termed  **  an  oath  of  parliament ;"   in  die 
body  of  the  act,  it  is  called  **  an  oath  of  sl- 
legiance."    There  are  here  two  very  diftr- 
ent  oaths ;  and  it  was  not  without  a  cmm 
why  it  was  huddled  over  in  parliament,  aD- 
der  the  notion  of  an  oath  of  parliament,  thsl 
persons  upon  whom  the  first  part  was  to  be 
imposed,  might  not  too  soon  spy  out  the 
design  upon  them.     Yet  they  must  have 
been  very  heedless  who  did  ix>t  observe^ 
that  this  oath,  in  both  its  views,  was  csko- 
late  to  shuffle  out  our  former  estahUshmeot, 
and  the  covenants,  and  in  its  nature  eveniTe 
of  them.    Hiis  new-coined  oath  n^ght  be 
compared  with  the  En^ish  oath  of  supre- 
macy,  which  no  doubt  was  its  model ;  evoj 
thing  now  being  to  be  brought  as  near  the 
English  pattern  as  possible.    It  appeared  to 


his  majesty,  with  advice  and  consent  of  Ui 
estates  of  parliament,  doth  declare,  that  the  ar^ 
sent  lord  chancellor,  and  such  as  hereafter  sUl 
be  nominate  by  his  miyestv,  or  his  royal  ii^ 
cessors,  to  succeed  in  that  places  and,  in  case  d 
their  absence,  such  as  shall  be  nominate  by  Ui 
majesty,  are,  by  virtue  and  right  of  the  mii 
otRcet  and  such  nomination  respective,  to  predit 
in  all  meetin|{s  of  his  mi^esty's  parliamenlsb  tr 
other  public  judicatories  of  the  kingdom,  what 
they  shall  happen  to  be  present,  and  that  tliif 
are  now  and  in  all  time  coming  to  enj^  tha 
privilege.  And  in  dischaiye  of  thia  trust,  tkT 
are,  at  the  fin»t  down-sitting  of  every  nrlii* 
ment,  to  administer  to  all  the  members  tttfwC 
the  oath  of  alcgiaure.     (See  the  oath  abote.) 

Lilceas,  his  mi^esty,  with  advice  foresaid,  dslk 
hereby  rescind  and  annul  all  acta,  statatn,  W 
practices,  as  to  the  president  or  oath  of  parili^ 
ment,  which  are  prejudicial  unto,  or  inoonsistcat 
with  this  present  act,  and  declare  the  samt  to  W 
void  and  uuU  in  all  time  coming. 
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117  to  lunre  in  it  the  most  choking  daiise  '  cUuue  of  this  oath  simply  nnlawfiiL    .^, 
die  Bupremacy;  indeed,  in  80  many  words,   """  .. .    .    ^ 

Iocs  not  fonnally  assert  the  king^s  power 
eodeoiastical  matters  as  the  other  does ; 
t  ka  general  and  extensive  clause,  **  in  all 
nes  and  over  all  persons,"  takes  it  in, 
1  ii|>pears  even  somev^iat  wider  than  the 
ffiah  phrases  themselves, 
b  seems  evident,  that  this  Soots  oath  of 
!giaaoe  and  parliament,  and  really  of  su- 
■naey*  is  ambiguous  in  its  expressions, 
le  terms  of  it  are  artfully  enou^  formed, 
■a  to  bear  a  double  fine.    Presbyterians 
Berfiilly  allow  the  soverdgn  a  civil  and 
ictional  power  in  ecclesiastical  matters 
d  causes,  as  well  as  a  siqireme  power  over 
persons.    And  there  was  some  duuiow 
ground  for  understanding  the  oath  in  this 
fe  and  firvonrable  sense  at  this  time^  when 
B  commissioner  and  chancellor  declared 
pin  and  again  in  free  of  parliament,  that 
•y  intended  not  to  give  Us  majesty  any 
Mdeaiastical,"  but  only  ^  a  dvii  supreme 
NTcr.**     Yet  in  a  little,  when  ministers 
fered  to  take  the  oath  in  this  sense,  they 
m  not  allowed.  And  it  would  seem  those 
idaradons  were  made  from  the  throne, 
wn  odier  views  than  appeared;  for  when 
m  enl  of  Cassils  and  laird  of  Kilbumy  de- 
anded  those  dedaradons  mi^t  be  insert 
the  re^stcrs,  it  was  perenqicorily  refused. 
Us  demonstrates  the  ambiguity  of  the 
BMeaL    In  themselves,  and  by  reason  of 
is  andnguity,  several  phrases  in  the  oath 
ere  at  best  dark.    To  say  nothing  of  the 
liers,  that  expression,  **  I  renounce  all 
re^  jurisdictions,  and  shall  maintain  his 
qcsty's  authority  foresaid,"  without  ex- 
ieation,  may  reach  further  than  "  foreign 
iace^  power,  or  perKm,"  since  ^  foreign," 
I  k  stands  here,  seems  to  include  **  all  ju- 
nction and  power,"  exc^  the  king's,  as 
frame ;  and  thus  it  would  be  an  absolute 
nondation  of  all  ecclesiastic  judicatories, 
p  k  proved  in  the  issue,  and  the  whole 
imch.  power  came  to  be  lodged  in  the 
Bbo|s  as  deriving  it  from  the  king.  I  know 
ds  clause  rehites,  in  its  ordinary  sense,  to 
ipcfy,  and  in  so  far  was  safe ;  but  it  mi^t, 
m  actually  was  further  extended,  and  con- 
ifaently  was  dark. 
In  short,  a  good  naaay  reckoned  the  last 


**  Supreme  governor,"  inthefirstpart 
here,  seems  explained  by  **  the  king's  power 
and  jurisdiction,"  and  the  swearer  obliged 
**  never  to  decline  it."    This  they  thought  a 
step  beyond  the  English  supremacy  itself; 
by  that,  the  king  is  allowed  a  **  limited 
power"  in  ecclesiastical  matters,  but  by  our 
Scots  oath,  the  swearer  seems  bound  down 
to  submission  to  all  the  instances  of  the  exei^ 
dse  of  that  power ;  so  that  in  no  case  the 
king  must  be   declined,  even  thou^  ho 
should  take  upon  him  the  power  of  excom- 
munication, for  instance.    How  fiur  this  last 
clause  was  cast  in  to  prelimit  members  in 
the  processes  to  be  before  them,  I  do  not 
say ;  but  ^  the  declining  the  king's  jurisdic- 
tion" was  no  small  article  against  Mr.  James 
Chithrie.    Several  other  remarks  might  be 
made  upon  this  oath,  if  I  had  not  already 
said  so  much  on  it.     By  the  act  114 
James  VL  parL  IS,  1592,  now  in  force,  and 
unrepealed,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  church  is 
ratified  and  confirmed,  and  the  allegiance 
sworn  in  this  oath  hath  no  respect,  yea  is 
contrary  to  the  due  limitation  there  con- 
tained.   Again,  every  body  knew  the  design 
of  the  court  at  present,  to  establish  a  royal 
supremacy,  and  put  the  king  in  the  place  of 
the  pope,  which,  by  the  way,  increased  the 
darkness  and  ambiguity  of  the  (dwases  for- 
merly noticed.      To  be  short,  this  oath 
came  to  be  the  Shibboleth  of  the  state,  and 
in  a  little  it  was  extended  to  aQ  subjects  of 
any  influence.    And  after  the  members  ot 
parliament  were  involved  in  it,  and  by  credit 
bound  to  defend  and  promote  it,  it  became 
at  first  matter  of  much  dispute  and  strife, 
and  afterwards  an  occasion  of  soflbring.    In 
the  year  1660,  when  matters  were  ripe,  it 
came  to  be  explained,  cleared,  and  imposed 
in  its  true  and  extensive  meamng;  and  its 
sense  was  made  plain,  laige,  and  terrible, 
and  an  end  put  to  the  debates  about  its 
meaning. 

This  oath,  though  thus  involved,  as  we 
have  heard,  was  stuck  at  by  very  few  in  the 
parliament.  Tlic  earls  of  Cassils  and  Md- 
vil,  and  the  laird  of  Kilburny,  refused  it ; 
whether  there  were  any  more,  I  have  not 
heard :  so  well  disposed  were  the  members 
to  go  in  with  every  tbMi^>ife«».  cwnx^  «ia«av. 
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.g^.  Hoviogthuiiiunigiiritethekingani^ 
*  preme  dvil  pope,  if  not  some  more* 
by  iteps  they  prooeed,  in  the  following  acts, 
to  assert,  ezfJaiii,  and  extend  the  royal 
prerogative.  At  this  time  the  parliament's 
darlii^  design  and  bdored  work  seems  to 
have  been,  die  enlargement  of  his  majesty's 
power,  without  any  great  regard  to  rriigion, 
liberty,  or  property;  and  they  begin  with 
dvil  ofiB^es:  and  by  their  2d  act  declare 
it  to  be  **  his  majesty's  prerogative,  to  choose 
officers  of  state,  counsellors,  and  lords  of 
session,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  printed  acts ; 
and  they  screw  up  this  branch  of  the  prero- 
gative  to  a  jm  dimmtm:  peihaps  this  is  the 
first  time  that  ever  the  nomination  of  ser- 
vants and  counsellors  is  derived  from  hea^ 
ven.  In  the  rescissory  part  of  this  act,  they 
run  pretty  high,  and  pronounce  **  the  con- 
trary laws  and  practices,  and  acts  since  the 
(year)  1637,  to  have  been  undutiful  and  dis- 
loyal," though  the  king  himself  was  present 
at  some  of  them. 

In  their  3d  act,  as  may  be  seen  in  the 
printed  acts,  they  assert  the  king's  preroga- 
tive to  be,  **  the  calling,  holding,  prorogu- 
ing, or  dissolving  all  parliaments,  conven- 
tions, or  meetings  of  estates;  and  that  all 
meetings,  without  his  special  warrant,  are 
void  and  null."  In  the  preamble,  out  of 
their  great  loyalty,  they  declare  the  "  hap- 
piness of  the  people  depends  upon  the  main- 
tenance of  the  prerogative."  The  presby- 
terians  for  many  years  felt  how  much  their 
happiness  depended  upon  this,  in  the  parlia- 
ment's sense,  by  bonds,  imprisonments, 
hanging,  heading,  and  murders  in  the  field 
and  highways,  without  any  sentence.  It  is 
added,  they  make  this  law  "  out  of  con- 
science, and  firom  its  obligations."  Upon 
how  good  grounds  they  assert  this,  most 
of  them  have  answered  ere  this  time  at  a 
higher  tribunal.  An  odd  enough  sanction  is 
annexed  to  this,  *'  that  no  subject  question  or 
impugn  any  thing  in  this  act,  or  do  any  thing 
contrary  thereto,  under  the  pains  of  treason :" 
which  seems  to  involve  all  the  members  of 
parliament  in  a  wretched  necessity,  to  vote 
many  of  the  following  acts  when  proposed, 
as  they  would  not  be  guilty  of  treason ;  and 
it  is  abundantly  plain,  that  piece  by  piece 
thejr  prclimited  themselves,  and  gave  up  the 
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freedom  of  dieir  mcdag  in  a  paiMMamiy 
capaciQr. 

By  their  4th  act,  they  go  on,  and  statnte, 
^  that  no  cooToca^ions,  leagues,  or  bonds 
be  made  without  the  sovereign,'*  and  declare 
against  all  sach,  made  without  his  consent) 
and  tacitly  insinnate,  that  the  work  of  re- 
formation since  the  (year)  1638,  confirmed 
by  the  king  and  his  fiither,  "  had  well  ni^ 
ruined  both  king  and  subjects;**  and  cast  a 
new  tash  (stain)  upon  all  that  was  done  m 
that  period  by  his  majesty  and  many  of 
themselves,  **  as  being  done  on  pretext  of 
preserving  the  king's  person,  religion,  and 
liberty."  They  declare  "  this  gloss  was  fidie 
and  disloyal,"  and  rescind  all  done,  or  to  be 
done,  without  the  king's  consent ;  by  which 
undoubtedly  our  glorious  revolution  moit 
come  in  as  black  treason. 

Further,  by  their  5th  act,  they  dodw 
their  king  with  the  ^  sole  power  of  maldog 
peace  and  ¥rar."  Without  any  great  necei- 
sity  firom  the  matter  they  are  upon,  or  oos- 
nexion  with  the  subject,  in  the  preamble 
they  assert,  that  **  the  king  holds  his  crowa 
firom  God  alone  ;**  and  statute  and  declare, 
^  that  the  raisii^  of  subjects  in  arms,  is  an^ 
was  the  soverdgn's  undoubted  right;  an^ 
that  it  shall  be  high  treason  for  any  subjecti» 
upon  any  pretext  whatsomever,  to  rise  is 
arms  without  the  king's  allowance."  It  wn 
well  they  made  not  this  law  to  look  back, 
as  several  of  their  acts  did,  else  the  com- 
missioner, and  the  greatest  part  of  thea, 
had  been  pronounced  traitors. 

One  would  think,  by  this  time,  the  pe^ 
liament  were  near  to  the  plucking  up  the 
covenant  by  the  root,  and  so  they  were; 
but  an  unnecessary  step  must  be  taken  fti 
the  better  securing  their  project,  and  thatii^ 
by  act  6th,  to  declare  the  convention  o 
estates  1643,  who  entered  into  the  soleni 
league  and  covenant  with  the  parliament  o 
England,  void  and  null.  That  convcntioi 
was  not  called  by  a  king,  and  therefore  el 
they  did  must  be  a  nullity ;  and  all  acts  sp 
proving  that  meeting  are  rescinded,  erei 
the  ratification  by  the  parliament,  where  tb 
king  was  present.  This  seems  to  be  a  ver 
needless  act,  since  the  convention  was  o 
the  matter  rescinded  in  their  3d  and  4t 
acts ;  but  they  must  moke  their  game  sun 
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nigh  it  be  bjr  doing  the  same  things  twice 
thrice  over.  Ph>bebiy  the  managera  were 
aid  to  attack  the  covenant  directly,  till 
:e  they  tried  the  pulse  of  the  members, 
o  generally  had  sworn  it,  and  secured 
mselves  by  this  essay;  and  if  this  had 
ignren,  they  would  have  fallen  upon  it 
ither  way :  but  all  runs  smooth,  and  the 
ntiers  were  in  no  hazard. 
Haying  thus  made  their  approaches  with 
caution  and  safety  to  the  fortress  of  the 
venants,  it  is  sapped  and  overturned  by 
eir  7th  act ;  which,  because  it  was  occa- 
m  of  great  sufiering  afterward,  and  every 
idy  who  reads  this  history,  may  not  have 
tr  acts  of  parliament  by  him,  I  have  insert,  * 
id  take  the  liberty  to  make  some  observes 
xm  it.  That  even  afler  all  this  previous 
lution,  they  do  nclt  declare  directly  that 
e  covenant  was  treason,  for  the  nation  was 
It  yet  ripe  for  this ;  nor  totally  rescind  the 
■ligation  of  it;  but  only,  as  the  title  of  the 
t  bears,  make  a  declaration  concerpidg  it, 
id  discharge  the  renewing  of  it,  withoat  the 
i^'s  consent,  which  was  not  to  be  looked 
r.  80  sacred  and  beloved  were  the  cov^ 
mts  in  Scotland,  that  it  was  not  fit  as  yet 
» venture  further.  And  even  in  .this  de- 
iration,  the  namthre  of  the  actyjud  roHo 
gif,  is  not  drawn  fitmi  any  ill  thing  in  the 


*  Act  conceming  the  league  and  corenant,  and  , 
•dialling  tbe  renewing  thereof,  without  his 
Aiest 7*1  warrant  and  ifppvobation. 
FarMmuch  as  the  power  of  anna,  and  entering 
ito,  and  making  of  leagues  and  bcnda,  is  an 
■doubted  priri^je  of  the  crown,  and  a  proper 
vt  of  the  royal  prerogatire  of  the  kinjra  of  this 
iagdom,  and  that  in  recognisance  of  his  ma- 
sty's  just  right,  the  estates  of  narliament  of 
lis  his  most  ancient  kingdom  of  Scotland,  have 
•dared  it  high  treason  to  the  subjects  thereof, 
P  whatsoever  number,  less  or  more,  upon  any 
rdext  whatsoever,  to  rise,  or  continue  in  arms, 
r  to  enter  into  leagues  and  bonds,  with  foreign- 
n^  or  among  themselves,  without  his  mf\jesty*8 
pedal  warrant  and  approbation  had  and  ol>- 
uned  thereto;  and  have  rescinded  and  annulled 
U  acta  of  parliament,  conventions  of  estates,  or 
ther  deeds  whatsoerer,  contrary  to,  or  inconsia- 
mt  with  the  same.   And  whereas,  during  these 
nmbln,  there  hav^  occurred  divers  things,  in 
he  making  and  pursuance  of  leagues  and  lM>nd9, 
■hich  may  be  occasion  of  jealousy  in  and  be- 
<«fst  Ins  pudesty's  dominions  of  S<M)tland,  £ng- 
aad,  and  Ireland ;  therefore,  and  for  preventing 
i  all  scruples,  mistakes,  or  jealouHies,  that  may 
Mnafter  arise  upon  these  grounds,  the  kings 
■^iiii,  with  advice  and  consent  of  his  estates 
rf  paniamenty  doth  hereby  declan^  that  there 


covenant,  but  the  law  is  founded  .^a, 
upon  theu'  own  new  made  statutes ; 
all  which  are  sufficiently  cassed  and  overturn- 
ed, by  the  king*s  own  consent  to  the  coves 
nant,  and  hb  swearing  of  it.  They  themselves 
coin  the  premises,  and  then  form  the  conclu- 
sion, as  best  serves  their  purposes.  Indeed, 
in  a  very  general  and  dubious  manner,  they 
make  an  innuendo,  **  that  divers  things  occur- 
red in  the  late  troubles,  in  making  and  pursu- 
ing of  leagues  and  bonds,  that  may  be  occa- 
sion of  jealousies  between  his  majesty's  do- 
minions." How  tender  do  they  appear  of 
naming  the  covenant !  Those  occasions  of 
jealousy  might  arise  from  many  other  bonds, 
and  the  pursuance  of  them,  besides  the  cove- 
nants ;  and  I  could  instance  some  of  them. 
However,upon  this  supposition,  they  declare, 
"  that  there  is  no  obligation,  by  covenant  or 
other  treaties,' upon  Scotland,  to  endeavour 
by  arms  a  refofination  in  England.'*  It  is 
not  asserted  in  'the  covenant,  that  in  all  cases 
Scotland  was  obUged  by  arms  to  reform 
England ;  to  be  sure,  at  this  juncture,  there 
was  no  hazard  this  way.  Thm  follows  a  very 
unjust  reflection  upon  the  covenanters,  <*  or 
to  meddle  with  the  public  government,  or  ad- 
ministration of  that  kuogdom."  This  the  cove- 
nanters never  took  upon  diem  to  do,  save  when 
pressed  thereto  by  the  English  themselves. 


is  no  obligatioD  upon  this  kingdom,  by  covenant, 
treaties,    or  otherwise,  to  endeavour  by  anus 
a  reformation  of  religion  in  the  kingdom  of 
England,  or  to  meddle  with  the  public  govern- 
ment and  administration  of  that  kingdom.    And 
the  king's  majesty,  with  advice  and  consent  fore-> 
said,  doth  declare,  that  the  league  and  covenant, 
and  all  treaties  following  thereupon,  and  acts 
or  deeds  that  do  or  may  relate  thereto,  are  not 
obligatory,  nor  do  infer  any  obligation  upon  this 
kingdom,  or  the  sul^ects  thereof,  to  meddle  or 
interpose  by  arms,  or  anv  seditious  vray,  in  any 
thing  concerning  the  religion  and  government 
of  the  churches  of  England  and  Ireland,  or  in 
what  may  concern  the  administration  of  his 
m^esty'a  government  there.     And  further,  his 
majesty,  with  advice  and  consent  of  his  estates, 
doth  hereby  dittcharge  and  inhibit  all  his  ma- 
jesty's subjects  within  thin  kingdom,  that  none 
of  tnem  presume,  upon  any  pretext  of  any  au- 
thority wliatsoever,  to  require  the  renewing  or 
swearing  of  the  said  league  and  covenant,  or  of 
any  other  covenants,  or  public  oaths,  concerning 
the  government  of  the  church  or  kingdom,  with- 
out nis  mnjcNty's  special  warrant  luid  approba- 
tion; and  that  none  of  his  majesty'H  ttubjects 
offer  to  renew  and  swear  the  same,  without  his 
majesty's  warrant,  as  said  its  aa  Ibft^  ^\>\  \k% 
answerable  at  their  higlheat  ^etiki. 
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1 66 1  "^'^  dedaration  is  again  repeated, 
that  there  is  no  obligation  upon 
Scotsmen  to  meddle  with  the  religion  of 
England  by  arms,  which  is  now  termed  a 
seditious  way.  It  must  be  OMTied,  that  arms 
in  many  cases  are  none  of  the  best  ways  to 
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could  do  nothing  against  his  lawful  oath  md 
covenant."  Him  the  managers  were  pleased 
to  overlook. 

In  the  8th  act,  the  parUament  give  in  to 
the  old,  and  yet  continued  method,  of  cover- 
ing their  designs  against  presbyterians  widi 


propagate  a  reformation   in    religion    and    a  pretended  zeal  against  popery ;  and  under 


church  government:  but  it  is  certain  the  Scots 
were  invited  to  England  to  assist  that  na- 
tion in  their  own  self-defence  against  popery, 
and  prelates  hasting  fast  back  to  it ;  which 
quite  alters  the  case,  and  yet  is  by  many  dicnce  to  lawful  authority,  covered  \nth  s|» 
overlooked  in  this  matter.     In  a  word,  by   cious  pretences/'  i.  e,  in  their  meaning, '  the 


this  view,  frame  a  very  good  act  against 
priests  and  Jesuits :  but  the  narrative  of  it 
was  complained  of,  as  injurious  to  tnAf 
and  every  body's  experience ;  that  * 


this  act,  all  the  subjects  arc  **  dischai^d  to 
require  the  renewing  of  the  covenant,  or  any 
other  oath,  or  to  swear  it,  without  the  king's 
consent."  Wliether  this  clause  precludes 
application  to  the  government  in  a  regular 
way,  for  renewing  those  solemn  vows  against 
])opery  and  prelacy,  I  do  not  know ;  neither 
what  is  included  in  the  other  public  oaths 
here  spoken  of;  they  may  relate  to  the  oath 
of  canonical  obedience,  for  any  thing  I  know. 


work  of  reformation,  and  the  covenants,  had 
been  the  occasion  of  the  increase  of  prieiti 
and  Jesuits,"  needs  no  refutation.  TTieneit 
clause,  that  **  priests  and  Jesuits  abounded 
more  at  present,  than  in  the  time  of  die 
king's  &ther  or  grand&thcr,"  is  what  I  vay 
much  doubt  of.  They  were  indeed  too  nfr 
merous  at  present,  but  they  behoved  to  be 
many  more  in  king  James's  time ;  and  wfait 
shoals  of  them  were  in  king  Charles  L  In 


since  the  prohibition  is  abundantly  wide.  :  reign,  the  reader  will  see  from  the  acooont 
Thus  fur  is  plain,  that  the  renewing  of  the  '  of  the  popish  government  in  Scotland  attbt 
covenant  itself  is  not  simply  discharged,  time,  writ  by  Mr.  J<^n  Abemethy,  a  popoh 
thougli  I  must  own  there  was  littie  prospect  priest;  which,  because  it  is  in  the  hands  of 
of  getting  the  condition  here  required  to   very  few,  was  never  printed,  and  deserref 


this,  his  majesty's  consent. 

Thus,  more  softly  than  one  would  have 
expected,  the  attempt  is  made  upon  the  so- 
lemn league  and  covenant.  Their  preparor 
tory  acts  made  it  the  deed  of  an  unlawful 
convocation;  and  they  would  have  it  be- 
lieved, that  whatever  excellency  might  be  in 


the  consideration  of  all  true  protestants^  I 
have  added.  * 


*  Ab«methy*8  (Jeiuit)  account  of  the  pophk 
government  in  Scotland. 

All  governments  are  either  ipiritiuJ  or  tett 


i 


^,  ^^         r  •..       *  -^  x.'    I-      1       '•  P«ral»  »"»!  both  require  three  thinn.     1.  jR» 

the  matter  of  it,  yet  it  was  no  bmdmg  law    /,wt,,  thoae  that  rule  and  gowm.    2.  JUttah 

obliging  Scotland,  Ixiing  made  a  non  hahenie    tht^.;  that  are  ruled  and  governed.   S.  Modwmf' 
poicttatem.    By  tiiose  blinds,  they  huddled   {h^^xhin^l^^ 


over  the  matter,  so  as  some  were  cheated 
into  the  thoughts  they  might  safely  renounce 


ill  Scotland.    Andlst,  Their goveruors  and nikn 

are  threefold,  that  is,  remoH,  pnpinqvi,  ttpnn" 

i  mi.     ThoNM  I  call  remote,  are  the  pope,  and  thife 


the  covenant  as  a  law,  and  stand  by  it  &s  a    con^irro^ation  fit  propaganda  (or  rather,  as  I  hsn 

private  oath.    With  tiiose  colours  and  distinc-  I J'^^**  themselves  call  it,  for  the  politic  knatfrr 
*.  ,  .  ,  I  ot  It,  «/c  extirvanda)  fide.     ITie  uearar,  or»r»- 

tions,  this  act  was  voted   pretty  smoothly  ,  pinmiij  are  Monsieur  Franclwo   Barberinis  ■ 
to  tiie  courtiers'  wish :  yet  some  of  all  the    "ordinal,  proti-ctor  of  ournation,  Mr.  Getret 

•^  Cone,   secretary  for  the  Latin  tongue  to  tM 

pope,  the  i^euerals  of  the  Heveral  orders,  b«l 
especially  the  Jesuits  (they  being  in  great  nnnkr 


States  dissented;  but  the  most  part,  who 
were  against  this  act,  withdrew,  and  went 
out  of  the  house,  fciu-ing  a  public  judicial 
vote  might  render  their  compliances  under 
the  iLsurpation  unpardonable.  I  fmd  there 
was  one  plain  honest  luan,  George  Gordon, 
bailiff*  of  Burntisland,  whose  vote  in  all  the 
preparatory  steps,  and  this  act,  was,  "  he 


in  the  countr}'),  and  fathers,  George  Eldila- 
stone  in  Ktime,  William  Lesley  in  Douay,  Jcte 
llobe  younfi^er  in  London,  and  William  Hcn- 
derMMi  in  liurghton,  beside  Edinboigh.  Moit 
near,  or  proximi,  are  some  sixteen  or  eigbtfeOi 
more  or  less,  as  they  can  find  houscv  in  SeoC- 
lan<l  to  place  them  in.  They  hare  all  thrir 
several  places  of  residence  in  gentlemen  or  DoUt> 
men  s  houses,  according  to  Williaiii  Ueiidenoib 


i 


HAP.  II.] 

Their  ihh  act,  "  approving  the  ciigagciueiit 
>4S^*  and  rescinding  the  iu:tings  of  [lariia- 
ents  and  committees  which  ensued  there- 
x>n,  contains  many  pcr\'crsion2i  uf  inattrr-i 
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of  tat't,  ii!ul  rcflectiiiiis   upon   the    j^| 
uiarquid  of  iVrgylc,  und  the  iiii:u:i- 
icrs  who  were  opposite  to  the  engagement. 
Thosi'  last  art*  rcprot-ntcd  as  "  a  few  «c- 


perior  of  thf>.  misttion,  his  (lim*tiun  and  pleu- 
fe  :  for  he  hax  notin*  of  tlu'in  nil  befun*  they 
me  into  the  eirantry,  yciu  ofHll  their  di«p<Hitioiis 
id  qumlitiel^  by  their  Kuperion  or  niiif'eMKurM* 
tters ;  yet  there  ia  no  le»  buiidinf^,  bribing, 
iTies,  malice,  and  halr<*d,  for  obtiiiiiinj;  thi> 
loice  of  thcfle  htiUM*;!,  than  fur  catchini;  »t 
•urt  a  good  fat  bi:<ho|)ric  And  thin  short  n^ 
tion  alull  luffioe  for  the  notire  and  knowledi^e 
r  tbe  ruler«  and  i^uvemorN  of  this  papist! ciU 
dadon.  Coni'eminK  the  Ne<*ond  point,  that  in, 
le  perwHM  that  are  ni]p«l  and  governed  by  their 
■Utie  brains,  here  is  little  or  uothinn^'to  be 
lid;  although  thin  mass  of  puliny,  acconliii^  tit 
M  pricMti'  ivport,  ii  nothinjf  else  but  u  realniin 
ad  piom  piece  of  paioN,  for  the  well  of  the 
matnr,  and  the  salvation  of  poor  souls  kv^ 
ndcr  hervtiral  persei-ution  ana  boiid:igc.  l)ut 
pod  knowD  whtit  Spain  meann  in  giving  iien- 
Nios  to  thivM*  zi-aluuN  men.  liut  this  1  oniit  to 
Bother  piare.  The  number  and  quality  of  their 
oor  blindly  li-d  folkm  is  (or  should  at  least  be 
etter  kno\vu  to  the  ordinaries  of  diooemi-H)  if 
hey  be  not  ac:'«saoi'y,  and  pawtom  of  the  piirti- 
nlar  plares  of  the  kingdom,  than  by  ine,  who 
ived  not  twi>  yean  in  the  country  with  them. 
fet.  If  1  werf  htresiM'd,  I  could  set  them  h»  well 
i  order  asi  the  litanies  of  the  saints  are ;  for  I 
now  thi*m  both  perqnire.  Therefore,  ere  1 
OBclude  this  point,  1  will  only  notice,  that 
base  priests  and  Jesuits  take  care,  power,  luid 
mbority  over  the  papists  of  this  kingdom,  ns 
▼er  their  own  parishioners  in  iJther  countries, 
nd  hear  their  n>nfeaiion<t,  say  their  inuKseM, 
reach,  baptize,  marry,  give  extreme  unction  to 
hem,  as  if  they  were  their  own  subje«:tM  and 
urishioners;  whereof  they  send  their  rclatioii.s 
•  the  coiiirrei^ation  de  prttpuganda  Jide^  to  the 
lope  and  several  generals,  once  in  the  ye.ir  at 
■It.  and  oftener  if  they  plcasi',  making  men- 
ion  of  >J1  that  has  been  dime  by  them  or  their 
■llowers,  i;(Mid  or  aril,  of  the  government,  iMith 

G 'ritual  and  temporul,  of  this  kinf^dom :  for 
s  end,  one  of  themselves,  the  be»t  rhetori(;i:ui 
f  the  younger  m»rt,  is  rhown  secretary  then*io. 
3wy  are  called  liUrte  itHnun^  whereof  arc 
imwn  out  their  annnN,  and  o\'  these  comp«Mfd 
hair  history.  1  might  likewise  speak  of  their 
ivialon  or  distinction  they  civc  themsi'lves  t(» 
heir  penitentM  (ns  they  call  them),  dividint,' 
hem  into  churi-h-impiMtN  and  mass-papiNtM. 
the  first  are  tlie.se  who  hear  the  word  in  pnv 
ortaot  cliurrhes,  subHcribe  and  communicate,  or 
a  a  word,  they  arc  inward  ]>apists,  and  out- 
tard  protectants.  The  M'cond  are  these  who 
b  not  hear  the  wonl.  The  first  were  main- 
lined by  Slime  of  thi*  fiithiTK  who  ga^'e  the?«e 
lenofis  absolution  of  their  siiiM,  as  well  as 
<ha«:  the  second  were  governed  by  the  Ji^- 
■its,  who  in  end  have  pr(Miire<l  at  the  pop«>'!) 
■nds,  that  these  who  iKirtiripitK  of  the  pn»- 
■tant  wcraments,  xirill  In*  exoomuiunicateil 
ad  debnm'd  from  their  sat-rameiits ;  yet,  for 
Id  acquaintance,  they  will  K*^t  leave  t4i  b<>  pre- 
ort  at  their  masses  nml  preachiiius,  whereof  I 
now  sundry  other  their  lienefactors  or  power- 
bI  men.      \et,  afler  all  this,  in  artictilo  mortis^ 


or  np«m  rewilution  not  to  rnturn  to  thnt  »in 
again,  thev  will  tdttain  remission  or  ali«olution. 
Hut  idl  tiiiH  1  ]Kiss,  minding,  Ciod  willing,  to 
make  it  more  public  t«»  the  world  at  anothrr  oc^ 
casion  ;  concluding  and  ending  this  ^loint,  that 
this  papistry  in  Scotland  may  lie  joined  to  ibe^e 
old  proverbs,  luid  sjiy,  ex  ilia  mimtrf.,  Sol.  1.  «le 
Kiiropa,  /)»>«.<  Polouiewit  mnnachusf^  JitJiemvsy 
miifx  atalralht  Suerica  wonialh^  Jtaiicn  dinatii*, 
Hythenorum  reiir/io,  Ttntonum  jtfunimj  Calltmtm 
eonttantia,  caiti'ttu  Anglicana,  papixmata  Scoti' 
cana,  nihil  ralrre  amnin. 

The  third  thing  1  propounded  of  their  gov- 
eriiment  (*ontiuns  ihre«?  points,  Imo.  The  foun- 
tain of  this  government.  2do.  Their  proceed- 
ing in  it.  Silo.  The  sinews  of  their  govern- 
ment, that  is,  their  entertainment  and  iiiaiiite- 
nanr«*.  For  the  first,  it  is  to  be  remembered, 
that  jM>pe  (iregiirv  tlie  Xill.  fcaDed  father  of 
the  .Jesuits,  for  his  lilierality  to  them,)  Taul 
the  v.,  and  Gregory  the  X^'..  have  built  a 
kinglike  house  in  Home,  cjilled  CtmtrrcgtUio  tie 
propat/andajide.  The  members  of  this  congre- 
gation, is  the  p<ipe  as  siipn-Tiie  h«id  of  the  kirk, 
and  judi»e  of  all  contn>versies.  His  nephew 
cardinal  Francis  llarlierino  is  his  lieutenant, 
and  immediate  governor  of  the  whob;  chun-h ; 
divers  cardinals  and  ijenerals  of  all  the  «»rder8 
that  teach  or  preach,  the  great  master  of  the  iu- 
quuiition,  and  some  few  doctors,  all  :i8  judges  of 
e<iual  authorltv,  their  officers  to  hiive  care  and 
charge  of  the  missionaries  in  foreign  kingdouis 
and  countries,  where  their  religion  is  not  i>ro- 
fesM>d,  or  has  suffered  detriment,  thrmmb  all  the 
world :  so  that  there  can  be  no  time  assigni-d. 
day  or  night,  but  it  is  lawful  to  say,  now  a 
Jesuit  is  saving  mass ;  and  >»«t  a  mass  cannot  Is! 
said  after  twelve  o'clock,  without  a  dis|ieiis;i- 
tioii :  so  i;reut  are  the  limits  and  exli-nt  ot  lln-ir 
Isiuiids.  For  this  en-l,  they  have  many  c«il- 
leues  or  seminiiries  of  divers  iiatiiins  and  sundry 
countries,  as  in  llome,  of  Gcmians,  Iluuca- 
riaiis,  Kimlish,  S«'*»ts,  Irisli,  CJre.  k-,  IMaroniiis 
or  Armenians.  Nepbittes,  CoptiiK,  &c.  Of  our 
nation.  «)nt  of  the  country,  tlier*?  lie  live  cjtllem-s 
of  s**niinarie<.  Rome  in  Italy.  Paris  in  Franie, 
Douay  in  I'landers,  Mrulritl  in  Spain,  iinins- 
beru  in  IVus^ia.  In  their  colle:w'>.  yonili  an 
brought  up  in  their  ilisi-ipr:ne.  tin'onjiiu-iic^  J-H 
their  humiinily.  philosuphy.anl  diviniiy.  In-ir 
ccdleges  nee  filrnii^hiHl  wiih  s»bfi«rs  by  iIm*.!'"- 
suits  re>iding  in  their  s«\»  nil  <-ounlri»'s,  .s*mn'  by 
their  popish  iKin-nts,  Home  under  promi^eal  ot 
great  Wrnlnff,  some  siihiced  by  Jesuits  and 
priests  in  the  countries  and  abniiid,  MUiie  fwr 
iMiverty  ;  all  «d'  the  quitki'bt  and  best  wits  that 
the  .Jesuits  can  find  out  umongst  manv  that  are 
prtifiounded  to  them  for  that  uw.  The  .lesiiits 
have  tlu"  can-  and  girniin;;  nf  their  c^illrp's,  al- 
though rub-d  by  the  popes,  canlinals,  imd 
bisho|H,  or  other  benefactors.  Their  yn:!'... 
after  they  have  remaiinMl  ilii-n'  numths  in  .-lii\ 
<*ollei:e,  they  m..ke  ii  vow  to  l;ike  r.n  prirsthiKMi, 
aii:l  ivturii  for  th«*  conversion  of  ib-ir  country, 
after  they  be  found  tit,  wir.rh  is  .mUvuv.^ 
after  their  Ktudii>s.  The  Jesuits  Iv.vs'w;  •  V  .a«\«. 
of  tbesi»  wnrm5iry-'yov\i\\H,  vwl  w\\\  nW  V''*»v  wv^-^ 
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1^1    (fidoiu  ministen,"  when  it  is  no-    heartily  against  the  engagementy  as  it  lips 
tour  that  the   &r  greatest  num-   then  stated  by  the  party  who  set  up  for  it. 


ber  of  the  ministers  of  this  church  were 


and  ramt  judgmenti  for  their  own  order. 
Others  become  monlu  aiid  frian,  and  the  hhal- 
loweat  remain  secular  or  seminary  priests.  Yet, 
whatsoerer  order  they  be  of»  they  are  tied  to 
their  first  oath,  by  virtue  of  a  bull  of  this  pope's, 
in  fitvour  of  the  foresaid  congj^^tion.  So  let 
this  suffice  as  a  short  relation  of  their  source  and 
fountain. 

Sdly,  Their  form  of  orocpeding  i^  that  when 
they  are  found  fit,  arti*r  their  priesthood  re- 
ceired,  and  studies  ended,  to  be  sent  to  their 
mission.  First,  they  have  approbation  of  their 
sound  doctrine  and  godly  life,  from  the  Jesuits, 
under  whom  they  have  been  brought  up.  'iliere- 
after,  they  get  their  patent  letters  from  their 
congregation  or  their  general,  if  they  be  of  any 
order,  to  go  to  their  country,  furnished  with 
two  suits  of  apparel,  all  their  church  apparel, 
and  necessaries  thereto,  luid  two,  three,  four,  or 
five  hundred  crowns,  as  they  have  favour,  and 
are  thought  worthy  for  their  vocation.  Next,  to 
come  to  Douay,  where  Mr.  William  I^iesley 
superior  there,  gives  them  some  books  out  of  the 
mission's  bibliotheck  there,  and  marks  to  know 
and  be  known  of  their  fellows  and  country: 
whence  they  depart,  changing  their  name 
always,  and  sometimes  their  nations,  and  come  to 
Willum  Henderson  in  Burghton,  in  the  Canon- 
gate,  Paisley,  or  where  he  is ;  for  he  must  visit 
them  all  once  in  the  year,  in  their  several  resi- 
dences. By  him  they  are  visited,  if  they  have 
all  thincs  fit  for  their  calling ;  if  they  have  not, 
he  Aurnlshes  them ;  if  they  have,  he  gives  them 
a  letter  to  some  nobleman  or  gentleman,  where 
they  are  received,  and  kept  till  they  have  learned 
the  foshion  of  the  country.  Thereafter  they  go 
abroad  as  gentlemen  or  merchants,  thereafter 
any  other  dexterity  they  please  to  use,  or  func- 
tions for  their  own  ends :  and  so  I  was  cham- 
berlain and  bailie  in  Caithness,  for  my  lord 
Berrydale.  The  reason  of  this  i^  because, 
among  the  rest  of  the  privileges  they  receive  at 
their  defmrture  from  Rome,  and  kissing  the 
Pope's  feet,  with  his  blessing,  they  get  power  to 
dispense  with  themselves  and  others  in  all 
thincs,  yea,  in  artieulo  mortit  et  catu  necenntatiM, 
in  tnings  reserved  to  the  pope  himself,  and 
absolve  from  all  sins,  how  many  soever.  Of 
these  fathers,  as  they  call  them,  there  be  four 
already  governing  in  colleges,  some  agents  in 
great  cities  for  correspondence,  who:^'  names 
are  needless,  and  tedious  to  rehearse ;  some  who 
are  requisite  to  be  named  in  Scotland,  when  I 
was  in  it  with  them,  to  wit,  in  Berwick,  with 
Sir  Jameit  Douglas,  and  thereabout,  one  IVIr. 
Brown  a  Jesuit ;  in  Setton,  one  Mr.  Christison 
or  Campbf^ll,  who  uses  likewise  in  sundry  other 
places,  (excuse  me  if  I  know  not  their  names, 
for  we  came  from  several  parts  at  several  times) 
as  he  is  desired,  for  he  is  thought  of,  and  sent 
for  in  Edinburgh ;  William  Robertson,  some- 
times in  colonel  Bruce's,  lady  Margaret  Hamil- 
ton's, Riddoch's,  John  Guthrv  the  taylor's,  who 
for  some  years  bygone  brought  me  to  the  said 
V^'illiam  his  mass,  in  the  said  Margaret's  house, 
with  a  little  Frenchman,  where  there  were 
Mtme  twenty  penonut  unknown  truly  to  me. 
Jjbe  Jetnits  frequent  lady  Margaret  Hamiitoii'a, 


I  shall  not  here  enter  upon  any  detail  of  tlus 


Robert  Scot^s  in  the  Can<»nfatci,  Buf^^htoa, 
and  with  my  lord  Semple,  often.  For  othen  1 
know  none  in  Edinburgh,  but  by  report,  not 
having  much  frequented  the  town.  In  Psislej 
and  thereabout,  a  very  subtile  Jeaoit,  and  rrafiT 
companion,  and  yet  a  scholar,  one  Mr.  Smith 
witli  the  marquis  of  Douglas,  and  Mr.  David 
Tyrie  a  gray  friar  in  Nithsdale,  and  thereabout: 
and  Mr.  Lindsay  a  gray  friar  in  the  west :  one 
Mr.  Lesley  a  capuchin,  called  by  himself  the 
captain,  tied  out  of  the  north  for  having  a  child 
in  Angus.  One  Mr.  Ogilvie  a  gray  friar,  and 
kinsman  to  xny  lord  Ogilvie ;  in  Ardestie,  Pitsl- 
pie,  Drumkllbo,  and  tbercAbout,  one  ^Ir. 
Drummond ;  but  truly  all  Jesuits.  When  I 
came  to  the  countr\',  with  my  lady  Aboyn,  and 
thereabout,  were  Mr.  John  Lesley  now  dead, 
and  his  brother  Mr.  Andrew  Lesley,  both 
Jesuits.  In  Achigore,  Lessindrum,  Cameo^ 
Arran,  and  thereabout,  one  Mr.  William  Gibsos 
an  Augustin  friar.  In  Aberdeen,  one  Mr. 
Mortimer ;  in  the  earl  of  Errol's  and  the  laird 
of  Dalgetie's  houses,  was  one  Mr.  Willisn 
Lesley,  now  sunerior  in  Douay.  In  Buduo 
was  Mr.  John  aeton  and  Mr.  Tobie ;  now  the 
one  is  at  Madrid,  and  the  other  at  LondoB, 
agents  for  the  two  missions.  In  the  Bog  and 
Llgin,  and  thereabout,  Mr.  Southwel,  and 
Christie,  a  very  Umorous  but  subtile  feOow; 
the  first  is  in  Douay,  the  last  in  the  Bog.  li 
Caithness,  and  beyond  Ardestie  in  Angus,  my- 
self was  a  certain  time,  beside  one  Mr.  Cuishcti 
minim,  a  pensioner  of  ber  m^caty's,  one  rrady 
to  all  travels,  and  directions  of  her  nii^c»ty'i 
command,  and  two  others,  one  Mr.  Duncan  » 
parson,  aiitu  Mac|Aerson  in  Scotland,  bst 
unknown  to  me  where  they  reside. 

My  third  miint  was  concerning  their  entir- 
tainment,  which  is  threefold.  One  from  dw 
congregation  de  propapamda  fide  /  above  a  hvB- 
dred  crowns,  or  more,  as  they  have  his  holincN 
and  the  cardinals'  favour.  Another  is  thdr 
own  purchase,  their  confessions,  preai*hin|>>) 
nias»es,  pardons,  &c.  and  lately  from  the  kinf  of 
Spain,  of  whom  every  one  of  them  thai  iy  est 
ot  their  college,  has  eighteen  shillings  Scob  • 
day.  Robert  Irvine,  called  Coaaopie,  bringf  it 
in  William  Hay  hiird  of  Fetter-letter,  i*  the 
treasurer;  both  receive  their  pensions  therefore* 
What  others  receive,  the  superior  with  hit 
counsellors,  and  the  treasurer  only  know,  wherr- 
by  it  may  be  easily  seen  they  lack  nothing  in 
iemwmdumt. 

Now  my  counsel  tor  extirMtion  of  them,  ii 
only  in  two  ways.  Int.  To  hold  out  all 
appearances,  although  of  indifferent  thiof,'*  to 
come  UKar  to  them,  because  they  think  ye  will 
not  corae  at  once,  but  grudaiim  to  them,  nnd 
this  holdeth  them  fast.  Sdo.  Let  them  not  fail 
to  hear,  subMcribe,  and  communicate;  for  by 
thcM  means  ye  Hhall  make  the  priests  idle,  hav- 
ing an  order  to  deal,  that  none  be  sutFtferf  t« 
rirticipate  of  their  and  your  sacraments.  Tki> 
have  written  in  sincerity,  for  the  salvation  oC 
your  souls,  and  the  advancement  of  the  goijpclt 
and  not  of  any  malice  I  have  to  them,  as  uod 
shall  save  my  soul  at  the  great  dav. 

Tho.    ABKaMETRT. 
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■ffiur ;  any  body  ^fbo  writes  the  history  of 

that  period  will  find  matter  enough  firom  the 

▼ery  public  papers  and  records,  the  acts  of 

general  assemblies,  committees  of  estates, 

commissions  of  assemblies,  and  not  a  little 

in  the  defences  of  the  marcpiis  of  Argyle,  to 
the  matters  of  fiict  here,  and  in  other 
of  this  parliament  so  much  misrepre- 
tedy  in  a  just  and  quite  other  light.    The 

reaciasory  part  of  this  act  was  already  made 

upon  the  matter,  in  the  preceding  acts,  and 

the  ratification  of  what  they  now  make  void 

by  the  king  himself  in  fiill  parliament,  is  no 

fainderance  toour  levellersinthis  razing  work. 
I  shall  likewise  leave  their  10th  act,  **  against 
the  declaration  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland," 
January  16th,  1647,  to  the  remarks  of  such 
who  shall  give  the  history  of  the  former  pe- 
riod ;  and  I  am  persuaded  they  will  be  easily 
able  to  take  off  the  aspersions  cast  upon 
such,  whom  the  managers  are  pleased  to 
term  a  **  few  seditious  persons,  who  had 
then  screwed  themselves  into  the  govern- 
ment.'* 

When  by  the  preceding  steps  they  have 
paved  their  road,  diey  come  by  the  11th 
act  to  require  what  turned  about  to  be  mat- 
ter of  sore  sufiering  afterwards,  **  the  oath 
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of  allegiance,"  and  the  siU)scribing  **  an  in- 
strument assertory  of  the  royal  prerogative." 
Such  was  their  spite  at  die  covenant,  that 
though  more  than  once  they  had  already  de- 
dared  it  had  no  authority  as  a  law ;  yet  by 
this  act  they  must  cut  off  the  dead  man's 
bead,  and,  in  as  fiv  as  lay  in  their  power, 
enervate  the  obligation  of  the  matter  of  it. 
By  another  act,  in  a  following  session  of  this 
parliament,  the  matter  of  it  is  declared  unlaw- 
fiilf  and  they  order  it  to  be  renounced;  at 
length,  in  Queensberry*s  parliament,  twenty- 
ibiir  years  after  this,  it  is  declared  to  be  high 
treason  for  any  to  adhere  to  it.  This  1 1th 
act  bang  remarkable,  and  a  sort  of  abbrevi- 
ate of  all  they  had  done,  I  have  insert  it.  * 


*  Aet  for  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and 
aiMrting  the  royal  prerof^ive. 

Oar  ■overeign  I>ord,  bein;;  tnily  sensible  of 
the  many  sufferings  and  sad  confutuons  that  his 
dutiful  and  lojral  Hulijrcta  have  been  brought 
umlinr,  during  theHe  troubles,  and  de^irouN,  that 
kh  royal  government,  in  its  due  adminintraiion, 
nuiy  he  refreshing  and  comfortable  unto  them, 
and  conceiving  it  necessary  for  that  pntl,  and 


TheoothofaUegianc^orntherni-  ^^^ 
premacy  I  have  considered,  upon  the 
first  act,  and  only  now  add,  that  when  this 
present  act  was  a  ftaming,  some  ministers  in 
Edinburgh  offered  to  some  of  the  managers, 
an  amendment  only  of  one  word,  instead  of 
supreme  governor,  that  it  should  run  supreme 
civil  governor,  which  would  have  gone  fiir  to 
have  removed  the  scruples  of  many :  but  no 
alteration  would  be  heard ;  the  members  of 
parliament  had  taken  the  oath,  and  every 
body  who  would  not  follow  their  example, 
was  reckoned  disaffected. 

The  oath  was  now  imposed  upon  all  in 
civil  offices;  they  knew  what  they  had  in 
view  shortly  to  do  as  to  ministers :  but  lest 
they  should  presume  upon  an  exemption, 
a  general  clause  is  added,  requiring  this  oath 
from  **  all  upon  whom  the  privy  council,  or 
any  having  orders  fix)m  them,  should  impose 
it;"  and  so  it  reached  most  part  of  the  sub- 
jects in  a  little  time.  The  acknowledgment 
of  the  king's  prerogative,  required  as  a  test 
of  lo3ralty,  and  condition  of  enjoying  of  any 
public  trust,  is  so  remarkable,  as  it  deserves 
a  room  in  the  body  of  this  history,  and  fol- 
lows: 

"  Forasmuch  as  the  estates  of  parliament 
of  this  kingdom,  by  their  several  acts  of  the 
11th  and  21st  of  January  last,  have,  from 
the  sense  of  their  humble  duty,  and  in  recog- 
nisance of  his  majesty's  just  right,  declared, 
that  it  is  an  inherent  privil^e  of  the  crown, 
and  on  undoubted  part  of  the  royal  preroga- 
tive of  the  kings  of  this  kingdom,  to  have 
the  sole  choice  and  appointment  of  the  of- 
ficers of  estate,  privy  counsellors,  and  lords 
of  session;  that  the  power  of  calling,  hold- 
ing, and  dissolving  of  parliaments,  and  all 
conventions  and  meetings  of  the  estates, 
doth  solely  reside  in  the  king's  majesty,  his 
heirs  and  successors ;  and  that,  as  no  parlia- 
ment can  be  lawfully  kept,  without  the  spe- 
cial warrant  or  presence  of  the  king's  majes- 


for  the  honour  and  advancement  of  his  own 
service,  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  his  subjects, 
and  the  peace  and  quiet  or  this  kingdom,  that 
the  places  of  public  trust  ;which  lie  the  channels 
and  conduits  by  which  his  majosty'K  government 
is  convevetl  unto  his  people)  be  supplied  and 
exerced  by  perwms  of  known  intf^rity,  abilities 
and  loyalty,  doth  Iher^tuTe.  A^\A.T<r,  vVax  \x  \x 
and  will  be  h'w  ma^eftiya  xovaX  cmv,  \>a»x  ^Xvw** 
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1661  ^yyOT'^is'^^""™''*"^*'"^)^"^'''^"^''  or  deeds  that  do  or  may  relate  therai]iCD,vc 
*  statutes  tobepassed  in  any  pariiaiiient,  i  not  obligatory,  nor  do  infier  any  obligiaion 
can  be  binding  on  the  people,  or  have  die  an-  '  upon  this  kingdom,  or  the  mibjects  thereof, 
thority  and  force  of  laws,  vdthout  the  special  to  meddle  or  interpose  by  arms,  or  any  sedi- 
approbution  of  his  majesty,  or  his  commis-  tious  way,  in  any  thing,  concerning  the  reH- 
sioner,  intcrponed  thereto,  at  the  making  gion  and  government  of  the  churches  in 
thereof:  that  the  power  of  arms,  making  of  England  and  Ireland,  or  in  what  may  con- 
peace  and  war,  and  making  of  treaties  with  cem  his  majesty's  government  there :  and 
foreign  princes  and  states,  or  at  home  by  sub-  that  none  of  his  majesty's  subjects  shouM 
jects  among  themselves,  doth  properly  reside  presume  upon  any  pretext  of  any  authority 
in  the  king's  majesty,  his  heirs  and  succes-  whatsomever,  to  require  the  renewing  or 
sors,  and  is  their  undoubted  right,  and  theirs  swearing  of  the  said  league  and  covenant,  or 
alone ;  and  that  it  is  high  treason  m  the  sub-  I  of  any  other  covenants,  or  puMic  oaths  con- 
jects  of  this  kingdom,  or  any  number  of  j  cemiiig  the  government  of  the  church  or  Jdng- 
thcm,  upon  whatsomever  ground,  to  rise  or  ;  dom ;  and  that  none  offer  to  renew  or  swesr  ' 
continue  in  arms,  to  maintain  any  forts,  gar-  '  the  same,  without  his  majesty's  special  war-  ! 
risons,  or  strengths,  to  make  peace  or  war,  ■  rant  and  approbation,  &c. 
or  to  make  any  treaties  or  leagues  with  I  **  I  do,  conform  to  the  acts  of  parliament  * 
foreigners,  or  among  themselves,  without  his  aforesaid,  declare,  that  I  do  with  all  humble  ^ 
majesty's  authority  first  intcrponed  thereto :  <luty,  acknowledge  his  majesty's  royal  pmo-  ? 
that  it  is  unlawfiil  for  subjects  of  whatsom-  gative,  right  and  power,  in  all  the  particolsrs,  ^ 
ever  quality  or  function,  to  convocatc,  con-  and  in  the  manner  aforesaid ;  and  that  I  do  * 
vcne,  or  assemble  themselves,  to  treat,  con-  |  heartily  give  my  consent  therc*to,  by  those  ' 
suit,  or  determine  in  any  matters  of  state,  I  presents,  subscribed  by  me  at 


t.'ivil  or  ecclesiastic,  (except  in  the  ordinary 
judgments)  or  to  make  leagues  or  bonds 
upon  whatsoever  colour  or  [)retence,  without 
hLs  majesty's  special  consent  and  approlnition 
had  thereto :  that  the  league  and  covenant. 


whom  (according  to  the  undoubted  right  of  the  stroyed  all  rflif^iooa  and  civil,  all  puUic  and 
crown)  he  hath,  or  shall  thiulc  tit  tu  ciill  to  his  private  iatercvts,  these  twemy  yearv  bygone^ 
ooancil<i,  or  any  public  emplovments,  shall  be  >^<1  upwards,  have  arisen  and  sprung  iron 
MO  qualified ;  and  that  for  the  tull  satisfaction  of  them  mvasionii  that  have  t>een  made  upon,  and 
nil  his  good  subjects,  and  for  removing  any  contempts  done  to  the  royal  authority  and  pn^ 
Bcruplcsor  jealousies  can  arise  upon  this  account,  rogative  of  the  crown,  his  nugesty  conceim 
they  shall,  before  their  admittance  to,  or  exercise  himself  obligml,  both  for  his  owu  royal  interNi, 
of  auy  such  trust,  vive  such  public  testimony  <uid  for  the  public  interest  and  peace  of  hit  pn- 
of  their  dutv  and  loyalty,  as  may  evidence  to  .  pl^»  to  be  careful  to  pre>*ent  the  like  for  tbr 
the  world,  they  are  such  as  the  kingdom,  and  luture.  And  therefore  his  majesty,  withadvicp 
all  honest  men  and  good  subjects  may  justly  foresaid,  ttatatea  and  ordains,  tluit  all  pcmni 
confide  in.  And  therefore  the  king's  majesty,  who  are,  or  shall  be  called  to  any  public  trask 
with  advice  and  conwnt  of  his  estates  of  par-  &s  said  Is,  shall,  beside  the  taking  or  the  oath  ti 
liament,  doth  statute  and  ordain,  that  all  and  allegiance,  be  obliged,  before  the}'  enter  to  tbtir 
whatsoever  p<>rson  or  persons,  who  are  or  shall  offices  and  trusts,  to  assert  under  their  hand- 
be  nominate  by  his  majestv,  to  be  his  officers  of  writing,  his  majesty's  royal  prerogative^  as  n 
state,  of  his  privy  council,  session,  or  ezche-  !  expressed  in  the  acts  passed  in  tnis  present  paiii»> 
quer,  justice  general,  admiral,  sberiifs,  com-  :  ment,  and  in  the  manner  hereunto  subjoiMd: 
mi!«ar,  and  tliuir  deputes,  ajid  clerks,  and  all  certifying  all  such  as,  being  required,  shall 
in:if;istrates  and  council  of  royal  burghs,  at  their  refuse  or  delay  to  take  the  oath  of  ollegiancf, 
uUmission  to  their  several  offices,  and  before  they  shall  not  only  thereby  render  themaelTn 
ihey  offer  to  exerce  the  same,  shall  take  and  incapable  oi  any  public  trust,  but  be  looM 


take  and  swear  the  same.  ,  forth  be  incapable  of  any  public  trust  vrMda 

And  sitH'e  tdl  the  troubles  and  mUeriea  than    this  kbigdom. 
liMve  oren^ead  this  kingdom,  and  almost  de-  \ 


This  instnunent,  assertoiy  of  the  king'i  ' 

prerogative,  which  all  persotis,  as  above,  were  ^ 

to  subscribe,  comprehends  all  they  had  d^  ^ 

dared  in  their  foregoing  acts ;  and  by  it,  the  ' 

signers  consented  to  the  king^s  absolute  ^ 


and  all  treaties  following  thereupon,  and  acts  '  power,  owned  the  unlawfulness  of  resisting    * 
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CifAP.  II.J 

the  Tilcrt  tyma^  and  mitandly  renounGed  j  the  year  163a    At  fint  th^  talked  |^| 
^»t  work  of  refonnation  in  Sootland,  b^giin  t  only  of  rescinding  thepariiainent  1649, 
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tt  our  aecenion  from  popeiy»  and  revived  <  becaiiae  the  engagement  had  then  been  di»- 


lad  carried  on  in  the  year  1638,  approven 
ince  and  agua  by  the  king  and  parliament; 
and»  which  is  more,  signally  owned  of  God. 
Ihia  dedaratkm  with  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
became  the  trying  badges  of  lojnlty;  and 
whenever  a^y  suspected  person  was  sisted 
before  the  council,  or  other  courts,  or  magis- 
trates, those  two  were  ofiered  him:  if  he 
swallowed  them,  he  was  dismissed ;  if  he  re- 
fiised,  this  was  turned  to  a  libel,  and  no 
mercy  for  him.    In  considering  the  former 
acts,   remarks  have  been  made  upon  most 
part  of  the  clauses  of  this  declaration,  and  I 
shall   not  repeat  them.    In  short,  by  the 
genexal  imposing  of  it,  the  courtiers  endea^ 
▼oured  to  make  the  prince  absolute,  cramp 
reQglioa,  and  alter  both  the  frame  and  prin- 
ciples of  the  civil  and  ecclesiastic  government 
here.     This  declaration  must  be  subscribed, 
which,  as  to  truth  and  persuasion,  is  much 
the  same  with  its  being  sworn,  under  the 
penalty  of  being  rqmted  disloyal  and  diRaf- 
fected ;  and  the  refusal  of  it  made  a  person 
InrapaMe  of  all  public  trust.   And  yet  not  a 
few  assertions  are  in  it,  fieu'  above  die  capa- 
dties  of  many  upon  whom  it  was  imposed ; 
ao  that  they  could  not  make  this  declaration 
with  knowledge  and  in  truth:  thus  it  be- 
came a  plain  stumbUngUock,  an  occasion  of 
— ""'"g,  and  a  snare  to  the  consciences  of 
■■Dy;  and  the  snfierings  to  be  narrated, 
irindh  followed  upon  the  refusal  of  this  do- 
daration,  and  the  former  oath,  are  purely 
opon  conscience  and  principle,  and  can  never 
be  alleged  to  be  for  rdiellion ;  unless  every 
tinng  that  runs  cross  to  the  methods  of  a 
cornipt  and  impoang  time,  must  be  so  named 
I  hope  the  reader  will  remark  it,  that  till  the 
iiang  at  Pentland,  which  was  the  native  con- 
sequent of  this  and  other  impositions,  little 
other  reason  was  pretended  or  given  for  the 
CTodties  exercised  upon  multitudes,  save 
their  revising  this  involved,  amlnguous,  com- 
plex, and  unreasonable  oath  and  subscrip- 

OOD. 

The  three  following  acts  are  purely  dvil, 
nd  about  the  granting  of  money  to  the  king. 
fiat  in  the  15th  act,  they  come  at  one  dash, 
to  rid  themselves  of  all  the  parliaments  since 


iqyproven :  but  quickly  their  design  took  air, 
to  raze  all ;  and  after  by  their  former  acts, 
the  king  had  got  in  his  hands  all  that  was 
lately  called  the  liberties  of  the  kingdom,  and 
privileges  of  parliament,  it  is  now  boldly 
enough  resolved  upon,  to  rescind  all  done  in 
parliament  nnce  the  year  1633^  and  to  re* 
move  the  civil  sanction  given  to  the  general 
assembly  at  Glasgow,  and  those  which  fol- 
lowed ;  and  to  abolish  all  laws  made  in  fo- 
vour  of  our  church  government  and  cove- 
nants.— When  this  motion  was  first  made. 
It  appeared  so  choking,  that  it  was  laid  aside, 
or  rather  delayed  for  some  months;  but  when 
all  the  former  acts  had  gone  glibly  through, 
the  managers,  hoping  nothing  would  be  stuck 
at,  come  briskly  to  overturn  all  that  had  been 
a  building  since  the  year  1638,  and  they  cass 
and  rescind  all  that  was  done  in  former  times 
by  king  and  parliament,  with  the  greatest 
solemnity  and  unanimity ;  and  at  one  stroke, 
to  take  away  the  greatest  human  securities 
which  could  be  given  to  a  church  or  nation. 

From  their  former  success,  the  compilers 
of  those  acts  grow  in  boldness.  In  the  nar- 
rative of  the  (present)  act,  they  call  all  done 
these  twenty-three  years,  "  troubles  upon 
the  specious,  but  common  pretext  of  Refor- 
HATiON,  the  common  doak  of  all  rebellions,*' 
and  declare  his  majesty  holds  the  crown 
"  immediately  from  God  Almighty  alone  ;'*  a 
proposition  which  will  not  hold  of  any  mon- 
arch ever  upon  the  earth,  unless  it  be  Moses, 
king  in  Jcshurun,  and  a  few  more  under  the 
Old  Testament.  (And)  though  in  this  act 
they  grant,  the  acts  now  rescinding  were 
agreed  to  by  king  and  parliament,  yet,  in 
order  to  bury  the  covenants  under  reproach, 
they  add,  that  the  covenanters  did  most  un- 
worthily engage  **to  subvert  his  majesty's 
government,  and  the  public  peace  of  the 
kingdom  of  England ;"  which  is  notoriously 
contrary  to  the  very  letter  of  the  covenants. 
Many  other  things  are  asserted  here  as  mat- 
ters of  fact,  which  might  easily  be  disproved ; 
but  this  would  lead  me  too  far  into  the  his- 
tory of  former  times. 

Upon  those  per\'crsions  of  matter  of  fact, 
and  wrong  Tcasomnga,  \Vie^  xc^^viv^  ^  V^^ 
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1661  P^^>'''i''^i^^  ^^  ^^  (y^^r)  1640  to 
1646,  indiuive.  A  friend  may  go 
with  a  foe^  and  therefore  in  this  good  com- 
pany, they  rescind  the  act  1648,  approving 
the  engagement,  which  by  their  own  9th  act 
they  had  just  now  ratified ;  at  least  that  1»- 
vourite  act  is  not  excepted,  and  therefore^  it 
would  seem,  is  included  in  the  strong  and 
general  rescissory  terms.  To  smooth  a  little 
so  harsh  a  treatment  of  our  constitution,  at- 
tained with  so  great  pains,  and  so  much 
valued  lately,  an  indemnity  is  promised ;  and 
yet  much  more  was  to  be  done,  before  that 
&vour  was  granted  to  Scotland,  and  it  was 
a  long  time  before  it  was  published.  It  had 
not  been  unusual  to  rescind  particular  acts  of 
former  parliaments ;  but  I  find  few  instances 
before  this,  of  voiding  and  cassing  parliaments 
by  the  lump  and  wholesale :  none  must  now 
be  spared,  (not  even)  the  parliament  1641, 
wherein  king  Charles  I.  was  personally  pre- 
sent, nor  that  1641,  where  their  beloved  en- 
gagement was  approven;  neither  does  that 
at  Perth,  1651,  where  his  majesty  himself 
was  present,  escape  by  this  procedure. 

When  thus  the  guards,  outworks  and  bul- 
warks of  the  church  are  demolished,  they 
come  next  to  blow  up  her  government  itself 
by  their  16th  act,  "  concerning  religion  and 
church  government.*'  This  being  one  chief 
foundation  of  twenty-seven  years*  melancholy 
work  in  Scotland,  I  have  added  it.  *  In  it 
as  in  the  whole  of  the  present  procedure,  the 
reader  cannot  but  observe  their  singular  in- 
gratitude, and  ungenerous  treatment  of  min- 


*  Act  oonccminji^  religion  and  church  gov- 
ernment. 

Our  sovereign  lord,  being  truly  BenHible  of 
the  mercies  of  Almij^hty  God  towards  bim  in 
his  preservation,  in  the  times  of  greatest  trouble 
nnd  danger,  and  in  his  miraculous  restitution  to 
his  just  right  and  govrrnment  of  his  kingdoms, 
and  being  desirous  to  improve  these  mercies,  to 
the  glor^  of  God.  and  honour  of  his  great  name, 
doth,  with  advice  and  consent  of  his  estates  of 
parliament,  declare,  that  it  is  his  full  and  firm 
resolution  to  maintain  the  true  reformed  pro- 
testont  religion,  in  Its  purity  of  doctrine  and 
worship,  as  it  was  established  within  this  king- 
dom, tluring  the  reigns  of  his  royal  father  and 
grandfather  of  bleiwed  memory:  and  that  his 
majesty  will  be  careful  to  promote  the  power  of 
godliness,  to  encourage  the  exercises  of  religion, 
both  public  and  private,  and  to  suppress  all 
profauett^HH  and  disorderly  walking;  and  fori 
ibmi  end,  will  give  ali  due  C4>unt«nance  uid' 


THE  SUFFERINGS  [B0«  L 

isters,  and  other  pmbytcriau,  to  whom  the 
king  owed  his  restontion  so  mocfa,  and  who 
had  ao  firmly  stood  by  hia  interests  oaikr 
the  usurpation.  What  the  wmyrlCT  in  this, 
and  other  acts,  bo  much  talked  of  in  the 
king's  restoration,  were,  I  am  yet  to  learn.  A 
gracious  promise  iidlows,  "  to  mnintam  die 
doctrine  and  worship  established  in  the  ku^i 
father  and  grandfather's  time;"  which  is  a 
glorious  commentary  upon  the  king's  letter 
to  the  presbytery  of  Edinburgh.  By  this  a 
door  is  opened  to  bring  in  books  and  biabopi^ 
at  least  the  articles  of  Perth.  How  well  the 
exercises  of  religion,  public  and  private,  were 
encouraged,  will  appear  by  the  subsequent 
acts  of  parliament  and  council,  and  their 
rigorous  execution. 

The  government  of  the  church  is  proaiised 
to  be  **  secured,  as  the  king  finds  most  con- 
sistent with  scripture,  monarchy,  and  peace  f 
and  in  the  mean  time,  synods,  presbyteria 
and  sessions  are  allowed  for  a  few  weeb; 
and  yet,  as  we  shall  find,  synods  are  violently 
abridged  in  their  liberty,  and  intemiptei 
Thus  in  as  dark  and  insensible  a  manner  ai 
might  be^  presbytery  is  abolished,  prelacy 
brought  in,  and  the  government  of  the  chorck 
is  lef^  ambulatory,  and  to  be  settled,  as  the 
king  sees  good,  without  an  act  of  parliament; 
and  dying  presbyterian  government  wm 
scarce  permitted  to  live  out  this  year. 

I  have  it  fit)m  one  who  lived  at  this  tinx^ 
and  was  no  stranger  to  court  measures,  thik 
before  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  commif" 
sioner  advised  the  matter  with  a  few  of  iiii 


protection  to  the  ministers  of  the  cospd,  they 
containing  themselvei  within  Uie  Dounds  aao 
limits  of  their  ministerial  calling,  and  behaiinf 
themselves  with  that  submission  and  obeticnca 
to  his  migesty's  authority  and  commands,  thrt 
is  suitable  to  the  allegiance  and  duty  of  gool 
subjects.  And  as  to  the  government  of  tbt 
church,  his  majestv  will  nudce  it  his  can,  1i 
settle  and  secure  the  same,  in  such  a  frame  m 
shall  be  most  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God, 
most  suitable  to  monarchical  government,  and 
most  complying  with  the  public  peace  and  qidct 
of  the  kinffdom.  And  in  the  mean  time,  hli 
migesty,  with  advice  and  consent  foresaid,  doth 
all(»w  the  present  administration  by  iesshnH 

Kresbyteries  and  synods,  (they  kee|nng  within 
ounds,  and  behaving  themselves  at  oaM  b) 
and  that  notwithstandmg  of  the  preceding  mei, 
rescimory  of  all  pretended  parliaments,  siuoe  ths 
year  one  thnunand  six  hundred  and  thirty-ci^it 
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le  Inenib,  the  regutet.  Sir  Jdin  Fletcher, 

George  Mackenzie  of  Tarbet,  and  Ur- 

lart  of  Cromarty,  a  coiuin  of  Sir  George'a, 
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>    had  latdy  counterfeit  the  protester,   their  sufferings,  in  a  little  time. 


1661. 


dently  framed  to  be  a  snare  unto 
ministers;  and  their  revising  obe- 
dience to  it,  was  one  of  the  first  grounds  of 


some  time  after  this  ended  miserably ; 
!ther  he  should  pass  this  act,  which  he 
ir  to  be  the  king's  dariing  design,  or  delay 
irhile,  and  go  to  London  first  to  acquaint 
kmg,  how  much  he  had  done  for  his  ser- 
^  and  receive  the  beginnings  of  his  re- 
dL  Sir  Ardiibald  Primrose  advised  him 
■ing  in  bishq)s  surely,  but  slowly;  for  if 
were  soon  through  his  work,  he  might 
le  the  sooner  to  lose  his  power.  Thecom- 
■ioner  answered,  **  The  parliament  was 
r  at  his  beck,  and  he  loved  to  serve  his 
Iter  genteeUy,  and  do  his  business  at  one 
dee."  This  resolution  was  applauded,  as 
lie  and  generous,  by  the  rest  of  his  confi- 
its :  so  the  matter  was  agreed  on  in  pri- 
c^  and  carried  stitch-throu^  in  public,  as 
itands  in  the  act.  However,  afterwards, 
I  first  appeared  to  be  the  best  advice;  for 
a  little  time  Middleton  and  his  confidants 
re  out  of  all  office  in  Scotland,  the  plant- 
;  of  bishops  here,  being  like  the  building 
licfaoof  old. 

Since  by  the  former  act  prelates  are  map 
ially  brought  in,  and  Inshops  could  never 
md  alone  in  Scotland;  the  parliament's 
xt  work  is  to  support  them,  when  the  king 
■n  please  to  name  them,  with  holidays  and 
CroDS.  Accordingly  their  17th  act  is  for 
cping  the  29th  day  of  May,  as  a  religious 
mversary;*  it  is  annexed.    It  was  evi- 


•  Act  for  a  solemn  anniversary  thanksgiying 
r  his  midesty^s  restoration  to  the  royal  govem- 
■it  of  ms  kingdoms. 

Tho  cstetes  of  parliament  of  the  kingdom 
Seothuid,  taking  to  their  consideration  tlie 
A  condition,  slayery,  and  bondage,  this  ancient 
■fdom  hath  groaned  under,  daring  these 
rcnty-three  years'  troubles;  in  which,  under 
m  mecious  pretenoes  of  reformation,  a  public 
billion  hath  been,  by  the  treachery  of  some, 
lA  mSspenuasion  of  others,  yiolently  carried 
I  against  sarred  authority,  to  tlie  ruin  and 
ttmotion,  so  far  as  was  possible,  of  religion, 

•  king's  m^esty,  and  his  royal  government, 
•.laws,  liberties,  and  property  ot  the  people, 
id  all  die  public  and  private  interests  of  the 
afdom;  ao  that  religion  itself,  which  holds 

•  right  of  kings  to  be  sacred,  hath  been  pros- 
Ma  finr  the  warrant  of  all  these  treasonable 
ivariona  made  upon  the  royal  authority,  and 
doyal  limitations  put  apon  the  allegiance  of 
10  aoUects ;  and  hath  it  not  also  been  pretended 
ito^  tor   the  warrant  of  nil  those  rile  and 


Upon  reading  the  narrative  (of  thb  act), 
one  will  be  ready  to  think  the  parliament 
have  foi^t  their  design,  and  are  framing  the 
causes  of  a  fast,  instead  of  an  act  for  a  thanks- 
giving ;  and  it  was  much  that  any,  who  re- 
tained any  respect  for  the  former  work  of  ^ 
reformation,  had  fi^edom  to  keep  the  day 
upon  such  an  introduction.  The  statutory 
part  will  be  yet  more  surprising :  they  ordain 
**  the  29th  day  of  May  to  be  for  ever  set  apart 
as  an  holy  day  unto  the  Lord,  and  to  be  em- 
ployed in  prayer,  preaching,  thanksgiving,  and 
praises  to  €kKL  All  servile  work  is  dis- 
charged, and  the  remaining  part  of  the  day 
is  to  be  spent  in  lawful  divertisemcnts  suit- 
able to  so  solemn  an  occasion."  What  a  pity 
was  it  that  a  book  of  sports  was  not  firaincd 
for  Scotland  upon  this  occasion,  as  was  in 
England  in  the  king's  fiither  and  grand- 
fiither's  time,  a  period  set  up  now  so  much 
for  a  rule  ?  It  was  certainly  unreasonable 
to  set  this,  or  any  other  day  apart  '^for  ever 
as  a  holy  day  to  the  Lord,"  according  to 
their  own  principles ;  and  even  the  fiivourers 
of  holidays  must  own  it  One  may  suppose 
it  possible,  that  upon  a  29th  day  of  May,  a 
prince,  fully  as  good  and  pious  as  king 
Charles  L  might  come  to  be  beheaded  by 
another  Cromwell,  and  a  sectarian  faction ; 
and  then  ask  those  gentlemen,  whether  it 
could  be  for  ever  kept  as  a  holy  day  of  praise 


bloody  murders,  which,  in  high  contempt  of  Al- 
mighty God,  and  of  his  mi^esty's  authority  and 
laws,  were,  under  colour  of  justice,  committed 
upon  his  muesty's  good  subjects,  merely  for  the 
discharge  of  their  duty  to  God,  and  loyalty  to 
the  king?  Hath  not  that  royal  government, 
under  whose  protection  this  nauon  bath,  to  the 
envy  of  the  world,  been  so  famous  for  many 
ages,  been  of  late  trodden  under  foot,  and  new 

Eovemmenta  and  governors  established,  and 
ept  up  without  his  mi^esty's  authority,  and 
againnt  his  ezpreiis  commands  ?  Hath  not  law, 
which  is  the  birthright  and  inheritance  of  tlie 
subject,  and  the  security  of  their  lives  and  for- 
tunes, been  laid  in  the  dust,  and  new  and 
uniust  edicts  and  orders  past  and  published,  for 
subjecting  both  life  and  fortune,  and  what  else 
was  dear  unto  any  of  his  mi^esty's  good  sub- 
jects, to  the  cruel  and  ambitious  lusts  of  some 
usurping  rulers?  Hath  not  religion  and  loy- 
alty been  the  only  objects  of  their  rapine  and 
cruelty?  And  hath  not  th«\T  im.'w  vcv^ 
arbitrary  szacftloni  and  ^iQidntt   u>^ti  ^« 
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.gg.  and  thanksgiving  to  the  Lord  ?  and 
as  the  institution  of  this,  or  any 
other  day,  to  be  a  **  holy  day  for  ever^*  is 
what  is  really  beyond  the  power  of  crea- 
tures, who  know  not  what  may  fall  out,  so 
the  following  clause  is  a  banter  upon  what  is 
sacred  with  themselves.  First,  tlie  day  is 
set  apart  "  for  ever  to  be  kept  Ao/y  to  the 
Lord^*  and  then  "  divcrtitentenis"  are  ap- 
pointed for  the  spending  the  day,  after  public 
worship  is  over :  and  if  their  own  practices, 
who  were  managers,  may  be  allowed  to  be  a 
just  conunentary  upon  their  "  lawful  diver- 
tisements,"  we  shall  soon  see  what  they 
were,  horrid  impieties,  revelling,  drinking, 
and  excess  of  riot ;  and  I  doubt  not  but  this 
prostituting  of  what  they  professed  to  believe 
as  sacred,  and  holy  time,  was  an  inlet  to  that 
fearful  wickedness,debauching  of  consciences, 
and  corruption  in  morals,  which  became  so 
common  at  this  time. 

The  reader  must  guess,  whether  there 
were  any  fears  in  the  house,  that  by  those 
preceding  acts,  a  door  might  be  opened  to 

people,  exceeded  in  one  month  whatever  had 
been  formerly  in  many  years  paid  to  any  of  the 
kings*  of  this  kingdom?  And  when  the  beat  of 
men,  and  the  most  excellent  of  the  klngR  of  the 
earth,  had,  in  an  unusual  way  of  confidence, 
rendered  his  person  to  the  trust  and  loyalty  of 
his  native  subjects,  was  not  the  securitv  of  reli- 
gion pretended  unto  by  some,  who  then  gov- 
erned  in  church  luid  state,  for  the  ground  of  that 
base  fand  never  enough  to  be  abhorred)  tnmsac- 
tion,  in  leaving  such  a  prince,  their  native  and 
dread  sovereign,  to  the  will  of  these  who  were 
in  open  rebttllion,  and  for  the  time  had  their 
swords  in  their  hands  against  him?  And  that 
when  by  these  imd  many  nuch  like  undutiful 
carriages,  the  king's  majesty  was  removed  from 
his  kingdoms,  tbe  foundations  of  this  ancient 
and  well  constitute  government  was  overtume<i, 
tbe  liberties  and  property  of  the  people  inverted, 
and  this  kingdom  exptMM*d  to  be  captives  and 
slaves  to  strangers,  and  nothing  left  unto  them 
but  tbe  sad  m^litation  of  their  mcreaKing  miser- 
ies, and  the  bitter  remembrance  of  their  bvpavt 
disloyalties:  yet  even  then  it  pleased  Almighty 
God  to  compassionate  their  low  condition,  andf 
by  the  power  of  his  own  right  hand,  most 
miraculously  to  restore  the  king's  most  sacred 
majesty,  to  'the  royal  government  of  his  king- 
doms; and  thereby  to  redeem  this  kingdom 
from  its  former  slavery  and  bondage,  and  to 
restore  it  to  its  ancient  and  just  privilcc:es  and 
freedom.  And  the  king's  majesty  acknowledi;- 
ing,  with  all  huraililv  and  thankfulueKs,  the 
goodness,  wisdom,  unu  power  <if  God,  in  this 
signal  art  of  his  mercy  to  him  and  his  people, 
doth,  with  advice  and  consent  of  his  estates  of 
parliament,  statute  and  ordain,  that  in  all  time 
etmuug  fhere  be  a  solemn  yearly  commemorv 
tkm  of  tbe  same :  and  for  that  end,  the  twenty- 
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profanenesfl.    But  as  if  there  had  ben  i 


connexion  betwixt  keeping  the  29th  of  Maj, 
and  prostituting  the*  sabbath  of  the  Lon^ 
their  18th  act  is  "  for  the  due  observatkn  of 
the  sabbath,"  and  the  19th  **  against  swear- 
ing, and  excessive  drinking  ;*'  both  of  than 
very  good  acts,  and  not  unnecessary  after 
the  17th,  and  those  which  went  before:  but 
the  practice  of  many  of  the  lawgivers,  in 
cursing,  swearing,  and  sabbath-hreaking^  wai 
a  lamentable  directory  to  the  lieges^  how  to 
keep  thdr  laws,  and  the  grossest  and  moM 
shameless  contempt  that  ever  lawmakers  pot 
on  their  own  infismt  laws. 

Further,  to  secure  their  designed  model  of 
church  government  now  coming  in,  they  r^ 
introduced  the  unreasonable  and  anticb» 
tian  burden  of  patrons  and  prcsentatioiii^'' 
upon  this  church.  That  heavy  grievaoee 
had  been  happily  removed  by  an  act  of  pv> 
liament,  March  9th,  1649.  This  reasonable 
statute  not  being  in  every  body's  handle  I 
have  added  it  (as  luder).  •  It  did  not 
satisfy  our  managers  to  have  this  act  r^ 

ninth  day  of  May,  (which  day  God  Almkhtr 
hath  specially  honoured,  and  rendered  auspidMi 
to  this  kingdom,  both  by  his  majesty's  royal  birtb^ 
and  by  his  blessed  restoration  to  his  gorcm- 
ment)  be  for  ever  set  i^art  as  an  holy  day  unto 
the  I^>r(l,  and  that  in  all  the  churches  of  the 
kingdom  it  be  employed  in  public  prsTm 
preaching,  thankiigiving,  and  praises  to  G«i 
for  so  transcendent  mercies :  and  that  all  tradt» 
merchandise,  work,  handy-labour,  and  otlitr 
ordinary  employments  be  forborne,  and  llv 
remaining  part  of  the  dav  spiMit  in  such  lawful 
divert iiiemcnts  as  are  suitable  to  so  solemn  n 
occasion.  And  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  aB 
minbtters  of  the  gospel,  and  to  all  sheriffs,  jitf* 
ticea  of  peace,  ana  other  public  ministers  in  ibe 
several  counties,  and  to  all  magistrates  within 
burghs,  to  be  careful,  that  for  this  present  y«ir. 
and  in  aU  time  coming,  the  twenty-nlnth  dajU 
May  be  ar^rordingly  kept  and  observed  witUB 
their  several  jurisdictions.  And  for  the  need- 
ier and  more  full  intimation  hereof  to  all  Ui 
migesty's  subjects,  it  is  appointed  these  pn&aM 
be  printed,  and  published  at  all  the  markft* 

crosses  of  the  roysl  burghs. 

• 

*  Act  abolishing  Patronages,  March  9th,  164a 
The  estates  of  parliament,  being  sensible  of 
the  great  obligation  that  lies  upon  them  by  Af 
national  covenant,  and  by  the  solemn  league  ssd 
covenant,  and  by  many  d*>livennces  and  mcrrhi 
from  (vod,  and  by  tbe  late  solemn  engagemeM 
unto  duties,  to  preserve  the  doctrine,  and  msfs- 
tain  and  vindicate  tbe  libertiet  of  the  kirk  of 
Scotland,  and  to  advance  the  work  of  reform*' 
tion  therein,  to  the  utmost  of  their  power ;  isi 
eonsidering,  that  patronages  and  presentatiMi 
of  kirks  is  an  evil  and  bf>udage,  under  whldi 
\  \\ko  IjW^'a  \m!Q^U,  and  ministers  of  this  lani 
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sdnded  in  the  general,  with  many  other   take  it  away,  and  directly  establish 
excellent  statutes  made  in  that  period;  and  ^  patrons,  and  presentation  of  minis- 


thcrefore,  by  their  36th  act,*  they  particularly 


hsTK  long  groaned,  and  that  it  hath  no  warnuit 
in  God*s  word,  but  is  founded  only  on  the  com- 
iBoo  law,  and  is  a  ciutom  popish,  and  brought 
into  the  Urk  in  time  of  ignorance  and  supersti- 
tion, and  that  the  same  is  contrary  to  tlie  second 
book  of  dlacipline,  in  which,  upon  solid  and  good 
ground,  it  is  reckoned  among  abuses  that  are  de- 
■Ind  to  he  reformed,  and  unto  several  acts  of 
OBcrml  aaaemblj,  and  that  it  is  prejudicial  to 
wtB  liberty  of  the  people,  and  planting  of  kirks, 
and  unto  the  free  calling  and  entry  of  ministers 
onto  their  charge :  and  the  said  estates  being 
willing  and  desirous  to  promove  and  advance 
tbe  reronnatlon  f«»residd,  that  every  thing  in  the 
kouae  of  God  may  be  ordered  according  to  his 
word  and  commandment;  do  therefore,  from 
the  sense  of  the  former  obligations,  and  upon 
fte  former  grounds  and  reasons,  dischai^e  for 
fver  hereafter,  all  patronages  and  presentations 
«f  Idrks,  whether  belonging  to  the  king  or  to 

Sf  Imlek.  patron,  presbyteries,  or  either,  within 
t  kingdom,  as  being  unlawful  and  unwar- 
Bantable  by  God's  word,  and  contrary  to  the 
doctrine  and  liberties  of  this  kirk ;  and  do  re- 
peal, rescind,  make  void,  and  annul  all  gifts  and 
ri^t^nta  granted  thereanent,  and  all  former  acts 
made  in  parliament,  or  in  any  inferior  judica- 
tory, in  favours  of  any  patron  or  patrons  what- 
soever, so  far  aa  the  same  doth,  or  may  relate 
unto  the  presentation  of  kliks :  and  do  statute 
md  ordsdn,  that  no  person  or  persons  what- 
SBfnerer,  shall  at  any  time  hereafter,  take  upon 
tbcna,  under  ]Mretezt  of  any  title,  Infeftmeut, 
art  of  pari  lament,  possession,  or  warrant  what- 
soever, which  are  hereby  repealed,  to  give,  sub- 
srribe,  or  seal  any  presentation  to  any  kirk 
within  this  kingdom ;  nnd  discharge  the  pawiing 
of  any  infeftmcnts  hereafter,  bearing  the  right 
to  patronages  to  be  granted  in  favours  of  these 
for  whom  the  inftfftments  are  presented ;  and 
that  nn  person  or  persons  shall,  either  in  the 
behalf  of  themselves  or  others,  procure,  receive, 


tcrs  by  thcin,  as  what  they  knew  bad  been 


*  Act  anent  presentation  of  ministers. 
Foramnuch  as  the  king's  most  excellent  majes- 
ty, eooaidering  how  necessary  it  is,  for  the  right 
aid  orderly  Mlministration  of  God's  worship, 
■ad  the  exercises  of  religion,  and  for  keeping  of 
Us  good  subjects  within  their  duties  they  own 
to  God,  to  his  majesty,  to  their  native  country, 
and  fellow  subjects,  especially  at  this  time,  after 
as  many  confusions  and  distractions,  both  among 
churchmen  and  others,  that  more  than  ordinary 
care  he  hMl  in  presenting  of  ministers  to  all 
sneh  kirks  as  are  or  shall  be  vacant  within  this 
kingdom,  hath  given  particular  commission  un- 
der hi!«  great  seal,  as  to  all  presentations  to  all 
aarsonages,  vicarages,  and  other  benefices  and 
farks  at  his  nu^esty's  presentation.  And  as  to 
■n  other  benefices  and  kirks,  whereof  the  presen- 
tation belongs  to  any  other  patn>n  or  patrons 
whatsoever,  his  majesty  with  advire  and  fonvent 
of  his  eatates  of  parliament,  statuti's  and  ordains, 
that  all  patrons  or  persons  whatsoever,  who 
hath  or  pretends  any  right  to  the  presentations 
to  any  patjtmages,  vitaragesyor  other  benefices  of 
curt,  kns^  or  modified  rtipenda,  be  careful  in  all 


■  or  nuke  use  of  any  presi^ntntion  to  any  kirk 
'  within  this  kingdom.     And  it  is  further  de- 
clared and  ordained,  that  if  any  presentation 
shall  hereafter  be  given,  procured,  or  received, 
that  the  same  is  null  and  of  no  effect,  and  that 
it  is  lawful  for  presbyteries  to  reject  the  same, 
and  to  refuse  to  admit  any  to  trials  thereupon ; 
and  notwithstanding  thereof,  to  proceed  to  the 
phuiting  of  the  kirk,  upiin  the  suit  and  caliing , 
or  with  the  consent  of  the  congregation,  on 
whom  none  is  to  be  obtruded  against  their  wilL 
And  it  is  decerned,  statute,  and  ordained,  that 
whosoever  hereafter  shall,  upon  the  suit  and 
calling  of  the  congregation,  after  due  examina- 
tion of  their  literature  and  conversation,  be  ad- 
mitted by  the  presbytery  unto  the  exercise  and 
function  of  the  ministry,  in  any  parish  within 
this  kingdom ;  that  the  said  person  or  persons, 
without  a  presentation,  by  virtue  of  their  mis- 
sion, hath  a  sufficient  right  and  title  to  possess  and 
enj<Mr  the  manse  and  glebe,  and  the  whole  rents, 
profits,  and  stipends,  which  the  ministers  of  that 
church  had  formerly  possessed  and  enjoyed,  or 
that  hereafter  shall  be  modified  by  the  commis- 
sion  for  plantation  of  kirks;   and  decern  all 
titulars  and  tacksmen  of  tithes,  heritors,  life- 
renters,  or  others,  subject  and  liable  in  payment 
of  ministers'  stipends,  to  make  pa}'ment  of  the 
same,  notwithstanding  the  minister  his  want  of 
a  presentation ;  and  ordain  the  lords  of  session, 
and  other  judges  competent,  to  give  out  decreets 
and  sentences,  letters  conf(»rm,  homing,  inhibi- 
tion, and  all  other  exerutoriaJs,  upon  the  said 
admission  of  ministers  by  presbyteries,  as  they 
were  formerly  in  use  to  do,  upon  collation  and 
institution  following  upon  presentations  from 
patrons:  declaring  always,  that  where  minis- 
ters are  already  admitteil  upon   presentation, 
and  have  obtained  decreets  conform  thereupon, 
that  the  said  decreets  and  executorials  follow- 
ing thereupon,  shall  be  good  and  valid  rights  to 
the  ministflrs,  for  suiting  and  obtaining  pa3rment 


time  coming,  that  presentations  to  these  benefices, 
kirks,  or  stipends,  be  granted  by  them  to  such  per- 
s(»ns  only,  as  shall  ^ive  suflirient  evidence  of  tneir 
piety,  lo'valty,  literature^  and  peaceable  disposi- 
tion, and  shall  in  iiresence  of  the  patron  or  his 
attorney,  and  of  the  sheriff  of  the  shire^  steward 
of  the  Htewartry,  or  heritable  bailie,  or  commis- 
sary  of  the  bounds,  if  it  be  in  the  country,  and 
of  the  magistrates  of  the  bur^chs  within  the 
burgh,  befon;  the  granting  and  their  accepting 
the  presentation,  take  and  subsciribe  the  oath  of 
allegiance,  the  said  sheriff',  steward,  bailie,  com- 
misHurv,  and  magistnit(>s,  having  first  taken  the 
oath  tiiemsflves.  And  It  is  hereby  declared, 
that  if  anv  person  who  hath  not  tut  token  the 
oath  of  allegiance,  shall  be  presented  by  any 
patron,  not  only  shall  the  presentation  be  void 
and  null  of  itself,  but  the  right  of  the  jiatronage, 
as  to  that  vncHiK-y,  shall  belong  to  the  king's 
majtMty,  and  the  patrons  be  repute  disaffected  to 
his  TDHJesty's  government,  and  contemners  ot 
his  royal  authority.  And  ordains  these  preivnts 
to  be  printed,  and  puhlithed  at  lh«  tbl^x^uV 
crosses,  that  none  preleivOL  \\|,'UQ'nAc«. 
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1661  ^'  ^  ^^^^  weight  upon,  and 
'eally  inconsistent  with  the  prcs- 
bfterian  cttabliahmcnt.  And  that  in  time 
coming  they  might  have  a  ministry  c\'cry 
way  obsequious  to  their  impositions,  made 
and  to  be  made,  the  act  ordains  all 
who  shall  be  presented  to  "  take  the  oath 
of  allegiance,"  or  supremacy,  before  set 
down,  and  that  under  very  severe  penalties, 
both  upon  the  presenter,  and  person  pre- 
sented, in  case  this  be  neglected :  so  very 
soon  they  got  not  only  the  dvil  government, 
but  the  ministry  modelled  to  their  wish. 

A  great  many  other  acts  were  made  by 
this  parliament,  which  I  pass,  as  not  inmie- 
diately  relating  to  the  hbtory  I  am  writing, 
and  some  of  them  very  good  ones,  as  that 
«  against  eursing,  and  beating  of  parents  ;*' 
ths^  **  against  blasphemy ;"  and  one  against 
*'  clandestine  marriages.*'  Their  52d  act  is 
a  pretty  singular  one,  appointing  **  all  vacant 
stipends*'  at  prescntp  and  for  seven  years  to 
come,  to  be  given  **  to  ministers  and  others, 
their  wives  and  bairns,  who  had  been  loyal 
in  the  late  times,'*  t.  e.  against  presbytery, 


of  his  stipend,  and  the  presentation  and  decreet 
oini'orm,  obtained  before  the  date  hereof,  nhall 
be  a  valid  f^round  and  right  for  that  effert,  not- 
withstanding; the  annulling  presentations  by  vir- 
tue of  this  pr«*.sent  art.  And  because  it  is  need- 
ful that  the  just  and  proper  interest  of  conm- 
gations  and  presbyteries,  in  providing  of  kirks 
with  ministers,  be  dearly  determined  by  the 
general  awsembly,  and  what  is  to  be  acrounted 
the  coni^re^tion  having  that  interest ;  therefore, 
it  is  hereby  seriously  recommended  unto  the 
next  ^4?neral  aswembly,  clearly  to  deterniine  the 
same,  and  to  condescend  upon  a  certain  stand- 
ing way,  for  being  a  settled  rule  therein,  for  all 
time  coming.  And  it  is  hereby  ]»rovided,  de- 
clared, and  ordained,  that  the  taking  away  of 
patronages  and  prmtontatlons  of  kirks,  shall  im- 
port nor  inforce  no  hurt  nor  prejudi(re  unto  the 
title  and  right  that  any  patnm  hath  unto  the 
tithes  of  the  parish,  nor  weaken  his  infeftment 
wherviu  the  same  is  contained ;  but  tliat  the  said 
title,  right,  and  infeftment,  shall  in  every  re- 
spect (so  far  as  doth  concern  the  tithes),  be  as 
valid  and  strong,  as  when  presentations  were  in 
use.  It  is  further  statute  and  ordained,  that 
the  tithes  of  these  kirks,  whereof  the  presenta- 
tions are  hereby  abolished,  shall  belong  heritably 
onto  the  si^d  patrons,  and  be  secured  unto  them, 
and  inserted  iu  their  rights  and  lufcftments,  in 
l^aee  of  the  patronage.  Likeas,  the  estates  of 
parliament  declare  said  patrons  their  right  there- 
unto to  be  good  and  valid,  hereby  granting  full 
power  to  them  to  possess,  sell,  annalle,  and  dis* 
pone  the  tame  In  manner  after  specified,  as  fully 
-mad  tnAf  as  the  minister  and  potron  might 
bmw  dooe^  be/on  the  making  theae  preaenU; 
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and  the  work  of  refbrmadon,  **  and  bad  iu& 
fered  for  their  adherence  to  the  kmgfs  in- 
terests." By  this  dause^a  good  many  of 
the  protesters  might  have  pleaded  a  share. 
Their  last  act  was  by  some  termed,  **  an  act 
for  paying  their  own  debts  without  money  * 
and  alleged  to  be  neither  just  nor  generous; 
but  by  others  it  was  reckoned  both  equitable 
and  good  policy,  after  so  general  and  great 
calamities.  Thus  the  reader  hath  some  inew 
of  the  acts  of  this  pariiament,  as  fiir  as  thej 
concern  the  constitution  of  this  church,  and 
our  civil  liberty.  Before  I  leave  this  paifia- 
ment,  I  shall,  from  the  minntea  I  spoke  of 
before,  give  some  further  account  of  their 
procedure,  in  a  few  hints,  which  could  not 
ofier  themselves  from  the  acts,  as  they  stand 
in  print.  "What  concerns  the  processes 
against  the  marquis  of  Ai^'le,  lord  Worris- 
ton,  Mr.  Guthrie,  Mr.  Gillespie,  and  some 
others,  will  come  in  upon  the  following  seOi 
tions,  where  I  am  to  give  accounts  of  them 
by  themselves. 

January  4th,  when  they  entered  upon  bu- 
siness, the  oath  of  allegiance  was  taken  by 


excepting  always  therefrom,  these  tithes  whirh 
the  heritors  have  had  and  possessed,  b^'  virtue  of 
tacks  set  to  them  by  the  ministers,  without  any 
deed  or  consent  of  the  patrons;  concemiBg 
which  it  is  provided,  that  the  said  tithem  at  tkf 
issue  and  outruiming  of  the  present  tacks,  shaD 
b<*l4tng  unto  the  heriton  respective;  the  said 
heritors  and  the  patrons  abovementioned,  each 
of  them  for  their  interest,  being  always  liable  ta 
the  payment  of  the  present  stipends  to  the  mla- 
isteni,  and  to  such  augmentation  and  provi<tiao 
of  new  stipends  to  one  or  more  miiiistrrs,  nurh 
as  the  parliament  or  commission  for  plantatioB 
of  kirlu,  shall  think  fit  and  appoint:  excepting 
also  tiirh  tithes  as  are  and  have  been  poaiteased  ana 
uplifted  by  the  ministers,  an  their  proper  sti- 
pends ;  concerning  which  it  is  hereby  de<-lnrcd, 
that  the  minister  shall  enjoy  the  same  without 
any  impediment,  as  formerly  ;  it  being  hereby 
provided  iilso,  tliut  this  act  shall  preju^j^e  na 
IK'rson  of  the  right,  title,  and  poases»iou  oftbeir 
tithes,  by  infeftments,  tacks,  and  other  lawful 
rights  acquired  by  them,  and  the  predecessors 
and  authors,  as  accords  of  law.  l^ikcas,  thi 
estates  of  parliament  renew  the  former  att% 
granted  iu  favours  of  heritors,  for  valuing,  lead*. 
Ing,  and  buying  of  their  tithes ;  hereby  ordain- 
ing any  ]>atron,  having  right  to  these  titbti 
made  to  them  by  this  act,  and  having  no  right 
thereunto  of  before,  to  accept  the  value  of  olz 
vears'  rents,  according  to  the  prices  of  valued 
bolls  respective,  enjoined  and  set  down  in  tkf 
former  act  thereanent,  and  that  for  the  heritaUt 
right  of  the  said  tithes,  and  for  all  title,  interest 
or  claim  that  the  said  patrons  can  have  or  pva- 
\  \cnd  \YiiR«iiu\o  Vn  ''ivtviM  «>C  iUIm  act. 


«AF.  II.]]  OF  THE  CHURCH 

U  memben  present,  save  the  eari  of  Cwsilfl^  | 
i1k>  had  time  given  him  to  advise.  If  the 
inner  account  hold,  that  the  earl  of  Melvil 
ad  laird  of  Kilbumy  did  not  qualify,  as  I 
Bve  aaid,  from  papers  writ  at  this  time^  it 
sema  they  have  not  been  present;  and  I 
nd  that  the  earl  of  Cassils  is  overlooked, 
11  January  11th,  where  the  manuscript, 
mn  which  I  am  giving  those  accounts, 
ikes  notice^  **  that  the  earl  deserted  the 
wise,  not  being  sarisfied  to  take  the  oath 
paed  to  by  the  parliament."  And,  April 
itfa,  the  earl  of  Casnls  being  called  to  the 
boose  this  day,  was  desirod  to  take  the 
ttfa  of  aDeg^ce.  He  moved  by  himself, 
id  several  of  his  friends,  that  he  might  be 
nitted  to  the  king,  to  satisfy  his  majesty 
creanent.  But  in  regard  this  desire  was 
otfBry  to  an  order  of  parliament,  and  that 
>  had  got  many  delays  formerly  for  advis- 
{  the  said  oath,  his  desire  was  refused,  and 
e  certification  of  the  parliament  passed 
unst  him,  declaring  him  incapable  of  the 
Mic  tmst  intended  by  the  king  upon  him." 
lie  eaii  was  a  stiff  rojralist  under  the 
nrpation,  and  the  king  was  very  sensible 
services,  and  he  had  considerable 
made,  and  yet  quit  all,  to  keep  a  good 
jDScience  towards  Gk>d;  and  all  the  favour 
B  sought,  in  return  to  the  hardships  he  had 
ndergone  for  his  loyalty,  was  a  pernusnon 
)  keep  a  presbyterian  minister  as  his  chap- 
on  in  his  family,  afler  they  were  turned  out 
f  their  churches.  This  the  bbhops  grudged 
dm,  yet  he  was  overlooked  in  it 

I  find  thu  parliament  had  different  minis- 
en  every  day  almost,  who  prayed  in  the 
MUse  with  them ;  and  unless  it  be  some  of 
he  ministers  of  Edinbuigh,  there  is  scarce 
Diodier  employed  to  pray,  but  such  who 
sonfonned  to  prelacy ;  so  well  did  the  em- 
iloyers  know  tiie  characters  of  the  corrupt 
Mt  of  the  nunistry.  A  good  many,  who 
irere  afterwards  bishops,  were  employed  to 
preach  before  them,  and  we  heard  the  nature 
of  their  sermons. 

By  those  written  minutes  of  parliament,  I 
dbacrwe,  that  most  part  of  their  meetings 
were  in  the  afternoon,  though  the  day  was 
bat  short :  whether  several  members  were 
better  in  case  for  business,  by  that  time  of 
the  day,  I  dctcnnine  not;  but  I  knew  a 
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peer  of  the  first  rank,  who  had  been  .^j 
present  in  most  of  the  parliaments 
during  this  period,  when  commissioner  to 
one  of  the  sessions  after  the  revolution,  used 
to  declare  himself  with  some  warmth  against 
afternoon  sederunts  of  pariiament,  from 
what  he  had  observed  in  this  and  the  next 
reign. 

All  the  acts  of  a  public  nature  were  form- 
ed by  **  the  lords  of  articles,"  and  presented 
from  them  to  the  parliament,  where  many  of 
them  passed  without  any  great  reasoning ; 
sometimes  five  or  six  acts  of  veiy  great  con- 
sequence would  be  voted  in  an  afternoon's 
sederunt.    Whether  they  were  debated  be- 
fore the  lords  of  the  articles,  I  know  not : 
but  I  suppose  any  littie  struggle  that  was 
made  was  there;  fbr  the  parliament  met  but 
very  seldom,  once  or  twice  in  a  week,  or  so. 
This  manner  of  parliamentary  procedure  was 
declared  against  at  the  revolution,  and  no 
more  used.    Upon  the  8th  of  January,  the 
commissioner  proposed  this  matter  to  the 
house,  and  moved  that  the  pariiament  might 
fall  to  their  business,  in  the  ancient  road,  by 
the  lords  of  the  articles,  without  devolving 
their  whole  power  upon  them,  which  he  de- 
clared was  not  his  meaning.    The  matter 
was  not  a  little  agitate  in  the  house;  at 
length, "  it  was  resolved,  that  twelve  noble- 
men, twelve  barons,  and  twelve  bui^gesses, 
with  the  officers  of  state,  shall  be  in  the 
place  of  the  lords  of  articles ;  and  that  other 
twelve  of  each  of  those  estates  should  be  a 
committee  for  trade  and  hearing  of  bills. 
Those  were   authorized    in   their   several 
meetings,  to  hear  all  matters  presented  to 
them,  to  receive  probation  of  what  they 
found  relevant,  and  report  to  the  parliament 
twice  a  week :  but  the  full  power  is  declared 
to  be  reserved  to  the  parliament,  to  debate 
and  determine  all  matters,  notwithstanding 
of  those  meetings,  which  are  declared  to  be 
preparatory." 

The  several  estates  having  withdrawn 
themselves,  brought  in  the  following  list 
for  the  lords  of  the  articles,  which  was 
agreed  to: 

yobilUy — Duke  Hamilton,  Montrose,  £r- 
rol,  Marshal,  Mar,  Rothes,  Athole,  Hume, 
Haddington,  Dumfries,  CQl\ex\^^,Wtfn.^OA. 
jSaroni— Sir  3oV\u  G\\mowT,^SxTe\w'^«a^ 
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dertraniy  IVestouiiy  Lie, 
Garden,  Dury,  Tubet»  Cktllingtomiy 
Garfl^  Ardrofls,  Balmain.  Burghs— Prcfvotd 
ofEdinbuiKh;  PftmMtof  Perth;  Dandee, 
Alexander  Wedderbum ;  Aberdeen,  Wiiliain 
Gray;  Stirling, Duncan  Nairn ;  Unlitfagow, 
Andrew  Olame ;  Glasgow,  John  Bell ;  Air, 
William  Cunningham;  Haddington,  John 
Beaton;  Dumfries,  John  Lrine;  Aber- 
brothock,  John  Auchteiboa,  Hugh  Sinclair. 
To  those,  with  the  officers  of  state,  the  na- 
tion owes  the  forming  and  framing  of  the 
acts  formerly  mentioned.  The  conmiittee 
for  trade  and  bills  I  need  not  insert,  since  it 
was  mostly  private  business  came  before 
them:  the  processes  indeed  against  the 
marquis  of  Aigyle  and  others  b^gan  at 
them ;  and  the  lord  Cochran  was  their  pre- 
sident. 

January  16th,  the  act  discharging  all 
meetings,  convocations,  leagues,  and  bonds, 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  king,  was, 
after  much  debate,  carried,  with  a  declara- 
tion that  it  looked  only  forward. 

A  proclamation  by  the  commissioner  and 
parliament  was  this  day  agreed  to,  **  ordain- 
ing all  persons,  who  have  not  actual  resi- 
dence in  Edinburgh,  and  are  not  obliged  to 
attend  the  parliament,  who  had  any  hand  in 
the  remonstrance,  or  in  contriving  of,  or 
assenting  to  the  ends  thereof,  or  in  that 
wicked  book  called  '  the  Causes  of  God's 
Wrath,*  to  depart  the  town  in  forty-ei^t 
hours,  and  not  to  return,  or  remain  within 
ten  miles  thereof,  under  pain  of  treason ; 
except  those  who  are  already  dted  to  appear 
for  the  crimes  abovementioned.*'  This  was 
proclaimed  at  the  Cross. 

January  22d,  the  act  agreed  upon  by  the 
lords  of  the  articles,  disannulling  the  con- 
vention of  estates  1643,  was  passed,  after 
very  much  debate.  Hie  commissioner  de- 
clared, "  he  had  no  order  from  his  master  to 
encroach  upon  our  national  covenant,  or 
upon  the  consciences  of  the  people :  but  as 
to  leagues  with  other  nations,  he  conceived 
they  could  not  now  subsist  with  the  laws  of 
this  kingdom.'*  About  ten  members  dis- 
sented. 

When  the  act  rescissory  was  brought  in 
bjr  the  Joitis  of  the  articles  to  the  houses 


and  it  could  not  be  got  thraufli  that 
To-mofTowy  it  was  again  tossed.  Hie  ori 
of  Loudon  had  a  long  and  elegant  qieed^ 
vindicating  himself  from  the  a^iersioos  io 
the  narrative  of  that  act,  and  setting  the 
affinrs  in  that  period  in  a  just  light ;  but  it 
had  no  weight:  that  act  behoved  to  be 
passed,  and  at  length,  with  a  great  stmggk^ 
it  was  carried. 

Upon  the  22d  of  February,  the  parlia- 
ment grant  a  oommissiOD  to  viait  the  cot 
leges  of  Aberdeen,  and  for  removing  of  such 
of  the  masters  as  had  mtruded  themselves 
unwarrantably,  and  reponing  those  who^ 
without  just  cause,  were  put  from  their 
offices. 

That  same  day,  an  act  was  agreed  upcx^ 
for  discharging  the  fr^uent  coming  of  per- 
sons of  all  sorts  fixim  Ireland  to  this  king- 
dom, to  the  disturbance  of  the  peace  of  the 
state  and  church ;  and  appointing,  that  none 
be  admitted  who  bring  not  passes,  bearing 
their  peaceable  dq)ortment  to  the  govern- 
ment there  established,  from  the  lord  chief 
justices,  privy  council,  or  mayors  of  towBi 
where  they  reside,  under  the  pain  of  im- 
prisonment of  their  persons :  and  that  unti 
they  procure  such  passes,  they  are  to  appeer 
before  the  privy  council  at  Edinbur]^  and 
give  surety  for  their  peaceable  deportment 
This  act  is  ordered  to  be  published  at  Gla^ 
gow,  Ayr,  Wigton,  and  Kirkcudbright.  I 
know  no  reason  of  this  extraordinaiy  profat 
bition,  unless  it  was  to  prevent  the  retiring 
of  the  Scots  presbyterians  in  the  north  of 
Ireland,  to  their  native  country,  now  when 
they  are  beginning  to  feel  the  fury  of  tlte 
prelates  there. 

February  27th,  the  commissioner  pr^ 
sented  a  letter  directed  fixim  his  majesty  to 
the  parliament,  approving  all  their  former 
proceedings,  and  dedariiig  that  he  is  readf 
to  give  a  general  remission  to  all  Scotsmen 
(except  such  as  the  paiiiament  shall  except) 
for  their  bygone  actings,  against  his  royil 
father,  or  him.  Which  was  read  with  greit 
joy,  and  ordered  to  be  recorded  as  a  gloriom 
testimony  of  the  king's  favour;  and  the 
commissioner  is  desired  to  return  the  humble 
acknowledgments  and  thanks  of  the  boose. 

The  reader  may  have  some  view  of  tbe 


February  7th,  very  long  reasomngs  ensued,  ypTocedux^  q^\1c^  isst  session  of  parliaroeo^ 
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from  those  Mnta;  and  for  as  arinfraiy  as  a|  Mr.  Hiigh  Blair  at  Glasgow,  Mr.     jg^j^ 

PBterBon,  and  others,  whose  ser- 
mons were  careUdly  printed,  and  spesik  for 
them  to  this  day.  Up  and  down  the  country, 
many  ministers  warned  their  people  fully  and 
fiuthfiilly  of  the  evib  coming  in,  and  the  dan- 
gers the  church  of  Scotland  was  in  hazard 
of,  notwithstanding  of  the  severe  act,  we  hare 
seen,  was  published  against  ministers'  firee- 
dom  in  preaching,  by  the  committee  of 
estates.  Mr.  M'Ward  at  Gksgow  used 
yery  much  pliunness  this  way,  and  was  staged 
before  the  parliament  therefore,  as  we  shall 
hear. 

Mr.  William  Guthrie,  minister  at  Fen- 
wick,  in  the  shire  of  Ayr,  used  the  greatest 
of  freedom  and  sincerity  in  his  sermons  at 
this  time.  I  am  too  nearly  concerned  in  this 
great  man,  to  say  much  about  him,  and  there- 
fore choose  to  give  this  in  the  words  of  a 
worthy  minister,  his  contemporary,  in  his 
character  of  him.    ^  In  his  doctrine  Mr. 

Althodoh  the  miserable  rents  in  the  church,  ■  William  Guthrie  was  as  frill  and  free,  as  any 

the  caution  and  cunning  of  the  parliament's  .  man  in  Scotland  had  ever  been ;  which,  to- 

procednre,   the  fair  professions  made  of  a ;  gether  vrith  the  excellency  of  his  preaching 

deep  ecmcem  fi>r  those  they  called  the  honest 

lunisters,  and  at  length  open  force  and  vio- 

kooe  upon  the  judicatories  of  the  church, 

«ith  some   other  causes,    hindered  what 

ong^  to  have  been  done  at  such  a  critical 

juncture ;  yet  several  essays  were  made  by 

ninlsten^  to  give  such  a  testimony  as  their 

present  ill  circumstances  would  permit ;  and 

becaose  what  was  then  done  is  very  little 


good  many  of  the  acta  now  passed  will  evi- 
dently appear,  yet  much  heavier  are  a  com- 
ity in  the  after  parliaments.    However,  by 
diose,  one  of  the  best  formed  dvil  establisb- 
meota,  and  a  most  g^orioos  ecclesiastical 
settlement,  according  to  the  rules  of  Christ 
in  his  wmd,  were  overturned,  and  afounda- 
tion  laid  for  the  brinpng  in  of  prelacy  into 
the  diurch,  and  artttrary  government  to  the 
ilate:  This  vast  diange  in  Scotland,  was 
not  brougjht  about  without  some  testimony 
g^fcn  aganist  it,  which  may  be  the  subject  of 

SECT.  II. 

Cf  the  effhrU  made  by  pretbyierian  mtnittertf 

for  ike  pretenxdum  of  the  church  during 

the  sUiing  of  the  parliament;  with  tome 

aeanaU  of  the  wtlent  treatment  of  synods, 

April  and  May,  this  year  1661. 


gift,  did  so  recommend  him  to  the  afiections 
of  people,  that  they  turned  the  com  field  of 
his  gldbe  to  a  little  town,  every  one  build- 
ing a  house  for  his  frunily  upon  it,  that  they 
might  live  under  the  drop  of  his  ordinances 
and  ministry."  Indeed  the  Lord  gave  him 
an  opportunity  to  bear  a  longer  testimony 
against  the  defections  of  this  dme,  than  most 
of  his  brethren ;  till  at  length  the  malice  of  the 


I    known,  I  shall  give  the  larger  account  of  it   archbishop  of  Glasgow  turned  him  out  in  the 


I    from  well  vouched  nairatives,   and  some 

^    original  pttpen  in  my  hands. 

We  have  already  heard  that  Mr.  Robert 
DougJaSy  in  his  sermon  before  the  parlia- 
meot,  dealt  fidriy  with  the  members  at  the 
agaoDg  of  the  session.  _  He  was  among  the 
eldest  muusters  of  the  church,  and  of  the 
^CBteat  gravity  and  account;  and  having 
plainly  warned  them  to  do  nothing  against 
the  work  of  refi)rmation  in  this  church,  his 
freedom  was  not  pleasing  to  the  court,  and 
neitfaer  he,  nor  almost  any  hearty  presby- 
tenans^  were  ever  afterwards  employed,  espe- 
cially after  BIr.  Wood  and  Mr.  John  Smith, 
had,  in  a  little  tune  thereafter,  laid  their  duty 
fiedy  before  them.  Timeservcrs  and  syco- 
phntB  wen  afterwards  employed,  such  as 


(year)  1664,  as  we  may  hear.  A  good  many 
ministers  kept  congregational  fiuts ;  and  that 
was  all  almost  they  could  do,  since  now 
there  was  scarce  any  opportunities  of  pres- 
byterial  or  synodical  appointments  of  this 
nature:  and  in  some  places  where  there  were 
disaffected  persons  to  delate  them,  ministers 
sufiered  not  a  little  for  this  practice,  and  the 
plainness  of  their  doctrine. 

Somewhat  likewise  was  endeavoured  in 
judicatories.  The  ministers  in  and  about 
Edinburgh,  had  the  greatest  opportunities 
of  observing,  and  the  earliest  views  of  what 
was  a  doing,  though  the  managers  in  parlia- 
ment did  their  business  as  secretly  and 
speedily  as  mi^t  be ;  and  really  m>\eVw  o^ 
the  razing  work  was  over  YkSok^  ^^  \maBa»> 
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1AA1     ten  at  any  distance  from  the 

ment  had  distinct  accounts :  there- 
fore I  choose  to  insert  here  the  copy  of 
an  original  paper,  I  have  under  Mr.  Andrew 
Ker,  clerk  to  the  church,  his  attestation, 
fonned  at  this  time,  as  a  narrative  of  the 
essays  of  the  ministerB  who  lay  nearest  the 
parliament,  and  mig^t  be  supposed  to  have 
the  greatest  weight  with  the  members  at  this 
juncture,  for  the  benefit  of  the  church.  Tlie 
title  is. 

Proceedings  of  some  hrtihren^  1661. 

*^  After  the  parliament  was  convened, 
January,  1661,  some  acts  having  passed, 
which  occasioned  great  fears  of  some  pur- 
poses to  ovKtum,  or  weaken  our  discipline, 
and  the  work  of  reformation;  therefore 
brethren  of  divers  of  the  next  presbyteries, 
finding  it  inconvenient  to  appear  in  any  pub- 
lic way,  contented  themselves  to  correspond 
by  some  few,  with  some  of  the  brethren  of 
Edinburgh,  who  were  using  all  fiiir  means 
for  preventing  the  evils  feared. 

^  After  frequent  conference  of  those 
brethren  of  Edinburgh,  with  the  earl  of 
Middleton,  his  majesty's  commissioner,  and 
the  earl  of  Glcncaim,  chancellor,  about  mat- 
ters then  in  agitation,  they  being  surprised 
with  the  passing  of  some  acts,  did  present 
the  lord  commissioner's  grace  with  die  fol- 
lowing overtures ;  humbly  also  desiring,  that 
for  security  as  to  the  fiiture,  there  mi^t 
pass  a  general  ratification  of  the  former  acts 
for  religion  in  doctrine  and  government" 


A  few  overiures  humbly  offered  for  ike  good 
of  hu  majesty s  affairs^  and  setUing  the 
minds  of  good  people,  whose  onfy  aim  and 
desire  is,  that  under  the  shadow  of  his  mo- 
jestjfs  government,  they  may  enjoy  the  or- 
dinances  of  Christ,  as  they  are  established 
in  purity  and  poioer, 

^  L  As  to  the  oath  tendered  to  all  the  mem- 
bers of  parliament,  it  is  humbly  offered,  that 
seeing  those  of  the  lieges  who  were  in  use  to 
take  that  oath  before,  and  may  have  it  again 
tendered  to  them,  will  want  that  opportuni- 
ty of  his  majesty's  high  commissioner,  and  a 
parliament  sitting,  to  give  the  interpretation 
thereol^  as  was  done  to  the  members  of  par- 
Ikmcnt;  therefore  an  interpretation  there- 
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of  may  be  passed  by  act  of  pariiimeDt. 
Iliere  ii  no  honest  ibu»  bnt  wUl  acknow- 
ledge the  king's  nujesty  supreme  governor, 
not  only  in  matters  civil,  bat  even  in  eccle- 
siastical, as  to  that  power  formally  civil, 
competent  to  the  christiBn  mapstrate  about 
ecclesiastical  affiurs;  and  if  it  be  declared 
by  act  of  pariiament,  that  the  sense  thereof 
is  none  odier  than  what  is  asserted  in  the 
pariiament  1598,  expUnii^  the  aet  ISS%, 
or  in  the  htf  e  Confeaskm  of  Futh,  chap. 
23.  (which  is  believed  to  be  the  parliament's 
sense)  it  will  remove  fears  and  twinMtng*  m 
to  that  particular. 

**  IL  Whereas  acts  have  passed  relative 
to  the  constitution  and  legality  of  some  meet- 
ings in  this  kingdom,  in  the  time  of  the  late 
troubles,  wherein  private  subjects  do  not  fiod 
themselves  concerned  to  piy  into  the  grounds 
and  reasons  of  those  proceedings ;  yet  seeing 
the  people  may  readily  apprdiend,  that 
thereby  "  the  solemn  league  and  covenant," 
(entered  into  at  that  time)  is  annulled, 
which  cannot  but  be  a  cause  of  great  per- 
plexity unto  them,  considering  how  diej 
stand  engaged  in  an  oath  of  God,  conoen- 
ing  a  lawfo]  thing,  to  which  they  were  drawn 
by  the  representatives  of  the  kingdom :  ther^ 
fore  it  is  humbly  offered,  whether  it  will  not 
much  refresh  the  minds  of  people,  and  re- 
vive their  poplexed  spirits,  if  the  parliament 
be  pleased  to  declare  their  mind,  that  they 
intend  not  to  annul  or  make  void  the  obfi- 
gadon  of  the  oath  of  God,  under  which  the 
people  lie  ? 

"  III.  It  is  humbly  conceived,  that  an  set 
of  parliament  approving  and  radfying  the 
Confession  of  Faith,  and  Catechisms,  and 
the  Directory  for  Worship,  approven  bf 
the  assembfies  of  this  kirk,  and  the  discipline, 
government,  and  liberdes  of  this  kirk,  and 
acts  for  suppressing  popery  and  profanity, 
would  remove  the  fears  of  sober  and  honest 
people,  and  (it  is  trusted)  will  be  acceptable 
to  his  majesty,  and  ezceecfingly  satisfy  all 
his  good  sulijects. 

"  Those  overtures  his  grace  and  the  lord 
chancellor  promised  to  communicate  to  his 
majesty,  and  thereafter  to  give  an  answer  to 
them ;  and  for  forther  security,  desired  the 
brethren  to  draw  an  act  of  ratificadon,  as 
t)de^  Nfora!^  Yi»n«  i0(.\  «ad  tthoold  be  consid- 
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icil  WM  accordingly  done,  and  girea 
rd  mmmiftfrianery  the  tenor  whereof 


111 


\on  of  former  acts  rfparUament^  con- 
I  reiigionf  dodrme,  wonkip,  discip- 
ui  government, 

ogitiBA  mercy  never  to  be  fofgot- 
the  Lord  God,  in  his  infinite  good- 
h  been  pleased  wonderfully  and  un* 
iff  to  bring  about  the  restitution  of 
ity  to  his  throne^  and  the  delirer* 
hia  distressed  kingdom  from  all  that 
and  misery  it  was  lately  under,  both 
bituals  and  temporak,  by  the  no- 
id  prevailing  of  usurpers,  and  to 
universal  a  restauradon,  as  is  to  be 

day :  and  his  majesty,  in  thankful* 
h)d  for  so  great  merdes,  being  de- 
»  employ  that  royal  power  and  au^ 
which  by  divine  providence  he  now 
r  for  the  service  and  glory  of  God, 
oontenandng,  maintaining,  and  pro- 
iie  gospel  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ ; 
I  his  majesty,  with  consent  of  the 
)f  parliament  now  convened,  doth 
md  ratify  the  true  religion  professed, 
,  and  practised  within  this  kingdom, 
ne,  worship,  discipline,  and  govem- 
tablished  by  general  assemblies,  ap- 
md  ratified  by  acts  of  parliaments, 
riy  those  following,  viz.  act  3.  pari. 
i  VL  anno  1567,  and  act  99.  pari.  7. 
T  in  1581,  and  act  114,  pari.  12. 
X  in  1592,  and  acts  4,  5,  6.  pari.  2. 
najesty's  royal  father  of  ^orious 
,  1640,  ratified  in  act  6.  of  the  par- 
held  by  his  majesty's  said  royal 
I  his  own  person,  1641,  which  acts, 

with  all  other  acts  of  parliaments 
*  establishing,  maintaining,  protect- 
preserving  the  said  true  religion,  in 
,  worship,  discipline,  and  govem- 
rc^essed,  received,  approven,  and 
I  in  this  church ;  and  for  restraining 
iressing  in  this  church  and  kingdom, 
!ty,  vice,  profimeness,  and  whatso- 
ontraiy  to  truth  and  godliness;  his 
with  consent  foresaid,  doth  approve, 
id  renew,  in  all  the  heads  and  articles 

oedaining  the  said  acts  to  be  in  full 
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forces  strength,  and  observance,  ac- 
cording to  the  whole  tenor  thereof; 
and  declares  that  no  acts  of  this  present  par- 
liament, are  or  shall  be  held  prgudidal  to 
the  liberty,  profession,  exercise,  establish- 
ment, and  entire  preservation  of  the  said 
true  religion,  doctrine,  wondu|>,  discipline,  and 
government  within  this  chorch  and  kingdom, 
or  any  ways  derogatory  to  the  authority 
and  streqgth  of  the  above  said  acts  of  parlia- 
ment, approving  and  ratifying  the  same." 

To  this  was  added  tins  brief  memorial : 
**  If  the  pariiament  1640,  be  abrogate,  and 
the  acts  thereof  made  void  and  null,  it  is 
humbly  desired,  that  those  acts  following^ 
which  were  passed  in  that  year,  may  be  re- 
newed in  this  parliament,  and  by  their  autho- 
rity enacted*" 

Session  2. 

llth  Act,  against  consulters  with  devils, 
and  fiuniliar  spirits  and  witches,  and  con- 
sulters with  them. 

12th  Act,  against  fornication. 

16th  Act,  anent  the  Confession  of  Faith, 
and  Catechisms,  and  ratification  thereof. 

19th  Act,  anent  several  degrees  of  casual 
homicide. 

20th  Act,  against  swearing,  drinking,  filthy 
speaking,  &c. 

22d  Act,  against  clandestine  marriages. 

24th  Act,  against  going  of  mills,  kilns,  salt- 
pans, and  fishing  on  the  Lord's  day. 

28th  Act,  against  blasphemy. 

32d  Act,  agamst  worshippers  of  false  gods. 

33d  Act,  against  beaters  and  cur»trs  of 
their  parents. 

45th  Act,  concerning  manse  and  glebes. 

Renovation  of  commission  for  plan^on 
of  kirks. 

Session  3. 
19th  Act,  for  punbhing  incest. 

It  hath  been  remarked,  that  the  parlia- 
ment, after  they  had  overturned  our  consti- 
tution by  their  principal  acts  above  nar- 
rated, came  in  to  two  or  three  of  these  acts 
desired ;  but  the  act  of  ratification  drawn  at 
the  commissioner's  desire,  and  renovation  of 
the  rest,  were  neglected;  and  the  ministers 
were  kept  in  hopes,  and  got  fair  woirda^  ^sSi 


11« 

lggl    matters  were  past  hope.    Indeed 
things  were  voy  cunningly  managed, 
and  the  act  rescissory  was  cast  into  several 
shapes,  and  given  out  to  be  a  quite  other 
thing,  than  afterwards  it  appeared  to  be,  that 
ministers*  appearances  against  it  might  be 
prevented:  and  by  those  blinds,  and  pro- 
mises to  advise  with  his  majesty  about  the 
above  mentioned  reasonable  proposals,  mat- 
ters were  kept  very  smooth,  until  the  day 
the  rescissory  act  was  tabled  in  parliament. 
By  a  narrative  under  a  minister's  hand,  at 
that  time  in  Edinburgh,  I  find  that  as  soon 
as  the  nature  of  the  act  rescissory  came  to 
be  known,  the  presbytery  of  Edinburgh  met, 
and  framed  a  supplication  to  the  commis- 
sioner and  parliament,  '*  craving  that  a  new 
act  might  be  made,  for  establishing  of  reli- 
gion and  church  government,  since  they  were 
informed  the  paiiiament  were  about  to  re- 
scind the  dvil  sanction  and  statutes  in  force, 
for  the  exercise  thereof."     The  ministers 
were  kept  so  much  in  the  dark,  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  rescission  projected,  that  they 
were  necessitate  thus  to  hold  in  generals, 
and  to  desire  new  laws  to  be  made,  when  the 
old  hedge  was  to  be  removed.     I  have  in- 
sert *  a  copy  of  a  supplication  from  the  pres- 
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bytcry  of  Edinbcu]^  to  die  pariiament  at  this 
time,  which  I  take  to  be  that  spoken  of 
above.    This  supplication  was  sent  to  the 
commissioner,  by  three  of  their  number  they 
reckoned  might  be  most  accqitable^  Messrs. 
John  Smith,  Robert  Lawrie,  and  Peter  Blair. 
Partly  by  promises,  and  by  threatenings,  the 
commissioner  prevailed  with  them,  not  to 
give  in  their  supplication  that  day;  and  pre- 
sently the  parliament  met,  and  in  baste 
enough  passed  the  rescissory  act,  from  which 
a  good  many  members  difffte"*^^^-  When  the 
ministers   found  themselves  thus  circum- 
vented, to-morrow  Bfr.  David  Dickson  and 
some  others  were  sent  by  the  presbytery  to 
the  commissioner,  to  inast  in  this  aflbir. 
They  were  received  very  roughly,  and  BCd- 
dleton  told  them,  they  were  mistaken  if  they 
thought  to  terrify  him  with  papers,  he  was 
no  coward.     Sir.  Dickson  replied,  he  well 
knew  his  grace  was  no  coward,  since  the 
Bridge  of  Dee.    This  was  an  engagement, 
June  19th,  1638,  when  Middleton  appeared 
very  gallantly  against  the  king's  forces,  fat 
the  covenanters.    To  this  no  answer  was 
given,  but  frowns.    The  ministers,  knowing 
there  had  been  so  many  dissenters  in  piilii' 
mcnt,  from  yesterday's  vote^  in^sted  mnch 


*  Petition  of  the  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh. 

Unto  the  kinf^'s  commissioner,  and  the  honoar- 
able  high  court  of  parliament,  the  humble 
petition  of  the  Presbytery  of  Edinbui^h. 

When  we  reflect  upon  the  sad  times  thxt  have 
past  over  this  church  and  kinf^dom,  during  the 
time  of  the  late  usurpcra,  v^hat  grief  and  afflic- 
tion of  spirit  it  has  been  to  honest  christians, 
and  true  countrymen,  that  their  oounti^  has 
been  kept  in  bcmdage,  his  sacred  majesty  driven 
into  a  sad  disconsolate  exile,  our  nobles  and 
rulers  scattered  into  comers,  cast  into  the  far 
countries,  shut  up  into  prisons  at  home  and 
abroad,  and  trode  upon  by  base  and  hlo<Nly  men, 
and  all  our  civil  and  religious  concernments 
left  under  the  feet  of  violent  usurpers,  and  with 
what  difiiculties  all  honest  men  have  wrestled, 
(whereof  we,  with  others  of  the  ministry,  have 
had  not  a  little  share^  which  then  laboured  to 
keep  their  garments  clean  from  the  defections  of 
the  time,  and  to  lament  after  the  Lord,  till  he 
should  in  mercy  visit  us :  we  cannot,  now  when 
the  Lord  has  returned  our  captivity,  but  be  as  men 
that  dream,  and  our  mouths  filled  with  laughter, 
and  our  tongues  with  singing,  the  Lord  having 
done  great  things  for  us,  whereof  we  are  glad ; 
and  as  we  look^  upon  It  as  a  mercy  never  to  be 
forgotten,  that  the  Lord  in  his  infinite  goodness, 
has  been  pleased  wonderfully  to  bring  about  his 
mi^esty's  restoration  to  his  throne,  and  the 
deUrenuice  of  thin  distressed  kingdom,  frona  i^ 


misery  and  bondage  under  which  it  hsA   } 
ned ;  so  it  is  our  earnest  supplication  to  Go4|    ^ 


that 

groaned ,  _ 

that  this  so  great  a  mercy  may  he  improven  If 
all  ranks,  to  the  honour  of  his   great  dsbm^ 
wh<Mc  work  this  deliverance  Is,  and  to  the  gesd 
and  comfort  of  this  afilicted  church  and  Haaf 
dom.    We  do,  with  all  thankfulness  to  Almightf 
God,  observe  and  acknowledge  hii  mercy,  wli 
has  restored  our  Judges  as  at  the  first,  and  oar 
counsellors  as  at  the  beginning,  that  our  nobki 
are  of  ourselves,  and  our  governors  proceed  fnMi 
the  midst  of  us :  and  that  now  your  lord^fi 
are  convened  in  this  high  court  by  his  mijestp 
authority,  and  with  the  presence  of  his  hkA 
commissioner,  that  you  may  be  the  rep^ren  of  tw 
broaches,  and  may  seek  the  wealth  ofyour  pcopk^ 
and  may  speak  peace  to  all  your  seed.     W  e  batt 
hitherto  forborne  to  make  any  applications  M 
your  lordships,  as  being  unwilling  to  intermpl 
you  in  your  weighty  and  great  affairs;   vft 
since  there  is  not  a  general  assembly  now  ■ittw 
which  might  more  freely  represent  what  Is  v 
public  concernment  to  the  whole  kirk,  and  migbt 
remove  any  grounds  of  jealousy  which  mi|pl 
be  occasioned  by  the  late  actings  during  oar 
troubles  and  distractions,  being  upon  the  plae% 
and  being  unwilling  to  lose  the  opportunity  d 
your  lordshipe  meeting  in  this    present  par- 
liament, we  do  humbly  oflTer  unto  your  lurd^ 
ships,  (when  now  we  hope  many  of  your  affabi 
are  over)  what  we  conceive  may  be  for  the  goal 
\  of  Ibe  eWrdi,  aa  hli  su^ty*!  gndoos  letter- 
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to  hove  their  toj^ilication  tabled,  and  read 
in  public,  and  put  the  commissioner  in  mind 
of  the  resolutions  he  had  come  under,  when 
he  was  under  the  prospect  of  death,  and 
some  sharp  exercise  of  mind,  at  St  Andrews, 
1645,  to  serve  the  Lord  and  his  interests. 
It  seems  he  was  then  in  danger  from  an  iliac 
passion.  At  this  he  turned  petted,  and  said, 
Mliaty  do  you  talk  to  me  of  a  fit  of  the 
colic  ?  and  would  by  no  means  allow  their 
nipplicadon,  and  draught  of  an  act  for  rati- 
fiotion,  to  come  in,  and  be  read  in  parlia- 
ment. After  this,  the  presbytery  sent  their 
mpplication  to  the  king,  but  it  was  not  re- 
garded. This  account  leads  me  back  again, 
to  insert  what  follows  in  the  paper  I  am  in- 
KTting;  the  proceedings  of  some  brethren, 
1661. 

"  After  the  act  rescissory  was  passed, 
there  was  ^ven  in  to  the  clerk  register  a  list 
of  some  acts  of  general  and  public  conccm- 


keaiing  his  roolution  to  provide  and  preserve 
tte  government  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  as  it 
b  aettlcd  by  law,  without  violation,  hath  exceed- 
ingly gladdened  the  hearts  of  good  men,  an  we 
understand  bf  letters  from  the  several  presby- 
teriei  and  synods,  some  directed  to  his  sacred 
majesty  or  his  secretary,  or  some  directed  to  us 
by   way  of  return  thereunto,  and  did   secure 
thton  aii^nst  all  fears  in  that  particular,  or  any 
chaD^r ;  so  it  was  expected  that  this  high  court 
oi  piurliament  would  confirm  and  ratify  the  true 
religion,  in  doctrine,  worship,  discipline,  and 
gUfTcmment,  established  by  general  assemblies, 
uproven  and  ratified  by  acts  of  parliament. 
let    notwitlutanding  thereof,  your   lordships 
httve    rescinded  the  act  anno  1640  and  1641, 
wbereby  oar  government  is  to  be  cast  loose,  as 
to  Cko  cavil  sanction  thereof,  and  the  church  in 
danger,  to  be  laid  open  to  these  snares  which 
farmerly  were  troublesome  and  grievous  to  this 
cfanrch ;  therefore,  whatever  your  lordships  have 
doDO  for  the  settling  and  securing  the  royid 
power  and  authority  of  our  dread  sovereign, 
(whose  authority  and  power  we  do  heartily 
■eiialesoe,  and  ecndially  submit  thereto^  or  for 
leeiirinff  the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  in  wnich  we 
a^nowledfe  none  of  them  ought  to  oppose  one 
another ;  yet  we  are  very  hopeful,  and  humbly 
sapplicato,  thb  high  court  of  narliament  will, 
by  tbdr  civil  sanction,  estoblisn,  maintain,  and 
defend  th«  true  religion,  in  doctrine,  worship, 
AadpUne  and  government,  presently  professed, 
neelved,  and  practised,  and  restrain  and  sup- 
press aU  impiety,  vice,  and  prufaneiiesH,  and 
whatsoever  is  contrary  to  truth  and  godliness. 
And  whereas,  through  the  iniquity  of  the  timeN, 
and  prevalency  of  the  usurpon*,  the   genoral 
assembly  convened  in  anno  1653,  was  interrupt- 
ed, and  all  meetings  of  general  assemblies  declined 
by  us,  out  of  our  due  respects  to  his  majosty's 
just   right   and   authority,  upon  which    they 
would  nave  been  ready  to  have  encroached  upon 
such  an  opportunity^  it  la  bundbly  desired  your 


ment  to  the  church,  of  new  to  be  .^g. 
enacted;  but  few  of  them  were 
taken  notice  of.  Thereafter  the  brethrea 
hearing  more  of  purposes  to  alter  the  gorem- 
roent  established  in  this  kirk,  and  that  there 
had  been  some  motion  among  the  lords  of 
the  articles,  for  repealing  the  act  of  parlia- 
ment 1640,  ratifying  the  same,  and  for  calling 
for  the  kirk  registers ;  it  was  thought  con* 
venient,  that,  if  it  were  posnble,  the  whole 
state  of  the  business  were  hinnbly  repre- 
sented to  his  majesty.  To  which  efiect, 
there  was  first  sent  to  his  secretary  the  carl 
ofLauderdale  the  letter  following,  and  there- 
after by  another  occasion  in  March,  an  in- 
formation."   Follows 

Letter  to  the  Earl  ofLauderdale, 

•*  My  lord, 
**  It  hath  been  the  study  of  honest  men 
here,  to  carry  so  peaceably  and  modestiy,  as 


lordships  would  be  pleased  to  move  to  his 
majestv,  that,  with  the  first  conveniency,  a  fVee 
general  assembly  may  be  called,  which  may  not 
only  take  care  to  compose  and  settle  these  sad 
and  lamentable  divi.sions  which  have  been  in  the 
church,  but  also  may  rocognosce  upon  these 
actings,  which  may  lie  apt  to  give  offence,  dur- 
ing the  time  of  the  sad  and  unhappy  troubles ; 
and  we  may  assure  your  lordships,  that  it  is  the 

{purpose  of  honest  men,  when  they  shall  convene 
n  an  assembly,  to  do  what  shall  be  found  neces- 
sary for  recrtify'ing  all  disorders,  and  to  redress 
whatsomevcr  has  been  offensive.  We  shall  not 
stand  to  press  these  our  humble  desires,  by  any 
arguments  taken  from  the  lawfulness  or  war- 
rantableness,  or  necessity  of  the  things  them- 
selves, or  from  your  lordships*  obligation  to  act 
for  him  who  has  so  wonderfully  restored  you 
to  sit  in  judgment,  or  from  the  consideration  of 
ourselves,  who  with  other  honest  men,  have 
confidence  to  sympathize  with  the  afilictions  of 
oui'  rulers  and  country,  and  have  not  been 
wanting,  to  our  power  and  station,  to  act  for 
the  happy  revolution,  and  are  and  shall  be  care- 
ful to  pnmiote  his  m^eaty's  interest  and  author- 
ity, of  which  his  people  and  we  do  assure  your 
lordshiiM,  that,  besides  the  convictions  of*^  the 
things  desired,  we  have  not  been  a  little  pressed 
to  this  humble  address,  by  our  tender  n^^ard 
and  zeal  towards  his  majesty's  afiairs;  so  our 
desire  is,  that  the  minds  of  God's  people  may  be 
settliKi,  whose  only  aim  and  desire  is,  that  they, 
under  the  shadow  of  his  majesty's  government, 
may  enjuy  the  ordinances  of  Christ  in  power 
and  purity,  as  they  are  established,  which  will 
encourage  all  of  us  (as  in  duty  we  are  always 
bound)  to  pray  for  his  majesty's  long  and  pros- 
perous reign  over  us,  and  for  the  aflluence  of 
divine  grace  and  blessings  to  be  poured  out  upon 
his  royul  person  and  family,  and  upon  youi 
lordshius  and  your  families  for  ever. 

Mr.  l*F.Tr.i.  tiuwiv.,  ^VovVx^xuT. 

Mr.    llOBE&T  1\\:ST1.K,  C\.  v^o  t«WY.«T%* 
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i««i  nkjtkt  avoid  all  oflence,  and  tfaexe- 
fore  they  have  not  at  all  appeared 
publicly  in  matters  of  their  very  near  concern- 
ment, but  have  contented  themselves  with 
some  overtures,  given  in  to  some  in  private, 
which  we  find  have  come  to  your  lordship's 
hands;  yet  they  are  not  without  fears  that 
religion  may  sufier  very  much  prejudice  at 
this  time,  there  being  already  some  motions 
for  repealing  the  act  1640^  establishing  pre»- 
byterian  government,  and  abolishing  epia- 
copocy.  The  public  roisters  of  the  church 
being  called  for  to  be  perused  by  the  clerk 
of  register,  or  his  majesty's  advocate,  (before 
an  assembly  be  called,  to  redress  by  them- 
selves what  disorders  have  been  during  the 
heat  of  troubles)  of  purpose,  as  would  ap- 
pear, to  render  the  government  hateful,  upon 
the  account  of  some  actings  in  times  of  dis- 
traction and  animosity ;  if  not  also  to  render 
the  body  of  honest  men  (who  have  been  in 
those  judicatories)  obnoxious ;  so  that  there 
will  be  no  difference  betwixt  those  who  have 
stood  in  the  gap,  for  many  years  of  sore 
trouble,  and  others. 

**  Those  things  lying  so  sad  upon  the 
spirits,  not  of  a  few  only,  but  of  all  honest 
men,  who  have  occasion  to  know  of  them^  as 
they  cannot  see  how  that  course  contributes 
to  the  good  of  his  majesty's  afl&irs,  more 
than  to  their  particular  satis&ction  in  con- 
science, and  in  pursuance  thereof  are  using 
all  prudent  and  fit  means  to  prevent  those 
feared  dangers,  by  dealing  with  those  who 
have  power;  so  we  could  not  omit  to  ac- 
quunt  your  lordship  also  with  it,  that  by 
your  prudent  and  effectual  moving,  some- 
what may  come  fi^nn  thence,  to  stop  that 
course;  lest  otherwise  it  overspread,  and 
not  only  involve  them  in  hazard,  who  ex- 
pected no  such  thing,  (yea,  arc  persuaded  of 
his  majesty's  royal  inclination  to  the  con- 
trary) but  will  bring  prejudice  to  that  which 
is  more  dear  to  them  than  any  their  particu- 
lar and  personal  concernments,  and  provoke 
him  to  displeasure,  who  is  a  dreadful  party. 

"  As  to  what  concerns  his  majesty ;  honest 
men's  suflferings,  and  their  serious  ende^ 
vonrs,  by  all  duties  proper  to  them  in  their 
stations,  for  his  restitution,  and  their  cordial 
rejoicing  in  the  bringing  about  of  so  long  de- 
sired a  mercy,  and  their  care  to  walk  mo- 
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destly  when  they  are  mider  ao  many  kan^ 
may,  we  hope^  tpwak  their  loyalty.  And  m 
your  lordship  may  pcroove,  by  the  overtma 
given  in,  they  are  moat  dear  in  ataerting  his 
majesty's  supreme  power  in  all  chil  causes, 
and  that  the  power  foonally  dvii  about  ee- 
desiastical  affiiirB,  which  is  competent  to  any 
christian  magistrate,  doth  duly  belong  to 
him,  and  shall  be  dieerfiilly  submitted  unto^ 
and  acknowledged  by  every  one  of  them. 
And  what  hath  psoed  in  the  times  of 
trouble,  which  hath  been  ofifmave,  if  a  gen- 
eral assembly  be  called,  and  allowed  fireedom, 
(which  is  humbly  and  earnestly  desired  thst 
it  may  be  done  with  the  first)  they  will  be 
careful  so  to  recognosco  those  proceedings 
(the  religion  established  being  always  pre- 
served) as  may  satisfy  his  majesty,  and  tsks 
away  all  cause  of  ofibnce.  And  we  think  it 
will  be  more  for  his  majesty's  honour,  thst 
an  assembly  do  it  by  themselves,  (which  is 
the  real  purpose  of  all  honest  men)  thsa 
that  others  do  it  for  them  in  a  more  vio- 
lent way.  Though  probably  the  appe8^ 
ing  of  some  few  ministers  now,  of  whom  little 
hath  been  heard  before,  and  the  ulence  snd 
modesty  of  others,  may  give  ground  to  sp* 
prehend,  that  the  change  of  our  established 
government  may  be  brought  about,  without 
difficulty  or  stop ;  yet  your  lordship  may  be 
assured,  that  honest  men,  fixed  in  their  prin- 
ciples concerning  religion,  and  sensible  of 
the  obligations  that  are  upon  thdr  coo- 
sciences,  cannot  but  bear  testimony  against 
such  a  current  of  defection,  as  would  involve 
us  in  the  hazard  of  the  divine  displeasure. 
And  though  they  have  studied  to  walk 
modestly  (and  their  resting  upon  his  ma- 
jesty's gracious  letter,  assuring  them  of  no 
violation  of  the  government,  did  much  satis^ 
and  secure  them)  yet  to  our  knowledge^ 
many  presbyteries  are  ready  to  bear  witnesi 
by  supplication  against  the  change  of  goven^ 
ment,  if  it  be  attempted. 

^  Your  lordship's  zeal  for  the  good  of  hii 
majesty's  affidrs,  your  love  to  your  mother 
church,  and  the  ordinances  of  Christ  in  her, 
and  your  tender  respects  to  many  honest 
men  who  will  suffer  much,  if  not  prevented, 
do  persuade  us,  that  you  will  interpose  with 
his  majesty  for  some  speedy  prevention  ot 
\  (cared  crnV^  b^  ^grevcnting  any  prgudice  to 
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d  the  denm  propounded  in  the  ofer- 
■od  the  diau^t  of  an  act  sent  aftcr- 
;  bjrcalliqg  a  general  aaaenUy,  aooofd- 
» tke  animadvenions  humbly  offered  to 
[flfdflhip  upon  the  declaration  conoen- 
;;  by  causing  forbear  to  meddle  ivith 
jgisten  of  die  laxk,  till  the  general  as- 
y  in  the  first  instance  take  some  oonrse 
t  things  in  order,  and  by  presenring 
t  men  firom  inconveniences,  who  mind 
thing,  but  to  get  liberty  to  serve 
to  his  will,  and  their  engage- 
1^  under  his  majesty's  authority.  Our 
lence  that  your  lordship  doth  seriously 
this  so  needful  a  work,  makes  us  spare 
B  any  motives.  The  little  advantage  it 
flbrd  to  any  lawful  interest,  (and  we  are 
the  grief  it  will  be  to  your  lordship)  to 
onest  and  peaceable  men,  and  a  woric 
od  in  their  hands,  crushed,  will  bo  of 
It  to  persuade  you  to  endeavour  to  pre- 
iL  And  we  not  only  h(^>e,  but  are 
lent,  that  when  it  ifiall  be  considered, 
mudi  it  will  advance  his  majesty's 
S  that  things  be  thus  settled,  to  die 
action  and  comfort  of  all  good  men ;  it 
le  accounted  special  good  service  to  hu 
ity,  to  promove  so  good  a  design.  We 
See. 

Information,  Mardi  1661. 

After  our  manifold  distractions,  and 
ms  afflictions  under  the  heavy  yoke  of 
sng  oppressors,  it  pleased  the  Lord  in 
«e  and  undeserved  goodness,  to  look 
oar  low  condition,  and  to  visit  us  with 
oous  deliverance,  by  the  wonderful  and 
unpled  restitution  of  our  dear  and  dread 
efgn,  the  king's  majesty,  unto  the  throne 
I  three  kingdoms,  which  was  to  us  a 
rection  from  the  dead,  and  a  command- 
r  dry  bones  to  return  unto  life  again, 
nirade  of  mercy  the  Lord  accompuiied 
a  refreshing  shower  upon  his  inherit- 
bere,  by  moving  the  royal  heart  of  his 
oa  majesty  to  make  known  to  the  pres- 
ea  of  this  national  kirk,  his  fixed  pur- 
bo  preserve  inviolable  die  government 
I  laA  here  settled  by  law,  whereby  the 
\  of  all  honest  ministers  were  cxceed- 
BDCoonged  to  lay  out  tbemselvefl^  onto 


the  utmoat  of  their  power,  in  their   |^, 
statioBs,  for  advancing  his  nuyesty^s 
intereat  in  the  affisctions  of  his  people,  which 
they  wen  caicfiil  in  the  daikest  times  to 
hold  up  in  their  peofde's  hearta. 

**  This  assurance  firom  so  royal  a  hand, 
whose  heart  was  inured  to  oonstanqr  through 
all  his  unheard  of  hardships,  made  all  the 
lovers  of  tlie  established  order  of  this  kirk 
rejoice  in  tiie  Lord,  and  mi^gnify  his  una 
for  so  rich  a  mercy,  and  pnmnae  unto  them- 
sdves  security  fiom  any  trouble  that  nught 
flow  firom  the  change  of  our  kiric  constitn- 
tion,  which  is  dearer  to  them  than  all  dieir 
other  enjoyments;  and  though  they  be  some- 
what starUed  by  the  rumoured  noise  of  a 
designed  change^  and  yet  more  by  some  hints 
at  the  removal  of  the  kiw  of  the  knd,  that 
establisheth  the  same,  yet  they  cannot  so^ 
fer  it  to  enter  into  their  hearts,  that  hb 
majesty  hath  any  knowledge  of,  or  giveth 
any  allowance  to  any  chaqge  at  all  in  the 
matten  of  our  doctrine^  worship^  discqiline, 
and  government. 

**  Our  single-hearted  confidence  upon 
that  hu  majesty's  gradous  declaration,  and 
our  tenderness  to  do  any  thing  that  mi^t 
savour  of  the  least  degree  of  distrusting  tlie 
same^  hadi  prevailed  with  honest  ministers 
to  keq>  silence,  and  not  to  make  a  noise  by 
public  addresses  and  snpfdications  unto  the 
high  and  hononrsUe  court  of  parliament, 
and  to  content  ourselves  with  presenting 
private  informations  to  my  lord  commissioner 
his  grsce :  yet  we  would  not  have  this  to 
be  interpreted  as  any  diffidence  of  the  canae^ 
or  as  though  we  were  willing  to  recede  from 
the  estid)lished  government  of  this  Imk,  or 
were  afraid  to  own  the  same  in  an  orderiy 
way, 

**  It  is  the  earnest  denre  of  all  honest 
ministers,  that  after  the  pariiament,  there 
may  be  a  general  assemUy  called,  according 
to  the  settled  order  of  this  kiris,  wherein, 
thef  are  confident,  diere  will  be  an  efifectual 
course  taken  for  remedying  all  the  evils,  and 
removing  all  the  unsound  prindples,  and 
irregular  practices, which  they  know,and  do 
acknowledge  to  have  crept  in  during  the 
late  troubles  and  distractions.  They  are  no 
less  confident,  that  his  majesty  shall  receive 
therd>y  aH  ta^sfiuldoii  m 
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.^.    dieerftil  ittribntiiig  to  hu  mtjettj 
all  that  any  Christian  i»iiioe  am  re- 
quire in  reason  of  dutiful  subjects,  reserri^g 
only  to  them  the  established  doctrine,  wor- 
ship, discipline,  and  goremment. 

"  If  there  happen  to  be  a  change  made  in 
the  settled  government,  (which  the  Ood  of 
heaven  forbid,  and  we  are  loath  to  allow 
oursdves  the  aiqjrehendon  thereof,  upon  the 
account  before  mentioned),  there  is  none 
likelier  to  taste  so  soon  of  trouble  and  vezp 
ation  therdiy,  as  some  fiuthfiil  ministers, 
who  have  been  sufferers  upon  the  king's  in- 
terest, and  have  been  active  instruments  in 
kequng  it  up  in  the  hearts  of  pec^le,  in  the 
daikest  time  of  its  eclipse,  and  were  the 
main,  if  not  the  only  men,  that  most  with- 
stood the  practices  and  principles  of  such  as 
opposed  the  same :  therefore  it  is  confidently 
expected,  that  his  majesty  will  be  graciously 
pleased,  speedily  to  interpose  himself  and 
forbid  any  change  of  kirk  government,  since 
he  hath  been  well  pleased  to  give  hopes  of  a 
free  general  assembly,  wherein  all  disorders 
may  be  redressed,  snd  his  majesty  may  re> 
ceive  all  desirable  salis&ction  of  this  kirk's 
hearty  affection  to  his  royal  interest  and 
authority. 

«  It  hath  been  the  lot  of  fiuthfiil  ministere 
in  all  times,  to  be  misrepresented  unto 
authority,  and  to  be  wronged  by  misinfor- 
mation, under  which  we  ourselves  have  la- 
boured ere  now,  and  therefore  may  fear  that 
we  are  not  now  altogether  free  of  the  same, 
so  long  as  we  abide  constant  for  the  govern- 
ment of  this  kirk,  which  is  our  firm  resoliip 
tion  in  the  strength  of  the  Lord :  but  it  is 
our  comfort  against  this,  that  his  majesty's 
princely  disposition  will  not  permit  any 
such  informations  to  take  impression  upon 
his  royal  heart,  before  he  take  due  trial 
what  truth  is  in  them,  and  acquaint  those 
that  are  concerned,  that  they  may  clear 
themsdves. 

"  It  is  possible,  reports  may  be  going 
there,  as  if  the  plurality  of  ministers  here, 
were  hankering  after  episcopacy,  and  look- 
ing towards  it :  but  we  cannot  imagine  that 
such  surmises  will  be  believed  by  under- 
standing men,  who  have  any  acquaintance 
with  the  state  of  this  kirk,  to  which  that 
^JTupticm  of  govenment,  and  other  cor- 
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rnptioiiB  m  worship,  whoreCo  it  made  iraj» 
have  been  a  burden,  whereof  they  weremoit 
desirous  to  be  fived,  and  which  they  will 
never  willingly  take  on  again,  being  nov 
firee  firom  it,  and  engi^ged  to  the  contrvy, 
by  the  oath  of  Ood:  yet  lest  it  ahouhi  take 
with  any,  we  know  and  hear  but  of  a  voy 
few,  w1k>  have  appeared  to  have  a  look  U^ 
wards  that  side,  and  those  such  aa  were  not 
ofgreatreputatioDin  tius  kirk;  and  whaU 
ever  they  had.  It  is  much  diminished  in  the 
opinion  of  all  that  look  indifferently  oo 
things,  upon  the  very  account  of  their  waijh 
ii^  off*  toward  that  way ;  and  they  are  looked 
upon  as  men  ready  to  shift  thdr  sails,  that 
they  may  be  before  the  wind,  whatsoever 
way  they  conceive  it  is  likely  to  blow.  And 
we  can  further  assuredly  affirm,  that  tht 
generality  of  the  pred[>yteries  of  this  bac^ 
have  returned  their  hearty  satis&ction  with 
his  majesty's  letter,  either  to  his  majesty's 
secretary,  or  to  the  presbyteiy  of  EdSa- 
burgfa ;  and  we  doubt  not  but  the  rest  would 
have  done  the  like^  it  the  distance  had  nOt 
denied  them  the  opportunity. 

**  It  may  be  supposed  by  some,  that  it  ii 
good  service  to  his  majesty  to  overturn  the 
government  of  this  kirk,  firom  the  very 
foundations ;  but  we  humbly  conceive  that 
his  majesty  will  have  far  other  thoughts  of 
the  matter,  not  only  on  the  account  of  lui 
gracious  declaration  to  the  presbyteries  of 
this  kirk,  but  also  because  he  doth  undoubt- 
edly esteem  that  to  be  the  best  service  en 
be  done  to  lum,  which  doth  most  d^i^the 
affections  of  his  subjects  unto  him,  and  en- 
dear his  government  unto  them :  for  which 
there  can  be  no  more  efficacious  mean,  thsa 
that  they  still  enjoy  the  gospel  of  the  Soo 
of  Ood,  the  purity  of  worshq),  and  the  sioi- 
plidty  of  kirk  government,  which  they  do 
enjoy  under  the  refreshing  shadow  of  their 
lawful  sovereign,  and  secured  to  them  bf 
his  laws* 

"  There  want  not  strenuous  endeavoun 
of  some,  to  rake  into  all  the  proceediqgs  d 
our  kirk,  in  the  times  of  heat  and  animosi- 
ties, thereby  to  render  the  government  hst^ 
ful,  notwithstanding  that  the  judicatories  of 
the  kirk,  have  by  their  practices,  those  tea 
years  bygone,  witnessed,  that  whatever 
done  or  declared  in  times  of  co!j 
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Ae^  were  80  fiir  from  judging  those  to  be 

their  prindples,  that  upon  a  right  under- 

■tamding  betwixt  his  nugesty  and  his  people^ 

they  were  careful  to  rectify  those  thuqgs, 

and  60  to  act  for  his  majestyy  and  their 

ODontry's  service^  as  might  witness  their 

honest  intentions  and  desires,  even  in  the 

beat  oi  debates.    And  when  for  this  their 

iiddity  and  honesty,  they  have  been  all  this 

while  traduced  by  some  among  ourselves,  as 

making  defection  from  their  principles,  and 

they  by  their  apologies  and  vindications  have 

deared  their  own  integrity,  it  is  hoped  his 

majesty  will  not  allow  those  things  to  be 

hacktraced,  at  least  till  he  hear  them  speak 

far  themselves  and  their  motherJdrir;  and 

tey  are  hqpeful  to  wipe  off  all  the  asper- 

BOOS  and  calumnies  that  are  frequently  and 

BDJnstly  cast  upon  the  kirii  and  honest 


Bl 


I  am  qyt  to  think  this  information,  and 

Ae  papers  I  have  been  inserting,  are  of  the 

Rvoend  Mr.  Dougks's  drawing;  and  they 

flfour  mach  of  his  prudence  and  solidity. 

Ibe  reader  will  perceive  those  proposals  are 

awle^  and  such  considerations  and  argu- 

■enta  used,  as  probably  would  have  weight 

at  this  juncture,  and  with  the  persons  he  is 

^eaBng  with ;  and  this  is  all  the  length  they 

coold  go  in  their  inmiediate  applications  to 

Ifae  government,  considering  present  dr- 

tiiimaiHuu*0m.    Aud  luui  uot  the  managers 

been  resolved  to  please  the  high-fliers  in 

fcigl^wulj  to  follow  Mr.  Sharp's  ambitious 

^fi^ggMi,  and   cany  through  thdr  project 

over  all  reason,  gratitude^  and  justice,  they 

Qoold  not  have  stood  out  against  such  plain 

«id  home  dealing.    Thus  the  reader  hath 

•ome  view  of  the  efforts  of  the  ministers  of 

EAabra^  at  this  juncture^  with  persons 

mostly  engaged. 

By  the  time  the  synods  met  in  April  and 
Msy,  the  parliament  were  fiir  through  their 
«rork;  now  the  keys  were  changed,  and 
every  reflecting  person  bc^gan  to  suspect  die 
house  was  to  be  rifled;  and  so  in  all  the 
cutuers  of  the  church,  ministers  endeavoured 
to  do  somewhat,  and  great  was  the  opposi- 
tion they  met  with;  which  brings  me  to 
1^  some  account  of  what  was  done  by 
synods  at  this  juncture,  and  their  violent 
tfeatment,  as  fiff  as  Darratives  hsuve  come  to 
aa/jrhaad. 


The  synod  of  Olaagow  and  Ayr  j^. 
convened  April  2d,  and  when  they 
came  to  consider  the  present  state  of  the 
church,  they  generally  agreed,  it  was  their 
duty,  in  this  time  of  the  church's  danger,  to 
supplicate  the  parliament ;  and  accordingly  a 
conunittee  was  named  to  form  an  address  and 
supplication  for  a  new  securityto  reUg^  and 
this  church,  when  the  old  fences  were  fost 
removing.  And  Mr.  WHliam  Guthrie  read 
from  the  committee,  a  draft  of  an  address, 
which  was  generally  satisfying  to  the  mem- 
bers, but  the  generality  were  ovemiled: 
some  worthy  men  of  the  resoludoners,  bat 
especially  such  as  were  gaping  after  a  bidi- 
opric,  vehemently  opposed  the  supplication, 
and  threatened  to  dissent,  such  as  Mr. 
James  Hamilton,  minister  at  Cambusnethan, 
afterward  bishop  of  Galloway,  Mr.  Robert 
Wallace  at  Barnwell,  afterward  bishop  of 
the  Isles,  and  the  correspondent  from  the 
synod  of  Lothian,  Mr.  James  Ramsay,  first 
dean  of  Hamilton,  and  afterward  bishop  of 
Dumbkne.  These  gentlemen  did  not  so 
much  oppose  the  draft  read,  or  petitioning 
in  the  general,  as  the  seasonableness  of  sup- 
plicating in  the  present  circumstances ;  and 
ui^ged  the  synod's  adjourning  to  a  short  and 
new  diet  They  alleged  the  west  of  Scot- 
land was  jealoused  (suspected),  and  ill 
looked  on  by  many  in  power;  that  they  did 
not  as  yet  know  the  practice  of  other  synods, 
and  so  it  would  be  much  better  to  delay  for 
a  short  time,  till  they  saw  what  other  synods 
did.  Such  as  were  for  supplicating,  could 
have  easily  outvoted  them ;  yet  considering 
that  without  harmony  and  unanimity,  their 
address  would  lose  much  of  its  weight,  they 
yielded  to  the  adjournment  of  the  synod  for 
a  month. 

Meanwhile,  as  a  present  exoneration  of 
their  consciences,  they  agreed  unanimously 
upon  the  following  declaration,  and  none 
were  more  forward  in  it,  than  the  members 
just  now  named,  who  in  a  few  months  be- 
came prelates. 

DedaraHon  of  (he  iynodafOUugow  concern^ 
ing  the  pretent  government  of  the  chwrA  of 
SopOand,  AprU  4/A,  1661. 

**  Whereas  there  is  a  scandal,  as  if  some 
ministers  in  this  d\uxcYi,YaATD»i\«^w^«K^ 
intending  to  midu  de£ecl\oiv  (tom^e  ^^mstic 
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.^1  ment  of  the  duiich  of  Sootknd,  to 
prdatical  episcopacy ;  therefore  the 
whole  synod,  and  every  member  thereof  do 
willingly  declare,  that  they  arc  fixed  in  the 
doctrine^  discipline,  worship,  and  chnrch 
government,  by  sessions,  presbyteries, 
synods,  and  general  assemblies,  as  it  is  now 
professed  and  practised  within  tins  church ; 


and  that  they  are  resolved,  by  the  grace  of  require  and  call  for;  we  also  find  it  incm- 


mhibitioii,  the  conBtitiidng  oviraelTes  into  t 
synod;  yet  lest  we  should  be  fiMmdwanliBg 
in  the  dischaige  of  the  duty  we  owe  to  ov 
Lord  and  MHter  Jesus  Christ,  who  hsdi 
given  power  to  the  numsten  of  the  go^ 
to  meet  in  their  respective  judicatoriee^  m 
the  edification  of  die  congregations  cob- 
mitted  to  their  overact  doth  pctcsssriiy 


God,  so  to  remain.  And  because  divers  of 
the  members  are  absent,  therefore  the  synod 
recommends  it  to  the  several  presbyteries  to 
require  the  same  of  them.*' 

To  this  all  the  members  present  person- 
ally assented.  The  distinction  of  prelatical 
episcopacy,  and  the  omitting  of  the  obliga^ 
tion  of  the  covenants,  grieved  many ;  and 
when  this  last  was  urged,  Sir.  James  Hamil- 
ton threatened  not  to  concur.  Thus  the 
desire  of  unammity  among  diemselves,  made 
it  pass  pro  ioMto,  and  the  synod  adjourned 
unto  the  second  Tuesday  of  May.  At 
which  time  the  mimsters  came  to  Glasgow. 
But  when  they  were  about  to  convene  in 
the  synod-house,  they  were  dischaiged,  in  a 
proclamation  from  the  cross,  by  orders  firom 
Ids  majesty's  commissioner,  to  meet,  as  be- 
ing on  adjourned  meeting,  and  not  warranted 
by  law.  Providence  is  just  and  righteous, 
in  depriving  of  opportunities  of  doing  good, 
when  duty  is  not  fallen  into  in  its  season. 
However,  the  ministers  in  town  convened  in 
Mr.  Ralph  Roger's  house  there,  to  consider 
what  was  fit  now  to  be  done;  and  after 
some  deliberation  they  drew  up,  and  com- 
missioned three  of  their  number  to  go  to 
Edinburgh,  with  the  following  supplication 
and  representation, 

'  To  his  grace  his  Majcsly*s  High  Comms- 

"  Humbly  sheweth, 

^  That  whereas  your  grace,  for  reasons 
best  kno^n  to  yourself,  hath  been  pleased 
to  interdict  this  adjourned  meeting  of  our 
synod  of  Glasgow  and  Ayr,  as  illegal  and 
unwarrantable  by  the  laws  of  this  kingdom ; 
we  judged  it  our  duty,  to  testify  the  due  re- 
spect we  owe  to  the  supreme  magistrate, 
whom  the  Lord  in  his  good  providence  hath 
set  over  us,  to  forbear,  in  obedience  to  your 


bent  upon  us,  a  considerable  number  of  n^ 
the  members  of  this  synod  of  Glasgow  mA 
Ayr,  having  come  to  meet  in  a  synod,  and 
b^ng  now  occasionally  in  providence  cHt 
together,  to  rignify  to  your  grace,  that  aswi 
are  hopefiil,  whatever  may  be  your  graeA 
apprehensions  of  the  inconveniency  of  oar 
meeting  at  this  time,  it  is  not  the  intent  e( 
your  grace's  proclamation  to  declare  thrt 
our  synod  can  at  no  time  warrantaUy  mefll^ 
whatever  be  the  necessity  of  the  dnrck 
within  our  bounds,  but  twice  in  the  yev: 
so  we  do  humbly,  and  with  all  doe  raped 
and  reverence  to  our  sovereign,  the  Idi^ 
majesty,  and  your  grtce  his  hig^  commit 
sioner,  seriously  testify,  that  our  forbearing 
to  meet  in  a  synod  at  this  time,  in  obefr 
ence  to  your  grace's  prohibitioii,  dodi  not 
import  our  yidding  that  the  provincial  as- 
semblies of  this  church  have  no  pioyiaad 
power  to  meet,  when  the  edification  of  the 
church  doth  call  for  it,  even  oftener  dM 
twice  a  year.    All  which  we  have  desired 
our  reverend  brethren,  Mr.  Patrick  Colv^ 
moderator  in  our  synod  at  the  last  meeliq 
thereof,  Mr.  Hugh  Blair,  minister  at  iSm 
gow,  and  Mr.  James   Stirling^  minister  ai 
Paisley,  humbly  to  represent  to  your  gnnei 
which  we  persuade  ourselves  will  not  oal] 
not  be  offensive  to  your  grace,  but  will  In 
constructed  a  piece  of  necessarily  called  fo 
exoneration  of  ministers  of  the  goq)el,  wiM 
desire  to  be  found  fiuthfiiL"     Accordiqgjl] 
those  three  persons  vrent  to  Edinburgh,  anc 
presented  the  minister's  petition  and  re|m 
sentation  to  the  commissioner,  but  had  « 
return.    And  there  were  no  more  synodsO 
presbyterian  ministers  in  Gla^ow,  till  Sep 
tember,  1687. 

The  provincial  synod  of  Fife  met  fike 
wise  in  the  beginning  of  April,  at  St.  An 
drews ;  and  the  hazard  of  the  church  beini 
very  evident,  they  unanimously  resolved  t 


gnce,  bis  nutjcsty's  hijgh  commissioner,  your  \  \K:l\\AOii  xVve  ^ox^oasfiieDX  lot  «l  tcw  wi^  rati 


CHAP.  II.] 

fying  religion,  and  tiie  privil<^ge8  of  the 
church.    The  draft  agreed  upon  follows. 

Tb  &it  grace  his  majesty* t  high  comffdssioner, 
and  the  high  and  honourable  court  of  par^ 
Uamemtf  the  humble  petition  of  the  synod  of 
Tlfe^  convened  at  St,  Andrews,  April,  1661. 

**  That  whereas  the  honourable  court  of 
parliament  hath    judged  the   parliaments, 
(thou^t  to  have  been  such)  held  in  the 
years  1639  and  1640,  to  be  null,  and  of  no 
Hthority  in  themselves,  and  by  this  means, 
an  acts  ratifying  the  reformed  religion,  as  it 
ii  now  received,  professed,  and  practised  in 
this  kiric  and  kingdom,  in  all  the  parts  and 
heads  thereof,  viz.  doctrine,  worship,  church 
government,  and  discipline,  and  rescinding 
lU  acts  of  preceding  parliaments,  contrary 
to  some  parts  of  the  reformed  religion,  par- 
ticularly some  matters  of  the  worship  of 
God,  and  government  of  the  church,  as  all 
odier  acts  therein  made,  are  become  void, 
nd  of  no  force;  so  those  acts  of  former  par- 
finnents,  by  those  acts  now  made  void,  arc 
ipso  facto  revived  and  restored  to  the  autho- 
rity of  standing  laws.    And  albeit  it  be  not 
eonqpetent  to  us,  and  is  very  far  from  our 
llioa^ts  to  judge  of  the  validity,  or  invali- 
dity of  any  parliament,  or  acts  of  parliament, 
lids  being  a  thing  properly  belonging  to  his 
B^esty  and  the  high  court  of  parliament ; 
yet  being,  by  dear  convincing  li^t,  per- 
mded  in  our  consciences,  that  the  reformed 
Ri|^on,  in  all  the  parts  of  it,  doctrine,  wor- 
iap,  government,  and  discipline,  received, 
pKilessed,  and  practised  at  present  within 
(Us  lurk  and  kingdom,  is  grounded  upon, 
aod  warranted  by  the  word  of  God  revealed 
k  the  holy  scripture;  and  knowing  how 
peat  amercy  and  blessing  it  is  to  the  church 
of  Christ,  that  true  religion,  in  the  profession 
lad  practice  thereof  be  ratified,  confirmed 
%id  established  by  the  authority  and  laws  of 
Ae  noag^trate,  who  is  the  nursing  &ther  of 
the  church,  and  protector  of  religion;  and 
that  there  be  no  laws  of  his  standing  against 
the  true  religion,  in  any  part  thereof:  where- 
bre  we  find  ourselves  bound,  as  the  servants 
)f  Christ,  with  all  loyal  and  humble  submis- 
Mi  of  heart  to  his  sacred  majesty's  autho- 
jtj,  and  his  high  and  honourable  court  of 
Mkriisment,  to  supplicate  and  b^  for  the 
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Lord's  sake,  that  your  grace  his  ma-  .^ . 
jesty's  h]^  commissioner,  and  this 
higti  court  of  parliament,  may  be  pleased  to 
enact  now  a  law,  ratifying,  confirming,  and 
establishing  the  reformed  religion,  at  present 
received,  professed,  and  practised  in  this 
kirk  and  kingdom,  in  doctrine,  worship, 
government,  and  discipline,  which  will  not 
be  unacceptable  to  our  dread  sovereign,  the 
king's  majesty,  as  we  are  hopeful,  having 
had  by  his  majesty's  letter  to  the  presbytery 
of  Edinburgh,  a  declaration  of  his  gracious 
resolution  concerning  this  matter.  It  will 
be  a  refreshing  mercy  to  the  people  of  Qod 
in  this  kingdom,  and  procure  from  them 
abundant  praises  unto  God«  and  prayers  for 
blessings  from  heaven  upon  your  lordship, 
and  will  exceedingly  enlaige  the  hearts  of  us 
who  arc  ministers  of  Christ,  to  teach,  in- 
struct, and  exhort  the  people  of  Ood  within 
our  charge,  to  all  loyalty  and  obedience  to 
his  majesty,  all  submissivencss  and  subjec- 
tion to  his  government,  and  obedience  to  all 
having  authority  from  him ;  which  also  we 
are  resolved  to  exhort  them  to,  and  to  prac- 
tise ourselves,  by  the  Lord's  grace,  however 
it  shall  be  with  us,  and  whatsoever  exercise 
it  shall  please  the  Lord  to  put  us  to." 

Jointly  with  this  supplication,  the  synod 
designed  a  warning  and  admonition  to  the 
people  under  their  charge ;  wherein,  afVer  a 
full  declaration  of  their  loyalty  to  the  king, 
and  thdr  abhorrence  of  the  English  usurpa- 
tion, they  show  their  resolution  of  standing 
by  the  doctrine,  worship,  government,  and 
discipline  of  the  church,  declare  against  pro- 
lacy,  and  admonish  thdr  people  to  be  con- 
stant in  Ood's  way,  and  to  be  much  in  re- 
pentance. They  were  not  permitted  fully 
to  finish  this  paper ;  but  the  draf):  of  it,  as 
it  came  from  the  conmiittcc,  to  which,  no 
doubt,  the  synod  would  have  agreed,  with 
very  little  alteration,  I  have  inserted  below.  * 


*  A  seasonable  word  of  necessary  exhortation 
and  admonition,  by  the  synod  of  Fife,  convened 
at  St.  Andrews,  the  8d  of  AprO,  1G61,  to  all 
the  people  of  God  within  their  charge. 

Many  and  divers  have  been  toe  tempta- 
tions and  trials  of  the  church  of  God,  from 
the  bttfinniug  even  unto  this  day,  our  holy 
Lord,  m  his  wisdom,  ordering  all  these  things 
for  manifesting  those  that  are  approviMl,  for 
clearing  of  his  truth,  \iUTgli\^  o(  ViVa  Vv<»]ai&  ^x^xsk 
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lg^.        Before  the  synod  had  formidly 

Toted  the  supplication,  and  finished 

the  warning,  they  were  interrupted  by  the  earl 


drom  and  corruption,  exercining  his  ■errants 
nud  people  in  a  noly  contending  for  tmth  and 
uiety,  against  the  speat  (flood)  of  evils  that  hath 
been  always  running  in  the  world,  and  for  the 
greater  advancemont  of  the  glory  of  his  power 
and  goodness,  in  prmrrviiig  and  giving  outgate 
in  end  to  his  afflicted  people  tomed  with  t(*nipest. 
And  DOW  (right  worthy,  and  dearly  beloved  in 
the  Lord)  the  conceniments  of  religion,  and  the 
woric  of  God  in  this  land,  being  under  apparent 
hazard,  sad  trials  likely  to  ensue,  unless  the 
merer  of  God,  and  piety  and  justice  of  our 
dread  Mrrereign,  using  his  authority  for  God, 
avert  thi  same,  we  were  most  unfaithful,  if  we 
should  D«t  at  such  a  time  (when  prelacy,  with 
the  dangerous  attendants  there<if,  (of  which  this 
church  hath  hod  Kid  experienc**)  is  like  to  be 
introduced  again  amongst  us)  declare  our  con- 
stant resolutions,  according  to  the  tie  that  lies 
upon  iM,  by  the  authority  of  God,  and  our 
engagements  to  him,  and  give  timeous  warning 
to  you  the  people  of  God,  to  keep  your  gar- 
ments clean,  and  that  ye  may  not  be  led  away 
to  any  measure  of  accession  to  these  evilit,  where- 
unto  many  may  be  turning  aside.  We  know 
perfectly,  that  in  our  so  doiii^  we  shall  not 
csciipe  the  common  lot  of  faithful  humble  con- 
tenders for  the  truth,  and  be  represented  as 
iiiteiidinif  reflections  on  the  lawful  authority 
God  hath  set  over  us,  or  as  going  about  to  rai^ 
jiwlou^ies  and  disafTertioiis  in  the  people  towards 
them,  or  to  move  sedition  and  trouble;  and  it 
may  fall  out  that  none  be  more  ready  to  cast 
black  colours  upon  our  actiims,  than  men  of  our 
own  order  and  rank.  In  giving  this  our  faith- 
ful admonition  and  doclanition,  we  have  laid 
our  account  with  all  that  such  persons  can  load 
us  with,  and  much  more,  being  confident,  that 
the  constant  tenor  of  our  deeds  iiath  suificiently 
wiped,  and  shall  wipe  oif  all  such  unjust  asper- 
sions. We  have  our  witness  in  heaven,  and  a 
witness  every  one  of  us  within  us,  how  uiuch 
our  K(»uls  did  long  to  have  our  present  sovereign 
established  upon  the  throne  of  his  kingdom 
among  us,  (after  the  horrible  barborous  murder 
of  his  n»yal  father,  of  blessed  memory,  by  the 
Knglish  sectaries)  and  it  is  great  joy  to  our 
hearts,  that  God  blessed  us  with  fidelity  to  the 
king's  nuyesty,  in  a  very  dark  and  dangerous 
time,  in  the  year  1650,  when  we,  with  other 
faithful  subjects  through  the  land,  followed  our 
duty  to  his  majesty,  when  our  land  was  half 
subdued,  and  the  re^t  under  the  saddest  pres- 
sures ;  and  we  bless  God  that  at  that  time,  and 
until  this  day,  we  have  not  been  following  after 
the  unwarrantable  principles  and  practices  of 
sundry  in  this  land,  not  a  little  injurious  to 
liis  majesty's  just  right.  It  is  also  our  joy,  that 
under  ten  years'  bondage,  neither  the  real  cruel- 
ty, nor  seeming  civilities  of  usurpers,  have  pre- 
vailed to  debauch  our  loyalty  to  our  dread  sove- 
reign, in  whose  absence  we  sat  on  the  ground, 
as  a  widow  mourning  for  the  loss  of  her  hus- 
band. In  our  darkuess  we  wished  for  the  dawn- 
ing of  that  day»  when  the  Lord  shall  bring 
back  our  captivity,  and  restore  our  sovereign, 
that  under  his  shadow  we  might  rest ;  and  bow 
grmtly  we  were  effected  with  that  signal  work  of 
Ood,  (who  Im  wonderfal  In  counsel,  and  excel- 
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of  Rothesy  in  the  king's  name.  Him  th« 
commissioner  had  iqppointed  inspector,  Ti» 
tor,  or  commissioner,  I  do  know  what  name 


lent  in  working)  In  that  happy  restoratioa  ol 
his  mijesty,  what  pndses  were  rendered  to  Oti 
I  with  signal  cheertulneea,  will  not  soon  be  f» 
I  gotten  by  the  Lord's  people.  But  our  bent' 
were  more  confirmed  In  loyalty,  when,  at  oar  ImI 
meeting,  we  received  his  mi^ty'a  gradoos  Icdfl 
to  the  presbytery  of  £dinbiiiglk,  to  be  oommmi- 
cated :  a  letter  worthy  to  be  engraven  in  marftli 
or  in  gold,  wherein  his  mi^esty  dedara  hJnsil 
not  only  well  satisfied  with  tlie  carriage  of  thi 
gonerulity  of  the  mln  isten  of  Scotland,  in  the  tin 
of  trial ;  but  also,  to  prevent  jealouaiea  which  ■■] 
might  create  intlinminflnnfTrrll  mraningprnfl^ 
Is  pleased  to  give  us  assurance^  that,  by  UkegrM 
of  God,  his  mi^ieaty  resolves  to  disoountenaoei 
profanity, and  all  contemners  and  oppoacn  of  tti 
ordinances  of  the  gospel,  and  to  protect  and  ai» 
serve  the  government  of  the  kirk  of  ScotlamC^a 
it  waa  then  settled  by  law,  without  vioUtioii 
Which  letter,  so  graciously  neiit  to  us  by  ■■ 
sov:>relgn,  preventing  our  desires  to  express  fell 
royal  resolution,  as  to  the  maintenance  of  tti 
work  of  God  amongst  us,  we  look  upon  tai 
esteem  as  a  kind  of  nutgna  charta,  given  bi 
'  our  gracious  king  fur  our  church-order  aBi 
privileges.  And  as  in  our  letter,  dirertd 
from  us  at  our  last  meeting,  to  his  majes^ 
noble    secretary  for    Scotland,  to    be   hunfij 

K resented  in  our  name  to  his  maiesty's  ewi 
ands,  we  did  express  our  sense  of  God  s  mrvn 
to  us,  in  putting  such  a  thing  into  the  ki^ 
heart ;  so  shall  we  be  moat  loath  to  auifier  aocl 
thoughts  to  take  place  in  our  hearts,  as  if  ■ 
pious  and  ro>'al  a  resolution  were  to  be  aliefB 
upon  any  instance  whatsomever ;  and  we  wmk 
count  it  a  most  uiidutiful  part  in  us,  to  be  read] 
to  suggest  or  express  to  tke  peitple  of  God,  tb 
subjects  of  the  king,  any  fears  of  that  sort:  ba 
as  our  loyalty  in  former  times  hkath  iq^teand 
so  we  trust  that  our  carriage  upon  all  occasioM 
shall  argue  in  us  indelible  evidences  of  unst^mi 
loyalty  and  love  to  our  sovereign,  whma  w 
hf>uour  as  a  man  next  unto  God,  inferier  i 
none  but  God,  who  is  his  only  judge,  invHtai 
by  God  with  a  peerless  supremacy  over  all  pa* 
sons  and  ranks  of  persons,  within  his  maJMtf'i 
dominions,  the  chief  nurse-father  of  thechiirai 
and  keeper  of  both  tables  of  God*8  law,  the  sova 
reigu  protector  and  defender  of  the  worM| 
and  ordinances  of  God,  God's  vicegerent,  sent  bg 
him  to  bear  the  sword,  with  imperial  power  a 
punish  all  evil  deeds,  and  evil-doers  trevpaaim 
against  religion  and  viety,  or  moral  honcrty 
and  duties  that  man  doth  owe  to  man,  and  M 
put  every  one  in  his  dominions  to  the  doing  li 
their  duty  to  God  and  man,  the  supreme  d^ 
governor  of  all  persons,  and  In  all  causes  cMJ 
and  ecclesiastic ;  though  the  power  of  the  kffi 
of  spiritual  government  belongs  to  the  oflleen  d 
the  church,  appointed  by  Chnst :  in  a  word* « 
do  willincly  yield  whatsoever  that  pious  aai 
learned  divine.  Dr.  Usher,  attributes  to  tb 
king,  in  the  exposition  of  the  oath  of  suprenuKj 
for  which  he  waa  solemnly  thanked,  in  a  lells 
vet  extant  in  print,  by  that  leamedest  of  priooa 
king  James  of  blessra  memory,  who  knew  th 
bounds  of  royal  supremacy,  as  well  as  any  klB| 
on  earth :  no  less  do  we  acknowledge  to  be  da 
\tA  uur  MkNcteV^u  \»td  king  Charles,  that  w 
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to  give  to  this  new  and  eraatian  usurpation,    their  business,  and  commanded  si-    .^w.. 
to  watch  over  the  actings  of  that  synod;  and    lencc  in  the  king's  name,  and  re- 
he  came  in,  while  they  were  in  the  midst  of  quired  them  to  insist  no  more  upon  what 


may  for  erer  stop  the  mouths  of  theiie  who  iierk 

OQOwion   aicainat  us  in  thiii  matter,  aiid  may 

elemr  our  loyalty  m  with  a  sunbeam.     And  we 

appeal  to  the  great  God,  in  the  point  of  heaity 

loyalty  to  our  sovereign,  Uiuugh  wg  dare  not 

(and  we  know  he  wills  um  not)  in   the  least 

tUng  depart  from  the  known  mind  of  our  God, 

in  toe  matten  concerning  hitt  hnuse  and  wor- 

ahiOk     And  having   premised  this  us  a  guard 

antmst  mistakes,  we  aver  it  to  he  tlio  true  zeal 

«  our  hearts,  towards  the  muttern  of  our  God, 

his  bouse  and  worship,  tliat  hath  hud  a  necessity 

on  us  thus  to  declare  ourselves,  and  to  admonish 

the  people  of  God  in  our  charge,  without  any 

intention  of  wronging  lawful  authority,  whom, 

if  in  any  thing  to  he  enjoini'd,  we  nimiot  please 

widi  active  obedience,  we  hope  ihey  will  be 

irarlfTrS  by  our  passive  obedience,   which  we 

TCsolTie  to  yield,  as  our  God  «illeth  us,  rather 

Ik&i  to  ain  against  him.     Therefore,  we  declare 

to  you  the  Lord*s  people  in  our  cliarge,  whom  he 

hath  appointed  us  as  ministers  to  instruct,  that 

we  are  convinced,  that  prelacy  of  any  one,  with 

■afavity  of  pow^  and  jurisdiction  over  prcsby- 

tmes  and   churches,  hath    no  warrant    from 

Cluist  in  his  written  word,  which  we  are  pex- 

lOsded  is  a  perfect  sufficient  rule  of  religion, 

hskUng  forth  all  the  fundamentals  of  church 

ffffemment,  whereunto  belong  the  offices  and 

tflecn,  by  which   the    I>ord*8   people  are  to 

Bpcet  his  blessing;  it  being  certain  and  un- 

<iuhtBd,  that  no  s^ritual  efficacy  can  l)e  in  faith 

cne^ed  by  any  office  in  the  church,  or  any 

foer  religious  ordinance,  but  that  which  is 

M^ted  by  God  in  his  word,  but  is  contrary 

ttovto,  it  being  evident  that  our  Lord  Jesun 

Gkriat  hath  diKhax^ed  and  inhibited  all  such 

■^ority  among  the  ministers  of  his  church, 

lariai^  coosmltted  the  whole  parts  of  the  spirit- 

■1  government  thereof,  to  one  united  company 

tf  mien,  and  never  to  one  alone;  neither  did 

)k  uoetles,  when  they  are  pnro«weIy  mention- 

bfj,  in  their  writings,  the  officers  given   by 

Uilst  to  his  church,  ever  make  mention  of  any 

•eh  prelates  over  many  pastors  and  churches, 

tr  Of  his  priority  and  power,  or  work,  as  dis- 

Uttt  firom  tne  presbyters ;  but  do  always  speak 

tf  the  presbyter  and  bishop,  as  of  one  office 

mder  ^vers  names.     And  it  being  so  that  this 

iftca  hath  no  footing  in  divine  scripture,  it 

•S^rt  to  be  refused  and  rejected  by  those  who 

Wnr  themselves  to  be  bound  to  follow  the  rule, 

an  Mffaaman  but  of  divine  wisdom,  in  the  gov- 

Chimcflit  of  the  church  of  Christ.    And  although 

thoaa  ^rho  stand  in  opposition  to  us  in  this  point, 

4»  Bialie  a  great  noise  (to  anuoe  the  simple) 

Sbput  ■Btlqnlty,  and  the  primitive  times  of  the 

clorcbes  and  fathers,  as  if  they  all  stood  on 

t^iiir  side,  it  ought  not  to  stumble  the  people  of 

G«d,  Mciog  that  (were  it  no)  chriivtian  ron- 

•cfaneea,  wanting  the  warrant  of  the  word  to 

VtCtfOm  fidth  upon,  can  have  no  consistency  nor 

CifeBUiafament  upon  human  constitutions;  and 

IM  we  dare  plead  with  them  at  the  bar  of  pnn.'st 

StttlniitT,   nearest  the  times  of  the   apostles, 

iHk&t  the  chureh  remained  a  chaste  virgin,  and 

^«  emifldent,  that  for  some  hundreds  of  yi*ars 

aftar  the  apostles,  th^re  is  no  evidence  of  such  a 

■•  wo  r^}ect  and  plead  against ;  and  from 


history  we  ciui  make  a}>i>eiir,  that  there  was  no 
HUl-h  bishop  ill  our  own  church,  nioi-c  than 
thi'ee  huudi'ed  years  after  receiving  of  the  chria- 
tian  religion  lunong  us ;  but  wheiitrvcr  that  uffii*^ 
did  creep  in,  we  are  bold  to  affirm,  an  our  Lord 
said  in  another  case,  it  was  not  6o  from  the 
beginning. 

S{.  Next,  we  dechire  to  you  our  dear  people, 
our  own  resolutions,  by  tiie  t>tivngth  of  divine 
grace,  to  adhere  constuirtlv,  all  tiie  flu}'«  of  our 
life,  to  the  doctrine,  worKhip,  and  prrsi'iic  gov- 
ernment of  the  kirk  of  Scotland,  by  prcsbyterica, 
without  the  foresaid  prelacy  in  any  degree, 
imder  the  name  of  a  coni»tunt  moderator,  or 
what  else  s<N!ver,  which  we  have  renounced 
upon  the  »trongej«t  enforcements  of  nrripture 
authority  uiH>n  our  oxiiisciences,  and  »re  iu  that 
matter  under  an  indispensable  tie  of  a  solemn 
oath  to  God ;  and  although  we  ran  nut,  for  our 
consrientiouM  n-MiIutions,  expect  trouble-,  being 
under  the  protection  of  so  grariuus  a  sovereign, 
(to  whom  we  would  not  doubt  to  justify  the 
sincerity  of  our  hearts,  in  cleaving  to  that  which 
is  good,  had  we  the  opportunity  to  represent 
our  faithfulness  to  (ioii,  and  loyalty  to  hb 
majestv)  yet,  however,  in  thin  our  distance  from 
his  majesty,  we  should  meet  with  extremities  in 
our  duty,  we  shall  with  quietness  commit  our- 
selves and  cause  to  him  that  judgeth  righteously, 
resolving,  in  so  honourable  a  cause,  to  endure, 
throuffh  God's  strength,  whatsoever  trial  and 
hardship  it  may  please  the  Lord  to  exercise 
us  with. 

.S.  We  do,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus, 
exhort  you  the  people  of  God  in  our  charges, 
^which  we  shall  also  endeavour,  through  grace, 
for  our  parts)  speedily  to  renew  our  repentance 
for  our  untnankfulness  under  the  means  of 
grace,  neglect  and  contempt  of  the  gospel,  un- 
gospel-like  conversation,  fur  the  whirli  the  I^rd 
may  justly  remove  all  his  gusjiel  ordinances 
from  us,  and  plague  us  with  sundry  sorts 
of  iudgments,  pursuing  us  as  dry  stubble, 
until  we  were  consumed.  As  also  we  entreat 
that  ye  would  stand  fast  to  the  profession 
of  the  truth  of  Christ,  and  to  every  part  of 
it,  and  to  love  the  order  of  the  house  of 
Christ,  which  is  so  well  grounded  on  his  word, 
and  tends  so  much  to  the  advancement  of 
godliness,  and  the  glory  of  God,  not  making 
light  accounts  of  that  which  is  u  part  of  the 
truth  of  the  ffospel  aud  of  the  kingdom  of  Clirist, 
aAer  the  luKewarm  indifferency  of  too  many, 
in  the  holy  things  of  God.  We  are  pnsuaded 
better  things  of  you,  than  that  ye  should  be 
removed  from  your  steadfastness,  after  the 
shining  of  so  much  light,  after  so  strong  engage- 
ments to  the  Lord :  what  hon'ible  cuiltiness 
should  this  draw  on  us?  How  great  snould  our 
infamy  be  among  all  the  churches  of  Chrl^t? 
Whether  should  we  not  cause  our  shame  to  go 
for  our  unsteadfiutness  in  the  solemn  oath  of 
God  which  is  on  our  spirits,  in  a  luutter  nc.c 
only  lawful,  but  alstt  niH-essia'y  for  us  to  adheri- 
to,  having  so  inurh  light  in  it?  Remember  how 
diingeroiLs  backsliding  is;  what  bett4T  fruits 
can  be  looked  for  from  thtt  way  of  gnAHTniiieiit 
than  appeareii  among  us  ?  How  hiach  ;at'  we  Xa^ 
suifer  it  to  enter  \u  out  Vk«sjr\«,  v\\«x  \\\v&  ^asA 
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ififiO  ^'^  before  theniy  and  immediately 
to  depart.  Obedience  was  given, 
and  they  dismissed  themselves  presently. 
The  case  was  new,  they  were  perfectly  sur- 
prised, and  in  confusion ;  but  it  was  matter 
of  regret  to  many  of  them  afterwards,  that 
they  had  not  protested  against  so  plain  an 
invasion  of  the  liberties  of  Christ's  house.  * 
The  synod  being  thus  violently  raised,  the 
presbyteries  at  their  first  meeting  did  ap- 
prove of  what  they  got  not  finished  in  synod ; 
and  all  of  them,  in  a  very  solemn  manner, 
did  record,  and  declare  their  adherence  to 
the  principles  of  this  church,  in  their  several 
presbytery  books.  I  have  only  seen  an  ex- 
tract of  the  declaration  to  this  purpose,  by 
the  presbytery  of  Cupar ;  probably  they  were 
all  much  of  a  piece,  and  so  I  insert  it  here. 

Ai  Cupar,  April  18th,  1661. 

"  The  brethren  of  this  presbytery,  after 
serious  consideration  of  a  grievous  scandal, 
raised  upon  the  ministers  of  Scotland,  as  if 
they  were  fidling  firom  their  steadfiistness  in 


shall  make  the  fhiit  of  their  loosing  from  ten 
yearH*  bomlnge,  a  shakeliKMe  of  the  (^oTcniment 
of  Christ  ?  or,  that  food  patriot  or  people,  will 
embrace  that  which  hath  beeu  so  bitter  to  thcm- 
lelves  and  their  antecesaorM?  How  sad  a  thing 
will  it  bo  to  lie  in  chains  of  our  own  making, 
and  in  end  conclude  with  the  simple  repentant, 
non  putaram  ?  Be  exhorted  to  avoid  that  evil  of 
prelacy,  and  all  attendants  to  it,  under  what- 
soever colours,  as  ye  would  have  the  Lord 
r^ard  you. 

4.  Finally,  wo  exhort  you  to  all  loyalty  and 
obedience  in  the  Lord,  to  our  sovereign  the  king, 
not  only  for  wrath,  but  for  conscience'  sake,  and 
to  due  obedience  to  all  who  have  authority  from 
him,  judicatories  and  persons.  We  have  the 
Lord  to  be  our  witness,  that  neither  the  matter 
of  our  present  administration,  nor  our  purpose, 
hath  any  tendency  to  make  trouble ;  we  nave 
done  this  merely  for  our  own  exoneration,  and 
with  respect  to  your  good  and  the  honour  of 
Christ  The  Lord  establish  you  with  us,  by  his 
free  spirit. 

*  This  pusillanimous  conduct  on  the  part  of 
the  members  of  this  synod,  as  well  as  that  of 
many  others,  forms  a  melancholy  contrast  to 
what  had  been  the  practice  of  the  ministers 
of  the  Scotish  church,  on  almoet  all  former 
occasions  of  a  like  kind ;  and  the  apology  offered 
for  them  by  our  historian,  we  cannot  but 
regard  as  ill-timed  and  not  at  all  corresponding 
with  the  fact  of  the  case.  It  was  unhappily 
no  new  thing  in  Scotland,  for  the  government 
to  interfere  with  ministerial  freedom,  and  the 
Liberties  of  the  church  in  almost  every  poaslble 
form.  James  VI.  of  wisdom-affecting  and 
power-loving  memory,  left  nothing  In  this  re- 
iptet  for  any  ofhlB  fucceeaors  to  achieve,  having 
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the  reformed  rd^gion,  and  iadinable  to  d^ 
sire,  endeavour,  or  embrace  the  iDtrodudif 
i^ain  of  the  renounced,  abjured,  prelaticiJ 
government,  with  its  unwarrantable  attend- 
ants, have  thou^t  it  our  duty  to  ezprea 
our  sense  and  judgment  thereof,  in  sincerity 
of  heart,  as  becomes  the  servants  of  God, 
and  in  his  presence ;  and  accordingly  all  sad 
every  one  of  the  brethren,  sevmlly,  snd 
with  one  consent,  profess,  as  in  the  dgfat  of 
God,  that  we  are  thoroughly  persuaded,  and 
fully  satisfied  in  our  consciences,  by  the 
clear  light  of  the  scriptures  of  God,  touch- 
ing the  divine  truth  of  the  reformed  rel^;ioD, 
as  it  is  at  present,  and  hath  been  for  dfivoi 
years,  received,  professed,  and  practised  in 
the  church  of  Scothmd,  in  doctrine,  worshqi^ 
government,  and  discipline;  and  that  we  are 
convinced  in  our  consciences,  that  prelacy 
of  any  one,  with  majority  of  power  and  juris- 
diction over  presbyteries  and  churches,  tmdcr 
the  name  of  constant  moderator,  or  an/ 
other  name  or  notion  whatsomever,  hath  no 
warrant  fix>m  Jesus  Christ  in  his  written 
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through  a  long  life,  maintained  an  oooeaui^ 
struggle  with  them,  from  the  pulpit  up  to 
the  council  board,  and  from  the  general  asaem* 
b'ly  down  to  the  kirk  session ;  but  he  was  grap- 
pled with,  by  the  Blacks,  the  Bmces,  the 
Calderwoods,  the  Davidsons,  the  MelviUes,  and 
the  Johne  Rosses  of  that  day,  in  a  very  diffemt 
manner,  than  his  grandson  was  now  by  the 
synod  of  Fife.  The  truth  of  the  matter  aeeau 
to  be,  that  the  Covenanters  generally  cheri»btJ 
throughout  a  romantic  attachment  to  Charlfs 
II.,  and  were  exceedingly  reluctant  to  change 
their  opinion  of  him;  while  the  gr*«ter  part 
of  the  ministers  of  the  church  of  Sootland,  and 
the  synod  of  Fife  in  particular.  In  their  ical 
against  Cromwell,  and  the  sectaries  aa  they  were 
called  [the  independents],  and  the  remonstraton, 
had  wrought  themaelves  into  a  state  of  phnoBy, 
under  which  they  had  so  committed  themselves 
that  now  they  dared  not  utter  a  word  in  defence 
of  their  own  principles, "lest  it  might  be  inter- 
preted as  favouring  the  notions  of  theae  now 
totally  proscribed  classes,  the  tide  of  prejudice 
against  which  they  had  weakly  contributed  ta 
swel^  and  so  intemperately  united  to  condema. 
This,  while  it  has  excited  painful  regret  among 
all  who  have  been  friendly  to  their  cause,  haaoflro 
drawn  forth  the  bitterest  sarcasm  firom  their 
enemies;  and  it  must  be  confessed  gave  too  good 
ground  for  the  bitter  tonnt  of  the  goaalpping  Bur- 
net, when  speaking  of  their  submitting  to  the 
managements  of  the  traitor  Sharp,  after  his  char- 
acter was  manifested  to  all  the  world.  <*Thepotf 
men  were  so  struck,  with  the  ill  aUte  of  thdr  af- 
fairs, that  they  either  trusted  him,  or  at  least 
'  seemed  to  do  it,  for,  indeed,  they  had  neither  senve 
nor  courage  left  them.** — Burnet's  HSatoryof  bii 
Own  Times,  Edin.  ed.  voL  L  p.  171 — £d. 
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word,  to  be  received  in  his  church :  and  we 
do  from  our  hearts  the  more  abhor  and  de- 
test any  motion  or  purpose  of  apostatizing 
to  that  way ;  not  only  because  of  many  sin- 
ful errors  in  doctrine,  and  corrupt  practices 
in  worship,  which  formerly  did,  ^ith  and  by 
die  foresaid  prelacy,  creep  into  this  church ; 
bat  also  because  of  the  sacred  and  indis- 
pensable ties  of  the  oath  of  God  thereanent, 
imder  which  we  are  before  the  Lord.  And 
farther,  we  all  declare,  that  we  are  not  a  little 
encouraged  and  strengthened  in  this  our 
duty,  and  comfortably  borne  up  against  the 
fear  of  sinistrous  designs,  in  prejudice  of  the 
present  government  of  the  church,  by  that 
refreshing  declaration  of  our  sovereign,  the 
kingi's  majesty,  in  his  letter  directed  to  the 
presbytery  of  Edinbuq^,  and  by  them  to  be 
communicate  to  the  rest  of  the  presbyteries 
of  this  church,  dated  at  Whitehall,  August 
10th,  1660,  of  his  royal  resolution,  to  pro- 
tect and  preserve  the  government  of  the 
church  of  Scotland,  as  it  was  then  estab- 
lished by  law,  without  violation,  and  to  coun- 
tenance, in  the  due  exercise  of  their  func- 
tbns,  all  such  ministers  who  shall  behave 
themselves  dutifully  and  peaceably;  which 
tlso  we  purpose,  in  the  lord's  strength,  care- 
fully to  endeavour.  All  which  the  brethren 
present  unanimously  consented  unto,  and 
ordained  to  be  recorded  in  the  presbjrtcr)' 
register,  adfiUuram  ret  memoriam" 

In  other  parts  of  the  church  ministers 
were  not  idle,  when  their  all  was  at  the  stake; 
but  generally  they  were  interrupted  by  those 
whom  the  managers  named  for  conmiission- 
CTB  and  inspectors ;  and  it  would  seem  some 
inch  were  directed  to  every  suspected  synod ; 
an  office  never  before  used,  and  I  hope  shall 
never  more  be  tried.  Upon  the  north  side 
of  Tay,  they  had  no  great  fears  of  public  ap- 
pearances against  their  procedure;  but  on 
the  south  of  it,  they  had  their  spies  in  most 
8}'nods,  clothed  with,  I  do  not  know,  whose 
or  what  authority.  1  can  find  no  act  of 
parliament  constituting  them,  nor  any  com- 
mission from  the  king;  yea,  from  the  fore- 
cited  account  of  the  proceedings  of  parlia- 
ment, I  find,  March  28th,  "  there  was  like- 
wise presented  and  agreed  unto,  a  paper, 
bearing,  that  ministers  shall  have  power  to 
exerce  their  ministerial  functions  in  ])ro- 
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▼indal  assemblies,  presbyteries  and  |^. 
sessions,  during  the  king*s  pleasure." 
And  I  cannot  guess  how  they  came  to  be 
set  up,  unless  it  was  by  the  paramount  power 
of  the  commissioner,  exerting  his  privilege  in 
his  commission,  by  Mr.  Sharp's  importunity, 
to  do  whatever  the  king  might  do,  if  present. 

At  Dumfries,  the  synod  was  upon  the 
same  design  with  that  of  fife,  and  had  agreed 
to  an  act,  censuring  all  ministers  who  com- 
plied with  prelacy,  by  deposition ;  but  they 
were  interrupted,  and  summarily  dissolved 
by  Queensberry  and  Ilartfield,  pretending 
orders  from  the  commissioner.  I  find  it  re- 
marked, that  tliey  were  both  miserably  drunk, 
when  they  came  in  to  their  work. 

The  synod  of  Galloway  met  this  same 
month,  and  were  drawing  up  a  petition  to 
the  parliament,  against  episcopacy,  and  for 
the  preservation  of  the  liberties  of  tliis  church, 
(and  under  all  regular  governments,  subjects 
are  allowed  humbly  to  supplicate)  the  copy 
of  which  is  added.  *    But  when  at  this,  the 


*  Supplication  of  the  Synod  of  Galloway, 
agaiu»t  tlie  intended  change  of  government, 
ItJtil. 

May  it  please  your  honours, 

We  the  ministers  of  Jesus  Christ,  within  the 
synod  of  Galloway,  laying  serionslv  to  heart 
the  wonderful  mercies  of  God,  manirptite<l  from 
time  to  time  to  this  poor  nation,  first,  in  the 
days  of  our  forefatliers,  many  hundreid  yean* 
ago,  in  which  time,  a  little  after  the  rising  of 
the  Sun  of  righteousness  to  give  light  to  the 
gentiles,  the  Lord  was  graciously  pleased  to  viKit 
this  land  with  the  light  of  the  glorious  gospel, 
and  to  hless  and  honour  the  whole  nation,  both 
with  purity  of  doctrine  and  government,  for 
sundry  generations  together:  During  which 
time,  until  the  incoming  of  Paladins,  ordained 
bishop  bv  pope  Celestine,  tho  Scots  knew  not 
such  a  thing  as  a  prelate-bishop,  but  had,  for 
the  teachers  of  the  faith,  administers  of  the 
sacraments,  and  exercisers  of  diMcipline,  presby- 
ters only,  (called  culdeea,  or  oolidei,  because  of 
their  piety)  of  whom  some  were  appointed  over- 
aeers  or  suiterintendents,  but  had  no  pre-emi- 
nence or  rank  of  dignity  above  the  rest,  neither 
were  they  of  any  distinct  order  from  the  rest 
of  their  brethren.  Next,  in  the  ditys  (»f  our 
fathers,  when  the  nation  was  involved  in  the 
darkness  of  popish  superstition,  and  idolatry, 
it  graciously  pleased  the  Lord  to  mriitoiii  the 
land  from  the  bondage  of  popish  tyranny  and 
superstition,  and  again  to  bless  it  With  the  light 
and  liberty  of  the  gospel,  and  with  dist^iplinc 
and  government  established  according  to  the 
pattern  showed  in  the  mount:  the  beautiful 
lustre  of  which  glorious  refoiinution,  remained 
for  many  yc>ant  unstein(><],  until  some  ambitious 
and  cuvHoiM  men-pleasing  churchmen,  imbolti- 
en«'d  with  (he  smile;!  ot  authority,  not  only 
marred  and "  ecU\Y4ttd  t\i«  XmsiuV^*  vvu^  ^<«-^'C'^  vA 


1S4 


TRS  HISTORY  OF  THE  SUFFERINGS 


1661.   ^^^  ^  Ckilloway  came  in,  and  in 
the    king's    name   dissolved  their 
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John  Park,  author  of  the  excdlent  esBif 
upon  patronages,  modestly,  and  yet  ray 


meeting.    The  moderator  of  the  synod,  Mr.    pcHntedly,  protested  against  the  enooacb- 


Chrint'R  iroveminent  by  presbyt«r}*,  but  almoat 
overthrew  the  KOTerumeiit  itself,  in  obtruding 
upon  it,  and  aettiiu^  orer  it  a  lordly  goverDment 
in  till!  penoru  or  prelates.  Which  coune  of 
defjvtion,  to  the  great  grief  of  the  godly,  ai:d 
not  Mritlioiit  the  constant  reluctancy,  rounteraet- 
in^,  pruteKtin^,  and  witnessing  of  the  most 
leiirni'd  and  faithful  ponton  in  the  land  to  the 
tontrHi^',  was  tyrannically  carried  on  for  the 
■iKwre  ot  thirty-eight  yearn  or  thereby.  Yet,  in 
the  third  pUre,  even  in  our  own  day,  the  ouU 
golugn  of  the  Lord,  in  the  year  S7,  and  the 
yearn  following,  has  appeared  so  gioriouti  and 
conspicuous,  to  the  dashing  and  execrating  of 
that  lonlly  prebu;y,  and  to  the  replanting  and 
re-establiiihing  of  Christ's  own  government  by 
preabytery,  iu  iU  integrity,  that  it  were  super- 
fluous for  us  to  make  laention  of  theste  things 
which  many  of  your  lordships*  eyes  hare  seen, 
wherein  many  of  your  lordships  have  been 
honoured  to  be  eminent  actom,  and  whrrcof  all 
our  hearts  have  been  joyful  and  ghid.  The 
serious  consideratic»u  ot  these  things,  speaking 
the  Lord's  unwillingness  to  depart,  fixes  a  strong 
(and  we  trust)  well  grounded  penuasion  on  our 
spirits,  that  our  covenanted  Lord  has  thoughts 
of  peace,  and  not  of  evil,  towards  this  poor  land, 
so  often,  so  deliberately,  so  seriously,  and  so 
solemnly,  by  oath  and  covenant,  engaged  to  the 
most  high  God,  and  that  he  will  be  graciously 

ftUnwed  to  fix  his  tabernacle  amongst  us,  and  rest 
n  hii  love:^  and  though  on  the  contrary,  he 
should,  in  his  righteousness,  threaten  a  depart- 
ure from  us,  and  denouni*e  also  wo  unto  us 
when  he  departeth  from  us,  (the  fears  whereof, 
as  swelling  waves,  overwhelm  the  spirits  of  the 
Lord's  people  at  this  present  time,  who,  for  the 
most  part,  are  trembling  under  the  sad  appre- 
hensions of  a  change)  vet  the  thoughts  of^  his 
ancient  and  late  love  to  this  land,  should  persuade 
all,  in  their  respective  stations,  to  Liy  hold  on 
the  skirts  of  his  garments,  and  not  to  let  him 

go:  and  therefore,  the  earnest  desire  of  our 
earts  is,  to  plead  in  secret  with  the  I<ord,  that 
ho  would  mercifully  preserve  his  staves  of  beauty 
and  ban<l)^  in  their  beauty  and  strength  amongst 
us:  so  (Christ  rommanding.  necessity  urging, 
and  duty  calling  for  it  at  our  hands,  to  be  faithfid 
offioslyearers  in  the  huuse  of  Go<lJ  we  trust  that 
it  will  not  be  offensive  to  your  lordships,  that 
(keeping  within  our  own  sphere,  and  holding 
ourselves  within  thi;  bounds  of  that  christian 
moderation  which  lM>rnnies  go«lliness)  we  do  in 
all  humility  exhort  your  honours,  that  with  all 
singlen<m  of  heart,  with  all  l«>vc  and  zeal  to  the 
glory  of  God,  with  all  tender  compasMion  to  this 
yet  panting  kirk,  faintly  lifting  up  the  neck 
from  benrath  the  yoke  iif'  this  late  exotic  tyrant 
«>f  i>crfidi«Mis  men,  that  with  all  pious  respect  to 
your  ]H»xTerity  in  the  generations  to  come,  whose 
kiiuIm  will  bless  your  remembrance,  for  trnn«- 
niitting  a  pure  ref«irmation  to  them,  and  that 
with  all  prudent  and  christian  rei;anl  to  prevent 
the  .stumliling,  and  provoke  the  holy  emulation 
of  the  nations  round  about,  wbisH*  eyes  are  u|Nin 
Villi r  lordships,  ye  would  wc  unto  the  exact  and 
fiithful  keeping  of  the  eni;agemeiits,  OJiths  B-"-d 
i-oire  of  tLv  Lord,  lying  on  your  lonlshiiM  and 


the  whole  Und,  toprescTTS  the  reformed  reUcko 
in  the  church  of  SeotUnd,  in  doctrine,  wonihip^ 
discipline*  and  gorcmment,  against  all  thi 
enemies  thereof:  and  that  the  Lwd's  people,  hm 
mi^esty's  loyal  sal^*ts,  may  be  deliTO^  fnn 
the  present  fears  of  a  chatupe,  which  they  lis 
groaning  under,  we  humbly  supplicate  your 
lordshhw  would  be  pleased  to  ratify  all  forms 
acta  of  parliament,  in  taToura  of  the  iiefoimtd 
religion  in  this  church,  in  doctrine,  wotsliip^ 
discipline,  and  government :  and  that,  as  ha 
majesty  has  been  pleased,  in  hb  gracious  lellcr 
directed  to  the  presbytery  of  Eoinbaigh,  sad 
by  them  to  be  directed  to  tlie  rest  of  the  pR»- 
byteries  in  this  kirk,  to  declare  his  rpoolutioa  ts 
protect  and  presenre  the  govcmm«!nt  of  the 
church  of  ScoUafid*  as  it  is  settled  by  law,  with- 
out violation ;  so  your  lordships  would  be  plcasid 
to  declare  your  nxedness  to  the  present  settled 
government,  without  the  least  purpose  of  ever 
altering  the  same,  or  omvharging  it  with  lordly 
episcopacy :  and  that  (besides  the  considentSom 
already  hinted  at)  for  the  reasons  following, 
partly  relating  to  the  terminui  a  qmo  of  such  a 
change,  which  we  pray  the  Lord  to  aviTt,  psrtly 
relating  to  the  terminuM  ad  ^aca,  and  partly 
relating  to  the  chance  itself. 

First,  If  your  lordships  will  consider  the 
Icrmiaas  a  quo  of  this  change  we  supplicate 
against,  to  wit,  the  govemmeut  of  the  cburdi 
of  Scotland  by  presbytery ;  First,  It  istbetms 
government  of  Christ's  kirk,  who  being  faithful 
to  him  that  appointed  him,  yea,  and  faithful  ss 
a  Son  ovei  his  own  houses  Heb.  ili.  3^,  6.  has  doC 
left  his  house  to  coufiuion,  without  government^ 
but  has  appointed  the  same  as  to  be  led  by 
doctors  and  pastors,  so  to  be  overseen  and 
ruled  by  seniors  vr  elders,  in  their  lawful  assem- 
blies in  Christ's  name,  where  he  has  promised 
to  be  in  the  midst  of  them ;  the  whole  platform 
of  which  government,  erected  in  Christ's  church 
in  this  nation,  as  to  all  the  essentials,  is  so  clearly 
warranted  in  the  holy  scripturea,  that  we  may 
confidently  aay,  it  is  the  only  government  accord- 
ing to  that  pattern  showed  iu  the  mount. 

Secondly,  Albeit  In  the  reformation  of  religion, 
whether  in  doctrine,  worship,  discipline,  or 
government,  the  example  of  the  best  refmiDcd 
churches  is  not  to  be  contemned,  but  to  iuive  its 
due  respect ;  yet  we  have  good  ground  to  assert, 
that  the  present  government  of  the  church  of 
Scotland  by  presbytery,  was  not  inconsiderately 
borrowed  from  any  other  as  the  pattern,  nor 
headily  tibtruded  on  this  kirk,  (a  calumny  fre- 
quently cast  on  our  goverimicnt  by  the  ad  versa* 
ries  thereof  (but  that  it  is  the  fruit  of  the  many 

{>rayers,  and  the  result  of  the  faithful  pains  and 
abours  of  our  pious  predecesMrs,  who,  by  the 
space  of  hix  or  8(>vcn  yrars,  did,  in  free  ami  fuU 
ass(>mblies,  deliberately  tlebatc  every  point  and 
article  of  the  said  government  and  discipline^ 
and  so  did  in  end,  by  the  good  hand  of  God  upon 
them,  determine  and  conclude  the  same  accord- 
ing to  the  word  <if  God,  by  the  common  votes 
and  uniform  consents  of  the  whole  assembly  of 
this  church. 

Thirdly,  This  government}  clear  in  scriptuie^ 
deliberately  closed  with  by  our  progenitors,  hss 
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t  made  upon  the  judicatory,  and  took  in- 
nents  in  the  hand  of  their  clerk,  to  which 
le  members  adhered.  Mr.  Park  protested 


1^5 

against  what  was  done,  as  an  injury    j^^. 
to  a  court  of  Jesus  Christ,  and 
incompetent  to  the  civil  magistrate.     And 


been  fnoaentlv  engaged  unto,  both,  in  the 
of  our  forefathen,  bf  the  king'ti  mi^eety, 
Bofalee,  and  all  ranks  of  people  within  the 
,  f  wboee  national  oath  is  no  less  obliging  of 
war  offqning,  than  the  oath  of  Joshua  and 
prlnoes  of  Israel  to  the  Gibeonites,  was 
|liig  of  their  posteritj,  who  were  four 
Ired  yean  thereafter  dreadfully  punished 
hs  brearh  thereof,)  and  also  in  our  own  time 
bave  sideninly  engage<l  ourselves  by  the 
ed  oath  of  God,  now  thrice,  to  the  said 
nmont:  and  we  mav  he  sure,  that  such  a 
elbld  knot  and  tie  will  not  be  easily  taken 
lie  eonsdenoe  upon  which  it  is  indispensably 
indlmolyably  f.istened  by  the  divine  authority 
ut  Almighty  God,  the  searcher  of  all  hearts, 
■e  oath  it  is. 

DorthlT,  This  government  has  been  ratified 
established  by  many  acts  of  parliament :  it 
t  impertinent  for  us  to  multiply  citations; 
r  honours  know  how  clear  and  full  the  114th 
parL  IStb,  of  king  James  VI.  is,  both  for 
Uishing  the  government  and  discipline  of 
church,  by  assemblies  national  and  provin- 
by  presbyteries  and  sessions,  and  also,  for 
■gating,  cassing,  and  annulling  all  former  acts 
MB-limment,  against  the  liberty  of  the  true 
^  the  jurisdiction  and  discipline  thereof,  as 
asme  was  used  and  exercised  within  the 
m  at  the  time,  anno  1592.  Neither  is  it 
tfal  to  mention  his  late  majesty,  of  worthy 
aoiy,  his  ratifying,  anno  1641,  the  whole 
(rcss  then  made  in  the  work  of  reformation, 
eh  was  matter  of  much  joy  to  all  the  godly 
bin  the  land. 

Ifthly,  This  government  has  been  attended 
h  ridi  spiritiul  blessings,  such  as  purity  of 
line,  the  suppressing  of  popery,  error,  and 
■y,  the  curbing  of  licentiousness  and  pro- 
tya  by  the  prudence  and  zealous  exercise  of 
iaUne :  so  that  it  has  been  remarkable,  that 
11  the  periods  of  the  flourishing  of  this  govem- 
it,  the  pulpits  have  sounded  with  pure  doc- 
Sb  speaking  the  language  of  Canaan,  and  not 
Ashdod ;  gross  profanity  and  mocking  of 
y  retired  from  the  streets,  and  durst  not  keep 
eausey  (the  generality  studying  at  least,  if 
f  attained  no  more,  to  walk  civilly)  and 
ay,  error,  and  heresy,  at  such  times,  durst 
V  adventure  to  look  out  of  their  cells  and 
«t  comers ;  which  things  are  no  small  mercies 
tland. 

In  the  other  hand,  if  your  lordships  will 
lect  terminua  ad  quem  of  this  feared,  threat- 
1,  and  begun  change,  to  wit,  lordly  episco- 
f :  fimt  it  is  a  plant  which  our  heavenly  Father 
er  planted,  here  being  no  ground  nor  footing 
it  in  the  word  of  Gocf,  even  some  of  the  ablest 
rters  of  it  themselves  being  judges.  Secondly, 
n  the  extirpation  of  it  in  the  times  of  refor- 
tioo,  its  regress  has  never  been  fair,  but 
«y8  through  violent  intrusion,  by  the  force 
1  flwid  of  corrupt  carnal  men,  minding 
Ir  own  things,  and  not  the  things  of  Christ, 
I  that  contrary  to  law,  reason,  equity, 
adenoe,  solemn  oaths  and  en^ragements,  and 
IT  scripture  light.  Thirdly,  It  is  a  g<ivern- 
Dt  that  we  are  solenuily  bound,  as  by  the  law 
Sod,  so  by  the  oatb  of  God  upon  us,  to  extir- 


pate  from  the  foundation.     Fourthly,  It  is  a 
government  that  s^bollzes  with  that  in  popery, 
and  hideed  is  not  difiermt  specie  from  the  popish 
government ;  yea,  and  by  the  erecting  of  it,  the 
papists  will  be  hardened  and  heartened,  as  for- 
merly, in  the  flourishing  of  episcopacy,  they 
evidenced  themselves  to  be,  by  their  insulting 
song.  Ye  come  to  us,  but  we  come  not  to  you ; 
and,  to  speak  truth,  what  difference  is  there 
betwixt  an  archbishop  in  St.  Andrews,  pooping 
it  over  all  Scotland,  and  an  universal  bishop  at 
Rome,  but  a  taajut  and  minuSf  qua  non  inxnant 
ipeciemf    Fifthly,  It  has  been  always  attended 
in  this  land  with  mimifold  corruptions  in  doc- 
trine, worship,  and  manners.     How  did  popery, 
Amdnianism   and    Socinianism   sound  in    our 
pulpits?    Was  it  not  in  time  of  lordly  episco- 
pacy?   Then  it  was  tliat  the  pure  worship  of 
God  was  puUuted  with  the  mixture  of  man's 
muddy  inventions,   with  mimic  eesticulations, 
idcJatrous  geniculations,  superstitious  cantiugs, 
&c.     Then  it  was  that  episcopal  licenses  in  the 
matter  of  marriage  to  blank  persons,  that  episco- 
pal  connivances   at  the  grossest  of  scandals, 
and  episc«)pal  simony  in  selling  the  ordinances, 
and  satisfactions,  made  way  and  opened  the  door 
to  the  slight  esteem  and  profane  contempt  of  the 
Lford's  ordinances,  and  to  bold  licentiousness. 
Let  the  legend  of  the  bishops,  their  life  and  their 
government,  be  looked  back  to  with  an  impartial 
eye,  we  are  confident  it  will  be  acknowledged  that 
the  n&king  them  out  of  the  dust,  will  prove  like 
the  breaking  up  of  graves,  and  opening  up  of  rot- 
ten sepulchres.   Sixthly,  Albeit  we  lay  no  weight 
upon  the  fallacious  aiding,  from  the  accidental 
corruptions  in  government,  to  the  eversion  of  the 
same,  (a  calumny  most  falsely  cast  upon  the 
instruments  of  the  glorious  work  of  reformation 
anno  SB,)  yet,  as  thev  having  first  struck  at  the 
root  of  episcopacy,   because  not   rooted  in  the 
word  of  God,  did,  in  the  next  place,  look  upon 
the  sinful  and  judicial  corruptions  attending  it, 
as  oravamina  intolerabilia  ;  so  we  being  convin- 
ced of  the  unwarrantableness  of  the  episcopal 
office,  may  desire  your  lordships  to  call  to  mind 
what  was  the  high  swelling  pride,  and  the  inso- 
lent actings  of  these  persons,  who  in  this  nation 
entered  in  that  office,  not  only  in  lording  it 
over  their  brethren  and  the  Lord's  inheritance, 
but  also  in  their  presumptuous  browbeating  the 
nobles  in  the  land,  and  in  their  ambitious,  both 
aspiring  unto,  and  screwing  themselves  in  the 
highest  places  of  public  trust  in  the  state.    Vrlilch 
things  we  look  up<m  not  only  as  having  been 
the  eifects  of  the  men's  corrupt  hearts,  but  as 
having  been  likewise  the  effects  of  the  right- 
eous judgment  of  God  upon  their  spirits,  for 
entering  in  that  office  contrary  to  the  oath  of 
Goil    lying   on  them   and  the  whole  nation. 
Neither  need  any  to  think  that  they  may  he 
now  better  bounded  and  r^pilate :  caveats  will 
not  fetter  them,  they  will  soon  prove  like  the 
princes  of  Judah,  that  remove  the  l>ound ;  and 
we  have  freedom  to  assert  it,  that  if  they  were 
plagued  before  with  proud,  ambitious,  presumi»- 
tuous  spirits,  they  shall  be  ten  times  plagued 
more  with  those  and  the  like  spiritual  judgments, 
who  shall  succeed  th«  {oTxneY  \w  vWcc  <?tisotx%^ 
I  And  if  they  did  CormCT\v  wc^  Vo  VV%  vsaX\fw- 
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the  ministers  would  not  remove  till 
he  had  prayed,  and  regularly  con- 
cluded their  meeting. 


jjudice  of  the  nobles  in  the  land,  (Uy  whom  they 
l>l»^aIne  a  terror,  and  whom  they  Derail  to  tram- 
pin  upon  and  aboeie)  they  who  enter  heir  to  the 
ii»rmer,  shall  no  lews  it'  not  to  the  double,  more 
irisuilently  act  in  their  time,  and  that  in  the 
L»rd*s  righteous  jud^^ent,  for  the  punishment 
of  such  nobles  and  statesmen  as  shall  bo  active 
fur  their  reintruiluctiun  into  this  kirk.  Take 
(;ood  heed  thcrefure  unto  yourselves,  that  ye 
love  the  Lord  your  iuUi ;  else  if  ye  in  any  wue 
go  back,  and  cleave  unto  tliat  abjured  genera- 
tion, know  for  a  certainty  that  they  shall  be 
snares  and  traps  unto  you,  and  scourges  iu  your 
sides,  and  pricking  thorns  iu  your  eyes,  Joshua 
xxiii.  11,  12,13. 

In  the  la»t  place,  we  conceive  the  following 
reasons,  relating  to  the  change  itself,  will  be 
obvious  to  any.  First,  If  it  be  an  axiom  ap- 
proved in  experience  and  policy,  (as  it  is)  that 
omaii  muUUio  rtipublictt  est  neriatiosa,  etianui  in 
melius,  much  more  will  it  be  assented  to,  that 
omnif  mHtiitio  in  eeclesia,  quando  in  deteriut,  (such 
as  this  is)  est  periculosa ;  and  therefore  bound 
reason  will  conclude  that  it  should  be  es<*hewed. 
That  the  fesured  and  threatened  change  will  be 
in  detenus,  is  evident ;  for  it  is  from  such  a  gov- 
ernment, as  is  conform  to  the  word  of  God,  to 
the  best  estate  of  the  primitive  church,  to  good 
laws  and  constitutions,  to  solemn  vows  and 
engagements,  and  conform  to  the  government  of 
the  best  reformed  churches  from  the  coruption 
of  popery,  to  a  government  pliun  contrary  to  all 
these ;  and  so  it  cannot  but  prove  a  change  most 

Sernicious  both  to  the  civil  estate  of  the  king- 
om  f  which  we  leavo  to  the  judgment  of  juris- 
consults and  politicians,)  and  likewise  to  the 
church  of  Jesus  Christ,  which  we  may  confident- 
ly conclude,  b«ith  from  former  sad  experience  in 
the  like  case,  and  from  the  inevitable  bitter  con- 
■e<iuences  which  naturally  spring  from  such  a 
■ad  and  sinful  change.  ScMM>ndly,  It  will  be  pal- 
pable, not  only  to  ourselves,  who  are  members  of 
this  cliurch,  but  to  all  the  nations  and  churches 
abroad,  whether  protestant  or  popish,  that  are 
in  the  least  meajiure  aitiuainted  with  the  ntfairs 
of  the  church  of  Scotland,  and  the  settlement  of 
government  therein,  what  they  have  been  now 
these  hundred  years  bygone,  since  our  reforma- 
tion from  popery,  that  this  feare<l  and  threatened 
change  will  involve  persons  of  all  ranks  within 
the  land,  (who  shidl  in  any  wiiy  have  accession 
to  it)  in  the  dreadful  and  horrid' guilt  of  perjury, 
which  will  both  ex[>ose  the  land  to  the  wrath  of 
an  angry  God,  wh(»  will  not  hold  them  guiltlens 
that  take  his  name  in  vain,  but  will  prove  a  swift 
witness  against  them  that  swear  fal!«ely,  and  also 
expose  our  religion  and  nation  to  the  insolent 
blasphemy  and  derision  of  onr  ailversaries  the 
papists,  who  may  Justly,  with  all  others  that  hear 
tell  of  such  a  change,  change  the  igiiominionn 
pntverb,  Punica  fi'len  to  Scoticii  Jidcs,  and  im- 
bolden  the  papint  to  give  us  (ironicallv)  no  nnwW 
tbanlcs,  for  that  by  onr  perjury  we  liave  made 
the  l^rd  angry  with  us.  oh  did  the  Grei'ian 
Agesilans  to  the  Persian  Tissapliernes,  when  lie 
broke  the  league  he  made  with  him. 

There  be  iiHiie  that  liiive  the  least  spark  of  rea^ 
ton  and  loreffight,  who  may  not  say  what  sad 
vu  and  hurt  wiU  spring   from  this  feaxed 


In  the  synod  of  Lothian  things  were  cbn 
ried  with  a  very  high  hand  by  our  afatesmen; 
they  were  immediately  under  their  eye,  snd 


change*  unto  the  Lord's  people  under  our  mio- 
iaterbd  charge.  Will  not  poor  souU  be  Ui  the 
same  case  aiui  distraction  ot  thought,  the  peorii 
in  Syria,  Arabia  and  £gypt,  were  in  about  ttt 
GOO  year,  anent  the  opinion  of  Kutycbee,  wbci 
some  denying,  some  affirming,  the  pour  peofis 
were  so  brangled  and  shaken  with  contrary  dse- 
trines,  that  in  the  end  they  lost  all  well  gruuaA* 
ed  persuasion  of  the  true  religion  ;  so  that  willk 
In  short  time,  they  did  cast  the  gates  of  their 
hearts  open  to  receive  the  vile,  devilish,  and  fala^ 
phemous  doctrine  of  Mahomet  ?  £ven  so  wka 
can  be  expected  in  this  land,  upon  such  a  changi^ 
which  will  unquestionably  occasion  not  only  eat 
to  affirm,  and  another  to  deny  the  same  poetise 
but  one  and  the  same  man  to  affirm  what  hi 
denied,  and  deny  what  he  affirmed  anent  aas 
and  the  same  position,  in  matter  of  religioB? 
The  forebreathings  of  which  inconstancy  an 
b^inning  to  puff  out  already.  We  say,  what 
can  be  expected  in  this  case  through  the  Uai, 
but  that  the  generality  of  the  people  shall  bca 
so  doubtful  and  indifferent  in  the  matters  of 
ligion,  that  they  shall  abandon  all  ]rfet)*, 
their  hearts  to  popery,  and  what  religion,' 
rather  what  error  and  fancy  instead  of  religioBy 
you  will  ?  Si>  that  the  blood  of  their  poor  soak 
will  lie  heavy  on  the  authors  of  the  change. 

1.  We  are  aggrieved  that  ways  are  taken  ts 
seal  up  the  lips  of  the  most  faithful  ministai 
of  Jesus  ('hrist  within  the  land,  from  deliveriiM 
their  Master's  message  with  that  freedom  and 
plainness  that  becomes ;  while,  upon  occasion  ai 
the  proclamation  at  Kdinburgh,  September  £Olba 
ItJtiO,  men  disaffected  to,  or  entertaining  grud- 
ges and  heart-buniiugs  against  ministers,  may 
and  do  take  encouragement  to  delate  honest  me^ 
using  freedom  against  bin,  as  unlovid  slandenn 
and  trumpeters  of  treason,  sedition,  and  r^bt^ 
lion,  when  they  are,  in  the  simpUrity  of  their 
heart,  only  giving  oliedieiice  to  the  I^Mrd's  com- 
mands. Isa.  Iviii.  1.  "  Cry  aloud,  s]iure  not,"  kc 
We  hope  it  will  l>e  acknowledged,  that  neither 
private  nor  public  sins,  personal  nor  nati<ml 
sins,  sins  in  the  state-membt'rs  or  in  churH^ 
members,  are  excepted  in  the  commibsion  of  tht 
ininiittrrs  of  the  gospel,  (if  any  deny  the  trutk 
hereof,  we  are  ready  to  instruct  it  fnnn  the  word 
of  truth)  and  it  being  so,  why  should  the  mill* 
i  inters*  faithfiil  discharge  of  duty,  in  the  di^ 
cuvery  of  national  sins,  whether  iu  church  or 
state,  be  charged  with  the  ignominious  osporsioM 
of  railing,  slandering,  &c  or  they  staged  before 
civil  tribunals  for  the  same,  seeing  that,  accord- 
inj;  to  their  conunission,  they  are  herein  only 
aiming  at  the  upstirring  of  people  to  repentance, 
ami  to  serious  deprecating  of  the  iiTath  of  God, 
that  public  national  sins,  and  imrticular  faults  in 
rulers  ordinarily  draw  on  upon  laiid^  ?  as  is  clear 
from  Jer.  xv.  4s  and  elsewhere. 

S.  We  are  aggrieved  that  the  oath  of  alli» 
giance  does  upon  the  matter  canry  the  oath  of 
supremacy  fully  in  its  bosom,  and  that  in  suck 
an  absolute,  general  and  comprehensive  tena, 
without  any  express  limitation  or  qualification, 
that  in  our  humble  ctmception,  there  is  conferred 
upon  the  king  by  it  a  power  to  do  eccK-siastie 
matters  as  he  pleases;  and  this  is  iu  effect  to 
confer  the  same,  or  the  like  headship  o>-cr  tht 


[.]  OP  TH£  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND. 

ed  mo6t  insolently.    They  were 

tl  80  nnich  as  to  speak  of  any 

yea,  were  forced  to  do  what  was 


D  the  }dngt  as  that  which  is  taken 

s  aggriered  that  the  civil  nanrtion  is 
the  covenant,  whereupon  the  invi- 
atioo  of  the  sacred  uath  of  God 
Bseience,  is  trampled  upon  with  nin- 
ny many,  which  cannot  but  eriev- 
ce  the  Lord,  who  has  declared  that  he 
ift  witness  against  them  that  swear 

e  ag^ieved  that  there  be  such  sad 
ide  m  the  walls  of  our  Jerusalem, 
was  built  a  city  compact  together ; 
nat  the  church  judicatories  have  not 
d  violent  interruption,  but  also  are 
md  discharged,  through  which  in- 
lore  iusolently  faced  the  rausev  these 
Ts  of  a  year  bygone,  than  it  did  for 
before. 

ig  upon  these  but  as  making  a  wide 
rails,  the  beautiful  porches  whereof 
itry,  we  are  most  of  all  aggrieved  to 
an  horse  now  a  hauiiug  in  over  the 
m,  the  reintnMlurtion  of  lordly  pre- 
lis  church  and  kingdom,  which  being 
te,  and  the  whole  nation  solemnly 
e  the  Almighty  God  to  its  extirpa- 
es  our  ears  to  tingle,  when  we  think 
y  he  the  sad  tokens  of  God's  displea- 
the  huids,  for  endeavourinK  to  give 
n  to  that  plant  which  our  heavenly 
r  planted.  And  this  being  the  ag- 
l  which  does  most  sadly  f^lct  our 
exoneration  of  our  own  consciences 
lOrd,  and  that  it  may  appear  that  we 
rieved  without  cause,  we  do  in  all 
Fer  unto  your  lordships,  these  few 
reasons  against  the  chajnge  of  our 
ished  government  by  presbytery, 
bjured  hierarchical  government  by 

T- 

le  foresaid  reasons  drawn  from  the 

quo,  the  terminus  ad  quern  of  the 
fntm  the  change  itself,  we  do  in  all 
(  leave  to  add  two  experimental  c^n- 
which  we  desire  to  express  with  that 
nd  singleness  of  heart,  in  the  sight 
it  becomes  the  ministers  of  Jesus 
» are  looking  to  give  shortly  an  ac- 
leir  stewardship  unto  their  Lord 
And  the  iirst  is  this  :  we  do  find 
rience,  that  when  the  Lord  at  any 
lously  pleased  to  grunt  unto  any  of  us 
nd  familiar  access  unto  himself,  and 
pirits  in  a  more  lively,  spiritual,  and 
ame,  then  are  we  also  tilled  with 
;  hatred,  abhorrency,  and  detestation 
ktical  dominion  we  plead  against,  and 
(,  at  such  times,  we  are  encouraged 
lened  in  the  Lord,  to  set  our  faces 
nst  that  course  and  way,  whatever 
t>e  we  may  incur;  and  when  fears 
tl  opposing  that  course,  lo  creep  op- 
ts, we  do  ingenuously  confess  it  is 
len  we  are  at  a  greater  distance  from 
a  more  common  and  natural  frame, 
this :  we  do  find  in  our  experience, 
t  any  time,  any  of  us  are  summoned 
tmeogen  of  dauh,  or  when  free  of 
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veiy  much  contrary  to  the  inclina»    |gg. 

tions  of  many.     Some  members  of 

the  synod,  fully  ripe  for  a  change,  and  ready 


these,  we  fall  upon  the  serious  thoughts  and 
meditations  of  death,  presenting,  as  in  God^s 
sight,  to  ourselves,  what  is  the  course  in  the  pro- 
fession, avowing,  and  maintaining  whereof  we 
durst  venture  upon  death,  upon  eternity,  and 
upon  the  last  judgment;  and  upon  the  other 
hand,  propose  to  ourselves  what  is  the  course  in 
the  profession,  aTowing,  and  maintaining  where- 
of we  durst  not  venture  upon  death,  upon  eter- 
nity, and  the  last  judgment ;  we  do  as  of  sincer- 
ity, as  of  God,  in  the  sight  of  God,  declare,  that 
we  durst  not,  for  ten  thousand  worlds,  venture 
upon  eternity,  and  face  the  great  Judge  of  the  quick 
and  the  dead,  with  the  guilt  of  beinp^  instrumental 
to  re-establish,  or  with  the  guilt  ot  embracing  or 
conforming  unto  re-established  lordly  episco- 
pacy, lying  upon  our  consciences ;  whereas,  upon 
the  other  hand,  our  desires  and  endeavours  to  be 
faithful  and  constant  in  the  received  and  establish- 
ed government  by  presbytery,  according  to  the 
scripture  pattern,  is  a  mean  of  gladdening  and 
rejoicing  our  hearts^  when  we  look  and  hope  for 
the  coming  of  the  Lord. 

And  now,  right  honourable,  having  iz^  ihe 
simplicity  of  our  hearts,  opened  up  our  griev- 
ances  in  part  to  your  lordships,  we  do  in  the 
last  place,  for  remedy,  in  all  humility,  prostrate 
ourselves  before  your  lordships,  most  humbly 
and  earnestly  begging,  in  the  name  of  Jraus 
Christ,  that  your  honours  would  be  pleased  to 
intercede  with  the  king's  most  excellent  majesty, 
First,  To  teke  off  the  restraint  laid  u]Hin  the 
exercise  of  the  government  of  the  church,  in 
her  assemblies,  by  the  late  procJamations,  with- 
out which  profanity  will  abound.  Next,  lliat 
his  majesty  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  free 
and  deliver  his  faithful  and  loyal  subjects  of 
this  his  ancient  kingdom,  under  our  respective 
charges,  and  the  godly  through  the  whole  land, 
from  all  fears  of  innovating  and  changing  the 
government  of  the  church,  oy  sessions,  presby- 
terieif,  synods,  and  general  assemblies,  which  is 
ratified  and  approven  by  king  James  VI.  of 
blessed  memory,  as  is  evident,  parL  114,  Jun^ 
1593.  Thirdly,  That  his  nugesty  would  be 
pleased  to  ratity  all  former  acts  of  parliament  In 
favours  of  the  church  and  her  said  government, 
that  she  may  fully  exercise  the  power  granted 
to  her  by  Jesus  Christ,  with  freedom  and 
liberty.  Fourthly,  lliat  bis  migesty  would  be 
pleased  to  ratify  aJl  acts  both  of  parliament  aiid 
the  general  assemblies,  against  papists  and  pop- 
ery, against  prelates  and  prelacy,  that  aspiring 
men  get  not  the  church  of  Christ  in  this  land 
fetched  under  bondaee  again.  Fifthly,  I'hat 
his  majesty  would  be  graciously  pleased  to 
renew  the  national  covenant  of  this  land,  first 
subscribed  by  king  James  VI.  of  worthy  mem- 
ory, and  then  taken  by  persons  of  all  ranks  and 
degrees  throughout  the  nation ;  and  also  that  he 
would  be  plmsed  to  revive  the  solemn  league 
and  covenant,  subscribed  by  his  migesty's  self, 
and  that  lie  would  be  graciously  pleased,  by  his 
royal  mandate,  to  ordain  that  both  these  cove- 
nants would  be  renewed,  sworn  to»  and  sub- 
scribed to,  by  persons  of  all  ranks  and  degrees, 
within  his  migesty*s  three  kingdoms  of  Scotlandf 
England,  and  Ireland,  and  th«dQ>xa\\\vvfvus\VMx«!- 
to  belonging.     Tbua  ifVUL  0&«x«  Vm  «w  %Vtqiv^  \nA 
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1  ftA  1  ^^  ^  ^  ^'^  ^^  manager's  deirigns, 
proposed  that  the  8ynod  should  lic- 
{lin  at  censuriiig  and  sentencing  the  brethren 
who  had  been  for  the  protestation,  even 
though  it  had  been  agreed  among  the  re- 
solutioners  and  protesters  in  the  year  1658, 
that  none  of  either  side  should  be  questioned 


drafm  in  the  way  of  popery,  and  prelacy  wbidi 
ushers  the  way  to  p<ipery,  that  neither  of  them 
■hall  have  a  reinrrm  to  a  rrplanting  in  theae 
lands :  thus  shall  there  ntkt  aii  evil  beast  be  left 
to  push  in  all  the  mountain  of  the  Lord ;  and 
thus  may  we  confidently  expect  that  the  I.4ird 
shall  be  one,  and  the  name  uf  the  Lord  onoi  in 
all  his  mi^esty's  dominion*. 

Having,  in  the  zeal  and  fear  of  God,  with  all 
humble  and  due  respect  unto  vour  honours, 
offered  these  considerations  against  a  change, 
we  humbly  beg,  that  your  honours  would  lay 
them  (with  many  more  that  cannot  but  be 
obvious  to  your  fordhhipN)  seriouslv  to  heart, 
and  in  the  pensitation  of  them,  and  the  whole 
matter  in  biuid,  sist  vounti'lves  as  in  the  si^ht 
and  presence  of  the  afl-seeing  God,  who  stand- 
eth  in  the  coni^v^tifin  of  the  mighty,  and 
judgeth  amongst  thn  f^ods,  and  will  arise  to 
judge  the  earth ;  weigh  the  matter  (we  beseech 
you;  in  the  balanccH  of  the  sanctu;u*y,  and  not 
of  carnal  reason  and  policy:  remember  Uiat 
God  has  set  you  up  not  to  be  stepfathers,  but 
nursing  fathers  of  his  kiric,  not  to  be  crossers, 
but  promoters  of  purity  and  piety,  not  to  ht 
destroyers  of  that  which  many  of  yourselves 
have  builded,  (and  so  makers  of  yourselves 
transgressors)  but  to  be  accomplishers  and  on- 
putters  of  the  cape-stone  upon  the  building  of 
the  Lord's  house;  acquit  yourselves  zealously 
and  faithfully  in  this  so  honourable  and  reason- 
able service;  and  beware,  above  all  things, 
to  strive  against  God  with  an  open  and  dis- 
played banner,  by  building  up  again  the  walls 
of  Jericho,  (we  mean  lordly  prelacy,  the  very 
lair-stone  of  antichristiaii  hierarchy)  which  the 
Lord  hath  not  only  casten  down,  but  also  laid 
them  under  a  terrible  interdiction  and  execra- 
tion, that  they  be  not  built  up  again.  Theae 
walls  in  this  land,  by  the  power  of  God,  ture 
been  once  and  again  demoliMlied :  they  now  lie 
under  the  Lord's  terrible  interdiction  and  exe- 
cration ,  /ea,  w*  have  all  of  us,  with  uplifted 
hands  to  the  most  high  God,  sentenced  ourselves 
to  this  dreadful  curse,  if  we  re-edify  these  wails 
again:  assuredly,  if  there  be  amongst  your 
lordships,  or  within  the  land  (which  the  Lord 
forbid)  an  Hiel,  one  or  more,  as  was  in  the  days 
of  Ahab,  to  re-edify  cursed  Jericho,  they  shall 
not  miss  the  dreadful  execration,  and  the  judg- 
ment threatened. 

Therefore,  we  do  once  again,  with  all  due 
and  reverend  respect  prostrate  at  your  honours* 
feet,  humbly  supplicate.  First,  That  your  hon- 
ours would  ratify  all  former  acts  of  parliament, 
m  favours  of  the  work  of  reformation,  in  fav- 
ours of  presbyterial  government,  in  favours  of 
the  freedom  and  privileges  of  the  church,  and 
partieuhu-ly  of  the  ministers  of  the  gospel,  in 
their  faithful  and  free  dispensing  of  the  word  ; 
and  that  your  lordships'  would  cam  and  annul 
•11  acta  in  the  contrary.  Next,  We  humbly 
mppUoate,  that  tout  honours,  in  your  wisdoms, 
would  dnw  tiuih  a  btit  iu  the  way  of  episcopacy. 
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in  their  judicatories  for  thor  dilfocnt  pnt 
tice^. 

This  unaccountable  proposal,  Mr  Robcr 
Douglas,  Mr.  David  Dickson,  and  miv 
others  of  the  best  note  in  the  synod,  eodei 
voured  to  wave,  and  psobably  would  soa 
have  warded  ofl(  had  not  the  two  coomni 


that  this  kirk  may  be  fully  delivered  from  tfe 
fears  and  evil  thereof,  and  that  corrupt  m 
carnal-mlndwl  churchmen,  who  have  tat  fH 
eminencBi  may  be  for  ever  put  out  of  th«  bipf 
of  lording  it  herfAfter  any  more  over  the  Lflrf 
inheritanoB.  However  it  shall  pleaae  the  Lm 
to  incline  your  honours'  hearts  to  hearken  vat 
these  our  just  and  lawful  deairca,  it  is  the  6n 
resolution  of  our  hearts,  to  live  in  all  dnliA 
obedience  unto  our  dread  sovereign  the  kiaf* 
most  excellent  migesty,  whom  we  pray  tt 
Lord  long  t4»  preserve  under  the  droppingi  i 
his  grace,  and  overloadings  of  his  best  bencffe 
and  special  blewingN.  let  wr  crai*e  libcrt} 
first,  in  all  humility,  to  say,  that  it  will  um 
much  to  the  cheeiful  quieting  of  our  heirti 
and  tlie  hearts  of  the  Lord's  people  we  laksa 
among,  that  your  h<mours  favourably  grant  M 
foreiAid  dedres,  for  which  the  present  and  Ml 
ceeding  generations  shall  call  vou  blessed.  Bi 
next.  If  your  lordships  proceed,  (which  we  pn 
the  Lord  forbid)  to  act  any  thing  Ui  the  mi 
dice  oi  the  work  of  reformation,  to  the  pr^aw 
of  the  government  of  this  church,  and  to  tl 
freedoms  and  liberties  thereof,  or  to  do  a 
thing  less  or  more,  directly  or  indircctlyt  I 
favours  of  episcopacy,  or  tending  towards  Ik 
change  of  our  present  church  government,  I 
sessions,  presbyteries,  synods,  and  general  asHi 
blies ;  then,  and  in  that  case,  we  crave  liberty  i 
except  and  protest:  likeas,  by  theae  pitaeat 
we  ao,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jeaus  Cbrii 
who  sludl  hold  that  great  court  of  parliamca 
to  judge  both  the  quick  and  the  dead,  at  h 
glorious  manifestation,  and  in  the  name  of  si 
mother  kirlc,  so  richly  blessed  of  God  the 
many  years  bygone,  under  the  government « 
plead  for,  and  in  the  name  of  the  sjmod  ai 
resjiective  presb}teries  and  sessions  we  at 
members  ot,  and  in  the  name  of  the  particnli 
congregations  we  labour  among,  for  dischaivk 
of  our  necessary  duty,  and  disburdening  of^oi 
own  consciences,  except  and  protest  again 
every  thing  of  the  kind  aforesaid,  done  or  tal 
done  to  the  prejudice  of  reformation,  of  prabr 
terial  government,  and  of  the  liberties  of  tl 
church,  and  against  all  and  evei^  thing  donai 
to  lie  done  for  the  advantage  of  episcopacy, « 
any  way  tending  to  the  introduction,  erertia 
confirmation  or  ratification  thereof,  at  this  pr 
sent  parliament ;  earnestly  beaeeching  the  Lm 
that  your  honours,  this  whole  nation,  and  oo 
selves,  may  be  kept  free  of  the  horrid  guih 
such  a  sinful  change  of  Christ's  government,  ai 
encroachments  upon  his  ro}'al  crown,  and  fr 
of  all  the  sad  inconveniences  ensuing  inevltab 
thereupon,  both  to  kirk  and  state ;  and  ma 
humbly  craving,  that  this  our  supplication  ai 
protestation  may  be  admitted  by  your  honoui 
and  registrated  among  the  acts  and  statutes 
thin  present  parliament,  in  case  (as  God  forU 
any  thing  1>e  done  to  the  pr^uaice  of  (^hri« 

government,  and  advantage  of  episcopacy.    Yo 
ououxs'  refreshing  answer  humbly  wc  ezptc< 
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moaen  iqipoiiited  for  this  synod,  the  earl  of 
Collendar,  and   Sir  Archibald   Stirling  of 
Garden,  come  in,  no  doubt  by  concert  with 
the  corrupted  members,  just  when  they  were 
reasoning  this  lOBtter,  and  required  the  mo- 
derator to  pufgc  the  synod  of  rebels,  mean- 
ing ministers  of  the  protesting  judgment: 
yea,  they  threatened  plainly,  that  if  this  was 
not  presently  fallen  in  with  they  would  dis- 
solve them,  and  stage  them  before  other 
jndgea.    The  synod  were  so  £u  forced  in 
with  the  proposal,  that  they  suspended  Mr.' 
A^^anAfT  Livingstone^  minister  at  Biggar, 
Mim  John  Gre^  minister  at  SkirUng,  Mr. 
Archibald  Porteous,  and  BIr.  James  Don- 
aldson, mimsters  in  Biggar  presbjrteiy,  and 
Mr.  Gilbert  Hall,  minister  at  Kirkliston; 
•n  of  them  ministers  of  great  piety,  and  some 
of  them  persons  of  great  ability  in  the  church, 
I  find  that  at  this  synod,  Mr.  William  Weir, 
mimster  at  Linlithgow,  and  BIr.  William 
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Gd^ton,  minister  at  Bathgate,  were  like- 
wise removed  from  their  chaiges,  upon  ap- 
plication of  some  malignant  and  disaffected 
persons  in  their  parishes.  After  this  sad 
work,  the  conunissioners  proposed  some 
overtures  in  &vour  of  prelacy,  which  the 
plurality  of  the  synod  very  briskly  opposed, 
and  thereupon  were  dissolved  in  the  king's 
name,  and  obliged  to  dismiss  without  prayer. 

There  seems  to  have  been  at  this  time  a 
finned  design  to  bear  down  such  ministers 
as  had  not  been  for  the  public  resolutions : 
■id  therefore  in  the  northern  synods  I  find 
•ome  harsh  dealii^  with  the  few  there  of 
those  sentiments.  One  instance  may  suf- 
fice^ and  it  is  of  that  extraordinary  person 
we  shall  meet  with  fi'equentlyaflerward,  BIr. 
Thomas  Hbgg^  minister  at  Kilteam,  in  the 
lynod  of  Boss.  The  date  is  not  sent  me  by 
die  reverend  minister  who  gives  me  the  in- 
fivmation,  which  he  hath  from  Mr.  Hogg 
himself,  and  Mr.  Fraser  after  mentioned ;  but 
the  fact  itself  leads  us  to  this  synod  in  the 
beginning  of  thb  year. 

BIr.  Murdoch  Mackenzie  was  moderator 
of  diis  synod  of  Ross,  and  now  gaping  after 
the  Ushopric  of  Blurray,  though  he  had 
ibown  a  particular  liking  to  the  covenants, 
and  sworn  them,  some  say  ten,  others  fourteen 
times.  BIr.  Hogg  was  one  from  whom  the 
greatest  opposition  to  prelacy  was  expected 


and  therefore  a  tash  must  be  put  on  .^^1 
him  at  this  synod ;  and  he,  not  being 
to  be  reached  in  any  point  of  practice,  must 
be  staged  for  his  opinion,  and  that  upon  the 
protestation.  When  Mr.  Hogg  appeared  be- 
fore the  synod,  the  moderator  interrogate 
him  what  he  thought  of  the  protestation,  and 
the  assemblies  of  St.  Andrews,  Dundee^  &c  ? 
he  modestly  replied,  that  living  at  a  great 
distance  from  the  places  where  those  things 
were  agitate,  he  never  meddled  much  in  that 
matter.  And  being  further  asked,  if  he 
thought  the  protestation  a  just  and  reason- 
able deed  ?  BIr.  Hogg  declined  to  give  an 
answer,  knowing  what  improvement  was  de- 
signed  to  be  made  of  it,  and  therefore  he 
would  neither  own  nor  disown  it  judicially. 

BIr.  Hogg  being  removed,  the  moderator 
had  a  discourse  to  the  synod,  to  this  effect, 
that  the  brother  they  had  before  them,  was 
known  to  be  a  great  man :  notwithstanding, 
the  king  having  espoused  the  defence  of  those 
assemblies  against  which  the  protestation 
was  given  in,  it  behoved  them  to  go  on  in 
their  work.  Therefore  Mr.  Hogg  was  called 
in,  and  required  judicially  to  disown  and 
disclaim  the  protestation.  This  he  refused 
to  do,  and  thereupon  the  synod  passed  a 
sentence  deposing  him  firom  the  ministry. 
Mr.  Hogg,  in  giving  account  of  this,  my  in- 
former tells  me,  observed,  the  sentence  was 
pronounced  with  a  peculiar  air  of  venera- 
tion,  and  looked  rather  like  their  conse- 
crating him  to  a  higher  office,  than  a  depo- 
sition ;  and  that  the  moderator,  in  a  kind  of 
consolatory  discourse  after  the  sentence, 
spoke  very  near  nonsense.  Among  other 
things  he  was  pleased  to  remind  Mr.  Hogg, 
that  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  had  suffered 
great  wrong  from  the  scribes  and  Pharisees. 

At  that  same  synodical  meeting,  a  motion 
was  made  for  deposing  Mr.  James  Fraser, 
of  Liny,  from  his  office  as  ruling  elder,  for 
the  very  same  reasons  on  which  they  pro- 
ceeded against  Mr.  Hogg ;  but  the  moderator 
opposed  the  proposal,  and  expressed  his  re- 
gard to  him,  as  an  honourable  gentleman, 
and  not  so  £u  engaged  in  that  way  as  some 
others ;  therefore  he  moved  that  they  might 
suspend  Mr.  Fraser  fit)m  officiating  for  some 
time,  and  appoint  some  brethren  to  confer 
with  him,  for  tec\astmn%  Ynxa  icoisv  \A]k 


ISO 


1661  ^^'  ^  brother  rose  up  And 
professed  bimsdf  agamst  that  pro- 
posal, for  this  reason,  that  he  was  more 
afraid  the  gentleman  would  draw  to  his  side 
those  who  should  converK  with  him,  than 
he  could  entertain  hopes  of  their  prevailing 
on  him.  What  the  issue  was,  my  informer 
does  not  remember. 

This  is  but  a  short  swatch  of  the  unprece- 
dented  force,  violence,  and  heavy  oppression 
of  ministers,  in  their  ministerial  and  judica- 
tive capacity ;  the  parallel  of  which,  I  doubt, 
if  it  can  be  given,  as  to  any  of  the  reformed 
churches,  or  in  any  well  ordered  government ; 
cspedally  when  laws  authorizing  their  meet- 
ing, were  yet  standing;  and  they  had  the 
king's  promised  protection.  I  mig^t  name 
many  other  aggravations  of  this  surprising 
procedure,  but  the  naked  narrative  of  facts 
sufficiently  cxposcth  it.  From  these  the 
reader  will  have  some  view  of  the  oppression, 
I  might  say  overturning,  of  our  church  estab- 
lishment, the  essays  used,  and  testimonies 
given  against  this  melancholy  change,  and 
the  attacks  made  upon  church  judicatories, 
while  the  parliament  sat.  Those  I  thought 
good  to  give  some  account  of,  before  the 
sufierings  of  particular  persons,  which  I  now 
come  to. 

SECT.  IlL 

Of  the  tufferingt  and  martyrdom  of  the  noble 
Marquis  ofArgyle,  May  27th,  1661. 

Iif  giving  the  narrative  of  the  hardships  par- 
ticular persons  underwent  this  year,  wc  shall 
find  many  attacked  in  their  name  and  repu- 
tation, others  in  their  liberty,  and  others  in 
their  estates  and  lives.  I  shall  hcffn  with 
the  last :  and  the  excellent  marquis  of  Argyle 
deserves  the  first  room,  and  after  him,  the 
reverend  Mr.  James  Guthrie;  each  of  whose 
sufferings  will  fill  a  section  by  themselves. 

The  case  of  the  marquis  of  Aiigyle^  con- 
taining his  indictment  for  high  treason,  with 
his  laiige  answers,  haying  been  several  times 
printed,  the  less  needs  be  said  here  concern- 
ing this  great  man.  It  b  pity  the  whole  of 
this  eminent  person's  management,  speeches, 
and  petitions  to  the  lords  of  articles,  and  the 
/wrikment,  cannot  now  be  recovered;  some 
of  them  I  bare  before  me,  under  his  \ord- 
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ship's  own  hand,  and  co|Hes  of  others.  Trooi 


those,  and  other  memoirs  of  this  period,  I 
shall  essay  ae  short  and  distinct  an  account 
of  this  noble  peer,  his  treatment  and  trid, 
with  what  followed  upon  it,  as  I  can. 

When  the  king  came  home  last  year,  tbo 
marqub  was  very  much  solicited  to  go  to 
court,  and  some  say,  he  had  assurances  of 
welcome.  No  doubt  he  was  inclinable  to 
wait  upon  a  prince,  upon  whose  head  he  had 
set  the  crown.  Indeed  several  of  his  bert 
finends  were  against  his  gamg  up  to  court, 
till  matters  were  come  to  some  settlement; 
and  particularly  Mir.  Robert  Douglas  used 
many  arguments  to  dissuade  him :  he  was 
forewarned  of  a  change  in  his  majesty's  a^ 
fections  towards  him,  and  acquainted  tfast 
he  wanted  not  enemies  at  London,  who  had 
taken  perns  to  raise  calumnies  upon  his  per- 
son and  conduct.  All  those  prevuled  widi 
him  to  delay  his  journey  for  some  time :  ttt 
length  he  resolved  to  vindicate  himself;  and 
knowing  he  was  able,  upon  his  access  to  the 
king,  soon  to  remove  whatever  dust,  a  set 
of  people,  for  their  own  base  ends,  had  raised 
against  him,  he  took  journey,  and  arrived  ift 
London,  July  8th,  and  with  a  confidenee 
flowing  from  the  testimony  of  a  good  con- 
science, entered  Whitdiall,  to  salute  his  ma- 
jesty. I  am  told  that  his  enemies  had  so 
prepossessed  the  king  against  him,  that  even 
while  upon  his  road  to  London,  orders  wen 
given  to  seize  him,  and  carry  him  back 
prisoner  to  Scotland :  if  so^  he  escaped  the 
messengers,  and  got  safe  to  court.  But  ai 
soon  as  the  king  was  told  he  was  come  to 
Mliitdiall,  he  ordered  Sir  William  Flenung 
to  go  and  carry  him  straight  to  the  Tower  of 
London.  The  marquis  urged  much  to  be 
allowed  to  see  the  king,  but  our  Scots  nun* 
agers  took  care  to  prevent  that;  and  he  wM 
hurried  away  in  the  greatest  haste  poesiblei 
In  the  Tower  he  continued  under  dose  con- 
finement, until  he  was  sent  down  to  Sco^ 
land. 

Hie  springs  of  such  surprising  tieaimcnt 
of  this  great  man,  are  dther  a  secret,  or  not 
very  fit  to  be  propaled.  *    This  much  mf 


•  The  following  panare  in  Kirkton'b  HiiAovy 

of  the  Church  of  Soouuid,  appean  to  ore  ts 

\  tilbTow  coM&!QL«ndA«  \v|2dX  'u^o.  what  are 
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ISl 


he  WB8  the  head  of  the  covenanten 
ootlandy  and  had  been  singularly  acti?e 
le  vrork  of  reformation  there;  and  of  any 
wt  who  had  engaged  in  that  work,  he 
k  fittest  by  it,  when  most  of  the  nation 
it  Tery  much.  He  had  kept  his  power 
influence  in  Scotland  under  the  various 
B  of  affiiirs,  and  stood  when  many  <}f  his 
s  fiell :  and  this  attack  upon  him  was  a 
ce  at  the  root  of  all  that  had  been  done 
loodand  from  the  (year)  1638  to  the 
pation.     It  is  noc  improbable,  besides 


m  of  our  Scots  noblemen  about 
t,  and  the  peculiar  spite  of  the  highfliers 
Snghindy  against  the  marquis,  for  his 
m  principles  in  church  government,  and 
lent  appearances  for  civil  liberty,  that 
fal  Monk,  and  others  about  the  king, 
iring  his  great  abilities  and  experience, 
bow  much  the  king  once  valued  him. 
It  be  afraid  of  his  soon  coming  to  have 
interest  with  his  majesty,  and  making 
discoveries  of  affiiirs,  as  were  not  agree- 
to  their  present  circumstances  and  pro- 
.    What  holy  freedom  the  marquis  had 
in  reproving  some  vices,  and  what  pro- 
i  had  been  made  him,  which  were  not 
to  be  performed,  I  shall  not  say :  but 
s  of  those,  if  not  all,  concurred  to  begin 


d  orer, 
CDtion. 


as  the  ooncesled  motiTei  of  this 
*<  This  [Charles']  unraocetifulneat 

hia  other  attempts,  prevailed  wlUi  him  to 
with  the  Soots  more  than  all  the  arguments 
eommiasioners  could  use  of  ane  episcopal 

[a  papist  he  should  have  saidl  to  become 
rcnanted  presbjrterian.  And  toe  marquis 
rgfltj  being  all  that  time  almost  dictator  of 
Bod,  to  make  all  sure  for  himself  being  in 
;  dauDger  from  the  enry  of  his  enemies, 
j^  good  to  strike  up  a  match  betwixt  the 
,  and  his  daughter  lady  Anne,  to  which  the 

consented  with  all  assurance,  though  all 
poor  fiunily  had  by  the  bargain  was  a  dis- 
Bitment,  so  grievous  to  the  poor  young  lady, 
of  a  gallant  young  gentlewoman,  she  losed 
ipirit  and  turned  absolutely  distracted.  So 
rtonately  do  the  back  wheels  of  private 
;n,  work  in  the  puppet  plays  of  the  public 
Intions  in  the  world."  After  this,  no  man 
I  aei|uaiuted  with  human  nature,  will  be  in 
east  surprised  when  the  historian  goes  on 
ly  that,  **  the  first  clap  at  royal  indignation 
ipon  the  marquis  of  Argyle  who,  upon  the 
I  of  his  majesty's  return,  and,  as  it  was 
red,  upon  good  encouragement  to  expect 
:y  welcome,  when  he  had  pouted  to  I>ondon 

the  rent,  entering  Whitehall  with  confi- 
e  to  salute  his  majesty,  had  only  this  for 
Dtatainmciit/  that  so  sooji  as  erer  ffae  king 


and  help  forward  this  violent  stonn    |_ ^ 
now  come  upon  hint. 

While  in  the  Tower,  he  made  appBcation 
for  liber^  to  have  the  affidavits  and  dedam- 
tionsof  Mvenl  persons  in  Kngland,  taken 
upon  some  matters  of  &ct,  when  he  was  con- 
cerned in  the  public  administration,  before 
the  usurpation;  but  this  piece  of  justice  was 
flatly  refused  him.  Vnm  the  Tower  he  was, 
toward  the  beginning  of  December,  sent 
down  to  Scotland  in  a  man-of-war,  to  abide 
his  trial  before  the  parlmment  Sir  John 
Swinton  came  down  prisoner  with  him,  and 
they  had  a  severe  storm  in  their  passi^  in 
which  the  ship  before  mentioned,  with  the 
records  of  the  kingdbm,  was  lost  December 
20th,  they  landed  at  Leith,  and  next  day, 
Swinton  being  a  quaker,  and  excommunicate, 
was  carried  up  the  street  of  Edmburgfa,  dis- 
covered, and  guarded  by  the  town  officers ; 
and  the  marquis  walked  up  the  street  covered, 
betwixt  two  of  the  bailies  of  Edinburgh,  to 
the  castle,  where  he  continued  till  his  trial 
came  on. 

By  the  minutes  of  parliament  (brmeily 
mentioned,  I  find,  January  18th,.  the  lord 
Cochran,  preadent  of  the  comndttee  for 
bills,  reported  to  the  pariiament,  that  a  sup- 
plication was  presented  to  them  by  the  laird 


heard  he  waa  there,  with  an  angry  stamp  of  the 
foot,  he  commanded  Sir  Willunn  Fleming  to 
execute  his  orders^  who,  thereupon  conveyed  the 
marquis  straight  to  the  Tower  there  to  lie^  tUl 
he  was  senr  down  to  Scotland  to  die  a  aaorifice  to 
royal  jealousy  and  revenge.**  The.  above  it  is 
probable  was  one  of  the  reasons^  which  our  his- 
torian did  not  think  "very  fit  to  be  propaled  :** 
but  there  was  anoUier,  which  oould  not  sun^ 
escape  his  obeervatiso,  though  he  has  omitted  to 
record  it,  Middle*on  and  his  associates  who  had 
now  got  into  their  hands,  the  administration  of 
Scotish  affidrs  wens  very  poor,  and  they  were 
equally  avaricious ;  the  estate  of  the  marquis  of 
Aiigyle  was  a  large  one ;  and  there  appears  to  be 
no  reason  for  misdoubting  Burnet,  when  be 
says,  **  they  had  a  desire  to  divide  it  among  them- 
spl  ves.  **  This  we  may  well  believe,  they  suppos- 
ed, after  having  cut  off  the  marqoia,  would  not 
be  a  matter  of  much  difficulty.  Differences 
among  themselves  combined  with  other  causes, 
however,  after  they  had  committed  the  crime, 
prevented  them  from  reaping  those  happy  re- 
sults they  had  anticipated ;  and  IVliddleton,  who 
unquestionably  hoped  to  have  had  the  whole  to 
Iiimself,  ivas  in  the  issue  completely  disappointed. 
Vide  Kirkton*s  History  of  the  Church  of  Scot- 
land, pp.  60,  69,  70.  Burnet's  History  of  his 
Own  Times,  £din.  Ed.  n<A.  \,  ^A^Ytf^YTU 
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1661  ^  LbwukniI,  crefing  warrant  to  a 
meBsenger  to  cite  the  marquia  of 
Argyle,  and  some  others,  to  i^pear  before 
the  parliament,  to  anawer  to  thecrimea  con- 
tained in  the  Inll.  Some  opposition  was 
made  to  this;  but  it  was  carried,  by  a  vast 
plurality,  to  grant  warrant.  This  gentleman 
was  hounded  out  by  the  managers,  to  bring 
in  thui  charge  of  severities  against  the  mar- 
quis ;  fit)m  which  he  vindicates  himself  in  his 
printed  defences. 

When  thus  dted,  upon  the  first  of  Feb- 
ruary he  ghres  in  two  petitions  to  the  parlia- 
ment, the  one  craving  advocates  to  be  al- 
lowed him,  and  the  other  that  the  day  of  his 
compearance  might  be  delayed.  After  much 
debate  in  the  house,  both  were  referred  to 
the  lo;t!s  of  articles,  where  the  managers 
were  sure  to  carry  their  point  as  they  pleased. 
What  their  answer  was,  I  have  not  seen. 
February  5th,  I  find  it  rq)resented  to  the 
house,  that  the  lawyers,  given  in  list  by  the 
marquis,  being  heard  before  the  articles,  did 
prevail  to  be  excused ;  and  a  new  petition, 
with  a  new  list,  being  presented,  the  parliar 
mrat  granted  the  desire  of  it,  leaving  room 
for  the  advocates  to  plead  their  excuses  be- 
fore the  articles.  All  this  looks  like  a  trick, 
to  depnve  him  of  the  benefit  of  advocates,  in 
a  cause  which  so  nearly  concerned  him ;  or 
at  least,  so  to  protract  the  time,  that  there 
should  be  very  little  room  for  drawing  of 
answers.  The  names  of  his  advocates  were, 
judge  Ker,  Mr.  Andrew  Bimie,  Mr.  Robert 
Bimie,  BIr.  afterwards  Sir  Geoige,  Macken- 
zie of  Rosehau^,  Mr.  afterwards  Sir  John, 
Cuningbam,  and  BIr.  George  NorveL  The 
day  of  his  compearance  was  ordered  to  be 
February  13th ;  and  till  then  terrible  stories 
were  buzzed  about  of  the  marquis's  horrid 
barbarities  used  against  the  gentlemen  of 
the  name  of  Lawmont,  M'Coul  of  Lorn,  the 
laird  of  Appine,  the  gentlemen  of  Clanron- 
aid,  and  others,  fit>m  which  there  lies  a  fiiU 
vindication  in  his  printed  defences.  But  this 
was  necessary,  to  prepare  members  of  par- 
liament, and  the  nation,  for  die  barbarous 
tr^edy  that  was  now  shortly  to  be  acted. 

Upon  the  13th  of  February,  the  marquis 
was  brought  down  from  the  castle  in  a  coach, 
with  three  of  the  magistrates  of  Edinburgh, 
sttended  with  the  town  guards,  and  pte-^ 
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sented  at  the  bar,  where  Sr  Jolm  Fletcher, 
the  king's  advocate^  accused  him,  in  oommfln 
form,  of  high  treason,  and  preacntiqg  aniBi 
dictroent,  craved  it  m^gjit  be  read.  Tin 
marquis  humUy  craved,  that  he  might  have 
liberty  to  speak  before  the  reading  of  Ui 
dittay,  (indictment)  promising  that  he  shooU 
not  say  any  thing  to  the  matter  theran  eoa- 
tained.  When  the  advocate  opposed  tUi 
with  violence,  the  marquis  was  removed,  aad 
after  some  ddxite,  the  house  refused  his  r» 
sonable  desire,  and  ordered  hia  dittvr  to  bs 
read.  When  my  lord  was  called  in,  and  Urn 
intimate  to  him,  he  moved  that  a  bill  he  had 
by  his  advocates  given  in  to  thelorda  of  tb 
articles,  might  be  now  read  in  the  paili^ 
roent;  the  deore  of  it  was,  a  precognition 
with  many  reasons  why  this  ou^t  to  bs 
granted.  The  lords  of  articles  would  not 
transmit  this  bill  to  the  parliament,  and  ths 
marquis  had  no  other  method  left  him,  bat 
to  move  the  reading  of  the  petition  in  tbe 
house;  this  was  likewise  peremptorily  re- 
fused. This  petition,  not  being  printed  m 
the  common  copies  of  his  case^  and  ffn% 
considerable  light  to  this  trial,  I  have  added 
in  a  note.* 


*  Marquis  of  Arsrle's  petition,  with 
for  h  precognition,  February  12th,  1661. 

That  forasmeikle  aa  the  petitioner  Gan>  with 
a  safe  oonacienc^  affirm,  and  lolemnly  pnlcM, 
that  whatever  hia  actings  or  acoeealon  haul  bma, 
in  relation  to  public  hudnessi  ainee  the  hi^la- 
ning  of  the  troubles,  till  hia  xnajiegtfu  depntiBt 
hence  in  the  year  1651,  though  he  Wul  not 
purge  himself  of  errors,  failings,  and  mistate 
Iwth  in  judgment  and  practice,  InddeDt  ti 
human  frailty,  and  common  to  him,  if  not  witk 
the  whole,  at  least  the  greatest  part  of  the  n^ 
tion ;  yet,  in  one  thing,  though  he  were  to  die^ 
he  would  still  arouch  and  retidn  his  innooncj, 
that  he  never  intended  any  tiling  treannaiily, 
out  of  any  pernicious  design  against  his  nujv- 
ty's  late  royal  father,  of  ever  glorions  memdry, 
or  his  present  migesty,  (whom  God  may  loaf 
preserve)  their  persons  or  goremment,  but  a> 
deavonred  always,  to  his  uttermost,  for  settlfiw 
the  differences  betwixt  their  nuyestfes  and  tMr 
people.  And  as  to  any  actings  heibn  the  fssr 
1641,  or  since  the  said  year,  till  his  mwsty 
being  in  the  parliament  at  Prtth  and  StvUngi 
your  petitioner  did,  with  a  full  assuranes^  ray 
upon  nis  gracious  majesty,  and  hia  royal  fiitbcr, 
their  treaties,  approbation,  oblivion,  and  indem- 
nity, for  wliat  was  past,  and  ftrmly  believed, 
that  the  same  should  never  hare  risen  in  judg- 
ment, or  that  the  petitioner  should  have  been 
drawn  in  Question  therefore;  and  during  his 
n^jesty's  aiMence,  and  being  forced  Ihrm  the 
exercise  of  hia  royal  government  by  tlic  lata 


HAP.  11.3 

Being  Ofenvled  thus  in  erery  thing,  the 
(fictment  was  reaJ.  The  reader  hath  it  in 
8  printed  case,  and  I  would  most  willingly 
icrt  it  in  the  appendix,  were  it  not  very 
ige,  and  the  answers  to  it  necessarily  much 
r,  so  that  this  volume  would  swell  ex- 
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then  point  at  the  heads  thereof    ,^^, 
as  bneny  as  I  can,  that  the  reader 
may  have  some  view  of  the  unaccounta- 
ble injustice  of  this  procedure.      In  the 
general  it  may  be  noticed,  that  thb  libel 
wos  more  months  in  forming,  than  the  mar- 


ly were  they  added.      I  shall  only 


quis  had  days  allowed  him  to  frame  his  an- 


mipas,  and  long  after  that  the  nation,  by 
Icfr  oepatles,  had  aoeepted  of  their  authority 
nd  gOTunment,  and  the^  in  poeacMion,  the 
ctitioiUT  was  forced  to  capitulation  with  them, 
dng  in  their  hands,  and  under  sicknem;  and 
ha  mna  wae^  after  idl  endeavours  used,  aoioord- 
Bg  to  the  dn^  of  a  good  subject,  and,  upon  the 
Ktitloaer*s  purt,  so  innocent,  and  necossary  for 
■tf-pi uatrrat ion,  without  the  least   intention, 
igtion,  or  effect,  to  his  majesty's  prejudice ;  that 
iiaeit,  upon  misinformation,  (as  the  petitioner 
lunnUy  eonoeiTes)  his  actings  and  compliance, 
both  in  their  designs  and  quality,  have  been 
■Jsrcpreaented,   as   particularly   singular   and 
pffsonal,  stating  the  petitioner  in  a  degree  of 
ndlt  beyond  others^  and  incapable  of  pardon; 
us  same  have  so  for  prevailed  upon  his  m^esty, 
■  to  clmid  and  damp  the  propitious  and  com- 
Gwtable  rays  of  his  royal  grace  and  fiivour,  and 
bava  stndned  his  gracious  inclination  beyond 
[to  natural  disposition  of  clemency,  expressed  to 
Us  other  subjects,  to  commit  the  petitioner's 
prrtm,  and  give  way  to  the  trial  of  bis  carriage 
nd  actings :  yet,  so  firmly  rooted  is  the  petition- 
ary persuasion   of  his   majesty's  justice  and 
demency,  and  that  he  intends  the  reclaiming, 
ind  not  the  ruin  of  the  meanest  of  his  subjects, 
iHio  retain  their  loyalty,  duty,  and  good  affec- 
uoo  to  his  person  and  government;  tha^  upon 
tnia  and  rignt  representation  of  the  petitioner's 
Baniaae  and  actings,  he  shall  be  Mo  to  vindi- 
eats  hiinself  of  these  aspersions,  and  shall  give 
Ua  mi^eaty  satisfaction,  at  least  so  far  to  ex- 
mnate  hla  guilt,  as  may  render  him  a  fit  object 
•f  that  royal  clemency,  which  is  of  that  depth, 
that  having  swallowed  and  past  by,  not  only 
ptpfiTi^j  but  national  guiltiness,  of  much  more 
mn  die  as  any  the  petitioner  can  be  charged 
wlm,  or  made  out  against  him,  and  so  will  not 
Mndn  to  pass  by  and  pardon  the  faults  and 
fiAiogs  of  a  person  who  never  acted  but  in  a 
poUie  Joint  way,  without  any  siniitrous  or 
TrtMonshlr  design  against  his  mi^esty,  or  his 
njal  fttlier ;  and  against  which  he  can  defend 
Umself  either  by  acts  of  approlMtion  and  obliv- 
igOf  la  verbo  prineipu,  which  he  conceives  to  be 
tfaa  Bupreme,  sacred,  and  inviolable  security,  or 
wUah  he  was  forced  to  much  against  hb  incH- 
natSoo,  bj  an  insuperable  necessity.     And  albeit 
Us  aiijeaty's  grace  and  favour  is  strictly  tied  to 
BO  other  rule  but  his  will  and  pleasure,  yet  his 
■ijcaty's  80  innate,  essential,  and  Insuperable  a 

rality  <^  his  royal  nature,  that  the  petitioner 
parsuaded,  in  all  human  certainty,  that  the 
liBfing  and  committing  to  his  parliament,  (as 
Is  espresaed  in  his  migesty's  declaration,  October 
Ifidi,  last  bypast)  the  trying  and  judging  ot  the 
CBTbige  of  his  subjects,  during  the  late  troubles, 
sa  Indeed  it  is  in  its  own  nature,  and  ought  to 
be  eo  accepted  of  all,  as  an  undoubted  evidence 
of  his  nu^Mty's  affection  to,  and  confidence  in 
Us  people ;  80  no  other  trial  or  judging  is  therein 
anty  but  a  fair,  just,  legal,  ana  usual  trial, 


without  any  prejudice,  passion,  or  preliraitation, 
or  precipittttion.     Likeas,  by  the  said  declara- 
tioii,  there  was  a  freedom  for  all  the  people 
interested,  to  make  their  application  to  the  par- 
liament, or  in  the  meantime  to  the  committee, 
from  whom  only  his  mi^esty  is  pleased  to  declare 
he  would  receive  address  and  information ;  and 
seeing  it  vras  the  petitioner's  misfortune,  during 
the  sitting  of  the  said  committee,  to  be  prisoner 
in  Englaiid;  whereas  if  he  had  beeu  prisoner 
here  in  Scotland,  he  would  have  made  applica- 
tion to  them,  and  would  have  craved,  and  in 
justice  expected,  that  precognition  might  have 
been  taken  by  them  to  whom  the  preparing  and 
ordering  of  tnat  affair  (to  wit,  anent  the  subjects* 
trials  during  the  troubles)  was  recommended, 
that  the  petitioner's  absence,  which  was   his 
punishment,  not  his  fiiult,  may  not  be  preju- 
dicial, seeing  the  petitioner  has  lately  received 
two  several  dittays,  wherein   there  be  many 
crimes  grossly  false,  with  ail  the  aspersions  and 
aggravations  imaginable  laid  to  his  charge,  im- 
porting no  less  man  the  loss  of  his  lite,  fame, 
and  estate,  and  the  ruin  of  him  and  his  poster- 
ity, which,  he  is  confident,  is  not  intended  by 
his  mi^csty ;  and  that  by  the  law  and  practice  of 
this  kingdom,  consonant  to  all  reason  and  equi- 
ty, the  petitioner  ought,  upon  his  desire,  to  have 
a  precognition,  for  taking  the  deposition  of  cer- 
tain persons,  which  being  frequently  and  usually 
practised  in  this  country,  when  any  po-son  u 
defamed  for  any  crime,  and  therefore  incarce- 
rate, before  he  was  brought  to  a  orial,  at  his 
desire  precognition  was  Uiken  in  all  businesa 
relating  th^eto;  which  the  petitioner  in  all 
humility,  conceives  ought  much  more  not  to  be 
denied  to  him,  not  only  by  reason  of  respect  to 
his  quality,  and  of  the  importance  and  conse- 
quence thereof  to  all  his  migesty's  subjects,  of 
all  quality,  in  all  time   coming,  but  also  in 
r^ard  it  has  been  so  meaned  and  intended  by 
his  majesty's  declaration  foresaid.     Likeas,  the 
manner  of  the  crimes  objected,  being  actings  in 
times  of  wars  and  troubles,  the  guilt  thereof 
was  not  personal  and  particular,  but   rather 
national  and  universal,  and  vailed  and  covered 
with  acts  of  indemnity  and  oblivion,  and  so 
tender  and  ticklish,  that  if  duly  pondered,  after 
a  hearing  allowed  to  the  petitioner,  in  prudency 
and  policy,  will  not  be  found  expedient  to  be 
tossed  in  public,  or  touched  with  every  hand, 
but  rather  to  be  precognosced  upon  by  some 
wise,  sober,  noble,  and  judicious  persons,  for 
these  and  several  other  reasons  in  the  paper 
hereto  annexed ;  nor  does  the  petitioner  desire 
the  same  animo  protelandif  nor  needs  the  same 
breed  any  lonaer  delay,  nor  is  it  sought  without  an 
end  of  zeal  to  nis  migesty's  power,  and  vindication 
of  the  petitioner's  iunocency,  as  to  many  particu- 
lars wherewith  be  is  aspersed ;  and  it  would  be 
seriously  pondered,  that  seeing  cunctatio  nuHa 
longOf  wn  aaitur  de  vita  Aonunu,  f«x  Vun  cftsw 
this  small  delay,  w\i\c^i  \a  ii];su»\t«xA  \&  ^>a 
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im*!  swen  to  it.  Besides  ordinary  fontkf 
the  indictment  consisted  of  fourteen 
articles,  wherein  a  heap  of  slander,  penrer- 
sion  of  matters  of  &ct,  and  misrepresenta- 
tions are  gathered  up  against  this  good  and 
great  man ;  all  which  he  abundantly  takes 
off  in  his  answers.  He  is  indicted,  that  he 
rose  in  arms  in  opposition  to  the  king's  good 
subjects,  the  anticovenanters,  and  said  to 
Mr.  John  Stewart,  "  that  it  was  the  opinion 
oTmany  divines,  that  kings,  in  some  cases, 
mi^t  be  dqx>sed."  2.  That  he  marched 
with  armed  mesa  against  the  house  of  Airlie, 
and  burned  the  same.  3.  That  in  the  year 
1640,  he  laid  siege  to  his  majesty's  castle  of 
Dumbarton,  and  forced  it  to  render  to  him* 
4.  That  he  called,  or  caused  to  be  called,  the 
convention  of  estates,  1643,  and  entered  into 
the  solemn  league  and  covenant  with  Eng- 
land, levied  subsidies  from  the  subjects, 
nused  an  army,  and  fought  against  his  ma- 
jesty's forces.  6.  That  in  1645,  he  burned 
the  house  of  Menstrie.  6.  That  in  1646,  he 
or  those  under  his  command,  besieged  and 
took  in  the  house  of  Towart  and  Escoge^ 
and  killed  a  great  many  gentlemen.  7.  That 
he  marched  to  Kintyre,  and  killed  300  men 
of  the  name  of  M'Donald  and  M'Coul,  in 
cold  blood,  and  transported  200  men  to  the 
uninhabited  Isle  of  Jura,  where  they  perished 
by  fiunine.  8.  That  he  went  up  to  London, 
and  agreed  with  a  committee  there,  to  de- 
liver up  the  king  to  the  English  army  at 
Newcastle,  upon  the  payment  of  200,000^ 
pretended  to  be  due  for  the  arrears  of 
the  army,  treasonably  raised,  1643.  9. 
ITiat  1648,  he  protested  in  parliament 
against  the  engagement  for  relieving  his 
majesty,  and  convocated  an  army  to  op- 
pose the  engagers,  met  with  Oliver  Crom- 
well, commander  of  the  English  army,  and 
consented  to  a  letter  writ  to  him,  October 
6th,  1648,  and  to  the  instructions  given  to 


mtwt  expfAient^  if  not  absolutely  nccesmnr,  be 
refustn!,  ubi  agitur,  non  aolum  de  nto,  aeddefcana, 
and  of  all  world]  j  interests  that  can  be  dear  or  of 
ralae  to  any  man. 

Upon  consideration  of  the  premises,  it  is 
numbly  crared  that  your  grnte  and  the 
honourable  estatiw  of  parliiunent,  may 
gnnt  the  petitioner's  desire,  and  to  f^ve 
warrant  to  cite  persons  to  depone  before 
your  grace  uiid  the  estates  of  parViamcnt, 
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Sir  John  CSiiedy  to  the  parliwneni  of  Eig- 
land,  and  in  BlayfoUowiiigiigiiedawBmt 
for  a  proclamation,  declaring  the  loffdi  OgSfii 
and  Rae,  the  marqois  of  Hiintly,  John,  nov 
eari  of  Middicton,  their  wrrea  and  fiuoaifii^ 
to  be  OQt  of  the  protectioD  of  the  kingdcm 
10.  That  he  clogged  his  imyesty's  inidtatioa 
to  his  kingdom  of  Scotland,  1649,  with  niM^ 
unjust  limitations,  and  consented  to  thennv> 
der  of  the  marquis  of  Montrose^  to  obstnul 
his  niige8ty*8  resdution  of  coming  to  Ini 
kingdom;  that  he  coireqwnded  with  Gra» 
well,  without  his  nugesty's  knowledge;  tfait 
he  contrived  and  consented  to  the  actof  tbe 
West  Kirk,  Augoit  ISth,  1660,  and  the  ib- 
darationfoUowingthereupon.  II.  Thatinths 
years  1653  and  1654^  he  abetted  and  jciad 
with,  or  furnished  arms  to  the  iisurper^s  fixoa 
in  the  Highlands,  i^ainst  the  earia  of  Gfa»- 
cairn  and  Ikfiddleton,  and  gave  remisaoosto 
such  as  had  been  in  the  king's  service.  11 
That  he  received  a  precept  from  the  oson 
per  of  12,000pounds  sterling,  and  did  oonsMk 
to  the  proclamation  of  Richard  Cromwell; 
accepted  a  oomnussion  from  the  shire  of 
Aberdeen,  and  sat  and  voiced  in  his  pro- 
tended parliament  13.  That  he  rMkei 
the  ministers  in  Aigyle,  for  praying  for  the 
king.  14.  That  he  positiveljr  gave  his  ad- 
vice to  Cromwell  and  Ireton  in  a  conferenoa 
1 648,that  they  could  not  be  safe  till  the  kii^i 
life  were  taken  away,  at  least  did  know  and 
conceal  that  horrible  design. 

After  reading  the  indictment,  the  marquis 
was  allowed  to  speak,  and  discoursed  at  ootK 
siderable  length  to  the  parliament.  TUs  ex- 
temporary speech  was  taken  from  his  mouth 
in  shorthand,  and  is  insert  in  his  printed 
case;  and  the  reader  will  find  it  full  of 
close  reasoning;  and  strong  sense.  **  After 
he  had  declared  his  joy  at  the  restoradoD, 
and  his  trust  in  the  king*8  goodness,  and  the 
justice  of  his  judges,  he  says  with  Paul  in 

upon  such  interrogatoriesas  TooppetitioMr 
shall  give  in,  for  clearing  of  several  thiiifi 
concerning  his  intention  and  loyalty  dar- 
ing the  troubles ;  and  for  such  aa  are  oat 
of  the  country,  and  strangers,  residenttn 
in  Ensland,  commissions  may  be  directed 
to  such  as  your  grace  and  the  parliament 
shall  think  fit,  to  take  their  depositions 
upon  oath,  and  to  n>tium  the  same :  and 
^our  vetitiuner  shall  ever  pray,  &c. 
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«iotfier  case,  the  things  alleged  agannt  hun 
camioC  be  proven:  but  this  he  confesses, 
tfnft  in  the  way  allowed  bj  solemn  oaths 
■id  covenants,  he  aerved  his  God,  his 
liog,  and  country.  He  complains  he  had 
neither  a  hearing,  nor  pen,  ink,  or  pqper,  al^ 
lowed  him,  until  this  heavy  chaige  was  grren. 
Be  notices  in  Sir  Walter  Ralph's  words, 
that  dogs  bariL  at  such  as  they  know  net, 
and  accompany  one  another  in  those  dam- 
and  though  he  owns  he  wanted  not 
common  to  all  engaged  in  public 
in  sudi  a  time,  yet  he  blesses  God, 

Ke  is  able  to  make  the  fidsehood  of  eveiy  ar- 

titie  of  his  chaige  appear.     That  he  had 

done  nothing  wi^  a  wicked  mind;  but  with 

nny  others  had  the  misfortune  to  do  several 


1S5 


vhn^gs,  the 
proveu  nao. 


unforeseen   events  of  which 


would  have  prevented  mudi  hurt    .^. 
afterwards,   and  it  was   none  of 
their  fruits  matters  were  not  then  compro- 
mised. 

M  As  to  hisdealings  with  the  English  after 
Worcester,  he  otBtn  to  prove  he  laid  out 
himself  with  his  vassals  to  oppose  the  Ei^ 
lish;  and  a  strong  force  being  sent  into 
Argyleshire,  and  he  under  sickness,  he  was 
made  prisoner,  and  at  all  haards  refused  in 
the  least  to  join  with  them.  This  he  diows 
would  have  been  contrary  to  his  interest,  as 
well  as  duty;  and  evidences,  that  all  along 
he  did  oppose  a  commonwealth.  He  com- 
plains that  the  advocate  had  dealt  veiy  un- 
generously and  unfairly,  in  forming  his 
libel ;  and  as  to  other  things,  refers  to  his 
defences." 

When  the  marquis  had  ended,  the  advo- 


After  this  he  comes  to  obviate  the  prin-  cate  subdolously  (artfolly)  endeavoured  to 
aptl  cahmnnes  in  his  in&tment.  **  As  to  <  bring  him  to  speak  upon  some  heads,  which 
the  kii^s  murder,  he  declares,  that  if  he  had   he  declined,  and  referred  to  his  defences; 


been  accessary  to  the  counsel  or  knowledge 
of  it,  he  deserved  no  ficvoor;  but  he  was  the 
fnt  mover  of  the  oath  m  parliament,  1649, 
to  vinficate  the  members,  and  discover  the 
^Dany.  And  in  a  latter  will  made  1656,  he 
CBlMy  made  it  appear  he  was  free  of  that 


and  yet  when  he  came  in,  after  he  had  been 
removed,  while  the  house  were  fixing  the 
time  of  his  next  i^ipearance,  he  spoke  to 
what  the  advocate  had  cast  up,  as  to  his  op- 
position to  the  engagers  at  Stirling,  1646, 
and  made  it  appear,  that  he  was  attacked  by 


oieenUe  crime,  the  origmal  copy  whereof'  Sir  George  Monro,  several  of  his  friends 
ready  to  be  produced.  Thathe  never  sow,  |  killed,  and  he  himself  hardly  escaped.    The 


or  had  die  least  correspondence  with  Crom- 
wdl,  till  sent  by  the  committee  of  estates, 
1648,  to  atop  his  march  to  Scotland ;  and 
dan  he  dedined  eonesponding  with  the 
■wffT**"  tnay,  which  he  oflhrs  instantly  to 
askoqjpeor. 

^  He  next  asserts  his  regard  to  the  late 
dske  of  Hannlton,  and  owns  that  he  declined 
to  compliment  Cromwdl  in  his  bdudf ; 
vinch  if  he  had  done,  would  have  been  an 
■tide  of  his  indictment.  He  declares  he 
laed  hia  utmost  endeavours  to  preserve  the 
larqnis  of  Huntley,  and  that  he  never  had 
«iy  thing  out  of  his  estate^  but  what  was 
ibsohitely  necessary  for  his  own  rdief,  and 
that  he  was  of  very  great  use  to  that  femily. 
As  to  the  marquis  of  Montrose's  death,  he 
ippeab  to  many  of  the  members'  knowledge, 
that  he  poaitivdy  refosed  to  meddle,  either 
b  die  matter  or  manner  of  it;  and  declares, 
that  in  the  (year)  1645,  the  marquis  and 
had  tgreed  upon  a  treaty,  which 


lawyers  for  the  marquis  took  aprotest,  ^  that 
what  should  escape  them  in  pleading,  other 
by  word  or  writ,  for  the  life,  honour,  and 
estate  of  their  client,  might  not  thereafter  be 
obtruded  to  them  as  treasonable ;"  and  took 
instruments.  When  the  pannel  and  his  ad- 
vocates were  removed,  the  king's  advocate, 
in  order  to  intimidate  and  frighten  die  mar- 
quis's lawyers,  got  the  parliament  to  refuse 
to  record  their  instrument:  yet  common 
rules  obliged  the  house  to  permit  them  to 
speak  as  freely  as  is  usual  in  such  cases. 

Ibe  parliament  fixed  the  86th  of  Febru- 
ary, for  the  day  of  the  defender  his  giving  in 
defences  in  writ.  A  very  short  diet  indeed, 
for  replymg  to  a  charge  which  contained  so 
many  particukrs,  and  related  to  persons  and 
times  at  such  a  distance,  and  an  indictment 
contrived  in  so  general  and  captions  terms^ 
all  which  is  better  represented  in  the  printed 
defences,  than  I  can  pretend  to  do,  WVviesw 
this  was  signified  upoa  ihe  \>«x\:f «  \Mscn% 


136 


THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  BUFFERINGS  [BOOK  I. 


Igg.  called  in,  die  marquis,  with  his  advcv 
cates,  craved  again,  that  his  bill  for 
a  precognition  might  be  read,  and  granted 
by  the  house.  To  which  the  chancellor 
replied,  *  that  it  had  been  formerly  refused 
at  the  articles,  and  that  it  would  not  be 
granted.*'  Thus  we  see,  whaterer  the  com- 
missioner pretended,  in  pressing  the  nomi- 
nation of  the  lords  of  articles,  they  were  an 
illegal  and  unreasonable  bar  to  the  affidrs  of 
the  kingdom,  their  coming  under  the  cogniz- 
ance of  the  parliament,  and  so  most  justly 
complained  of  in  our  daim  of  right,  and  hap- 
pily taken  away  at  the  revolution. 

By  a  petition  the  marquis  applied  (to)  die 
parliament,  February  26th,  that  he  might 
have  a  further  time  to  form  his  defences,  be- 
cause his  advocates  were  strangers  to  the 
process,  till  put  into  their  hands ;  and  the 
matter  of  his  indictment  was  of  such  extent: 
and  they  granted  him  until  the  5th  of  March ; 
which  day,  I  find  him  before  the  lords  of 
articles,  deiuring  the  continuation  of  his  affidr, 
till  the  meeting  of  parliament  to-morrow. 
This  short  delay  was  not  allowed  him ;  but 
by  two  or  three  votes  he  was  peremptorily 
appointed  to  produce  his  defences ;  where- 
upon he  had  a  most  patiietical  speech,  and 
when  he  ended  it,  gave  in  a  very  moving  sup- 
plication, remitting  himself  to  the  king's 
mercy,  and  beseeching  the  parliament  may 
intercede  for  him.  This  speech  is  printed 
in  his  case,  and  he  acquaints  them,  **  that 
this  trial  nearly  concerns  him,  and  is  a  pre- 
parative to  the  whole  nation,  themselves, 
and  posterity ;  and  wishes  them  to  take  heed 
what  they  do;  for  they  judge  not  for  men, 
but  tiie  Lord,  who  is  with  them  in  judgment. 
He  observes,  there  are  many  of  them  young 
men,  who,  except  by  report,  know  not  what 
was  done  since  the  (year)  1638,  and  are  ig- 
norant of  the  grounds  of  the  procedure  of 
this  church  and  kingdom,  in  that  time: 
Therefore  he  desires  their  charity,  till  the 
circumstances  be  heard  and  weighed,  and 
proposes  several  important  maxims  to  their 
consideration.  That  circumstances  chang- 
ing sometimes,  make  what  is  lawful  appeal 
unlawful.  That  when  an  invading  usurper 
is  in  possession,  making  former  laws  crimes, 
the  safety  of  the  people  is  certainly  the  su- 


ptemelaw.    Tliat  necessity  has  no  law.   T\uil\VQseclVuQK^ 


iater  oFwa  mietd  kgtt.  That  of  two  enh, 
the  least  is  to  be  choten.  Hut  no  man*! 
intention  must  be  judged  by  the  event  of 
the  action,  there  bdng  a  vast  diffirence  b^ 
twixt  the  condition  of  a  work,  and  the  a- 
tention  of  the  worker.  That  it  cannot  ba 
esteemed  virtue  to  abstain  from  vice,  te 
where  it  is  in  our  power  to  commit  the  vin^ 
and  we  have  a  temptatton." 

Unto  those  maxims  he  subjcMns  die  ftit 
lowing  considerations :  **  That  subjects^  a^ 
tions  are  to  be  difierendy  considered,  wfan 
their  lawful  prince  is  in  the  exercise  of  \m 
authority,  and  when  there  is  do  ki^g  ii 
Israel;  yea,  even  when  the  sovereign  isii 
the  nation,  and  when  fbroed  to  leave  Ui 
people  under  the  power  of  a  fixe^  swonL 
That  subjects'  actions  are  likewise  ni%iiti(f 
altered,  when  a  usurper  is  sulmiittednnto  fay 
die  rqiresentatives  of  a  natioo,  and  fiir  mmm 
years  in  possession  of  the  government.  Thit 
submission  to  a  usurping  invader,  in  thbcMiy 
when  afler  assisting  the  lawful  magistrate  to 
their  power,  they  are  made  priaoocri^  aail 
can  do  no  better,  softens  the  case  yet  mon^ 
eq>ecially  when  they  continue  priaoners  upoa 
demand,  and  are  particulariy  noticed  aail 
persecuted  for  their  afiection  to  thdr  soff» 
dgn.    That  a  great  difierence  is  to  be  mads 
between  a  thing  done  ad  lucrum  coptandam, 
and  that  done  only  ad  damnum  emtaadam. 
That  all  princes  have  fiivourably  considod 
such,  as  in  sudi  circumstances  voiuntariljr 
cast  themselves  upon  didr  clemency.    TU 
his  majesty's  natural  clemency,  evidenced  ts 
all  his  English  subjects,  cannot  but  be  ifih 
played  to  his  sutjects  in  Scotland,  who  aoA  i 
fered,  even  by  them  whom  he  pardoo^ftr  , 
their  afiection  to  his  majesty.  ! 

**  Upon  die  whole,  knowing  his  ina|eit/i 
good  nature,and  his  declared  inclinations  it  < 
his  speech  to  the  En^ish  parliament,  *  e»  • 
juring  them  to  abolish  all  notes  of  discori 
separations  and  difierences  of  parties,  and  to 
lay  aside  all  animosities,  and  past  pnmxi 
tions ;'  he  hopes  their  lordships  will  conctf 
m  following  so  worthy  a  pattern;  and  fiv 
this  end  he  humbly  presents  his  submissoa 
to  them." 

Accordingly  the  marquis  gave  in  a  s^ned 
supplication  and  submission,  which  I  hsvt 
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Th  wy  Lord  Oomnmsnimer  kit  Grace,  and 
H^  Court  of  Parliament. 
**  Foraamuch  as  I,  Archibald,  marquis  of 
Azgyle^  am  accused  of  treason,  at  the  in- 
stance of  his  majesty's  adfocate,  before  the 
lugh  court  of  parliament;  and  being  alto- 
gether unwilling  to  appear  any  way  in  oppo- 
sition to  his  sacred  majesty,  considering  also 
that  this  is  the  first  parliament  called  by  his 
majesty,  after  his  haj^y  return  to  his  Idng- 
doms  and  government,  for  healing  and  re- 
paiiing  the  distempers  and  breaches  made  by 
the  kte  long  troubles ;  I  have  thoefore  re- 
solved dmt  their  consultations  and  debates 
ibout  the  great  aflbirs  and  concernments  of 
Us  miyesty  and  this  kingdom,  shall  have  no 
'intcmiption  upon  occasion  of  a  process 
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^  I  will  not  represent  the  fiitality  and  con- 
of  those  times,  wherein  I,  with  many 


odwrs  in  those  three  kingdoms,  have  been 
inwolved,  which  have  produced  many  sad  ef- 
fects and  consequences,  far  contrary  to  our 
ttendons:  nor  will  I  insist  upon  the  de- 
fence of  our  actings  in  this  kingdom,  before 
■Ihe  prevailing  of  the  late  usurpers;  which 
(if  examined  according  to  the  strictest  intcr- 
imtation,  and  severest  censure  of  law)  may 
be  esteemed  a  trespass  of  his  majesty's 
foyal  commands,  and  a  transgression  of  the 
kw :  but  notwithstanding  thereof,  are  by  his 
BB^esty's  clemency  covered  with  the  vail  of 
oblivkHi,  by  divers  acts  of  parliament,  and 
others  to  that  purpose,  for  the  safety  and 
security  of  his  majesty's  subjects ;  and  that 
ny  actings  since,  and  my  compliance  with 
•o  prevalent  a  power  (which  had  wholly 
subdued  this,  and  all  his  majesty's  other  do- 
mminns,  and  was  nniversally  acknowledged) 
nay  be  looked  upon  as  acts  of  mere  neces- 
sity, which  hath  no  law.     And  it  is  known, 
that  during  that  time,  I  hod  no  favour  from 
thoae  usurpers ;  it  was  inconsistent  with,  and 
irpHgnant  to  my  interest,  and  cannot  be 
thou^t  (unless  I  had  been  demented  and 
foid  of  reason)  that  I  should  have  had  free- 
dom or  ailhction  to  be  for  them,  who  being 
conapiged  enemies  to  monarchy,  could  never 
be  expected  to  tolerate  nobility. 

*  And  whereas  that  most  horrid  and 
sbominable  crime  of  taking  away  the  preci- 
ous life  of  the  late  kii^  o£  ever  glonoua 


memory,  is  most  maliciously  and  j^. 
falsely  changed  upon  me;  if  I  had 
the  least  accession  to  that  most  vile  and 
heinous  crime,  I  would  esteem  myself  most 
unworthy  to  live,  and  that  all  highest  punish- 
ments should  be  inflicted  upon  me:  'but 
my  witness  is  in  heaven,  and  my  record  on 
high  that  no  (such)  wicked  thing,  or  dis- 
loyal thought,  ever  entered  into  my  heart.' 

**  But  chooring  to  shun  all  debates,  rather 
than  to  use  any  words  or  arguments  to  rea- 
ion  with  his  majesty, '  whom,  though  I  were 
righteous,  yet  I  would  not  answer,  but  make 
supplication ;'  and  therefore  (without  any  ex- 
cuse or  vindication)  I  do  in  all  humility 
throw  myself  down  at  his  majesty's  feet  and 
(before  his  majesty's  commissioner,  and  the 
honourable  estates  of  parliament)  do  submit, 
and  betake  myself  to  Yob  majesty's  mercy. 
And  though  it  be  the  great  unhappiness  of 
these  times  (the  distempers  and  fiuiings  of 
these  kingdoms  being  so  epidemic  and  uni- 
versal) that  his  majesty  should  have  so  much 
occasion  and  subject  of  his  royal  clemency ; 
yet  it  is  our  great  happiness,  and  his  ma^ 
jesty's  \a^  honour,  that  he  hath  expressed 
and  given  so  ample  testimony  thereof,  even 
to  those  who  did  invade  his  majesty,  and  this 
nation,  for  no  other  cause,  than  then*  fiiith- 
ful  and  loyal  adherence  to  his  majesty,  and 
his  just  royal  interests;  which  rendereth  his 
majesty^s  goodness  incomparable,  and  with- 
out parallel ;  and  g^veth  me  confidence,  that 
his  grace,  his  majesty's  commissioner,  and 
the  honourable  parliament,  of  their  own 
goodness,  and  in  imitation  of  so  great  and 
excellent  a  pattern,  will  compassionate  iny 
condition. 

"  And  seeing  it  is  a  special  part  of  his 
majesty's  sovereignty  and  royal  prerogative, 
to  dispease  with  the  severity  of  the  laws; 
and  that  it  is  a  part  of  the  just  liberty  of  the 
subjects,  diat  (in  cases  of  great  extremity 
and  danger)  they  may  have  recourse  to  his 
majesty,  as  to  a  sanctnary  and  refuge ;  it  is 
in  ail  humility  supplicated,  that  the  lord  com- 
missioner's grace,  and  the  honourable  par- 
liament, would  be  pleased  favourably  to  re- 
present my  case  to  lus  nuyesty ;  and  that 
the  door  of  the  royal  mercy  and  bounty, 
which  is  so  large  and  [wtent  to  many^  ma^ 
not  be  shut  upon  one^NvViove  ^wocixcin  Sot 
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1^1  many  ages  (without  the  least  stain) 
ha^e  had  the  honour  (by  many  sig- 
nal proofs  of  their  loyalty)  to  be  reputed  ser^ 
viceable  to  his  majesty's  royal  progenitors, 
in  defence  of  the  crown,  and  this  his  ancient 
kingdom*  And  if  his  majesty  shall  deign  to 
hold  out  the  golden  sceptre  of  his  clemency, 
as  an  indelible  character  of  his  majesty's 
royal  favour,  it  will  lay  a  perpetual  obliga- 
tion of  all  possible  gratitude  upon  me,  and 
my  posterity,  and  will  ever  engage  and  de- 
vote us  entirely  to  his  majesty's  service :  and 
the  intercession  of  this  honourable  parlia- 
ment in  my  behalf  to  his  gracious  majesty, 
will  be  a  real  evidence  of  their  moderation, 
and  they  shall  certainly  be  called  a  healing 
parliament ;  and  God,  whose  mercy  is  above 
all  his  works,  shall  have  the  honour  and 
gloiy  which  is  due  to  his  great  name,  when 
mercy  triumphs  over  justice.*' 

Next  day,  March  6th,  the  marquis  being 
brought  before  the  parliament,  it  was  re- 
ported from  the  articles,  that  he  had  been 
before  them,  and  ofiered  a  submission  to  his 
majesty,  with  a  desire  the  parliament  might 
transmit  it  to  the  king.  Whereupon,  after 
long  reasoning;  and  much  ddwte,  the  ques- 
tion was  put,  if  the  sulxnission  was  satisfac- 
tory or  not?  It  carried  in  the  negative. 
"When  the  marquis  was  called  in,  he  spoke 
as  follows : 

"  May  it  please  your  grace  and  lordships, 
my  lord  chancellor,  and  this  honourable  as- 
sembly, to  consider  his  majesty's  proclama- 
tion to  Scotland,  October  12th,  1660,  com- 
pared with  his  gracious  declarations  and 
speeches  in  England,  manifesting  to  his 
people  his  inclination  to  clemency,  and  com- 
manding, requiring,  and  conjuring  them,  to 
put  away  all  notes  of  discord  and  separation, 
end  to  lay  aside  all  former  animosities,  and 
the  memory  of  bypast  provocations,  and  to 
return  to  unity  among  themselves  under  his 
majesty's  government ;  for  he  never  intended 
to  except  any  from  the  benefit  of  his  bounty 
and  clemency,  but  the  immediate  murderers 
•f  his  royal  father. 

*'  I  desire,  therefore,  your  lordships  to  ob- 
serve, as  all  other  subjects  do,  the  two  con- 
ditions only  in  his  majesty's  declaration. 
jBt,  The  vindication  of  his  majesty's  honour, 
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asserting  of  his  ancient  raynl  prerogatife. 
Those  two  being  done^  he  promiseth  a  fiiU 
and  free  pardon,  and  act  of  indenmity  to  ill 
his  subjects  in  Scotland* 

**  I  confess,  my  lords,  it  is  all  ■ubiecta' duty 
to  concur  in  those;  and  Una  ofler  of  my  sub- 
mission is  all  I  can  contribute  to  it  at  tins 
time.  It  is  his  majesty's  royal  honour,  not 
to  question  what  himself  and  his  royal  &ther 
hath  done  to  his  subjects  bythdr  fbrmor 
acts,  especially  such  persona  who  have  done 
andsufieredsomuchfor  him;  anditcaonat 
be  misoonstructed  in  me,  not  to  desire  to 
dispute  the  same,  but  to  fly  to  that  privily 
of  the  subjects  in  their  disd-ess,  his  nsajesty'i 
ckmency  and  mercy,  whereby  I  may  have 
share  of  the  benefit  of  his  nuijesty's  pren^ 
tive,  which,  as  his  royal  fiither  saith, '  is  bat 
known  and  exercised,  rather  by  remitting 
than  exercising  die  rigour  of  the  laws;  thsa 
which  thereis  nothing  worse:*  andSolomoo, 
the  wisest  of  kings,  saith,  *  mercy  and  troth 
preserve  the  king,  and  his  throne  ia  upholden 
by  mercy.'  The  same  way  the  two  most 
righteous  kings  (being  of  God's  own  choos- 
ing) practised,  to  wit,  David  and  Saul: 
David,  after  a  most  horrid  and  unnatural  re- 
bellion;, and  Saul,  towards  the  sons  of 
Belial,  (which  is,  wicked  men)  who  refused 
to  admit  him  for  their  king. 

"  So  I  humbly  desire  a  hunger  time  to  con- 
sider what  I  can  do  more  to  give  your  lord- 
ships satis&ction;  that  I  may  have  your 
lordships'  concurrence,  that  the  door  of  his 
majesty's  mercy  may  not  be  shut  upon  me 
alone,  of  all  the  subjects  in  his  majesty's  do- 
minions ;  for  a  dead  fiy  will  spoil  a  box  of 
precious  ointment." 

This  affecting  discourse  had  no  influence 
at  all ;  and  the  chancellor,  without  so  much 
as  removing  my  lord,  and  before  he  had  fully 
ended  what  he  had  to  say,  gave  him  for  an- 
swer, that  the  parliament  commanded  him 
next  day  to  give  in  his  defences  to  the  lords 
of  articles.  Accordingly,  March  7th,  bdx^ 
called  before  the  articles,  to  give  in  his  de- 
fences, he  told  them,  "  he  had  seen  their 
lordships'  order,  that  he  might  forbear  his 
coming,  if  he  would  produce  his  defences : 
therefore  he  acquainted  their  lordships,  that 
if  he  had  them  in  readiness,  he  would  neither 


and  that  of  his  ancient  kingdom.    2dly,  TVie  \Viwi^  ttvy\M«d  ihem«  nor  himself;  but  hav- 
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fag  a  peddon  nadf  to  dmre  m  ddajr,  he  ikoonld  not  bnt  have  been  die  iwdi- 
thooglit  it  his  daty  to  come  and  propose  it   eit  way  for  trying  his  caniage  dur- 
Idmseli^  hoping  their  lordships  wooid  con-  tog  the  late  troubles ;  whereas  now  lie  must 
aider,  that  his  presenting  his  defences,  either   of  necessity  in  the  process  (which  he  hopeth 


IMI. 


-  wanting  somewhat,  or  blotted,  so  as  they 
eoold  not  be  wdl  read,  was  a  very  great  pre- 
jodice  to  hun,  and  a  delay  of  a  few  days  was 
no  pigodice  at  all  to  any  thing  my  lord  ad- 
Toeate  could  say :  and  therefore  he  hoped 
their  lordships  would  not  refuse  him  some 
eompetent  time  to  get  them  ready.*'  When 
Biylord  was  removed,  and,  after  some  de- 
bate, called  in  again,  the  chancellor  told  him, 
in  name  of  the  committee,  that  he  was  or- 
duaed  to  give  in  his  defences  before  Mon- 
dsy,  April  9th,  at  ten  of  the  clock,  to  my 
lord  advocate;  otherwise  the  lords  would 
take  the  whole  business  before  them,  with- 
out any  regard  to  what  he  had' to  say.  The 
advocate  added,  that  the  marquis  must  give 
IB  his  whole  defences.    To  which  his  lord- 


riup  answered,  that  was  a  new  form,  to  give  thing  of  this  nature,  told  him,  if  his  defences 


will  not  be  refused)  crave  a  way  for  an  ex- 
culpation in  many  particulars;  for  he  both 
was,  and  is  resolved  to  deal  very  ingenuously 
as  to  matters  of  feet.  And  if  that  had  been 
fevt  tried,  which  he  was  most  desirous  of, 
both  from  the  committee  and  the  parliament, 
he  is  hopeful  there  would  not  remain  so 
much  prejudice  against  him,  in  most  part  of 
things  of  greatest  concernment  in  the  libel. 
For  his  own  particular,  he  desired  nothing 
but  the  truth  to  have  place.  They  might  do 
with  his  person  as  they  pleased,  for  by  the 
course  of  nature  he  could  not  expect  a  long 
time  to  live,  and  he  should  not  think  his  life 
ill  bestowed,  to  be  sacrificed  for  all  that  had 
been  done  in  those  nations,  if  that  were  all. 
The  lords,   in  nothing  moved    by  any 


m  peremptory  defences  before  the  discnssing 
of  relevancies.  Sir  John  Gilmor  rose  up, 
md  said,  he  was  commanded  to  inform  his 
lordship,  that  there  was  a  difference  betwixt 
a  process  in  writ,  and  the  ordinary  way  be- 
het  the  session  or  justiciary.  The  marquis 
answered,  he  was  veiy  ill  yoked  inth  so  able 
Bncn,  but  he  behoved  to  tell  them,  he  had 
once  the  honour  to  sit  as  chief  justice  in  this 
dty,  and  he  knew  the  process  before  them 
vas  in  writ,  and  yet  the  rdevancies  were 
ilwa^-s  first  answered,  before  any  peremptory 
defences  were  proposed,  since  relevancies 
ve  moat  to  be  considered  in  criminals. 
Both  of  them  uiged,  that  it  was  his  lord- 
ddp's  interest  to  give  in  his  defences  as 
strongly  as  he  could,  otherwise  the  advocate 
mijtA  refer  the  whole  business  to  the  judge, 
and  make  no  other  answer.  My  lord  re- 
plied, he  would  follow  the  advice  of  his  law- 
yen,  and  hoped  any  order  of  their  lordships 
at  present,  was  without  prejudice  to  his  of- 
liermg  more  defences  afterwards,  since  he 
Has  so  narrowed  in  time,  and  commanded  to 
give  what  was  ready.  He  added,  that  if 
Acir  lordships  and  die  parliament  had  been 
pleased  to  grant  his  desire  of  a  precognition, 
which,  as  he  humbly  conceived,  was  agreea- 
tie  both  to  law  and  practice,  and  his  majes- 
ty's proclamatf^iT,  which  he  acquiesced  in, 


came  not  in  against  Monday,  they  would 
take  the  whole  business  before  them,  with- 
out any  regard  to  what  he  should  after- 
wards say.  His  defences,  for  any  thing  I 
can  learn,  were  given  in  the  day  named. 
They  are  printed  in  his  case,  and  in  them, 
at  great  length,  the  marquis's  management 
is  vindicated  from  all  the  falsehoods, 
calumnies,  and  misrepresentations  malici- 
ously cast  upon  him;  and  they  contain 
one  of  the  best  accounts  of  the  transactions 
of  those  times  pointed  at  in  his  libel,  that 
I  know  o£  Being  thirteen  sheets  of  small 
print,  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  give  an 
abstract  of  them :  but  the  most  considerable 
perversions  of  fiict  in  the  indictment  bei^g 
already  taken  aS^  by  what  I  have  above 
inserted  from  the  marquis's  discourses,  little 
more  needs  be  added ;  yet,  for  the  setting 
this  affidr  in  its  due  light,  and  as  the  best 
abstract  I  can  give  of  the  large  defences, 
I  shall  here  insert  a  paper,  drawn  up  by 
a  very  sufficient  person  at  this  time,  which 
contains  the  substance  of  what  is  more 
fully  cleared  in  the  defences,  which  I  must 
still  refer  the  reader  to. 
InformaHon  for  wy  Lord  Argylcy  agmmt 

the  dUtay  given  in  against  him  by    the 

Kinffs  Advocate. 
"  The  deeds  iAiegcdOwaut,cvx\\«V«Ssw^>K» 
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1^1  mtjuty  left  Scotland,  1051,  or 
rince,  are  either  deeds  of  public 
concernment,  or  private,  relating  to  private 
persons. 

**  As  for  the  public,  he  never  acted  with- 
out the  approbation  of  parliament,  and 
general  assemblies,  which  were  ratified  by 
his  mi^esty's  royal  father,  and  his  nuyesty 
who  now  reigns.  And  as  for  things  relating 
to  particular  persons,  he  never  had  any 
accession  to  any  thing,  but  what  is  warranted 
by  acts  of  parliament,  approven  by  his 
majesty,  and  his  royal  predecessors. 

"  As  for  actings,  after  his  majesty  left 
Scotland,  1651,  the  marquis  was  still  a 
prisoner  upon  demand,  and  did  never  cajnt- 
ubte  till  August  1652,  bdng  surprised  in 
his  house,  lying  sick,  and  that  long  after 
the  deputies  had  taken  the  tender,  and 
gone  to  London,  and  all  others  in  arms 
had  capitulated,  and  the  whole  kingdom 
were  living  peaceably,  under  the  power  and 
government  of  the  usurper. 

**  1.  The  first  deed  is  a  speech,  1640,  at 
the  Ford  of  Lyon,  in  Athole,  where  it  is 
affirmed,  that  he  said  it  was  the  opinion 
both  of  divines  and  lawyers,  that  a  king 
might  be  deposed  for  desertion,  vendition, 
or  invasion ;  and  said  to  Mr.  John  Stuart, 
that  he  understood  Latin;  from  whence, 
treason  against  the  king,  and  the  murder 
of  the  said  Mr.  John  is  inferred.  This  is 
plainly  against  law,  for  speeches  against  the 
king,  by  Scots  law,  go  not  above  the  pain 
of  death.  2do,  It  is  not  relevant  to  infer 
any  crime,  though  those  words  had  been 
spoken  in  the  abstract  terms  related,  no 
more  than  any  should  speak  the  tenet  of 
the  Sorbonne  or  Canon  law,  upon  the 
pope's  power.  3tio,  To  infer  the  murder 
of  the  said  Mr.  John  is  absurd,  aeeang  the 
said  Mr.  John  was,  upon  his  own  con- 
fession and  vritnesses*  depositions,  con- 
demned, having  slandered  not  only  my 
lord  Argyle,  but  the  whole  committee  of 
estates.  4to,  This  deed  is  1640,  and  the 
act  of  oblivion  1641. 

"  2.  The  second  deed  is  the  slighting  [dis- 
mantling] the  house  of  Airlie,  and  burning 
of  Forthar  in  Glcnyla.  It  is  answered, 
those  houses  were  kept  out  in  opposition 
to  the  committee  of  estates,  and  so  m\^t\time  <£  ^^  «ud  dfteda.    To  the  murdering 


be  d^ted  and  destrayed;  wliich  is  dear 
by  acts  of  pariiament  yet  in  fisrce,  act  4tk, 
parliament  3d,  king  Charles,  June  Mb, 
1644^  and  35tfa  act,  2d  parliament  kiif 
Charles.  By  which  it  is  expresdy  acknow- 
ledged, that  holding  out  of  houses  agaim  t 
the  estates,  is  a  crime.  And  by  act  35tli, 
pariiament,  anno  1640,  the  same  is  made  t 
crime.  2do,  Oppones  the  act  of  oUivkn, 
1641.  Srio,  The  said  service  is  ratified  and 
approven  in  pariiament^  1641.  ^€ge  prtf- 
tente^  unprinted  acts,  number  70,  bearing 
ratification,  exoneration,  and  qiprobatioD, 
in  fiivours  of  the  marquis  of  Aigyle. 

**  3.  The  third  deed  is,  the  takmg  the 
castle  of  Dumbarton.  It  is  answered,  this 
was  done  by  order  of  the  committee  of 
estates ;  and  the  act  of  oblivion  was  after 
this.  As  to  the  taking  of  cannon,  dicse 
were  only  two  of  them  gifted  to  the  marquii 
by  the  late  duke  of  Lennox,  then  \jfD% 
there. 

^  4.  As  to  the  calling  of  a  convention  of 
estates,  and  going  into  En^and  with  an 
army.  It  is  answered,  this  was  done  \xj 
the  conservators  of  the  peace,  secret  coondl, 
and  commissioners  of  common  bordeu^ 
appointed  by  the  king's  majesty  for  govern- 
ing die  country,  and  ratified  in  parliament 
since;  and  the  general  assembly  went  along 
in  all  the  steps.  2do,  It  was  allowed  by 
the  king,  in  lus  agreement  at  Breda,  and 
by  his  act  of  oblivion  1651,  at  St.  Johnston 
and  Stirling. 

**  5.  As  to  the  burning  of  Bfenstrie  by  his 
command.  It  is  answered,  Imo,  he  denies 
any  command.  2do,  Whereas  it  bears  by 
men  under  his  conunand,  there  is  no  kw  to 
make  that  treason,  nor  is  it  relevant  or 
reasonable,  for  noxa  caput  tequUwr,  H 
deUcta  suot  tcnent  auikores.  3tio,  It  is 
remitted  by  the  act  of  oblivion  1651.  4to^ 
(General  Bailie  had  the  command,  whose 
service  in  that  expedition,  is  approven  m 
the  parliament  1646,  and  though  he  had 
done  this,  he  had  commission  finom  the 
parliament  1644. 

**  As  to  the  taking  of  Towart  and  Escoge^ 
and  mimlering  a  number  of  men  after  capit- 
ulation. It  is  answered,  the  marquis  vras 
not  in  the  country,  but  in  England  in  tbs 
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tf  900  man,  after  the  tddng  of  DunaTcrtie, 
it  k  naweredy  that  David  Leslie  had  the 
wmnand  there^  and  what  was  done,  was 
bj  •  council  of  war,  and  Lesly's  service  was 
■ppcoren  by  the  parliament  1648.  And 
vhereaa  the  said  article  bears,  that  my  lord 
Aigyle  caused  take  200  persons  from  Sa  to 
hn,  where  they  perished:  this  is  false 
him ;  for  he  knew  nothing  of  it,  nor 

hesffd  of  it,  till  he  received  his  dittay. 
Bit  the  truth  is,  that  David  Lesly  was  with 
Us  army  m  Ila,  against  old  Coil  M'Gilles- 
pick,  who  held  out  a  fort  there,  called 
Dnnivaige;  and  by  the  continuing  of  his 
araiy  there,  the  isle  was  spoiled  of  meat : 
but  Coil  being  taken,  and  the  fort  sm*- 
Rodered,  David  Lesly  came  home  with  his 
my,  and  the  army  left  the  pestilence  in 
the  country.  And  shortly  after  the  removal 
of  the  army,  the  captain  of  Clanronald,  with 
Angus  McDonald,  son  to  old  Coil,  came 
sad  destroyed  all  that  was  left  in  the  isle, 
whereupon  the  sickness  being  among  the 
■habitants,  and  all  their  food  destroyed,  it 
vaa  a  joint  resolution  of  the  gentlemen  in 
that  isle,  belonging  to  the  laird  of  Caddd, 
that  those  people  should  go,  some  to 
Mand,  some  to  Aigyle,  some  to  Jura,  for 
thdr  safety,  and  meat,  of  which  there  was 
■bmidanoe  in  Jura,  and  if  they  wanted,  it 
a^t  be  had  in  Lorn  and  Aigyle.  But 
ikb  is  a  most  fidse  and  base  aspersion  on 
tbe  marquis,  who  was  neither  there  at  that 
lae,  or  had  the  least  accession  to  it  The 
IBtlemen  of  fla  can  clear  this. 

To  the  giving  up  of  the  king  at  New- 
It  is  answered,  it  was  a  parliament 
ieed,  which  cannot  come  upon  him;  for  by 
Inr  divine  and  human,  a  voice  in  parliament 
i  still  free,  and  cannot  be  censured.  Likeas 
^  act  of  parliament  1641,  rege  pngsente, 
■embers  of  parliament  are  sworn  to  give  a 
Irae  judgment  to  their  light :  but  the  truth 
B  6ct  is,  that  my  lord  Aigyle  was  not  in 
BrotlanH,  when  the  king's  majesty  came  to 
the  Scots  army  at  NewaiiL ;  and  the  king's 
OBajesty  had  emitted  his  declaration  to  both 
booses  of  parliament  in  England,  declaring 
&  resolution  to  settle  matters,  by  advice 
it  his  parliaments.  Neither  ever  did  the 
awquis  meddle  in  that  business,  but  in  the 
1647. 


**  As  to  the  protest  in  pariiament  .g^. 
1648,  calling  in  the  sectarian  army, 
writing  to  Cromwell,  that  none  of  those  who 
engaged  should  be  put  in  places  of  trust, 
and  emitting  a  proclamation  against  certain 
families.  It  is  answered,  that  there  was  no 
protestation,  but  a  declaration  before  the 
vote,  that  the  general  assembly  ought  to 
be  consulted  anent  the  engagement,  and 
that  the  articles  of  the  huge  treaty  might 
be  kept  by  previous  dealing  by  all  &ir 
means  for  peace;  and  that  if  all  &ir  deal- 
ing were  refused,  that  there  might  be 
a  due  warning.  As  for  the  letter,  no  an- 
swer can  be  given,  till  the  letter  be  seen; 
and  though  there  were  a  letter  in  the  terms 
libelled,  yet  it  is  an  act  of  the  commit- 
tee; and  as  matters  went,  the  army  being 
lost  at  Preston,  and  the  enemy  lying  on  the 
border,  if  they  had  demanded  the  strengths 
of  the  kingdom,  and  pledges,  or  any  thing 
harder,  it  would  scarce  have  been  refused, 
the  Scots  army  being  lost,  and  a  strong  one 
lying  on  the  border.  Besides,  he  never  saw 
Cromwell  till  1648,  and  he  was  called  in  by 
the  conrnnttee;  and  the  marquis  did  what 
he  could  to  stop  his  career.  As  to  the 
alleged  proclamations,  nothing  can  be  said 
till  they  be  produced,  and  indeed  they  were 
neither  proclaimed,  neither  did  any  thing 
follow  upon  them. 

**  10.  To  the  clogging  of  bis  majesty's  pro- 
clamation, murdering  Montrose,  correspond- 
ing with  Cromwell,  and  his  accession  to  the 
act  of  the  West  Kirk,  and  declaration.  It 
is  answered,  that  it  was  the  act  of  the  par- 
liament then  sitting,  by  which  the  first  alle- 
gation was  done,  and  the  king  acknowledged 
any  thing  of  that  kind  done  good  service, 
by  admitting  the  marquis  to  places  of  trust 
afterwards,  accepting  the  crown  from  him, 
and  granting  a  general  oblivion.  As  to 
Montrose ;  he  had  no  accession  to  his  death, 
or  the  manner  of  it,  but  endeavoured  to 
have  him  brought  off,  to  prevent  efiiision  of 
blood,  1645,  as  colonel  James  Hay  can  yet 
witness.  His  corresponding  with  Cromwell 
is  scandalously  false,  and  one  Hamilton, 
who  was  hanged  at  Stirling,  and  had  said 
this,  declared  at  his  death,  that  report  to  be 
a  false  calumny.  As  to  the  act  of  the  West 
Kirk ;  the  marquis  Tias  aX.  no  coTam\\x»&  q\ 
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the  kiifc»  after  Yob  m^esty^  ha:ppy 
arrival^  until  they  came  to  Perth, 
nor  did  he  know  of  the  same :  but  when  the 
word  came  to  Dumfermlinc,  where  the  king 
was,  his  advice  was,  to  obviate  the  same, 
that  the  king  should  draw  a  declaration,  and 
go  as  great  a  length  as  he  might  safely  do; 
but  for  all  the  world  would  not  advise  the 
king  to  sign  the  said  declaration  against  his 
mind,  seeing  it  did  reflect,  as  his  majesty 
thought,  against  his  majesty's  £ather,  and 
was  against  his  majesty's  conscience,  and 
desires  the  duke  of  Buckii^am  and  the  earl 
of  Dumfermline's  depositions  may  be  taken 
herein,  and  his  sacred  mijesty  consulted 
anent  the  verity  hereof. 

**  1 1.  To  the  opposition  to  Olencaim  and 
Middleton,  when  appearing  for  the  king,  and 
his  j<Mning  with  the  English,  at  least  giving 
them  counsd.  It  is  answered,  that  their 
commission  was  never  intimate  to  him,  dther 
by  letter  or  message ;  that  he  sent  an  ex- 
press to  Middleton  to  have  a  conference 
with  him,  but  received  no  answer ;  that  in- 
deed the  defender  did  express  his  dislike 
with  their  enterprise,  as  a  business  which 
eonld  not  frame,  [succeed]  and  that  it  had 
been  wisdom  to  have,  stayed  all  moving  till 
the  event  of  the  Dutch  war  had  been  seen, 
or  that  the  kings  of  Spain  and  France  should 
agree,  or  the  English  army  divide  among 
themselves :  but  the  rising  in  the  hills  made 
the  English  stick  faster  together.  As  to 
joining  the  English  in  their  expedition  to  the 
hills;  he  denies  any  joining  with  diem,  to 
oppose  the  Scots  forces:  but  he  being  a 
prisoner,  and  required  to  be  with  them,  durst 
not  refuse;  and  denies  any  kind  of  acting, 
mther  by  counsel  or  deed.  The  selling  of 
the  cannon  out  of  the  castle  of  Dumbarton 
to  Dean;  it  is  fidse  that  they  were  taken  out 
of  Dumbarton :  but  Dean  being  informed  of 
the  cannon,  told  he  would  either  have  them 
at  a  price,  or  take  them.  As  for  taking  pay 
from  the  usurper  for  a  foot  company ;  the 
practice  of  all  the  Highlands  in  Scotland  is, 
in  troubles  for  safety  of  their  country  goods 
from  robbers  and  limmers,  [villains]  to  keep 
a  watch,  which  the  sheriffdom  of  Ax^le 
could  not  do,  by  reason  of  the  payment  of 
iieir  cesses,  and  other  great  bimiens  and 
/frntathoa  sustained  of  late  by  them-  and 


[book  I. 

thcrcfen  genend  Modk  all0w«d  pajauK 
for  one  hundred  soldiers  to  keep  the  ooub-  \ 
try,  aa  said  is;  and  becauae  diey  dkl  not 
oppose  the  forces  in  the  hiila,  the  gen- 
eral discharged  payment.  The  keeping  of 
watch  was  the  practioe  of  all  the  Ifigb- 
landa  dming  the  hist  troubles,  and  wis 
practised  during  the  usurper^s  power,  m 
Perth,  Inverness,  Bfeams,  Aberdeen,  Sti^ 
ling,  and  Dumbarton;  and  all  got  aUow^ 
ance,  less  or  more. 

"  12.  As  to  the  assisting  at  Bidiard  Gron- 
well's  proclamation,  his  receiving  a  preoqA 
of  12,000(.  sterlmg,  and  rittmg  in  the  perlift- 
ment  of  England.    It  is  answered,  he  w» 
not  at  all  at  Richard's  proclamation,  but  by 
command  indeed  be  yns  at  Oliver's,  but  not 
at  Dumbarton,  being  in  Edinburgh,  Monk's 
prisoner,  he  was  oonunanded  to  oome  to  the 
En^ish  council,  and  assist  at  the  prodamt- 
tion,  and  could  not  refuse,  without  being 
made  a  prey  in  life  and  fortune.     No  k« 
can  make  this  a  crime,  fiur  less  treason ;  and 
it  cannot  be  instructed  from  any  histixy, 
that  a  people  overcome  by  an  enemy,  and 
commanded  to  do  outward  deeds  of  anbje^ 
tion,  were  questioned  by  their  lawful  princ^ 
when  he  hath  pardoned  the  invader,  or  that 
the  subject  should  be  prosecute,  fi«r  doing 
what  he,  being  a  prisoner,  could  not  refuse^ 
without  hazarding  life  and  fortune.    Ihe 
12,000  pounds  b  falsdy  adduced.    The  par- 
liament of  Scotland  gave  the  marquis  in  pay- 
ment of  just  debts  half  of  the  excise  on  wine 
and  strong  waters  for  a  time :  he  having,  by 
his  gyitiilation,  his  fortune  safe,  procured 
a  warrant  that  he  might  have  a  yearly  dxjtj 
forth  of  the  said  excise,  but  never  remfed 
a  sixpence  of  it    And  this  can  no  more  be 
censured,  than  the  whole  kingdom's  takiqg 
their  just  debts  one  from  another,  during  the 
usurpation.    As  for  his  sitting  in  the  pariia* 
ment  of  England,  afier  so  long  an  usurpa- 
tion ;  no  case  or  precedent  can  be  shown  in 
any  age  in  this  country,  whereby  this  was 
made  a  crime,  far  less  treason.    The  esses 
adduced  in  the  proposition,  relate  only  ta 
peaceable  times,  the  righteous  king  being  in 
power. 

^  13.  To  his  forinddi^g  to  pray  for  the 

king,  and  the  rest  of  the  alleged  ^leeches. 

\  It  \&  ttCksweced,  they  are  &lse  and  calumni- 
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NiSy    His  parish  minister  and  chaplain  did    nious  libel  given  in.   Those  and  the    .^g. 
Jways  pray  for  the  king  in  the  time  libelled^ !  reasonings  before  the  lords,  took 


tod  that  in  fiure  of  the  English.  The  story 
if  what  he  said  at  London,  is  basely  false, 
ind  he  desires  gentlemen,  without  distinction, 
fitfa  whom  he  conversed,  may  be  asked, 
ind  the  passage  alleged  in  Masterton's 
Kmse,  it  is  false,  and  craves  dq)08itions  may 
le  taken,  by  which  it  will  appear,  that  he 
las  been  of  a  contrary  judgment. 

*  14.  The  last  head,  it  is  basely  false,  and 
fppoaea  thereto  the  Marquis's  oath  given 
n  parliament,  1649,  and  leaves  it  to  all  to 
udge  how  unlikely  and  improbable  it  is,  that 
be  would  speak  any  thing  contrary  to  the 
jath  that  he  had  sworn.  From  this  infor- 
OBstion,  some  tolerable  view  may  be  had  of 
the  marquis  his  defences  against  the  calum- 

*  Marqula  of   Argyle*i   Speech,   April  9tb, 

I6gl. 

**  My  regard  to  parliaments  is  well  known, 
nd  my  Teptrd  to  this  cannot  be  doubted,  having 
Ut  nugesty's  commiiiioner  upon  the  throne, 
lad  so  many  worthy  members  in  the  same: 
therefore  I  hope  it  will  not  be  mbtaken,  that  I 
ihotr  that  parliaments  have  in  them  two  differ- 
mt  inherent  powers  or  qualities,  the  one  legislar 
fwv,  the  other  executive,  or  judiciaL  The  legiv- 
Ittive  eonsists  in  the  making  and  repelling  laws ; 
the  executive,  or  Judidal,  m  judgmg  according 
to  law,  w^hether  it  be  betwixt  subject  and  buIh 
|eet,  €ir  in  relation  to  any  particular  person; 
which  I  doubt  not  but  your  lordsliipe  will  seri- 
ously and  wisely  consider  in  all  your  actions ; 
whereby  all  parliaments,  and  this  In  particular, 
will  be  the  more  acceptable  to  the  people :  and 
far  this  piurpose  his  migesty  indicted  the  sarxe, 
ttat  therein  all  his  subjects'  carriage  during  the 
tnuUea,  might  be  tried,  his  honour  and  the 
iMnuur  of  this  his  ancient  kingdom  vindicated, 
ad  the  ancient  prerogatives  of  the  crown  anert- 
id :  which  being  dona,  hb  majesty  declareth  he 
wUl  grant  such  a  full  and  free  pitrdon  and  act 
if  indemnity,  as  may  witness  there  is  nothing  he 
iMre  deaireth,  than  that  his  people  should  be 
UsMed  with  the  abundance  of  iiappineM,  peace, 
md  plenty,  under  his  government.  Your  lord- 
Alps'  care  and  endeavour  in  these  things  is  not 
<emlrtfHl|  neitlier  have  I  been  wanting,  according 
to  mj  present  condition,  to  witness  my  submis- 
rioB  and  concurrence  with  the  same,  by  offering 
Bytelf  and  all  I  have,  at  all  occasions,  to  be  dis- 
posed of  as  his  majesty  should  think  fit.  And 
•Ithongh  his  majesty's  prticlamation  be  general, 
for  trying  all  his  subjects'  carriage  during  the 
troubles,  yet  (without  envy  or  prejudice  to  any 
I  ^eak  itj  no  laick  man's  carriage  is  brought  in 
qacstioa  but  mine  own,  whereby  my  actions, 
however  public  and  common,  may  he  the  worse 
likad,  when  singly  looked  upon ;  which  if  seen 
otherwise,  would  appear  less  censurable :  and  I 
am  so  charitable  as  to  concede  the  main  rpasons 
an  these  two,  which  I  take  from  the  libel,  my 
alleged  being  a  prime  leader  and  plotter  inidl  the  j 
puUia  defences  from  the  beginning,  which 


up  all  the  time  the  parliament  had  to  spare 
to  this  matter,  for  some  weeks. 

April  5th,  I  find  the  parliament  pass  a 
certification,  that  the  marquis  of  Argyle  shall 
have  liberty  to  propound  no  more  in  liis  de^ 
fence  after  Monday  next.  Accordingly  Tues- 
day, April  9th,  he  is  brought  before  the  par- 
liament, where  he  had  a  very  pointed  and 
pretty  long  speech,  wherein  he  goes  through 
the  different  periods,  from  the  (year)  1G33,  to 
the  restoration,  and  vindicates  his  conduct ; 
and  earnestly  desires  his  supplication  and 
submission  to  his  majesty,may  be  considered, 
and  reconunended  to  the  king.  This  speech 
not  being  in  print,  I  have  annexed  at  the 
foot  of  the  page.  ♦    When  his  bill  was  read. 


short  narration  of  affiUrs,  I  hope,  will  easily 
clear.  The  next,  my  being  an  enemy  to  his 
majesty,  and  his  royal  father,  which  are  both 
most  unjustly  charged  upon  me :  therefore  I  am 
confident,  when  these  are  cleared,  I  shall  find 
more  charity  and  less  prejudice  from  this  hon- 
ourable meeting  of  parliament.  And  for  satis- 
tying  your  loroships  and  all  men  in  these  things^ 
I  shall  say  nothing  but  truth :  that  in  all  the 
transactions  of  affairs  wherein  I  ever  had  my 
hand  (I  thank  God  for  it)  I  was  never  led  in 
them  bv  any  private  design  of  advantage  to  my- 
self, either  of  honour  or  benefit,  which  are  tot 
main  things  that  sway  the  most  part  of  men's 
actions :  so  far  was  I  from  desiring  benefits, 
that  I  never  had  pay  as  a  committee-man  or 
soldier  in  Scotland,  England,  or  Ireland :  few 
men  can  say  the  like  who  were  in  employment. 
And  sure  if  I  had  aimed  at  honours,  I  wanted 
not  <^portunitie8,  if  I  durst  have  forsaken  other 
things  wherein  I  was  engaged  by  very  strict 
obligations,  more  binding  upon  me  nor  particular 
ends.  Another  observation  I  have  from  the 
libel,  which  is  this,  that  after  such  an  inquisi- 
tion, the  like  whereof  was  never  known  in 
Scotland,  there  is  not  one  particular  crime  found 
of  my  maleadroinistratioii  in  any  public  trunt, 
though  I  had  the  honour  to  be  in  publle 
employment  since  the  year  1626,  neither  any 
ground  for  a  challenge  in  my  private  conver- 
sation. 

**  But  to  return  to  the  narration  of  affairs,  for 
vindicating  myiself  from  being  the  prime  plotter 
and  leader  of  affiurs  during  the  late  troubles; 
as  I  forbear  to  mention  the  particular  grounds 
and  reasons  of  the  Icirk  an<I  Iciiigdom  of  S<'ot- 
land's  proceedings,  which  might  readily  be  mis- 
taken, as  many  things  concerning  me  have  been, 
nnd  are ;  neither  shall  I  mention  any  man's 
name,  because  I  intend  nori'fleetion,  scmieoftbe 
prime  actors  being  already  with  the  Lord ;  I 
bliall,  for  clearing  the  more  eawily  to  your  lord 
ships,  comprehend  all  my  actings  during  the  late 
troubles,  in  three  perio<l8  of  time,  llrst,  be- 
twixt the  yearii  16SS  and  1641 ;  secondly,  be- 
twixt that  nnd  1651 ;  thirdly,  betwixt  that  and 
the  year  1660,  in  which  \\  \AcMwdi  VV^  \jm^,  Vb. 
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1  SB  I    ^"^  ^^  removed,  the  chancellor  gave 

him  for  answer,    when  called   in 

again,  that  the  parliament,  after  consider- 
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ing   the  relevancy  and    probatioa, 
take  his  bill   to  their   connderatioi 
urged   him  presently  to  give  in  li 


his  nMTcy,  to  restore  his  m^esty  to  the 

sion  of  his  just  rif(ht,  to  the  great  comfort  of  all 

his  people,  and  of  myself  in  particular. 

**  Novr,  ill  the  first  period,  from  1(>S3  (at  which 
time  the  differences  first  appeared)  until  the  year 
ltt9B,  (thoiif^h  I  am  not  to  judf^e  any  other  man's 
actions^  there  are  none  who  then  lived,  but  know 
that  I  nad  no  hand  during  that  time,  in  any  of 
the  public  differences;  neither,  after  that,  did  I 
subscribe  the  covenant,  until  I  was  commanded 
by  his  majesty's  special  authority ;  and  it  was  in 
council  then  declared,  that  the  subscribing  of  it 
was  with  the  same  meaning  which  it  ha<I  when 
it  was  first  taken,  in  the  years  1580  and  1581. 
I  may  add  likewise,  that  I  was  at  that  time  very 
earnestly  dissuaded  by  some  then  called  covenant' 
en,  who  are  now  dead,  from  subscribing  the 
same  by  his  mi^esty's  command ;  not  that  they 
disliked  the  covenant,  or  the  king's  command  for 
■ubscribing  of  it,  but  fearing  a  contrary  inter- 
pretation upon  the  covenant,  because  it  was 
thought*  that  oaths  were  to  be  understood  ac- 
cording to  the  meaning  of  the  giver,  and  not  of 
the  taker  of  them.  Notwithstanding  whereof, 
I  subscribed,  according  to  the  meaning  given  by 
the  council,  which  was  cleared  afterwurds  in  the 
general  assembly  of  Glasgow,  whereupon  many 
supplications  were  sent  to  his  m^esty,  for  ap- 

Srobation,  but  without  effect :  yet  thereafter,  I 
id  not  so  much  as  subscribe  any  of  the  national 
covenants,  until  the  year  1(>S9,  when  there  was 
an  Knglish  army  upon  the  border,  and  the 
Scottish  army  at  Dunse.  And  at  that  time, 
my  endeavours  were  not  wanting  to  my  power, 
for  a  settling  betwixt  the  king's  majesty  and  his 
people,  which  was  then  effectuate.  And  what- 
soever I  had  acted,  from  my  first  takiug  of  the 
covenant,  until  his  majesty  being  in  Scotland,  in 
the  year  164-1,  was  not  only  warranted  by  pub- 
lic commissions,  but  all  my  service  is  approven 
by  his  uu^esty  in  his  parliament,  which,  with 
his  majesty's  act  of  obbvion  at  that  time,  put  a 
close  to  that  p4>riod. 

**  From  that  time  that  his  mi^esty  left  Scotland, 
in  the  year  1G41,  until  the  year  1644,  what  1  acted 
in  the  fields  or  counsels  was  by  public  commis- 
sions, and  the  service  approven  by  the  triennial 
parliament  indicted  by  his  majesty,  who  met  in 
the  year  1644s  And  though  in  that  interval, 
betwixt  1641  and  tlie  parliament  1644>,  there  was 

•  meeting  of  the  convention  uf  entates,  appointed 
by  the  council,  cfimmissioners  for  conserving  the 
peace,  and  these  for  c^immon  burdens :  which 
council  had  power  by  themselves  to  call  a  con- 
vention of  estates,  in  which  C4»nvention  the 
league  and  covenant  with  England  was  agreed 
unto,  and  thereafter  approven  in  the  parliament 
1614,  yet  it  is  very  well  known,  and  I  can  make 
it  very  evidently  appear,  that  I  was  one  of  the 
men  in  Scotland  who  had  least  correspondence 
in  England.  There  are  yet  some  of  the  com- 
missioners alive  who  were  at  that  time  in  Eng- 
land, who  may  evidence  the  truth  of  this :  where- 
by it  is  manifest  I  was  no  prime  plotter  in  such 

•  business. 

"  And  from  the  year  1644,  until  his  m^e^ty's 

coming  unto   Scotland,  1649,   I  never  acted  in 

relation  to  the  hite  troubles,  but  by  virtue  and 

command  of  the  parliament  and  their  commit- 
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tees,  as  I  shall  Instruct  by  their  comin 
and  ratifications  of  my  service.  I  shall 
here  to  repeat  what  I  raake  formerly,  e 
ing  xaj  proceedings  with  Montroae,  Bfi 
donalo,  and  the  Insh  rebels,  and  of  m] 
mrnt  with  Montrose,  which  1  could  not 
tified  by  the  committee  of  estates,  and  tl 
it  broke  off  again ;  but  one  thini^  I  n 
that  from  the  year  1638  untU  1648  tbi 
never  any  considerable  difference  (in 
offices)  among  all  these,  of  kirk  or  state,  v 
once  joined  together,  except  a  few  w^ho  i 
Montrose  after  Kilsyth.  And  any  di 
which  seemed  to  be  in  the  year  1648,  w 
anent  the  form  and  manner  of  proceedh 
not  in  the  manner  of  rescuing  his  wA 
relieving  the  parliament  of  England  nt 
violence  upon  them ;  and'the  little  powc 
had  either  in  the  parliament  1647  or  1648 
eth  that  I  was  no  prime  leader  in  affidn 

<*  And  for  what  was  done  in  the  ym 
and  1647,  concerning  the  disposal  of  hia  la 
majesty's  person,  the  return  of  the  Scottia 
and  the  agreement  for  the  money  to  be  ] 
their  arrears ;  it  is  well  known  that  insti 
were  sent  to  and  again  in  these  affaira,  bo 
committees  and  commissioners  in  Sc«th 
England :  yet  it  shall  never  be  found,  tl 
either  myhand  or  presence  was  at  any  e 
tees  where  any  tiring  was  debated  or  i 
concerning  the  dispotnl  of  his  late  royal  n 
person,  or  upon  any  treaties  or  conclnd 
return  of  the  Scots  army,  or  for  the  mo 
the  satisfaction  »f  their  arrears.  So  that 
when  it  is  seriously  considered,  that  1 1 
of  the  last  in  Scotland  who  subscribed 
tional  covenant,  and  never  did  the  same  t 
manded  by  his  mcijesty,  and  that  I  was 
these  who  acted  in  public  affairs)  one  c 
who  had  least  accession  to  those  thing*, 
I  be  most  blamed  by  common  report,  th 
lordships  will*not  hnd  my  carriage  dur 
late  troubles,  to  have  deserved  to  have  bi 
in  so  singular  a  C4mdition. 

**  And  as  for  what  was  acted  in  the  ya 
it  is  very  well  known  that  whaf  pon 
interest  I  then  had  in  the  parliament,  I 
my  utmost  endeavours,  employ  the  n 
bringing  home  his  ninjesty,  and  iKissesaii 
with  his  crown,  and  exercise  of  h'w  royal 
rity.  I  shall  not  mention  any  difllculty 
in  the  same,  lest  I  might  be  thought  to 
upon  others :  but  this  I  will  say,  that  whi 
1  did  it  really  and  fiiithfully  fur  his  m 
service,  and  by  his  own  command,  whI 
afterward  acknowledged  by  his  majesty  I 
service ;  and  with  the  like  affection  I  aasi 
the  time  his  majesty  was  in  Scotlaml 
without  vanity  and  presumption,  I  m 
say,  if  my  counsel  had  been  followed,  ] 
jesty's  affairs  had  probably  gone  better ;  i 
1  condemn  any  other  man's  different  c 
because  of  success,  wliich  is  a  very  bad 
judge  by ;  but  only  to  testify  mine  own  tl 
in  all  my  proceedings,  during  his  m 
being  in  Scotland. 

<*  As  to  the  last  period,  after  the  yea 
it  is  well  known  the  condition  that  my 
t«\mX\<>i!a  ^es«  Viv  when  his  mi^eaty  wn 
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The  marquis  pressed  for  a  short  de- 
hat  he  might  read  over  his  duplies,  since 
d  his  lawyers  were  so  straitened  in  time, 
he  had  not  got  some  sheets  of  them 
oyer,  and  there  might  be  treason  in 


n^  and  that  I  did  not 'then  stay  behind  his 
ity,  ^thout  his  own  particular  allowance» 
iwing  of  his  hand,  though  no  particular 
t  or  employment  was  left  upon  me.  I  shall 
tnention  nothing  that  past  oefore  the  defeat 
oreester,  which,  I  niay  truly  say,  was  as 
Dua  to  myself  as  any  Scotsman;   neither 

I  trouble  this  honourable  parliament  to 
ioQ  many  several  meetings  which  were 
by  several  noblemen  and  gentlemen  in  this 
!,  after  that  time,  wherein  I  was  willing  and 
'  to  contribute  what  was  in  my  power; 
aoChing  being  found  possible  to  be  done, 

man  was  necessitate  to  retire  to  his  own 
y.  And  immediately  after  that  defeat  of 
ester,  his  majesty  being  driven  from  his 
ojons,  there  were  comnussioners  sent  from 
iretended  parliament  of  England,  unto 
lod,  with  whom  I  would  never  make  anv 
ment,  neither  did  I  ever  capitulate,  till 
liter  all  these  in  arms,  by  commission  from 
^eaty,  had  done  the  same,  and  the  repre- 
Uvea  of  the  nation  had  accepted  the  tender 
lion,  to  be  under  one  government,  and 
ifter  had  jointly  met  t^ethcr  at  Edin- 
I,  and  sent  their  deputies  to  London. 
Lnd  it  is  likewise  well  known,  that  myself 
the  gentlemen  (my  vassals  and  tenants) 
n  the  shire  of  Argyle,  had  endeavoured  to 

conjunction  with  our  neighlMurs  in  the 
lands,  for  resistance  of  the  English  power ; 
li  was  refused  by  our  neighbours,  and  the 
lah  acquainted  therewith :  whereupon  they 
red  upon  very  hard  courses  against  us. 
npon  a  safe  pan,  I  did  meet  with  mi^or- 
al  Dean,  and  others,  at  Dumbarton;  but 
■e  nothing  would  satisfy  them,  except  I 
if  would  take  the  tender,  and  promise  to 
ote  their  interest,  we  parted  without  any 
ment,  as  a  very  eminent  noble  person  in 
UHiae  can  testify,  who  came  to  Dumbarton 
It  time :  so  their  prejudice  against  me  did 
more  increase.  And  they  Uien  fully  re- 
i  to  invade  the  Highlands,  and  the  poor 
of  Arg}ie  in  particular,  on  all  hands,  by 
ng  regiments  both  of  horse  and  foot,  by  sea, 
M  east  side  of  it,  and  general-mujor  Dean 
elf  marching  by  land  to  Lochaber,  on  the 
ride.  But  when  he  came  there,  ndssing 
lip  with  his  provisioni^  he  returned  back 
^eedily,  and  shortly  thereafter  came  very 
pectediy  to  my  house  of  Inveraray,  by  a 
»from  Ayr,  and  (as  it  appeared  afterwards) 
■d  ordered  his  whole  party  to  meet  him 
,  and  to  lie  neur  unto  my  house.  It  pleased 
iwrd  that  the  same  time  I  was  in  a  very 

fit  of  sickness,  as  Doctor  Cunningham  s 
leate  will  testify,  who  was  with  me  when 
.  came  there ;  and  after  himself,  and  others 
I  offlcers,  had  been  a  few  days  in  my  house, 
ng  sentry  both  within  and  without  the 

be  presented  a  paper  to  me,  under  his 
ary^s  liand,  (which  paper  I  yet  have)  which 
1  absolutely  refuse ;  but  the  next  day  he 
Bted  me  with  another,  which,  he  told  me, 
it  cither  yield  mito,  or  he  would  carry  me 
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them,  for  any  thing  he  knew ;  and  he    .  g^ . 
asked  but  till  next  day  to  look  over 
his  own  papers :  but  this  was  refused;  which 
made  him  complain  that  this  waa  hard  mea- 
sure, and  such  haste  was  never  made  in  a  par- 


with  him,  and  send  me  to  some  other  prison : 
whereupon,  after  some  few  alterations  of  it,  X 
did  asree,  and  rigned  the  said  paper,  which  I 
have  likewise  ready  to  be  shown.  And  although 
I  shall  say  nothing  for  justifying  of  it,  yet  all 
circumstances,  and  my  condition  being  senoualy 
considered,  I  hope  it  shall  be  found  a  fault, 
though  not  altogether  excusable,  yet  very  par- 
donable in  me  to  do  it,  and  afterwards,  as  anairs 
stood,  not  to  break  the  same.  And  for  any  thing 
which  I  did  after  tliat,  in  my  compliance  with  the 
English,  being  their  prisoner  upon  demand,  I 
never  meddled,  but,  as  I  conceived,  out  of  neces- 
sity, for  the  good  of  my  country  in  general,  and 
preservation  of  myself  and  family  from  ruin, 
and  in  nothing  to  hinder  his  nu^jesty's  happy 
restoration. 

**  There  are  many  other  thincs  which  I  might 
instance,  of  many  aspersions  falsely  cast  upon 
me  by  this  libel,  which  I  shall  pass  by  at  this 
time,  being  unwilling  to  be  too  troublesome  to 
vour  grace  and  this  honourable  meeting.  And 
because  many  of  them  are  fully  answered  and 
cleared  in  my  defences  and  duplies,  I  shall  only 
humbly  desire  this  honourable  meeting  of  par- 
liament, to  consider  the  great  difficulty  and  dis- 
advantage I  am  put  unto,  if  I  shall  be  forced  to 
debate  the  grounds  and  reasons,  from  the  law- 
fulness of  the  kirk  and  kingdom  of  Scotland's 
former  proceedings,  or  of  the  lawfulness  (cir- 
cumstances being  considered)  of  Scotland,  or  any 
person  in  it,  their  compliance  with  a  prevalent 
uaurpinff  .power,  which  had  the  full  possession 
whicn  hlsmi^esty  (in  his  declaration  concerning 
the  treaty  with  Portugal)  adcnowledgeth  they 
had.  So  that  I  hope,  and  am  confident,  tha^ 
these  things  being  considered,  his  mi^esty  will 
never  allow  that  his  father's  or  hia  own  acts  of 
oblivion  and  raiification  should  be  called  in 
question,  or  his  subjects  punned  for  any  deed  or 
thing  whereby  they  are  indemnified  by  the 
same,  they  having  nothing  which  they  holafora 
better  security.  The  truth  of  these  things  is 
very  well  known  to  the  most  part  of  this  honour- 
able meeting,  that  there  was  an  act  of  oblivion 
by  his  late  royal  migesty,  in  the  year  1641,  it  is 
in  print ;  and  that  his  gracioiu  migesty,  who 
now  is,  did  pass  an  act  of  approbation,  at  St. 
Johnstoun  and  Stirling,  in  the  years  1650  and 
1651,  after  his  majority,  there  being  none  at 
that  time  kept  out  of  the  parliament,  ner  from 
his  msjesty's  service  in  the  armies;  for  all  acta 
of  clatises  were  rescinded.  And  I  am  also  con- 
fident, if  it  were  represented  to  his  majesty,  by 
your  grace  and  this  honourable  parliament,  that 
he  would  not  be  less  gracious  and  merciful  to 
these  in  Scotland  (who  acted  for  him  so  long  as 
they  were  able,  till  a  prevailing  sword  had 
driven  him  away,  and  subdued  them)  when  his 
majesty  hath  so  freely  pardoned  and  indenmified 
the  invaders  themselves.  And  therefore  I  hum- 
bly denire,  before  I  be  put  to  any  further  necea- 
sary  dispute  in  the  business,  that  your  grace  and 
this  honourable  parliament  may  be  ]ilcRsed  to 
read  this  my  humble  auv|}\\caXvou  axw^  va^ains^a» 
sion,  and  recommend  tVie  wxa^  UiYvva  xaa^^s^t^ 


146 


.gg.  liament  of  Scotland.  When  he  gave' 
them  in,  the  advocate  took  them  up 
to  advise,  as  he  said,  whether  he  should  give 
in  triplies  or  not.  I  have  not  seen  a  copy 
of  the  marquis  his  duplies,  if  they  differ  from 
his  answers  in  print,  or  of  the  advocate's  an- 
swers, if  there  were  any;  but  I  suppose  we 
have  the  substance  of  both  already. 

After  the  advocate  had  considered  the 
duplies,  upon  the  16th  of  April,  the  marquis 
is  again  before  the  parliament,  and  his  pro- 
cess was  read  over  in  the  house.  Upon  the 
reading  of  it,  he  had  a  very  handsome  and 
affecting  speech,  wherein  at  considerable 
length,  he  removes  the  reproaches  cast  upon 
him,  and  touches  at  some  things  not  in  his 
papers,  and  concludes  with  renewing  his  do- 
sire,  that  his  supplication  and  submission 
may  yet  be  recommended  to  the  king's  ma- 
jesty. This  speech  tending  to  clear  several 
matters  of  fact,  and  not  iiithcrto,  that  I  know 
of,  published,  I  have  added  as  a  note.  * 


THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  SUFFERINGS  [BOOK  I. 

Whatever  the  marquis  or  his  lawyers  could 


*  Marqala  of  Argyle*8  speech,  after  reading  of 
his  process  April  16th,  1661. 

**  My  Lord  Chancellor. 
**  It  ia  no  small  diaad  vantage  to  me  to  be  itanding 
before  this  honourable  assembly,  in  this  condi- 
tion, and  any,  much  more  so  many  unjunt  pre- 
judices against  me :  but  I  hope,  as  my  duplies 
which  have  been  read,  have  taken  off  manv,  as 
to  the  libel,  I  desire  to  speak  to  some  of  them, 
and  others  not  in  the  papers ;  and  I  shall  com- 
prehend the  pn^judices  against  me  in  two.  The 
first  af^inst  my  personal  carriage,  the  second 
against  my  public.  For  the  first,  of  what  ron- 
cerneth  my  perMmal,  some  are  in  the  libel  which 
are  answered  in  the  defences  and  duplies,  and 
they  are  three.  First,  Lawmont's  business. 
Secondly,  the  senaing  men  to  starve  in  Jura. 
And  thirdly,  the  business  in  Kintyre.  For  the 
first  two,  I  am  as  free  of  them  as  any  man ;  for 
I  was  not  in  Sc^itland  when  Towart  was  taken, 
and  articles  broken  :  and  I  may  say,  I  never 
harboured  so  base  a  thought  as  to  bn»k  artirlos, 
neither  did  I  ever  allow  it  in  others ;  yet  that 
can  bo  no  excuse  to  others ;  for  I  hold  it  not 
lawful  in  any  to  do  that  which  they  condemn  in 
others  ;  yea,  if  the  one  side  of  a  relation  fail  in 
their  duty,  I  think  it  no  excuse  for  the  other  to 
do  the  likp^  And  for  the  second,  the  business  of 
Jura,  it  is  so  ridiculous,  that  till  I  came  to  Scot- 
land last,  I  never  heard  a  colourable  pretence  for 
the  report.  For  the  third,  it  will  be  clear  it  was 
the  act  of  a  council  of  war,  by  public  authority, 
approven  in  parliament,  and  no  deed  of  mine* 
I  bless  God,  there  is  not  one  deed  in  the  libel 
aipainst  mc,  for  any  prejudice  done  to  any  man's 
person,  when  I  was  in  the  fields  commanding 
forces  in  chief,  (as  I  was  several  times)  neither 
Is  there  any  thini;  in  it  for  deeds  while  his  ma- 
Jeaijr  whs  in  Scotland,  but  two  great  calumnies; 
t/ie  6r3t,  my  acceasion  to  the  act  of  the  YTeat 
Kirk :  the  aecood,  my  corresponding  at  lV\at  time 
*vitb  tilt  EugUnh  army. 


say,  had  little  we^t  with  the  members  ol 
parliament ;  most  of  them  ahneady  were  re- 
solved what  to  do.  The  house  had  masj 
messages  to  hasten  this  process  to  an  end; 
though  by  what  is  above,  it  appears  they  lost 
no  time :  but  the  misgiving  of  many  of  their 
designed  probations  against  this  good  mso, 
embarrassed  than  mightily  for  some  time. 
I  have  it  from  a  vciy  good  hand,  that  up- 
wards of  thirty  dififerent  libels  were  formed 
against  him,  for  alleged  injuries,  oppressioDfl^ 
and  the  like;  and  all  of  them  came  to 
nothing,  when  they  began  to  prove  them,  as 
lies  use  to  do.  And  after  they  had  accom- 
plished their  most  diligent  search,  they  were 
forced  to  betake  themselves  to  his  innocent, 
because  necessary,  compliance  with  the 
English,  after  every  shire  and  bui^h  in  Scot- 
land had  made  their  submission  to  thdr  con- 
querors. Thus,  as  the  sacrifice  under  the 
law  was  washen  before  it  was  o£fered,  those 


'*  The  pnjudirea  oat  of  this  libel  are  many, 
which  some  of  the  parties  say  they  were  pnssed 
to  give  in  ;  some  or  them  for  deecU  thirty,  some 
more  years  ago,  being  lawful  decreets  before  the 
session,  when  such  fools  as  LauderdMle, Hadding- 
ton, Southesk,  and  such  men,  were  in  employ- 
ment, where  truly  I  had  no  nu>re  influence  nor 
the  justice  of  my  cause  procured  to  me-  ]  hope 
no  man  mistakcth  my  ironical  word,  in  calling 
these  worthy  able  men  fools. 

**  I  confess  I  thought  it  strange,  when  Icsmc 
from  before  your  lordships  on  Alonday  last,  1 
had  a  summons,  by  warrant  of  the  lords  of  arti- 
cles, at  the  earl  of  Airlie*s  instance,  for  these 
thinii^s  done  before  the  year  1641,  so  contrary  to 
his  majesty's  act  of  approbation  of  my  ■crriccv 
and  his  own  act  of  oblivion  in  the  same  yesr, 
1641,  but  nothing  of  that  kind  is  strange  to  iii& 
One  thing  not  in  the  libel,  which  I  am  infarmed 
takcth  great  impression  on  some^  to  my  pnja- 
dice ;  it  is  this :  though  I  told  to  your  loroihin 
formerly,  that  the  marquis  of  Huntley's  dm 
was  a  million  of  merks  in  the  vear  1640,  yet  Itii 
said,  his  estate  being  great  which  I  have  pes. 
sessed,  i  am  satisfied  of  what  was  due  to  me^ 
yet  X  possess  all.  The  very  narration  of  bb 
rent  what  it  is,  will  show  tne  falsehood  of  thii 
calumny ;  for  alter  the  death  of  Lewis,  marqnii 
of  Huntley,  my  nephew,  now  earl  Aboyn,  and 
others  of  his  friends,  with  the  chamberlains  oi 
the  estate,  met  me  and  some  others  who  are  is 
this  house,  at  Stirling ;  and  when  they  had  pat 
the  lesst  peat  or  poultry  in  money,  the  height  cf 
all  the  rent,  as  themselves  gave  it  np,  is  bat 
about  fifty  thousand  merks  Scots,  which  I 
could  never  find  it  to  be  by  a  good  deal ;  out  of 
which  was  to  be  deduced  some  ministers*  sti- 
pendst  chamberlains*  fees,  waste  lands,  and  ill 
payments,  with  all  public  dues.  And,  (although 
it  be  but  very  small  to  a  person  of  that  quality) 
\  \^«  \ad^  "^u^xlr)  Vaii^  Vt  vay  connivance,  n% 
\  lYktkVMA^  \nKTVLa  va.  vjswjsAil^^  vu^  v^a  esri 
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attempts  were  so  many  absolutions  of  the 
morqiiisy  in  eveiy  body's  eye  but  his  pur- 
suers ;  the  more  his  enemies  dived  into  his 
conduct,  the  more  innocent  he  was  like  to 
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appear ;  and  seFeral  of  the  members 

of  parliament  were  like  to  cool  in 

this  process,  especially  after  they  heard  his 

dear  and  evident  defences  in  the  matter  of 


Abnyn,  upon  the  mme  account,  had  four  tboo- 
nod,  tlkou^h  1  adcnowledfo  it  is  but  unall  to  a 
ftnon  of  his  worth  and  quality.  Yet  these 
tfaiD^  bdng  deduced,  I  dare  coniidentlT  say,  I 
came  Tery  little  above  half  interest  of  toe  sums 
aclinowledeed  due  to  me,  under  the  hands  of 
Lewiv,  raurquis  of  Huntley,  and  earl  of  Aboyn. 
And  I  did  certainly  offer  to  dve  more  ease  of 
tile  sumii  than  ever  I  got,  if  I  might  eitlier  get 
nnney,  creditors  taken  off,  or  land  secured  to  me : 
and  no  rcaaonable  man  can  question  the  justness 
sf  the  debts,  when  tliey  shall  but  hear  them. 

*<  The  second  prejuwce  against  mi*,  is  in  my 
public  carriage  and  constancr  in  the  way  where- 
m  1  -was  engaged,  which  I  think  a  hard  case 
to  make  my  crime.  I  profess  If  I  had  not  thought 
the  engagraient  upon  ni*;  binding  for  the  time, 
to  mi'h  things  as  I  did,  I  think  tnil^  I  had  been 
much  more  guilty  in  doing  as  I  did ;  for  it  is 
obserrable  in  one  of  the  heathen  emperors,  who, 
to  try  his   Christian  serrants,  imposed  some 
tUnf  s  contrary  to  their  profession,  and  such  a^ 
refused  he  honoured,  others  he  rejected.     And  I 
AaH  here  add  an  argument,  not  in  my  papers, 
to  show  clearly  to  all,  I  was  no  prime  leader. 
It  hath  been  told  your  lordships  by  a  noble  lord 
•f  thb  house,  that  in  the  year  1647,  which  is  the 
fMur  and  parliament  wherein  all  the  busioess 
MBoeniing  the  late  king's  remaining  in  Eng- 
Imd  (-when  the  Soots  army  returned)  was  ended : 
ii  that  parliament  it  is  told  your  lordships,  in 
Montrose's  process,  that  I  pressed  a  ratification 
•f  my  son's  disposition  of  Mnckdock,  but  could 
ast  carry  the  same ;  and  when  I  was  not  able 
Is  carry  such  a  particular,  was  I  prime  leader  ? 
hi  any  rational  man  judge :  so  with  what  is  in 
Hy  papers,  this  point  cannot  stick  with  any  to 
BT  prejudice.     But,  on  the  contrary,  I  acknow- 
kige  my  duty  to  the  lawful  magistrate  to  be 
jsrir  dicituh  and  to  be  contained  under  the  fifth 
commandment,  '  Honour  thy  father  and  thy  mo- 
ther.*     And  as  it  is  well  observed  by  some,  thev 
Wva  that  style  of  fathers  to  procure  them  all 
btberiy  subjection,  reverence,  and  duty,  from 
their  inferiors,  and  to  stir  them  up  to  all  ten- 
^OYMBS  and  affection  toward  their  sutjects. 

**  I  haTc  forborne  many  things  in  my  papers,  of 
ftt  causes  and  motives  of  the  church  and  king- 
dom of  Scotland's  proceeding,  lest  I  should  have 
Wen  mistaken :  I  must  do  so  here  likewise,  for 
if  I  should  but  mention  king  James  VI.  his 
Words,  in  his  own  book,  concerning  a  king's 
duty  Co  his  people,  and  the  people's  to  their  king ; 
I  might  run  the  same  hazard.  I  shall  therefore 
direct  any  to  his  works,  and  the  155th  page,  so 
157,195,200,  174;  so 40S,  494, 495.  Ishallhere 
likewise  clear  that  point  of  compliance,  by  an 
olaervation  which  divines  have  from  this  same 
filth  command,  and  the  former,  the  fourth,  and 
it  is  this ;  that  all  the  rest  of  the  commands  are 
negative  but  these  two,  and  therefore  they  admit 
of  some  exceptions :  for,  as  they  say,  affirmative 
pRcepts  temper  obliffont,  ted  turn,  ad  temper,  bind 
not  at  all  times ;  but  nq^tlve  precepts  temper  et 
fld  temper  obUpant,  bind  always,  and  at  all  times. 
This  is  not  only  the  doctrine  of  divines,  but  of 
Christ  and  his  disciples^  which  they  practised  . 


so  did  David,  and  so  he  instructeth  his  children 
on  his  deathbed ;  so  teach  the  apo^les,  and  so 
is  every  man  reaily  to  interpret  the  fourth  com- 
mand, though  the  latitude  of  liberty  on  that  day 
be  not  so  great  as  many  presume :  but  doubtless 
it  is  much  for  works  of  necessity  and  diarity. 
And  the  same  latitude  cannot  be  weU  denied  to 
the  fifth  command,  as  may  be  evidenced  both  by 
orecept  and  practice  of  the  prophets  and  apostles. 
But  I  will  not  insist  in  thin,  hoping  it  is  clear  to 
any.  I  shall  only  at  this  time,  without  reflec- 
tion upon  any,  regret  to  your  lordships,  my  own 
condition,  that  when  his  majesty  recummendeth 
tho  trial  of  his  subjects,  I  am  alone  singled  out, 
not  to  try  my  carriage,  it  scemeth,  but  to  find 
out  any  crime,  which  is  liard,  nemo  tine  crimine 
vivit;  neither  am  1  to  justify  myself,  who  am  as 
free  as  any,  of  nil  things  which  nave  been  worst 
looked  upon  in  public  trunsactions  during  the 
troubles ;  and  was  m  willing  as  any  to  contri- 
bute at  nil  times  for  a  settling  betwixt  his  ma- 
jesty and  his  people^  that  hi*)  throne  might  be 
establish!^  in  righteonsness ;  whereof  I  gave 
evidence  at  Dunse,  in  the  year  16S9,  and  by  my 
constant  advice  and  correspondence  with  that 
noble  person  the  earl  of  Kothes,  at  Jxtndon,  1640, 
and  no  man  could  do  his  miyesty  better  service 
at  that  time  than  I  did,  in  refusing  some  things 
thereafter  in  the  year  1041,  in  Scotland,  where, 
in  public  parliament,  I  had  his  majesty's  gra- 
cious testimony,  that  I  dealt  over  honestly  with 
him,  though  1  was  stiff  as  to  the  point  in  con- 
troversy. And  as  king  James  saith,  many  de- 
signations are  tnken  in  Scotland,  from  ill  hours. 
Some  present  know  my  teiMiei'n«>8s  of  his  majes- 
ty, to  bring  that  business  of  the  Inrident  to  any 
public  trial.  After  that  time,  my  (endeavours 
in  the  year  1646  were  extended  for  his  mi^esty's 
service,  in  going  twice  to  L<mdon  by  his  com- 
mand and  idlowance,  at  which  time  (though  it 
be  otherwise  falsely  alleged)  no  mention  was 
ever  made  of  any  thing  relating  to  the  disposal 
of  his  migesty's  person,  wherein  1  get  the  blame ; 
though  1  may  and  do  say  truly,  1  deserve  as 
little  as  any.  But  yet  to  show  the  reason  of  it, 
I  jhall  mention  a  few  words  of  a  very  honest, 
learned,  and  godly  minister,  Mr.  Gee,  in  his 
book  of  the  Keturn  of  Prayer,  in  his  third  query 
concerning  the  reason  of  God's  hiding  himself 
from  his  people's  prayers,  grounded  on  his  pro- 
mises, and  his  seeming  to  answer  the  contrary 
by  his  providences :  I  hope  no  man  will  mistake 
me  in  using  his  words  and  scripture  examples. 
When  he  comes  to  speak  of  the  second  way  of 
inquiry  for  this,  he  telleth  of  three  Indispositions 
of  men,  that  blear  our  eyes :  first,  offence  at  the 
thing  fallen  out ;  secondly,  men's  partiality  to 
themselves ;  thirdly,  their  ]>rejudice  against 
others.  I  intend  only  the  last:  for  the  first 
he  mentioneth  the  87th  psalm,  David's  stum- 
bling at  the  prosperity  of  the  wicked.  For  the 
second,  partiality  t(»  ourselves,  he  salth,  self, 
indulgence  spreads  a  veil  over  the  eyes,  and  fore- 
stalleth  the  judgment,  that  whatsoever  cause  of 
the  thing  be  in  ourselves,  we  cannot  easily  we 
it.  iew  will  say,  *  What  have  I  done?'  whereof 
the  prophet  Gomp\amcVh  *,  tewvc,  ^mSSbL  >2ict^  <&*» 
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1661    ^^  ^^^*  murder,  and  his  puraiien 

began  to  fear  hazard  in  a  Tote  of  the 

house.    Therefore  the  parliament  was  cud- 

lungly  enough  brought  in  to  send  a  letter  to 


[boor  h 

the  king,  wherein  the  wbde  of  their  pastpn* 
cedure  was  owned,  and  no  room  left  for  thoiB 
to  go  back;  and  Glenodm  and  Rothes  go 
post  to  court  with  it*    This  letter  wh 


dples,  *  la  it  I,  Lord?*  bat  few««t  with  David, 
<  J  k  is  I,  what  hava  theM  done  ?'  The  third  india- 
poaition  ia,  prejudicea  agaixiat  otliers;  for  we  are 
BO  leaa  raaith  he)  haaty  and  severe  in  aentencing 
and  faulting  othnr  men,  than  wc  are  well  con- 
ceited and  favoarable  in  jndi^ing  oumelvea; 
which  humour  Chriat  decyphereth,  while  he 
aaith,  *  %Vhy  bcholdrat  thou  the  mote  in  thy  bro- 
ther's eye,  and  eonsidereat  not  the  beam  in  thine 
own?*  And  aa  there  ia  in  men  a  prejudice  to- 
warda  othera  in  goneral,  through  which  they 
are  dlapoaed  to  find  fault  with  all  but  themselves, 
and  to  lay  that  blame,  which  must  rest  some- 
where, at  another  man*s  door  rather  than  their 
own ;  so  there  is  a  more  special  and  vehement 
pr^udice,  when  men  are  banded  (ashesaith)  in 
parties,  each  against  other,  when  usually  men, 
without  standing  to  inquire  or  reflect  on  any 
other  way,  they  cast  all  the  charge  and  procure- 
ment of  calamitous  events,  upon  their  contrary 
war  or  party :  and  for  this  ho  Instanceth  that 
of  korah,  which,  after  the  Lord  had  cut  them 
off  by  his  own  immediate  hand,  the  conspiretors 
said,  it  was  Mosps  and  Aaron  had  killed  the 
people  of  the  Ixird.  So  did  the  Jews  cast  all  the 
blame  uf  their  hard  usage  from  the  Komans,  on 
Christ  and  his  apostles  -.  so  did  the  Ilomans,  the 
destruction  of  Ivome  bv  the  Goths  and  Vandals, 
on  Christians  and  Christianity,  which  occa- 
sioned Augustine  to  write  that  book,  De  Ciritate 
Dei,  All  this  may  evidently  show  the  ill  of 
these  three  indispositions  of  mind,  and  particu- 
larly this  of  prejudice  againit  others,  especially 
to  all  who  arc  concerned  in  it. 

"  I  have  but  onl  v  a  few  words  to  say,  in  remem- 
boring  your  lordships  of  three  things  observ- 
able in  my  carriage  during  the  late  troubles. 
First,  my  never  joiuinf  in  the  national  covenant, 
till  commanded  by  his  late  royal  majesty. 
Sf*condly,  my  never  receiving  any  pay  during 
all  the  troubles,  either  as  committee-man,  oom- 
mander-in-chicf,  colonel,  or  captain,  in  all  the 
services  of  Envland,  Scotland,  or  Ireland,  in  a 

rrliamcnt  of  the  year  1646,  which  was  after  all 
had  was  destroyed  by  the  Irish  rebels  and 
their  associates:  and  what  I  got  from  the  par- 
liament 1647,  was  after  my  estates  and  lands 
were  ruined,  and  was  only  for  my  family's 
subsistence,  and  paying  some  necessitous  credi- 
tors some  annual  rents ;  as  the  act  of  parliament 
1647,  and  order  to  the  Scots  comnussioiiers  at 
I^ndon,  the  same  year  can  show.  And  for  the 
first  negative  part.  Sir  William  Thomson's  hand 
will  prove  it,  who  was  either  depute  or  principal 
receiver  and  layer  out  of  all  public  monies  all 
that  time.  Thirdly,  my  being  free  of  any  act- 
ings in  the  years  1646  and  1647,  anent  the  dis- 
posing of  his  majesty's  royal  father's  person, 
never  having  c»ncurred  in  committees  in  Scot- 
land or  England,  nor  as  a  commissioner  at  Lon- 
don, anent  the  f-ame,  nor  in  any  resolutions 
coiircrning  the  return  of  the  Scots  army,  nor 
tht!  money  for  their  arr«*ars  agreed  to  in  these 
times ;  except  that  I  was  present  in  the  parlia- 
ment 1647,  which  I  do  not  well  know,  liy  all 
trbich  it  ia  eridcat,  how  clearly  and  freely  1 
coMjr  my,  that  I  do  not  descr.vo  to  be  the  aVngVe 


anffsrer  in  all  his  madesty's  dominions,  for  my 
carriage  during  the  late  titmblea,  faia  maierty 
having  f  to  his  eternal  praiae)  pardoned  ell  bat 
some  of  the  murderers  of  his  late  royal  fiahcr. 
"  Therefore  I  take  the  boldnem,  now  that  ill 
the  papers  are  read,  to  show  yoorlivdahips,  thu 
ao  much  paina  needed  not  to  have  been  laksa 
in  summoning  witneaaes,  and  otherwise,  in  tUa 
business ;  for  I  ever  ojfered,  and  do  offnr  ts 
acknowledge  all  matters  of  fact  which  any  man 
canjustly  prove,  (much  of  the  libel  being  matter 
of  fact)  except  some  alleged  worda  which  are 
notoriously  false  and  irnelevant,  and  even  le 
libelled.  And  aa  I  did  formerly,  eo  I  do  atOl 
entreat,  befan  any  fiutfaer  procedure^  my  hum> 
ble  aubmiaaion,  with  your  grace  and  thia  hop- 
ourable  parliament's  recommendation,  may  bt 
sent  to  his  mi^yesty,  which  I  hope  none  of  your 
lordships  will  ever  have  cause  to  repent  yon  of, 
having  now  heard  and  seen  the  favourableneM 
of  mycause^  and  desire  in  this." 

•  The  following  is  Sir  George  M'Keofie'S 
account  of  this  alair;  it  ia  a  little  differeai, 
and  containa,  beaides  a  testimony  to  the  het  it 
the  marquis  being  a  martyr  for  religion,  soaa 
cirinimstancea  which  VVodrow,  full  and  cir- 
cumstantial as  he  is,  has  omitted  :  **  Lan- 
derdale  had  passionately  opposed  the  intended 
marriage  betwixt  tlie  king  and  Argyle's  dugli- 
ter;  yet  Lauderdale  being  now  raised  above 
all  hazard  of  his  opposition,  and  being  denr- 
ous  to  lessen  Middleton,  and  to  oppose  wiiat- 
ever  he  owned,  did  many  good  offices  to  the 
marquis;  and  some  ascribed  thb  assistanes 
to  the  respect  he  had  still  to  the  good  old 
cauae,  for  which  the  marquia  mainly  suffend, 
and  to  the  interocesion  of  the  lord  Lorn,  who  bad 
married  the  countesa  of  Lauderdale's  niece,  and 
who  stayed  at  court  to  manage  his  Uiba^ 
business.  To  balance  all  which,  the  comniis* 
sioner  did  send  the  earls  of  Glencatm  and 
Kothes,  commissionated,  as  was  pretended,  by  the 
parliament,  to  represent  what  they  had  done  ia 
nb  service,  but  the  true  design  was,  that  tbey 
might  oppose  all  applications  that  shovdd  benubde 
in  favours  of  the  marqub  of  Argyle:  and  I  n- 
member,  that  the  marquis  hearing  of  the  com- 
mission, did  immediately  conclude  hioisdf 
destroyed,  and  his  conjecture  was  very  wdl 
founded ;  for  Glencaim  did  d^y  inoane  thi 
duke  of  Albemarle  [Monkl,  and  the  chan- 
cellor of  England  [^Clarendonl,  and  Rocha^ 
who  was  very  intimate  with  Lauderdale^ 
and  knew  very  well  how  to  manage  hia  hu- 
mour, did  much  lessen  Lauderdale's  kindncs 
to  the  nuvquis,  by  representing  to  him  how  vIih 
lently  Argyle  had  persecuted  him  formeriy; 
what  new  troubli;  he  might  bring  to  his  lord- 
ship's affiurs,  if  he  escapisl ;  and  that  all  his  en- 
deavours would  at  last  prove  ineffectual,  and  it 
it  was  not  pnidence  to  engage  too  far  in  a  drs- 
peratc  quarrel."  "What  follows  is  particularly 
worthy  of  the  reader's  attention,  aa  exhibitiof 
on  the  part  of  the  parliament,  one  of  the  mu»t 
perfect  specimens  of  legal  tyranny,  and  on  the 
part  of  lonl  Albemarle,  of  personal  depravity, 
\  iVmX  \»a  ^-et  b«sen  put  on  reix>rd.— •«  l^he  rele* 


HAP.  Il3 

gned  by  almost  all  the  members,  and  the 
retext  was,  that  some  mismfonnations  had 
Kn  pwea  at  London  of  their  procedure; 
id  that  their  actings  might  be  the  better 
eared,  the  parliament  desire  Mr.  James 
liarp,  late  minister  of  Crail,  and  now  divi- 
ty  professor  at  St.  Andrews,  may  go  up  in 
■npany  with  them  as  one  of  the  churchmen 
■t  acquaint  with  his  majesty.  The  event 
owed  the  mystery  of  this.  The  two  states- 
en  were  to  push  the  marquis's  business, 
gulate  the  act  of  fines,  and  other  matters, 
id  Mr.  Sharp  was  to  join  the  highfliers  in 
a^and,  and  take  off  any  impressions  left 
f  the  representation  made  by  the  ministers 
f  Ef&burgh,  of  which  before,  and  model 
latters  as  to  the  church.  They  set  out  for 
ondon,  April  29th.    A  little  before  this. 
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the  marquis's  son,  lord  NeQ  Gamp-    .^^. 
bell,  had  gone  up  to  court,  and  re- 
presented his  Other's  defences,  with  all  the 
advantage  he  could;  and  had  done  this,  as 
was  then  said,  not  without  some  consider- 
able influence  upon  a  good  many  there. 

In  the  beginning  of  May,  witnesses  were 
examined  against  the  marquis.  I  have  not 
seen  their  examination  and  depositions,  and 
can  only  set  down  the  list  of  witnesses  given 
in  to  him,  with  diets  of  their  examination. 
May  3d,  anent  my  lord's  being  in  arms  with 
the  English,  and  exchanging  prisoners  with 
the  Scots,  "  William,  duke  of  Hamilton, 
John,  earl  of  Athole,  James  lord  Forrester, 
Sir  Norman  M'Leod,  John  M'Naughtan, 
John  Semple,  younger,  of  Fulwood,  Gavin 
Walkinshaw,  of  that  ilk,  Walter  Watson. 


■lev  of  the  articJes  being  disciuwd,  probation 
M  led  far  proving  the  late  cx>nipliaiice  after 
»  7»ar  1651,  and  his  accemion  to  the  kiiif^s 
Bicher  which  wm  excepted  out  of  the  letter ; 
id  though  vf  rv  many  witntwics  were  adducotl, 
ft  aome  thoii|;ht  the  probation  not  full  enough. 
at  after  the  debate  and  probation  were  all 
»ed,  and  the  parliament  ready  to  consider  the 
hole  matter,  one  who  came  post  from  Ix)ndon 
ladkt  most  rudely  at  the  parliament  door ;  and 
ion  his  entry  with  a  packet,  which  he  present- 
to  the  commissioner,  made  him  conclude  that 
bad  bftmght  a  remission,  or  some  other  war- 
ril,  &n  favours  of  the  marquis,  and  the  rather 
eaoae  the  bearer  was  a  Campbell.  But  the 
dcet  being  opened,  it  was  found  to  hare  in  it  a 
sat  many  letters  which  had  been  directed  by 
e  marqnk  to  the  duke  of  Albemarle,  when  he 
M  governor  of  Scotland,  and  which  he  reserved 
uee  if  they  were  absolutely  necef  sary :  and 
tng  by  these  diligent  envoys  advertised  of  the 
iDtinew  of  the  probutim,  he  had  sent  them 
•C  by  M  *  Nougfaton's  servant.  No  sooner  were 
aw  produced,  but  the  parliament  waa  fully 
tiai&ed  as  to  the  proof  of  the  compliance ;  and 
m  next  day  he  was  forefaulted,  and  the  man- 
tt  of  hie  execution  was  put  to  the  vote ;  and 
tef  stated  *hang,  or  behead,*  it  was  concluded 
■a  be  ebould  be  beheaded,  and  that  his  head 
Mold  be  placed  on  the  tolbootb,  where  Mon- 
isee's  head  had  formerly  stood.*'— IVrKenzie's 
[htory  of  Seotland,  pp.  S8,  40. 
Aaaeondusion  to  this  note,  we  shall  give  one 
vagraph  on  the  state  of  the  nation  that  issued 

I  tach  monstrous  proceedings,  and  the  character 
r  the  man  who  thw«  fnuikly  lent  his  honour 
id  told  bis  Integrity  to  promote  tliem,  from 
ic  pen  of  certainly  one  of  the  first  of  orators,  as 
tdl  as  the  most  experienced  of  statesmen : 

The  short  interval  between  Cromwell's 
lath  and  the  Restoration,  exhibits  the  picture 
'  a  nation  either  so  wearied  with  changes  as 
A  to  feel,  or  so  subdued  by  military  power  as 
It  to  dare  to  show  any  care  or  even  preference 
ith  regard  to  the  form  of  their  government. 

II  was  in  the  army ;  and  that  army,  by  such  a 
ncurrence  of  fortuitoua  c/i  eumstances  as  his- 


tory teaches  us  not  to  be  surprised  at,  had  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  one,  than  whom  a  baser  could 
not  bo  found  in  its  lowest  ranks.  Personal 
courage  appears  to  have  been  Monk's  only  vir- 
tue ;  reserve  and  dissimulation  made  up  the  whole 
stock  of  his  wisdom.  But  to  this  man  did  the  na- 
tion look  up,  ready  to  receive  from  his  orders  the 
form  of  govemmeut  he  should  choose  to  prescrilie. 
There  is  reason  to  believe,  that,  from  the  general 
bias  of  the  preabyterians,  as  well  as  of  the  cava- 
liers, monarchy  was  the  prevalent  wish  ;  hut  it 
is  observable,  that  although  the  parliament  was, 
contrary  to  the  principle  upon  which  it  was  pre- 
tended to  be  called,  composed  of  many  avowed 
royalists,  yet  none  dared  to  hint  at  the  restoration 
of  the  king,  tiU  they  had  Monk's  permission,  <irra 
ther  command,  to  receive  and  consider  his  letters. 
It  is  impossible,  in  reviewing  the  whole  of  this 
transaction,  not  to  remark  that  a  general,  who  had 
gained  his  rank,  repuUtion,  and  station,  in  the 
service  of  a  republic,  and  of  what  he,  as  well  as 
others,  called,  however  falsely,  the  cause  of  liber- 
ty, made  no  scruple  to  lay  the  nation  prostrate 
at  the  feet  of  a  monarch,  without  a  single  pro- 
vision in  favour  of  that  cause ;  and,  if  the  pro- 
mise of  indemnity  may  seem  to  argue  that  there 
was  some  attention,  at  least,  paid  to  the  safety 
of  his  associates  in  arms,  bis  subsequent  conduct 
gives  reason  to  suppose  that  even  tnis  provision 
was  owin^  to  any  other  cause  rather  than  to  any 
generous  teeling  in  his  breast  For  he  afterwards 
not  only  acquiesced  in  the  insults  so  meanly  put 
upon  the  illustrious  corpse  of  Blake,  under  whone 
auspices  and  command  he  had  performed  the 
most  creditable  services  of  his  life,  but  in  the 
trial  of  Argyle,  produced  letters  of  friendship 
and  confidence  to  take  away  the  life  of  a  noble- 
xnan,  the  zeal  and  cordiality  of  whose  co-opera- 
tion with  him,  proved  by  such  documents,  WB*t 
the  chief  ground  of  his  execution ;  thus  gratui- 
tously surpassing  in  infamy  those  misemM.. 
wretches,  who,  to  save  their  own  lives,  are 
sometimes  persuaded  to  impeach,  and  sweor 
away  the  live:*  of  their  accomplices."— History 
of  the  Early  Part  of  the  Ueign  of  James  II.  by 
Charles  James  Fox,  v^.  \^,%(). 
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provost  of  Dumbarton,  John  Cun- 
ningham, bailie  there,  John  White* 
trumpeter,  Alexander  Ramsay,  servant  to 


[BOOKIi 

tremdj  thin,  and  all  witbdrew«  but  audi  who 
were  determined  entirdyto  Mlowtbe  couh 
of  the  times.    Wheu  he  was  brought  to  the 


the  earl  of  Glencaim,  John  Carswel,  one  of  i  bar  to  receive  his  sentence,  he  put  the  pi»> 
his  majesty's    lifeguard,  Hugh   M'Dougal,  •  liament  in  mind  of  the  pracdce  of  Theodo- 


m 


Lorn,  Duncan  M'Culloch  there,  Hal- 
bcrt  Glaidstains,  in  Edinburgh,  commissary 
Beans,  at  Leith.  JVIay  7th,  ancnt  my  Iord*s 
joining  in  arms  with  the  English,  Donald 
M'Clean,  of  Borlas,  Major  David  Ramsay, 
obtain  James  Thomson,  in  Leith  citadel, 
Daniel  ONeil  there,  Jonathan  Moisly  there, 
James  Savel  there,  Robert  Darkems,  James 


sius  the  emperor,  who  enacted,  that  the 
tence  of  death  should  not  be  execute  t3 
thirty  da3r8  after  it  was  passed;  and  addei^ 
**  I  crave  but  ten,  that  the  king  may  be  a^ 
quainted  with  it."  This  was  refused,  and  k 
was  told,  that  now  he  behoved  to  recem 
the  parliament's  sentence  upon  his  knees ;  ht 
immediately  kneeled,  and  said,  **  I  will,  in  all 


Hcrsky,  John  Moisly  there.     And  for  prov-   humility."    The  sentence  being  pronounoo^ 
ing  the  words  spoken  in  parliament,  1G49,  {  he  offered  to  speak :  but  the  trumpets  sound* 


John  lord  Kirkcudbright,  James  lord  Cowpar, 
Robert  lord  Burleigh,  John  Corslate,  pro- 
vost of  Kirkcudbright,  William  Grierson,  of 
Bargatton.  May  8th,  anent  his  joining  in 
arms,  Henry  ONeil,  of  the  lifeguard,  Archi- 
bald M'Ocan,  servant  to  the  tutor  of  M'Clean, 
Angus  M'Claughson,  son  to  the  captain  of 
Inchconnel,  Donald  M'Clean,  of  Calzeach, 
John  Campbell,  of  Dunstafhish,  Mr.  James 
M'Clean,  of  Kilmaloag.  Words  spoken  at 
London,  and  James  Masterton's  house  in 
Edinburgh ;  George,  earl  of  Linlithgow,  earis 
of  Callendar,  Hume,  and  Aboyn,  Sir  James 
Fowlis,  of  Collingtoun.  There  were  a  great 
many  other  witnesses,  but  I  have  not  seen 
either  their  names  or  declarations,  and  the 
reader  will  find  the  plain  &cts,  as  indeed 
they  were,  in  the  marquis's  defences. 

How  those  who  went  up  to  coiut,  man- 
aged matters  there,  I  shall  not  say ;  but  from 
their  arrival,  to  the  day  of  the  parliament's 
sentence,  the  parliament  had,  almost  every 
day,  renewed  messages  to  haste  through  his 
trial.  These  were  obeyed  as  much  as  might 
be.  Accordingly  upon  Saturday,  May  25th, 
he  was  brought  to  the  bar,  and  received  his 
sentence  in  face  of  parliament,  "  That  he 
was  found  guilty  of  high  treason,  and  ad- 
judged to  be  execute  to  the  death  as  a  trai- 
tor, his  head  to  be  severed  from  his  body  at 
the  cross  of  Edinburgh,  upon  Monday,  the 
27th  instant ;  and  affixed  in  the  same  place 
where  the  marquis  of  Montrose's  head  was 
formerly,  and  his  arms  torn  before  the  par- 
liament, and  at  the  cross."  And  from  the 
bar  he  was  sent  to  tlic  common  prison  of 


ing,  he  stopped  till  they  ended,  and  tba 
said,  "  I  had  the  honour  to  set  the  cnnm 
upon  the  king's  head,  (and  indeed  the  msb 
quia  brought  him  to  the  crown)  and  now  he 
hastens  me  to  a  better  crown  than  his  own.* 
And  directing  himself  to  the  conomissioaff 
and  parliament,  he  said,  "  You  have  the  ii^ 
demnity  of  an  earthly  king  among  yoor 
hands,  and  have  denied  me  a  share  in  that, 
but  you  cannot  hinder  me  from  the  indea- 
nity  of  the  King  of  kings,  and  shortly  yoe 
must  be  before  his  tribunal,  I  pray  he  mete 
not  out  such  measure  to  you,  as  you  fam 
done  to  me,  when  you  are  called  to  accoont 
for  all  your  actings,  and  this  among  the  rest* 
Without  doors  it  was  said,  the  marquis  ci 
Aigyle  had  done  nothing,  but  what  was  ne* 
cessary  by  the  natural  law  of  self-preserra> 
tion,  and  just,  since  conquest  and  consent 
make  a  good  title  in  the  conqueror;  and  April 
Sd,  1652,  all  Scotland  had  in  a  very  solemM 
manner  consented  to  Oliver's  government  il 
Dalkeith,  and  his  solitary  re«stance  couU 
never  have  restored  the  king.  And  thoqgfi 
the  marquis  had  not  been  the  last  man  whe 
stood  out,  but  had  done  as  all  the  rest  d 
the  nation  did,  and  submitted  to  the  usm^ 
per,  it  was  observed,  that  not  a  man  io 
England  or  Ireland  had  sufiered  merely  fis 
owning  Cromwell,  though  he  was  there  a  ie< 
bel,  and  in  Scotland  a  conqueror.  It  was  fi» 
ther  asked.  Where  was  the  justice  to  punirii 
one  man  for  a  guilty  nation  ?  or  the  men^ 
to  forgive  many,  and  not  take  in  so  good  ami 
great  a  man  with  others  ?  and  evciy  bo^ 
saw  that  the  marquis  was  sentenced  by  hii 


Edinburtrh.  T/iat  Jajthe  parUamcntwQaox-\socu  criiiuiau^V^  complices,  as  he  himsel 
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told  Sir  John  Fletcher  hi  the  house,  and 
tbose  who  were  in  the  tranflgrcssion,  if  it 
■niBt  be  made  one,  long  before  he  was  in  it. 
But  who  can  stand  before  envy,  revenge, 
and  jealousy!  The  tree  of  prelacy  and 
arbitrary  measures  behoved  to  be  soaked 
when  a  planting,  with  the  noble  blood  of 
tins  excellent  patriot,  staunch  presbytcrian, 
and  vigorous  assertcr  of  Scotland's  liberty : 
and  mudi  bitter  and  bloody  fruit  did  it 
bear  m  the  following  twenty-six  years,  as 
will  appear  in  the  sequel  of  this  history. 

Tlie  sentence  against  this  noble  person 
was,  not  only,  in  the  eyes  of  onlookers, 
fanquitous    and  unrighteous    in  itself,  kut 
really  contrary  to  their  own  new  made  law, 
and  an  act  made  by  this  very  parliament, 
BO  longer  smce  than  March  30th,  act  15, 
ptfliament  J,  session  1,  Charles  11^  where 
in  express  terms,  **  his  majesty,  by  advice  of 
die  estates  of  parliament,  grants  his  indem- 
mty  and  full  assurance,  to  all  persons  that 
acted  in,  and  by  virtue  of  the  said  pretended 
p«iianKcnt8,(viz.  those  from  1640  to  1650,) 
nd  other  meetings  flowing  from  them,  to 
be  unquestioned  in  their  lives  and  fortunes, 
fcr  any  deed  or  deeds  done  by  them  in 
their  said  usurpation."    By  a  proclamation, 
Jone  10th,  this  year,  concerning  ecclesias- 
tical affiiirs,  which  the  reader  virill  find  at 
the  bottom  of  the  page,  *     I  find  the  fore- 


*  The  KiDg*t  Majesty's  Proclamation  con- 
eming  Church  affain,  June  10th,  1661. 
Charles  R. 

CharUw,  by  thejgrace  of  Go<i,  king  of  Scot- 
had,  England,  France,  and  Ireland,  defender 
if  the  faitli,  to  our  lovits,  lyon  king  at  anna, 
md  his  brethren  heralds,  messengers,  our 
A«jffii  in  that  part,  conjunctly  and  severally, 
•cdally  couHtitute,  greeting.  As  soon  as  it 
|ilnsed  Almighty  God,  by  his  own  outstretched 
■B,  wonderfully  to  bring  us  back  in  peac^  to 
ftt  exercise  of  our  royal  government,  we  did 
4ply  onrself  to  the  restoring  of  our  kingdoms 
iKtluU  liberty  and  happiness  which  they  enjoyed 
■ader  the  govemment  of  our  roval  anceHtors ; 
mi  in  <n^cr  thereunto,  we  («lled  a  parliament 
id  that  our  ancient  kingdom  of  Scotland,  as 
ths  most  proper  mean  to  settle  the  same,  after 
mnany  years  troubles,  and  to  restore  its  ancient 
fterty,  slier  those  grievous  soiTeringH,  and  that 
komr  bondage  imposed  of  late  by  bloody  usurp- 
enii  becaoae  of  their  loyalty  expressed  to  us. 
And  whereas  the  estates  of  parliament  of  that 
IV  ancient  kingdom,  have  so  fully,  freely,  and 
QBanlmously  vindicated  their  own  honour,  in 
iiserting  our  royal  power,  prerogative,  the  pri- 
vilegra  of  our  crown,  and  our  supremacy  over 
tQ  persons  iu  all  caiues,  aa  Btmoluulj  as  ever 
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said  date  of  this  act,  and  the  king  .^^| 
approves  it.  And  it  is  very  plain  the 
marquis's  indictment  and  sentence  runs  upon 
deeds  done  in  those  parliaments,  and  during 
that  alleged  usurpation  in  them,  save  what 
relates  to  his  joining  with  the  English,  as  to 
which  enough  has  been  set  down  for  his  vindi- 
cation :  so  that  I  cannot  but  be  of  opinion, 
that  the  parliament,  in  condemning  the 
marquis  for  these  deeds,  contradict  them- 
selves. There  is  indeed  a  rescr\'ation  .'n 
the  act,  as  to  such  as  shall  be  excepted  in 
the  general  indemnity  to  be  passed  by  his 
majesty,  and  such  who  were  guilty  of  the 
king's  murder:  but  that  exception  only 
concerned  the  persons  who  afterwards  were 
fined,  and  neither  that  nor  the  other  concern 
the  marquis.  Thus  in  this  sentence  the 
parliament  must  be  reckoned  fMt  do  te. 

As  through  the  whole  of  his  trial,  this 
noble  person  gave  the  brightest  example 
of  meekness  and  patience,  when  most  un- 
accountably abused  by  the  king's  advocate 
and  others;  so  he  received  his  sentence 
with  that  composure  which  became  so  inno- 
cent a  man,  and  excellent  christian;  and 
would  by  no  means  depart  from  the  honour- 
able testimony  for  religion  and  liberty  he 
was  engaged  in.  When  his  case  was  beyond 
all  hope  in  his  friends'  eyes,  and  no  prospect 
of  any  justice  appeared,  some  gallant  gentle- 


any  of  our  royal  progenitors,  kings  of  Scotland, 
at  any  time  possessed,  used  and  exerced  the 
same,  not  only  by  taking  away  of  these  inva- 
sions, brought  on  by  the  iniquity  of  the  times, 
during  the  late  troubles ;  but  also  by  their  re- 
scinding all  those  pretended  parliaments,  where- 
in any  force  might  have  appeared  to  have  been 
put  on  our  ro>'al  father,  since  the  yeiur  162)9, 
reserving  private  rights,  and  indemnifying  our 
suUects,  for  what  was  done  during  that  time : 
and  whereas  our  parliament,  by  their  a4*t  the 
twenty-ninth  of  March,  hath  dedared,  that  it  is 
our  full  and  firm  resolution,  to  maintain  the 
true  ])rote8tant  religion,  in  its  purity  of  doctrine 
and  worship,  as  it  whs  established  within  that 
our  kingddm,  during  the  reigns  of  our  royal 
father  and  grandfather  of  blesMid  memory,  and 
that  we  wiU  be  careful  to  promote  the  power  of 
godliness,  to  encourage  the  exorcises  of  religion, 
both  public  and  private,  and  to  suppress  all 
profaneness  and  disorderly  walking;  and  for 
that  end,  will  give  all  due  countenance  and 
protection  to  the  ministers  of  the  gospel,  they 
containing  themselves  within  the  bounds  and 
limits  of  their  ministerial  culling,  and  behaving 
themselves  with  that  submission  and  obedience 
to  our  authority  and  coianuA\<\»^  WiaaX  Vi^  vm!\\^\« 
to  the  uUeg'iance  aiiA  AuX.'j  o^  %,qo^  ^c^^^'cx^i. 
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l^g.  men  undertook  to  bring  him  out  of 
the  castle,  parti j  by  force,  and  parti j 
by  a  stratagem.  The  project  was  so  fiu*  gone 
into,  that  I  am  told,  the  marquis  was  once 
in  a  complete  disguise;  but  on  a  sudden 
he  altered  his  mind,  thanked  his  friends, 
and  told  them,  he  would  not  disown  the 
good  cause  he  had  so  publicly  espoused, 
and  threw  aside  his  borrowed  habit,  and 
resolved  to  suffer  the  utmost.  *  When  after 
the  sentence  he  entered  the  tolbooth,  his 
excellent  lady  was  waiting  for  him  there. 
Upon  seeing  her,  he  said,  "  they  have  given 
me  till  Monday  to  be  with  you,  my  dear, 
therefore  let  us  moke  for  it.**  She  embracing 
him,  wept  bitterly,  and  said,  **  the  Lord  will 
require  it,  the  Lord  will  require  it.'*  The 
bailie  who  accompanied  his  lordship,  though 
no  great  friend  to  him,  was  deeply  affected, 
yea  none  in  the  room  could  refrain  fit>m 
tears.  The  marquis  himself  was  perfectly 
composed,  and  said,  **  forbear,  forbear:  truly 
I  pity  them,  they  know  not  what  they  are 
doing :  they  may  shut  mc  in  where  they 


And  M  to  the  government  of  the  church,  that 
we  will  make  it  our  care  to  nettle  and  secure  the 
Bame  iu  such  a  frame  as  ahall  be  most  nfj^reeable 
to  the  word  of  God,  most  suitable  to  monarchical 
gorprnment,  and  most  complying  with  the 
public  peare  and  quiet  of  the  kingdom  :  and  in 
the  meuntimp,  that  we  do  allow  the  present 
administration  by  sessions,  presbyteries  and 
synods  Tthey  keeping  within  bounds,  and  be^ 
havini;  tncnisi^lvcM  m  said  is)  and  that  notwith- 
standing of  the  act  passed  that  day,  rescissory  of 
all  pretended  parliaments  since  the  year  ItiSS. 
Therefore  we  have  thought  fit,  by  this  our  pro- 
clamation, not  only  to  declare  our  gracious 
acceptance  of  th(>so  ample  testimonies  of  the 
dut^  and  aifei'tion  of  that  our  parliament,  by 
which  the  world  may  take  notice,  how  unani- 
mously loyal  that  kingdom  is,  and  how  hearty 
in  our  service,  of  which  we  oursclf  was  ever 
confident:  but  also  to  make  known  our  firm 
residution,  to  maintain  and  preserve  that  our 
kingdom  in  their  just  liberties :  and  likewise  to 
make  good  what  our  parliament  have  declared 
in  our  name,  as  to  matters  of  religion.  And 
couNidering  how  much  our  interest  and  the 
quiet  of  that  kingdom  is  concerned,  in  the  right 


*  Burnet  says,  '*  For  some  time  there  was  a 
stop  to  the  proceedings  in  which  lord  Argyle 
eras  C4>ntriving  an  (>Hcape  out  of  the  castle.  He 
kept  his  be<i  for  some  davs,  and  his  lady  being 
of  the  same  stature  with  hliuself,  and  coming  to 
him  in  a  chair,  he  had  put  on  her  dothet  and 
was  going  into  the  chair,  but  he  apprehended 
he    should    be    discovered,  and   his    ezecudon 

hastened,  and  so  hia  heart  failed  him."—VdL  I. 

p.  177, 
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please,  but  they  cannot  limt  out  Ood  fion 
me :  for  my  part  I  am  as  content  to  be  herf 
as  in  the  castle,  and  as  content  in  the  csitle 
as  in  the  Tower  of  London,  and  as  coolaft 
there  as  when  at  liberty;  and  I  hope  to  be 
as  content  upon  the  scafibld  as  any  of  then 
all.*'  He  added,  "  that  he  remembered  a 
scripture  cited  to  him  by  an  honest  mimstcr 
lately  in  the  Castle,  and  endeavoured  to  put 
it  in  practice,  when  Ziklag  was  taken  aai 
burnt,  and  the  people  spoke  of  stoniqg 
David,  he  encouraged  himself  in  the  Lord." 
This  account,  and  much  of  what  follows,  I 
have  onder  a  worthy  minister's  hand,  who 
was  present  with  the  marquis,  and  took 
notes  of  what  he  .^poke  at  the  time. 

All  his  short  time  till  Monday,  the  marqaii 
spent  with  the  greatest  serenity  and  cheer- 
fulness,  and  in  the  proper  exerdscs  of  ■ 
d}dng  christian.  He  said  to  some  minisfrw 
allowed  to  be  with  him  in  the  prison,  ^  thit 
shortly  they  would  envy  him  who  was  got 
before  them,"  and  added,  *'  mind  that  I  teO 
it  you,  my  skill  fails  me,  if  you  who 
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settlement  and  peace  of  that  our  church,  which 
through  the  confusions  of  these  latter  timcik 
hath  been  much  disoompoaed,  we  do  purpsi» 
after  mature  deliberation,  with-sach  aa  we  sfaal 
call,  to  employ  our  royal  authority,  for  settli^f 
and  securing  the  government  and  the  admini^ 
tration  thereof,  in  such  a  way  as  may  best  «»> 
duce  to  the  glory  of  God,  to  the  good  of  rdigio^ 
to  unity,  order,  and  to  the  puUio  peace  wi 
satisfaction  of  our  kingdom :  and  in  the  mas- 
time,  we  will  and  command  all  our  loving  sa^ 
jccta,  ministers  and  others,  aa  they  will  aasW 
at  their  peril,  to  abstain  from  meddling  wilfc 
what  may  concern  the  public  govemmeottf 
that  our  church,  either  by  preaching,  ninii 
strasces,  warnings,  dedaranons,  acta,  or  petitil 
of  church  judicatories,  or  any  other  way ;  mi 
to  compose  themselves  to  that  quietness  tfl 
inoffensive  deportment,  which  their  duty  to  i% 
and  the  peace  of  the  church  doth  require.    Ov 
will  is  herefore,  and  we  charge  you  straitly  tfl 
command,  that,  incontinent  tncse  our  ietMi 
seen,  ye  pass  to  the  market-croaa  of  our  bnifb 
of  Edinbui^h,  and  to  the  remanent  maiif^ 
crosses  of  the  head  burghs  of  that  oar  kingdiMb 
and  there,  by  open  proclamation,  in  our  uiH 
and  authority,  make  publication  henof  to  il 
our   lieges   and   subject's  wherethroogh  MS* 
pretend  ignorance  of  the  same,    as  you  wfl 
answer  Ui  us.     The  which  to  do  we  commit  ti 
you  conjunctly  and  severally,  our  fall  power  lif 
these  our  letters,  delivering  the  same  by  ysa 
duly  execute  and  indorsed,  agjsin  to  the  bearfr< 
Given  under  our  band  at  Whitehall,  the  tcotli 
day  of  June,  1G61,  and  of  oar  reign  the  thirtecstk 
year. 

By  hii  ini^esty*a  oommand, 

LavsianaLS. 


} 


HAP.   II.]  UF  THE  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND. 

Uiten  wfll  not  either  snflfer  much,  or  sin 
ndh ;  for  diough  you  go  along  with  those 
en  in  part,  if  you  do  it  not  in  all  things, 
m  are  tmt  where  you  were,  and  so  must 
lAr ;  and  if  yon  go  not  at  nU  with  them, 
m  ahall  but  suflbr.'*  During  his  life  the 
■rquia  was  reckoned  rather  timorous  than 
aid  to  any  excess ;  and  in  prison  he  said, 
t  waa  naturally  inclined  to  fear  in  his 
nper,  but  denred  those  about  him  to 
baore,  as  he  could  not  but  do,  that  the 
flrd  had  heard  his  prayers,  and  removed 
S  fiear  fiom  him.  Indeed  his  friends'  work 
raa  to  restrain  and  qualify  his  fervent  long^ 
igli  after  his  dissolution,  and  not  to  support 
in  under  the  near  views  of  it.  At  his 
*n  desire  his  lady  took  her  leave  of  him 
poQ  the  Sabbath  night.  Bilr.  Robert  Doug- 
1^  and  Mr.  George  Hutcheson  preached 
D  him  in  the  tolbooth  on  the  Lord's  day, 
id  his  dear  and  much  valued  friend  Mr. 
kfid  Dickson,  and  others,  prayed  with 
in  at  lught,  and  I  have  been  told,  Mr. 
liduon  was  his  bedfellow  the  last  night 
e  had  in  time. 

Upon  Monday,  when  very  much  thronged 
I  anbscrilnng  papers,  making  conveyances, 
id  with  other  necessary  things  relating 
»  his  business  and  estate,  of  a  sudden, 
MNit  seven  of  the  clock  in  the  morning, 
hen  in  the  midst  of  company,  he  was  so 
wa  powered  with  the  sensible  efiiision  of 
le  joy  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  he  could 
Bt  contain,  but  brake  out  in  the  greatest 
fcction  and  rapture,  and  said,  **  I  thought 
I  hsve  concealed  the  Lord's  goodness,  but 
,  vill  not  do,  I  am  now  ordering  my  afiairs, 
id  God  is  sealing  my  charter  to  a  better 
and  just  now  saying  to  me, 

be  of  good  cheer,  thy  sins  are  forgiven 

"  Such  expressions  I  know  will  be 
B^ooed  the  effects  of  enthusiasm,  and 
eproached  under  the  name  of  cant,  and  I 
boibt  not  but  it  will  be  construed  weakness 
■  me  to  regard  or  relate  them  in  so  degen- 
site  an  age  as  we  are  fallen  into:  but  I 
WH9  this  passage  confirmed  by  so  many 
ad  indubitable  hands,  some  of  them  alive 
vhcn  I  write  this,  that  I  cannot  only  assert 
t  Ibr  truth,  but  likewise  record  a  remarkable 
■nnony  betwixt  this  and  the  wrestlings 
od  prayers  of  many,  before,  and  at  that 


15S 

very  moment,  on  the  marquis's  be-     .^. 
half.    And  if  any  mock  at  such 
instances  of  the  divine  condescension,  I  wish 
their  bands  be  not  made  strong;  he  who 
is  ignorant  b  like  to  be  so  stilL 

Either  upon  Monday  or  some  other  time 
after  his  sentence^  the  marquis  received  the 
following  letter  from  a  minister,  who  with 
others  was  much  concerned  for  the  Lord's 
presence  with  him:  it  was  sweet  to  this 
godly  martyr,  and  contains  some  things  in 
it,  which  clear  up  the  marquis's  circum- 
stances, and  I  reckon  it  will  not  be  unac- 
ceptable to  the  serious  reader,  being  short 
but  substantial. 


"My  Lord, 

**  I  hope  by  this  time  you  know  that  God 
sendeth  no  man  a  warfare  upon  his  own 
charges ;  the  report  of  your  seasonable  and 
suitable  support,  and  of  what  the  Lord 
doth  to  your  soul,  with  your  rising  integrity 
before  the  world,  as  it  was  clear  to  others 
before,  so  it  doth  much  comfort  us  ov(^ 
many  things,  so  that  we  can  speak  with  the 
adversary  in  the  gate.  We  reckon  it  was 
a  mercy  to  the  cause,  (if  I  may  speak  so) 
and  to  many  friends  of  it,  that  God  has 
brought  your  lordship  upon  the  stage :  he 
hath  vindicated  his  reproached  work  in 
spite  of  reproach,  so  that  it  will  be  advan- 
tageous for  the  nation ;  neither  do  I  doubt 
but  it  was  a  singular  mercy  to  yourself,  and 
shall  be  a  relief  to  your  oppressed  name, 
which  this  day  is  visibly  come  above  water. 
If  you  had  been  in  favour  with  the  greatest 
of  men,  and  had  the  world  smiling  upon 
you,  I  much  question  if  it  had  been  so  well 
with  your  soul  and  conscience,  and  if  you 
bad  had  that  room  in  gracious  hearts,  which 
I  can  confidently  say  now  you  have.  We 
enjoy  the  sweet  fruits  of  what  you  now 
sweat  for;  and  your  lordship  may  reckon 
your  labours  and  sufferings  sold  at  a  good 
rate,  when  you  consider  how  many  souls 
have  been  refreshed  these  twenty-three 
years  bygone ;  the  reward  of  which  we  wish 
may  now  richly  return  to  your  bosom :  ko 
are  many  wishing  this  day  who  never  saw 
your  face,  to  whom  your  name  and  chain 
are  savoury.  Be  of  ^ood  coxsxtt^^  \yxv^  ^^^ 
shall  strengthen  ^owt  VicKtl,  «sv^  \»  ^«^ 
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1661  S^^^  ^^°  ^^^  dreth.  O  death !  <  desire  a  oomfbitable  appeamioe  before  ' 
'  where  is  thj  stingV  Thtm  art  now  a  |  Judge  both  of  the  quick  and  the  dead) 
imiling  bridge  to  etenud  serenity,  where  no  I  soul  did  erer  abominate;  for  death,  n 
inbreaking,  no  sin  shall  be,  but  sweet  breath-  the  inward  peace  of  my  innocency  is  m 
ings  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  songs  of  victoiy ;  I  more  acceptable  to  me,  than  life  itseli^  n 
no  dreadful  sentence,  where  the  Accuser  of]  the  least  stain  of  treacheiy. 
the  brethren  has  no  place:  a  little  bit  of  j  **  And  now  I  am  confident  that  yi 
time  might  have  sent  you  thither  with  less !  majesty's  diipletsnre  will  be  satisfied,  i 
credit,  and  not  capable  of  so  lai^  a  crown ;  you  irill  sufier  my  fidlings  to  be  eaqii 
for  great  is  the  reward  of  some  there  I  My '  with  my  life,  which  with  all  humility  i 
lord,  keep  the  kindly  sense  of  your  failings ;  submission  I  have  yielded  up ;  and  in  I 
upon  your  heart,  that  Christ  may  be  as 


precious  to  you  as  to  the  beggar  that  never 
was  honoured  to  suffer  for  him.  The  Lord 
Jehovah  be  your  shield  and  exceeding  great 
reward;  to  him  we  commit  you,  and  do 
submit ;  and  we  hope  he  shall  give  a  good 
account  of  all  wc  have  in  depcndance  before 
him.     I  am,"  &c. 

This  same  day,  a  little  before  his  going 
out  to  the  place  of  execution,  the  marquis 
wrote  and  subscribed  a  letter  to  the  king, 
which,  I  persuade  myself,  the  curious  reader 
will  desire  to  have  inserted  here,  and  it  is 
as  follows. 

^  Most  sacred  Sovereign, 

^  I  doubt  not  but  your  majesty  hath  an 
account  given  you  from  others,  of  the  issue 
of  that  strange  process  and  indictment  laid 
against  me,  before  this  can  come  to  your 
royal  hands ;  of  which  if  I  had  been  guilty 
according  to  the  charge,  I  should  have 
esteemed  myself  unworthy  to  breathe  upon 
the  earth,  much  less  would  I  have  pre- 
sumed to  make  any  application  to  your 
majesty.  But  of  all  those  great  crimes 
which  have  been  charged  upon  me,  there 
hath  nothing  been  proven,  except  a  com- 
pliance with  the  prevalent  usiuping  rebels, 
after  they  had  subdued  all  your  majesty's 
dominions,  whereby  I  was  forced,  with 
many  others,  to  submit  unto  their  unlawful 
power  and  government,  which  was  an  epi- 
demic disease,  and  fault  of  the  time. 

**  What  measure  soever  I  have  met  with, 
and  whatever  malice  or  calumny  hath  been 
cast  upon  me,  yet  it  is  my  inexpressible  joy 
and  comfort  under  all  these  sufierings,  that 
I  am  found  fi'ee,  and  acquit  of  any  accession 
to  that  execrable  murder  committed  against 


small  period  that  remains  of  my  life^ 
earthly  thing  shall  be  more  cordially  dea 
by  me,  than  your  happiness ;  and  that  yi 
majesty  and  your  successors  to  all  gene 
tions,  may  s^Tiy  the  sceptre  of  these  natio 
and  that  they  may  be  a  blessed  peo 
under  your  government. 

"  And  now  hoping  that  the  humble  ■ 
plication  of  your  majesty's  dying  subfi 
may  find  some  place  within  the  large  ezti 
of  your  princely  goodness  and  demeng 
have  taken  the  boldness  to  cust  the  desol 
condition  of  my  poor  wife  and  family  if 
your  royal  fevour;  for  whatever  may 
your  majesty's  displeasure  against  mj* 
these,  1  hope,  have  not  done  any  thiqg 
procure  your  majesty's  indignation.  A 
since  that  family  have  had  the  honour 
be  faithful  subjects,  and  serviceable  to  yc 
royal  progenitors,  I  humbly  beg  my  ha 
may  not  extinguish  the  lasting  merit  i 
memory  of  those  who  have  given  so  mi 
signal  proofs  of  constant  loyalty  for  m 
generations.  Orphans  and  widow,  by  spec 
prerogative  and  command  from  God,  i 
put  under  your  protection  and  defence,  ife 
you  suffer  them  not  to  be  wronged :  th 
will  owe  thdr  preservation  so  entirely 
your  majesty's  bounty  and  favour,  tl 
your  countenance,  and  nothing  else  that 
human,  can  be  a  shield  against  their  ruin. 

**  I  shall  add  no  more,  only  being  addebC 
to  severals  of  your  majesty's  good  subfec 
and  your  royal  justice  being  the  source  ■ 
fountain  of  all  equity,  whereby  all  |« 
people  are  preserved  in  their  just 
and  interests,  I  humbly  beg,  that 
them  may  suffer  for  my  fiuilt,  but  that  y 
would  allow  them  satisfection  and  payna 
of  what  is  justly  owing  tmto  them,  of  tb( 


the  We  <^  your  royai  father,  whicVi  (aa  l\  wma  «a!3i  ^^;^»  ^Vask  are  truly  resth^ 
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mj  soil  and  me.  And  as  it  is  my  serious 
and  last  desire  to  my  children  and  posterity, 
next  to  their  duty  to  Almighty  God,  that 
they  may  be  fiiithful  and  serviceahle  to  your 
majesty ;  so,  were  I  to  enjoy  this  frail  life 
any  longer,  I  would  endeavour  before  all 
the  worid,  to  evidence  myself  to  be 

*  Your  majesty's  most  humble,  devoted, 
and  obedient  subject  and  servant, 

«A»gyia" 
*  From  jonr  prison,  Edinburgh, 
May  87tb,  1661." 
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The  marqub  had  a  sweet  time,  as  to  his 
soul,  when  he  was  in  the  tolbooth,  and  this 
increased  still,  the  nearer  he  was  to  his 
Old.     As  he  had  sleeped  most  calmly  and 
pleasantly  his  last  night,  so  in  the  inten'als 
df  his  necessary  business,  he  had  much 
ipnr«i«l  conversation  with  Mr.  Hutcheson 
mi  other  mimsters  upon  Monday  before 
dinner.    He  dined  with  his  friends  precisely 
at  twelve  of  the  dock,  with  the  utmost 
cheerfulness :  and  after  he  had  retired  some 
dme  alone,  when  he  opened  the  door,  Mr. 
^?Btrh**«^"  said,  ''what  cheer,  my  lord?" 
He  answered,  **  good  cheer.  Sir,  the  Lord 
iMth  again  confirmed,  and  said  to  me  from 
keaven, '  Son,  be  of  good  cheer,  thy  sins 
«e  foigiven  thee,'  "  and  he  gushed  out  in 
Abundance  of  tears  of  joy,  so  that  he  drew 
kidk  to  the  window  and  wept  there;  from 
dat  he  came  to  the  fire,  and  made  as  if  he 
Would  stir  it  a  little  to  cover  his  concern, 
but  aU  would  not  do,  his  tears  ran  down 
his  fiux;  so  coming  to  Mr.  Hutcheson,  he 
in  a  perfect  rapture,  I  think  his  kind- 
overcomes  me,  but  God  is  good  to  me, 
that  he  lets  not  out  too  much  of  it  here, 
tat  he  knows  I  could  not  bear  it :  get  me 
Wiy  doek,  and  let  us  go.    Then  they  told 
bim   the  dock  was  kept  back  since  one, 
^  the  bailies  should  come.    He  answered, 
they  are  far  in  the  wrong;  and  presently 
kneeled  down  and  prayed  before  all  present, 
ID  a  most  sweet  and  heavenly  manner,  to  the 
tBviahment  of  all  there.   As  he  ended  prayer, 
the  bailie  sent  up  notice  to  him  to  come 
down.     Upon  which  he  called  for  a  glass  of 
wine,  and  asked  a  blessing  upon  it  standing, 
yn/i  oonrinuing  in  the  same  frame ;  and  said, 
**  Now  let  us  go,  and  God  gQ  with  us." 
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After  he  had  taken  his  leave  of 
such  in  the  room,  as  were  not  to  go 
to  the  sca£R>ld  with  him,  when  going  towards 
the  door  he  -said,  **  I  could  die  like  a  Roman, 
but  choose  rather  to  die  as  a  christian.  Come 
away,  gentlemen,  he  that  goes  first  goes  dean- 
liest."  When  gomg  down,  he  called  Mr. 
James  Guthrie  to  him,  and  embracing  him  in 
the  most  endearing  way,  took  his  ferewell  of 
him.  Mr.  Guthrie  at  parting  addressed  the 
marquis  thus,  **  My  lord,  God  hath  been  with 
you,  he  is  with  you,  and  God  will  be  with 
you ;  and  such  is  my  respect  for  your  lord- 
ship, that  if  I  were  not  under  the  sentence 
of  death  mjrsel^  I  could  cheerfully  die  for 
your  lordship."  So  they  parted  for  a  very 
short  season,  in  two  or  three  days  to  meet 
in  a  better  place. 

The  marquis  was  accompanied  to  the 
scaffold  by  divers  noblemen  and  gentlemen ; 
he  was,  and  all  with  him,  in  black,  had  his 
doak  and  hat  on  as  he  went  down  the  street. 
He  moimted  the  scafibld  with  the  greatest 
serenity  and  gravity,  as  one  going  to  his 
Father's  house,  saluted  all  who  were  on  it : 
and  then  Mr.  Hutcheson  prayed ;  and  next 
the  marquis  delivered  his  speech,  which  hath 
been  many  times  printed,  but  deserves  a 
room  in  this  collection ;  and  so  it  is  added 
bdow.  • 


*  Marqois  of  Argyle*s  Speech  upon  the  scaffold. 
May  S7th,  1661. 
"  Gentlemen, 

«  Many  will  expect  that  I  will  epeak  many 
things ;  and  according  to  their  several  opiniona 
and  dispositions,  so  will  their  expectations  be 
from  me,  and  constructions  of  me :  but  I  resolve 
to  disappoint  many;  for  I  came  not  either  to 
justify  myself,  but  the  Lord,  who  is  holy  in  all 
his  ways,  and  righteous  in  all  his  works,  holy 
and  blessed  is  his  name ;  neither  come  1  to  con- 
demn others.  I  know  m^y  will  expect  that  1 
should  speak  against  the  hardness  of  tne  sentence 
pronounced  a^nst  me,  but  I  will  say  nothing 
to  it.  I  bless  the  Lord  I  pardon  all  men,  as  1 
desire  to  be  pardoned  of  the  Lord  myself:  let  the 
will  of  the  Lord  be  done,  that  is  all  that  I  dedre. 
I  hope  that  you  will  liave  more  charity  to  me 
now,  than  you  would  have  had  at  another  time, 
since  I  spea^c  before  the  Lord,  to  whom  I  must 
give  account  shortly.  1  know  very  well  that  my 
words  have  had  but  little  weight  with  many, 
and  that  many  have  mistaken  my  words ;  many 
have  thought  me  a  great  enemy  to  those  great 
works  tliat  have  of  late  been  brought  to  pass; 
but  do  not  mistake  me,  people,  I  speak  it  in  the 
presence  of  the  Lord,  1  entered  not  upon  the 
work  of  Reformation  with  any  design  or  advan- 
tage to  myself,  or  pre^udVc^  \a  ^^  V\u%  ot  V\» 
govemmcnt,  aa  iny  w\\\  ( wYixcXx  \«aa  "WAXXw^Ns^ 
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I  gg  J        A  fter  this  pertinent,  pathetic,  sea- 
sonable and  afiecting  speech,  Bilr. 
James  Hamilton  prayed.    After  him,  my  lord 
prayed  most  sweetly  himself,  then  he  took  his 


the  yenr  16r)5,  and  then  delivered  to  a  fKend,  in 
whose  hands  it  stUI  remains)  can  thovr.  Ae  for 
these  calumnies  which  have  gone  abroad  of  mei 
1  bless  God  I  know  them  to  be  no  more  but 
calumnies ;  and  as  I  go  to  make  a  reckoning  to 
my  God,  I  am  free  as  to  any  of  them,  concerning 
the  king's  person  or  goremmenL  I  was  red 
and  coi^ial  in  my  deiures  to  bring  the  king 
home,  and  in  my  endeavours  for  him  when  he 
was  at  home ;  and  I  liad  no  corremondencc  with 
his  adversaries'  army,  or  any  of  them,  in  the 
time  his  majesty  was  in  Scotland;  nor  had  I 
any  accession  to  his  late  migesty's  murder,  by 
counsel  or  Icnowledge  of  it,  or  any  other  manner 
of  way.  This  is  a  truth,  as  I  uwll  answer  to 
my  Judge :  and  all  the  time  his  majesty  was  in 
Scutlana,  I  was  still  endeavouring  hisadvantajce : 
my  conscience  beareth  me  witness  in  it.  1  oat 
is  for  thaL  (At  this  he  turned  about,  and  said, 
'  I  hope, gentlemen,  yon  will  all  remember  this.') 
"  1  confess  many  look  on  my  condition  as  a 
sufSerlng  condition,  but  I  bless  the  Lord,  that  he 
hath  gone  before  me,  hath  trod  the  wine-press 
of  his  raUier's  wrath,  l>v  whose  sufferings  I  h(^ 
that  my  sufferings  sliall  not  be  eteriiaL  I  bless 
him  that  hath  taken  awav  the  sting  of  mv  suffer- 
ings. I  may  say  my  charter  was  sealed  this 
day ;  for  the  Lonl  hath  said  to  me,  *  Son,  lie  of 

good  cJieer,  thy  sins  be  forgiven  thee  :*  and  so  I 
ope  my  sufferings  shall  be  easy ;  and  ye  know 
the  scripture  saith,  *  That  the  Captain  of  our 
salvation  was  made  perfect  through  sufferings.' 
I  shall  not  speak  mucn  to  these  things  that  I  am 
condemned  for,  lest  I  seem  to  condemn  others : 
it  is  well  known,  it  is  only  for  compliance, 
which  is  the  epidemical  fault  of  this  nation;  I 
wish  the  Lord  may  pardon  them,  I  say  no 
more.  There  was  an  expression  in  my  submis- 
sion, presented  to  the  parliament,  of  the  conta- 
gion of  the  times,  which  may  be  misconstrued, 
as  if  I  hod  intended  thereby  to  lay  imputation 
upon  the  work  of  lieformation ;  but  I  oedare  1 
intended  no  such  thing,  but  it  was  only  in  rela- 
tion to  the  (OiTuptions  and  failiiigs  of  men, 
occasioned  by  the  pre\'alency  of  the  usuiping 
power. 

"  Now,  gentlemen,  I  think  there  are  three 
«orts  of  people  that  take  up  much  of  the  world, 
and  this  nation  :  there  are,  first,  the  openly 
profane :  and  truly,  I  may  say,  though  I  have 
Decn  a  prisoner,  yet  I  have  not  had  mine  ears 
shut ;  I  hear  assuredly  that  whoring,  swearing, 
and  drinking  were  never  more  common,  and 
never  more  countenanced  than  now  ;  and  truly 
if  magistrates  wore  here,  1  would  say  to  them, 
*  If  they  lay  forth  their  power,  for  the  glorifying 
of  God  by  the  restraining  of  this,  they  would 
fare  better ;  if  they  continue  in  not  restraining 
of  it,  they  will  fare  the  worse.*  I  say  no  more, 
but  let  either  people  shun  profanity,  or  magis- 
trates restrain  it,  or  assuredly  the  wrath  of  God 
will  follow  on  it. 

"  Secondly.  Others  they  are  not  openly  pro- 
fane, every  one  will  not  allow  that,  but  yet 
they  are  Galliot  in  these  matters ;  if  things  go 
well  Ba  to  their  private  interests,  they  C9X^  not 
whether  religion  and  the  church  of  God  i\nk  or 
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leave  of  all  his  friends  on  die  scaflbld.  lie 
gave  Bnt  to  the  executioner  a  napkm,  ukI 
some  money  in  it.  To  his  sons-in-law,  Catli- 
ness  [Caitness]  and  Ker,  his  ailver  watdi,  tad 


swim :  but  whatever  tber  think,  God  hiih  Isk 
engagements  upon  Scotland,  we  are  tied  hj 
covenant  to  reli^on  and  HeformatioD;  thoie 
that  were  then  unborn  are  engaged  to  it,  and  ii 
our  baptism  we  are  engaged  to  It,  and  it  passa 
the  power  of  any  under  heaven  to  absolve  a  mis 
from  the  oath  w  God,  they  deceive  themseln% 
and  it  may  be  will  deceive  others  that  think 
otherwise;  but  1  would  caveat  this.  Pcofli 
would  be  ready  to  take  thb  as  a  kind  of  instin* 
tion  to  rebellion,  but  they  are  very  far  in  tic 
wrong  that  think  so,  and  that  religion  wai 
loyalty  are  not  consistent ;  if  any  man  sepsnie 
them,  religion  is  not  to  be  blamed,  but  they :  it 
is  the  duty  of  vTerr  christian  to  be  loyal,  yci  I 
think  the  order  or  things  is  to  be  observed,  ■ 
well  as  their  nature,  the  order  of  religion  as  wtdl 
as  the  nature  of  It :  re^on  must  not  be  the 
cockboat,  but  the  ship ;  God  must  have  whst  ii 
his,  aa  well  as  Casar  what  is  his;  and  those irt 
the  best  subjects  that  are  the  best  christisDi: 
and  that  I  am  looked  upon  as  a  friend  to  nfir- 
mation,  is  my  glory. 

**  1  hirdly.  There  is  another  sort  that  vt 
truly  eodly,  and  to  speak  to  them  I  must  ay 
what  1  fear,  and  every  one  hath  reason  to  ftir, 
(it  is  good  to  fear  evil.)  It  is  true  that  the  Lord 
may  prevent  it,  but  if  so,  I  do  not,  and  truly  I 
cannot  see  any  possibility  of  it.  TbcM  tina 
are  like  to  be  very  sinning  timei^  or  very  sofler- 
ing  times;  and  let  christians  make  ch<uce; 
there  is  a  sad  dilemma  in  the  business,  sin  a 
suffer :  and  truly  he  that  will  choose  the  better 
part  will  choose  to  suffer ;  others  that  will  chooic 
to  sin,  shsll  not  escape  suffering;  they  dnD 
suffer,  but  it  may  be  not  as  I  do  here,  (tuminf 
him  to  the  maiden  when  he  spake  it)  but  wotk; 
mine  is  but  temporal,  but  theirs  shall  be  eterosl; 
when  1  shall  be  singing  they  shall  be  howlinf : 
beware  therefore  of  sin,  wnatever  ye  beware  w, 
especially  in  such  times.  Yet  I  cannot  say  of 
my  own  condition,  but  the  Lord  in  hb  pnn- 
dence  hath  minded  mercy  to  me,  even  in  this 
world :  for  if  I  had  been  more  favourably  dalt 
with,  I  fear  I  might  have  been  overeome  with 
temptations,  as  many  others  are,  and  I  ftsr 
many  more  will  be,  and  so  should  have  gone  out 
of  the  world  with  a  more  polluted  cpnadenet 
than,  through  the  mercy  of  God,  now  I  have: 
and  hence  my  condition  is  such  now,  as  when  I 
am  gone^  will  be  seen  not  to  have  been  rach  m 
many  imagined.  It  is  fit  God  take  ne  away 
before  I  fall  into  these  temptotiooa  that  I  ne 
others  are  fallen  intc^  and  I  fear  many  othen 
will  fall :  I  wish  the  Lord  may  prevent  it.  Yet 
blessed  be  his  name  that  I  am  Vept  both  fitm 
present  evils  and  evils  to  come. 

«  Some  will  expect  that  I  will  regret  my  owa 
condition ;  but  truly  I  neither  grudge  nor  re- 
pine, nor  desire  I  any  revenfe.  And  I  declare 
I  do  not  repent  my  going  to  London ;  fw  I  had 
always  rather  have  suflfimd  any  thing  than  lie 
under  such  reproaches  as  I  did.  I  desire  not 
that  the  Lord  should  Judge  any  aaan,  nor  do  I 
judge  any  but  myself :  I  wish,  tliat  as  the  Lord 
.  nath  pardoned  me,  so  may  he  pardon  them  fnr 
^  tYi\a  aii^  «A^Mx  ^Vii|2KVMithat  what  Uwyhavi 


When  going  to  the  maiden,  Mr 
Intcheson  said,  ^  My  lord,  hold  now  your 
rip  sicker."  [fiist]  He  answered,  **  Bilr.  Hut- 
iiesoo,  you  know  what  I  said  to  you  in  the 
bamber,  I  am  not  afraid  to  be  surprised 
ithfisar."  The  laird  of  Skelmoriie  took  him 
f  the  hand  when  near  the  maiden,  and 
mud  him  most  composed.  His  last  words 
e&ire  his  kneeling  are  added  to  his  speech, 
fe  kneeled  down  most  cheerfully,  and  after 
e  had  prayed  a  little,  he  gave  the  signal, 
rfakh  was  the  lifting  up  of  his  hand,  and  the 
Htrument  called  the  maiden  struck  off  his 
Mid,  which  was  affixed  upon  the  west  end 
i  the  tolbooth,  as  a  monument  of  the  par- 
■ment's  injustice,  and  the  land's  misery.  * 
lis  body  was  recehred  by  his  friends,  and 
Nit  into  a  coffin,  and  carried  away  with  a 
;ood  many  attendants,  through  Linlithgow 
ind  Falkirk,  to  Glasgow,  and  thence  with  a 
mmerous  company  to  Kilpatrick,  where  it 
fas  put  in  a  boat,  and  carried  to  Dcnune, 
Bid  buried  in  Kilmun  church. 
It  is  scarce  worth  while  here  to  take 
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me  other  things  in  his  podcet    Hegareto   notice  of  the  ill  natured  account  Bfr.    .^g. 
oudon  his  silver  penner,  to  Lothian  a  double    archdeacon  Eachard  gives  of  the 
neat;  and  bowed  round,  and  then  threw  off  marquis's  trial  and  death  in  his  history,  vol. 

iiL  p.  63.  He  is  pleased  to  bespatter  the 
marquis's  defences,  with  the  character  of  long 
and  subtle.  How  they  could  have  been 
any  shorter,  and  yet  go  through  so  great  a 
heap  of  scandal  as  lies  charged  against  him 
in  his  tedious  indictment,  I  cannot  see. 
Where  the  subtilty  of  his  defences  lies, 
needs  to  be  explained,  since  in  every  point 
that  noble  person  is  most  plain  and  home 
in  his  answers,  and  insists  upon  evident 
facts  and  reasonings.  This  writer  seems  to 
have  glanced  over  the  marquis's  case,  to  pick 
out  some  of  his  expressions,  in  order  to  ex- 
pose him ;  had  he  duly  pondered  what  he  ad- 
vances in  his  defences,  petitions,and  speeches 
in  print,  and  inclined  to  represent  this  great 
man  fairly,  we  should  have  had  quite  another 
state  of  this  affidr  than  Mr.  Eachard  gives, 
from  detached  sentences  here  and  there 
culled  out.  How  unjust  will  it  appear  to 
any  unprejudiced  person  to  land  the  whole 
stress  of  the  marquis's  defences  upon  the  in- 
demnity, 1 64f  1 .  When,  if  he  had  considered 
his  defences,  he  might  have  observed  a  mul- 
titude of  other  things  after  that  time  ad- 
vanced ?  he  ought  in  justice  to  have  conde- 
scended upon  the  treasonable  actings,  not 
fairly  accounted  for  in  the  defences,  proven 
against  him,  and  brought  proofs  of  the  aggnu 
vating  expressions  he  talks  of,  had  he  acted 
the  part  of  an  impartial  historian.  Of  a 
piece  with  all  this  arc  the  lame  and  unfoir 
hints  from  the  marquis's  last  speech,  which 
Mr.  Archdeacon  concludes  with  an  idle 
story,  one  at  first  sight  may  observe  to  be 
childish  and  evidently  false,  that  the  marquis 
tore  his  written  speech  into  six  parts,  and 
gave  to  six  of  his  friends.  If  obody  of  sense 
can  give  credit  to  so  foolish  a  representation. 
Where  Mr.  Eachard  has  raked  it  up  I  cannot 
imagine,  unless  it  be  from  some  of  the  scan- 
dalous diumals  writ  about  this  time.  Un- 
doubtedly such  an  account  as  he  has  patched 
up  of  this  great  man,  must  very  much  weaken 
his  reputation  as  a  historian  in  Scots  affidrs. 
However,  Mr.  Archdeacon,  in  his  Appendix 
to  the  three  volumes  of  his  history,  printed 
after  I  had  wrote  what  is  above,  dees  the 
marquises  memory  lVv«  yi«>>^^^  «&  \o  vnwsx 


to  me  may  never  meet  them  in  their 
I  have  no  more  to  ny,  but  b^  the 
[^rd,  that  since  I  go  away,  he  may  Uees  them 
hat  •toy  behind.** 

His  UMt  words,  immediately  before  he  laid 
lb  head  upon  the  bloclc,  were  the  vindication  of 
ris  Innoeency  from  that  horrid  crime  of  the 
dm^a  murder,  in  these  words  : 

"■i  desire  you,  gentlemen,  and  all  that  hear 
asb  again  to  take  notice,  and  remember,  that 


wm  when  I  am  entering  on  eternity,  and  am  to 
■pear  before  my  Judge,  and  ns  I  desire  salva^ 
MB,  and  expect  eternal  happiness  from  him,  I 


^  free  from  any  acoesaion,  by  knowledge,  con- 
riving,  counsel,  or  any  other  way,  to  his  late 
nn|fty*s  death;  and  I  pray  the  Lord  to  pre- 
we  the  present  king  his  migesty,  and  to  i»our 
Js  best  hbssinn  upon  his  person  and  govem- 
sant,  and  the  Lord  give  him  good  and  nithfnl 


*  As  in  a  previous  note  we  have  given  a  pas- 
■ga  from  Burnet,  which  looks  like  an  attempt 
•  detract  from  the  courage  of  the  marquis,  Jus- 
ios  requires  that  we  should  give  the  following 
dating  to  his  appearance  on  the  scaiTold.  **  He 
nsa  'to  the  scaffold  in  a  very  solemn  but  un- 
laantfd  manner,  accompanied  with  many  of  the 
nfaUity  and  some  ministers.  He  spoke  for  half 
m  hoar  with  a  great  appearance  of  serenity. 
}aiuiin^Mm,  his  physician,  told  me,  he  touched 
lis  jralae,  and  it  did  then  b«st  at  the  usual  rate, 
afanand  strong.*'— Burnet's  Hist  of  his  Own 
riflMB,  Edin.  edit  vol.  i.  p.  ITS^-JBitf. 
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1661  ^  foUowiog  letter  or  declaration, 
written  by  the  hand  of  kiqg  Charlea 
IL  and  signed  with  his  seal  manual^  com- 
municated to  him  by  hb  grace  the  present 
duke  of  Aigyle. 

^  Having  taken  into  my  consideration  the 
fidthful  endeavours  of  the  marquis  of  Argyle 
for  restoring  me  to  my  just  rights,  and  the 
happy  settling  of  my  dominions,  1  am  dcsii^ 
ous  to  let  the  world  see,  how  sensible  I  am  of 
his  real  respect  to  me,  by  some  particular 
marks  of  my  favour  to  him,  by  which  they  may 
see  the  trust  and  confidence  which  I  repose 
in  him :  and  particularly  Ido  promise,  that  I 
will  make  him  duke  of  Argyle,  and  knight  of 
the  garter,  and  one  of  the  gentlemen  of  my 
bedchamber;  and  this  to  be  performed 
when  he  shall  think  it  fit.  And  I  do  fiuther 
promise  him,  to  hearken  to  his  counsels 

— — — — (worn  out)  — — — 

whenever  it  shall  please  Qod  to  restore  me 
to  my  just  rights  in  England,  I  shall  see  him 
paid  the  forty  thousand  pounds  sterling, 
which  is  due  to  him.  All  which  I  do  pro- 
mise to  make  good  upon  the  word  of  a  king. 

f  Charles  R." 

«  St.  Johnston,  Sept.  UOk,  165a" 

I  have  given  the  narrative  of  this  proto- 
martyr  for  religion,  since  the  reformation 
from  popery,  at  greater  length  than  at  once 
I  designed,  having  the  fullest  assurance  of 
these  facts,  and  my  accoimts  of  them  from 
unquestionable  vouchers ;  and  it  is  pity  they 
should  not  be  known.  His  character  I  dare 
not  adventure  to  draw :  enemies  themselves 
must  allow  the  marquis  to  have  been  a  per- 
son of  extraordinary  piety,  remarkable  wis- 
dom and  prudence,  great  gravity  and  autho- 
rity, and  singular  usefulness.  Though  he 
had  been  much  reproached,  his  trial  and 
death  did  abundantly  vindicate  him.  And  as 
he  was  the  great  promoter  and  support  of 
the  covenanted  work  of  reformation  during 
his  life,  and  steadfast  in  witnessing  to  it  at 
his  death,  so  it  was  much  buried  with  him  in 
the  grave  for  many  years. 

Afler  the  revolution,  when  the  most  ac- 
curate search  was  made  into  the  procedure 
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agamal  the  marquii,  I  MB  wdl  ■asnredydMt 
though  indeed  his  lentcnce  was  passed  m 
pariiamenty  yet  there  waa  no  warrant  given 
or  signed  for  his  eKecutiop,  oommooly  called 
the  dead  warrant,  so  great  a  haste  were  tbe 
managers  of  this  bloody  design  in :  and  si 
his  sentence  was  againat  many  former  laws 
and  statutes  in  Scotland,  as  well  as  BgBoxai 
their  laws  just  now  made ;  ao  the  executioa 
was  directly  illegal  and  without  wacnmt,  and 
consequently  a  nom  habenie  poteUatewu  And 
this  exoelloit  person's  death,  by  the  veiy 
letter  of  our  Scots  law,  b  murder :  ao  i^ 
fiituate  in  their  thirst  after  blood  hove  aoms 
people  been.  But  I  shall  have  dcme  with  thii^ 
when  once  I  have  observed,  that  ao  utterly 
unaccountaUe  was  this  procedure  i^aiast  thi 
marquis,  that  Sir  George  M'Kenzie,  whu^ 
among  the  last  things  he  did  while  in  this 
world,  wrote  a  vin<Ucation  of  the  goven- 
ment  in  Scotland  during  king  Charleses 
reign;  though  he  was  every  way  the  ablest 
advocate  ever  that  party  had,  yet  is  so  frr 
fitxn  adventuring  to  justify  the  condnd 
against  this  noUe  person,  that  he  does  not 
so  much  as  name  the  marquis  or  his  process. 
And  though  he  was  one  of  the  lawyers  sl- 
lowed  to  my  lord  Argyle,  tins  would  not 
have  hindered  him  afterwards  to  have  ad- 
vanced what  would  have  sofhmed  that  mst- 
tcr,  if  he  had  had  any  thing  to  produce  upon 
this  subject.  Mujit  not  then  the  party  own 
that  his  vindication,  whereof  they  boast  so 
much,  is  lame?  but  indeed  that  is  not  its 
worst  fault;  I  am  well  assured  I  shall,  ere  I 
have  done,  prove  it  false,  as  well  as  lame. 
In  short,  upon  searching  the  parliament  re- 
gisters, I  find  there  is  not  one  word  of  thb 
great  man's  process  or  sentence  in  them: 
though  those  took  up  a  good  many  se- 
derunts,  there  b  nothing  in  record,  when 
many  things  of  far  less  import  are  there,  as 
to  the  marqms,  Mr.  James  Guthrie,  or  the 
lord  Warristoun's  trial.  The  reasons  of 
thb  may  be  easily  guessed,  indeed  it  was  for 
the  reputation  of  thb  parliament,  that  ?o 
foul  steps  and  black  processes  should  Hot  be 
in  their  books. 
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ngM  and  martyrdom  of  the  Rev, 
r  Crnthrie,  mhmter  of  the  gospel 
June  \tt^  1661. 

t  of  tiie  beginnings  of  the  trouble 
and  singular  person  met  with 
already  given  in  the  first  chap- 
i  left  him  in  prison  at  Stirling; 
;  was,  and  at  Dundee,  till  by 
lament  he  came  in  prisoner  to 
From  first  to  last  he  was  near 
lose  prisoner. 

I  Guthrie  was  son  to  the  laird 
.  Tery  ancient  and  honourable 
had  taught  philosophy  in  the 
St.  Andrews,  where,  for  a  good 
te  gave  abundant  proof  that  he 
dlent  philosopher,  and  exact 
I  temper  was  very  stayed  and 
I  would  reason  upon  the  most 
a  with  great  solidity,  and  when 
3ut  him  was  warm,  his  temper 
fHed.  At  imy  time,  when  in- 
r  wrangling  happened  to  &11  in 
it  was  his  ordinary  to  say, 
this,  let  us  go  to  some  other 
re  warm,  and  can  dispute  no 
ilvantage."  Perhaps  he  had 
mixture  of  fervent  zeal  and 
IS  in  his  temper,  as  any  man  in 

issured  he  was  educate  in  op- 
resbyterian  government;  per- 
ils made  the  writer  of  the  diur- 
of  his,  say,  about  the  time  of 
lat  if  Mr.  James  Guthrie  had 
xi  to  his  first  principles,  he  had 
r  the  first  magnitude  in  Scot- 
1  he  came  to  judge  for  himself, 
lappily  departed  fi^m  his  first 
1  upon  examination  of  the  way 
ducated  in,  left  it,  and  was  in- 
'  the  first  magnitude.  He  was, 
hly  prelatical  in  his  judgment 
\  at  first  to  St.  Andrews ;  but 
m  with  Mr.  Samuel  Ruther- 
rSy  and  especially  through  his 
he  weekly  societies  there,  for 


prayer  and  conference  he  was  en-  .g^. 
tirely  brought  off  firom  that  way. 

Even  while  at  that  univernty  he  wanted 
not  some  fore  notices  of  his  after  sufferings 
for  the  cause  of  reformadon,  now  heartily 
espoused  by  him.  And  the  year  before  the 
kxng*g  return,  when  minister  at  Stirling,  he 
had  very  plaih,  and  some  way  public  warn- 
ings of  what  afterwards  befell  him :  those 
were  carefiiUy  observed  by  him,  and  closely 
reflected  upon.  But  I  am  not  writing  the 
history  of  diis  great  man's  life,  otherwise  I 
might  narrate  a  good  many  very  remarkable 
providences  concerning  him,  and  say  much 
as  to  many  steps  of  his  carriage,  from  his 
entry  into  the  holy  office  of  the  ministr)', 
until  this  time:  therefore  I  shall  only  take 
notice  of  two  pretty  singular  passages  which 
may  help  us  a  littie  into  the  springs,  original, 
and  occasion  of  his  sufferings. 

When  the  commission  of  the  general  as- 
sembly at  Perth,  came  into  the  public  reso- 
lutions we  have  heard  of,  December  14th, 
1650,  Mr.  Guthrie  and  Vii.  David  Bennet 
were  ministers  of  Stirling,  and  jointiy  with 
the  rest  of  thabi»«sbytery  ¥rrote  a  letter  to 
the  commission  at  their  next  meeting,  show- 
ing their  dissatis&ction  with  the  resolutions ; 
which  was  done  likewise  by  many  other  pres- 
byteries. But  it  seems  tiie  two  ministers  of 
Stirling  went  some  further,  and  preached 
against  the  public  resolutions,  as  involving 
the  land  in  a  conjunction  with  tiie  malignant 
party. 

In  February,  1651,  by  a  letter  to  Messn. 
Guthrie  and  Bennet,  the  chancellor  ordered 
them  to  repair  to  Perth,  and  answer  before 
the  king  and  committee  of  estates  for  their 
letter  to  the  commission,  and  their  doctrine. 
The  two  ministers  sent  an  answer  to  his 
lordship,  excusing  their  not  coming  to  Perth 
that  week,  and  promising  to  come  the  next. 
The  curious  raider  will  desire  probably  to 
see  it,  and  it  follows : 

"  Right  Honourable, 
"  We  did  this  afternoon  receive  from  the 
king's  majesty,  and  committee  of  estates, 
a  letter  desiring  and  requiring  us  to  repair  to 
Perth,  against  the  19th  of  this  instant,  for 
the  effect  therein  specified;  and  albeit  the 
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1861  ^^  titngoed  to  us  be  Tcry  ihorty 
yet  ahotild  we  here  striTen  to  keep 
that  daj,  if  one  of  us  had  not  been  under  80 
great  weakness  of  body  at  this  time,  as  that 
he  hath  come  little  abroad  in  the  congrega- 
tion where  we  server  these  ten  days  past : 
therefore  we  entreat  so  much  fiivour  of  your 
lordship,  as  to  signify  to  the  king's  majesty, 
and  the  committee  of  estates,  tiiat  it  is  not 
from  any  disrespect  to  their  letter,  or  from 
any  purpose  to  disobey  their  commands,  that 
we  did  not  immediately,  upon  the  receipt  of 
their  advertisement,  hasten  to  wait  upon 
whatsomever  they  had  to  signify  to  us,  but 
merely  upon  the  ground  we  have  ahready  re- 
presented unto  your  lordship ;  and  you  will 
be  pleased  withal  to  show  them,  that  if  the 
Lord  shall  please  to  give  any  probable  mea- 
sure of  strength  to  him  who  hath  been  in- 
firm those  days  past,  that  both  of  us  shall 
attend  at  Perth  towards  the  end  of  thb 
week;  or  if  he  shall  not  be  able  to  travel, 
that  the  other  of  us  shall  come  with  the 
mind  of  both.  We  commend  your  lordship 
to  God,  and  continue, 

^  Your  aiiectionate  servants, 

**  Mr.  Jabibs  Guthrie. 

**  Mr.  David  Bknnet." 

Accordingly,  February  22d,  I  find  the 
ministers  of  Stirling  appearing  at  Perth, 
where  they  gave  in  the  following  paper 
signed,  to  the  committee,  which,  with  what 
followed  upon  it,  being  much  insisted  upon 
in  Mr.  Guthrie's  trial,  I  shall  here  insert : 

Protestation  of  the  ministert  of  StirUngy  Feb' 
ruary  22d,  1651. 

**  Whereas  the  king's  majesty  and  your 
lordships  have  been  pleased,  upon  a  narra- 
tive relating  to  our  doctrine  and  ministerial 
duties,  to  desire  and  require  us  to  repair  to 
this  plucc  against  the  19th  of  this  instant, 
that,  after  hearing  of  us,  such  a  course  might 
be  taken  as  shall  be  found  most  necessary 
for  the  good  and  safety  of  the  place  where 
we  serve  in  the  ministry:  therefore  con- 
ceiving the  judicatories  of  the  church  to  be 
the  only  proper  judges  of  our  doctrine,  and 
carriage  in  those  things  that  concern  our 
ministerial  calling,  as  we  do,  from  the  respect 
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we  owe  to  the  kin|fs  najeaty  and  yoiirl«>d> 
ships'  authority,  compear  before  you,  bong 
derirous  to  hear  what  is  to  be  aaid  to  oi, 
and  ready  to  answer  thereunto;  so  we  hnn- 
Uy  protest,  that  it  is  with  preaervatioD  of  the 
liberties  and  privilcgea  of  the  church  of  Soot- 
land,  and  of  the  servants  of  Jesos  Christ,  m 
those  things  that  do  relate  to  their  doctrine^ 
and  the  duties  of  their  ministerial  fimctioa. 
And  though  we  be  most  willing  in  all  thinp 
to  render  a  reason  to  those  who  ask  us  of 
our  fidth ;  and  in  a  more  qiecial  way  to  the 
king's  majesty,  and  your  lordships,  a  reason 
of  our  writing  to  the  commission  of  the  gen- 
eral assembly,  a  letter  containing  the  groundi 
of  our  stumbling  at  the  present  resolntioiii 
of  kirk  and  state,  in  order  to  a  levy,  and  of 
our  preaching  against  these  resolutions,  se 
involving  a  conjunction  with  the  malignait 
party  in  the  land,  which  we  hold  to  be  ooo- 
trary  to  the  word  of  God,  and  the  soLenm 
league  and  covenant,  and  to  our  solemn  vows 
and  engagements,  and  to  the  constant  tenor 
of  the  declarations,  warnings,  remonstianooi^ 
causes  of  humiliations,  and  resolutioni  of 
this  kirk  these  years  past,  and  to  be  destrno* 
tive  to  the  covenant  and  cause  of  God,  and 
scandalous  and  ofieniive  to  the  godly,  and  • 
high  provoking  of  the  eyes  of  the  Lord's  )' 
glory,  and  of  our  protesting  against  and  §^  k 
pealing  from  the  desire  and  chaige  of  tbe  it 
commission  of  the  general  assembly  in  tUi  )k 
particular,  and  of  our  persisting  to  preach  1) 
the  same  doctrine  still ;  yet  that  our  cob-  ]; 
peering  before  the  king's  majesty  and  your  i 
lordships,  doth  not  at  all  import  any  acknoff-  f 
ledgment  in  us,  tiiat  his  majesty  and  your  i 
lordships  are  the  proper  judges  of  thoie  !; 
things.    And  this  our  protestation  wemsb^  \ 
not  from  any  disrespect  to  the  king's  majeslj  li 
or  your  lordships'  authority,  nor  from  sBf 
purpose  to  decline  or  disobey  the  same  9 
any  thing  civil,  but  from  the  tender  regad 
which  we  have  and  owe  unto  the  liberti0 
and  privileges  of  the  church  of  Jesus  Chiiiti  i 
which  both  the  king's  majesty,  and  yoor  t 
lordships,  and  we,  are  in  so  solemn  wtf  i 
bound  to  maintain  and  preserve  inviolaUS'  ! 
We  do  acknowledge  the  king's  majesty  wad  ^ 
your  lordships  are  the  lawful  dvil  power  wad  - 
authority  in  the  land,  to  whom  we  owe^  nd 
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•hall  be  most  willing  and  ready  to  yield 
obedience  in  all  things,  which  the  king  and 
your  lordships  shall  command,  according  to 
the  will  of  God ;  or  if  in  any  thing  his  or 
your  commands  to  us  shall  fall  out  to  be 
contrary  to  that  rule,  we  shall  patiently, 
in  the  Lord's  strength,  submit  ourselves  to 
any  civil  censure  and  punishmeat  inflicted 
upon  us  because  of  our  denying  obedience  to 
the  same. 

**  James  Guthrie, 
•*  David  Brnnet." 
"  Perth,  February  SSd,  1651." 

What  passed   in   the  committee,  upon 
their  giving  in  this  paper,  I  have  seen  no 
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humble  excuse,  and  appearance  be- 
fore your  lordships,  it  hath  pleased 
his  majesty  and  the  committee  of  estates, 
not  only  to  require  us  to  come  again  to 
this  place,  which  upon  the  first  letter 
we  have  been  careful  to  do  wit^  all 
possible  diligence;  but  also  to  ordain  that 
we  should  stay  here,  or  at  Dundee,  till 
his  majesty's  return  from  Aberdeen,  that, 
in  a  full  meeting  of  tlic  committee,  such 
course  might  be  taken  as  might  be  found 
most  conducing  for  the  safety  of  that  place 
where  we  serve  in  the  ministry,  as  his  ma- 
jesty and  your  lordships*  second  letter,  of  the 
date  February  20th,  1651,  bears.  Which  let- 
ter, albeit  it  came  not  to  our  hands  before  the 


particular  accounts  of,  and  only  from  the  j  time  of  our  appearing  before  your  lordships, 
fflimsters'  following  paper  observe,  that  by  a  and  was  then  delivered  and  communicated  to 
second  letter  the  matter  was  delayed  for  !  us ;  yet  in  relation  thereunto,  we  have  like- 
lomc  days,  and  put  off  till  the  king's  return  <  wise  offered  to  your  lordships'  assurance  that 
from  Aberdeen ;  and  in  the  meantime  the  we  should  return  hither  against  his  majesty's 
two  ministers  were  confined  to  Perth  and ,  coming  bock  from  Aberdeen ;  until  which 
Dundee,  whereupon  they  offered  a  second    time  his  majesty  and  your  lordships'  letter 


piper,  Februaiy  2tith,  which  was  read,  and 
the  tenor  of  it  follows. 

Minisiert  of  Stirling^  their  second  Proiet- 

taiion. 

**  Whereas  the  king's  majesty  and  your 
^irdshipa  have  been  pleased,  upon  a  narra- 
tive relating  to  our  doctrine  and  ministerial 
duties,  to  desire  and  require  us  to  repair 
to  this  place,  against  a  certain  day  contained 
b  your  letter,  viz.  the  19th  of  Februpry; 
in  answer  whcreunto  we  excused  ourselves, 
that  we  could  not  so  precisely  come  hither, 
because  of  bodily  indisposition  of  the  one 
of  us,  known  to  be  of  verity,  promising 
withal  to  wait  on  his  majesty  and  your 
lordships  so  soon  as  the  Lord  shall  remove 
die  necessity  of  our  delay;  and  in  case  of 
the  not  removal  thereof,  the  other  should 
come  towards  the  end  of  that  week,  with 
the  mind  of  both :  and  wc  accordingly 
appearing  before  your  lordships,  did  show 
how  willing  we  were  to  hear  what  was  to 
be  said  unto  us,  and  to  answer  thereunto. 


did  continue  and  delay  the  business;  as 
also  was  declared  by  your  lordships  at 
our  appearance  before  you :  not\vithstanding 
whereof  your  lordships  have  not  been 
pleased  to  accept  of  any  such  assurance, 
nor  to  allow  us  your  liberty  to  repair  to 
our  charges  till  that  time.  And  albeit  this 
seems  strange  to  us,  especially  in  a  matter 
of  our  ministerial  function,  and  yet  in  de- 
pendance,  between  the  church  judicatories 
and  us,  undecided;  nevertheless,  that  wc 
even  should  not  so  much  as  seem  in  any 
wise  to  irritate,  yea,  that  offence  be  not  iu 
any  wise  taken  by  any,  eq)ecially  by  the 
civil  magistrate,  do  resolve,  for  preventing 
of  mistakes,  and  testifying  our  respect  to 
civil  authority,  to  endeavour  to  satisfy  such 
an  appointment  so  &r  as  we  can,  without 
prejudice  to  our  conscience,  and  the  liberties 
of  our  ministry,  and  the  solemn  bonds  and 
obligations  that  lie  upon  us  to  preach  the 
gospel  in  the  stations  where  God  set  us, 
adhering  always  to  our  former  declaration 
and  protestation.     Likeos,  wc  do  now  pro- 


as  IS  contained  in  our  protestation  and  i  test,  that  we  do  not  hereby  acknowledge 
declaration,  formerly  given  in  to  your  lord-  i  his  majesty  and  your  lordships  to  be  coni- 
ihips  thereanent :  yet,  nevertheless  in  the  :  pctent  judges  to  presbytcrial  acts  and  letters, 
interval  of  time  betwixt  iiis  majesty's  and  or  our  ministerial  function,  or  preachiu^,  or 
your  lordships'  rece^  and  reading  of  oiir    any   part   tUoreot,  wVucVv    «tfi  >^^  w:^\fes:.\. 
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mni  iHMttcT  orjourlottMlu|j(r  lotter,rpc|oi- 
ntion,  and  <Mtiiiuuice ;  bccanse  th&t 
they  are  ecclesiastical,  and  belong  to  ecclesi- 
astical assemblies,  as  the  only  proper  judges 
thereof;  and  because  neither  the  presbytery 
of  Stirling,  who  are  the  proper  authors  of  the 
foresaid  letter,  which  is  the  first  ground  of  the 
foresaid  requisition  and  ordinance,  nor  hare 
we  been  conyened  therefore  before  any 
ecclesiastic  judicatory,  neither  were  ever 
conyened  or  convinced  for  breadi  of  any 
ecdesiasticd  act  in  the  premises;  and  so 
there  has  proceeded  no  antecedent  sentence 
of  the  Bidd  judicatories,  finding  that  we 
have  violated  any  act  of  the  church,  in 
jHvaching  against  the  present  way  of  levy,  or 
that  we  have  ill  or  unwarrantably  appealed 
from  tiie  commisnon  of  the  general  assembly 
their  desire  and  charge  to  us  in  that  par- 
ticular. And  also  we  humbly  protest,  that 
there  be  reserved  to  us  all  remedy  com- 
petent of  the  law,  against  the  injury  we 
suffer  by  being  thus  convened  and  confined 
by  a  civil  judicatory,  and  having  your  liberty 
refused  to  us  to  return  to  our  chaiges, 
notwithstanding  of  assurance  oflered  to 
attend  at  the  time  to  which  our  business 
is  continued ;  seeing  this  procedure  is  con- 
trary not  only  to  divine  law,  the  word  of 
God,  the  covenant,  and  solemn  engagements 
unto  the  acts  of  our  church ;  but  also  to 
the  acts  of  parliament,  and  laws  of  this 
kingdom,  and  established  rights,  privileges, 
and  liberties  of  the  judicatories  of  the  kirk. 
And  upon  supposal  that  his  majesty  and 
your  lordships  were  competent  judges  of 
these  things,  which  we  do  not  acknowledge, 
but  protest  against,  for  the  reasons  con- 
tained in  this  and  our  former  protestation, 
and  for  many  other  reasons  of  that  kind ; 
yet  the  hearing  of  parties  before  judgment 
passed  upon  them,  being  a  part  of  that 
native  liberty,  that  is  due  to  all  men,  who 
do  not  by  their  wilful  absence  from,  and 
contempt  of  the  judicatory,  forfault  the 
same,  as  being  founded  on  the  light  of 
nature,  common  equity,  and  reason,  and 
agreeable  to  the  word  of  God,  and  laws  of 
all  nations;  and  the  king's  majesty  and 
your  lordships  having,  in  your  first  letter 
to  ua,  propounded  that  methfxi  of  proceed- 


[|boosi. 

our  nndertakh^  to  cmipear  in  oompeleot 


time,  his  majesty  and  yoor  lordships  hat, 
without  hearing  us,  passed  such  a  judgmeot 
in  reference  to  us ;  therefore  we  also  protest 
against  soch  mediod  of  procedure^  as  being 
contnuy  to  that  liberty  which  is  due  to  ua, 
and  which   we   may  justly    challenge  si 
subjects,  and  which  his  majesty  and  your 
lordships  are  bound  by  the  fight  of  nature^ 
law  of  God,  the  covenant,  and  laws  of  the 
land,  to  maintmn  and  preserve  inviolable. 
And  albeit  we  do  not  resolve,  upon  vxj 
light  consideration,  to    depart    from  tfab 
phice,  or  fitnn  Dundee,  where  lus  majesty 
and  your  lordships  have  commanded  us  to 
stay  till  his  majesty's  return  from  Aberdeen, 
but  for  preventing  of  mistakes,  and  testi^iqg 
our  respects  to  dvfl  authority,  to  endeavour, 
as  we  have  already  declared,  to  satisfy  soch 
an  appointment,  so  fir  as  we  can,  without 
prejudice  to  our  consdences,  the  liberty  of 
our  ministry,  and  the  solemn  bonds  sod 
obligations  upon  us  to  preach  the  gospel  in 
the  stations  wherein  God  hadi  set  us :  yet 
do  we  protest,  that  our  staying  here,  or  st 
Dundee,  may  not   be  esteemed  or  inte^ 
pretcd  an  acknowledgment  of  the  onfinance 
in  reference  to  our  stay ;  but  that  notwith- 
standing thereof,  it  is  still  fiee  for  us  to 
make  use  of  all  these  [mvileges  and  libertiei 
which  are  due  to  us  as  ministers  of  Jesoi 
Christ,  in  as  free  a  way  in  time  coimii^  u 
we  might  have  done  before  our  compeariog 
before  your  lordriiips,  or  having  any  sodi 
ordinance  inrimate  to  us. 

^  James  Gotviue. 

"  David  BEmfsr." 
«  Perth,  FehmarySSth,  1651.** 

Those  protestations  are  so  fully  spoken 
to,  and  the  arguments  the  authors  of  then 
had  in  their  defence,  set  down  in  Bfr. 
Guthrie's  first  speech  before  the  pariiament, 
afterwards  to  be  insert,  that  I  ahall  ngj 
nothing  of  them  here.  I  can  give  na 
fiirther  account  of  the  procedure  <^  the 
committee  of  estates  in  this  aflhir,  ssre 
that  the  king  and  they  thought  fit  to  dismin 
the  two  minxsters,  and  to  go  no  further  on 
in  this  matter.  Yet  now  ten  years  af^er, 
this  is  trumped  up,  and  made  a 
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the  kiqg.  I  have  it  from  good  hands, 
It  Bfr.  Guthrie  defended  the  king's  right  in 
public  debate  with  Hugh  Peters^  Oliyer's 
sfilsiny  and  from  the  pulpit  he  asserted 
e  king's  title,  in  the  hearing  of  the  English 
Soers:  but  now  all  this  must  be  foi^got, 
d  gire  way  to  a  personal  pique  Middleton 
d  i^gainst  him;  which  brings  me  to  the 
bcr  passsge  rehtfxve  to  Bfr.  Guthrie,  which 
promised,  and  it  lets  us  into  the  real 
ring  of  the  hard  measure  this  excellent 
B  met  with. 

Bj  improving  of  an  affit>nt  the  kiqg  met 
idi  in  the  year  1650,  some  malignants,  as 
en  they  were  termed,  prevailed  so  to 
^ten  his  majesty's  fears  of  e?il  designs 
■inBt  him  by  some  about  him,  that  a  cor- 
ipondcnce  with  the  malignants,  papists, 
d  soch  who  were  disafiected  to  the  oove- 
ot  in  the  north,  was  set  on  foot.  Matters 
VB  brought  in  a  little  time  to  such  a  pass, 

m  considerable  number  of  noblemen, 
ndemeii,  and  others,  were  to  rise  and 
m  themselves  into  an  army,  under  Bfid- 
Bton's  command;  and  the  king  was  to 
St  himself  to  their  arms  and  mani^ement. 
soordingly  the  king,  upon  a  sudden,  with 
fevr  in  his  company,  as  if  he  had  been 
ing  to  tlMB  hunting,  left  his  fiutest  friends, 
oaaed  Tay,  and  came  into  Angus,  where 
i  .was  to  have  met  with  those  people. 
be  circumstances  of  this  story  are  to  be 
kd  in  the  historians  of  that  thne.  But  the 
1^  soon  found  himself  disappointed,  and 
mte  back  to  the  committee  of  estates, 
bete  indeed  his  strength  and  safety  lay. 
leenwhile  several,  who  had  been  upon  the 
ot  of  engaging  his  majesty  to  go  and  head 
le  north,  fearing  punishment,  got  together 
iderMiddleton's  command.  General  Lesly 
arched  against  them,  and  the  king  wrote 
»  them  most  earnestly  to  lay  down  their 
ms^  and  the  committee  of  estates  send  an 
demnity  to  such  as  should  submit. 

While  the  state  are  thus  dealing  with 
lem,  the  commission  of  the  assembly 
are  not  wanting  to  show  their  zeal  for 
le  king,  against  such  who  ventured  to 
istorb  the  public  peace.  And  it  is  said, 
Ir.  James  €hithrie  there  proposed  summer 


c»cnlnmnnicatio^^  as  aceniore  Mid-  j^. 
dletoQ  deserved,  and  as  what  he 
took  to  be  a  seasonable  testimony  from  the 
church  at  this  juncture.  This  highest  sen- 
tence was  curried  in  the  commission  by  a 
plurality  of  votes,  and  Mr.  Guthrie  is  ap- 
pointed the  very  next  sabbath,  and  accord- 
ingly did  pronounce  diat  censure  upon  Mid- 
dleton in  the  church  of  Stirling. 

When  the  committee  of  estates  had 
agreed,  not  without  some  ddbate,  to  an 
indemnity  to  Middleton,  and  had  hope  to 
get  matteff  some  way  compromised  in  the 
north,  there  was  one  sent  ezproM  to 
Stirling  with  accounts  how  things  stood, 
and  a  letter  desiring  Bfr.  Guthrie  to  forbear 
the  intimation  of  the  commission's  sentence. 
I  am  told,  this  letter  came  to  Mr.  Guthrie, 
just  when  going  into  the  pulpit,  and  he  did 
not  open  it  till  the  work  was  over;  and 
though  he  had  opened  it,  it  may  be  doubted, 
if  he  would  have  ventured  to  delay  the  eat- 
ecutioo  of  the  sentence  of  the  oonunissioa, 
wbidi  he  was  obliged  to  pronounce,  and 
could  not  cut  and  carve  in,  upon  a  private 
missive  to  himsdf.  Thus  the  sentence  was 
inflicted,  and  it  was  believed  Middleton 
never  forgot  nor  forgave  what  Mr.  €hithrie 
did  diat  day ;  thou^  I  find  the  commission 
of  the  church,  January  3d,  1651,  at  their 
next  meeting,  did  relax  Ilfiddleton  from 
that  censure,  and  laid  it  upon  a  fiv  better 
man,  colonel  Strachan.  However  after  this, 
BGddleton  conceived  sudi  prejudice  against 
Mr,  Guthrie,  as  abundantly  discovered  itself 
in  his  trial  before  the  session  of  parliament. 
So,  January,  or  February  1661,  Mr.  Guthrie 
was  brou^it  to  Bdinbur)^  and  had  his 
indictment  given  him  by  the  king's  advocate 
for  high  treason. 

It  is  pity  we  have  not  this  case  in  print, 
as  well  as  that  of  bis  fellow-martyr  the  mar- 
quis. I  have  not  seen  his  indictment  at 
large,  nor  the  answers  formed  by  his  law- 
yers, among  whom  Sir  John  Nisbet  was 
one :  had  we  those,  I  doubt  not  but  the  ini- 
quity and  injustice  of  his  severe  sentence 
would  folly  appear.  To  retrieve  the  want 
of  those,  I  shall  put  together  what  hints  I 
have  met  with  as  to  his  trial,  and  give  his 
own  excellent  qieeches  before  the  parlia- 


1^1    ment,  hitherto   not  pubKahed  for 

what  I  know ;  and  from  those  the 

state  of  his  process  will  pretty  clearly  appear. 

Fefaruaiy  20th,  he  was  Bnt,  before  the 
parliament.  The  chancellor  told  him  he 
was  called  before  them,  to  answer  to  the 
charge  of  high  treason,  a  copy  whereof  he 
had  received ;  and  the  lord  advocate  pro- 
posed his  indictment  might  be  read,  which 
the  house  went  into.  The  heads  of  his 
dittay  were,  *'  1.  Hb  contriving,  consenting 
to,  and  exhibiting  before  tiie  committee  of 
estates,  the  paper  called,  The  Western  Re- 
monstrance. 2.  Hb  contriving,  writing  and 
publishing  that  abominable  pamphlet  called. 
The  Causes  of  God's  Wrath.  3.  Eis  con- 
triving, writing,  and  subscribing  to  the  paper 
called.  The  humble  Petition,  of  the  23d  of 
August  last,  when  he  was  apprehended.  4. 
His  convocating  of  the  king's  lieges  at  seve- 
ral times,  without  warrant  or  authority,  to 
the  disturtMuice  of  the  peace  of  the  state  and 
of  the  church.  5.  His  declaring  his  majesty, 
by  his  appeal  and  protestation,  incapable  to 
be  judge  over  him,  which  he  presented  at 
Perth :  6.  And  some  treasonable  expres- 
sions he  was  alleged  to  have  uttered  in  a 
meeting,  1650  or  1651.'* 

His  indictment  being  read,  he  hod  an  ex- 
cellent speech  to  the  parliament.  It  is  con- 
siderably long ;  but  containing  the  best  and 
almost  the  only  account  I  can  give  of  his 
case,  I  have  chosen  rather  to  put  it  here 
than  in  the  appendix. 


<c 


My  Lord  Chancellor, 

"  I  being  indicted  at  the  instance  of  Sir 
John  Fletcher,  his  majesty's  advocate,  for 
his  majesty's  interest,  upon  things  alleged  to 
be  seditious  and  treasonable,  I  humbly  de- 
sire, and  from  your  equity  expect,  that  my 
lord  commissioner  his  grace  will  patiently 
and  without  interruption  hear  me,  as  to  a 
few  things  which  I  have  to  say  for  myself,  in 
answer  to  that  indictment :  and  that  I  may 
proceed  therein  distinctly,  following  the  order 
of  the  indictment  itself,  I  shall  speak  first  a 
word  to  the  laws  that  are  mentioned  and 
acted,  whereby  I  am  to  be  judged ;  then  to 
the  things  whereof  I  am  accused  concerning 
those  laws. 


THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  SUFFERINGS  [dOOE  I. 

**  I  am  glad  that  the  Isw  of  God  is  named 
in  the  first  phice;  it  bdog  indeed  the  su- 
preme laWy  not  only  of  religion,  but  also  of 
righteousness,  to  which  all  other  laws  ought 
to  be  squared  and  subordfinate ;  and  there 
being  an  act  of  the  Ist  parL  king  James  TL 
whereby  all  clauses  of  laws  or  acts  of  parbk 
ment,  repugnant  to  the  word  of  God,  are  I^ 
pealed,  an  act  moat  worthy  of  a  christiu 
king  and  kingdom,  I  hope  your  lordships,  in 
all  your  proceedings,  will  give  most  respect 
to  this,  that  I  may  be  judged  by  the  law  of 
God  especially,  and  by  other  laws  in  subor- 
dination tiiereunto. 

**  As  to  those  laws  and  acta  of  pariiament, 
mentioned  in  the  indictment,  concerning  his 
majesty's  royal  prerogative,  and  dedinii^  his 
majesty's  judgment  and  authority',  and  keep- 
ing of  conventions ;  I  hope  it  will  not  be  de- 
nied that  they  are  to  be  understood  acooni- 
ing  to  the  sense  and  meaning  that  is  gireo 
thereof  by  posterior  acts  of  pariiament,  it 
being  a  maxini  in  law,  no  less  true  than 
equitable,  that  when  there  is  any  seeming  or 
real  contradiction  betwixt  laws,  posterion 
derogant  prioribut ;  otherwise  laws,  instead 
of  being  preservatives  to  states  and  common- 
wealths, might  prove  nets  to  entangle  the 
lives,  reputations,  and  estates  of  the  subjects : 
and  it  must  also  be  granted,  that  laws  and 
acts  of  parliament  are  to  be  understood  and 
expounded  by  our  solemn  public  vows  and 
covenants,  contracted  with  God  by  his  ma- 
jesty and  subjects,  which  are  not  only  de- 
clared by  the  laws  of  the  land,  to  have  the 
strength  of  acts  of  parliament,  but  both  by 
the  law  of  God,  and  common  law,  and  li^ 
of  all  the  nations  in  the  world,  are  more 
binding  and  indispensable  than  any  municipal 
law  and  statute  whatsomever. 

^  As  to  those  acts  of  parliament  that  are 
cited  against  scandalous,  slanderous,  and  un- 
true speeches,  to  the  disdain,  contempt,  and 
reproach  of  his  majesty's  authority ;  I  think 
I  need  not  say,  that  none,  much  less  hit 
majesty's  conunissioner,  and  this  honourable 
court  of  parliament,  does  understand  them 
of  truths  pronounced  in  sobriety,  b^  those 
who  have  a  lawfiil  call  thereunto ;  and  that 
those  acts  which  speak  against  the  meddling 
in  the  afiairs  of  his  majesty  and  states  are 
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to  be  undentood  of  such  meddling  as 
a  are  bound  unto  by  virtue  of  their  calling, 
L  m'faerein  they  do  not  transgress  the 
mda  of  it. 

'  Hie  next  thing  I  shall  speak  to,  are  the 
ticolars  wherewith  I  am  charged,  con- 
ding  which  I  shall  give  your  lordships  a 
e  and  ingenuous  account  of  my  accession 
reuntOy  knowing  that  I  stand  in  the  sight 
lim  who  sits  in  the  assembly  of  the  gods. 
sty  I  shall  be  bold  to  o£fer  to  your  lord- 
|M  some  defences  for  vindicating  my  car- 
^  from  the  breach  of  his  majesty's  laws, 
I  exempting  me  from  the  punishment  ap- 
nted  thereby. 

'  As  to  the  matters  of  fact  I  am  chai^ged 
h  in  the  indictment,  I  am  first  charged  in 
tend,  of  being  culpable  of  sundry  seditious 
I  treasonable  remonstrances,  declarations, 
itions,  instrucdons,  letters,  preachings, 
lamations.  To  which  I  say,  that  gener^ 
jnmgiint^  they  can  have  no  strength 
inferring  of  a  crime  or  guilt,  except  in 
br  as  they  are  instanced  in  particulars ; 
are  like  to  &ose  umversalia  which  have 
foundation  tn  re,  mere  chimeras  or  no- 
is. 

'  Only  one  thing  there  is  in  that  general 
i)ge,  that  I  cannot,  and  ought  not  to  pass, 
wit,  that  I  have  seditiously  and  traitor- 
Ij  purposed  the  eradicating  and  subvert- 
of  the  fundamental  government  of  this 
majesty's  ancient  kingdom,  at  least  the 
rrating,  or  violating,  or  impairing  of  his 
bority,  &c,  concerning  which  I  am  bold 
laj,  it  is  an  unjust  charge;  there  was 
er  any  such  purpose  or  design  in  my 
rt :  and  since  I  am  thus  charged,  I  may 
bout  vanity,  or  breach  of  the  law  of  so- 
ty,  affirm,  that  as  I  had  never  any  com- 
nce  with  the  counsels  or  designs  of  the 
(  usurping  powers,  against  his  majestjr's 
■1  fiither,  or  himself,  or  against  his  king- 
B,  or  the  ancient  government  thereof  or 
he  kingdoms  of  England  or  Ireland ;  so 
\  there  no  part  of  their  ungodly  or  unjust 
\ag^  but  I  did,  in  my  station  and  calling, 
r  open  and  public  testimony  against  the 
w^  botii  by  word  and  writ;  which  is  a 
ng  better  known  and  manifest  than  that  I 
i  be  liable  to  suspicion  therein,  many  of 
ae  testimonies  bdng  given  before  many, 


and  many  of  them  being  extant  to    .g^. 
the  world,  and  such  as  will  be  ex- 
tant to  posterity. 

"  My  lord,  albeit  it  does  become  me  to 
adore  Ood  in  the  holiness  and  wisdom  of 
his  dispensations,  yet  I  can  hardly  refrain 
fix>m  expressing  some  grief  of  spirit,  that  my 
house  and  fiunily  should  not  only  be  so  many 
months  together  cessed  by  a  number  of 
English  soldiers,  and  myself  kept  firom  the 
pul[nt  for  preaching  and  speaking  against  the 
tender,  and  incorporating  this  nation  in  one 
commonwealth  with  England;  and  that  I 
should  thereafter,  in  time  of  Oliver  Crom- 
well his  usurping  the  government  to  himself 
under  the  name  of  protector,  being  delated 
by  some,  and  challenged  by  sundry  of  his 
counsel  in  this  nation,  for  a  paper  published 
by  me,  wherein  he  was  declared  to  be  an 
usuiper,  and  his  government  to  be  usurpa- 
tion ;  that  I  should  have  been  threatened  to 
have  been  sent  to  the  court  for  writnig  a 
paper  agunst  Oliver  Cromwell  his  usurpmg 
the  crown  of  these  kingdoms ;  that  I  should 
have  been  threatened  with  banishment  for 
concurring  in  ofiering  a  large  testimony 
against  the  evil  of  the  times,  to  Richard 
Cromwell  his  coundl  immediately  afler  his 
usurping  the  government ;  I  say,  my  lord,  it 
grieves  me,  that,  notwithstanding  of  all  those 
things,  I  should  now  stand  indicted  before 
your  lordships,  as  intending  the  eradicating 
and  subverting  of  the  ancient  civil  govern- 
ment of  this  nation,  and  being  subservient  to 
that  usurper  in  his  designs.  Tlie  God  of 
heaven  knows  that  I  am  free  of  this  charge ; 
and  I  do  defy  all  the  world,  allowing  me 
justice  and  fair  proceeding,  which  I  hope 
your  lordships  will,  to  make  out  the  same 
against  me. 

"  The  first  particular  wherewith  I  am 
charged  in  the  indictment,  is,  that  I  did  com- 
pile and  draw  up  a  paper,  commonly  called 
The  Remonstrance,  and  presented  it,  or 
caused  it  to  be  presented  to  his  majesty  and 
committee  of  estates,  October  22d,  1650. 
To  which  I  answer,  by  denying  that  part  of 
the  indictment.  I  never  did  compile  or  con- 
trive that  Remonstrance,  nor  did  I  present 
it,  or  cause  it  to  be  presented  to  the  com- 
mittee of  estates,  then,  or  at  any  other  time. 
I  indeed  being  a  mei\\V>et  o(  \)^e  eoirax^^ivscv 


Book,  in  the  9th  Article  thereof  by  awert- 
ing  the  rejectiiig  of  the  discovcfy  of  the 
gidltmess  contained  therein  to  have  been  a 
ain.  It  ia  answered,  Ist,  That  it  was  no  nx>re 
than  the  assertipg  of  my  former  dissent. 
2dly,  That  it  was  no  more  upon  the  matter, 
than  was  acknowledged  and  asserted  by  the 
whole  commission  of  the  general  assembly, 
when  they  passed  sentence  upon  it;  in 
which  sentence  it  is  acknowledged,  that  it 
did  contain  many  sad  truths  which  yet  were 
not  received,  nor  any  effectual  remedy  en- 
deavoured for  the  helping  the  evils  repre- 
sented thereby.  3dly,  It  cannot  be  ac- 
counted culpable  in  a  minister  of  the  gospel, 
who  is  thereunto  bound  by  virtue  of  his 
calling,  to  assert  the  rejecting  of  the  disco- 
very of  guiltiness  to  be  a  sin. 

"  The  next  particular  I  am  charged  with, 
is  the  book  of  The  Causes  of  God's  Wrath, 
especially  the  fifth  and  sixth  articles  there- 
of, which  are  particulars,  I  believe,  upon  the 
looking  thereof,  will  not  be  found  to  con- 
tain any  just  matter  of  accusation,  much  less 
matter  of  sedition  and  treason ;  there  being 
nothing  mentioned  therein,  but  the  disco- 
very of  the  sin  of  covetousness,  and  abuse 
of  the  public  fiuth  of  the  land  in  borrowing 
money.  But  because  I  did  apprehend  it  was 
the  fifth  or  sixth  step  of  the  9th  article  was 


is  laid  upon  the  nnmstersof  the  (pMj 
give  finthfid  warning  to  all  sorts  of  pc 
and  how  they  oqwae  their  own  souls 
hazard  of  eternal  damnation,  and  the  | 
the  blood  of  those  with  whom  they  h 
do,  if  they  do  not  this ;  and  you  d 
know  that  the  prophets  and  aposdes  i 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  himself  did  fidi 
warn  all  men,  though  it  was  their  I 
cause  of  the  same,  to  be  reckoned  t 
and  seditious  persons,  and  to  aofler  i 
doers  on  the  account  thereof.  Na 
lord,  I  wish  it  may  be  seriously  pan 
that  nothing  is  asserted  in  these  cm 
matter  of  sin  and  duty,  but  what  hall 
the  common  received  doctrine  of  the  4 
of  Scotland,  as  may  appear  fix)m  the  r 
of  the  work  of  reformation  firom  f 
firom  the  national  covenant,  and  i 
league  and  covenant,  and  the  public  d 
tions  and  acts  of  this  chiut^  and  kix 
concerning  the  necessary  security  of  n 
the  truth  of  which  doctrine  is  con 
firom  the  word  of  God,  and  divine  rea 
those  public  papers  themselves;  usd 
matters  of  fiict,  they  are  no  other  th 
mentioned  in  the  solemn  public  cav 
humiliation  condescended  upon,  and  1 
the  whole  church  jointly,  and  hb  ii 
and  fiunily,  with  the  commission  of  d 
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Hged,  if  the  supplicttkm  at  Edinburgh,   themselves  for  the  matter  of  their   .g^. 


Igoflt  SSdy  to  which  t  admowledge  my  ac- 
snoiiy  bat  deny  it  to  be  treasonable  or  se- 
iouB  ;  because,  besidea  the  former  vin^ 
doo  of  my  fonner  carriage  and  actings 
nn  the  compliances  with  the  late  usurping 
fwersy  and  a  humble  profession  of  the  sub- 
etioD,  loyalty,  and  obedience  which  I  owe 
I  his  majesty,  of  my  resolutions  to  render 
le  same  unto  him  as  the  supreme  and  right- 
1  nu^^strate  over  diese  kingdoms,  and  some 
sioos  prayers  and  supplications  for  his 
■jeaty,  it  doth  contain  nothing  but  a  hum- 
fe  petition  concerning  those  things,  to  which 
ijesty,  and  all  the  subjects  of  this  king- 
are  ei^aged  by  the  solemn  and  indis- 
cnsable  oath  of  the  covenant,  with  a  sober 
ad  serious  rqiresentation  of  the  danger  that 
hmtena  religion,  and  of  those  things  that 
le  destructive  unto  the  duties  contained  in 
hose  artides  of  the  covenant ;  and  being 
atabliahed  by  law,  and  confirmed  by  the 
nblic  oath  of  God,  which  is  more  than  a 
sw,  a  humble  petition  and  representation, 
Mioeming  those  things,  cannot  be  accounted 
nfition,  or  treasonable.  The  indictment  is 
ilraird  to  say,  that  I  charged  his  majesty 
■ith  dissimulation  and  perjury ;  but  there  is 
DO  audi  thing  in  the  supplication,  which  doth 
ooly  put  him  in  remembrance  of  holding  fest 
the  oaths  of  the  covenant. 

*  Aa  to  what  is  alleged  against  the  law- 
fiihiess  of  our  meeting :  it  was  presbyterially 
reaolTed  that  I  should  keep  that  meeting; 
sod  suppose  that  had  not  been,  yet  that 
meeting  cannot  fell  within  those  acts  of  par- 
liaoieat  that  strike  against  unlawful  conven- 
tions; because  every  meeting  for  business, 
m  itsdf  lawful,  is  agreeable  to  the  word  of 
God  and  laws  of  the  land,  and  when  kept 
without  tumult  and  multitude,  such  as  that 
was^  needs  no  particular  warrant  from  autho- 
rity; as  may  be  instructed  from  several  other 
aeetings  up  and  down  the  land  every  day, 
ibr  aevoral  sorts  of  business.  Are  there  not 
lome  meetings  kept  by  persons  of  all  sorts 


supplication  within  the  bounds  of 
the  covenant,  and  of  those  things  which  are 
established  by  law  ?  yea,  such  meetings  are 
clearly  exempted  from  the  breach  of  those 
acts  of  parliament  by  a  posterior  act  of  par- 
liament, viz.  act  29,  pari.  2,  Charles  L 

*  As  to  the  last  particular  of  the  indicti- 
ment,  to  wit,  my  dining  of  his  majesty's 
authority,  I  acknowledge  I  did  decline  the 
civil  magistrate  as  a  competent  judge  of 
ministers'  doctrine  in  the  first  instance.  I£s 
authority  in  all  things  dvil,  I  do  with  all  my 
heart  acknowledge,  and  that  according  to  the 
Confession  of  Faith  in  this  church ;  and  that 
the  conservation  and  purgation  of  religion 
belongs  to  him  as  civil  magistrate,  and  that 
ecdesiastical  persons  are  not  exempted  from 
obedience  to  dvil  authority  and  the  com- 
mands thereof,  nor  fix>ro  pumshment  in  case 
of  their  transgresdon :  but  that  the  declin- 
ing of  the  dvil  magistrate  his  bei^g  judge  of 
ministers'  doctrine  in  the  first  instant,  may 
appear  not  treason  and  sedition,  but  lawful 
and  warrantable,  I  do  humbly  offer, 

**  1st,  That  such  declinatures  are  agreeable 
to  the  rule  of  God's  word,  and  to  the  Con- 
fession of  Faith,  and  doctrine  of  this  church, 
confirmed  and  ratified  in  parUament  by  many 
several  acts,  and  therefore  have  the  strength 
both  of  divine  and  human  laws.  That  they 
are  agreeable  to  God's  word  is  evident  from 
this,  that  the  Scriptures  do  dearly  hold  forth 
that  Christ  hath  a  visible  kingdom  which 
he  exerces  in  or  over  his  visible  members 
by  his  spiritual  officers,  which  is  wholly  dis- 
tinct from  the  dvil  power  and  government  of 
the  world,  and  not  depending  upon,  or  sub- 
ordinate to  those  governments  and  the  acts 
thereof,  John  xviii.  36,  37.  Matth.  xvi.  19. 
John  XX.  23.  That  they  are  agreeable  to 
the  Confession  of  Faith  and  doctrine  of  this 
church  is  evident,  because  those  do  acknow- 
ledge no  head  over  the  visible  church  of 
Christ  but  hlmsdf,  nor  any  judgment  or 
power  in  or  over  his  church,  but  that  which 


io  all  the  parts  of  the  country,  in  reference   he  hath  conmiitted  to  the  spiritual  office- 
to  application  to  judicatories,  and  the  su-   bearers  thereof  under  himself:  and  therefore 


preme  magistrate,  for  dvil  interest  and  right  ? 
Ind  if  so,  how  much  more  may  ministers 
itieet  for  the  supplicating  his  majesty  for  the 
interest  and  rights  of  Jesus  Christ,  keeping 


it  hath  been  the  ordinary  practice  of  this 
kirk,  in  such  cases,  to  use  such  declinatures, 
since  the  time  of  the  reformation  from 
popery;  as  may  «|^^^eas  fcom  \naxv^  ^^sa^ 
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1661  U"^^®''''''^^®  ^^<^  approyen  instances, 
extant  in  the  acts  of  the  general 
issemblj,  and  records  of  this  church,  parti- 
cularly those  of  Mr.  David  Black,  1596, 
which  was  owned  and  subscribed  by  three  or 
four  hundred  ministers,  besides  sundry  others 
which  are  well  known.  And  I  believe,  my 
lord,  this  is  not  only  the  doctrine  of  the 
church  of  Scotland,  but  of  many  sound  pro- 
testant  divines,  who  give  unto  Ccesar  the 
things  that  are  Ccesar's,  and  to  Ood  the 
things  that  arc  God's. 

"  2d.  Such  declinatures  are  agreeable  to, 
nnd  founded  upon  the  national  covenant,  and 
solemn  league  and  covenant,  by  which  the 
king's  majesty  himself,  and  all  the  subjects 
of  this  kingdom,  are  bound  to  muntain  the 
doctrine,  worship,  discipline,  and  govern- 
ment of  this  church,  with  solemn  vows  and 
public  oaths  of  God ;  which  hath  always  in 
all  kingdoms,  states,  and  republics,  been  ac- 
counted more  sacred  and  binding  than  any 
municipal  law  or  statute  whatsomever ;  and 
being  posterior  to  the  act  of  parliament  1584, 
do  necessarily  include  a  repealing  of  it. 

''  Upon  these  grounds  it  is  that  I  gave  in, 
and  do  assert  that  declinature  for  vindicat- 
ing the  crown,  dignity,  and  royal  prerogative 
of  Jesus  Christ,  who  is  King  of  kings,  and 
I^rd  of  lords ;  but  with  all  due  respect  to 
his  majesty,  his  greatness  and  authority. 

**  As  to  that  act  of  parliament,  1584,  it 
was  made  in  a  time  wherein  the  settled 
government  of  this  church  by  presbyteries 
and  synods  was  wholly  overturned,  and  their 
actings  utterly  dischai^d,  and  the  deposi- 
tions of  ministers,  and  things  properly  spi- 
ritual and  ecclesiastical,  put  into  the  hand  of 
the  civil  magistrate.  Further  I  do  assert, 
that  that  act,  in  so  far  as  concerns  decliners, 
huth,  since  the  making  thereof,  been  often 
repealed  and  rescinded,  and  stands  repealed 
and  rescinded  now  at  the  downsitting  of 
this  parliament. 

"  It  was  reversed  and  annulled  by  a  pos- 
terior act,  1592,  viz.  1st  act,  12th  pari. 
James  VI.  in  the  last  section  of  which  it  b 
expressly  declared,  '  that  that  act,  1564, 
shall  noways  be  prejudicial,  nor  derogate 
any  thing  from  the  privilege  God  hath  given 
the  spiritual  officers  in  the  church,  con- 
ceming  heads  of  religion,  matters  of  heresy, 
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collation,  or  deprivation  of  nunistcr^  or 


any  such  like  essential  censure^  espedill} 
grounded  upon,  and  having  warrant  from  the 
word  of  God.*  But  so  it  is,  that  the  ftee^ 
dom  and  independency  of  the  spiritual  offiofr 
bearers  of  the  churdi  of  God,  in  things  ec- 
clesiastic that  concerned  their  calling,  is  i 
special  privilcige,  and  a  spedal  head  of  reB- 
gion ;  and  that  the  free  discovery  of  the  mi 
of  all  persons,  by  ministers,  in  their  doctrine 
from  the  word  of  God,  is  an  essential  en- 
sure, grounded  upon,  and  having  wamtt 
from  the  word  of  God. 

"  And  accordingly,  king  James  VI.,  aano 
1585,  considering  the  great  offence  g^ 
and  taken  by  that  act,  1584^  did,  for  remo^ 
ing  thereof  send  a  declaration  penned  sad 
signed  with  his  own  hand,  to  the  comoii»> 
sioners  of  the  kirk  of  Scotland  at  LinlidH 
gow,  December  7th,  which,  he  saith,  shall  be 
as  good  and  valid  as  any  act  of  parliament 
whatsomever;  in  which  dedaradon  he  hath 
these  words :  '  I  for  my  part  shall  nefv, 
neither  ought  my  posterity,  ever  summon  or 
apprehend  any  pastor  or  teacher,  for  nut- 
ters of  doctrine,  religion,  salvation,  hereif, 
or  true  interpretation  of  the  Scripture :  bat 
according  to  my  first  act,  which  occasioni 
the  liberty  of  the  preaching  the  word,  act 
ministration  of  the  sacrament,  I  avow  the 
same  to  be  a  matter  merely  ecclesiastic^ 
and  altogether  inexpedient  to  my  calling; 
and  therefore  shall  not,  nor  ever  ought  they, 
I  mean  my  posterity,  claim  any  power  or 
jurisdiction  in  the  foresuds.' 

"  It  is  also  to  be  considered,  that  that  act, 
1584,  is  also  repealed  by  the  4th  act,  pari. 
2,  Charles  L  which  reckons  it  among  the 
evils  that  had  sore  troubled  the  peace  oi 
kirk  and  kingdom,  that  the  power  of  the 
keys  and  kirk  censures  was  given  to  person 
merely  civil;  and  therefore  doth  proride 
that  for  preservation  of  religion,  and  prevent 
ing  of  such  evils  in  time  coming,  general  as- 
semblies rightly  constitute,  as  the  proper  aoc 
competent  judge  of  all  matters  ecclesiastical, 
hcrcailer  be  kept  yearly,  and  ofrener  pro  n 
nata^  as  occasion  and  necessity  shall  require 

"  The  same  act,  1584,  is  also  repealed  bj 
the  6th  act,  pari.  2,  Charles  I.  called  'Ae 
Act  Rescissory,'  which  expressly  providei 
and  declares, '  that  the  sole  and  only  power  d 
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ORBciiction  within  this  church,  stands  in  the 
hurdi  of  Gody  as  it  is  now  reformed,  and  in 
he  general,  proyindal,  and  presbyterial  as- 
emblies,  with  kbrk  sessions  established  by 
hat  act  of  parliament,  June,  1592.'  Which 
€t  18  expressly  revived  and  renewed  in  the 
rbole  heads,  points,  and  articles  thereof,  in 
he  foreaud  Act  Resdssory,  and  is  appomted 
o  stand  in  full  strength,  as  a  perpetual  law 
a  all  times  coming,  notwithstanding  of  what- 
tomever  acts  and  statutes  made  in  contrar 
hereof  in  whole  or  in  part,  which  the  estates 
jy  that  Act  Rescissory,  casses  snd  annuls  all 
md  whatsomever  acts  of  parliament,  laws, 
w  constitutions,  in  so  fiir  as  they  derogate, 
md  are  prejudicial  to  the  nature,  jurisdiction, 
fisdpline,  and  privileges  of  this  kirk. 

*  By  all  which  it  is  evident,  that  not  only 
iMit  act,  1584^  but  also  the  1st  act,  pari.  18, 
Imea  VL  and  the  3d  act,  pari.  1,  Charles 
L  which  ratify  and  establish  the  royal  prero- 
0&fe  over  all  estates,  persons,  and  causes 
nthin  this  kingdom,  is  declared  to  be  of  no 
broe,  in  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  extended, 
»  make  the  supreme  magistrate  the  com- 
lelent  and  proper  judge  of  matters  spiritual 
Hid  ecclesiastical. 

*  It  is  to  be  observed  further,  that  it  hath 
lawful,  and  in  continual  practice,  that 


estates,  after  the  ingiving  theieol,    ^^, 
and  BIr.  Guthrie  sent  home  without 
ever  challenging  him  for  the  samc^  and  per- 
mitted to  exercise  his  ministry  in  Stirling 

**  Those  few  things,  my  lord,  I  thought  fit 
at  present  to  say  in  vindication  and  defence 
of  my  own  innocence,  notwithstanding  of  any 
thing  contabed  in  the  indictment  now  read 
against  roe.  The  sum  of  what  I  have  said 
I  comprise  in  these  two :  1st,  That  I  did 
never  purpose  or  intend  to  speak  or  act  any 
thing  disloyal,  seditious,  or  treasonable  against 
his  majesty's  person,  authority,  or  govern- 
ment, God  is  my  witness,  and  that  what  I 
have  spoken,  written,  or  acted  in  any  of  those 
things  wherewith  I  am  charged,  hath  been 
merely  and  singly  from  a  principle  of  con- 
science, that  according  to  the  weak  measure 
of  light  given  me  of  God,  I  mi^t  do  my 
duty  in  my  station  and  calling  as  a  minis- 
ter of  the  gospel  Next,  because  con- 
science barely  taken  is  not  a  sufficient  plea^ 
though  it  may  extenuate,  yet  cannot  whc^y 
excuse,  I  do  assert,  that  I  haye  founded 
my  speeches,  and  writings,  and  actings,  in 
those  matters,  on  the  word  of  God,  and  on 
the  doctrine,  confesnons  of  fidth,  and  laws 
of  this  church  and  kingdom,  upon  the  na- 
tional covenant  of  Scotland,  and  the  solemn 
Us  majesty's  secret  council  hath  been  de-  league  and  covenant,  betwixt  the  three  king- 
cHned  in  sundry  causes,  and  the  cause  drawn  doms  of  Scotland,  England,  and  Ireland : 
to  the  ordmary  and  competent  judge ;  as !  if  those  foundations  fall,  I  must  fall  with 
Bittera  dvil  to  the  lords  of  session,  matters  them ;  but  if  they  sustain  and  stand  in  judg- 
criannal  to  the  chief  justice,  matters  of  di-   ment,  as  I  hope  they  will,  I  cannot  acknow- 


rorce  to  the  commissaries ;  yea,  the  meanest 
ngldity  in  the  country  hath  power  to  decline 
the  supreme  judicatory. 

*  As  to  what  is  alleged  in  the  close  of  the 
a&tment,  of  protesting  for  remeed  of  law 
^pinat  his  majesty,  the  protestation  was  but 
m  appendix  and  consequent  of  the  other. 
Bade  only  in  reference  thereunto;  and  a 
xotestadon  against  any  particular  act  for 
medy,  according  to  his  majesty's  law,  can- 
lot  be  treason  against  his  majesty,  there  be- 
ing no  act  of  parliament  declaring  it  to  be  so; 
ttd  it  being  not  authority  in  itself  that  is 
(loteBted  against,  but  only  a  particular  act 
of  the  authority,  against  which  protestations 
ii  many  cases  are  ordinary.  Lastly,  It  is  to 
be  obaervedf  that  this  declinature  was  buried 


ledge  myself,  neither  I  hope  will  his  ma- 
jesty's commissioner,  and  the  honourable 
court  of  parliament,  judge  me  guilty  of  sedi- 
tion and  treason,  notwithstanding  of  any 
thing  contained  in  the  mdictment." 

This  pointed  and  pathetic  speech  wanted 
not  some  influence  upon  the  house;  but  his 
death  was  designed,  and  the  process  behoved 
to  go  on.  When  he  was  ordered  to  remove, 
he  humbly  craved  that  some  tune  might  be 
given  him  to  consult  and  advise  with  his  law- 
yers. This  was  granted,  and  he  allowed  till 
the  29th  to  give  in  his  peremptory  defences. 

I  shall  only  further  take  nodee,  that  the 
article  in  his  indictment  with  most  shadow 
of  reason  insisted  upon,  was,  his  declining 
the  king's  authority  to  judge  in  matters  of 


II  aleace  by  his  majesty,  and  committee  of  doctrine  pnwa  tR<<aTUia)axvd\.V!i^'^^]\j^X'Q^Ss^\w 
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1^1  and  dci'linnture  he  ^ye  in  upon  this, 
above  SL't  down.  This  we  have  al- 
ready seen  he  fully  takes  oW,  as  what  was 
reasonable  in  itself,  and  every  way  legal,  and 
according  to  the  common  practice  of  that 
time.  To  clear  this  matter  of  fact,  I  have 
cast  it  in  at  the  foot  of  the  page,  *  a  protes- 
tation and  declinature,  August  22d,  1655, 
with  the  summons  whereupon  it  was  given 
in  to  the  sheriff  principal  of  Mid  Lothian,  by 
the  ministers  of  Edinburgh,  when  called  be- 
fore that  civil  court,  for  their  praying  for  the 
king  contrary  to  the  order  given  by  the 
usurpers.  And  the  reader  will  find  it  comes 
close  up  to  Mr.  Guthrie's  declinature,  and 
is  signed  by  Mr.  David  Dickson  and  Mr. 
Robert  Douglas.    And  the  reader  will  find 


*  Summons  to  the  Ministers  of  Edinburgh, 
before  the  Sheriff,  fur  praying  fur  the  King, 
August  20th,  1655,  with  their  declinature. 

I,  John  Cockburn,  summon  yoa,  Mr.  James 
Hamilton,  (and  so  the  rest  of  the  ministers  after- 
mentioned)  minister  within  the  old  kirlc  of 
Edinbuivh,  to  compear  before  the  sheritF-prin- 
cipol  of  Mid  Lotldaa  and  Linlithgow,  in  the  <»ld 
Exchequer-house  at  Edinburgh,  upon  the  S2d 
dav  of  August,  at  two  hours  in  tlie  afternoon, 
to  hear  and  see  witnesses  led  and  deponed  against 
von,  for  not  observing  and  obeying  the  order  and 
inhibition  lately  emitted  by  the  honourable  com- 
missioners for  visiting  universities,  against  the 
praving  for  the  late  king,  and  that  under  the 
nigiiest  pain  and  charge  that  may  follow  there- 
upon, conform  unto  the  principal  warrant  di- 
rect thereanent.  Dated  at  Edinburgh,  the  20th 
day  of  August,  1655. 

The  Ministers*  Declinature. 
We,  undersubscribing,  ministers  of  Edinburgh, 
ha^ng  received  summons  to  compear  at  this 
diet,  before  the  sheriff  of  Lothian,  about  a  matter 
that  directly  concerns  our  ministerial  function, 
and  being  unacquainted  in  this  land  with  sum- 
mons of  this  nature,  thought  it  incumbent  on  us 
to  declare,  likeas,  by  thir  presents  we  do  declare, 
that  by  this  our  compearance  we  do  not  subject 
the  liberties  of  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  or  the 
immediate  acts  of  our  miniMtr\',  to  the  judgment 
and  determination  of  a  civil  judicatory;  and 
declare  in  all  humility,  according  to  the  duty  we 
owe  to  our  Lord  and  Master  Jesus  Christ,  that 
his  ministers  are  not  convenable  for  the  imme- 
diate acts  of  their  ministry,  before  any  civil 
Judicatory';  and  that  we  d(»  compear  only  to 
make  our  Master's  interest  known,  and  lest  our 
not  compearing  should  be  reckoned  contempt. 
And  since,  bv  the  providence  of  our  God,  we 
are  brouglit  here,  we  do  earnestly  desire  and 
obtest,  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
whose  servants  we  are,  that  nothing  be  done 
prejudicial  to  the  liberties  of  this  kirk,  and  to 
the  standing  ministry  settled  therein.  Sub- 
scribed at  Edinburgh,  August  82,  1656. 

David  Dickson. 

Ma.  RoBsaT  Douglas. 

Mh.  Tuo.  Ga&vah. 


[book  I. 

Mr.  James  Hamilton,  nunister  at  EcfiiK 
burgh,  his  declinature  at  the  same  time:* 
from  which  it  is  plain,  that  as  Mr.  Guthrie 
takes  notice,  "  there  were  many  instances  of 
this  procedure  at  that  time  wdl  known.** 
And  great  numbers,  as  well  as  he,  mi^t  hare 
been  staged  upon  this  score  of  declining  dvil 
courts,  as  judges  of  doctrine,  and  ministerial 
actings.  Indeed  those  declinatures  in  the 
reasoning  and  Tery  phrases,  agree  so  much 
with  Mr.  Guthrie's,  that  one  would  think 
they  had  his  m  their  eye,  when  they  formed 
theirs. 

I  have  it  from  yery  good  hands,  that  when 
Mr.  Guthrie  met  with  his  lawyers  to  fom 
his  defences,  he  very  much  surprised  them  by 
his  exactness  in  our  Scots  law,  and  suggested 
several  things  to  be  added,  which  had  escaped 
his  advocates.  Sir  John  Nisbet  expren- 
ed  himself  upon  this  head  to  those  I  have  it 
from,  to  this  purpose.  "  If  it  had  been  in 
the  reasoning  part,  or  in  consequences  from 
scripture  and  dndnity,  I  would  have  won- 


*  Mr.  James  Hamilton's  Dee^inaiure  it  the 
:  same  time. 

Forasmuch  as  I  am  brouf ht  before  yoa»  thi 
:  sheriff  of  Mid  Lothian,  to  answer  in  matter  of  the 
'  discharge  of  my  ministerial  function,  the  jud|;iDC 
whereof,  in  the  first  instance,  is  only  comprtat 
to  the  officers  and  judicatories  of  the  lurk  «f 
;  Christ,  our  Lord  and  Master,  according  to  the 
order  and  government  of  this  kirk,  wamntHl 
bv  the  word  of  God,  arknowled{(ed  and  fst»- 
blished  by  many  dvil  and  ecclesiastical  Itwii 
and  peaceably  possessed  and  enjoyed  these  msaj 
vears,  to  the  preservation  whereof  this  naliw  is 
bound,  as  by  many  obligations,  so  by  the  natiunil 
I  covenant,  and  both  nations  are  obliged  therrtn 
.  by  the  first  article  of  the  league  and  covenant :  I 
:  therefore,  being  in  this  case  called  to  give  testi- 
!  mony  for  that  interest,  not  out  of  any  worldly 
I  design  or  wilful  obstinacy,  but  (my  wltnesi 
being  on  high)  out  of  zeal  to  the  glory  of  Cod, 
conscience  of  the  oaths  of  God,  love  to  the  pre- 
cious liberties  of  the  kirk  of  Chrbt  within  tUs 
kingdom,  which  are  dearer  to  me  than  my  Ufe* 
fear  of  being  found  accessory  to  the  betrayine 
the  Interests  of  Christ  to  the  power  of  men,  and 
desire  to  be  found  faithful  in  the  day  of  bv 
accounts  to  the  p-eat  Shepherd  of  souls,  aoconC- 
ing  to  the  landable  examples  of  our  worthy  pr»> 
decessors,  and  of  other  reformed  kirka^  m  the 
like  case,  am  necessitate  to  give  thia  testimony, 
against  the  subordinating  the  privilesca  given  16 
the  officers  and  government  of  tbo  Urk  of  Jcsos 
Christ,  on  whose  shoulders  the  government  of 
his  house  lieth,  unto  the  will  and  power  of  men; 
and  do  hereby  decline  your  judgment,  as  no  ways 
competent  in  these  matten,  my  apptaranoe  be^ 
fore  you  being  only  to  give  a  reason  of  my 
actions,  for  clnring  and  vlDdieatlDg  them,  xny 
ministry,  and  myMif  firom  all  ui\juat  MpcnioDs. 
\  Jas.  Hamilton. 
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dered  the  less  he  had  given  us  some  help; 
hot  eren  in  the  matter  of  our  own  profession, 
our  Btatntcs  and  acts  of  parliament,  he 
pointed  several  things  which  had  escaped  us.*' 
I  am  likewise  told,  that  the  day  before  hb 
firrt  appearing  in  parliament,  he  sent  a  copy 
of  his  speech  just  now  inserted,  to  Sir  John 
and  the  rest  of  his  lawyers,  at  least  of  the 
reasoning  and  law  part  of  it,  and  they  could 
meod  nothing  in  it. 

The  giving  in  his  defences,  and  the  advo- 
cate's considering  of  them,  took  up  some 
weeks,  until  the  1 1th  of  April,  when  I  find 
him  again  before  the  parliament,  and  his  pro- 
cess is  read  over  the  first  time.  Whereupon 
he  had  a  most  moving  speech,  which  lik&- 
deserves  a  room  here. 
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Jfr.  GutJkrie*t  apeeeh  in  parliamefUy  immc' 
diaiefy  after  the  reading  of  hit  proceu, 
April  llth,  1661. 

**  My  Lord  Chancellor, 

**  I  did,  at  my  first  appearance  before  his 
miyesty's  commissioner,  and  this  honourable 
court  of  parliament,  give  an  account  of  my 
accession  to  the  particulars  contained  in  the 
hidictment,  and  of  the  grounds  and  reasons 
thereof;  1  have  now  done  it  more  fiilly  in 
my  defences  and  duplies  to  the  replies  given 
bjmy  lord  advocate;  in  all  which  I  have 
dealt  ingenuously  and  without  shifting,  hold- 
ing it  the  duty  of  a  christian,  especially  of  a 
■wi«i«»gr  of  the  gospel,  in  the  matter  of  his 
doty  and  calling,  so  to  do.  I  have  now  only 
to  add  these  few  words. 

*  I  hope  I  have  made  it  sufficiently  to  ap- 
por,  that  what  I  have  spoken,  written,  or 
acted  in  this  matter,  was  fiY>m  no  malicious 
or  ainistrous  end  or  intention  against  his 
mjestys  person  or  government,  but  from  a 
principle  of  true  piety  towards  God,  and  true 
hytHty  towards  his  majesty :  as  I  have  de- 
BODsbrated  those  from  the  tenor  of  my  car- 
lii^  and  actings,  so  have  I  herein  confi- 
dence towards  God,  and,  in  the  persuasion  of 
die  integrity  of  my  soul  in  this  particular, 
nay,  with  a  good  conscience,  not  only  make 
ttb  declaration  before  your  lordships,  but 
also  hazard  to  step  into  eternity. 

*  Next,  my  lord,  I  hope  I  have  made  it 
ippoar  that  beudes  the  conformity  my  ac- 


cession to  these  things  hath  with  |^. 
the  word  of  God,  so  they  have  a 
foundation  in  the  national  covenant,  and  in 
the  solemn  league  and  covenant,  the  obliga- 
tion whereof  I  dare  not  but  profess  to  own 
as  binding  and  standing  on  those  kingdoms ; 
and  that  they  are  agreeable  to  the  actings 
of  public  authority  before  the  English  their 
invading  of  this  nation,  to  the  canons  of  the 
church,  laws  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  public 
declared  judgment  both  of  church  and  state 
before  those  times.  And,  my  lord,  if  this 
will  not  plead  an  oblivion  and  indemnity  for 
me,  but  that,  notwithstanding  of  all  this,  I 
shall  be  judged  a  seditious  person  and  trai- 
tor, not  only  shall  the  whole  church  and 
kingdom  of  Scotland  be  involved  in  the  guilt 
of  sedition  and  treason,  and  few  or  none 
have  any  security  for  their  lives,  honours, 
and  estates,  further  than  the  king's  mercy 
doth  give,  but  also  a  very  dangerous  founda- 
tion shall  be  laid  in  time  to  come,  for  men 
of  differing  judgmeniM,  upon  every  emerging 
revolution,  to  prosecute  the  worsted  party 
unto  death,  notwithstanding  they  have  the 
public  authority,  and  the  laws  then  standing, 
to  plead  in  defence  of  their  actings. 

"  I  know,  my  lord,  it  lieth  on  the  spirits 
of  some  as  a  prejudice  against  me,  that  I  am 
supposed  to  have  been  a  chief  instrument 
and  ringleader  in  those  declarations,  laws, 
canons,  and  public  actings  of  the  kirk  and 
kingdom,  which  I  do  now  plead  in  my  own 
defence.    I  shall  not  say  that  this  hath  any 
rise  from  any,  who,  to  lighten  their  own  bur- 
den, would  increase  mine,  holding  that  un- 
worthy of  any  man  of  an  ingenuous  spirit, 
and  most  unworthy  of  a  Christian.    As  I 
charge  no  man  in  particular,  with  accession 
to  any  of  those  things,  so,  as  for  myself,  I 
do  for  the  truth's  sake  ingenuously  acknow- 
ledge, that  throughout  the  whole  course  of 
my  life,  I  have  studied  to  be  serious,  and 
not  to  deal  with  a  slack  hand  in  what  I  did 
look  upon  as  my  duty ;  and  yet,  my  lord, 
lest  I  should  attribute  to  myself  what  is  not 
due  to  me,  I  must,  for  staining  of  pride  and 
vain  glory,  say,  I  was  not  honoured  to  be  of 
those  who  laid  the  foundation  in  this  kirk 
and  kingdom.     I  am  not  ashamed  to  give 
glory  to  God,  in  acknowledging  that  until  the 
year  1638,  Iwas  Ucs^w^  oX\v«  «x«^^^\^ 
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cover  me  out  of  the  Bnare  of  prelacy, 
ceremonies,  and  the  service  book,  and  a  little 
thereafter  put  me  into  the  ministry.  Yet  I 
never  jiidg;e  myself  worthy  to  be  accounted 
a  rin^eader  in  any  of  these  superstructures 
of  that  blessed  work,  there  being  agreat  many 
elder  for  years,  and  more  eminent  for  piety, 
parts,  prudence,  faithfulness,  and  zeal,  whom 
I  did  reverence  and  give  precedency  to  in 
those  things. 

*  It  may  also,  my  lord,  haply  be,  and  a  little 
I  have  been  informed  of  it,  that  besides  any 
thing  contained  in  the  indictment,  there  be 
some  other  things  that  bear  weight  upon  the 
spirits  of  some  of  the  members  of  this  house, 
from  some  reports  that  have  passed  of  my 
carriage  towards  his  majesty's  royal  fiither, 
towards  himself,  and  some  others.  As  to 
those  things,  my  lord,  if  there  be  any  thing 
of  that  kind,  I  do  most  humbly  and  seriously 
b^  and  I  think  I  may  most  justly  expect, 
both  in  order  to  justice,  and  to  the  peace  of 
their  own  consciences,  that  seeing  they  have 
no  proof  of  it,  but  at  least  have  taken  it  upon 
information,  that  they  would  altogether  lay 
it  aside,  and  lay  no  wdght  upon  it ;  or  else, 
before  they  g^ve  judgment  of  me,  they  would 
let  me  know  of  it,  and  allow  me  a  fidr  hear- 
ing upon  it ;  and  if  I  cannot  vindicate  myself, 
let  me  bear  the  weight  of  it. 

^  In  the  next  place,  my  lord,  knowing 
that  it  is  wondered  at  by  not  a  few  of  the 
members  of  this  parliament,  that  I  should 
stand  to  my  own  justification  in  those  things 
whereof  I  am  challenged,  and  that  this  is 
looked  upon  as  a  piece  of  peremptory  and 
wilful  humour,  which  if  I  pleased  I  might 
easily  lay  aside :  my  lord,  I  humbly  beg  so 
much  charity  of  all  that  hear  me,  as  to  think  j 
that  I  have  not  so  far  lef^  the  exercise  of  all 
conscience  towards  Gk>d,  and  of  all  reason 
towards  myself  and  my  dearest  relations  in 
the  world,  as  upon  deliberation  to  hazard,  if 
not  cast  away  both  my  life  and  soul  at  once. 
Gkxi  knows,  it  is  not  my  humour,  but  con- 
science that  sticks  with  me ;  and  could  I  lay 
it  aside,  and  not  sin  against  Ood,  and  dis- 
semble with  men,  by  professing  or  confessing 
what  I  think  not,  I  should  not  stand  in  the 
defence  of  one  of  those  things  for  the  minute 
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to  tbe  €k>d  of 
truth,  searched  the  word  of  God,  and  con- 
sulted the  ju4gnient  and  practice  of  the  re- 
formed churche^  especially  our  own  nnoe 
the  reformation  frtxn  popery,  and  the  wri^ 
ings  of  many  sound  and  orthodox  cfivino, 
and  hanng  frequently  convened  with  the 
godly  ministry,  and  praying  people  of  this 
nation,  and  tried  the  pulse  6f  their  spiriti 
anent  the  national  covenant,  and  solemn 
league  and  covenant,  the  particulars  ood- 
tained  in  them,  and  the  superstructures  that 
have  b^en  builded  upon  them,  and  anent  on 
and  duty,  and  the  power  of  the  dvfl  mi^ 
trate  in  matters  ecclesiastical;  I  find  my 
practice  and  profession  anent  these,  agra- 
able  to  all  those,  and  therefore  cannot  reckoo 
my  light  for  humour  and  delusion,  but  murt 
hold  it  fitft,  till  better  guides  be  g^ven  meto 
follow. 

**  My  lord,  m  the  last  place  Ishall humbly 
beg,  that,  having  brought  so  pregnant  snd 
clear  evidence  from  the  word  of  God,  lo 
much  di^dne  reason  and  human  laws,  and  lo 
much  of  the  conunon  practice  of  kirk  snd 
kingdom  in  my  own  defence,  and  being  already 
cast  out  of  my  ministry,  out  from  my  dwdHi^ 
and  maintenance,  myself  and  fiunily  put  to 
live  on  the  charity  of  others,  having  now  suf- 
fered eight  months'  imprisonment,  your  lord- 
ships would  put  no  further  burden  upon  me. 
I  shall  conclude  with  the  words  of  the  pro- 
phet Jeremiah, '  Bdiold,  I  am  m  your  hands,' 
saith  he,  '  do  to  me  what  seemeth  good  to 
you :  I  know  for  certain  that  the  Lord  hadi 
commanded  me  to  speak  all  those  things, 
and  that  if  you  put  me  to  death,  you  shall 
bring  innocent  blood  on  yourself^  and  upon 
the  inhabitants  of  this  dty.' 

"  My  lord,  my  conscience  I  cannot  sob* 
nrit,  but  this  old  crazy  body  and  mortal  fledi 
I  do  submit,  to  do  with  it  whataoever  yoa 
will,  whether  by  death,  or  banishment,  or 
imprisonment,  or  any  thing  else ;  only  I  be- 
seech you  to  ponder  well  what  profit  there 
is  in  my  blood :  it  is  not  the  extinguishing 
me  or  many  others,  that  will  extinguish  the 
covenant  and  work  of  reformation  since  the 
year  1638.  My  blood,  bonds^  or  banish- 
ment will  contribute  more  for  the  propaga- 
tion of  those  things,  than  my  life  or  liberty 


of  an  hour:   bat,  my  lord,  having,  wi^\coo\d  ^^xI^lck^I  herald  live  many  year^ 
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I  wish  to  flBf  lord  oomminBoner  his  grace, 
and  to  all  your  lerdships,  the  spirit  of  judg- 
meat,  wiadom,  and  underatandiiig,  and  the 
of  the  Lord,  that  you  may  judge  righte- 
jo^gment,  in  which  you  may  have  glory, 
die  king  honour  and  happiness,  and  your- 
■ehres  peace  in  the  day  of  your  accounts." 
.  This  singuhur  and  most  affecting  speech 
had  Tery  little  weight  m  the  house,  by  what 
■4g^t  have  been  expected  from  the  native 
doqnence,  close  dealing  with  their  reason 
and  consciences,  and  the  full  removal  of  all 
that  could  be  even  insinuate  against  this  holy 
man,  contained  in  it ;  yet  it  had  influence 
apoQ  a  good  many  of  the  members,  who  re- 
tired after  he  had  ended,  and  declared  one 
to  anodier  at  their  coming  out  of  the  house, 
tbcy  would  haye  nothing  to  do  with  the 
blood  of  this  righteous  man.  I  could  name 
aobleoien,and  no  presbyterians  either,  who, 
after  hearing  BIr.  Guthrie  till  he  ended,  not 
only  came  out  themselves,  but  prevailed  with 
tome  of  their  friends  to  go  with  them,  from 
the  strong  convictions  rdsed  in  them  of  his 
innocency,  by  this  melting  speech;  than 
vluch  I  have  seen  little  in  our  modem  mar- 
tymo^ea,  that  comes  so  fidly  up  to  the 
ipologies  of  tne  primitive  martyrs  and  con- 
ftHors,  for  themselves  and  the  cause  they 
nftredfor. 

But  his  judges  were  determined  to  go  on, 
ad  in  a  very  little  time,  that  same  diet, 
thoqg^  in  a  thin  house,  the  relevancy  of 
the  indictment  was  sustained,  and  he  found 
Ule  to  incur  die  pains  and  penalties  in  the 
Mti  of  parliament,  specified  in  the  several 
utidesof  his  dittay.  I  do  not  find  the  day 
cf  his  execution  named,  till  the  28th  of 
Mij,  when  the  parliament,  afler  the  marquis 
cf  Argyle's  execution,  ordain,  **  BIr.  James 
Ondirie  and  WHliam  Giffim,  or  Oovan,  to 
be  hanged  at  the  cross  of  Edinburgh,  Satur- 
4y  June  Ist,  and  the  head  of  the  first  to  be 
iCzed  on  the  Nether  Bow,  his  estate  to  be 
ttnfiiiratP,  and  his  arms  torn,  and  the  head 
«f  the  second  upon  the  West  Port  in  the 
dty  of  Edmburg^." 

It  was  resolved  that  this  excellent  minis- 
ter should  fiill  a  sacrifice  to  private  personal 
^kfoe,  as  the  marquis  of  Argyle  was  said  to 
ba  to  a  more  exalted  revenge.  I  am  told 
the  mam^gers  had  no  small  debates  what  his 
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sentence  should  be.  BIr.  Guthrie 
was  dealt  with,  by  some  (sent)  from 
some  of  them,  to  retract  what  he  had  done 
and  written,  and  to  join  in  with  the  present 
measures ;  and  he  vras  even  ofiered  a  bishop- 
ric The  other  side  were  in  no  hazard  in 
making  the  experiment,  for  they  might  be 
assured  of  his  firmness  in  his  principles. 
A  bishopric  was  a  veiy  small  temptation  to 
him,  and  the  commissioner  improved  his  in« 
flexibleness,  and  insbted  to  haye  his  life 
taken,  to  be  a  terror  to  others,  and  that  they 
might  have  the  less  opposition  m  erecting 
of  prelacy.  Thus  a  sentence  of  death  was 
passed  upon  him,  for  his  accession  to  the 
Causes  of  God's  Wrath,  his  writing  the  Peti- 
tion last  year,  and  the  IVotestations  above 
mentioned ;  matters  done  a  good  many  years 
ago,  and  when  done,  not  at  all  insisted  on 
by  the  king  himself,  and  ever^  way  agreeable 
to  the  word  of  Gk>d,  and  principles  and  prac- 
tice of  this  and  other  churches,  and  the  laws 
of  the  kingdom.* 

Since  the  writing  of  what  is  above,  I  have 
lately  had  access  to  all  the  original  papers 


*■  Burnet  nyi,  "  hit  dedining,  the  Ung't  au- 
thority to  judge  of  hit  ■ermoni,  and  hit  protett- 
ing  for  remedy  of  law  againtt  blm,  and  the  late 
aeditiout  paper,  |aa  he ia  pleated  to  ttyle  the  peti- 
tion of  the  preceding  year]  were  the  mattert  ob- 
jected to  him.  He  waa  a  retolute  and  ttiff  man ; 
to  when  hit  lawyert  offered  him  ]eg^  defence^ 
he  would  not  be  adriaed  by  them,  but  retolved  to 
take  hit  own  way.  He  oonfetaed  and  joatiiied 
all  that  he  had  done  aa  agreeing  to  the  principlea 
and  praetieea  of  the  ki»,  who  had  aatolea  all 
along,  that  the  doctrine  daUvercd  in  their  aeru 
m<Hi8  did  not  fiiU  under  the  cognizance  of  the 
temporal  courta  till  it  waa  flrtt  judged  by  the 
church,  for  which  he  brought  much  tedious 
proof.**  The  biahop,  however,  ia  candid  enough 
to  add,  though  contrary  to  the  aaaertlona  of  tome 
of  hit  epiaoopal  frienda,  that  **  he  gave  no  ad- 
vantage to  thote  who  withed  to  have  tayed  him 
by  the  leaat  itep  towardt  any  tubmittion,  but 
much  to  the  contrary.  I  taw  him  vaffer.  He 
waa  to  far  from  thomng  any  fear,  that  he  rather 
ezpretted  a  contempt  of  deaUi.  He  tpoke  an 
hour  upon  the  ladder  with  the  compgeedpeta  of 
one  that  waa  deliyering  a  aermon  rather  than 
hia  hut  wordt.  He  juttified  all  he  had  done, 
and  exhorted  all  people  to  adhere  to  the  covenant, 
which  he  magnified  highly.'*  Hltt.  of  hit  Own 
Time^ToL  L  pp.  180,  181. 

M'Kenzie,  though  he  repeata  the  fooliah  atorr 
of  hia  being  willing  to  have  taved  hia  life  by  tob- 
mitdon,  from  which  he  waa  driven  by  the  up- 
braiding of  ladiet,  ftc.  kc  tavt,  **  It  waa  to  be 
regretted,  that  a  more  tractaUe  and  quiet  perton 
had  not  Uie  keeping  of  hit  great  parte  and  car- 
riage, for  he  wat  both  the  tecretary  and  cham- 
pion of  hit  party.**    Hist,  of  Scotland,  pp.  60^  61.. 
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1661  '^^^^  ^^  ^^*  ^^"c's  process, 
yet  rcmuning  at  Edinburgh  among 
the  warrants  in  the  parliament  house,  and 
have  for  the  readcr*8  satisfaction,  added  in  a 
note,  Mr.  Guthrie's  indictment,  his  defences, 
and  the  minutes  of  the  criminal  process. 
The  advocates'  replies,  and  Mr.  Guthrie's 
duplies  are  likewise  before  me,  but  they  arc 
so  large  that  I  have  not  insert  them,  since, 
as  far  as  I  can  judge,  the  state  of  this  pro- 
cess is  fully  and  at  length  enough  contained 
in  the  indictment  and  defences,  given  below.  * 


*  Indictment  against  Mr.  James  Guthrif, 
Februaij  7th,  1661. 

^fr.  James  Guthrie^  sometime  minister  at 
Stirling,  you  are  indicted  smd  ncruiM'd,  and  are 
to  answer  at  the  instance  ol'  Sir  John  Fletcher, 
kuiKht,  his  miyesty's  advocatPf  for  his  mnjesty's 
Intei'est,  that  whereas  by  the  laws  of  God,  of 
nations,  and  of  all  well  governed  realms,  the 
C:)mmon  law,  municipal  law,  acts  of  parliament, 
aiid  practick  of  this  tilsi  uu^esty's  ancient  king- 
dom, especially  by  the  first  act,  18th  parliament 
of  king  James  Vl.  of  blntsed  memory,  and  by 
several  other  acts  of  parliament,  holden  by  his 
mijcMty^s  royal  predecessors,  all  his  majesty*^ 
go  id  and  loyal  sul]|jects  are  bound  and  obliged 

Srpetually  to  acknowledge,  obey,  maintain,  and 
■tend,  and  advance  the  life,  honour,  safety, 
•iignity,  sovereign  authority  and  prerof^ativc 
royal  ut  their  sovereign  lord  and  king's  mnjesty, 
their  hcin  and  successors,  and  privileges  of  their 
thnme,  with  their  lives,  lands,  and  goods,  to  the 
utmost  of  their  power,  constantly  and  faithfully 
to  withstand  idl  and  whatsomever  persons,  pow- 
ers, or  estates,  who  shall  presume,  press,  or 
intend  any  ways  to  impugn,  prejudge,  hurt,  or 
impair  the  same,  and  shall  no  wbvs  intend, 
attempt,  enact,  or  do  any  thing  to  the  violittion, 
hurt,  derogation,  impairing,  prejudice  of  his 
majesty's  sovereign  authority,  prerogative,  or 
privil^e  of  his  crown,  in  Any  point  or  part,  and 
whoever  does  in  tlie  ctmtrary,  to  be  punished  as 
traitors,  and  forfeit  their  honours,  lives,  lands, 
and  goods :  likeus,  by  the  1 89th  act  of  king  James 
VI.  parliament  Hth,  up<m  some  treasonable* 
seditious,  and  contumelious  speeches  uttered  in 
pulpits,  schools,  and  otherwise,  to  the  disdain 
And  repriMich  of  his  migesty's  pr<^enitors  and 
council,  some  persons  being  called  before  his 
mnjesty  and  his  council,  did  contemptuously 
decline  hin  and  their  hidgment  in  th:it  l>phalf ; 
hU  lOHJesty  and  his  three  estates  in  parliament 
did  ratify,  approve,  and  perpetually  confirm  the 
royal  jMiwer  and  authority  over  all  states,  as  well 
spirituiil  as  temporal,  within  this  realm,  in  the 
pierson  of  the  king's  raajerty,  their  sovereign  lord, 
IiiN  heirs  and  succeHsors,  and  did.  statute  and 
ordain,  thut  his  mdjesty,  his  said  6eirs  and  suc- 
cesJMjrs,  by  themselves  and  their  council,  were, 
and  in  time  to  come  should  he  judges  competent 
to  all  persons  his  majesty's  subjects  of  whatsoever 
estate,  degree,  function,  or  C4indition  that  ever 
they  may  be  of,  spiritual  or  temporal,  in  all 
matters  wherein  they  or  any  of  them  shall  be 
apprehended,  summoned,  orVhnrged  to  answer 
to  Bach  thiagu  ua  shall  be  inquired  of  thera  by 
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One  who  attended  Mr.  Guthrie  in  iht 
prison,  and  during  the  whole  of  his  tml, 
tells  me,  that  day  he  received  his  sentence, 
he  was  removed  from  the  bar  to  the  outer 
house,  and  in  a  hurry  of  soldiers,  pursui- 
vants, servants,  and  such  ]3ke,  until  the  deik 
wrote  his  sentence,  and  he  well  enou^  knew 
the  house  were  ddnting  about  the  disposal 
of  his  body ;  yet  this  extraordinary  penei, 
as  afterwards  he  owned,  never  felt  more  of 
the  sensible  presence  of  God,  sweet  intii» 
tions  of  peace,  and  real  manifestations  of  tbe 


I 

t- 

r 
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his  mi^eaty  and  his  said  cooDcil,  and  that  dom 
of  them  who  shall  h^pen  to  be  apprehendd. 
called,  or  summoned  to  the  effect  afomaid,  piv- 
sume,  or  take  upon  hand  to  decline  the  judpMS 
of  bin  majesty,  his  heirs  or  succeaaora,  or  tluir 
council,  in  the  premises,  under  the  pain  of  tx«ar 
aou.     As  also  by  the  I34th  act,  parliament  8di. 
the  lOth  act  of  the  10th  parliament,  thcSngth 
act,  parliament  lith,  king  James  VI.  of  Nosfl 
memory,  it  is  statute  and  <vdained  by  his  sud 
mnjesty  avid  three  estates  in   parlinnientf  tttf 
none  of  his   subjects  (of  whatsoever  dcgit^ 
function,  or  quality,*)  in  time  coming,  shall  yn' 
sume  or  take  upon  nand,  privately  or  pubhrhi^ 
in  sermons,  derlamatlons,  or  familiar  conlcrenc«% 
to  utter  any  false,  slanderous,  or  untrue  speeches 
to  the  disuuiu,  reproach,  contempt  of  his  n^ 
jesty,  his  council,  and  proceediiu^  or  to  thp 
disliouour,  hurt,  and  prejudice  or  his  majes^i 
his  pnrents  and  pn^enitors,  or  to  meddle  In  tas 
affairs  of  his  majesty  and  hia  estates,  pRscnw 
bygone,  and  in  time  coming,  under  the  pains 
contained  in  the  acts  of  parliament  madeagaiaa 
makers  and  tellers  of  leaaings :  and  that  whoso- 
ever hears  anv  such  slanders,  and  reports  not 
the  same  with  dili;rence,  the  like  pains  shouM 
be  exei*uted  agaiubt  them  with  all  rigour,  as  it 
more  length  is  contained  in  the  said  acts.     And 
a]s(>,  by  tne  act  of  the  S6th  day  of  Norembcr, 
KkVO  years,  passed  by  his  majesty  and  his  oob- 
mittee  of  estates,  thereafter  ratihed  upon  the  4th 
day  of  Juno,  1G51  years,  by  his  migesty  and  hb 
estates  of  parliament,  a  paper  called  a  remoiw 
stranrc,  presented  to  the  said  committee  npo^ 
the  S2d  day  of  October,  and  insisted  upon  there- 
after upon  the  19th  day  of  November,  1650,  was 
declaretl  to  lie  scandalous  and  iniurious  to  kip 
m-'ijesty's  person,  prejudicial  to  his  authority, 
dishonourable  to  his  Kingdom,  holding  forth  thr 
seeds  of  division,  strengthening  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  and   weakening    the    hands    of  manr 
hon<^  men :  and  also  by  the  I  Slot  act  of  the  bio 
parliament  of  king  James  VI.  it  is  atatutc  and 
ordained    by  his  said  majesty   and    his    three 
estates,  that  none  of  his  mi^esty'a  aulijecta,  of 
whatsomever  quality,  estate,  or  function  tb^  be 
of,  spiritual  or  temporal,  presume  or  take  upoa 
hand,  to  convocate,  convene,  or  assemble  them- 
selves together,  for  holding  of  councils,  conveo- 
tions,  Or  assemblies,  to  treat,  ctmfrult,  or  dettf- 
minate  in  any  matter  of  estate,  civil  or  ecrlojas- 
tical,  (except  in  tlte  ordinary  judicatoriea)  with- 
out his  majesty's  special  commandment,  or  es- 
press  license  had  and  obtained  to   that  effrii. 
under  the  pains  ordained  by  the  laws  and  arU 


ir.]  OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND. 

yre  and  favour,  than  at  this  very 
len  in  that  outward  confuaion :  and 
lUed  in,  received  his  sentence  with 


Dent,  of^nat  auch  as  unlawfully  cmiiro. 
'naiesty'a  fr««  lien^es.  Neverthelem  it  ia 
,  that  you  the  aaid  Mr.  James  Guthrie, 
dd  aside  all  fear  of  God,  lojralty  to  his 
Tonr  sovereign  lord  and  king,  natural 
I  affectiou  to  your  country  and  coun- 
respect  and  obedience  to  the  laws  of  all 
■med  realms,  the  common  law,  and  the 
tutes,  acts  of  parliament,  and  praetick 
a  m^esty's  ancient  kingdom,  and  having 
ly  and  traitorously  intended  and  pnr- 
e  eradicating  and  subrerting  the  funda- 
oiremment  of  this  his  majesty's  ancient 
»  at  least  the  enerrating,  yiolating,  dero- 
ir  impairing  the  soyereign  authority, 
Rraoatiye,  and  priyile^e  of  his  majesty's 
did,  for  rai»i ug  division  amongst  his 
and  sedition  a^nst  his  majesty's  per- 
nlCy,  authority,  and  privilege  of  his 
uifC  so  far  as  m  you  lay,  the  alienating 
fieetionn,  and  brangling  the  lo]ralty  and 
e  of  his  migesty's  pe«iple,  to  the  great 
:ement  and  advancement  of  the  designs 
mpCs  of  that  bloody  usurper,  Oliyer 
11,  and  bringing  of  his  majesty,  and  his 
and  your  native  country  in  subjection 
idage  under  him,  contrive,  complot, 
CQunilt,  draw  up,  frame,  invent,  spread 
nr  disperse,  speak,  preach,  declaim,  or 
vers  and  sundry  vile,  seditious,  and 
lie  remonstrances,  declarations,  peti- 
itmctions,  letters,  speeches,  preachmgn, 
roti> ,  and  other  expressions  tending  to 
fing  and  contemnmg,  slander  and  re- 
f  his  majesty,  his  progenitors,  his  per- 
festy,  dignity,  authority,  prerc^tive 
id  government,  not  only  within  this  his 
kliQ^om  of  Scotland,  but  also  in  his 
\  kingdoms  of  England  and  Ireland  ; 
id  hear  ar.d  conceal,  and  not  reveal  the 
ids  majestjr,  nor  to  any /»f  his  judges  or 
nentloned  in  the  siUd  acts  of  parliament ; 
did  aid  and  abet,  or  was  art  and  part 
or  of  one  or  other  of  them,  in  so  far  as, 
cruel  bloody  usurper,  Oliver  Cromwell, 
secomplicps,  had  most  barbarously  and 
aurdered  his  majesty's  royal  fkther,  of 
led  memory,  their  dread  sovereign  and 
I  his  majesty's  arrival  to  this  his  ancient 
from  foreign  parts,  after  a  most  tedious 
gerous  voyage  at  sea,  and  after  that 
ms  usurper,  in  pursuance  ot  hij  horrid 
unable  designs,  for  hindering  his  ma- 
nherit  that  his  just  and  lawfiu  right  to 
rn  of  the  said  kingdom,  had,  with  an 
aecCaries,  invaded  the  same;  and  that 
nighty  had  been  pleased  to  blast  and 
his  majesty's  first  endeavours  for  op- 
Is  said  treasonable  invasion,  by  suffering 
ity*s  armim  to  hll  and  flee  before  him 
ar,  upon  the  8d  day  of  September,  1650 
P'irst,  yon  immediately  thereafter  did 
ind  draw  up  a  paper,  commonly  called 
•monstrance,"  and  presented,  or  caused 
the  same  to  his  majesty's  committee  of 
(  Perth,  upon  the  !Bd  day  of  October, 
most  treasonably  yon  utter  and  belch 
great  many  damnable  and  execrable 
ilandersy  and  reproaches  against  his 
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the  greatest  composure  and  cheer-  .g. . 
fulness. 


The  iniquity  of  this  sentence  appears  full? 


nu^tys  dearest  father,  of  eternal  memoir,  and 
others  his  majesty's  noUc  progenitors,  theur  per- 
sons, nu^jestv,  dignity,  authority,  and  govern- 
ment: andaiso,  you  not  only  diacliiim  his  ma- 
jesty's authority  over  vou,  and  disown  him  in  * 
the  exercise  of  his  royal  power  and  government, 
in  the  right  whereof  his  majesty  and  his  pre- 
decessors were  invested  by  God,  and  in  posses- 
sion by  a  series  of  one  hundred  and  eight  pro- 
genitors; but  also  moat  treasonably  repnmch 
others,  his  majesty's  good  subjects,  for  doing  the 
same,  and  most  impiouslv  held  forth,  that  the 
mala  and  great  cause  or  the  sufferings  of  his 
majesty's  people,  under  the  tyranny  and  oppm- 
sion  of  the  bloody  usurper,  is  the  owning  of  his 
majesty's  interest  in  this  his  ancient  kmgdom, 
and  the  purpose  of  restoring  his  mi^esty  to  hia 
throne  and  government  of  his  kingdom  of  Eng- 
land, from  which  most  wretchedly  and  godlessly 
you  aver,  that  his  majesty  was  most  justly 
removed ;  wherein  also  are  many  more  bitter  and 
ignominious  reflections,  seditious,  treacherous, 
and  treasonable  expressions,  tending  to  the  con- 
tempt and  disdain,  slander  and  reproach  of  his 
majesty,  his  progenitors  in  his  parson,  m^esty, 
dignity,  authority,  and  government,  as  at  more 
length  is  contained  in  the  said  malicious  paper, 
ana  which  is  here  repeated,  as  a  part  of  the  libeJ, 
brevitali$  eau$a.  Secondly,  After  it  had  pleased 
God  to  suffer  the  said  bloody  enemies  and  mur- 
derers of  his  majesty's  royal  fiith«r  so  far  to  pre- 
vail as  to  avoid  their  fury  and  cruelty,  his  ma- 
jesty was  necessitate  to  withdraw  himself  from 
his  dominions,  and  live  in  foreign  parts,  under 
great  difficulty  and  hardships,  (which  low  con- 
dition of  his  miyesty's,  mlffht  have  calmed  and 
quieted  the  wicked  and  mslicious  spirits  of  his 
majesty's  rebellious  subjects,  at  least  their  venom- 
ous and  viperous  tongues  and  pens)  not  the  lesa 
the  bitterness  and  insatiable  malice  of  vou  the 
said  Mr.  James  Guthrie,  was  such,  that  not 
satisfied  with  the  injuries  committed  by  you 
against  his  majesty's  person,  dignity  and  autho- 
rity, expressed  in  the  foresaid  ^per  of  remon- 
strance, you  did  contrive,  write,  compile,  and 
that  it  might  be  the  more  public,  and  follow  his 
mj^esty  beyond  seas,  and  defame  and  bring  him 
in  contempt  with  foreign  princes  and  states, 
caused  print,  in  anno  1653  years,  a  seditious  pam- 
phlet, called  **  The  Causes  of  God's  Wrath,'  not 
only  containing  all  the  former  injurious,  wick- 
ed, and  seditious  reflections  and  expressions, 
fully  set  down  In  the  foresaid  papers,  formerly 
condemned  by  act  of  parliament,  and  expressly 
relative  thereto,  but  also  many  more  malicious, 
ignominious,  dishonourabls,  and  treasonable 
passages,  at  length  set  down  in  the  said  pam- 
phlet, and  specially  in  the  flfth  and  sixth  articles 
thereof,  ana  enlargements  in  the  said  artidm. 
which  is  repeated  as  a  part  of  the  libel,  and 
which  being  considered  by  the  said  committee 
of  estates,  they  have  found  the  same,  by  their  act 
of  the  date  the  19th  day  of  September,  1660  years, 
of  so  high  and  treasonable  a  nature,  and  that  it 
deserves  publicly  to  be  burned  with  the  band  of 
the  hangman,  and  the  havers  and  users  thereof 
hereaft^  to  be  punished,  in  manner  as  at  more 
length  ia  expressed  in  the  said  act.  Thirdly, 
God,  in  his  great  merr^  tA  \i\a  xaa^caVs  axi^  \C\% 
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1^1    from  Ifr.  Outhrie*s  own  speeches 

already  inserted,  and  »  yeiy  wdl 

discoTered  by  a  feilow-tufierer  of  his  at  this 


THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  SUFFERINGS  [BOOK  I. 

time»  though  not  unto  Uood,  the  author  of 
the  Apologetical  Nairation,  in  his  fifth  m> 
tion.    Mr.  €huhrie  was  undoubtedly  one  of 


opprc— ed  kinfdomi,  haTing  woDderfully,  con- 
trary, and  in  teplte  of  all  the  wicked,  dainiiaUe» 
and  treaeonable  practices  and  machinatione  of 
yoo  and  vour  acoomplicee,  reatored  hie  m^etty 
again  to  his  j|uuit  and  lawful  inheritance,  at  to 
the  ezerciae  of  his  regal  power  and  authoritv  in 
all  hia  dominions,  in  peaceable  manner,  which 
so  wonderful  and  immediate  acting  of  dirine 
providence  might  have  Jostly  quieted  the  spirits 
of  all  his  mijesty*8  enemies,  and  hare  made  them 
acknowledge  the  dnftilness  of  their  former  ways 
and  courses,  and  that  God  was  displeased  theri»> 
with,  and  that  they  had  highlr  provoked  him 
Ihenbj,  and  have  made  them  walk  more  answer- 
able to  such  deliverances  and  meicies,  and  have 
behaved  themsdves  more  dutifully  and  obedloit- 
Iv  to  his  mijesty :  yet  the  evil  spirit  wherewith 
they  are  poaaeaaed,  prevails  so  in  them,  that  the 
more  th^  see  of  the  Lord's  appearances,  the 
more  they  are  hardened  in  their  Iwmer  wicked, 
malicious,  and  treasonable  designs  and  attempts  ; 
and  therefore  knowing,  that  without  great  naz- 
ard  to  themselves,  (now  when  theXord  has 
returned  the  hearts  and  affections  of  hb  mijes- 
ty*s  good  subjects  to  him)  they  durst  not  so 
openly  and  avowedly  act,  speak,  or  write  against 
hia  majesty,  hia  authority  or  government,  or  any 
waya  meddle  in  the  government,  aflUra,  or  estate 
of  Mther  hia  nu^raty'a  kingdoma,  aa  formerly 
they  have  done,  and  aa  is  mcnre  fully  tTprgaaed 
in  the  above  written  article;  you,  in  a  most 
aubtile  and  covered  manner,  under  the  pretext 
and  cover  of  piety,  loyalty,  and  zeal  for  religion, 
with  many  inainuating  expressions  of  your  Joy 
and  gladness  for  his  mi^esty's  restoration,  and 
your  good  wishes  for  him  m  time  coming,  did, 
by  way  and  in  the  dreaa  and  garb  of  an  humble 
petition  to  his  migesty,  not  only  moat  wickedly 
calumniate,  traduce,  and  asperse  his  migeaty 
with  dissimulation  and  peijury,  but  alao  most 
unwarrantably,  seditiously,  and  treasonably  re- 
flect upon  his  mi^mtv,  and  the  lawful  govern- 
ment and  order  of  his  church  and  estate  of 
England  and  Ireland,  and  of  his  miyesty's 
chi^l  and  family,  and  calling  him  to  alter  and 
invert  the  same,  and  most  groraly  encroach  upon 
his  migesty,  his  authority  and  prerogative,  in 
meddling  with  his  migesty's  affains  and  filling 
of  all  places  of  power  and  trust  under  his 
nugesty,  contrary  to  the  foresaid  laws  and  acts 
of  parliament,  as  is  more  fully  expressed  in  the 
said  pretended  petition,  which  is  here  repeated, 
brerilatis  cauaa,  as  a  part  of  the  libeL  Fourthly, 
Not  only  did  you  and  your  accomplices  convocate 
yourselves,  but  aluo  by  iiiuwive  letters,  commis- 
sions, and  inNtructions  drawn  up  by  you  at  the 
same  time,  you  did  frame  the  foremid  pretended 
petition,  did  presume  and  take  upon  you  to  con- 
vonUe  and  convene  his  majesty's  subjects  and 
1ie;;e<i,  whereby  it  in  evident  that  you  hare  not 
only  contravened  his  majesty's  foresaid  acts  of 
parliament,  made  against  unlawful  convocations 
of  hia  majesty's  lieges,  but  that  your  only  pur- 
pose and  intent  in  contriving  the  Nlanderous  and 
infamouH  pretended  petition,  wiis  to  publish  and 
disperse  the  same,  thereby  to  how  sedition 
amoii|(st  his  majesty's  subjects,  and,  so  far  as  in 
vou  lay,  to  render  his  mnjesty  and  government 
hateful  and  contemptible  to  them,   aa  if  his 


m^esty  intended  to  subvert  the  true  Protaft 
rehgion,  and  bring  in  popery  and  idataCiy 
amongst  thena.  Iflftbly,  Vou»  the  said  Mr. 
Jamas  Guthrie^  being  convened  befovs  hh 
migesty  and  committes  «f  estatea  at  Pcr^  li 
answer  for  some  seditions  and  unwaizantslli 
neeches  uttered  by  yon  in  your  mnkoa^  m 
&iriing,  and  otiicrways,  ssalnat  tila  mifjcsty,  hh 
authonty  and  laws,  and  aaving  appssicd,  jm 
most  oootsmptnoualy,  diaobsdiently,  and  tna» 
eronsly  did  dlsrJaim  and  decline  Us  mri(S^| 
and  hb  authority,  and  did  protsat  for  leaeds  d 
lawagainat  hia  m^esty,  for  a  prelendsd  prm^ 
■Ma,  as  you  term  it,  in  convening  yon  bsfslrs  hb 
mijeaty,  and  confining  yoo,  as  the  sams  M 
ben  contrary  to  tlM  lawa  of  God,  of  nature^  anl 
the  laws  of  the  Isnd,  the  right  and  privikgi  d 
his  mi^}eaty*s  aubjeeta,  as  is  more  fully  contaiBri 
in  two  protcstationa  given  in  and  aubaeribed  If 
you,  dated  in  Febrmvy,  1651  yeara,  i^ichan 
here  alao  repeated  aa  a  part  of  the  libel,  brcsJMb 
coacao.  And  further,  you,  the  aaid  Mr.  Jsmi^ 
sra  indicted  and  accuaed  for  liaving,  in  fifjill^ 
at  a  meeting  with  certain  miniateia  and  " 
eldera,  im  amno  IfiSO^  or  1051,  moat  treaa 
moved,  and  oflered  aa  your  ludgntcnt,  thai] 
maieaty  ahould  not  only  be  dmrred  tlie  sisn 
of  hia  royal  power,  but  that  hia  person  mightli 
aecured  and  impriaoned  within  the  csath  af 
Stirling ;  and  in  anawer  was  made  thoeSs  % 
some  of  the  said  number,  **  tluit  tliey  mUi  ■ 
well  proceed  to  the  taking  of  hia  life  aatSe  1» 
prisoning  of  his  person:**  yon  did  reply,  *< it  mi 
not  yet  seasonable,  nor  time  to  speak  to  that,  Wl 
that  it  was  neceaaary  to  do  the  one  beforsthi 
other." 

By  all  which  particulara  reapectire  absn 
expressed,  it  is  clearly  evinced,  that  you  wai 
author,  contriver,  deviser,  consulter,  aidviaa',* 
art  and  part  of  the  foreasid  crimea  of  traHi^ 
and  others  respective  above  libelled,  or  ens  « 
other  of  them,  in  manner  above  declared,  mi 
thereby  has  incurred  the  pains  and  punishsMSt 
of  high  treason,  and  others  cont^ned  in  the  Ism 
and  acts  of  parliament,  which  might  and 
be  inflicted  upon  you  with  all  rigour,  in 
to  others  in  all  time  coming. 

Edinburgh,  7th  February,  1G6I. 

The  lords  of  the  articles  having  heard,  sMlb 
and  considered  the  above  written  indictmoit  •■ 
treason,  do  appoint  the  same  to  be  given  up  to  UTi 
James  Guthrie,  to  be  seen  by  him,  and  to  anivtf 
against  Tuesday,  the  19th  of  this  instant. 

GLEKCAiaN, 

Cancdlariyst  I.  P.  D.  Art. 

Mr.  James  Guthrie's  Defences. 

'Uliereas  Mr.  James  Guthrie  is  indicted  bsfist 
my  lord  commissioner  his  grace,  and  the  thnt 
estates  of  parliament,  upon  sundry  partiralan 
alleged  to  l)e  seditious  and  treasonable ;  bs  b 
glad,  that  through  the  holy  and  good  providcnei 
of  God,  it  is  his  lot  to  plead  his  cause  not  befias 
strangers,  URurpers,  who,  as  they  were  not  s^ 
quainted  with  the  doctrine  and  laws,  and  At 
estate  of  the  affairs  of  thin  church  and  kingdaaw 
so  have  they  not  just  title  or  claim  to  exerciM 
any  power  or  jurisdiction  in  ur  over  tlis  same^  bat 


:hap.  u.[]  of  the  church  of  Scotland. 

be  most  eminent  of  the  ministGn  of  the 
^urth  at  this  tim^  and  of  the  protesting 
my;  and  all  of  tliat  set  were  now  bated  and 


Aire  %n  honoumble  cooit  of  parliiiinnit  of  his 
m  nation,  well  acqumintcd  with  the  laws  of 
la  kingdom,  and  bred  up  in  the  doctrine  and 
ofcwon  of  the  church,  and  culled  and  couu- 
■anrH  by  his  nujeaty,  whose  native  and  juKt 
le  to  tb«  crown  of  these  kingdoms,  an  he  did 
■r  afdknowledge,  so  doth  he  blesu  God  for  the 
ssui  isllnn  of  his  person,  and  for  removing  out 
the  way  these  usurping  powers  that  hinucre«l 
•  azcKue  of  his  government,  and  prays  that 
I  tkiwie  maj  be  establiNhed  in  righteousness 
cr  theae  nations,  that  the  Lord's  people  under 
Bi  may  live  a  quiet  and  peaceable  life,  in  all 
dllaesa  and  honesty.  The  defemler  is  glad  alMs 
■t  among  the  laws  mentioned  in  the  proposi- 
n  of  hi*  indictment,  the  law  of  Gud  is  set  in 
i  Ant  room,  that  being  the  sovereign  and 
pi«niie  law  which  is  the  fountain  and  source 
■11  other  laws,  according  to  which  they  are  to 

■qnared,  and  there  being  an  express  act  of 
rliament,  James  VI.  parliament  Ist,  cap.  3d, 
uraby  all  laws  and  statutes  made  against  uod*s 
Ij  'word,  are  declared  to  be  void  and  null  in 
maelves;  a  law  well  iMneeming,  and  most 
Kthy  of  a  christL-in  king  and  kiug«lom  :  there- 
ret  the  defender  dutli  humbly  expect  that  judg- 
iDt  shall  be  given  of  him,  and  of  his  pruceed- 
|i  by  thi»  law,  especinlly  as  bv  that  whirh  is 
3«ft  perfect  and  absolute,  aii<t  in  confidence 
not*  comes  to  his  defences. 
And  allfves,  first,  tlmt  there  can  be  no  process^ 
sm  this  libeC  till  the  act  of  the  committee  of 
tatcm  of  the  date  25th  of  November,  1650,  and 
e  act  of  parliament  whilk  is  lilxrlled  upon,  as 
tifying  the  same,  dated  24th  of  June,  1G51, 
•nt  the  paper  calleil  the  "  Remonstrance,"  be 
■irfwiMi  and  given  up  to  the  defender  to  see ; 
cause  albeit  printed  laws  allegari  dehent  nan 
tihari;  yet  wliatever  is  not  a  written  law, 
bother  acta,  decreets,  and  writings,  whereupon 
miiis  are  founded  as  they  must  be  produced 

the  judge,  and  not  alleged  only;  so  for  the 
warn  reason  they  must  be  given  up  to  the  party 

■M,  which  is  both  our  law  and  practick,  and 
NMsoant  to  common  law,  L\,§St  ff.de  tdendo ; 
«  edenda  sunt  omnia  qua  quia  apud  Judieem 
Himrus  e$t ;  that  its  whatever  the  party  pur- 
KT  is  to  produce  before  the  judge,  that  ought 
r  be  gWen  up  to  see  to  the  defender,  and  the 
•HHi  is  given  there,  and  /.  S,  cod.  eod,  to  wit, 
mt  the  defender  may  come  prejiared  to  make 
s  defence,  lliis  is  so  uncontroverted  that  it 
wds  be  confirmed  by  no  more  law.  But  so  it 
,  the  foresaid  acts  of  committee  of  estates  and 
oiiament,  anent  that  remonstrance  were  never 
'ioted,  and  therefore  ante  omnia  they  ought  to 
I  produced,  and,  before  they  be  produce,  no 
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persecuted  to  satisfy  Mr.  ShBrp*8    .g^. 

malicious  and  ambitioui  designs.  He 

had  likewise  been  a  steady  opposer  of  the 


Stewatdo.  Every  libel  ought  to  be  clear,  and 
Iminal  dittays  ought  to  be  most  clear.  I)am- 
•mI.  T.  S,  Ai.  ^  and  should  contain  no  ambi- 
dCy  nor  obscurity,  chap,  eon»tituli$  6.  JExtra 
Adig-  Dom.  and  therefore,  Libeiiut  criminalie 
geants,  parte  etism  nan  excipiente,  extenditur 
Mvo  Tti ;  that  is,  a  criminal  libel  that  is  obscure, 
extended  in  fiivours  of  the  defender,  though  he 
lonld  propound  no  defence  against  it.  Bead,  in 
.  tdiia  jf.  10,  C,  de  Edend,  and  other  doctors. 


But  so  it  is,  this  libel  is  indistinct  and  obscure, 
in  so  far  as  in  the  proposition  there  are  several 
different  acts  of  parliament  libelled  upon,  made 
upon  facts  of  divers  natures,  and  containing 
divers  pains;  and  in  the  snbsumpticm  different 
facts  and  alleged  crimes  falling  under  the  com- 
pass of  one  and  the  tame  law,  ought,  as  the 
defender  humbly  conceives,  to  have  ^n  libelled 
and  subsumed  immediately  after  the  same, 
whereby  the  defender  might  have  known  for 
contravention  of  what  law  by  every  fact  he  was 
convened,  whereancnt  he  is  left  now  in  an  un- 
certainty, and  therefore  the  libel  herein  is  uncer- 
tain and  obscure,  and  there  can  be  no  process 
thi'reupon. 

Tertio,  As  to  the  first  part  of  the  proposition 
of  the  libel,  founded  upon  the  act  1,  iwrliament 
18,  James  VI.  there  in  no  such  act  as  is  libelled, 
for  it  is  libelled  otherwise  than  it  bears,  against 
act  107,  parliament  7,  James  1.  whereby  it  is 
forbidden  that  sny  man  interpret  his  n»ui*sty*s 
statutes  otherwise  than  the  statutes  be:ir ;  but  so 
it  is,  that  statute,  act  I,  p.u-liament  18,  afon'said, 
bears  no  pain  at  all,  let  be  the  pain  of  treason, 
and  forfeiture  of  honour,  life,  lauds,  and  goods, 
and  therefore  tliere  can  Ih'  no  procev  of  treason 
thcreujpon  founded  to  infer  any  pain,  {at  le>«8  the 
pain  o\  treason,  seeing  it  hears  no  pain,  as  said 
IS,  which  is  oonfirme<l.  2do.  Because  there  can 
be  no  process  of  treason,  but  upon  particular  acts 
of  parliament,  made  under  the  pain  of  treason 
against  <lisobeyers  and  con  travellers,  bv  the  ex- 
press act  of  parliament,  art  itS,  parliament  2, 
Charles  I.  anno  lti40.  But  so  it  is,  the  act 
libelled  on,  as  said  is,  bears  no  such  pain ;  there- 
fore it  can  found  no  process  of  treason.  And 
Stio.  Every  pain  ought  to  be  irrogate  and  estab- 
lished by  a  law,  JJoct,  ad  JL.  At  si  quis  ^ 
dicui  ff',  de  relip.  et  summit,  fun.  For  it  \s  by  a 
sanction  of  law  that  punishments  are  established, 
legis  11.  Virtus  est  imperare,  re^/re,  permitttre^ 
punire  X.  7.  de  leg,  that  it  is  the  virtue  of  law  to 
command,  forbid,  permit,  and  punish.  Now 
there  is  nothing  in  the  said  law  and  act  of  par- 
liament, but  a  declarature  of  the  king's  royal 
prerogative,  and  of  an  obligation  of  the  three 
estates  to  maintain  the  same;  and  therefore 
seeing  that  law  hath  made  no  sanction,  neither 
of  treason  nor  any  other,  this  part  of  the  propo- 
sition of  the  dittay  founded  thereupon,  is  alto- 
gether without  ground,  and  there  ran  be  no 
process  thereupon. 

Quarto,  So  process  upon  the  act  of  the  com- 
mittee of  estates,  libelled  to  be  of  tlie  date  25th 
November,  ItioO,  and  act  of  ratification  in  par- 
liament, libelled  of  the  date  24th  of  June,  l(i51, 
anent  the  paper  called  the  "  Uemonstrance,"  be- 
cause these  are  not  printed  acts,  and  are  not 
produced,  as  said  is. 

The  next  thing  in  the  indictment  is  the  sob- 
sumption,  in  which  there  is  first  a  general  charge 
upon  the  defender,  of  his  beiiif  cmpable  of  buth- 
dry  seditious  and  treasonable  renioustranre5, 
declarations,  petitions,  instructions,  letters, 
speeches,  declamations,  &e.  To  all  which  he 
saith,  that  aenerdlia  non  punguntj  they  can  have 
no  strength  as  to  the  inferring  one  crime  or 
guilt  upon  the  defender,  wae^\  v\\  v>  ^vt  «a  >2B«q 
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1661     """J*?"*"'  P"^y,  and  prelacy  now  ,  noner  could  newrr  forpwe  Ins  ex< 

fast  hasting  in,  and  a  vigorous  enemy  j  tadng  him.    The  king  hnnsetf  wa»  "?J^ 
io  scandalous  ministers ;  and  the  commis- '  siWe  of  his  good  senrieea  to  him,  andha  »- 


are   iiMtanccd  and  rrrified  in  {nrtlruUn,  and 


and  nal  againt  the  kiog;* 


bt  lOif 


fberpibre  doth  he  nut  judge  himaelf  bwind  to  1  make  it  appear,  tbac  >mC  onlr  i«  b« 
make  any  aniiwrr  thereunto,  wirw  it  not  that  he  theee  ancnkm,  Mit  « w'  '"  ^^* 
is  therein  rhaix(*d,  to  har^  seditiously  and  trai-  «  ITie  Caaaei  of  Ootf*  Wrath,  ^ 
tomuHlv  intended  and  propoiied  the  eradirating  «  Suppliratioo,**  and  "  Dedinalor, 
and  subvert  inf?  the  fundamental  goremment  of  In  the  indictment  he  had  do  dole,  or  >™^* 
this  his  m^e<itv*N  ancient  kiui^doin,  at  leakt  the  I  intention  to  defiune  or  rrproach  the ung.  wmm 
enmrating,  riulating,  and  impairing  hin  majrn-  I  these  things  ke  walked  in  the  "■■1*21''  n-i 
ty's  authority,  by  nomplyini;  with,  and  being  j  heart,  with  an  eye  upon  his  doty  "JJ*"  ••j* 
•iibwrvient  unto  the  desifriis  and  piirpoirt  of  |  and  to  his  majesty,  and  acted  ™  *"**  *"3 
inat  usnrpfY,  Oliver  Cromwell,  and  his  com-  from  a  true  principle  of  piety  towarda  uod,  ■• 
plices ;  concern ina  which  he  is  bold  to  say,  that  loyalty  towards  his  mfjestv,  and  theft iBWCS» 
it  it  an  unjuAt  charge,  and  mere  forgery,'  there  not,  because  of  his  accession  to  any  *■*■■■ 
was  never  any  such  intention  or  pnrpuse  in  his  I  thJnn,  be  judged  guilty  of  treason  ■'^^^"'"^ 
heart,   nor  can  it  be  proven  from  any  of  his  *      The  flrrt  psrticular  deed  sabMmcd   m  ttj 

■"  Indictment  against  the  defender,  ia.  that  he  « 

compile  and  draw  up  a  paper,  commonly  csM 
«•  the  Hemonstranre,"  and  prejwnted  if,  or  caa«i 
It  to  be  presented  to  his  «n"j"*y»  <•'*''*  fj*" 
mittee  of  estate*,  upon  the  «d  Octobe^Wa 
To  which  he  answers,  Imo,  By  denying  whilh 
alleged.     He  did  not  compile  or  draw  up  tM 
remonstrance,  neither  had  he  anv  1**"**J°  *J 
compiling  or  drawing  up  thereof,  nor  did  M 
pre^tent  it,  nor  cauned  It  to  be  presented  U  ah 
majesty  and  the  committee  of  estates ;  and  it  b 
notour,  and  the  defender  could  prove  by  m»y 
hundreds  of  wit  peases.  If  need   were,  that  hi 
was  so  far  aiibi  in  the  time  of  the  drawing  ^ 
thervof,  that  he  was  at  StirUng  that  time,  mm 
miles  distant :  and  that  he  did  not  present  tta 
same,  nor  cnuMd  It  to  be  presented,  i*  ■■• 
notour.     And  as  to  what  may  be  alleaed  ot  Ui 
abetting  the  same  in  the  "  Cauaea  of  Wrath,**  hi 
shall  answer  in  its  own  place. 

The  second  particular  head,  or  artida  of  «■ 
indictment.  Is  anent  the  defender'*  contriving 
compiling,  causing  print,  in  anno  1053  ytai% 
that  seditlciis  pamphlet  (as  it  is  libelled)  called 
"  The  Causes  of  God's  ^\  rath,**  containing  many 
malicious,  ignominious,  and    treaaonaUe 


speeches,  or  writing",  or  actions.  He  dare  and 
diHh  truly  affirm,  that  as  he  never  had  any  com- 
plianres  with  the  designs  and  counsels,  or  art- 
inc^  of  the  late  usurping  powers,  against  his 
mj^esly  s  n>yal  lather,  or  himself,  or  aeainst  the 
klni;diHn,  i»r  the  anrit* nt  j^vemment  thereof,  or 
of  the  kini;dom  of  Kngland  or  Ireland,  so  there 
WHS  no  ptiTt  of  th^ir  unf^odly  cimrses,  and  unjust 
attempt's  and  violent  usurpations  and  adin^ 
but  he  did,  in  his  Htation  and  calling,  dotnby 
wnrd  and  writ,  ln>arte»(timony  against  the  same, 
which  is  a  thini;  better  known  and  more  mani-  ! 
fest  than  iJiiit  he  can  be  liable  in  the  least  to 
siispirifin  therein,  many  of  these  testimonies 
being  piven  before  ma.iy  living  witnesses,  and 
many  of  them  beinif  yet  extant,  and  such  as  will 
be  extant  to  imsterity  for  bin  vindication  in  this 
pfirtiruUr ;  besides  two  or  three  common  solemn 
publii:  tHStimonirrs,  in  which  he  Joined  with 
many  of  his  brethren  aijainst  these  thinfrs,  one  of 
which  was  condesrendtHl  upon  and  directed  to 
these  nmirpini;  powers,  nt  the  very  time  the 
causes  ot   the   lord's  contmversy  were  conde- 


scendni  upon,  which  may  sufficient! v  c.^ear  the 
honesty  ot  hin  intfntions'and  actings  as  to  these 
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Inniides  these  common  public  testimo- 
nies, he  was  violently  thrust  from  the  pulpit. 


sares,  as  is  alleged  therein,  and  specially  in  tht 
5th  and  6th  articles  thereof,  and  which  is  d^ 
clared  against  by  an  act  of  the  committet  if 
estates,  of  the  date  the  19th  day  of  Septemk« 
_  166a  To  this  article  the  defender  anawen  m 
foUows:  lino.  That  act  of  committee,  if  aay 
thing  be  intended  to  be  founded  thereon,  oogbl 
to  have  been  produced,  and  fpvcn  np  to  ttt^ 
and  till  then  no  process,  for  the  reaaons  abast 
alleged.     Senitfin,  If  it  were  produced,  no  act 


heiDti  destructive  to  reliu'lon,  and  the  liberties  of 
tbe  nation,  and  tlie  anci,.|it  civil  government  of 
this  kingdom  in  his  msjcst^'s  person  and  family. 

«;^.r"c7J  !^  ^X**^  **»"  president  and  some 
others  of  Ohypr  Cromwell  )iU  council  in  vSrot- 

himVortlTT'**"^  "***  -preading  a  paper,  holding 

threaten^? wK  nrl«,.^  usurpation  ;  he  was  i  and  to  Infer  the  same,  but  an  act  of  paribunefit. 
LT.~  1?"'^  I'T.!''*"!!"!?  »"^  '  ^r  the  express  act  of  paHlament  bSfort;  died. 

"~ '  act  8S,  pari.   1640  years,  and  that  must  be  la 

act  made  under  the  pain  of  treason  against  tht 
contravenen.  But,  TVrfi'o,  It  aeema,  from  thi 
place  wherein  this  is  libelled,  being  in  tfaeaob- 
'""^ption.  it  is  only  intended  for  an  argnmeot 
he  alleged  gnilt  of  that  paper,  and  thi 
defender  doubts  nothing,  but  whatever  it  pleased 
the  committee  to  do  anent  that  paper,  there 
being  none  concerned  therein  called  and  heard 
iteloiv  them  at  that  time  or  before,  vet  the 
tt^uuniiNioner's  grace  and  the  estates  of '  parlia- 
"itut  will  l»e  very  far  fnrni  condemning  the 
(iiieiuirr  unheard,  and  therefore  he  shall  shortly 
\  v««uvvM»  ihe  true  caae  of  hia  acfff—lon  to  that 


w"l    hiL^u '*"*.  •  ^r^  •*fHi"-t  Oliver  Crom- 

£;    K'a.!^:.r.r:.  I^^-^^'^^r^th  banishment  l5r 
s^rill^l  t  ::^?^  ,*^^^,  .*' «^«  *>flfrrinn  of  a  public  sub- 

•  iiiilllilliy  iu>ui||.t  thai  BO*!,....    ..^  *!.«  ,_^_ 


cviu.rlli,»sLMC.|  r*   "••>»»">  fromwell  his    of  t 
ti.r..-.  1.^  *'».:•.""•'"•  «•*  «hwH»  kinifdunm  :  wks..k    •K-. 


:T.]  op  TH£  church  of  SCOTLAND. 

»  at  its  lowest,  and  the  severity  of 
ice,  that  when  he  got  notice  of  it, 
with  some  warmth,  **  And  what 
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have  you  done  with  Mr.  Patrick    .g^. 

Gillespie?'*  It  was  answered,  that 

Mr.  Gillespie  had  so  many  firiends  in  the 


I  motives,  and  endii  therein;  and 
ihall  proceed  to  his  further  defences, 
t  truly  thus :  The  Lord,  hy  the  sad 
»ur  armies  at  Dunbar,  luverkeithln^, 
ster,  and  rendering  our  whole  nation 

all  their  precious  interests,  unto  the 
1  lusts  of  usurping  strangers,  having 
xun  heaven  much  of  his  wrath  and 
1  against  tliis  whole  land,  and  all 
lersons  therein,  from  the  highest  to 
t,  especially  against  the  ministry  of 
h ;  the  defender,  with  many  of  these 
ind  elders  who  had  been  dissatisfied 
nacieuces  with  the  public  proceedings 
rmer  year,  did  come  together  after 
,  not  to  comply  with  or  strengthen  in 
the  hands  ol  adversaries,  or  to  cast 
iches  upon  the  person  of  the  king's 
r  do  any  injury  to  the  ancient  civil 
it  of  the  kingdom  in  his  majesty's 
I  family,  but  in  singleness  of  heart  to 
>  the  t'auN«:s  of  all  this  great  wrath, 

their  own  sins,  and  the  sins  of  all 
lersons  in  the  land,  so  far  as  God 
pleased,  from  the  light  of  his  word, 
r  the  same  to  them.  Therefore,  hav- 
arched  into  and  acknowledged  their 

they  did,  in  the  next  place,  search 
as  of  the  land ;  and  after  conference 
',  to  the  best  of  their  light  and  appre- 
'^in  at  some  disco verii^s  thereof,  they 
the  snme  first  into  some  short  heads 
s,  which  they  did  .ifterwards  enlarge, 
order  to  a  more  clear  discovery  of  sin 

0  Hucli  of  the  land,  especiidly  of  their 
egations,  whom  God  should  be  pleased 
:d  and  Spirit  to  convince  thereof. 

w  being  thus  truly,  the  defender 
uartOf  Whatever  may  be  in  the  matter 
uer,  yet  this  article  of  the  dittay  is 
>lcvantly  libelled,  nor  subsumed  under 
if  the  proposition  to  infer  the  crime 
of  treiison,  because  this  article  can 
ubsumed  on  that  {mrt  of  the  propo- 
nded  upon  the  arts  of  James  Vl. 
lOth,  and  Ikh,  mrntioned  therein 
ihors  of  slanderous  N|M;eche8  or  writs 

1  majesty,  the  pain  whereof  is  not  the 
eoson  in  none  of  those,  nur  no  other 
irliainent  whereunto  they  may  relate; 
e  foresaid  l.'Mth  act,  pari.  8th,  James 
tion  is  made  to  the  pains  statuted 
saicin^niakers,  which  is  not  the  pain 
,  but  of  tinsel  of  life  and  gootls,  as 
r  the  irkl  act,  pari.  2.  James  I.  anent 
kcrs,  wherein,  by  gtNids  is  only  under* 
Is  moveable^  and  that  piiin  is  no  ways 
f  treason  J  nor  is  that  crime  «irdained 
ion  by  any  of  our  acts  of  parliament, 
by  the  style  and  tenor  of  the  same  by 
his  Tract  of  Crimes  in  the  end  of 
ity,  and  by  his  Index  of  the  Acts  of 
It  on  the  word  treason  :  and  therefore, 

OS  the  pavi:ti;(^  of  that  paper  are 
re  to  be  treasonable,  the  article  cannot 
ably  sub.-sumed  under  the  aforesaid 
no  othfr  acts  of  parliament,  and  the 
mght  to  be  otoulicd  therefrom. 


Quinto,  This  article,  as  it  is  subsumed  upon 
the  acts  of  parliament,  false  and   scandalous 
speeches  and  writs  against  his  migesty,  &c.  is 
no  ways  relevantly  libelled,  l)ecausc  as  all  crimes 
require  as  well  malice  in  the  person  as  evil  in 
the  thing  done,  tliat  is,  dole  et  malitia  subjectita 
as  well  as  oljectira,  d.  d,  ad  L  i.  ff,  (U  siui, 
so  specially  in  injuries,  whether  by  word,  writ, 
or  otherwise,  dole  and  an  intention  to  injure 
and  reproach,  is  essentially  requisite,  so  that 
without  that  there  can  be  no  action  of  ii^ury ; 
nam  ad  hoc  ddntunif  remdritur  animv*  injurtanaig 
say  the  doctors,  and  the  law  is  express,  Kb.  iiL 
§  I.  Jfl  de  iHturiis  et  famosis  Ubettis.     In  that 
title  of  the  law  anent  injuries  and  infamous 
libels,  the  words  are,  injuria  ex  affeetu  consistit^ 
that  is,  an  injury  depends  all  upon  the  intention 
of  him  who  does  it,  thereby  to  injure ;  and  the 
doctors,  following  the  words,  expiess  that  law 
and  principle,  in«///.  de  injuriis ;  and  specially 
Crareta    Voncilio  419,   Ko.    1,  and    CjnciL   9, 
No.  Sti,  says.  That  agem  actione  injuriarum  deb^t 
aUegare  tkhim,  that  is,  he  that  pursues  an  action 
of  ii^ury  should  allege  dole.     And    Meuoch. 
says    in    ConciL   197.  lib.  12.  that   the  words 
must  be  injurious,  and  must  be  proiata  animo 
injuriandif  that  is,  they  must  be  also  sjtoken  and 
written  with  intention   to  injure ;   and  many 
others,  whom  it  were  tedious  to  allege.     But  so 
it  is  that  there   is  nothing   libelled  to  infer 
that  the  defender  had  an  evil,  seditious,  igno- 
minious,  dishonourable,  or  any  ways  sinister 
intention,  in  order  to  his  majesty,  in  what  hand 
he  had  in  that  pa|)er,  without  which  the  dittay 
in  this  part  is  not  relevant ;  but  that  neither  b 
nor  can  he  libelled :  but  on  the  contrar,  to  clear 
that  the  <lefender  had  no  dole  or  intention  of 
injury  against  his  sa^^red  majesty,  it  is  evident, 
lm*j,    because    Menotrh.   in  the  forcited   place, 
CoHciL  197.  lib.  12.  disputing  the  case  of  words 
of  a  subject   that  may  seem  to  reflect  against 
his  prince,  says,  animus  injuriandi  non  yrasu- 
nitvr  in  bono  $ul)dito  adversus  principem,  but 
rather  proiata  esse  bono  animo  et   ztio    versus 
jmncipem,  that  is,  in  a  gi>od  siibjert  it  is  not 
presumed  that  he  intended  to  injure  his  prince, 
but  rather  that  Ins  words  (whether  sp<iken  or 
written,  for  both  are  but  words)  was  from  a 
giH>d  zeal  towards  his  prince.     Now  what  a 
good  subject  the  defi  nder  hath  been,  and  what 
zeal  he  has  had  for  his  prince  and  against  his 
enemies,  and  how  much  he  did  suffer  thcrefoi*e, 
he  is  confident  bus  been  evident  from  the  tru? 
information  thoreanent  abovcwritten,  and  which 
is  notour,  as  has  been  said :    whence  law  and 
reason  will  presume,  that  lie  intended  no  injury 
against  his  ninjt^slv  by  that   {taper,  espetjally 
I  seeing,  Sr/o.    (which  it    noi>d    bo,  he  pro|K)nes 
;  jointly)  That  the  nature  and  quality  of  the  act, 
i  being  that  by  which  the  intention  of  the  agent 
I  Is  best  known,  as  lawvers  olnerve  well  from  d, 
Tm.  i.  ff,  ad  L,  CorneL  di  Sicar,  it  is  clear  from 
the  nature  of  the  act  whereabout  the  defender 
was  in  that  paper,  that  he  intended  no  injury 
j  to  his  majesty,  nor  was  there  any  dole  or  malice 
in  it ;  for  it  is  an  act  directory  of  acknowledg- 
I  nicnt  of  Kins  and  repentance,  which  consists  of 
i  two  pai'ts,  conviction  and  sorrow  for  sin,  whigh 
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house  his  life  could  not  be  taken. 
<*  Well,"  said  the  king,  ''if  I  had 
known  you  would  have  spared  Blr.  Gillespie, 


la  no  ways  dole  or  maliee  aniiwt  the  suppoeed 
■inner,  and  withoat  which  dole  and  inalioe 
there  is  no  crime  or  ii^ury ;  but  on  the  oonCrar 
the  very  end  of  it  is  the  recovery  of  the  rap- 
posed  sinner,  and  appeasing  of  divine  wrath 
against  him:  whereunto  adding  S^  That  re- 
pentance is  wfH  T«r  eur,  that  i$,  towards  God, 
and  ao  has  no  teudence  toward,  and  cannot  be 
a  crime  against  any  creature.  And  4/o,  lliou^h 
there  were  even  a  mistake  upon  the  matter,  m 
acknowledging  and  repenting  of  wliat  were 
duty,  (or  at  least  what  were  not  sinful)  for  sin, 
yet  a  naked  error  in  opinion,  without  dole  or 
malice  is  no  crime,  as  hus  been  said,  though  the 
error  were  even  latm  culpa,  that  i%  not  to  under- 
■tand  that  that  all  unuprstand,  as  it  is  defined 
in  X.  lata  culpa,  ff,  dt  Verb,  Signif,  For  where 
even  a  law  or  statute  irrogaten  corporal  punish- 
ment or  death,  there  that  lata  culpa,  or  gross 
mistake,  is  not  sufficient  to  infer  it  D,  JDf.  in 
Xi6.  \.ff,de  Sicttr,  and  Godseid,  tuptr  X.  pen. 
Cod,  de  cuttod,  rear,  et  X.  pen,ff,  dt  in  litem 
jurand,  Sattand,  Reg,  8.  prox,  crim,  in  prima, 
citing  many  doctors  for  it,  nnd  J^amhond.  cap. 
85.  iV.  11.  Yea,  it  is  not  sufficient  and  relevant 
to  infer  but  infamy  per  Ghst,  in  L.  in  action- 
ibuM,  ffi  de  in  lit,  jurand,  SasioL  in  X*.  Cod,  nee  j 
Jfum,  20.  cum  itqq.  ff.  de  possit,  But  as  to ! 
ievis  culpa,  which  is  not  giving  that  diligence  to  I 
do  or  t4i  know,  which  other  exact  persons  may 
give,  as  it  is  commonly  defined,  was  never  made 
equivalent  to  dole,  or  made  the  ground  of  a 
crime  by  no  law}'cr,  and  yet  the  defender  sub- 
sumes, tiiat  if  tliere  were  any  mistake  upon  the 
matter  in  that  paper,  spechdly  the  5th  step ' 
(calliHl)  of  defection;  it  wus  an  opinion  common  ! 
to  him  and  the  church,  and  states  of  the  king-  ! 
dom,  as  by  manv  of  the  declarations  may  ap- 
pear; and  therefore  in  him  had  neither  laiam 
nor  Icvem  ctdpam  in  it,  far  less  dolum,  and  so  he 
is,  as  not  culpable,  so  not  c'riminal  therein. 
bto,  Quavit  causa^  ittjusta  etiam  et  fatua,  excu- 
fita  dolo,  and  so  from  injury,  Claru$,  lib,  v. 
Sent,  ^Jfin,  et  alii  per  X.  igitur,  GUtn,  in  X. 
Jium,  Jj\  Si  quit  jut  dicenti  non  obtemp,  et 
jaton,  ibid.  How  much  more  ought  the  de- 
fender to  be  excused,  who  had  foi  the  cause  and 
motive  of  his  and  others'  acknowledgments  in 
that  paper,  the  declarations,  wai'ningn  and  other 
papers,  both  of  church  and  state,  particularly 
aftermcntioned,  and  had  a  far  other  end  than 
malice,  imported  in  the  very  nature  of  the 
action,  as  said  in,  to  wit,  deprecating  and  appeas- 
ing divine  Mrrath,  which  had  gone  out  against 
the  whole  land,  reconciling  him  by  repentance, 
as  well  to  the  defender  as  others,  from  love  to 
all,  eminently  to  his  majesty,  as  having  emin- 
ently suffered  by  tlint  displeasure,  un<ler  the 
chastisement  whereof  all  of  us  then  were:  in 
respect  whereof  the  defender  ought  to  be  as- 
soiled  from  any  dole  or  culpa,  and  so  from  any 
action  of  injury,  and  from  all  crime  and  pains 
libelled  in  or  ufton  that  article.  As  for  the 
two  articles  specially  condescended  on  of  the 
■aid  paper,  viz.  the  5th  and  6th  articles,  as  they 
are  designed  In  the  libel,  it  is  answered,  Imo, 
That  these  articles  are  anent  the  sin  of  covet- 
eusaou  of  the  peoule,  and  ministin  and  otheca 
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I  would  haife  spared  Mr.  Guthrie."  And 
indeed  there  was  reason  for  It,  as  toonewhe 
had  heen  so  firm  and  sealous  an  asscrtor  of 


who  had  been  In  the  army,  and  other  plaeci 
military  and  civil  over  them,  and  their  abosiDC 
of  public  faith ;  and  as  to  theae  they  are  beck 
Incontroverted  sina,  and  dearly  meant  no  waji 
of  his'  mi^eaty,  but  of  the  people  and  other  hi- 
ferior  mien,  who,  before  his  majcety*a  reunii 
had  been  in  places  of  power  over  than ;  bat  II 
seems,  it  ia  not  meant  of  the  6th  and  5th  tiUft 
(Called)  of  defection  and  therefore  the  defendv, 
adhering  to  h'is  general  answer  made  against  all 
this  artude,  upon  this  paper  in  mienil,  allfga 
spedally  to  the  6th  step,  lino,  That  for  whrt 
is  contained  therein,  has  proceeded  according  to 
the  proper  rules  of  acknowledgment  of  itat, 
and  of  repentance,  vis.  church  canona  in  thdr 
declarations,  and  therefore  eu^  ratabaij  the 
defender  was  not  culpable,  and  ao  not  crimloil 
therein,  having  therein  walked  aoeording  te 
cocleaiastic  rules  and  declarations  then  aunoiag; 
Scto,  It  is  alleged  that  there  ia  nothing  in  that 
acts  of  parliament  cited  in  the  indictment,  thu 
concerns  lies,  and  slanders,  and  reproaches,  kx^ 
of  hb  majesty,  that  can  infer  or  include  tki 
crime  of  treason  and  sedition  agidnst  the  de* 
fender,  because  any  thing  asserted  in  that  nrt 
of  the  book  of  C  auses  of  Wrath.  For,  iiiiti 
Mr.  Coke,  in  his  Reports  of  the  English  Lav, 
tells,  that  all  the  judges  certified  his  majesty, 
that  the  speakine  of  any  words,  whereby  a 
personal  vice  is  charged  u]Son  the  king,  raiust 
i)e  treason,  and  this  Tie  said,  judge  Zelverteoa 
said,  was  held  by  the  judges  In  debate,  aboat 
Mr.  Pothin's  case,  who  was  ju«1ged  for  ditwi 
treasonable  speeches  in  his  senmm.  And  the 
same  Mr.  Coke  in  his  Treatise  of  Treason,  telli 
lis,  that  words  may  make  an  heretic  but  not  a 
traitor.  And  for  this  there  is  on  excellent  law. 
Cod,  Si  quit  ihiperatori  maUdixerit,  *i  qnt 
modettia  nesciut,  et  pudorit  ignarus,  im^rdio 
ptttdantique  maledicto  nomina  rrttra  tratbdent 
lacessenda,  ac  temulentia  turbnlentut  obtrtetat^ 
temporum  nottrorum  fuerit,  eum  poena  noh^^f 
tuhjugari,  neque  durum  aliquid  nee  axperjon  td- 
umut  tuttinere;  quoniam  si  id  ex  levitate  f*** 
cetterit,  contemnendum  est,  si  ex  insania,  «i«f^ 
atione  dignistimutt  si  ab  injuria,  remittendum  *s 
condonandum.  That  is  to  say,  if  any  Bon 
ignorant  either  of  modesty  or  shame,  thinks  to 
provoke  our  majenty  or  name,  by  wicked  er 
reproachful  speeches,  and  being  troubl«s«*w 
through  drunkenness,  Wcome  a  reproach  of  our 
times,  we  will  not  have  him  punished,  w* 
suffer  any  hard  thing  therefore;  because  if  H 
has  proceeded  of  levity  it  is  to  be  dwpisfd, 
if  of  madness,  it  is  worthy  of  pity,  if  of  In- 
tention to  injure  it  is  to  be  forgiven.  And  ia 
France,  as  Coke  wcU  obsen-es,  it  is  no  treswo 
for  a  Ilugonote  to  call  the  king  an  heretic,  ftf 
s»ys  he,  it  is  no  treason  to  say,  the  king  i*  * 
catholic,  neither  is  treason  to  say,  that  a  catbwc 
is  an  heretic,  which  seems  vtiy  ■^'***^'^*^ 
that  of  the  prophet  Isaiah,  wherein  he  repnmi 
it  as  one  of  the  sins  in  his  time,  that  a  nun 
was  made  an  offender  for  a  word.  Uu^ 
secondly.  If  it  be  true  that  it  was  a  sin,  to 
close  a  treaty  with  the  king  for  investing  hiin 
with  the  exercise  of  his  royal  power,  he  still 
conXVnulnf^  in.  Ida  former  known  opposition  o/ 
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lus  majesty's  tide  and  interest,  and  had  suf- 
fered so  much  for  his  continued  opposition 
to,  and  disowning  of  the  English  usurpation . 


the  work  of  reformation,  as  li  aawrted  in  the 
5tli  step  of  the  article,  then  cannot  the  defender 
(ail  within  the  compass  of  the  breach,  or  pains  of 
any  of  these  acts  of  parliament  relating  to  slan- 
ders, lyings,  &c     But  that  it  Is  true,  that  this 
was  a  sin,  is,  as  the  defender  humbly  conceives, 
holden  forth  and  proven  in  the  common  received 
dactrine  of  this  church,  and  public  declared 
Judgment  of  this    kingdom,  both  before    the 
trcatr,  and  in  the  time  of  the  treaty,  and  after 
the  doae  of  the  trraty  with  the  king  at  Breda. 
Therefore,  for  making  out  of  the  subsumptlon, 
he  doth  humbly  offer  unto  your  lordships,  the 
Krious  perusal  of  the  following  paper  herewith 
pteseutcd,  in  which  are  mentioned  manv  clear 
tMtimonies,  out  of  the  public  papers  of  kirk 
and  state,  confirming  the  same  to  have  been 
their  judgment  likewise ;  nnd  craves  it  might 
he  nid,  and  as  the  papers  therein  mentioned 
are  notour,  so  your  lordships  will  find  them 
eanfonn  to  the  registers  and  records,  both  of 
kirk  and  state ;  and  humbly  craves,  that  your 
Isrdshipe  would    hold  these  testimonies  sufli- 
ctently  verified  notorietate  Jurixf  most  of  tliem 
btlna  printed ;  or^if  any  thing  further  be  nerd- 
lai  for  the  verifying  thereof,   that  your  lord- 
■hips  would  search    the   rpgintcrs,  and  allow 
him  extracts  out  of  the  registers  themselves, 
la  which  these  testimonies  are  containp^l,  and, 
■•a  part  nf  the  public  proceedings  of  this  kirk 
■ad  kingdom,  are  ratified  by  his  ni^esty's  treaty 
at  Bnedk,  and  act  of  rutification  at  St.  John- 
rtso,  or  Stirlinir,  or  is  confonn  to  that  which 
WIS  ratified,     rrom  all  which,  Stio,  The  de- 
Ibader  alleges,  that  seeing  what  is  asserted  in 
the  6th  step   was  warranted  by  the    acts   of 
^nrch  and  state,  and  ratified  in  manner  fore- 
aid,   it    cannot    be    libelled  to  infer  a  crime 
£nst  him,  and  he  ouglit  to  be  assolied  from 
part  of  the  dittay ;  neitlier  can  these  acts 
if  parliament  cited  in  tlie  indictment,  against 
Veddiing  with  his  majesty's  affairs,  conclude 
Ihe  defender  culpable  in  this  matter,  because 
fkt  crime  condemned  by  the«i  acts,  is  only 
Qtravagant   and    unwarrantable  meddling,  or 
auh  as  do  not  fall  within  the  compass  of,  or  is 
asC  confined  within  the  bounds  of  a  man's 
itation   and  calling;    otlierwise    it    should   be 
enlpable  for  any  of  his  mfgef:;y's  officers,  or  for 
tay  aubordinate  magistrate,  or  any  person  what- 
•omever,  to  meddle  in  his  majesty's  affaint :  but 
10  it  is,  tliat  the  defender  his  meddling  in  this 
business  was  not  extravagant  or  unwarrantable, 
bat  that  whereunto  he  was  callc<l,  and  to  which 
he   vraa  bound  virtute  or  neceatitate  officii,  as  a 
Banister  of  the  gospel.     It  is  competent  and 
incumbent  to  the  ministers  of  thr  gospel,  to 
ay  aloud,  and  not  to  spare  in  showing  the 
Ijord's  people  their  transgressions  and  sins,  tu 
warn  persons  of  all   sorts  concerning  sin  and 
duties,  and  to  declare  the  whole  counsel  of  God, 
the   whole  book  of  God,  which  contains  the 
whole  counsel  of  God,  without  exception  of  any 
part  thereof;  being  the  subject  matter  of  that 
eemmisffion,  which  ministers  do  receive  from 
Jesus  Christ  their  Lord  and  Master,  and  there- 
fcrv,  there  be  many  instances  in  the  book  of 
God,  tlie  practices  of  the  prophets  and  apostles, 
and  of  Jtfiitf  rtriat  bimaeW,  discovering  and 
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After  the  sentence,  and  a  little  he-   .  ^ . 
fore  his  death,  Mr.  Guthrie  received 
the  following  letter  from  a  dear  friend  of  his. 


reproving  sin  In  persons  of  all  ranks,  though 
it  was  their  lot  often  to  be  misconstructed  and 
mistaken  in  their  doing  thereof,  as  though  they 
had  been  no  friends  to  civil  authority. 

In  defence  of  the  6th  step  of  the  9th  article 
of  the  Causes  of  Wrath,  the  defender  doth 
offer  to  your  lordships'  consideration,  that  there 
is  nothing  therein  that  can  be  accounted  treason- 
able, because  there  is  nothing  asserted  therein 
but  what  is  true,  even  that  which  relates  to 
the  Remonstrance  itself,  to  wit,  that  it  doth 
contain  a  testimony  concerning  sin  and  duty, 
the  discovery  whereof  wiis  rejected,  ss  may 
appear  from  the  public  judgment  of  the  com- 
missioners of  the  general  asseml»ly  at  Perth,  the 
29th  of  December,  1650,  in  their  Remonstrance 
to  the  honourable  estates  of  parliament,  con- 
cerning this  business.  The  words  be  these: 
"  Whatever  has  been  your  lordships'  sense  of 
that  paper,  presented  to  you  by  the  gentlemen, 
officers  and  ministers  attending  the  forces  In 
the  west,  yet  we  wish  you  seriously  to  lay  to 
heart  the  many  sad  truths  contained  therein ; 
we  will  not  here  mention  the  sins  relating  to 
the  king  and  the  royal  family,  having  parti- 
cularly reprevuted  these  to  his  majesty's  self, 
and  appointed  a  day  of  solemn  humiliation 
therefore ;  bat  we  do  witli  all  earnestness  exhort 
your  lordshii»s  to  take  to  consideration,  the  sins 
herein  held  forth  relating  to  yourselves,  and 
to  mourn  before  the  I^rd  for  them  :  and  parti- 
cularly, and  in  the  fii-st  ])lace,  that  your  lord- 
ships may  impartially,  and  in  a  self-denying 
way,  as  in  the  si^ht  of  the  Lord,  seriously 
ponder  if  there  him  not  been,  at  k>a<tt  in  some 
of  you,  sinful  precipitance,  unstraiKlit  designs 
and  carnal  ]Kiliry  in  appointing  addreitses  for 
treating  with  the  king,  and  in  a  way  of  carry- 
ing on  and  closing  of  the  same." 

As  to  what  is  asserted  in  the  close  of  this 
step,  concerning  the  rejecting  of  the  means  of 
peace,  it  doth  not  strike  against  any  act  of 
parliament  whatsomever,  nor  can  be  judged 
culfiable,  se<>ing  robbers  and  piratt^  and  brigan- 
dinra,  and  usurpers,  and  unjust  invaders  may, 
yea,  sometimes  ought,  in  some  cases,  be  com- 
muned or  treated  with,  upon  conditions  that 
ai'e  sinless,  and  there  may  l>e  pride  and  pre- 
sumption of  spirit  in  not  doing  so. 

To  the  third  article  of  the  dittay,  bearing, 
that  the  defender  under  colour  of  piety,  loyalty, 
and  zeal  for  religion,  and  in  the  address  and 
garb  of  a  humble  petition,  did  calumniate  his 
majesty  with  dissimulation  and  perjury,  re- 
Hcctrd  up4m  his  majesty,  and  the  lawful  govern- 
ment of  the  church  and  state  of  England  and 
Ireland,  and  of  his  chapel  and  f.miily,  and 
challenged  him  to  alter  and  invert  the  same, 
encniai'hefl  ui>on  his  authority  and  prerogative, 
in  meddling  with  his  majesty's  affairs,  and 
filling  oil  places  of  power  and  trust  under  his 
majesty.  It  is  answered,  Imo,  It  is  not  rele- 
vantly libelled,  except  it  had  been  libelled  that 
the  s'lid  petition  had  been  publicly  presented, 
divul{;ed  and  exhibited,  being  otherwise  but 
nudus  conatut,  especially,  seeing  though  the 
same  had  been,  and  of  the  contents  and  tenor 
libelled,  yet  could  It  not,  uyou  an^  «rA  «1  \Va 
proposition,  mfec  \\i«  ctua^  ai\^  '^uiivdDkmtivX  «\ 
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if  I  aoi  not  DiistakeD,  a  very  eminent 
minister,  which  as  it  was  supporting 
to  him,  so  it  shows  the  sense,  that  not  only 


[book  I. 


treuofi,  ■eeinn:  the  actn  made  sfahitt  iiUnderoiu 
■peechei  and  writs  and  tlanderen,  under  the 
which  only  it  can  be  sutwumed,  are  not  made 
under  the  pun  <^  treaaon,  as  has  been  abun- 
diuitly  evinced  in  tlie  answer  to  the  former 
article  anent  the  paper,  called  **  The  Causes  of 
God's  Wrath.*'  In  which  crime  of  lese  mi^esty 
allenarljr  tijffkctiu  kine  fjffwtu  is  humilit,  2do, 
Although  the  same  had  oeen  printed,  yet  as  to 
the  calumniating  his  majesty  thereby,  as  the 
defender  denies  any  Intent  or  purpose  he  had 
for  that  effect,  so,  with  confidence,  tlisreto  he 
doth  c^pone  the  petition  itself,  bearing  no  such 
thing.  Stui,  As  to  his  reflecting  upon,  and 
meddling  with  his  mi^jesty's  affiilrs,  and  the 

fovemment  of  his  church  in  England  and 
reland,  his  maje8ty*8  chapel  and  family,  and 
filling  of  places  of  trust,  &c.  non  rtUwUy  except 
it  had  been  libelled,  and  made  appear  by  the 
petition,  that  the  same  was  to  the  divdain, 
reproach,  and  contempt  of  his  majesty  or  his 
government,  as  he  is  hopeful,  no  word  in  tliat 
petition  can  genuinelv  infer.  Next  for  any 
expressions  relating  therein  to  the  government 
of  the  church  of  England  and  his  nujesty's 
chapel,  as  there  is  no  mention  made  thereof  in 
any  of  the  acts  of  the  proposition,  wherein  his  ma- 
jesty's lawful  government  is  oiUy  expreoed  and 
forbidden,  so  he  humbly  conceives  tnat  prelacy 
and  the  chapel  is  no  such  lawful  government 
and  form,  but  that  a  minister  of  the  church  of 
Scotland,  sworn  against  the  same  by  the  oath 
of  the  national  covenant,  and  solemn  league 
and  covenant ,  both  which  are  approven,  author- 
ize<l,  and  enjoined  by  the  canons  of  this  church 
and  law  of  this  land,  and  declared  to  have  the 
strength  of  act^  of  pvliament,  may  in  all  humi- 
lity petition  his  majesty,  who  is  in  the  same  cove- 
nant with  him,  that  the  same  be  not  established 
nor  received  in  any  part  of  his  dominions,  because 
of  tlie  oath  of  God  foresaid,  and  that  he  may,  ac- 
cording to  the  received  doctrine  of  the  church  of 
Scotland,  and  C'onfession  of  Faith  oi  both  king- 
doms, ratified  by  mrliament,  publicly  preach, 
that  prelacy'  is  no  lawful  government,  and  that 
the,  order  of  the  rhapel  is  no  warmntable  worship, 
without  incurring  the  pains  of  sedition  and  trea- 
son, which  yet  is  more  than  a  private  petition; 
and  without  l>oing  thought  a  meddler,  or  busy- 
iKMly  in  rt  aliena :  in  respect  whereof  he  humbly 
conceives,  he  cannot  be  convict  of  any  crime,  much 
less  high  treason,  upon  this  article  of  the  dittay: 
and  the  whole  subjects  of  thi.H  nation,  being  ob- 
litCed  by  the  Moienin  public  (mth  of  God  in  the  4th 
article  of  the  solemn  league  and  covenant,  to 
endeavotir  the  discovery  of  malignants,  which  in 
approven  not  only  by  an  act  of  the  committee  of 
CHtate^  in  the  year  1648,  but  also  by  an  act  of  par- 
liament lGi9,  that  all  places  of  power  and  trust 
might  be  filled  with  men  of  unquestionable  in- 
tegrity and  affection  to  the  cause  of  God,  and  of 
a  blanieleiis  and  Christian  conversation ;  he  doth 
humbly  conceive  that  his  petitioning  his  m^esty 
to  thit«  effect,  is  ho  far  from  being  treasonable, 
or  seditious,  or  any  ways  culpable  by  the  laws 
of  God,  or  of  the  land,  that  he  was  thereunto 
engaged  by  the  indispensable  oath  of  God  in 
the  cavenant,  and  in  the  solemn  public  ougage- 
Muent  unto  duties. 


the  writifl'  of  it,  but  many  others  had  of  the 
present  procedure  of  the  mas^gcra^  and  of  the 
dark  cloud  coming  upon  this  church. 


The  next  jMirt  of  this  article  bearfaag,  that  the 
defender  and  his  complices  did  not  4»ily  convo- 
cate  themselTcs,  but  abo  by  their  missive  ktteiy, 
commissions,  and  instructions  drnwn,  they  did 
presume  to  oonvocate  hb  majesty's  lieges,  Ik. 
It  is  answered,  Imo^  It  is  nut  nlerantly  sub- 
sumed under  the  act  of  parliament  131,  parlia- 
ment 8th,  James  VI.  fn  the  primotdtion.  For 
first,  in  that  act  meetings  only  that  take  upca 
them  jurisdictioo,  lead  process,  give  forth  sea- 
tenoe,  and  put  the  same  to  cxecutfon,  are  prohi- 
bit, as  is  clear  from  the  oocaaSon,  ground,  and  rise 
of  that  law  in  the  beginning  thmof^  seeing  that 
during  twenty-four  yean  preoedlug  the  maki^ 
of  that  act,  sundnr  forms  or  judgments  and  juris- 
dictions, as  well  m  spiritual  as  temporal  caustsi 
are  entered  in  the  priictice  and  custom,  wberebj 
the  king's  majesty's  subjects  are  often  conve- 
cated,  and  assembiied  together,  and  pains  as  wA 
civil  and  pecunial  as  ecclesiastical  ei^joined  ts 
them,  process  led  and  deduced,  sentence  ud 
decreets  given,  and  -the  same  put  to  exccutioiL 
It  is,  secondly,  clear  from  the  dispositive  reasoa 
of  the  act,  which  is,  that  there  was  no  such 
order,  thaf  is  aforesaid,  of  jurisdiction  established 
by  his  majesty  and  three  estates,  which  is  coo-, 
trary  to  tne  common  custom  obaerwd  in  asy 
well  governed  conmum  wealth.  Thhndly,  Fr«a 
the  statutory  words,  which  prohibit  jurisdictiea^ 
spiritual  and  temporal,  not  ^proven  by  his 
mejesty  and  three  estates  of  pariianaent,  aod 
convocating  for  holding  of  council,  cbnvcntione, 
or  assemblies,  to  treat,  ctmsult  and  detennias 
(not  alternative,  or  determine,  as  it  is  libelled) 
in  matters  of  state :  but  so  it  is,  the  meeting  or 
convocation  libelled  was  not  taking  upon  then 
airy  jurisdiction,  nor  to  determine  as  having 
power  in  any  matter  to  either,  of  state  or  othen; 
and  therefore  comes  not  under  the  compaesof 
that  act,  and  caimot  be  relevantly  subsumed 
thereupon.  Sdo,  JVon  relevat  drawn  up  except 
subscribed,  nor  subscribed  except  sent,  nor  enii 
except  thereupon  some  convocation  had  hap- 
pened, nor  convocation  except  the  aame  had 
been  tumultuary  and  seditious ;  and  the  defender 
oppoiies  the  common  unquestioned  and  proren 
custom  of  (he  nation,  by  which  persons  of  all 
ranks,  acconling  to  their  several  occasions,  briaf 
together  rannv  of  his  majesty's  lieges,  and  were 
never  quarrolled  therefore,  except  it  mauifcsily 
appear,  that  they  had  been  brought  together  ef 
purpofie  to  diMturb  the  peace,  the  contrary  wheiTof 
was  manifest  in  the  convocation,  wherein  the 
petition  was  drawn  up,  they  being  assembled 
neither  with  multitude  nor  tumult,  but  iji  a 
very  i<mall  number,  and  for  busini'M  in  iteclf 
lawful,  to  wit,  humble  petitioning  of  his  majesty 
for  preserving  and  carrying  on  the  woriL  of 
Reformation  and  unifonnity  in  religion,  accord- 
ing to  the  covenant,  which  obliges  them  to  <)« 
the  same  sincerely,  really,  and  constantly,  all 
the  days  of  their  life.  Next,  Stio,  Absulvittir, 
because  by  the  act  29,  parliament  40,  it  is  found 
and  declared,  that  citunciU,  conventions,  and 
aKsemblicM,  intended  for  the  dclcn(*c  and  preser- 
vation of  religion,  are  not  prohibit  by  any 
preceding  laws,  such  as  the  acts  of  the  propo- 
sition are,  and  for  this  purpoM  the  meeting  wai 
[  deax\^  Vd\«u^«^  qI  n^^koi*.  tluerefore. 


] 
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Sir,  ilingsof  my  poor  soul  on  your  behalf   |^. 

Mr  past  hopes  of  seeing  your  face  were  not  worth  yoiu*  time,  but  that 


the  flesh ;  to  tell  you  the  wrcst- 


'ticlo  bears  that  the  defender  being 
»re  his  majesty  and  the  committee 
*erth,  to  answer  tor  some  aeditiotu 
liable  sjH'et'theii  uttered  by  him  in 
tirliiig,  and  otherways,  against  his 
lority,  and  having  compeared,  that 
lid  treaitonably  diNclaim  and  decline 
ind  hU  authority,  and  that  he  did 
tneed  of  law  for  his  confinement, 
•re  length  is  contained  in  the  decli- 
•testation,  repoat«<l  as  a  pert  of  the 

coMtia.  It  Hftems  that  this  article 
iude<l  on  the  ISlHb  act,  parliament  8, 
tno  1584,  confirming  his  nifgesty's 
»Ter  all  estutra  and  subjects  within 
to  which  the  defender  sa}^  Imo, 
as  to  the  inferring  the  crime  and 
»f  treason.  Fi  rst,  that  act  confirms 
I  authority  to  his  majesty,  but  his 
and  authority*.  And  albeit  the 
h  mo«t  readily  acknowledge  his 
al  power  and  authority  to  extend 

civil,  and  that  as  civil  magistrate, 
ion  and  purgation  of  religion,  as  is 
he  ConfesNiou  of  Faith  of  this 
belong  unto  him,  or  that  as  it  was 
L'i^tiun  uniperor,  tliut  he  Im  epigcopua 
et  he  humbly  conceives,  that  the 
ithority  to  judge  of  ministers*  doc- 
rst  instant,  e!ii>ei'iallv  in  an  ortho- 
;htly  constituted  cnurch,  whose 
ire  acknowledged  and  established 
y's  own  authority  and  laws,  is  not 

authority  that  belongs  to  him  as 
ftte ;  but  being  a  power  and  autho- 
n  nature  spiritual  and  eccleahutical, 
'iv  belonipi  to  the  spiritual  office- 
»  house  or  God  under  Jesus  Christ, 
I  and  Master  over  his  own  house, 
his  church,  whose  kingdom  Is  not 
,  and  hath  appointed  that  the  spirit 
ts  should  be  subject  to  the  prophets ; 
istrate's  power  is  not  spiritual  and 
ut  civil  only,  and  what  is  most  con- 

and  consonant  to  his  majesty's 
fttlve,  as  it  ii  established  by  the 
ment  18,  James  VI.  aforeraid,  can 
rene,  as  not  that  act  itself  libelled 
>T  the  other  act  129,  parliament  8, 
lo  libelled  on.  That  establishes  that 
power  in  his  majesty's  person  over 

respect  whereot  he  is  Judge  com- 

his  subjects  of  whatsoever  estate, 
rment   to   prohibit  to  be  declined, 

laws  are  drawn  to  posterior  laws, 
:m,   ft  /.    ideo,  ff,  de  hg,  and  this 

1,  parliament  18,  is  declaratory  of 
tive  confirmed  in  that  first  act,  in 
M>f  his  majesty  is  judge  competent 
'  all  estates  in  manner  therein  con- 
M>  it  is,  the  declinator  and  protesta- 
led  in  this  article  does  contravene 

18,  in  so  far  a<«  all  that  is  declared 
it  hi.H  majesty  has  the  M»vereign 
er  all  estiites,  perMiiiK,  and  causes, 
lo  way  take  away  nor  exclude  the 
JictioiiR  nf  tJie  si^veral  jndic3tori(>s 
y  the  laws  of  the  kingdom,  other- 
id  i!vmcuate  all  the  jorisdictlona  of 


affection  constraineth  me  to  say,  I  am  both  in 


the  same,  and  presently  might  bring  all  causes 
immediately  before  h»  miijesty  and  council; 
which  will  not  be  affirmed. 

2do,  Aim  relevat,  because  of  the  transferring 
the  judgment  of  a  minister's  doctrine  from  his 
mi^estys  Immediate  decision  in  a  civil  cimrt, 
to  the  decision  of  the  judicatories  of  the  kirk, 
is  not  a  declining,  but  an  acknowledging  and 
maintaining  and  confirming  his  majesty's  power 
and  authonty  in  an  orderly  way,  or  in  such  a 
manner  as  hit  power  and  authority  is  asserted 
and  established  by  himself,  and  his  own  author- 
ity, in  his  laws ;  Vecaose  he  hath  by  many  laws 
and  acts  of  parliament,  ratified  and  established 
the  judicatories  of  the  kirk,  as  the  pro|»er  and 
competent  judges  of  ministers'  doctrine,  parti- 
cularly in  his  lUth  act,  pari.  IS,  anno  15$)2, 
in  which  the  haill  jurisdiction  and  discipline 
of  the  kh'k  over  judicatories  is  ratified  an<l 
Gonfirme<l ;  and  the  Hth  act  of  the  l^th  pari. 
Charles  I.  And  therefore,  though  there  may 
be  reason  to  condemn  thewe  declinators  of  his 
majesty's  royal  power  and  authority,  that  are 
made  ui>on  resipct  to  powers,  foreign  and  ex- 
otic, which  am  not  atrknowledged  by  his  miuesty, 
nor  established  by  his  hiws ;  yet  there  can  be  no 
reason  to  condemn  this,  because  the  avocating 
of  a  cause  from  one  court,  or  his  migesty'a 
jurisdiction  and  authority  in  one  court,  to 
another  court  established  by  the  same  authority, 
in  and  by  the  laws  of  the  kingdom ;  it  is  but 
a  taking  of  It  a  Ottart  ad  Ottarem,  and  from 
that  authority  In  one  court  to  the  same,  as 
approving  the  other,  and  that  the  doctrine 
contained  in  the  protestation  libelled  on,  be- 
longed  to  the  spiritual  jurisdiction  of  the  kirk 
doth  yet  more  appear,  because  it  was,  as  is 
clear  by  the  protestation  Itself,  upon  a  question 
merely  spiritual,  to  wit,  whether  the  resoHi- 
tions  were  contrary  to  the  word  of  God,  to  the 
oaths  of  the  covenant,  and  league  and  covenant, 
to  the  solemn  engagement,  to  the  declarations, 
remonstrances,  waminca,  causes  of  humiliation, 
and  resolutions  of  the  kirk,  offensive  and  scan- 
dalous, which  are  all  mere  spiritual  considera- 
tions, and  no  ways  ciril  and  p!olitic. 

Stio,  Aba  rdevtit,  because  declinators  that  are 
not  made  upon  the  account  of  foreign  and  ex- 
otic jurisdictions,  are  lawful  in  all  the  judica- 
tories of  the  kingdom  from  the  highest  to  the 
lowest.  It  is  usmd  to  propone  a  declinator  or 
exception  of  incompetency,  against  any  judge 
or  judicatory  within  the  nation,  when  in  the 
exercise  of  their  jurisdiction,  they  do  exc4-ed 
the  bounds  prescribed  by  the  law,  which  could 
not  be  said,  if  it  were  treasonable  to  decline  the 
king  and  the  council  as  incompetent  judges  in 
some  cases,  because  the  king's  majesty  may  be 
personally  present,  and  is  always  virtually  and 
by  his  authority  present  in  all  'the  judicatories 
of  this  nation,  as  effectually  auoad  omnes  ej^tus 
jurU,  as  In  the  committee  or  estates ;  and  is  it 
not  daily  ordinary  that  when  parties  trouble 
his  majesty's  cummiviimier'N  grace,  imd  ilirre 
estates  of  parliament,  with  cauj^es  and  businrsM 
proper  to  the  lord'^  of  .sewion,  ih'it  they  refer  it 
to  the  judge  ordinary,  and  will  not  meddle 
therewith  ? 

Ua^  Absolvitor,  bctcanaib  tlkSL\  %ie\^  ivtvct  ^Sm^ 
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1 66 1    ^'^^^  '^^  ^  ^^  hody  with  you,  and 

will  travail  till  you  be  delivered, 

and  I  may  well  do  it,  for  it  draweth  near, 


THE  HISTORY  OF  TH£  SUFFERINGS  [bOOK  L 

and  you  may  lift  up  your  head,  when  ootb  u 
yet  must  hang  down.  God  hath  provided  a 
sacrifice  for  himself^  not  an  Isaac,  but  your* 


making  thereof,  hath  been  often  repealed*  iinit 
materiallv  in  the  year  immediately  thereafter, 
by  a  declaration  under  king  James  his  own 
hand,  sent  to  the  commissioners  of  the  general 
assembly  of  the  kirk  of  Scotland  at  Linlithgow, 
December  7th,  16B5,  which,  he  says,  shall  be 
as  good  and  valid  as  any  art  of   parliament 
whatsomever,  insert  in  the  register  of  the  kirk ; 
In  which  declai*atiou  he  hath  these  wonls :  "  I 
for  my  part  sbull  never,  neither  my  posterity 
ought  ever  cite,  summon,  apprehend  any  pastor 
or  preacher  for  matter  of  doctrine  in  religion, 
salvation,  heresies,  or  true  interpretation  of  the 
soripture,  but,  according  to  my  first  act,  n'hicli 
r^nfirmeth  the  liberty  of  preaiching,  ministra- 
tion of  the  sacraments,  I  a%-ouch  the  siiuie  to  be 
a  matter  mere  ecclesiastic,  and  altogetlier  im- 
pertinent to  my  calling ;  thereiore  neither  shall 
I,  nor  ever  ought  they,  I  mean  mv  posterity, 
acclaim  au^  power  or  jurisdiction  m  the  fore- 
saids.**    ^V  hich  declaration  we  cannot  but  look 
upim  as  a  material  repealing  of  that  art,  l>e- 
oaiise  it  was  directly  and  of  purpoKc  penned 
and  subscribed,  and  sent  bv  the  king  to  the 
commissioner  of  the  general  as!«embly,  for  re- 
moving the  stumbling  offence,  and  easing  of  the 
grievance  and  complaint,  which  was  made  by 
the  whole  kirk  of  Scotland,   because    of   the 
TTV^ing  of   that   act.      Secondly,  That   act  is 
formallvand  expressly  repealed  in  the  I2th  pari. 
James  V'l.  act  114,  in  which  the  government 
and  jurisdiction  is  established   by  as^semblies, 
presbyteries,  &r.     And  the  act  libelled  upon,  in 
so  far  as  concerns  or  is  prejudicial  to  the  privi- 
Twe  of  spirituul  office-bearers,  concerning  hea*Is 
of  religion,   heresy,  excommunication,  or  any 
censure,  specially  grounded,  and    having  war- 
rant from  the  word  of  God :  but  so  it  is,  that 
the  act  of  iiarliament  propounded  upon  by  the 
pursuer,  dolh  in  nothing  concern  the  jurisdio- 
tion  of  the  kirk,  or  the  privileges  of  the  spirit- 
ual officers  thereof,  but  in  so  far  as  the  same 
does  establish  his  maiosty's  jurisdiction  in  spirit- 
ual reuses,  and  prohibits  all  declinators  of  that 
judp^ment,   which,   as  in   this  domgatory    and 
prejudicial  clause  to  the  privilege  of  the  kirk,  is 
in  this  rescissory  act  expressly  nist  and  made 
void :  likeas,  the  Ist  act,  pari.   18,  James  VI. 
proponed  upon,  with   the  3d   act  of  1st  pari. 
Charles  I.,   whercbv  the  king's  authority  and 
prerogative  is  established  over  all  estates,  persons 
and  causes,  is  repealed,  in  so  far  as  tlie  same 
are  prejudicial  and  derogatory  to  the  privilege 
of  the  kirk  of  God,  the  discipline  and  govern- 
ment of  her  officebearers  and  church  judica- 
tories, in  the  4th  act,  pari.  Sd,  Charles  I.,  and 
Mt  5,  of  the  same  parliament,  wherein  amongst 
the  causes  of  bygone  evils,  the  ^urisdietion  of 
secular  powers  in  matters   spiritual    is    com- 
plained upon,  and  the  committing  of  the  power 
cf  both  swords  to  persons  merely  ecclesiastical, 
and  the  giving  the  keys  to  p<>rsons  merely  civil 
ngainsE  the  privilege  of  the  church,  her  officers 
and  judicat4)ries,  and  remedy  provided  against 
the  same  for  thn  time  to  rome;  and  likewise 
by  the  6th  act,  2d  pari.  Charles  I.,  jurisdiction 
and  power  of  the  kirk  is  solely  and  only  in 
the  general  assembly,  provincial  synods,  pres- 
byteriea,  aa  wna  established  by  ths  act  \&ti%.    \i 


therefore  the  act  1592,  did  reacind  that  act  1^ 
anent  the  jurisdiction  of  the  king  la  all  canses 
spiritual,  and  since  by  this  act  of  Charles  I.  the 
act  1592  is  confirmed,  it  most  rescind  and  repeal 
the  act  ]  J64>  and  doth  in  express  words  rescind 
and  annul  all  and  whatsomever  acts  of  parlia- 
ment and  constitutions,  In  so  far  as  they  den^ 
^ate  and  are  prejudicial  to  the  spiritual  naton^ 
jurisdiction,  discipline,  and  privileges  of  this 
kirk  in  her  general,  provincial,  presbvteriil 
assemblies  and  kirk  sessions.  XMMtly,  'InatacC 
anno  1584>  and  all  other  acts  of  that  nature,  an 
rescinded  and  annulled  both  by  the  natioMl 
covenant,  and  by  the  solemn  league  and  cove- 
nant, which  were  not  only  posterior  in  tim^ 
and  are  ratified  in  parliament,  and  declared  ts 
have  the  strength  of  laws  and  acts  of  parlia- 
ment ;  but  also  in  the  nature  of  them  are  of 
more  strer^th  than  any  municipal  law  or 
statute,  as  being  confirmed  by  the  oolemn  puUie 
oath  of  God  taken  bv  his  majesty  and  all  tbt 
sulijeets  of  this  kingdom,  whicli  binds  to  main- 
tain and  defend  the  doctrine,  worship,  disclplins 
and  government  of  tiiia  kirk ;  which  eoveuant 
is  confirmed  by  the  treaty  at  Breda,  and  nti- 
fications  at  St.  Johnston  and  Stirling,  ratifying 
the^  said  treaty,  and  acts  of  parliament  that 
ratify  these  covenants. 

That  it  may  further  appear  how  good  ressos 
there  was  for  repealing  and  rescinding  that  law, 
and  for  declining  the  civil  magistrate,  as  com- 
petent jud^e  of  ministers*  doctrine  in  the  fint 
instance,  the  defender  doth  humbly  propone^ 
that  such  declinators  are  vrarmntable,  Firtt,  hf 
the  word  of  God,  which  is  the  sovereign  sod 
supreme  law  by  which  all  other  laws  arc  to 
be  regulated  and  squared.  Secotidly,  By  tbt 
confessions  of  faith,  and  doctrine  of  this  church, 
which  doubtless  ought  to  Ite  acknowledged  ky 
all  the  members  thereof,  to  be  binding  and 
obligatory,  and  by  all  the  subjects  of  this  kin^ 
don  I,  f«eeing  thev  are  ratified  and  confirmed  is 
parliament.  Thirdly,  By  the  practice  of  this 
church,  not  only  bef(»re,  but  also  since  that  act  rf 
parliament,  anno  1(^4,  was  made.  And  FcuiiiJf% 
By  the  judgment  of  sound  orthodox  divines,  siM 
the  strengtli  of  divine  I'eason. 

The  word  of  God  doth  clearly  hold  fortk, 
that  Jesus  Christ  hath  a  visible  kingdom,  whic^ 
he  exercises  in  or  over  his  visible  church,  which 
is  wholly  distinct  from  the  civil  powers  and 
governments  of  the  world,  and  not  depending 
upon  nor  subordinate  unto  these  governmcnti 
in  the  administrations  thereof,  which  are  spi- 
ritual, and  are  to  be  regulated  not  by  the  lawi 
of  men,  but  by  his  own  laws  set  down  in  hit 
word,  who  is  King  and  Lawgiver  of  his  bonier 
and  hath  committed  the  ministry  to  his  own 
office-bearers  under  himself,  John  xviii.  86, 97. 
INJatth.  xvi.  19.  John  xx.  28.  £zek.  xliii.  10^ 
11,  12.  Ileb.  iii.-5,  6.  The  Confeasions  of  Faith 
and  doctrines  of  this  diurch  do  also  affirm  Un 
same  thing ;  these  do  acknowledge  uo  head  cr 
lawgiver  over  the  visible  chnrch  of  Christ,  but 
Jesus  Christ  himself,  and  do  assert  the  govern- 
ment of  the  church  to  be  distinct  from  that  of 
the  civil  magistrate,  and  such  as  ought  to  be 
squared  by  Cnrist*s  own  laws,  and  exweised  by 
|V^«  of&Q^hfisxers  of  his  own  hoaae^  and  imy 


AP.  II.J 

That  eminent  peer  of  the  land,  highly 
mred  of  the  Lord,  and  yourself,  are  the 
ifiruits,  and  the  first  blood  in  this  kind 


len  in  the  CoofcHioiu  of  Faith  aiid  Books 
tiscipline  of  this  church :  for  Che  practice 
lis  church  there^  there  be  many  instances 
ich  dedinatm  extant  in  the  rKisters  and 
r  thereof,  particularly  that  of  Air.  David 
k  in  the  year  1596,  which  was  first  sub- 
ed  and  glTen  in  by  himself  to  the  king's 
sty  and  his  council,  then  sitting  at  £din- 
hp  upon  occasion  of  his  beiug  cited  to 
tear  before  them  to  answer  for  some  doc- 
I  which  he  had  preached  at  St.  Andrews, 
re  he  was  then  minister,  which  was  alleged 
be  king's  majesty  and  his  council  to  be 
onable  and  seditious ;  which  declinator  was 
ed  by  the  assemblies  of  this  kirk;  and  a 

after  his  giving  in  thereof,  was  subscribed 
hree  or  four  hundred  ministers,  who  yet 

not,  because  of  so  doing,  judged  nor  pro- 
sd  acainst  as  guilty  of  treason  and  sedition. 
ould  be  tedious  to  cite  the  testimonies  of 
idox  and  sound  divines,  who  have  written 
his  subject,  both  ancient  and  modem.  It 
town  what  won  siud  to  the  emperors  who 
I  Arian,  and  took  upon  them  to  judge  of 
doctrine  of  the  orthodox.  Tibi  Jbeus  im- 
Ml  commisitf  nobis  qua  tunt  ecdesia  con- 
ts  daUf  scriptum  at,  quee  sunt  Casaris 
ir£,  qtuB  sunt  Dei  Deo,  neque  fas  est  nobis 
riitm  in  terra  tenere,  neque  cum  imperator 
wiameion,  et  sacrorum,  aut  datium  ecdesite 
totem  habes.  The  treatises  and  books  of 
i,  English,  Belgic,  and  French,  and  other 
les,  written  for  the  defence  and  clearing  of 
divine  right  of  church  government,  and  of 
M»wer  of  the  magistrate  about  holy  things, 
thtt  appeals  from  the  church  in  church  mat- 
to  the  civil  magistrate  are  not  lawful,  do 
ain  many  assertions  and  testimonies  to  this 
MMe.      As  for  divine  reason,  the  defender 

only  say,  that  if  the  function  of  the  magts- 
I  be  distinct  from  the  ministerial  function  in 
M  causes  thereof,  then  must  needs  the  juris- 
ons  and  exercises  thereof  be  also  distinct,  and 
lepending  one  upon  another;  as  the  church 
At  lay  hold  upon  the  sword  of  the  magis- 
I,  so  neither  can  the  magistrate  take  the  keys 
le  church.  The  confounding  of  these,  and 
Jashings  and  encroachments  of  the  civil  and 
siastical  powers,  have  been  the  cause  of 
h  tronble  and  confusion  in  the  world,  and 
preserving  of  them  distinct,  and  giving  to 
Ml  the  things  that  are  God's,  and  to  Cnsar 
hings  that  are  Caesar's,  is  the  best  founda- 
of  OTder,  union  and  peace,  both  in  churcJi 
itate. 

n*  the  other  branch  of  this  article,  viz.  for 
ssting  for  remoed  of  law,  non  reUval,  because 
i  is  no  act  ai  parliament  contained  in  the 
osition,  which  doth  prohibit  the  same,  nei- 

doth  the  act  anent  declining  his  mi^esty's 
ority,  concern  the  protestation,  seeing  the 
I  b  consistent  and  com^tible  with  his  ma- 
's authority,  and  in  cnminalihus,  especially 
Toeibus  delictis,  as  that  of  treason,  there  can 
D  extension  of  an  act  of  parliament  from  the 
dne  native  sense  of  the  words  of  the  act 
r,  specially  seeing  by  the  8Hth  act,  pari.  2, 
lies  I.  it  IS  expressly  provided,  that  nothing 
I  -bs  counted  treason,  but  that  which  is  de- 
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after  an  hundred  years*  intemip-    j^^. 

don  and  indulgence :  who  may  or 

shall  follow  God  knowcth ;  every  one  can- 


dared  and  statute  to  be  such  by  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment. Secondly,  such  a  protestation  ior  rs* 
meed,  against  a  particular  law  for  remeed, 
against  a  particular  grievance  according  to  law, 
is  HO  far  from  importing  any  declamation  of  his 
mt^esty's  authority,  that  it  doth  import  an  ac- 
knowledji;ing  and  establishing  of  the  same,  be- 
cause it  imports  an  establishiiijg  of  his  majesty's 
authority  in  his  laws,  according  to  which,  and 
no  otherwise,  remeed  is  desired. 

The  last  article  wherein  the  defender  b  accused, 
for  giving  advice  in  a  certain  meeting  of  minis- 
ters and  elders  at  Stirling,  not  only  to  suspend 
his  majesty  from  the  exercise  of  his  royal  power, 
but  also  to  imprison  him  in  the  castle  of  Stir- 
ling, and  when  it  was  answered  by  one  of  the 
number,  they  mi^ht  as  well  proceed  against  his 
life,  that  the  defender  replied,  that  it  was  not 
yet  seasonable  to  speak  of  that,  but  that  it  was 
fit  he  should  first  he  secured.  To  which  the  de- 
fender answers,  Imo,  'lliat  the  same  is  an  unjust 
and  false  aspersion ;  he  had  never  such  a  pur- 
pose in  hU  heurt,  much  less  did  he  utter  any 
such  wonls.  2do,  The  article,  as  it  is  conceived, 
is  not  reli.'^'ant  in  so  far  as  it  doth  condescend 
upon  such  a  lax  and  wide  space  of  time,  viz. 
1650  or  l(i51,  whereas  in  law  the  pursuer  ought 
to  condescend  upon  the  year,  month,  and  day  of 
the  crime  alleged,  especially  in  delictis  momenta' 
nets,  wliirh  are  not  reiterated  nor  repeated  ex 
sua  naturoj  but  once  only  committed,  L,S,ff. 
de  AccHs,  L.  si  quando,  and  if  the  day  were  con- 
descended upon,  the  defender  might  have  giMNl 
ground  thereby  given  him  to  prove  that  he  was 
alibi  that  day.  Lastly^  The  said  article  is  no 
ways  relevant,  in  respect  it  doth  not  condescend 
upon  the  names  of  the  ministem,  and  ruling 
elders  in  the  meeting,  to  whom  these  words  were 
alleged  to  have  been  spoken,  neither  upon  the 
name  of  that  person  who  did  answer  the  defender 
his  alleged  overture,  nor  upon  the  circumstance 
of  the  place,  in  Stirling,  in  which  these  speeches 
are  alleged  to  have  been  spoken,  by  which  gen- 
eral libelling  the  defender  is  deprived  of  his  &w- 
ful  defences,  viz.  that  those  persons  were  alibi, 
or  were  dead :  in  respect  whereof  the  libel  is  ir- 
relevant, and  ought  not  to  be  sustained  by  your 
lordships. 

The  defender  having  now  answered  the  whole 
indictment,  concludes  thus,  Imo,  That  he  did 
never  purpose  or  intend  to  speak,  write,  or  act 
anything  disloyal,  or  seditious,  or  treasonable 
against  his  minesty's  person,  or  government,  God 
is  witness.  And  what  he  has  spoken,  written, 
or  acted,  in  any  of  these  things  wherewith  he  is 
charged,  hath  been  merelv  and  singly  from  a 
principle  of  conscience;  that  according  to  the 
weak  measure  of  light  given  him  of  God,  he 
might  do  his  duty  in  his  station  and  calling,  ns  a 
minister  of  the  gospel,  upon  which  cccount  only, 
an<l  no  other,  he  hath  meddled  in  these  matters, 
keeping  himself  within  the  bounds  of  what  was 
competent  to  a  minister  of  the  gospel.  2</o,  Be- 
cause conscience  tak*>n  quoris  wodo,  is  not  a  suf- 
ficient plea,  though  it  may  in  a  good  measure 
extenuate,  it  cannot  wholly  cxcutic;  he  (loth 
humbly  say,  that  he  hnth  foun  led  his  speoclies, 
ond  writings,  and  actions  in  tl.cse  things  ^  ^'U* 
as  he  was  aooesssry  thcreimtA,  a'^on  \>e^v«<$t^«lt 
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1861    ''^  racehre  thia  dignity,  sare  they 

to  whom  it  18  g^ven.    The  buried 

cause  of  Christ  shall  live  in  your  deaths  and 
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what  all  your  oontendings  for  it  wM 
were  aliye  could  not  do,  your  blood  s 
when  you  are  gone.     Tlie  Lord  • 


God,  anr  the  Conftalimi  of  Fidth,  and  doctrine  of 
tbu  church,  and  upon  the  natioiud  coTenant,  and 
■olemn  league  ana  ooTenant,  and  lolemu  public 
acknowledgment  of  aina,  and  engagement  unto 
dutjea,  and  upon  the  laws  of  the  laira,  and  public 
declared  Judgment  of  the  kingdom :  and  there- 
fore humbly  pra]rs  and  expecta^  that  your  lord- 
•hipa  will  not  look  upon  mm  as  a  person  guilty 
of  any  disloj'alty,  or  seditimi,  or  treason  iwalnst 
his  migesty  and  his  laws,  but  that  ye  will  absolve 
him  from  the  charge  thoreof  libelled  against  him 
in  the  indictment. 

Additiim  to  the  defence  of  the  &th  etep,  of  the  9th 
artide  of  the  Catuet  of  Wrath, 

Testimonies  out  of  the  Declarations  and  public 
Papers  of  the  kirk  and  kingdom  of  Scotland. 

Fint,  the  commissioners  of  the  general  assem- 
bly, in  their  "  Solemn  and  Seasonable  Warning," 
December  19th,  1646,  printed  at  Edinbureb, 
page  4tli,  have  these  words :  "  So  long  as  h'n 
mp^est^  doth  not  approve  in  his  heart,  and  seal 
with  his  hand,  the  league  and  covenant,  we  can- 
not but  apprehend  that,  according  to  his  former 
principles,  ne  will  walk  in  opposition  to  the  same, 
and  study  to  draw  us  in  to  tne  violating  thereof.*' 

SecontUv,  The  kirk  of  Scotland  did,  before  the 
treaty  with  the  king,  in  many  of  thoir  public  de- 
clarations and  papers^  hold  forth,  that  the  king's 
interest  was  subordinate  to  the  interest  of  GmI, 
and  of  religion  ;  and  therefore  we  find  this  sub- 
ordination holden  fwth,  and  engaged  unto  both 
in  the  national  covenant,  and  in  the  solemn 
league  and  covenant,  which  doth  oblige  us  to 
maintain  and  defend  the  king's  person,  and  au- 
thority, in  the  defence  and  preservation  of  true 
religion,  and  liberties  of  the  kingdom,  upon 
which  cohsideration  the  commissioners  of  the 
general  assembly,  in  their  humble  representation 
to  the  honourable  esutea  of  parliamenty  the  ^th 
of  April  16-iS,  printed,  do  take  notice  of  a  new 
interpretation,  which  the  declaration  of  the  par^ 
Hameut  puU  upon  this  article  of  the  solemn 
league  and  covenant,  and  uWa  their  lordships, 
that  no  such  interpretation  hath  been  made  by 
the  assembly  of  the  kirk,  of  the  solemn  league 
and  covenant,  as  their  lordships  are  pleaaed  there 
to  make  of  it. 

The  commissioners  of  the  general  assembly,  in 
their  declaration  at  Edinburgh,  1st  Maroh,  1648, 
printed,  do  declare,  *<  that  although  in  the  cove- 


,-  __  preserv- 
ing and  defending  the  true  religion  and  liberties 
of  the  kingdom ;  and  that  although  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  cause,  the  good,  soifety,  and  secu- 
rity ot  religion  have  bc«n  principally  sought 
after,  and  insisted  upon,  yet  solicitations,  per- 
suasions, and  endeavours  have  not  been,  nor  are 
wanting  for  his  majesty's  restitution  to  the  exer- 
ise  of  hi9  royal  power,  and  for  espousing  his 
migesty's  quarrel,  notwithstanding  his  not  grant- 
ing the  public  desires,  roncemlnr  the  covenant 
and  religion ;  and  this  course  is  clearly  contrary 
to  the  declared  resolution  of  the  parliament  of 


principles  and  professions  of  the  conTcni 
of  the  eommittee  of  estates,  before  any  i 
vice  was  desired  or  had  from  na.* 

The  commiarioners  of  the  general  assei 
tlie  year  1650^  in  their  answer  to  the 
observations  upon  the  assembly's  ded 
printed,  speak  thus,  psge  SSd,  conoeni 
subordination  of  dvil  power,  to  the  goo 
llgion :  "  It  is  granted  bv  your  ioradij 
that  it  is  a  great  bin  In  kings  to  do  otl 
but  that,  if  kings  fail  in  rdicion,  the  m^ 
notwithstanding  tied  to  obedience  in  thin 
We  conceive  tliat  it  will  not  be  denied,  i 
commiasicmers)  that  sulnects  are  as  sM 
to  a  subordination  of  all  to  God  as  t] 
is.  Doth  not  the  word  oblige  all  men,  i 
king  or  aubjects,  to  prefer  the  glory  of  G 
the  good  of  reli^on  to  all  things,  to  seek  I 
first  place,  to  postpone  it  to  uothmg  wlutsi 
And  again,  page  S8th,  of  the  same  anaii 


are  sorry  (say  the>')  to  see  their  interesti 
"ed 


carefully  provided  for,  and  so  little 
religion,  which  indeed  was  the  nudn  ai 
ciinu  cause  of  our  engagement  iu  the  lal 
Tne  declaration  also  of  the  general  esse 
the  year  1618,  printed,  speaketh  thus :  ■* 
as  the  duty  of  defending  his  majesty's 
and  authority,  is,  bv  the  3d  article  of'^tl 
naut,  qualified  with  a  subordination  ui 

ftreservation  and  defence  of  the  trnie  rellg 
iberties,  there  is  no  Huch  qualification  i 
ordination  asserted  in  the  present  engsj 
but  is  so  carried  on,  as  to  make  duties 
and  for  religion^  conditional,  qualified, '. 
and  duties  to  the  king  abmlute  and  unJUi 
And  again,  in  the  same  declaration,  mall 
is  revived,  in  spreading  of  specious  pr 
vindicating  wrongs  done  to  his  mijeat; 
desire  not  to  be  mistaken,  as  if  rrapect  m 
to  his  mi^esty  were  to  be  branded  with 
famous  mark  of  malignancy ;  but  we  w 
who  would  not  come  under  this  foul  sti 
onlv  in  their  speech  and  profession,  but  r 
their  whole  carriage,  not  to  own  nor  pref 
own  nor  the  interest  of  any  creature  wl 
ever,  before  the  interest  of  Christ  and  re 
llie  representation  also  of  the  commk 
of  the  ^eueral  assembly,  1648,  April  9M 
ith,  printed,  speaketh  thus:  **  lour  la 
are  obliged  by  the  .Sd  article  of  tlte  corai 
defend  his  mi^esty's  person  and  authority 
defence  and  preservation  of  the  true  relig 
liberties  of  the  kingdom ;  we  suppose  yoi 
ships  sliould  not  demand  Irom,  nor  pra 
the  kingdom  of  £ngland,  his  migeaty'a  : 
tion,  except  with  that  (qualification  in  tl 
nant,  and  with  subordmation  to  religk 
the  liberties  of  the  kingdoms ;  and  how  c 
subordination  according  to  the  covenant 
to  be  observed  in  your  l<atlshipo'  rtrniai 
stands,  if  his  majesty  be  broiWot  with  1 
freedom  and  safety,  and  without  auiiB 
establishing  religion  and  peace?  wetWK 
to  your  lordships'  consciences,  whether.  1 
Jesty  shall  be  restored  to  his  honour,  hste 
Christ  be  restored  to  his  honooz^  and  ai 
his  throne  of  government,  before  Jesoa  Q 


tbh  kingdom,  ifier  advice  desired  from  us,  upon    . 

<Ae  cNee  conoeming  the  king  then  prooouiidea  to  \  set  ^^oiiihiatliTQne  of  government  of  Ua  4 
as;  aud  it  ia  ro  lem  contrary  ^say  they)  to  t!be\  an^^taams^^ix^  YQX\ii«.Q«ai9ajdMLel^]ih« 
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XHit  to  set  and  fix  his  standard    und  sorts  of  persona  within  the  hind,    .^g. 
1  the  blood  and  sufferings  of  his    ere  all  be  done :  and  whether  nuuiy 
people,  it  may  be  of  all  ranks  .  or  few,  or  none  at  all,  (which  is  not  likely) 


ances  of  Christ  have  a  free  coune ; 

hit  migestT's  wfety  shall  not  b« 
and  Kecuredy  heforv  either  church 
in  say,  that  thev  are  iu  a  condition 
nd  is  this  to  endeavour  the  settling 
fore  all  worldly  iutcrests,  or  rather 

the  king's  interest?"    The  Mime 

I  in  the  ^th  page,  speakcth  thus : 
It  your  lordships  in  mind,  that  the 
nant  doth  join  with  his  n^jesty^s 
od  behaviour  in  his  office,  saying, 
ncss  and  stability  of  religion  and 
ppend  upon  the  safety  awl  good 
his  majesty,  as  upon  a  comfortable 
f  God's  mercy,  granted  to  this 
:he  maintenance  of  this  kirk,  and 
>f  justice :  otherwise,  if  a  king  do 
for  the  maintenance  of  true  reli- 
uistration  of  justice,  it  is  not  his 
that  makes  the  people  to  be  in 
happiness  withal,  as  our  quietness 

8  dependeth  on  his  majesty,  and 
his  duty,  as  an  instrument  and 
lod  for  go(»d,  so  the  honour,  great- 
piness  of  the  king's  ro^-al  mi\)esty, 
are  of  his  subjects,  doth  depend 
ity  of  religion,  as  is  well  ezpreiwed 
hips'  oath  of  parliament,  in  the 
wn  of  the  commihslon  to  the 
ration**  on  the  assembly's  declara- 
1648,  p.  10th,  be  these  words :  Their 

II  doiiit;  dutii.'s  to  his  majesty,  viz. 
to  honour,  freedom  and   safety, 

ing  of  the  fear  of  any  bad  conse- 
much  more  ought  we  to  do  duties 
:o  see  the  security  of  religion  before 

restitution,  whatever  danger  or 
Dce  rome?  In  the  declaration  of 
issombly  to  Kngland,  in  the  year 
,  be  the^e  words :  "  We  arc  not 
"estoring  of  his  mnjenty  to  the  ex- 
power  in  a  right  and  orderly  way, 
ig  the  great  expense  of  blood,  and 
gdom  hath  been  at,  for  maintaining 
erties,  and  bringing  the  work  of 
this  length,  and  considering  his 
rseness  fn>m  the  reformation,  and 
to  epiMTuimry,  we  trust,  that  secu- 
t  be  demanffrd  for  religion,"  &c. 
is  yet  more  considerable,  n<}t  only 
iedged  to  be  a  sin,  in  the  solemn 
tent  of  public  sins,  and  breach  of 
t,  conde*icende<l  by  the  commis- 
e  general  assembly,  and  approven 
littee  of  estates,  October  1648,  and 
y  the  parliament,  and  solemnly 
lay  ot  two  of  solemn  public  humi- 
;  the  ministers  and  congr^ations 
:  "  lliat  some  among  ourselves 
1  to  put  into  the  hands  of  our  king, 

and  unlimited  power,  and  that 
vteuce  of  relieving  and  doing  for 
list  he  refuses  to  do  what  is  neces- 
wose  of  God,  some  have  ranvemed 

moat  of  all  the  articles  of  the 
But  also  in  the  solemn  engagement 
ndcacended  upon  by  the  commis- 
m  genaral  aasemUy,  and  api»t)vcn 
aittat  frf*  «tat«s  and  parjiament, 


and  solemnly  sworn  by  the  whole  land  at  tha 
time  of  the  renewing  of  the  covenant,  we  are 
idl  of  us  solemnly  obliced  in  the  first  ortida 
of  Uiat  engagement,  "  1  oat  because  religion  is 
of  all  things  the  most  excellent  and  preclouo, 
the  advancing  and  promoving  the  power  thereof 
against  all  uugodlinesa  and  profanity,  the  secur- 
ing and  prewrving  the  purity  thereof  against 
error,  heraiy,  and  schism,  and  carrying  on  the 
work  of  uniformity,  shsll  be  studied  and  eiu 
deavoured  by  us  before  all  worldly  Intereeta, 
whether  coocemiog  the  king,  ounelvcs^  or  any 
other  whatsomever." 

Secoiidly,  There  be  many  things  to  be  found 
in  the  public  papers  of  the  klnc  of  Scotland, 
arguing  the  oinfuliien  of  restoring  the  king  to 
the  exercise  of  his  royal  power,  whilst  con- 
tinuing in  known  opposition  to  the  work  of 
reformation,  or  before  necessary  security  given 
for  religion,  from  the  great  end  and  duty  of 
magistracy  itself,  from  the  mutual  covenants 
and  contracts  betwixt  the  king  and  his  peo]»le, 
from  the  oath  of  coronation,  which  is  ratified 
by  act  of  parliament,  and  is  to  be  taken  by^  all 
the  kings  that  reign  over  the  realm,  at  the  time 
of  their  coronation,  and  receipt  of  their  princely 
authority,  whereby  they  are  obliged  to  be  of 
one  perfect  religion,  or  to  serve  the  same  eternal 
God  to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  according  as 
he  hath  required  in  his  most  holy  word,  and 
to  maintain  the  true  religion  of  Christ  Jesus, 
the  preachinff  of  his  holy  word,  and  the  due 
and  right  administration  of  the  sarramentsi, 
now  received  and  preached  within  this  realm, 
and  that  they  shall  abolish  and  gainstand  all 
false  religion  contrary  to  the  same,  and  from 
the  danger  of  arbitrary  and  unlimited  power ; 
and  sundry  other  grounds  and  reasons  of  that 
kind,  which  would  be  tedious  to  repeat,  with 
the  passages  of  the  public  papers  wherein  they 
are  mentioned.  Therefore,  passing  other  papers 
emitted  by  the  kirk  concennng  thoee  things,  we 
do  only  refer  unto  the  printed  declaration  of  the 
general  assembly,  1640,  In  which  we  will  find  a 
brief  sum  of  the  arguments  and  reasons  that 
arc  more  largely  scattered  in  former  mipers  to 
this  purpose,  with  a  conclusion  drawn  therefrom 
concemmg  the  sinfulness  of  admitting  the  king 
to  the  exercise  of  his  royal  power,  before  the 
obtaining  real  security  for  religion,  which  secu- 
rity could  not  be  obtained,  he  continuing  in  his 
former  knoti'n  opposition  to  the  work  of  refor- 
nmtion ;  which  declaration,  in  so  far  as  concerns 
this  business,  is  rep<«ted  in  the  book  of  **  the 
Causes  of  Wrath,**  In  the  enlargement  of  the 
bth  step  of  the  9tb  article. 

In  toe  third  place  it  is  to  be  remembered, 
that  the  commissioners  of  the  general  assembly, 
in  the  years  1649  and  1650,  do  hold  forth  in 
their  Instructions  and  letters  rriating  to  the 
treaty  with  the  king,  eonceming  this  purpose. 
First,  in  their  instructions  1649,  they  do  reouire 
their  commissioners  effectually  and  seriously  to 
represent  unto  the  king's  majesty,  the  evil  of 
the  popish,  prelatical  and  malignant  party,  and 
to  labour  to  persuade  him  to  forsake  their 
counsels  and  courses,  and  to  cleave  to  those  who 
would  be  faithful  to  God  and  to  his  majesty. 
And  in  theh:  inatmcAlona  \«SA,  \^  ««  Va^ 


188 

.^Pl     shall  be  added  unto  you,  I  believe 

to  it  shall  be  the  gathering  of  his 

people ;  and  then  I  am  sure  your  sufferings 


stmcted  (o  desire  him  to  take  coune,  that  his 
council  and  family  mav  consist  only  of  such  as 
are  of  known  int^nity  and  affection  to  the 
cause  of  God,  and  of  a  blameless  and  Christian 
conversation;  which,  they  say,  there  is  the 
more  reason  to  urge,  because  most  of  the  evils 
that  have  afflicted  the  king's  house  and  liis 
people,  have  issued  in  a  suecial  manner  from 
the  king's  council  and  family,  their  disaffection 
and  looseness. 

The  commissioners  of  the  general  assembly, 
upon  report  of  closing  of  the  treaty  with  the 
king  at  Breda,  in  the  ye^ir  1650,  by  an  express 
sent  from  them  for  that  effect,  they  do  in  a 
large  letter  written  to  their  commissioners,  of 
the  date  SOtli  of  May  1H50,  profess  tlieir  dis- 
affection therew^ith,  in  which  letter  are  these 
passages.  "  We  cannot,**  say  they,  "but  pro- 
fess ourselves  to  be  exceedingly  unsatisfied  with 
his  majesty's  concessions,  as  coming  short  of 
many  of  the  material  and  important  desires  of 
this  kirk  and  kingdom,  concerning  the  securitv 
of  religion,  and  the  {leace  of  the  kingdom. 
And  in  another  pbice  of  that  letter :  "  Albeit," 
say  they,  "  we  conceive  ourselves  bound  with  all 
cordial  affection,  heartily  to  invite  and  welcome 
his  mi^esty  upon  complete  satisfaction  to  the 
desires  of  kirk  and  kingdom ;  yet  it  is  matter 
of  stumbling  to  us,  that  he  should,  not  only 
without  sucn  satisfaction  so  far  as  wc  coulil 
discern,  but  that  assurances  are  also  given  to 
him  in  matters  of  great  importance,  not  yet 
determined  by  the  parliament  of  this  kingdom, 
or  general  assembly,  or  commissioners  of  the 
kirk."  And  again  in  the  same  letter :  "  As  wc 
eai'nestly  pray  for,  and  desire  to  endeavour  u 
sound  agreement  with  his  mojesty,  so  we  con- 
ceive ourselves  bound  to  discover  and  avoid  the 
evil  of  such  an  agreement  as  will  prove  dan- 
gerous and  destructive  to  the  kirk  of  God  in 
our  hands ;  and  thejrefore,  as  we  are  confident 
that  ye  will  be  short  in  no  duty  that  ye  owe  to 
the  king,  or  that  may  procure  a  right  under- 
standing or  happy  settling  l>etwixt  his  majesty 
and  this  kirk  and  kingdom,  so  we  also  persuade 
ourselves  that  ye  will  take  heed  of  snares,  and 
discern  well  of  the  r4>unie]s  of  all  the.se  who 
have  been  involved  in  the  late  defection,  and 
are  not  yet  convinced  of,  nor  humbled  for  the 
offence  given  thereby."  The  commissioners  of 
the  general  assembly,  did  at  the  same  time  send 
this  particulai'  instruction  to  their  C4iniini8- 
sioners  at  Bredu.  "  You  shall  not  foil,  for 
preventing  and  removing  of  ull  questions  and 
debates  auent  the  king's  oath,  to  declare  by  a 
paper  to  his  majesty,  that  it  doth  not  only 
import  his  allowance  and  approbation  of  the 
national  covenant  and  solemn  league  and  cove- 
nant, to  bis  subjects,  but  also  that  his  own 
■wearing  and  subscribing  the  same,  and  in  the 
words  subjoined  thereto,  imports  his  allowance 
and  approbation  of  all  the  heads  and  articles 
thereotj  in  his  own  particular  judgment,  and 
his  engagement  to  every  one  of  them,  as  much 
as  the  oath  of  any  of  the  subjects  thereto,  im- 
ports their  approlmtion  and  engagement." 

By  tht^e  things  we  hope  it  is  manifest  and 
dear,  tbut  the  kirk  of  Scotland  did  T«^\ur«  \ii 
the  king,  a  discontinuing  from  b\s  former  op- 
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are  well  rewarded,  and  not  only  yours,  bu 
all  the  blood  that  shall  be  shed,  well  be 
stowed  in  the  gathering  of  his   scattera 


position  to  the  work  of  reformation,  before  ad 
mltting  him  to  the  exercise  of  his  roy^  powa 
as  a  thing  necessary  for  the  security  of  religi« 
and  that  they  judged  It  not  duty,  but  sin  to  d 
othnrwiae. 

Fourthly,  We  shall  show  this  to  have  bsai 
the  common  received  doctrine^  and  public  Ja^l 
ment  of  the  kirk  of  Scotland,  after  the  tnsl] 
with  the  king,  or  after  the  king's  homeoomiq 
into  Scotland ;  which  appears  first  from  Ih 
printed  declaration  of  the  oommissioncrs  of  Ai 
general  assembly,  the  ISth  Auf^ust,  1650,  whtt 
speaks  in  this  manner :  **  The  oommtssisn  d 
the  general  assembly  considering,  that  tkn 
may  be  just  ground  of  stumbling,  from  Ik 
king's  m^esty*s  refusing  to  snbscribe  and  tak 
the  declaration  offered  to  him  by  the  commhlK 
of  estates,  and  commissioners  of  the  gcnsil 
assembly,  concerning  his  former  carnage,  ill 
his  resolution  for  the  future,  in  refovnoe  to  Ai 
cause  of  God,  and  the  enemies  and  friaAi 
thereof,  do  herefore  declare,  that  this  kirk  ni 
kingdom  do  not  own  nor  espouse  any  maligaial 
quarrel  or  interest,  but  that  they  nght  mcnlf 
uimii  their  former  grounds  and  principlM,  ni 
in  defence  of  the  cause  of  God,  and  of  tkt 
kingdom,  as  they  have  done  these  twelve  ynn 
post,  and  therefore,  as  they  disclaim  all  the  hb 
and  guilt  of  his  house,  so  they  would  not  cm 
him  nor  his  interest,  otherways  than  with  lok- 
ordination  to  God,  and  so  far  as  he  owns  uit 
prosecutes  the  cause  of  God  and  the  covenm^ 
and  likewise  all  the  enemies  and  IKends  tlMf» 
of."  Secondly,  It  appears  from  the  cause  of  iIm 
fiut  at  Stirling  condescended  upon,  first,  by  dbi 
presbytery  with  the  army,  and  afterwiuds  ip- 
proven  by  the  commisaioners  of  the  general  atM» 
bly  at  Stu'Hng,  a  little  af\er  the  defeat  at  Duabir, 
in  which  it  is  offered,  that  we  ought  to  moan 
for  the  manifold  provocaticms  of  the  king^ 
house,  which  we  fear  are  not  truly  repented  sC 
nor  forsaken  by  him  to  this  day,  togetlier  witl 
the  crooked  and  precipitant  ways  that  mn 
taken  by  sundry  of  our  statesmen  for  canrfai 
on  the  treaty  with  the  king.  Secondly,  ih 
commissioners  of  the  general  assembly,  ia  a 
remonstrance  of  theirs  to  the  states,  of  the  dstt 
at  Perth,  29th  of  November,  16M,  do  cxhoit 
"  That  they  would  seriously  lay  to  heart  sB] 
sin  or  guiltiness  through  sinful  precipitancT 
and  unsti'ttight  designs  and  carnal  policy,  h 
api>ointing  addresses  for  treating  with  theUnf 
and  in  the  way  of  can^nng  on  .md  closing  tfi 
same,  and  what,  upon  ser£u««  ^ejii'ch,  your  lard 
ships  shall  find  may  give  glory  lo  God,  in  aa  la 
geuuous  confession  and  acknow.edgmeot  thertif 
and  sincere  humiliation  before  him  for  tbi 
same."     I'hirdly,   The  causes  of   the  finit  a 


Perth,  condescended  upon  by  the  oummissioooi 
of  the  general  assembly,  for  the  king  and  hi 
family,  26th  of  December,  1650.  In  which  csbmb 
besides  what  relates  to  the  king,  his  royal  fatlMr. 
and  his  royal  grandfather,  are  these  things  n 
lating  to  the  king  himself,  the  present  fciag. 
"  His  entering  to  tread  the  same  step,  by  clssiaf 
a  treaty  with  the  popish  Irish  rebels,  who  hti 
shed  so  much  blood,  and  granting  them  not  sid) 
\  lVi«\s  Y«c«(mal  liberty,  but  also  the  five  eaBod* 
\  of  \\ia  vs(\\3i^  t^^!^ks«^  «^  ^3bal  ha  inight  vm 
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people.  The  healing  and  reparation  of  all 
their  breaches  ihall  begin  at  your  ashes,  who 
in  TOUT  days  have  been  esteemed  a  man  of 


•hem  n^ntt  hli  protestuit  niUects.  Mly,'By 
niinmiMioiuitiDg  ■  James  Lrnham  again  to 
invade  the  kingdom,  who  were  striving  to  be 
faithful  to  the  cause  and  to  his  majesty,  and 
to  give  commissions  for  sundry  at  sm  and  land 
for  that  end.  Sdly,  By  his  refusing  for  a  time 
the  just  satis&ction  which  was  deSred  by  the 
khrk  and  kingdom.  4thly,  His  entertaining 
private  correspondences  with  malignants  and 
cnemieB  to  the  cause,  contrary  to  the  covenant, 
whereupon  he  was  drawn  at  Ust  to  a  public 
and  scandalous  deserting  of  the  public  judica- 
tories of  this  kingdom,  so  contrary  to  the  treaty, 
hia  oath,  declarations,  and  confessions;  where- 
upon followedmany  offences  and  inconveniences, 
and  to  join  with  xnalignants  and  perverse  men, 
irho  wen  by  his  warrant  encouraged  to  take 
arms  at  such  a  time,  to  the  hazaiding  of  the 
cause,  IVMtering  of  jealousies,  and  the  disturbing 
the  p«a(%  of  this  Icinj^dom.  These  things,  say 
the  commissioners  of  the  general  assembly,  in 
the  causes  oi  humiliation,  being  seiudbly  laid 
cot  before  the  Lord,  he  is  with  fervent  prayers 
to  be  eiitrMted  to  do  away  the  controversies  he 
baa  against  the  king  or  his  house  for  these 
transgreiisions,  and  that  he  may  be  graciously 
pleased  to  bless  the  king's  person  and  govern- 
ment.** These  causes  of  fast  at  Stirling  and 
Perth,  and  the  remonstrance  cited,  are  to  be 
found  in  the  registers  of  che  kirk. 

In  the  last  place,  we  shall  bring  some  things 
which  may  also  prove  the  same  to  have  been  the 
wublle  judgment  of  this  state  or  kingdom  of 
Scotland.  Fuvt,  The  parliament  1&46,  in  their 
decLuration  concerning  their  resolutions  for  re- 
ligion, king,  and  kingdoms,  in  pursuance  of 
tfie  ends  of  the  covenant ;  as  they  do  all  along 
acknowledge  the  first  motive  of  these  king- 
doms engi^ng  in  a  solemn  league  and  cove- 
nant, to  have  been  for  reformation  and  defence 
of  religion ;  so  iu  the  Gth  page  of  that  declara- 
tion, as  it  stands  printed  in  the  acts  of  parlia- 
ment, they  do  expressly  declare,  "  that  they 
naolved  not  to  put  in  bis  mi^esty*s  hands,  or 
any  other  whatsomever,  any  such  power,  where- 
by the  ends  of  the  covenant,  or  any  one  of  them 
nay  be  obstructed  or  opposed,  religion  or  pres- 
byterian  government  endangered;  but  on  the 
eontrar,  before  an  agreement  or  condition  to  be 
made  with  his  mi^esty,  having  found  his  majes- 
tr's  late  concessions  and  offers  concerning  re- 
l^^ion  not  satisfactory,  that  he  give  assurance 
by  his  aolemn  oath  under  hia  hand  and  seal, 
that  he  shall  for  himself  and  his  successors 
give  his  royal  assent,  and  agree  to  such  act  or 
arts  of  parliament,  and  biUa,  as  shall  be  present- 
ed to  him  by  his  parliaments  of  both  or  either 
kingdoms  respective,  by  enjoining  the  league 
and  covenant,  and  fully  establishing  presbyterial 

Kvemment,  Directory  of  Worship^  and  Con- 
ision  of  Faitli,  in  ail  his  dominions,  and  that 
his  majesty  shall  never  make  any  opposition  to 
any  of  these,  nor  endeavour  any  change  thereof." 
Mly,  The  parliament  1649,  as  they  do  in  their 
■seond  act,  January  6th,  approve  of  the  solemn 

£blic  confession  of  dns,  and  engagement  unto 
ties ;  ao  do  they  in  the  4th  act,  of  the  date 
18th  of  JanoMrjy  16i9,  Bpprare  of  the  desires, 
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strife  and  contention.  God  hath 
much  to  do  for  you  and  yours, 
when  you  are  gone ;  but  alas  I  I  fear  a  darii 


supplications,  remonstrances,  declarations  of  the 
kirk,  and  representation  of  the  commissioners 
of  the  genend  assembly,  against  the  restoring 
the  king  without  sufficient  security  first  had 
from  him  concerning  religion,  and  do  condemn 
the  unsound  gloss  t^t  is  put  upon  the  covenant 
and  acts  of  the  general  assembly,  in  the  close  of 
the  declaration  f>f  the  parliament  1648,  in  these 
things  that  (*oncem  our  duty  to  the  king.  Sdly, 
The  parliament  1549  in  the  act  of  the  7th  of 
February,  anent  the  securing  the  covenant, 
religion,  and  peace  of  the  kingdom,  doth  provide, 
"  tliat  before  the  king's  maiesty  who  now  is,  or 
any  of  his  sutxessors,  shall  be  admitted  to  the 
exercise  of  his  royal  power,  they  shall  not  only 
swear  the  oath  of  coronation,  and  his  allowance 
of  the  national  covenant,  and  obligation  to  pro- 
secute the  ends  thereof  in  his  station  and  calling, 
and  that  he  shall  for  himself  and  his  successorti, 
consent  and  agree  to  arts  of  parliament  enjoin- 
ing the  sam9,  and  fully  estatilish  presbyterian 
government.  Confessions  of  Faith,  and  cate- 
chisms of  this  church,  and  parliament  of  this 
kingdom,  in  all  his  majestv*s  dominions,  and 
that  he  shall  observe  these  m  his  own  practice 
and  family ;  and  that  he  shall  never  make  oppo- 
sition to  any  of  these  nor  endeavour  any  change 
thereof:  but  it  Is  also  declared  and  ordained  In 
the  same  art,  that  before  the  king,  who  now  is  to 
be  admitted  to  the  exercise  of  his  royal  power, 
he  shall  leave  all  counsel  and  counsellors  pre- 
judicial to  religion  and  to  the  uatioiud  covenant, 
and  to  the  solemn  league  and  covenant.**  ithly, 
The  parliament  at  Edinburi^h,  18th  May,  1650, 
taking  to  consideration  the  invitation  that  was 
given  to  his  mi^jesty  by  their  commisf  roners  at 
Jlreda,  in  their  explanation  of  the  invitation 
do  declare,  "  that  the  assurance  given  to  his 
majesty  therein,  doth  include  the  condition 
of  his  majesty's  performing  satisfaction  to  the 
desires  of  the  kmgdom,  according  to  the  four 
demands  which  they  sent  with  that  explana^* 
t'lon:  and  in  their  instructions  sent  at  that 
time  to  the  commissioners,  they  do  expressly 
instruct  them,  that  they  shall  not  fail,  for  re- 
moving all  questions  and  doubts  about  the 
king's  oath,  to  declare  by  a  papei'  to  his  majesty, 
that  it  doth  not  only  import,  that  the  national 
covenant,  and  the  nolemn  league  and  covenant 
be  taken  by  the  subjects,  but  also  that  his  own 
swearing  and  subscribing  the  same,  and  the 
words  subjoined  thereto,  imports  his  an[>rolm- 
tion  of  all  the  heads  and  articles  thereof  in  his 
own  particular  judgment,  and  his  engagement 
to  every  one  of  them,  as  much  as  the  oath  of 
any  of  the  subjects  imports  their  approbation 
and  engagement  thereto."  And  it  is  consider- 
able, that  in  these  instructions  they  do  require 
clear  satisfaction  from  his  majesty  to  their  ne- 
cessary desires,  and  that  they  do  declare,  that 
without  such  satisfaction  not  only  will  that  joy 
and  cheerfulness,  wherewith  all  his  majesty^ 
good  subjects  desire  to  receive  him,  be  impeded, 
but  also  his  coronation  be  delayed,  and  this  kirk 
and  kingdom  be  necessitate  to  declarations, 
which  will  be  inconvenient  both  for  his  mi^esty 
and  them.  For  instructing  these  things  we 
refer  to  the  Teg^vstcxa  q£  iikk%VXTifi^s<aEv. 
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1861    ^^  wofiil  day  on  theie  natioiiSy  ere 

these  things  be    As  fw  myself  I 

have  been  kept  off  from  public  appearance 
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hitherto;  1  know  Aomoie  than  aoooe in nf 
name  hare  comnmnicate  to  you.  Whenla 
or  wherein  any  fivbeareace  I  hare,  shall  le* 


Lsftlj;  A»  the  MrliMnent  and  oommittee  of 
ntatM  of  this  kin^om  did  not  for  a  good  while 
after  hk  Bi^(eity*e  coming  into  Scotland,  admit 
the  king  to  the  exercise  of  his  royal  power;  ao 
the  committee  of  estates,  in  order  to  the  neoea- 
aary  secmity  o^  religion,  did,  with  adrice  of  the 

general  assemblsr,  ^idge  it  necessary  to  desire 
im  to  subscribe  a  declaration,  concerning  his 
Avmer  carriage,,  uid  resolutions  for  the  future 
in  reference  to  the  caisd  of  God,  and  tlie  enemies 
and  firienda  thereof;  and  upon  his  majesty's  re- 
foaing  to  aubaeribe  that  declaration  oi  the  com- 
missioners of  the  general  aiaembly,  of  the  ISth 
of  Auguat,  IttSO,  did  aaprove  of  the  dechwation, 
and  heartily  conear  therein,  aa  ia  erident  from 
their  own  act  suljolncd  thoeto^  and  pnhUshed 
therewith. 

From  thcae  things,  we  hope,  it  is  manifest, 
that  it  was  the  common  reoeiTed  doctrine  of  the 
church,  and  the  public  judgment  of  this  Uug- 
dom,  concerning  the  necessary  security  of  reu- 
gion,  that  it  was  not  our  doty,  but  our  sin,  to 
close  a  treaty  with  the  king  for  investing  him 
with  the  exercise  of  his  royal  power,  he  still 
continuing  in  his  former  known  <9poaition  to 
the  work  of  reformation. 

Minutes  of  the  Proceas  against  Mr.  James 
Guthrie. 

At  Edinburgh,  llth  April,  1661 Tn  the 

criniinal  pursuit  and  indictment  of  sedition  and 
treason,  at  the  instance  of  Sir  John  Fletcher, 
his  m^esty's  adrocate  for  his  nugesty's  interest, 
against  Mr.  Jamco  Guthrie,  sometime  minister 
at  Stirling,  before  the  lord  commissioner  the 
earl  of  Middleton,  and  the  three  estates  of  par- 
liament, compeared  for  the  Icinf^'s  migesty's  in- 
terest, the  iMud  Sir  John  Fletcher ;  and  for  and 
with  the  pannel  at  the  bar,  Mr.  llobert  Burnet, 
Mr.  John  Cunnini^ham,  Mr.  Andrew  Birnie, 
and  Mr.  Gcoi^e  Maclccnzio,  advocatrx.  After 
readini;of  the  libel,  defeucoH,  rcpiips.  and  duplies, 
in  oppH  parliament,  iiis  mnje»ry*8  advocate  de- 
clared he  iiwiflted  Al(aill^it  the  panuel  upon  the 
first  article,  concerning  the  *'  Uemonstrance,** 
without  prejudice  co  the  rest,  so  far  allenarly  as 
he  did  own  and  homologate  the  same,  by  framing 
the  dth  and  6th  Hteps  of  the.  Oth  article  of  "  the 
(Causes  of  God's  Wrath,**  and  ezplaiiation  there- 
of; and  declared  he  did  not  insist  upon  the  act 
of  the  committee  of  estates,  in  anno  1650,  con- 
demning the  "  Remonstrance,**  nor  upon  the 
act  of  parliament  in  anno  1651,  ratifying  the 
raid  act  of  the  committee  of  estates,  because  they 
have  not  been,  nor  are  produced  for  instructing 
that  part  of  the  libeL  The  pannel  at  the  bar, 
being  inquired  concerning  his  accession  to  "  tlie 
Causes  of  Wrath,**  acknowle^poi,  that  he  waa 
one  that  framed  the  same. 

Edinbuzvh,  iSth  April,  1661. 

The  eatates  of  parliament,  after  advising  tho 

relevancy  of  the  mhole  procem,  do  repel  the 

allegances  against  the  first  two  articles  of  the 

dittay,  concerning  the  "  Remonstrance**  and 

"  Causes   of  Wrath;**   and   notwithstanding 

thereof,  find  tlie  libel,  as  to  those  two  articles 

thereof,  relevant  to  bring  the  pannel  under  the 

aampam  of  the  aet§  cf  parliament  made  against 

alModenn^  ra,  IMh  9ct,  pari.  8»  James  Vl.» 


the  805th  act,  lith  p«rL  Jansss  VI.,  and  other 
acts  mcntlonsd  In  this  last  act.  As  likewise  tbs 
ssld  estates  of  parliamsnt  repel  the  allegaMH 
against  the  thGrd  and  firarth  artidsa  of  the 
dittay,  concerning  tbs  meeting  libelled,  and  flis 
petition  and  inatnietions^  and  others  done  thoa* 
in ;  and  notwithstanding  thersol^  find  the  meet* 
ing,  with  the  petition,  instmctions,  and  whu 
else  was  in  that  meeting,  to  have  been  unlawM 
and  seditions :  and  alao  the  aaid  estates  of  ss^ 
liament  repel  the  allcganoe  against  the  nllk 
article  of  tna  dittay,  concerning  the  «'*^'iff<T| 
hia  nugesty's  authority,  and  protesting  for  r^ 
meed  of  law  against  his  migeBty  and  commlttct 
of  estates,  for  a  pretended  gravamen ;  and  net- 
withstanding  thereof,  find  the  ^r^'inatflr  con- 
taining the  protestatUm  falla  under  the  ISM 
act  of  the  parliament  1564^  made  anent  tbs 
king's  mijesty's  royal  power  over  aU  estates 

Edinbnigh,  15th  April,  1661. 
Tlie  lord  advocate  declares,  for  proving  tht 
articles  of  the  dittay,  he  repeats  ue  pannch 
ronfessiott  at  the  bar,  and  throughout  the  whsis 
defences,  with  the  Remonstrance,  Caoses  of 
Wrath,  Petition,  Instructions,  Declinators,  and 
others  produced,  all  acknowledged,  written, 
or  subearibed  by  the  petitioner's  own  hand,  aad 
renounces  further  probation.  Thereafter,  the 
estates  of  parliament  having  thh  day  agidn  eoo- 
sidered  the  former  interlocntors»  as  alao  having 
considered  the  pannel*s  confeasion  at  the  bar, 
and  extant  throoghont  his  whole  defences,  anent 
his  accession  tn  the  pamphlet,  entitled,  *<thi 
Causes  of  God*s  Wrath,**  wherein  one  of  tha 
cauaes  is  mentioned  to  be  the  rejerting  of  the 
"  Remonstrance,**  and  having  considered  the 
said  two  pamphlets  themselves,  they  find  the 
libel  sufficiently  proven  thereby,  in  so  far  as  r»> 
lates  to  the  first  and  second  articles;  as  ilss 
having  considered  the  petition,  instructions,  and 
others  done  in  that  meeting,  mentioned  in  the 
third  and  fourth  article,  and  his  judicial  acknow- 
ledgment, that  he  was  at  the  meeting,  and  sab- 
srriber  of  the  petition,  and  writer  of  the  instnie- 
tions ;  they  find  these  articles  also  proven :  urf 
having  considered  also  the  declinator  containing 
the  protestation,  with  the  other  profestatieB, 
both  acknowledged  by  the  pannd,  and  sab- 
scribed  with  his  hand;  the  estates  of  parlia- 
ment find  the  fifth  article  thereby  proven.  The 
lord  advocate  takes  instruments  upon  the 
dittay  being  found  relevant  and  proven,  and 
protests,  that  the  pains  contained  In  the  acts  sT 
parliament  may  be  inflicted  upon  the  pannei 
GLXNCAiay,  Cancel.  I.  P.  D.  PuL 

At  Edinburgh,  S6th  May,  1661. 

The   estates  of  parliusent  find,   that  Mr. 

James  Guthrie,  sonMdme  minister  at  Stirilab 

has  committed  the  crime  of  treason  ogainat  tts 

kiiig*s  migesty,  his  aovereign  authority  androfsl 

government,  and  has  slandered  his  m^sstvli 

person,  state,  and  govamment.  In  ao  &r  m  tsa 

said  Mr.  James  had  acceasion  to  the  fhuning  sC 

a  namphlst  sailed,  **  the  Causes  of  God's  Wrslh»" 

wherein  one  of  the  causes  is  mentioned  to  be  thi 

r^ecting  of  the  "  R«monatranoe,''and  that  thereby 

.  he  hasoontravened  the  905th  act,  lith  part  Jami 

\  \1.,  SBk4t^  VMa  icx  «>l  ^Am^  \Qikk  fsti  Jmm 


BAP.  11.3 


OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND. 


191 


ihe,  God  knowetli ;  I  can  say  in  the  apos- 1  hacfe  fisdn  drawn  forth  the  perform-    .^i 


eTa  words,  not  umqpplicable  in  this  case,  I 
ink,  if  my  heart  deceive  me  not,  to  will 
id  to  resolve  is  present  with  me  in  my  best 
I,  but  how  to  perform  I  find  not ;  which 
me  ofttimes  to  doubt  of  the  very  truth 
'  my  resoluteness,  yet  he  knoweth  that  I 
ssire  to  be  sincere  before  him ;  and  what- 
tt  may  become  of  me,  it  is  the  present  im- 
vaaion  and  persuasion  of  my  heart,  that 
boever  thqr  be  that  through  their  shrink- 
f  dmll  pat  a  stain  upon  the  cause  of  your 
ifiiing  now  to  be  sealed  with  your  blood, 
■U  have  and  draw  upon  themselves  a  guHt 
r*  double  dye. 

*  Dear  Sir,  forgive  me  for  such  a  trouble 
:  soch  a  nick ;  but  it  is  the  last  expression 
r  my  afiectkm  which  can  reach  you,  to 
bom  my  soul  hath  been  ever  knit  since  my 
nt  aoquuntance  with  you :  I  shall  say  no 
ore,  but  that  I  cannot  pass  the  mention- 
ig  of  that  scripture  which  hath  been  often 
I  my  mind  concerning  you,  and  which  I  re- 
WBiber  you  once  told  me  was  borne  in 
pon  your  mind,  amidst  some  of  these  for- 
Kf  conflicts  you  have  been  essayed  with 
efbre  it  came  to  this.  Youknow  the  place; 
I  have  made  thee  this  day  a  defence^  city 
od  a  brazen  wall,  &c,  and  they  shall  fight 
pinst  thee,  but  they  shall  not  prevail 
lainst  thee^  for  I  am  with  thee  to  deliver 
lee^  saith  the  Lord.'    I  confess  I  would 


I.,  and  incurred  the  pain  of  death  therein 
ntained :  aiid  likewise,  the  nid  Mr.  James 
d  eoBtrive  and  petition  at  a  meeting  of  some 
iniatcn  in  the  month  of  1660,  last  by. 

ift,  which  meeting,  petition  and  instructions, 
id  irhat  else  was  done  at  the  said  meeting,  the 
fiatas  ef  parliament  find  nnlawflil  and  scandal- 
■ ;  and  m  so  far  as  the  said  Mr.  James  did 
dine  bis  majesty's  authority,  and  protested 
r  fsiueed  of  law  agidnst  his  migesty  and  00m- 
Itlae  of  estates,  for  a  pretended  craTamen,  and 
lat  thereby  he  has  contravened  the  1st  act,  8th 
irL  James  VI.,  in  anno  IfiSf,  and  incurred 
le  pain  of  treason  therein  contained:  and 
icTpfore,  upon  themund  of  the  foresaid  trea- 
siable  crimes  and  acts  oi  parliament  abore- 
cntioDed,  thereby  contravened,  the  Icing's  ma^ 
ily,  with  advice  and  ooasent  of  the  estates  of 
ffoameot,  finds  and  declares,  that  the  said 
ir.  James  Gutlirie  has  incurred  the  pain  of 

&  treason,  and  other  pains  contained  in  the 
adi^  and  decerns  and  ordains  him  to  un- 
■Ijthe  punishment  due  to  traitors,  vis.  the 
bmI  and  confiscation  of  his  life,  and  of  n)1  his 
ndsv  goodm  moveable  and  immoveable,  offices, 
flritlah  wuwa  of  Bunwy,  and  all  rights  and 
■m  wfeataoaMvw  haloi||iaf  tp  Ua^  or  wldoh 


ance  of  that  promise  to  a  longer 
life  to  you,  and  more  work  therein;  bnt 
God  hath  performed  it  well,  you  have  had 
very  great  and  undeniable  performances  of 
it  already,  and  now  the  best  is  at  hand. 
Within  a  little  it  shall  be  said,  they  have 
got  the  foil,  and  you  the  victory;  and  no 
wonder,  for  '  he  is  still  with  you  to  deliver 
you.* 

**  Now  that  the  Lord  may  send  down 
upon  your  soul  liberal  showers  of  divine  in- 
fluences, and  his  plentifbl  rain  to  confirm  yon 
against  all  weariness ;  that  the  tongue  of  the 
learned  may  be  ^en  to  you  for  your  last 
words,  and  that  all  the  communicable  bles- 
sings of  the  cross  of  Christ  may  run  over 
yours,  till  that  word  be  made  out  in  your 
BufiTerings, '  except  a  com  of  wheat  fall  into 
the  ground  and  die,  it  abideth  alone,  but  if 
it  die,  it  bringetli  forth  much  fruit.'  The 
words  following,  John  xiL  25,  &c,  arc  well 
worth  your  reading.  Ood  can,  and  I  trust 
will  make  you  that  com  of  wheat,  that  the 
brethren  in  the  Lord  may  wax  bold  through 
resisting  unto  blood ;  and  that  the  Lord  may 
recompense  your  woik,  and  a  full  reward  be 
given  you  of  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  under 
whose  wings  you  trust  These  are  the  re- 
quests and  supplications  of  his  soul  to  the 
Lord  for  you,  who  earnestly  desires  your 
blessing  and  best  wishes  to  be  lefl  behind 


may  any  way  pertain  or  belong  to  him,  and 
ordains  the  same  to  be  confiscate  and  appertain 
to  the  kliigiB  majesty,  and  to  remain  for  ever 
with  his  maiestv  in  oroperty;  and  that  he 
be  hanffed  to  ueath  at  ttie  cross  of  Edinburgh, 
upon  Saturday  next,  the  Ist  day  of  June,  at 
two  of  the  clock  ia  the  afternoon,  as  a  traitor 
against  his  m^esty ;  and  thereafter  his  head  be 
cuttcd  off,  and  affixed  on  the  Nether  Bow  of 
Edinburgh,  and  that  presentlv  his  arms  be 
delete  out  of  the  books  of  heraldry,  and  torn  in 
l^eces  by  the  lion-herald,  at  the  market  cross  of 
Edinbui^gh,  and  there  to  be  left  torn  and  nin- 
versed,  as  a  testimony  of  the  vile  and  abomin- 
able treason;  and  declares  his  chiidren  and 
posterity  incapable  in  all  time  cominnf,  to  bniik, 
possess,  or  enioy  any  office,  dignities,  succes- 
sions, possessions,  lands,  goods,  moveable  and 
immoveable^  or  any  other  thing  within  this 
kingdom. 

At  Edinburgh,  28th  May,  1661. 

This  dckVeet  read  and  voted  in  parliament, 
appraven  and  pronounced,  tonchea  with  the 
royal  sceptre,  and  appointed  to  be  recorded, 
published,  and  put  in  execution  accordingly. 


i 
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1661     '"*'  *"  ^  l)^^-    '  ^^"f*  ">  (^ooic 
Lord  Jet<M,hewith,IcQinequicklj.' 
Amen,  wnen." 

Setwiit  Mr  Outhric'B  lentence  and  the 
execution  of  it,  he  woa  in  a  perfect  compos- 
ure and  ^ereiiii}'  ultjAiit,  and  wrote  a  great 
many  c^tcellcnt  [cClcrs  1o  hia  frieDili  and  ac- 
quaintances, which,  could  thev  be  recovered, 
might  be  of  great  use.  In  this  interval  he 
had  not  a  ftw  prophetical  (■xpressions,  some 
of  which  I  hare  well  attested,  but  I  shall 
not  insert  them  here.  I  wish  this  great 
man'*  life  were  published  by   some   good 

The  day  he  was  execute^  June  1st,  upon 

sonic  reports  apreaJ  iiiost  groundlesalv  tliat 
he  wfl3  to  buy  his  life  at  the  expense  of  re- 
tracting tome  things  he  had  formerly  siiiJ, 
owned,  am!  done,  Mr.  Gulhrie  wrote,  and 
before  the  underwritten  witnewea  subscribed 
the  following  dcdaratlon. 

"  These  are  to  declare,  that  I  do  own 
•  The  Causes  of  God's  Wrath,'  the  '  Su[^li- 
cation  at  Edinburgh,'  August  last,  and  any 
accession  Ihad  to  the'Reinonstrancc;'  and 
if  any  do  tliink,  or  have  reported  that  I  was 
willing  to  recede  from  any  of  these,  they  bav  e 
wronged  me,  as  llDVt'r  Jiavinf-  any  ground 
from  me  BO  to  think,  or  so  to  report.  This  1 
atteat  under  my  hand,  at  Edinburgh,  nliout 
elcren  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon,  licfore 
these  witnesses, 

"  James  Gvtiirie." 

*■  Mr.  Abthus  Fokbu, 

•'  Mr.   HUCN  WlLEEIt, 

«  Mr.  JOBN  GUTHIIE,  ud 

"  JlMI*  COWIE." 

That  day  he  dined  «itli  his  friends  in  the 
greatest  cheerfulness.    Afler  dinner  be  called 
for  a  little  cheese,  which  be  had  been  dis- 
suaded from  eating  for  some  In 
gt>od  fur  llic  gmvel  he  was  troul 
and  yet  had  a  great  liking  to  it,  and  said,  I 
hope  I  am  now  beyond  the  hazard  of  the 
parei.     When  he  had  been  \h  secret  some 
time,  lie  came  forth  in  the  grtuteat  serenity 
and  composure,  and  was  carried  down  under 
ft  guard  from  the  tolbooth  to  the  cross  of 
Edinliurgh,  wliere  a  scaffold  was  erected, 
and  there  the  sentence  was  executed  in 
ita  branches,     lie  gave  to  his  friends  a  copy 
of  what  be  deagned  for  his  speech,  it  he 


THE  SUPVESDfOS  [bdOE  U 

'  ihould  be  allowed  to  deUrer  it  on  the  Kit 
^  fold,  lubscrihed  and  sealed,  to  be  deUvod 
to  his  son,  and,  he  bdiig  a  child,  to  be  kept 
for  him  till  he  cnmc  lo  yean.  Tlie  copr  <i 
it  b  in  "  Naphtali,"  and  both  been  aas] 
timet  printed,  yet  I  add  it  at  the  bottom  <( 
thepi^* 


*  Mr.  JaBfs  Gntkrl*  hk  laM  iBHck,  Jau  bL 

ia;i. 

Mm  and  brrtliri^n.  1  r«r  nuaiy  of  vou  at 
coiDC  hllhcr  (a  n»  rutliir  ihui  to  Ik  tJi&ti.]^ 
(hsarrligeuidlut  HurdsorBdyin^nun  ta( 
If  any  have  u>  w  to  hor,  m  1  h»p*  diBttf 
lUipvatfrinllricnccliare,  Ideurrywraadkan 
to  *  few  ivcirils.  I  aoi  cohh  tJihrr  to  Uy  dan 
Ibia  (■rthlf  labrmadc  mid  DierUI  Qcth  i>(  m^ 
■nd,  I  bka  God,  Ihrau^h  bb  gncr,  lioUni- 
lira)]',  and  nni  bj-  ciinatrainL  I  say,  wiAr 
iriningly:  if  I  had  bran  m  mindtd,  I  mtilt 
haveniiule  n  diTfraion,  and  not  boa  kpri— a 
to  luytijrDf  naihiiiji  wuills 


[rlwineT,  nnt  by  Iha  laiili  »l  _ ,...  ,  __ 
notvt-ili]  but  othtrwiicj  but  lirldier  for  ctk 
had  I  llcbt  or  librHir,  Im  1  abnuld  itSm  apal 
the  Lord's  name,  and  otTcnd  the 'naelatioM 
lh«  rigbtHiu:  andJrHlma  mM  bknaatbtlf 
mistaken,  or  dslt  dcceitTuUr  In  trIIInc  mam7 
miifht  have  avoided  not  only  tfaa  WTcrilr  oT  M 
BcBlenos,  bat  a]»  had  lauFh  &v<nr  Bad  roaaHK 
ana  by  cijoiplyinf  wilb  tbc  oiunH  of  ibf  cIml 
Hut  Idun.(notr«lf«aaiy1ireniih  tbe  l«>rf 
my  inrcyrity.  Cod  knowrib,  I  duralnot;  wL 
lliBt  bI'ic*  I  won  DriuDFr  fai-  bath  »  h»ld«i  u 
W  thf  hnnd,  i 
it  in  drbato  ii 
lo  proj)nni-  oi 
kind.  Idiilii 
and  4bf nfiir^ 
lifD  t)> 


broricn  tu  any  <iveriare«iril»l 

idgniI1iiTitrriniulF«rl1ian  liiilai 

iiirv  '  afli  r.omt  hSllirr  lo  lay  down  U 

:>y,  and  I  Mhk  Cud     dr?iiotullM: 

- I  ImvBBny  ihilis  whfrpio  lo  gl«Til 

mywir:  I  nrknonMirr  thai  nniaaiiuicAm 
oaa  of  liie  errainil  und  vital  Ibai  lias  awarfj 
pmfnwun  of  Ti-lit\na,  uid  one  of  An  not  aa- 
worthy  that  luu  prrachH  Ihr  Koapel.  fSj  cm^ 
rupllriiK  harr  b«n  atrong  and  many,  aoJ-lH 
iirnrlr  Hit  A  aianrr  In  all  thlngi,  y«a,  cren  tt^ 
liiwiiiK  niy  datji  and  tharfore  rifbtfasHM 
I  haTF  J  none  of  my  own,  bU  Ii  vile.  BdI  I  dl 
brUevf!  ilmt  Jama  Christ  cunr  into  tba  world  ti 
Kiiv«  Hinnrrs,  whrmr  niltrhlff:  thmorfa  flM 
I  ill  hit  HRfatmoBow  and  bloud  blve  I  dbl^ 
■Tnmy;  and  tbmiit(b  him,  and  him  alanr ,  ]«« 
I  (he  bapnofiMcvirdrnnqunt  nrdTlrtoiyon 
>in  and  Satan,  and  bell  and  death,  and  Iktt  I 
■hall  attniu  unto  Ih«  nsurrvi'iiDn  of  (far  jgA 
ruid  )«.  made  inrUkpr  .if  eternal  life,  I  hon 
n  cehrjm  liaie  brlievrd,  and  thHt  ha  I*  uOtU 
k«p  ihM  which  I  iMTc  rinnmillr.1  unfo  Ua 
MBinst  thai  flay.  liavf  prr«rli«l  jiajTBtl" 

ifirouKb  hi,  Urim.-,  an,!  !„  I  li.i-f  |,r^achn]  »  * 
I  bcliev,.,  nnil  ■!(■  ,-^:,-.-.  i  .|„-  H  !,.■.  of  biifrn 
■■■->'  MM  all,  ailk 


a  ftw  at  )<K>  in»:i  \a^\^  ^^^(i,  i 


CHAr.  IK  J 

We  tuive  seen  that  tho  parliament  or- 
icred  William  GoTan,  io  some  papers  I  find 
lim  termed  captain  Oovan,  to  be  hanged 


'lief,  or  as  8  murderer,  or  as  an  eril-doer,  or  as  a 
iwybody  in  other  men'i  matters.      It  was  the 
tt  of  thb  Lord  Jeeue  Christ  himself,  and  hath 
een  of  many  of  his  predoos  serrants  and  people, 
I  soffer  bv  the  world  as  eril-doert ;  and  as  my 
Nil  srareth  not  at  it,  but  desireth  to  rejoice  in 
ein|;  brought  into  conformity  with  mv  blessied 
lead,  and  so  blemed  a  companv,  in  this  thing ; 
id  ao  I  desire  and  pray  that  I  may  be  to  none 
r  you   to-dav  upon  this  account  a  stone  of 
umblinr  and  a  nN*k  of  offence.     Blessnd  is  ho 
ml  shall  not  be  offended  at  Jesus  Christ,  and 
is  poor  serrants  and  members,  because  of  their 
eing  condemned  as  evil-doerB  by  the  world. 
ktd  is  my  record,  that  in  these  things  for  which 
ntence  of  death  hath  passed  againbt  me,  I  have 
gaod  conscience.     I  mess  God  tbey  are  not 
latters  of  compliance  with  sectaries,  or  designs 
r  practices  against  his  mijesty's  person  or  gov- 
mmant,  or  the  pemon  or  govemmfiit  of  his 
ijal  father:    mr  heart  (I  bless  (mmI)  is  con- 
aoui  unto  no  dislo3raIty;   luiy,  lojral  I  have 
Ko,  and  I  commend  it  unto  you  to  m  loyal  and 
bedient  in  the  Lord.     True  piety  is  the  foun- 
stion  of  true  loyalty :  a  wicked  man  may  be  a 
ittcrer  and  a  ttmeserrer,  but  he  will  never  be 
byal  sul^fect.     But  to  return  to  my  purpose ; 
Ito  matters  for  which  I  am  condemned  are  mat- 
as  belonging  to  my  calling  and  function,  as  a 
liaister  of  the  gospel,  such  as  the  discovery  and 
cpnnring  of  sin,  the  pressing  and  the  holding 
■t  of  the  oath  of  Ood  in  the  covenant,  and  pre- 
erving  and  carrying  on  the  work  of  religion 
>i4  reformation  according  thereto,  and  denying 
» acknowledge  the  dvil  magistrate,  as  the  pro- 
T  competent  immediate  Judge  in  causes  ec- 
csiasCical :  that  In  all  these  things  (which  a 
od  so  ordering  by  his  gradous  providence^  are 
e  groands  of  my  indictment  and  death,  I  nave 
pood  conscience,  as  having  walked  therein  ac- 
rdlng  to  the  light  and  rule  of  God*s  word,  and 
did  become  a  minister  of  the  gospel. 
[  do  also  bless  the  Lord,  that  I  do  not  die  as 
me  not  desired.**    I  know  that  by  not  a  few, 
iriclier  have  been  nor  am  desired.     It  hath 
n  my  lot  to  have  been  a  man  of  contention 
1  aorrow ;  but  It  b  my  comfort,  that  for  my 
n  things  I  have  not  contended,  but  for  the 
nga  of  Jesns  Christ,  for  what  relateth  to  his 
crest  and  work,  and  the  wellbeing  of  his  peo- 
!.      In  order  to  the  preserving  and  promoting 
those,  I  did  protest  against,  and  stood  in  op- 
iltion  onto  these  late  assemblies  at  St.  An- 
swa,  Dundee,  and  Edinburgh,  and  the  public 
lolutioD  for  bringing  the  nuuiffnnnt  party  into 
I  judicatories  and  armies  of  this  kingdom, 
icelring  the  same  contrary  to  the  word  of 
tdt  and  to  our  solemn  covenants  and  engage- 
nta ;  and  to  be  an  Inlet  to  the  defection,  and 
the  rain  and  destruction  of  the  work  of  God. 
od  it  Is  now  manifest  to  many  consciences, 
■t  I  hare  not  been  therein  mistaken,  nor  was 
t  fighting  sg^nst  a  man  of  straw :  I  wan  also 
slroos,  and  did  use  some  poor  endeavours,  to 
ve  the  church  of  God  purged  of  insufficient 
d  snandalouB  and  corrupt  ministers  and  elders ; 
r  these  things  I  have  been  mistaken  by  some, 
id  hated  bv  others :  but  I  Uess  the  Lord,  as  I 
id  tho  testlsMoy  of  ntjr  own  conscience,  ao  I 
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with  Mr.  James  Guthrie.  There 
were  diflcrcnt  accounts  of  the  rea- 
son why  tho    parliament  sentenced  him: 


was  and  am  therein  approven  in  the  omsciences 
of  many  of  the  Lord's  precious  servants  and 
people ;  and  however  so  little  1  may  die  desired 
by  some^  yet  by  these  1  know  I  do  die  desired, 
and  their  approbation  and  prayers,  and  affsction 
is  of  more  value  with  me,  than  the  c<mtradic- 
tu>n,  or  reprooi'b,  or  hatred  of  many  others ;  the 
love  of  the  one  I  cannot  rei:omp4>nse,  and  the 
mistake,  or  hatred,  or  reproach  of  the  other  I 
do  with  all  my  heart  foi^ve ;  and  wherein  I 
have  offended  any  of  them,  do  beg  their  merry 
and  forgiveness.  I  do  from  my  soul  ivish  that 
my  death  may  be  profitable  unto  both,  that  the 
one  may  be  confirmed  and  established  in  tho 
straight  ways  of  the  Lord ;  and  that  the  other, 
if  the  Lord  so  will,  may  be  convinced,  and  cease 
from  these  things  that  are  not  good,  and  do  not 
edify,  but  destroy. 

One  thing  I  would  warn  you  all  of,  that 
God  is  wroth,  yea,  very  wroth  with  Scotland, 
and  threateiieth  to  depart  and  remove  his  caii- 
dlpstiok.  The  caiues  of  his  wratli  arc  many, 
and  would  to  God  it  were  not  one  great  cauM', 
that  causes  of  wrath  are  despised  and  rejected 
of  men :  consider  the  cause  that  is  recordo«i, 
Jer.  xnvl.  and  the  consequences  of  It,  antl 
tremble  and  fear.  I  cannot  but  also  say,  that 
there  is  a  great  addition  and  increase  of  wratU 
1st,  By  that  deluge  of  profanity  that  overfluweth 
all  the  land,  and  hath  reins  loosed  unto  it  everv- 
where,  in  so  far  that  many  have  lost,  not  only 
all  use  and  exercise  of  religion,  but  even  (tf 
morality,  and  that  common  civility  that  is  to 
be  found  amongst  the  heathen.  Sd,  By  tliat 
horrible  treachery  and  penury  that  is  in  the 
matter  of  the  covenant,  and  cause  of  God,  and 
work  of  reformation :  *'  Be  astonished,  O  ye 
heavens,  at  this,  and  be  ye  hrarribly  afraid,  and 
be  ye  very  desolate,  saith  the  Lord;  for  my 

Co^e  have  committed  two  great  evils,  they 
ve  forsaken  me  the  Fountidn  of  Waten,  and 
hewed  them  out  dstems,  broken  cisterns  that 
can  hold  no  water:  Shall  he  break  the  covenant 
and  prosper?  shall  the  throne  of  iniquity  have 
folio wship  with  God,  which  frameth  mischief 
by  a  law  f*  I  fear  the  Lord  be  about  to  bring 
a  sword  on  these  lands,  which  shall  avenge  the 
quarrel  of  his  covenant.  Sd,  Horrible  ingrati- 
tude ;  the  Lord,  after  ten  years*  oppression  and 
bondage,  hath  broken  the  yoke  of  strangers 
from  off  our  necks :  but  what  do  we  render 
unto  him  fur  this  goodness?  Most  of  the  ti-uit 
of  our  deliver}'  Im,  to  work  wirkednrsi^  and  to 
strengthen  ourselves  to  do  evIL  4ih,  A  most 
dreadful  idolatry  and  sacrificing  to  the  creature ; 
we  have  chang^  the  glory  of  the  Incorruptible 
God,  into  the  image  of  a  corruptible  man,  in 
whom  many  have  placed  almost  all  their  salvH- 
tion  and  desire,  and  have  turned  that  which 
might  have  been  a  bleshing  unto  us  (bdng  kept 
in  a  due  line  of  subordinati<iu  under  God)  into 
an  idol  of  jealousy,  by  preferring  it  before  him. 
God  is  also  wroth  with  a  generation  of  carnal, 
corrupt,  timeserving  minUters;  I  know  and 
bear  testimony,  that  in  the  church  of  Scotland 
there  is  a  true  and  faithful  ministry :  blessed 
be  God,  we  have  yet  many  who  study  their 
duty,  and  desire  to  Va  {mmv\  (sX'Ca^xi^  x»  ^«vt 
Lord  and  Master*,  and  Y  v^T  ^^wx  \A\Atww»> 
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Igg.     in  his  own  speech  he  says,itwiis 
for  laying  down  his  arms  at  Ham- 
ilton, as  all   the  company  did,  and  takes 
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notice,  that  be  carried  up  MontroM^s  stand- 
ard through  the  streets  of  EitiDburgh.  It 
was  alleged  he  was  present  upon  the  scaf- 


Lord,  and  (u  Ihtc  one  to  another;   beware  of 

inanv  which  are  strewed  thick ;  deare  to  tbf 

covenant  and  work  of  reformation ;  do  not  de. 

dine  the  croae  of  Jmiu  Christ,  rhooae  rathfr  to 

MiflVr  affliction  with  the  people  of  God,  than  to 

enjoy  the  pleaaores  of  ain  for  a  aeaaon,  and 

account  the  reproach  of  Cbriat  grtmimr  rictei 

than  all  the  treasure  of  the  world.     Let  mj 

death  griere  none  of  yoo,  it  will  be  more  praAu 

ablc  and  adTantageous,  both  for  me  and  ftr 

you,  and  for  the  church  of  God,  and  for  Chriil  i 

iaterest  and  honour,  than  my  life  eonid  ban 

been.     I  forgive  all  men  the  gnih  of  it,  snd  I 

desire  you  to  do  so  lUiio:   pray  for  them  rinC 

iiersocute  yon,  and  Ucas  them  that  curse  tm, 

bless,  I  say,  and  curse  not.     I  die  In  the  nith 

of  the  apostles  and  prlmltlTe  Chiistiani,  and 

protestant  reformed   churdies,  particularlj  i/ 

the  church  of  Scotland,  whereof  1  am  a  men- 

ber  and  minister.     I  do  liear  my  wltncsi  and 

testimony  to  the  doctrine,  worship,  discipUne. 

and  govomment  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  hf 

kirk  sessions,  presbyteries,  synods,  and  irncni 

assemblies;    popery  and  pnlacy,  and  all  tk 

trumpery  of  service  and  ceremonies,  that  wail 

upon  them,  I  do  abhor.     1  do  bear  my  witncH 

unto  the  natiimal  covenant  of  Scotland,  and 

Bf>lemn  league  and  covenant  betwixt  the  thm 

kingdoms  of  Scotland,  England,  and  Ireland: 

these  sacred,  solenm,  public  oaths  of  God,  1 

believe  can  be  loosed  nor  dispensed  with,  by  v» 

person  or  party  or  power  upon  earth ;  bat  are 

still  binding  upon  uiese  kingdoms,  and  will  bf 

for  ever  hereafter;  and  are  ratified  and  ara)f<l 

by  the  conversion  of  many  thousand  souls,  iiik* 

our  entering  thereinto.     I  bear  my  witnem  t* 

the  protestation  against  the  controverted  anm- 

blies,  and  the  puolic  resolutions,  to  the  tnti- 

monies   given    against    the    sectaries,    agsinrt 

the  course  of  badksliding  and  defection  tb.M 

is    now   on   foot    in    the    land,    and    all  tbe 

branches   and    parts   thereof,    under   whataw 

ever  name  or  notion,  or  acted  by  whataoerrr 

party  or  person.     And  In  the  last  place,  1  bnr 

my  witness  to  the  cross  of  Jesus  Christ,  snd 

that  I  never  had  cause,  nor  have  cause  this  dav 

to  repent,  because  of  any  thing  I  have  suffered. 

or  cAn  now  suffer  for  his  name :   I  take  God  t« 

record  upon  my  soul,  1  would  not  exchan^ 

tliis  scaiTold  with  tbe  palace  or  mitre  if  tbe 

greatest  prelate  in   Britain.     Blessed  be  Gftl 

who  bath  showed  mere}'  to  such  a  wretch,  snd 

hath  revealed  his  Son  in  nie,  and  made  me  a 

minister  of  the  everlasting  gospel,  and  that  be 

hath  deigned,  in  the  midst  of  much  contradir- 

tiou  ftom   Satan  and  the  world,  to  seal  mjr 

ministry  upon  the  hearts  of  not  a  few  of  ku 

people,  and  especially  in  the  staticm  wherein  1 

woH  last,  I  mean  the  congregation  and  p^e^' 

tcry  of  Stirling ;  and  I  hope  the  Lard  will  vitit 

that  congregation  and  presbytery  once  man, 

with  faithful  pastors.     God  forgive  the  peer 

empty  man  that  did  there  intrude  upon  laj' 

labours,  and  hath  made  a  prey  of  many  pour 

souls,  and  exposed  others  to  reproach  and  op* 

pression,  and  a  famine  of  the  word  of  the  horA. 

God  forgive  the  misleaders  of  that  part  of  tbe 

meanwhile  be  ye  patient  and    atoadfaat,  \m- \  v«ot  ^e«^V,  'wl^o  tempted  them  to  rqect  their 

move.ible,  aiiraj's  abounding  in  the  work  of  iVvt  \  owu  vos^^vit,  vi\^  \a  vAlxiax  ^IVnta^AcK:  and  the 


and  reverence,  and  esteem  much  of  these  for 
thdr  work's  sake ;  and  I  pray  them  to  be  en- 
couraged in  their  Lord  and  Master,  who  is 
with  them,  to  make  them  as  iron  pillars  and 
brazen  walls,  and  as  a  strong  defenced  city  in 
the  faithful  following  of  their  duty.  But  oh ! 
that  there  were  not  too  numy  who  mind  earthly 
things,  and  are  enemies  to  the  cross  of  Jesus 
Christ,  who  push  with  the  side  and  shoulder, 
who  strengthen  the  hands  of  evil-doers,  who 
make  themselves  transgressors,  by  studying  to 
build  again  what  they' did  formerly,  warrant- 
ably  destroy;  I  mean  prelacy,  and  the  ccns- 
mooies,  and  the  Service-book,  a  mj'stery  of 
iniquity  that  works  amongst  us,  whose  steps 
lead  unto  the  house  of  the  great  whore  Babylon, 
the  mother  of  fornication  ;  or  whosoever  else  he 
be  that  buildeth  this  Jericho  again,  let  him 
take  heed  of  the  curse  of  Hiel  the  Bethelite, 
and  of  that  flying  roll  threatened,  Zech.  v. 
And  let  all  ministers  take  heed  that  the^  wati'h, 
and  be  steadfast  in  the  faith,  and  quit  them- 
selves like  men,  and  be  strong ;  and  give  faith- 
ful and  seasonable  warning,  concerning  sin  and 
duty.  Many  ot  the  Lord's  people  do  sadly 
complidn  of  tho  fainting  and  silence  of  many 
watchmen,  and  It  coneemeth  tliem  to  consider 
what  God  calleth  for  at  their  bunds  in  such  a 
day :  silence  now  in  a  watchman,  when  he  is 
HO  mudi  called  to  speak,  and  give  his  testimony 
upon  die  peril  of  nift  Ufe,  is  doubtless  a  great 
sin.  The  Lord  open  the  mouths  of  his  ser- 
vants, to  speak  his  word  with  all  boldness,  that 
covenant-breaking  may  be  discovered  and  re- 
proved, and  that  the  kingdom  of  Jesus  Christ 
may  not  be  supplanted,  nor  the  souls  of  his 
people  be  destroyed  without  a  witness.  I  have 
but  a  few  words  more  to  add:  all  that  are 
profane  amongst  you,  I  exfhort  them  to  repent- 
ance, for  the  day  of  the  Lord's  vengeance 
hasteneth,  and  is  near ;  but  there  is  yet  a  door 
of  mercy  open  for  you,  if  ye  will  not  despise 
the  day  of  salvation.  All  that  are  maligners, 
imd  reproachers,  and  persecutors  of  godliness, 
and  of  such  as  live  godly,  take  heed  what  ye  do; 
it  will  be  hard  for  you  to  kick  against  the 
pricks;  you  make  yourselves  the  butt  of  the 
lord's  fury,  and  his  flaming  indignation,  if  you 
df>  not  cease  from,  and  repent  of  all  your  hard 
speeches  and  ungodly  deeds.  All  that  are  natu- 
ral, and  indifferent,  and  lukewarm  professors, 
be  zealous  and  repent,  lest  the  Lord  spue  you 
out  of  his  mouth.  You  that  lament  uter  the 
I.<ord,  and  mourn  for  all  the  abominations  that 
are  done  in  this  city  and  in  the  land,  and  take 
pleasure  in  the  stones  and  <lust  of  Sion,  cast  not 
away  your  confidence,  but  be  comforted  and  en- 
couraged in  the  Ix>rd ;  he  will  yet  appear  to 
your  joy :  God  hath  not  cast  away  his  people 
nor  work  in  Britain  and  Ireland,  I  ho^ie  it  sliall 
ouce  more  revive  by  the  power  of  his  Spirit,  and 
take  root  downward,  and  bear  fruit  upward, 
and  of  this  I  am  now  confident.  There  is  yet  a 
holv  seed  and  predous  remnant,  whom  God 
will  preserve  and  bring  forth :  but  how  long  or 
dark  our  night  may  be,  1  do  not  know,  the  Lord 
shorten  it  for  the  sake  of  his  chnnen.     In  the 
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old  when  king  Charles  was  beheaded,  but,  to    tendant  might  obscnrc  and  cloud,  if    .^^ . 

he  conviction  of  all,  he  proved    himself  possible,  such  remarkable  and  cini- 

i/t6f  .*     The  commissioner  had  no  orders  ,  nent  sufferers.  He  was  reckoned  a  pious  good 


rom  court  about  him,  and  many  were  of 
)pinion  he  was  cast  in  among  so  good  com- 


man,  and  had  been  a  soldier  under  colonel 
iStrachan.     His  speech  is  the  largest  and 


way  as  the  Marquis  and  Mr.  Guthrie,  both    best  account  I  can  give  of  him ;  and  there- 
ixecuted  this  week,  that  so  unknown  an  at^    fore  I  have  insert  it  below.f     After  he  had 


S^'ather  of  mcrcia  pity  that  poor  milled  people, 
nd  the  I/ord  visit  the  oongr^ation  and  presby- 
ery  of  Stirling  once  more  with  faithful  pastors, 
nd  grant  that  the  work  and  people  of  God, 
nay  lie  revived  throiurh  all  Britain,  and  over 
U  the  world.  Jesus  Christ  is  my  li^ht  and  my 
Ife^  my  righteousness,  my  strength,  and  my 
alvation,  and  all  my  desire :  him,  O  him  I  do 
rith  all  the  strength  of  my  soul  commend  unto 
wu :  "  blessed  are  tliey  that  are  not  offended  in 
ilm ;  blessed  are  they  that  trust  in  him.  Bless 
liflUa  O  my  soul,  from  henceforth  even  for  ever." 
irioice,  r^oice  oil  ye  that  love  him,  be  patient 
na  rejoice  in  tribulatiun :  blessed  are  you,  and 
Jcaaed  shall  you  be  for  ever  and  ever ;  ever- 
uUng  righteousness  and  eternal  salvation  is 
'OUTS ;  all  are  yours,  and  ye  are  Christ's,  and 
Arist  is  God  a.  "  Remember  me,  O  Lord, 
vith  the  favour  thou  bearest  to  thy  people ;  O 
'isit  me  with  thy  salvation,  that  I  may  see  the 
;ood  of  thy  choNcn,  that  I  may  rejoice  in  the 
;ladneas  of  thy  nation,  that  I  may  glory  with 
hlne  inheritance.  Now  let  thy  servant  depart 
n  peace,  since  mine  eyes  have  seen  thy  saiva- 
ion. 

« It  is  evident  from  Baillie*s  letters,  that  Govan's 
Time,  like  that  of  the  illustrious  confessor  whom 
le  thus  nobly  and  hcmourably  accompanied,  was 
lis  aecesaion  to  the  Western  Uemonstrance, 
kc  &C. ;  and  from  the  peculiar  bitterness  with 
ivhlch  that  very  partial  writer  speaks  of  him, 
IS  must  have  bieen  a  man  of  more  ronsequence 
ban  either  from  his  own  speech,  or  Mr.  Wod- 
"ow's  account  of  him,  the  reailer  would  be  led  to 
iclicve.  Speaking  of  colonel  Strachnn,  when, 
>y  the  favour  of  the  church  for  his  servires 
igainat  that  infamous  ruffian,  but  eminent  loyal- 
at,  James  Graham,  marquis  of  Montrose,  he 
lad  obtained  a  regiment  "  stronger  than  any 
.wo  regiments  in  the  kingdom.**  Uaillie  says, 
'  many  of  his  old  doubts  revive  upon  him,  which, 
\j  the  knavery  of  his  («ptain,  lieutenant  Govan, 
lad  frequent  messages  of  his  late  friends,  Crom- 
reil,  and  those  about  him,  became  so  high,  that 
hough  extraordinary  pains  were  taken  upon 
umt  yet  he  would  receive  no  satisfaction  so  far 
«  to  act  any  tiling  against  the  enemy,  except 
here  might  be  a  treaty  ;**  and  when  upon  giving 
n  tlie  uemonstrance  from  the  army,  Strachaii 
ras^  by  ttie  committee  of  estates,  under  the  iii- 
luenoc  of  the  public  resolutions,  forbid  to  again 
vin  his  regiment ;  *<  Govan,**  he  tells  us,  "  was  at 
be  same  time  cashiered !"  Relating  the  defeat  of 
•lon«1  Ker  at  Hamilton  by  general  I^imbcrt 
oo^  he  adds,  *'  Some  speak  of  treachery,  fur 
Sovan,  for  all  his  cashiering,  was  admitted  by 
Ker  upon  fair  promises.**  There  is  not  the 
imalleiit  evidence  of  treachery  in  the  case ;  yet 
t  would  ap|>ear,  that  in  some  of  those  frantic  tits 
if  loyalty  to  which  the  judicatures  of  the  <:hiirrh 
irere  at  this  period  too  liable,  captain  Ciovuii 
lad,  under  some  suruUse  of  the  kind,  biTii  ex- 
xmununicated  ;  for  tbe  List  notice  taken  of  him 


by  Bailiie  is,  when  he  is  lamenting  the  relaxing 
of  lonl  Swinton  from  that  sentence  by  the  Re- 
stilutioners,  when  he  remarks  that, "  our  brethren 
[the  protesters]  would  not  long  be  behind  with 
us,  for  at  once  the  presbytery  of  Ayr  relaxed 
good  William  GovaiK  who  was  at  least  on  the 
scaffold  at  the  kings  execution  if  no  more.** 
BaiIIie*s  Letters,  voL  ii.  pp.  S&2.  362,  i)t>4,  40il 

"  So  inconsiderable  a  person,**  says  Mackenzie, 
'*  had  not  died  if  he  had  not  been  suspected  of 
being  upon  the  scaffold  when  king  Charl(>s  the 
first  was  inurthercd,  though  he  purgeii  himself 
of  this  when  he  died,  and  his  guilt  was,  that  he 
brought  the  first  news  of  it,  and  seemed  to  be 
well  satisfied  with  it.**  Mackenzie's  History  of 
Scotland,  p.  51.— JE^. 

f  Captain  Govan*s  speech  upon  the  scaffold 
at  his  death,  June  1st,  1661. 
Gentlemen  and  countnrmen, 

I  am  here  to  suffer  this  iiay;  and  that  I  may 
declare  to  you  the  cause,  it  is  for  laying  down 
my  arms  at  Hamilton,  as  did  all  the  rest  of  the 
company  that  was  there.  What  was  I,  that 
king  and  parliament  should  have  taken  notice 
of  me,  being  a  private  boy  thrust  forth  into  ihn 
fields,  who  was  not  worthy  to  l»e  noticed  by 
any?  for  as  I  was  obscure  in  myself,  so  weri* 
my  actions  not  conspicuous :  yet  it  pleased  the 
Lord  to  employ  me  as  a  mean  and  instrument 
(unworthy  as  1  was)  for  carrying  on  a  part  »( 
tlie  late  refiitrination ;  whicii  1  did  faithfully 
endeavour  in  my  station,  not  going  beyond 
it;  for  which  I  am  to  suffer  here  this  day. 
Licentious  people  liave  taken  occasion  to  calum- 
niate me  this  time  past,  in  saying  I  was  an 
instrument  of  his  latt;  majesty's  death,  and  that 
J  nhould  have  said,  I  was  «>n  the  scaffold  in  the 
tinii^  of  his  execution ;  all  which  I  do  here  deny 
in  the  presence  of  Almighty  Goil,  to  whom  1 
must  shortly  answer :  and  before  you  ^1,  I  do 
here  protest,  as  I  hope  for  salvation,  that  I  was 
not  instrumental  in  that,  either  in  word  «ir 
deed;  but,  on  the  amtrary,  it  was  sore  agiiiiiNt 
my  heart,  who  was  still  a  well  wisher  to  his 
majesty,  and  even  wished  he  might  be  unt«i 
these  lands  as  David,  Solomon,  and  Josiah :  but 
what  could  a  simple  protestatitm  of  one  who  is 
the  least  anioni;  men  do  ?  I  do  indeed  remnii- 
ber,  I  was  boiioured  to  bring  up  Montrose  his 
standard  thn»ugh  these  streets,  and  deliver  it  tti 
the  parliament,  in  which  I  glory,  as  thousands 
more  than  I  did  at  that  time,  for  I  was  but  an 
executioner,  but  now  I  am  a  sufferer  for  thoftr 
things.  Let  me  now  s^nnk  a  word  to  some 
sorts  of  people.  First  of  all,  you  that  are  pro- 
fune,  leave  off  your  pn)fanity,  forbear  sin  and 
seek  mercy,  otherwise  you  will  undoubtedly 
repent  it  when  too  late ;  for  ere  long  you  must 
answer,  as  I  am  shortly  to  do,  before  a  just 
God.  Again,  to  you  civilians  and  indifferent 
folks,  who  if  your  own  private  e;irthly  iiitciVKt 
prosp«*r,  do  not  care  how  U\«  iiifEa.\T%  v«^  CWv«\ 
and  nia  church  (o  *,  know  vYi^V  ^Xv^l  vi^  wqx  ^v\ 
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1661     ®°^^  ^  ^  ^'^^  ^^  ^  ^^  ^'^^^ 
his  finger  andgayc  to  a  frieiid  of  his 

upon  the  scafibld,  desiring  him  to  take  it  to 
his  wife,  and  tdi  her,  ^  He  died  in  humUe 
confidence,  and  found  the  cross  of  Christ 
sweet.*'  He  said, "  Christ  had  done  all  tor 
him,  and  it  was  by  him  alone  he  was  justi^ 
fied ;"  and  being  desired  to  look  up  to  that 
Christ,  he  answered,  **  He  looketh  down 
and  smileth  upon  me."  Then  cheerfully 
mounting  up  some  steps  of  the  ladder  to  the 
cord,  he  said,  **  Dear  firiends,  pledge  this 
cop  of  sufiering  before  you  sin,  as  I  have 
now  done;  for  sin  and  suffering  have  been 
presented  to  me,  and  I  have  chosen  the  suf- 
fering part.**  Then  the  cord  being  about  his 
neck,  he  said,  **  Now  lam  near  my  last,  and 
I  desire  to  reflect  on  no  man,  I  would  only 
acquaint  you  of  one  thing,  the  commissioner 
and  I  went  out  to  the  fields  together  for  one 
cause,  I  have  now  the  cord  about  my  neck, 
and  he  is  promoted  to  be  his  majesty's  com- 
missioner, yet  for  a  thousand  worlds  I 
would  not  change  lots  with  him,  praise  and 
glory  be  to  Christ  for  ever."  After  he  had 
prayed  again  a  little,  and  given  the  sign,  he 
was  turned  over. 

It  was  very  confidently  asserted  at  this 
time,  that  some  weeks  after  Mr.  Guthrie's 
head  had  been  set  up  on  the  Nether  Bow 
Port  in  Edinburgh,  the  commissioner's 
coach  coming  down  that  way,  several  drops 
of  blood  fell  fit>m  the  head  upon  the  coach, 
which  all  their  art  and  diligence  could  not 
wipe  off.  I  have  it  very  confidently  af- 
firmed, that  physicians  were  called  and  in^ 
quired,  if  any  natural  cause  could  be  as- 


Jrour  turn,  you  must  bear  testimony  for  God, 
»e  zealous  for  his  cauae,  and  repent  now  of 
your  aina;  ao  ahall  you  avoid  that  curse  pro- 
nounced against  the  fulcewarm  I^Aodiceans,  "  I 
will  spue  you  out  of  my  mouth.'*  As  to  the 
really  godly,  I  would  say  this,  be  not  afVaid 
nor  astonished  to  bear  testimony,  and  suffer  for 
his  truth.  As  for  myself,  it  pleased  the  Lord, 
in  the  fourteenth  year  of  my  age,  to  manifest 
his  love  to  me,  and  now  it  is  about  twenty-four 
years  since,  all  which  time  I  professed  the  truth, 
which  I  suffer  for,  and  bear  testimony  to  at  this 
day;  and  I  am  not  afraid  of  the  cross  upon 
tliat  account :  it  la  sweet,  it  is  sweet,  otherwise 
how  durst  I  look  upon  the  corpse  of  him  who 
hangi  therr*  with  courage,  and  smile  upon  those 
ftirks  and  that  gihbetf  as  the  gates  or  heaven. 
/  die  cun&deitt  in  the  faith  of  the  pmphetm  tind 
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signed  for  the  Mood's  drappii^  so  kxig  after 
the  bead  was  put  up,  and  especially  fiv  its 
not  washing  out  of  the  leather;  and  th^ 
could  give  none.     This  odd  incideiit  b^ 
ginning  to  be  talked  of,  and  all  other  na- 
thods  being  tried,  at  length  the  leather  wsi 
removed,  and  a  new  cover  pot  on :  this  wsi 
much  sooner  done  than  the  wiping  off  the 
guilt  of  this  great  and  good  man's  blood  froD 
the  shedders  of  it,  and  dus  poor  natko. 
The  above  report  I  shall  soy  no  mof€<£ 
It  was  generally  spoken  of  at  the  time^  and 
is  yet  firmly  bdieved  by  many;  at  this  d»> 
tance  I  cannot  fully  Touch  it  as  certain,  pai> 
haps  it  may  be  thought  too  nuracukms  ftr 
this  age  we  are  now  in :  but  this  I  will  i^ 
firm,  that  Mr.  Guthrie's  blood  was  of  so  07- 
ing  a  nature,  that  even  Sir  Geoige  Madua- 
zie  was  sensible,  that  all  his  rhetoric,  thoogh 
he  was  a  great  master  in  that  art,  had  Bot 
been  sufficient  to  drown  it ;  for  which  csnw 
he  very  wisely  passed  it  over  in  silence. 
This  is  another  instance  of  the  lameness  of 
his  vindication. 

SECT.  V. 

Of  the  iufferingi  of  Mr,  Alexander  MoHcrkfi 
Mr,  Robert  J^Vaird,  and  same  other  sb»> 
isfert,  not  unto  death  ;  at  likewise  qftett' 
ral  gentlemen^  during  this  session  offot^ 
meni,  1661. 

The  sufferings  to  be  narrated  in  the  oftcr 
books  of  this  history,  were  alleged  to  be  for 
crimes  and  misdemeanors  contrary  to  the 
then  laws :  but  it  is  plain  the  things  alleged 


apostles,  bearing  my  testimony  to  the  gospel,  it 
it  is  now  preached  bv  an  honest  mini^ry  «b 
this  city;  though  alas!  there  be  a  corrupt  gen- 
eration among  the  ministry.  I  bear  wltiie« 
with  my  blood  to  the  neraeruted  government  if 
this  church,  in  general  assemblies,  synods,  and 
presbyteries,  and  also  to  the  protestation  against 
the  public  resolutions.  I  bear  witness  to  tb« 
covenants,  national  and  solemn  league^  and  new 
am  to  seal  these  with  my  blood.  I  likewise 
testify  against  all  popery,  prelacy,  Idolatry,  sa- 
perstition,  and  the  Service-book,  for  I  have  not 
taken  a  little  pains  in  searching  out  those  tblnn 
and  have  found  them  to  be  but  the  relica  of  toe 
llomish  superstition  and  idolatry,  left  in  kiaf 
Henry  VIII.  hit  time,  who,  though  it  plfSMd 
the  lA>rd  to  make  use  of  him  for  beginning  tht 
\  wotVl  i>^  T%f <oravBX\viA^  Y^t  he  waa  no  good  maa. 
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liiMt  the  two  maityn  we  have  been  hear-  '  friendB*  hands ;  but  now,  with  many    ^^^ 
I  at,  were  e?iilcntlj  according  to  standing   other  valuable  remains  of  this  ex- 
r  and  equity,  our  constitution  and  statutes,   cellent  sufferer,  it  is  lost. 


Mr.  Simpson  was  not  at  the  meeting  in 
Edinbuigfa,  August  last,  thou^  I  find  he  is 
chaiged  with  this  in  his  indictment,  which, 
with  his  answers,  fidling  much  in  with  Mr. 
Guthrie's  process,  above  insert,  I  do  not  in- 
sert here.  Towards  the  beginning  of  June, 
after  he  had  been  accused  in  parliament  by 
the  king's  advocate,  of  seditious  practices, 
and  the  copy  of  a  libel  sent  him  to  answer 
in  prison ;  such  was  the  justice  of  this  pe- 
riod, that  the  parliament,  without  allowing 
him  to  be  heard,  or,  as  far  as  I  can  find,  so 
much  as  once  sisting  him  befixre  them,  ban- 
ished him  the  king's  dominions ;  which  some 


ertnmed  by  this  partiamenf,  and  those 

lich  followed. 

After  the  reader  hath  had  the  vouched 

mdve  of  the  managers*  proceedings  against 

t  two  first  worthies  in  Scotland's  wrest* 

gi  and  battles,  he  cannot  but  stand  amazed 

the  trnpudence  of  some  episcopal  wvriters, 

lo  aaeert,  that  no  presbyterians  in  the  reign 

Ufllg  Charles  IL  suffered  for  their  prind- 

Bi^   and    upon   matters    of    conscience. 

MMigh  it  should  be  pretended,  that  my 

!d  Aigyle  and  Warriston  suffered  for  their 

■piiances  with  the  En^ish,  after  they  had 

nqoered  the  nation,  and  this  be  made  trea* 

n  i^gainst  all  sense  and  reason,  yet  what  \  questioned  whether  a  Scots  parliament  could 

■  be  said  of  Mr.  Guthrie,  whom  the  king   do.*    He  was  cast  in  with  Mr.  M'Vaird,  and 


■self  vindicates,  and  all  the  world  knew 
id  i^yposed  Cromwell,  and  several  other 
iaisters  and  gcndemcn  in  this  section,  and 
e  after  part  of  this  book  ?  To  those  then 
come  forward,  and  shall  give  some  account 
'  a  good  many  ministers  and  gentlemen, 
iOf  during  the  meeting  of  parliament,  suf- 
!ed  veiy  much,  thou^  by  the  good  provi^ 
nee  of  God,  their  lives  were  spared  for  a 
isoo.  I  begin  with  the  ministers. 
I  have  little  more  to  record  of  the  ten 
nisters  who  were  seized  with  Mr.  Guthrie, 
m  what  has  been  pointed  at  upon  the  for- 
r  chapter.  Their  paper,  designed  for  a 
timony,  was,  when  sent  to  court,  enter- 
ned  with  threatenings  and  ridicule.  This, 
Ji  the  restless  endeavours  of  the  managers 
Edinburgh,  in  this  hour  and  power  of 
faess,  prevailed  so  fiu*,  that  one  or  two 
icemed  in  it,  fainted,  and,  after  some  ver* 

acknowledgments,  of  which  I  have  not 
ird  the  tenor,  got  oS^  and  were  permitted 
retire  to  their  houses. 
None,  I  have  heard  o^  was  dealt  more 
'erely  with  by  thb  session  of  parliament, 
in  Mr.  James  Simpson,  minister  at  Airth, 

whom  some  account  hath  been  given 
XI  the  first  chapter.  He  was  a  person 
singular  {liety,  considerable  learning,  and 
most  affectionate  and  melting  preacher. 
m  told  he  came  a  great  length  in  writing 
ritical  and  very  exact  commentary  upon 
!  whole  Bible,  which  was  once  in  his 


underwent  the  same  fote,  both  of  them  dy- 
ing in  Holland. 

The  reverend  BIr.  Alexander  Moncrief, 
minister  of  the  gospel  at  Scoonie  in  ^e, 
was  another  of  those  ministers,  and  was  in- 
deed very  hardly  dealt  with.  I  shall  give  a 
distinct  account  of  this  siqgularly  pious  and 
useful  minister,  firom  some  hints  I  have  from 
very  good  hands,  and  the  parliament  records : 
his  papers  were  burnt  some  time  before  his 
death,  and  his  contemporaries  much  gone; 


Hlttorv  of  the 
IVlr.  Simp- 


•  Ths  editor  of  Kirkton*s 
Church  of  Scotland  informs  us,  that 
Mn*a  life  was  spared  at  the  intercessioa  of  Sharpe ; 
and  in  support  of  this  opinion,  quotes  from  the 
Wodrow  MSS.  the  foUowiitf  letter  from  that 
prdate  to  Primrose,  lord  regteter :  -  That  your 
parliamentary  acts  of  justice  have  been  tempered 
with  mercy,  I  think,  should  not  he  displeasing, 
especiaUy  since  the  obiect  of  that  mercv  hath 
made  a  confession,  which  I  wish  may  have  as 
binding  an  influence  for  oonvertine  those  of  his 
way  as  his  former  actings  had  In  perrerting 
them.  I  did,  at  my  first  access  to  the  king^  hff( 
that  the  lives  of  Mr.  Gillespie  and  Mr.  Guthrit 
might  be  spared,  which  his  mi^ty  denied  me 
but  now  the  recommendation  of  the  parliament 
upon  a  ground  which  I  could  not  bring,  I  hojuf 
will  prevail  with  so  generous  a  prince,  more 
merciful  than  the  kings  of  Ismel.  Upon  an 
earnest  letter  from  Mr.  James  Simpson  to  mv, 
to  whom  I  did  owe  no  great  kindness,  I  befrgre<T 
of  the  kin^  tliat  he  might  not  be  proceeded  againiit 
for  his  lira  and  corporal  punishment,  which  his 
n^jesty  was  pleased  generously  to  crant  to  me 
by  a  letter  for  that  purpose,  directed  to  mv  lord 
commissioner.  When  your  lordship  shall  hear 
my  inducements,  I  hope  you  will  not  condemn 
me.  '*  Kirkton's  H iHtory  of  the  Church  of  Strut- 
land,  p.  113,  Natt.'^EiL 
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1661     ^^^  it  is  to  be  regretted  so  lame  an 

account  can  be  given  of  this  man 

of  God.     I  shall  put  all  I  have  to  say  of 

this  good  man  in  this  place;   and  indeed 

much  of  it  concerns  this  period. 

During  the  usurpation,  Mr.  Alexander 
Moncrief  was  persecuted  by  the  English  for 
his  loyalty  to  the  king,  and  his  constant 
prating  for  him.  His  house  was  many  times 
searched  and  rifled  by  the  English,  and  he 
obliged  to  hide.  Upon  the  Sabbath  he  had 
spies  set  upon  him,  and  ^-as  closely  watched 
where  he  went  after  preaching.  Frequently 
he  was  hotly  pursued ;  and  one  time  a  party 
of  horse  came  after  him  when  fleeing,  and  by 
a  special  providence,  though  attacked  once 
and  again  by  them,  by  his  own  fortitude  and 
resolution  ho  got  clear  of  them,  and  escaped 
at  that  time.  Thereafter  in  a  neighbouring 
congregation  he  was  seized,  and  imprisoned 
some  tune,  merely  for  praying  for  the  king. 

Being  shortly  after  liberate,  he  was  pitched 
upon,  as  a  person  of  great  courage  and  bold- 
ness, to  present  the  protestation  and  peti- 
tion against  the  toleration,  and  other  en- 
croachments upon  the  church  and  state,  Oc- 
tober, 1658,  signed  by  himself  and  several 
other  ministers  of  Fife,  to  general  Monk. 
Tliis  he  did  with  the  greatest  firmness,  and 
it  exposed  him  further  to  the  extremities  of 
that  time.  All  the  return  he  had  to  those 
sufferings  for  his  loyalty,  was,  as  we  heard, 
August  23d  laat,  to  be  seized  when  pe- 
titioning accorciing  to  law.  For  any  thing 
I  can  find,  he  continued  under  confine- 
ment till  July  12th  this  year;  and  every 
l>ody,  and  he  himself  expected  he  should 
never  have  been  liberate  till  he  came  to  a 
scaffold. 

Much  about  the  time  with  Mr.  James 
(luthrie,  he  had  his  indictment  and  charge 
sent  hhn,  which  I  have  not  seen,  but  find  it 
run  upon  his  having  a  share  in  the  ^  Re- 
monstrance,*' and  in  forming  the  ^  Causes  of 
(iod*s  Wrath;"  and  he  refused  to  retract 
any  thing  in  them.  He  was  sevenil  times 
brought  before  the  parliament,  and  his  pro- 
secution for  his  life  was  so  hot,  that  the  carl 
of  A  thole  and  others  in  parliament,  particu- 
larly interested  and  concerned  in  Mr.  Mon- 
crief and  his  wife,  being  importuned  by  her 
to  appear  for  Idin  lu  j)arlianient,  dealt  >Nilh 
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her  to  endesvoor  to  prcnfl  with  him  to  re> 
cede  from  some  of  his  principlcB,  otlieiwisc^ 
they  told  her,  it  was  imporaUe  to  am  his 
life.  This  excellent  wonan  answered,  "Tint 
they  all  knew  the  was  happy  in  a  good  huv 
band,  that  the  had  great  sffixtion  to  him, 
and  many  children ;  yet  the  knew  him  to  be 
so  steadfiut  to  his  |»inciplet  where  his  con- 
science was  concerned,  that  nobody  needed 
deal  with  him  upon  diat  head ;  for  her  part, 
before  she  woidd  contribute  any  thing  tint 
would  break  his  peace  with  hia  Bflastcr,  ihe 
would  rather  choose  to  receive  hia  head  tt 
the  Cross."    About  this  time  likewise,  two 
ladies  of  the  first  quality  were  pleased  to 
concern  themselves  ao  frr  in  Bfr.  Monaie( 
as  to  provide  a  handsome  compliment  m 
plate,  (which  was  not  unusual  at  this  time) 
and  send  it  to  the  advocate's  lady.    Aftc^ 
wards  they  went  and  visited  her,  and  w^ 
dressed  her  in  his  behalf  but  were  told,  it 
was  impossible  to  save  his  life;  and  the 
compliment  was  returned.    Yet  provideaoe 
so  over^niled  this  matter,  that  Mr.  Moncrief 
being  much  respected,  and  his  hardships  al- 
most universally  regretted  upon  account  of 
his  eminent  piety,  integrity,  and  upri^tneas 
severalsof  all  ranks  and  difierent  persuasioni^ 
'  and  unknown  to  him,  did  zealously,  and  with- 
out any  application, interpose  for  him;  so  that 
the  spirits  of  some  of  his  hottest  and  oKMt 
violent  persecutors,  who  had  resolved  upoo 
his  death,  began  to  soften  and  become  more 
friendly.    His  process  lingered  till,  afltar  a 
tedious  imprisonment,  he  fell  sick,  and  olv 
tained  the  favour  of  confinement  to  a  chaui- 
ber  in  Edinbiurgh.    By  the  records  of  psr- 
liament,  I  find  they  passed  the  followia^ 
sentence  upon  him,  July  12tli,  ^  The  king's 
majesty  and  estates  of  parliament,  haviitt 
considered  the  report  of  the  lords  of  artidei 
anent  the  process  against  Mr.   Alexander 
Moncrief,  minister  of  Scoonie,  and  his  own 
carriage  before  them,  in  owning  his  acce»- 
'  aion  to  the  "  Hemonstrance*'  and  "  Causes  of 
'  God's  Wrath,"  do  accordingly  declare  the 
said  Mr.  Alexander  to  be  for  ever  incapable 
of  exercising  any  public  trust,  civil  or  ecclc- 
;  siastic,  and  also  discharge  him  of  all  public 
j  trust,  civil  or  ecclesiastic  within  this  king- 
I  dom,  until,  in  the  next  session   of  parlia- 
m^vYl)  Cvunher  order  be  taken  concerning  hin^ 
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id  diieharge  him  in  the  oicantime  to  go  to 
e  laid  parish.** 

And  to  give  the  reader  all  I  hare  of  this 
irtfay  person  together.  After  this  sen- 
lee,  when  living  peaceably  some  eight  or 
le  nulea  firom  his  parish,  people  began  to 
lort  to  him,  and  hear  him  preach  in  his 
m  fiumly ;  whereupon,  under  a  most  se- 
re storm  in  the  middle  of  winter,  by  vii^ 
e  of  an  act  we  shall  afterwards  meet  with, 
I  was  diarged  to  remove  from  his  house, 
id  required  to  live  twenty  nules  from  his 
mge,  and  seven  or  eight  miles  from  a 
ishop's  scat  or  royal  buif^ti,  and  was  with 
Is  fiunily  forced  from  his  house,  and  obliged 
>  wander  in  that  great  storm.  And  when 
e  had  transported  his  furniture  to  a  place 
t  a  competent  distance,  even  there  he  got 
1  second  charge  to  remove  to  a  further  dis- 
noe^  till  he  was  obliged  to  transport  his 
nily  to  a  remote  place  in  the  Highlands, 
vhere  his  good  Ood,  who  had  all  along 
xxmtenanced  and  supported  him  wonder- 
uUy  in  his  troubles,  honoured  him  to  be  in- 
ttnimental  in  the  conversion  of  many. 

Thereafter,  the  persecution  somewhat 
'itting,  he  brougjit  his  family  to  Perth  for 
^  education  of  his  children,  where  he  con- 
boed  preaching  the  gospel ;  a  few  at  first, 
lit  afterwards  a  great  many  attended  his 
linistiy.  Being  informed  against,  we  may 
isily  guess  by  whom,  a  party  of  the  horse 
lards  were  sent  to  apprehend  him,  but  he 
caped,  though  his  house  was  narrowly  and 
dely  searched:  this  forced  him  from  liis 
DBily,  and  he  was  obliged  to  lurk  a  good 
bile.  At  length  he  came  in  with  his  fo- 
ilj  to  Edinburgh,  where  he  preached  the 
ispel  many  years  in  private,  under  a  series 
'  trouble  and  persecution.  He  was  inter- 
nmnuned,  as  we  shall  hear,  and  his  house 
id  many  other  places-in  and  about  the  city 
irrowly  searched  for  him,  yet  he  was  al- 
9j»  marvellously  hid.  Many  instances 
igbt  be  given  when  he  went  to  the  coun- 
y.  Blany  times  parties  of  the  guards  were 
nt  in  quest  of  him,  and  sometimes  he 
oold  meet  them  in  his  return,  and  pass 
irongh  them  unknown.  When  he  was 
idged  in  a  remote  part  of  the  suburbs  of 
Wnburgh,  a  captain  with  a  party  of  the 
igular  troops,  searched  every  house  and 
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chamber  of  the  close,  save  the  house  .  ^ . 
where  he  lodged,  into  which  they 
never  entered,  though  the  door  was  open.  At 
another  time  when  he  was  lurkhig  in  a  private 
family  without  the  wall  of  Edinbui^h,  a  party 
was  sent  to  apprehend  him ;  providentiall} 
he  had  gone  out  to  walk  near  by  the  house 
where  he  was:  the  party  observing  him, 
and  by  his  gravity  suspecting  him  a  minister, 
one  of  them  said, "  That  may  be  the  man 
we  are  seeking :"  "  Nay,"  said  another, "  he 
would  not  be  walking  there  ;'*  thus  they  en- 
tered into  the  house  and  searched  it  nar- 
rowly for  him.  Again,  when  advertised  that 
the  soldiers  were  coming  to  search  for  him 
in  his  own  house,  he  lingered  till  another 
minister  came  in  to  him,  and  said,  "  Sir,  you 
must  surely  have  a  protection  from  heaven, 
that  you  are  so  secure  here,  when  the  town 
is  in  a  disorder,  and  a  general  search  to  be 
made  ;**  and  immediately  he  went  off.  In  a 
little  Mr.  Moncrief  went  out,  and  he  was  not 
well  down  stairs,  when  the  guard  came  up 
and  searched  his  house.  He  took  a  little 
turn  in  the  street,  and  came  back  to  his 
house  again,  just  as  the  guards  went  off. 

Those  and  many  other  preservations  he 
could  not  but  remark.  But  the  persecution 
still  continuing,  and  turning  hotter,  he  was 
obliged  to  dismiss,  and  scatter  his  family  for 
some  time.  He  was  solicited,  when  in  those 
circumstances,  to  leave  the  kingdom,  and 
had  an  ample  coll  to  Londonderry  in  Ire- 
land; yet  he  always  declined  to  leave  his 
native  country,  and  in  his  pleasant  way  used 
to  say,  **  He  would  suffb*  ^ere  he  had 
sinned,  and  essay  to  keq)  possession  of  hib 
Master's  house,  till  he  should  come  again." 
He  had  a  sore  sickness  about  the  beginning 
of  June,  1660.  I  have  in  mine  eye  a  lar^c 
collection  of  heavenly  expressions  he  then 
hod,  too  long  to  be  here  inserted. 

Mr.  MoncrieTs  memory  is  yet  savoury  to 
many;  and  there  are  several  alive  who  can 
bear  witness  that  God  was  with  him  and  h, 
him  of  a  truth.  He  left  many  seals  of  his 
ministry  in  Fife,  and  was  a  most  faithful 
and  pninfiil  minister.  His  sufferings  are  a 
little  hinted  at  in  '*  The  Fulfilling  of  the 
Scriptures,"  p.  343.  But  such  was  his  self- 
denial,  that  though  he  be  not  named  nor  his 
persecutors,  as  long  as  he  lived  hia  v«svxldKvv\t. 
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{nOM.  I. 


j^l    8ufe  diat  book  to  be  in  hii  fiuaoilj.  |  government,  piemuM  erilfiety'  and 


to  be  indeed  pmdshed  by  the  jodges,  if  il 
could  be  proren  againiit  me^  and  ivodd  a» 
tndict  the  doctrine  i»fneh  I  fasreetAit 
tine  preftcked  before  many  witoeflsei,  ja^ 
intheftee  of  unjust  aaurpen,  for  wfaickl 
was  diailenged,  when  I  WM  prencMng  toiy 
own  people,  hi  hearint  of  some  of  Aeir  colli 


He  lived  tiii  harvest,  ie88^  and  so 
niay  be  Mid  indeed  to  "  hsnre  kept  possession 
of  his  Msstei's  house  till  he  came  back  f*  as 
he  frequently  used  to  express  his  own  hopes 
under  this  dsrk  period  of  sufferings.  He  was 
mighty  in  prayer,  and  a  singular  prevailer; 
and  I  have  some  remsrkable  and  strange 

returns  of  bis  prayers  well  vouched  before !  mandera  npon  any  oitfinsry  teat^  wfaidi  thtoi^ 
nie,  not  so  neeiUul  to  be  insert  here.  I  wish  fore  I  would  not  baft:,  [alter]  John  rd  1 
his  worthy  son,  at  present  a  reverend  and  *  The  tune  shall  cooie^  when  they  whoU 
useful  minister  in  this  church,  could  be  pre- '  you,  shall  think  that  they  do  God  sernttf 
vailed  with  to  give  us  the  life  of  tlus  holy  but  I  Uess  the  Lord,  I  came  foir  off  in  (Vitf 
person. 

I  find  Mr.  Robert  Trail,  Mr.  John  Stir- 
ling, and  some  other  of  the  ministers  who 


were  sdzed,  August  last,  toward  the  begin-  i  witness  and  declare  against  that  base 


ning  of  March  this  year  before  the  lords  of 
the  articles ;  where  it  is  observed  by  one  who 
appears  no  great  friend  of  thevs,  that  they 
had  very  handsome  speeches  in  theu*  own 
vindioation.  None  of  them  I  have  heard 
of  were  brought  before  the  parliament,  save 
Mr.  Trail,  a  copy  of  whose  speech  to  the 
parliament  deserves  a  room  here^  being  all 
I  have  to  give  the  reader  of  this  worthy 
person,  and  fiiom  it  he  may  easily  gather 
both  his  indictment  and  defences;  and  it 
follows. 

«  My  Lord, 
"  I  do  rejoice  to  see  my  lord  commis- 
sioner his  grace,  your  lordships,  and  this 
honourable  company  upon  this  bench,  and 
shall,  in  the  beginning,  humbly  beg,  that  I 
may  be  allowed  to  answer  my  libel  as  bo- 
comes  a  nunister  of  the  goBpel,  and  as  one 
who  desires  to  remember  that  I  ha\'e  an 
higher  Judge  to  answer,  even  one  who  is 
hi^ier  than  the  kings  of  the  earth,  before 
whose  tribunal  all  of  us  must  ere  long  be 
sisted,  there  to  be  judged,  and  receive  ac- 
cording to  what  we  have  done  in  the  body, 
whether  good  or  evil.  Knowing  therefore 
the  terror  of  the  Lord,  and  the  certain  and 
speedy  coming  of  that  day,  I  dare  not  use 
flatteries  to  men,  nor  dissimulation,  but  speak 
the  truth  in  sincerity  and  singleness  of  heart, 
as  before  him  who  tries  and  searches  the 


debate,  without  any  advantage  to  them^tir 

shame  to  myself,  or  the  word  I  preached^-''' 

**  I  dul  often,  both  in  private  and  pubBt^ 


rcms. 

"  My  whole  libel  drives  at  this,  to  prove 
me  K^ilty  of  high  treason,  as  having  been 


treasonable  tender,  when  it  was  presHl 
upon  the  land.  I  have  always  labooret 
and  do  still,  to  keep  in  mind  that  difUa 
precept  given  by  a  great  king,  even  Mth 
mon ;  '  Fear  God  and  the  kmg,  and  fbOdW 
not  them  that  are  g^ven  to  changes  :*  and  vl 
a  greater  than  Solomon,  *  Give  unto  Cmr 
the  things  that  are  Cbesar's,  and  to  Oodlhs 
thii^  that  are  God's.*  I  willingly  subscaM 
to  that  which  is  in  the  imperial  law,  whott 
it  is  said  to  be  a  great  sacrilege,  ermM 
Cttsari  qitod  rjuM  ett;  how  mudi  more  tarn 
it  be  the  greater  sacrilege,  m/ierv  Ckrkli 
quod  ejut  ett  f 

**  In  answering  the  particulars  of  my  Hat 
I  cannot  altogether  keqi  sSence  as  to  tfti 
many  bitter  and  injurious  words  wheieaU 
it  is  stuffed,  as  that  I  have  laid  aside  4 
loyalty  to  my  prince,  all  natural  aflectian  to 
my  country  and  countrymen,  and  all  respA 
to  law :  those  of  your  lordships  who  knov 
me,  will  allow  me  more  charity  than  tothinl 
me  such  an  one ;  and  such  as  know  me  not, 
I  hope,  will  suspend  their  judgment  till  tiMj 
know  me :  yea,  I  durst  appeal  to  my  loM 
advocate's  own  conscience,  if  he  thinks  ti 
to  be  such  a  man.  But  I  have  not  so  lesrnd 
Christ,  yea,  I  have  learned  of  him  not  tt 
render  evil  for  evil,  or  railii^  for  railing,  brf 
contrariwise,  blessing;  and  therefore  I  di 
from  my  heart  pray  for  the  honoured  drawd 
up  of  the  libel,  as  I  would  do  for  myscM 
that  the  Lord  would  bless  him  with  his  best 
blessings,  and  would  give  him  to  find  mem 


{iisldjm!  to  ay  king,  and  his  authority  tiid\\n  €h«  ^  ^  ^<^ liotd  Jeans. 
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^  The  partinilan  of  my  libel  arc  four,and 
I  shall  answer  to  them  shortly  and  ingenu- 
ously as  they  lie  there. 

"  The  first  is,  that  Remonstrance  which 
was  pffesented  to  the  committee  of  estates 
the  end  of  the  year  165a    Whatever  be 
said  i^punst  that  {Miper  in  my  libel,  or  what- 
efcr  be  said  ibr  it  by  the  presenters  and 
rom|Mlers  of  it,  I  shall  need  say  nothing  of  it 
at  present,  but  that  I  was  neither  at  the 
eontrifing  or  presenting  of  it    It  is  well 
hnowa  that  I  was  then  in  the  castle  of 
Edinburgh*  besieged  there  by  the  unjust  in- 
vadoi  of  this  land ;  and  what  my  carriage 
was  there  in  exhorting  and  encouraging  that 
ptimm  to  be  fiiithfid  to  the  great  trust 
eoamiitted  to  them,  having  the  chief  strength 
of  the  land  in  thdr  custody,  and  the  regis- 
ten  t^hmrkfA  with  thcm ;  what,  I  say,  my 
caniagewas  there,  my  brethren  who  were 
thore  with  me,  Messrs.  Hamilton,  Smith, 
ad  Oarran  can  testify.    I  did  resolve  to  lay 
dmrn  my  life  in  the  defence  of  that  place  for 
his  majesty  and  my  country's  service,  if  the 
Lord  should  please  to  call  me  to  it ;  yea,  I 
lid  lun  a  very  great  hazard  by  a  dangerous 
voond  which  I  rccdved;  and  shall  I  be  no 
^     idierwise  rewarded  than  by  having  such  a 
ftd  drawn  up  against  me  I   which,  I  may 
,     ^f  hath  been  more  sad  to  read  and  think 
^poo^  than  all  the  pain  and  danger  I  was  at 
^  time  under;  yet  I  hope  your  lordships, 
specially  my  lord  commissioner,  know  bet- 
^  how  to  reward  soldiers  who  have  haz- 
arded life  in  their  service. 

"  The  second  point  of  my  libel  is,  the 
NmJc  of  '  The  Causes  of  God's  Wroth,' 
^hich,  I  grant,  is  more  ticklish  to  answer, 
%iid  therefore  I  shall  tpeak  the  more  warily 
^  k.  I  do  not  deny  that  I  was  present  at 
Uiat  meeting  when  those  things  were  spoken 
^  and  confessed,  when  some  brethren  did 
^eet  to  mourn  before  the  Lord,  who  hid  his 
^oe  fiom  us,  and  whose  hand  had  gone 
forth  against  us  with  much  wrath  and  sore 
iii4gnients^  and  had  brought  kirk  and  state 
tander  the  feet  of  proud  usurpers :  I  believe 
>'our  lordships  will  judge  it  no  treason  at 
«uch  times,  for  ministers  of  the  gospel,  who, 
by  virtue  of  their  office,  are  called  to  be 
among  the  wise  men,  to  whom  the  mouth  of 
the  Lord  hath  spoken,  to  declare  vihcrcforc 


the  land  does  mourn;  for  tlicsc,  I  ^.g. 
say,  to  meet  for  proyer,  and  con- 
fessing their  own  sins,  and  of  their  rulers, 
according  to  the  commanded  practice  of  the 
servants  of  God  in  former  times,  in  the  like 
case.  Neither  can  it  be  accounted  treason 
in  such  a  case  to  seek  the  Lord's  face,  and 
to  inquire  into  the  i)rovoking  and  procuring 
causes  of  so  much  wroth  as  had  come  upon 
us.  I  am  persuaded  there  are  many  thin^ 
in  that  book  which  none  here  will  deny  to 
be  the  uncontrovcrted  guilt  of  this  land, 
such  as  atheism  and  ignorance  in  many, 
despising  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  offi.Ted 
in  the  gospel,  ne^ect  of  the  exercises  of 
religion  and  godliness  in  families,  greater  and 
smaller;  those  have  been  great  sins  in  the 
land,  yea,  continue  to  be  so,  and  receive  n 
great  aggro\'ation  from  the  great  and  won- 
derful deliverance  which  the  Lord  hath 
\vTought  for  us,  as  if  wc  had  been  dclivereii 
to  continue  in  all  those  abominations ;  and 
when  the  Lord  hath  bound  up  and  strength- 
ened our  arm,  we  rebel  agiiinst  him. 

**  But  I  know  it  is  not  those  things  I  nni 
challenged  for,  neither  is  it  the  two  sutidcs 
cited  in  the  libel,  but  the  5th  and  6th  st('p 
of  defection,  under  the  9th  article,  to  M-hich 
I  shall  answer. 

**  The  first  of  them,  *  The  closing  a  treaty 
with  the  king,  after  he  had  given  such  evi- 
dences of  his  disaffection  and  enmity  to  the 
work  of  God,'  as  it  is  in  the  book.  To  this 
I  say  two  things,  1st,  Tliat  I  never  did  deny 
his  majesty's  just  right  and  title  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  these  kingdoms,  and  did  alwuyr. 
acknowledge  him  the  only  righteous  heir  of 
those  crowns ;  and  I  do  now  from  my  heart 
bless  the  Lord,  who  hath  in  so  wonderful 
and  peaceable  a  way  brought  him  to  the  full 
possession  of  them,  purposing  to  live  in  uU 
true  and  due  loyalty  under  lus  government, 
and  praying,  that  he  who  is  set  over  men, 
may  be  just,  ruling  in  the  fear  of  God,  that 
his  reign  may  be  long  and  prosperous,  and  a 
blessing  to  these  lands,  that  when  he  shall 
have  fulfilled  his  days,  and  Uiid  by  his  earthly 
crown,  he  may  receive  a  greater  and  bet- 
ter, which  fadeth  not  away,  but  is  eternal  in 
the  heavens.  But  in  the  2d  place,  I  cannot 
deny,  imlcss  I  should  lie  against  my  own 
conscience,  that  I  was  ;\l  iVwit  Vvk^^  cotv- 
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>^^i  vinrecl,  there  was  not  care  cnouiHi 
to  get  niin  brought  iitf  troni  his  pre- 
judices against  the  work  of  reforniationy  and 
from  some  contrary  principles  which  he  had 
drunk  in  from  his  tender  years,  that  so  when 
he  came  to  be  invested  with  the  roytS  power, 
he  might  improve  the  same  the  more  for  the 
Lord,  and  for  his  work  in  his  dominions, 
according  to  the  oath  to  be  taken  by  the 
king  who  shall  reign  in  Scotland ;  the  which 
oath  his  majesty  (tid  take  at  the  coronation 
at  Scone.    Ndther  it  my  meamng  in  that 


tition  is  misrepresented  m  the  Ebd,  as  7 1 
had  therdn  been  injnrioos  to  his  majesty; 
whereas,  I  can  say,  I  had  not  in  that  the 
least  tiicmght  of  disloyalty  ^dnst  Us  «» 
jesty,  but  on  the  contrary,  I  (fid  most  w^ 
lingly  and  cheerfblly  subscrHie  that  snppli- 
cation,  as  a  testimony  of  my  loyalty  to  m 
king,  and  of  my  ardent  dedre  to  have  wnlh 
holden  off  his  throne  and  domimons.  Iff  a 
humble  minding  him  of  the  sacred  ties  ef 
the  covenant  which  he  had  taken  on,  and 
by  earnestly  supplicating  him,  that  he  woaU 


article,  as  if  his  majesty,  not  giving  full  sat-   walk  according  to  those,  both  in  his  cnnrt 


isfaction  to  the  just  desires  of  church  and 
state,  should  never  have  been  invested  into 
his  power,  but  tha^  more  care  should  have 
been  taken,  previously  thereunto,  to  have 
brought  him  to  a  cordinl  owning  of  the  woric 
of  God  in  these  lands,  which,  as  I  believe, 
would  have  been  acceptable  service  to  God, 
and  much  conducing  to  the  peace  and  hap- 
piness of  his  majesty  in  his  dominions.  In 
a  word,  my  meaning  in  that  article  is,  that 
security  for  religion,  and  the  woric  of  refor- 
mation, should  be  endeavoured  in  the  first 
place,  that  so  we,  according  to  our  Lord's 
direction,  seeking  first  the  kingdom  of  hea- 
ven, and  the  righteousness  thereof,  other 
things  may  succeed  the  better  with  us. 

"  The  next  article  is,  concerning  '  taking 
of  malignants  into  the  army  and  judicatories,' 
as  it  is  set  down  in  '  The  Causes  of  God*s 
Wrath.'  To  this  I  say,  there  is  nothing 
asserted  there,  but  what  is  clearly  consonant 
to  the  word  of  God,  and  to  the  received 
doctrine  of  this  church  according  to  the 
word,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  many  *  declara- 
tions, remonstrances,  warnings,  and  causes 
of  fasts,'  emitted  and  printed  by  the  supreme 
jucficatories  of  this  church:  for  if  it  be  a 
commanded  duty  to  put  into  places  of  trust 
and  power,  men  fearing  God,  men  of  truth, 
and  hating  covetousness ;  then  must  the  ne- 
glect of  that  be  a  sin,  and  so  a  cause  of 
wrath. 

"  Tlie  third  point  of  my  libel  is,  that 
supplication  which  was  drawn  up  and  sub- 
scribed by  some  few  ministers  here  at  Edin- 
^  burgh,  in  August  last,  for  which  we  Were 
'  imprisoned  by  the  honourable  committee  of 
estates,  and  upon  which  I  am  cited  this  day 


and  fiimily,  and  in  the  goveniment  of  hs 
kingdoms ;  and  I  do  desire,  in  the  Lmth 
strength,  and  through  his  grace,  to  sdhA 
to  that  supplication  as  long  as  I  lire,  ss  ■ 
real  evidence  of  my  loyalty,  and  as  a  teM^ 
mony  to  those  blessed  covenants,  which  ve 
now  so  much  spoken  against. 

«  The  last  point  of  my  libel  is, « The  in- 
perfect  scroll  of  a  letter  and  instnictina^' 
which  were  found  with  us  at  our  merth^ 
Though  I  might  say  I  need  not  own  thev^ 
they  never  being  fiilly  written  ont,  or  em 
read  among  us,  yet  I  will  ingeuoously  ao- 
knowledge,  they  were  intended  to  havebroi 
sent  to  some  of  our  brethren  in  another  f«l 
of  the  country,  for  procuring  their  snbscr^ 
tion  to  our  petition,  and  for  adviring  vwtf 
a  way  for  charges  to  be  furnished  for  send' 
ing  of  it  up  to  his  majesty,  by  one  of  nor 
number.  But  the  honourable  cominitte 
did  soon  fi*ee  us  of  that  trouble,  and  of  thoK 
chaiges,by  sending  it  up  their  own  way,  lad 
by  putting  us  to  another  sort  of  troobk^ 
and  other  chai^ges,  by  seven  months^  imprii' 
onment  I  may  confidently  say,  there  vm 
not  the  least  thought  of  stirring  vp  any  to 
rise  in  arms,  yea  we  would  have  ttccoonted 
such  a  thought  not  only  disloyalty,  but  d^ 
mentation  and  madness. 

"  Now,  my  lord,  having  shortly  and  in- 
genuously answered  my  long  libel,  I  nrastii 
all  humility  beg  leave  to  entreat  your  lord- 
ships, that  you  would  soionsly  consdff 
what  ye  do  with  poor  ministen,  who  hift 
been  so  long  kept,  not  only  fit>m  dieir  !2)aiJ 
of  preaching  the  gospel,  but  of  hearing  iti 
that  so  many  congregations  are  Idd  desohte 
for  60  long  a  time,  and  many  poor  soqii 


to  answer  before  your  lordslups.    That  pep\  Viwre  \ra\.  m^  ^^  teQ^eti  on  their  deadibed 
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br  their  bdngdqmved  of  a  word  of  comfort 
from  their  minUtera  in  the  hour  of  their 
poMteit  ueed.  **  Tlie  Lord  g^ve  you  wi»- 
dom  in  all  things  and  pour  out  upon 
foil  the  aprit  of  your  high  and  weighty 
nnpLoymeDt,  of  understanding,  and  of  the 
bar  of  die  Lord;  that  your  goyemment 
nmr  be  hleased  for  this  kmd  and  kirk ;  that 
fan  may  live  loqg  and  happily;  that  your 
■lomory  may  be  sweet  and  fragrant  when 
fou  are  gone;  that  you  may  leave  your 
■ame  for  a  blessing  to  the  Lord's  people; 
that  your  houses  and  families  may  stand 
\ao^  and  flourish  to  the  yean  <^  many 
poefations ;  that  you  have  solid  peace  and 
heartjoy  in  the  hour  of  the  breaking  of 
ywr  heart-strings^  when  pale  death  will  sit 
aa  your  eyelids,  and  when  man  must  go  to 
his  long  home,  and  the  mourners  go  about 
the  streets ;  for  what  man  is  he  that  liveth 
fad  afaall  not  see  death  ?  or  can  he  deliver 
hioMelf  from  the  power  of  the  grave  ?  No 
SMaredly,  for  e%'en  those  to  whom  he  saith, 
ft  are  gods,  must  die  as  men,  seeing  it  is 
ippcnnted  for  all  men  once  to  die,  and  afler 
jfefth  ia  the  judgment,  and  aflcr  judgment 
fadlcss  eternity.  Let  me  therefore  exhort 
|iQur  lordships  in  the  words  of  a  great  king, 
%  fftat  warrior  also,  and  a  holy  prophet, 
'  3e  wise,  and  be  ye  instructed,  ye  judges 
^  the  earth,  serve  the  Lord  with  fear,  and 
nqoice  before  him  with  trembling :  kiss  the 
Sooy  lest  he  be  angry,  and  ye  perish  from 
Jie  way;  when  his  wrath  is  kindled  but 
br  a  little,  then  blessed  will  all  those,  and 
Jipse  only  be,  who  put  thdr  trust  in  him.* 
Now  the  Lord  give  you  in  this  your  day 
to  consider  the  things  that  belong  to  your 
sternal  peace,  and  to  remember  your  latter 
sad,  that  it  may  be  well  with  you,  world 
without  end." 

From  the  seven  months*  imprisonment 
Mr.  Trail  speaks  o(  we  may  guess  this 
|)eech  was  delivered  towards  the  end  of 
Macch.  I  find  this  good  man  with  the 
cat,  continuing  in  prison,  June  13th,  when 
ft  an  original  letter  of  his  to  Mr.  Thomas 
HTylie^  minister  at  Kirkcudbright,  I  find  him 
^'41^  this  account  "  I  need  not  write  to 
^ou  how  matters  go  here,  this  I  must  suy, 
^our  imprisoned  and  confined  brethren  are 
ijiidly  dcdt  with  by  our  kind  Lord,  fur 


whose  cause  and  interest  we  sufler ;  .  ^ . 
and  if  any  of  us  be  straitened,  it  is 
not  in  him,  for  we  have  laige  allo^'ance  from 
him,  could  we  take  it.  We  know  it  fiires 
the  better  with  us,  that  you  and  such  as 
you  mind  us  at  the  throne.  We  are  waiting 
from  day  to  day  what  men  will  do  with  us; 
we  are  expectuig  banishment  at  the  best, 
but'  our  sentence  must  proceed  from  the 
Lord ;  and  whatsoever  it  be,  it  shall  be  good 
as  firom  him,  and  whithersoever  he  shall 
send  us,  he  will  be  with  us,  and  shall  let  us 
know  that  the  earth  is. his,  and  the  fulness 
thereof."  This  was  the  resigned  Christian 
temper  of  those  worthies. 

I  have  before  me  the  original  sununons 
of  high  treason,  against  Mr.  John  Murray, 
minister  at  Methven,  who  was  at  the  meet- 
ing in  Edinbuigh  August  last,  with  his 
answers  to  the  charge  contained  in  the  sum- 
mons. By  the  first  I  find,  that  a  general 
form  has  been  used  in  the  citations  given  to 
all  these  ministers,  and,  mutaiis  nudandii, 
it  falls  in  with  Mr.  Guthrie's  indictment; 
therefore  I  do  not  swell  this  work  with  it, 
nor  with  Mr.  Murray's  answers,  which  agree 
with  Mr.  Guthrie*s  and  Mr.  Trail*s,  save 
that  Mr.  Murray  was  neither  at  the  framing 
•*  the  Remonstrance,"  or  •*  Causes  of  God's 
Wrath."  What  issue  the  parliament  came 
to  as  to  Mr.  Murray,  I  know  not ;  it  would 
seem  he  was  turned  over  with  others  to  the 
council.  We  shall  find,  that  the  parliament 
some  way  remitted  those  imprisoned  and 
confined  ministers  to  the  council ;  and  from 
their  rasters  this  year,  I  shall  be  in  case 
to  give  some  further  hints  about  them.  Tlic 
two  ministers  of  Edinburgh  were  soon  turned 
out,  and  all  the  rest  of  their  brethren  there 
save  one,  who  was  tenned  the  nest  egg. 

This  is  all  come  to  my  hand,  as  to  th 
sufferings  of  those  wortliy  and  excellent 
persons,  who  were  in  the  meeting  August 
last ;  unless  it  be  those  of  Mr.  James  Kirko 
of  Sunday-well,  which  I  shall  likewise  give 
a  hint  of  in  this  pkcc.  This  religious  and 
zealous  gentleman  was  detained  prisoner 
near  four  months  after  he  was  seized :  there- 
ailct  he  was  not  forgot  in  the  act  of  fiiie>, 
and  paid  tiOO  merks  of  fines,  and  300  h\ 
way  of  cess  to  the  soldiers  who  iijilillrJ  it. 
In  a  little  time  uftci  o\\&  V^9SusraoNv^V:^>^  via^ 
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1661  ^^^  ^^™  ^^  council,  got  hu 
bond  for  a  consido:8bl9  sam,  which 
afterword  he  compounded  for  800  meriu. 
In  the  year  1666,  for  mere  not  hearing,  he 
waa  fined  by  Sir  James  Turner  in  500 
meiia,  and  pud  SOO  to  him,  after  eight 
soidiers  had  continued  in  his  house  a  long 
time.  Before  the  rising  at  Pentland,  be- 
cause of  his  nonconformity,  he  was  so  op- 
pressed with  parties  of  horse  and  foot  sol- 
diers erery  day,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
dismiss  his  &mily  in  the  month  of  October, 
and  leave  his  house  and  all  he  had  in  it,  to 
be  disposed  of  as  they  saw  good.  And  afber 
Pentland,  upon  alleganoe  that  he  had  been 
there,  though  it  could  never  be  proven,  he 
was  obliged  to  leave  the  kingdom  for  three 
years.  And  when  he  returned,  he  was  put 
to-a  prodigious  (harge  by  a  process  of  for- 
feiture, raised  agunst  him  by  the  lord  Lyon, 
which  continued  till  his  death.  He  was 
succeeded  in  his  estate  by  James  M'Cidand, 
whom  we  shall  afterwards  meet  with  under 
very  grievous  suflerings. 

The  next  minister  I  name  is  Mr.  Patrick 
Gillespie,  first  minister  in  the  town,  and 
then  principal  of  the  college  of  Glasgow. 
His  works  Rpeak  for  him,  and  evidence  him 
a  person  of  great  learning,  solidity,  and 
piety,  partictilariy  what  remains  we  have  of 
his  excellent  treatises  upon  **  the  Covenants 
of  Grace  and  Redemption ;"  and  it  is  pity 
we  want  the  three  other  parts  upon  those 
subjects,  which  he  wrote  and  finished  for 
the  press. 

By  some  he  was  said  to  be  a  person  of  a 
considerable  height  of  spirit,  and  was  blamed 
by  many  for  his  compliances  with  the  usurper, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  he  was  the  minister  in 
Scotland  who  had  the  greatest  sway  with 
the  English  when  they  ruicd  here,  yea, 
almost  the  only  presbyterian  minister  thatwaa 
in  with  them.  This  laid  him  open  to  many 
heavy  reflections,  and  we  need  not  wonder 
he  was  attacked  by  the  managers  at  tliis 
time,  when  so  many  who  had  stood  firm  to 
the  king*s  interest,  were  so  ungenerously 
treated :  besides,  he  was  on  the  protesting 
side,  and  had  no  small  share  in  the  **  Wes- 
tern Remonstrance,"  and  probably  it  fared 
the  worst  with  all  the  ministers  of  that 
judgawat,  because  of  the  reproaches  cast  oci 
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tnm,  and  the  eomptianees  made  bf  litet 
The  king  had  a  particular  design  wffkA 
ham  for  fab  open  dealings  with  the  uavpen^ 
and  we  have  heard,  it  wae  with  some  difr 
cnlty  the  mamgera  were  excused  for  wptng 
him.  We  left  him  last  year  impriaoned  ii 
Stirling  castle,  and  he  was  brought  m  ts 
Edinburgh,  and  March  6thy  staged  bdoR 
the  parliament,  when  his  indicUiieBC  wm 
read:  I  have  not  seen  a  full  copy  of  it^  bet 
find  the  followhig  abstract  in  the  pspcn  of 
this  time; 

**  That  he  contrived,  compiled,  conKBferi 
to,  and  subscribed  the  paper  called  *tbe 
Western  Remonstrance^*  which  he  also  pn^ 
duced  in  several  judicatories,  when  it  wm 
declared  treasonaUe,  and  condemned  bf  the 
parliament  or  conunittee  of  estates.  Thathe 
consented  to,  or  approved  that  abomfaislile 
pamphlet,  called  '  the  Cansea  of  God^ 
Wrath,'  containiiig  many  treasonable  wicksi 
lies  and  expressions  against  the  king  and  fail 
royal  &ther,  and  which  by  the  late  niimiiittnr 
of  estates  was  appointed  to  be  burnt  by  tfce 
hand  of  the  hangman.  That  he  kept  con- 
stant cofrespondence  with  Cromwell  the 
usuiper  That  at  Westminster,  and  in  wi 
about  London,  he  preadied  in  his  prexnce 
seditious  sermons;  that  he  pni}'ed  for  kie 
as  supreme  magistrate;  that  for  his  so  doof 
he  received  firom  him  several  gifts,  and  grot 
sums  of  money.*' 

After  his  indictment  was  read,  he  had  i 
long  and  pertinent  speech,  which  I  have  not 
seen,  but  am  told  that  therein  be  gave  fail 
sense  of  "  the  Western  Remonstrance,"  and 
of  **  the  Causes  of  God's  Wrath :"  and  as  to 
his  receiving  money  from  Cromwell,  he  ooo- 
fessed  it ;  but  said,  he  never  put  a  faithing  ii 
his  own  pocket ;  that  he  sought  it  and  got 
it  for  the  university,  and  if  that  was  bhn»> 
worthy,  he  acknowledged  his  crime :  bat  ft 
was  his  opinion,  if  he  could  have  drained  the 
usuiper*s  confers  for  so  good  an  end  as  ike 
service  of  the  college,  it  could  have  been  tb 
disservice  to  the  king.     He  ended  with  a 
desire  that  he  might  be  allowed  to  give  itf  s 
paper  containing  his  sense  of  the  "  BesMNh 
stranoc,"  and    other   things   in    the   late 
times.  The  parliament  ordmned  him  to  gpw 
in  his  ficfeuces  in  writ,  to  the  lords  of 
\  mUc\c«,  \Yvc  \^Vi  loifitfljit ;  and  if  he  should 
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iftr  aay  paptt  to  tkam^  that  Uidv  iihouM 

Noching  further  ••  to  bii  prooen  hath 
noie  to  mjr  band.  He  bad  iiieiids  in  the 
Mwae^  and  frfour  was  shown  bun;  an  ag- 
frnntiaa  ccrtaialjr  of  the  manngeia'  severity 
fainat  such  who  had  oerergone  his  lengths. 
Fowards  the  end  of  Hay  I  find  him  before 
be  pariiament,  confesafang  civil  giiilty  and 
■king  pardon  of  the  house»  suhndtting  him- 
idf  to  bis  majesty's  mercy  and  &vour ;  and 
the  parliament  transmitted  his  supplication 
to  the  king.  I  have  not  seen  a  copy  either 
of  bis  sense  of  the  "  Remonstnuoe,**  or  this 
ayplicarion;  bat  have  heard  that  he  re- 
ioiuiced  the  "  Frotestatiany"  and  some  ex- 
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in  <"  the  Causes  of  God's  Wrath/' 
mi  ".Lex  Kex,"  and  declared  his  grief  for 
Ua  eompliance  with  the  English.  And  his 
■ipfdication  bears,  that,  ^  he  acknowledged 
he  bad  pven  ofience  to  his  nugesty  by  the 
'Remonstrance/  and  otherwise,  which  he 
WW  was  sorry  for,  and  did  disclaim,  and 
Iberefore  cast  himself  upon  the  king's  mercy, 
md  humbly  desired  the  commissioner  his 
jnce,  and  the  parliament,  to  profler  his  pe- 
dtioa  to  his  majesty;"  or  to  tins  eflfect. 
fUa  was  interpreted  by  the  parliament  an 
idknowledgment  of  guilt ;  and  some  words 
n  his  declaration  and  supplication  were  in- 
leed  strained  further  than  he  intended :  and 
Aey  interceded  for  him,  and  in  a  little  time 
lie  was  liberate,  and  confined  to  Ormiston, 
ind  six  miles  round  it,  as  we  may  after- 
vtank  hear.* 

Mr.   Gillespie's  going   this    length  was 
noch  oondepmed  at  this  time,  as  a  step  of 


•  <«  Mr.  Fstridc  GHlMple,**  nys  Mackensle, 
ffwaking  of  Mr.  Guthrie,  **  wan  guilty  of  the 
aae  ud  greater  crimei,  bnTing  courted  the 
Prvtoctor,  whom  Gmhrie  reallv  hmted ;  nor  had 
lis  muestf  M  groat  avendon  ior  any  lalniitcr 
•  ibr  aim,  because  he  behaved  himaelt'  so  inw- 
•■tly  fa  hii  own  presence,  and  toward  hk  own 
isnan ;  yet  upon  a  humblis  aubmniilon,  (which 
wm  the  more  rrnrded,  because  it  wae  refuted  by 
jwtihrio,  and  might  be  ncemplary  to  others,)  he 
taa  brmight  off  by  the  lord  &iaciair  and  others, 
rith  whom  he  had  behaved  himself  as  a  gentle- 
BSB  when  he  was  young ;  and  in  his  case  the 
oortier  serred  the  minister :  ysC  his  mi|)«sty 
atoined  so  far  his  former  resentmente,  that  he 
wold  nerer  allow  bim  to  be  bmui^ht  into  the 
aialstry,  uotwithstandini^  of  many  intercva- 
iooa.*'— History  of  Scotland,  p.  bl.^Jid, 


fiunting  in  a  person  of  his  .^. 
forwardness,  aeal,  and  activity,  dur- 
ing the  preceding  years.  The  b^gmnings 
of  his  yielding  when  signified  to  Mr. 
Rutherford,  were  distressing  to  him  on 
his  deathbed;  and  Mr.  James  Guthrie, 
who  lived  to  see  bis  paper,  said,  "  And 
hath  be  sufiered  ao  much  in  vain,  if 
it  be  in  rain?"  In  an  original  letter  of 
Bfr.  M' Vaird's,  dated  June  5th,  this  year,  he 
expresses  himself  thus,  "  Mr.  Gillespie's 
submission  in  quitting  the  *  Remonstrance,' 
with  some  other  expressions  in  the  submis- 
sion, that  are  strained  beyond  hb  meaning, 
have  sadly  stumUed  many,  and  are  like  to 
be  the  sniiMtiisi  ^iiod  iie  of  satisfiwtion  that 
shall  be  accepted  firnn  any  that  foUow." 

That  bright  shining  light  of  this  time  Bfr 
Samuel  Rutherford,  may  very  justly  eome 
in  among  the  suiimrs,  during  this  sesskxi 
of  parliament.  To  be  sure  he  was  a  martyr 
both  in  Ilia  own  resolution,  and  in  men's 
designs  and  determination.  He  is  so  well 
known  to  the  learned  and  pious  worlds  that 
I  need  say  yery  little  of  him.  Such  who 
knew  bim  best,  were  in  a  strait  whetlier  to 
admire  him  most  for  his  sublime  genius  in 
the  school,  and  peculiar  exactness  in  matter 
of  dispute  and  controversy,  or  his  finniliar 
condescensions  in  the  pulpit,  where  he  was 
one  of  the  most  moving  and  affectionate 
preachers  in  his  time,  or  perhaps  in  any  age 
of  the  church.  He  seema  even  to  have 
outdone  himself  as  well  as  every  body  ebic, 
in  his  admirable,  and  every  way  singular 
Icttera ;  which,  though  jested  upon  by  pro- 
fane wits,  because  of  some  fiuniliar  expres- 
sions, yet  will  be  owned  of  all  who  have 
any  relish  of  piety,  to  contain  such  sublime 
flights  of  devotion,  and  to  be  fiwighted 
with  such  massy  thoughts,  as  loudly  speak 
a  soul  united  to  Jesus  Christ  in  the  closest 
embraces,  and  must  needs  at  once  ravish 
and  edify  every  seiious  reader. 

The  parliament  were  to  have  had  an  in- 
dictment Udd  before  them,  against  this  holy 
man,  if  Ids  death  had  not  prevented  it. 
After  his  book  <«Lex  Rex,"  had  been 
ordered  to  be  burnt  at  the  Cross  of  Edm- 
buigh,  and  the  gate  of  the  new  college  of 
St.  Andrews^  where  he  was  divinity  pro- 
fessor; in  their  great  humamt^  tbe^  ^«c^ 


206  THE  HISTORY  OF 

.gg.  pleBBed,  when  every  body  knew  Bfr. 
Rutherford  to  be  in  a  dying  ooo- 
dition,  to  cause  dte  him  to  appear  befiuw 
them  at  Edinburgh,  to  answer  to  a  charge 
of  high  treason.  But  he  had  a  higher  tri- 
bunal to  fq>pear  before^  where  hit  Judge  was 
his  friend.  Mr.  Rutherford  died  in  March 
this  year,  the  TCiy  day  before  the  act  re> 
scissory  was  passed  in  the  parliament.  This 
eminent  saint  and  fiiithftd  servant  of  Jesus 
Christ,  lamented,  when  near  his  end,  that 
he  was  withdd  from  bearing  witness  to  the 
work  of  refonnaUon  since  the  jrear  1638, 
and  giving  his  public  testimony  against  the 
evil  courses  of  the  present  time;  otherwise 
he  was  full  of  peace  and  joy  in  believing. 
I  have  a  copy  before  me  of  what  could  be 
gathered  up  of  his  dying  words,  and  the  ex- 
pressions this  great  man  had  during  his 
sidmess,  too  large  to  be  insert  here. 

The  reverend  Mr.  Robert  M'Vaird  de- 
serves the  next  room  in  this  section.  He 
was  nunistcr  of  the  gospel  at  Glasgow,  and 
a  person  of  great  knowledge,  leal,  learning, 
and  remarkable  ministerial  abilities.  This 
good  man,  and  fervent  aflectionate  preacher, 
in  February  diis  year,  when  the  designs  of 
the  managers  in  parliament  began  to  appear, 
and  that  nothing  less  was  resolved  upon 
than  the  overturning  the  whole  covenanted 
y/oA  of  reformation,  had  a  sermon  in  the 
Tron  church  at  Glasgow,  upon  a  week-day, 
wherein  he  gave  his  testimony  against  the 
courses  rum  entered  upon,  which  was  the 
foundation  of  a  severe  prosecution.  A  copy 
of  this  excellent  sermon  lies  before  me: 
the  text  was,  Amos  iii.  2.  "  You  only  have  i 
I  known  of  all  the  families  of  the  earth ; ' 
therefore  I  will  punish  you  for  all  your  iniqui- 
ties." He  bad  preached  upon  it  for  some  time 
upon  the  week  days, and  in  this  discourscgocs 
through  the  sins  and  iniquities  now  abound- 
ing, which  were  dra\(ing  down  the  punish- 
ment threatened  in  the  text,  in  a  most  serious, 
close,  and  pathetical  manner ;  and  after  he 
has  in  a  fluent  orator}',  of  which  he  was 
pcculiariy  a  master,  run  through  abounding 
personal  sins,  and  those  of  the  city  he 
preached  to,  he  comes  to  the  general  and 
national  sins  at  present  abounding.  8onie 
few  hints  may  not  be  unacceptable ;  he  bo- . 
gins  with  national  backsliding  from  Ood.      \ 
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^  Akis»"  aaya  he»  *raay  not  GM  expos- 
tulate with  us,  and  say,  we  are  ^'•^T'Wdti 
with  a  perpetual  barkalidii^  ardwhatin^ 
qmty  hm  you  found  io  him  ?    We  Biaki 
ouraehras  tran^nt  wi  na  by  building  the  tfaiiy 
we  lawfolly  and  laudaUj  deatrayed:  and  if 
a  word  in  sobriety  be  dropt  ifpanaC  sorii  • 
course,  one  presently  forfauks  hia  repata' 
tioDyand  passes  for  a  hotheaded  add  ta^ 
bulent  person— this  kaven  hath  \mrmai 
the  whole  lump ;  we  are  backslidden  in  aeii 
and  love — the  glory  oi'  a  b^gua  refonnatisa 
in  manners  is  eclipsed,  and  an  inundation  «l 
pro&nity  come  in— those  who  once  crie4 
*  Grace,  grace,'  to  the  buildii^  are  nov 
ciying,  'Rase,  raxe  it' — many  who  oaoi 
loved  to  walk  abroad  in  the  garment,  of  fo^ 
liness,  now  persecute  it— the  fiathlhlHip. 
vants  of  Christ  are  become  enemiea,beauBe 
they  tell  the  truth— -the  upijgbt  aeeken  ct 
God,  are  the  marks  of  great  men'a  malice— 
he  that  in  this  general  backsliiUi^  depsiti 
from  iniquity  makes  himself  a  prey;  9fid 
may  become  so  to  councils  and  synpgQgoflL 
May  it  never  be  said  of  fiuthfiil  miniattn 
and  Christians  in  Soodand,  '  We  hive  • 
law,  and  by  this  law  they  must  die  I'   Bad^ 
sliding  is  got  up  to  the  veiy  head,  ssd 
corrupis  the  fountains,  and  wickedness  goctb 
forth  already  from  some  of  the  prophett^ 
through  the  whole  land.    The  whole  iuad 
b  sick,  the  whole  heart  is  fidnt,  and  msnj 
of  his  disciples  are  like  to  go  back.    V^ 
would  our  Others,  who  laid  the  fonndstioo 
of  our  reformation,  think,  if  they  saw  oar 
state?    Would  they  not  say,  la  this  the 
church  of  Scotland  ?    How  is  thy  gold  b» 
come  dim  ?•— The  foundations  are  out  cif 
course,  the  noble  vine  is  degenerate  to  the 
plant  of  a  strange  une — Is  this  the  land 
that  joined  in  covenant  with  the  Lord  f  Are 
those  the  pastors   and  rulers  that  hoam 
themselves  so  solemnly,  and  acknowledge 
their  former  breaches  ? — How  hath  the  fid'--' 
ful  city  tunied  an  harlot !    MThat  ahall  the 
end  of  those  things  be  ?— -We  are  in  a  forlorn 
condition ;  sin  b  become  national  by  precept 
and  practice;  sins  nationally  condemned  are 
become  national  by  precept,  and  evil  b  called 
good,  and  good  evil — We  walk  willi^gl/ 
after  tiie  couiniandmcnt,  and  there  b  not  a 
^ttxl^  tio  much  as  to  oilu*  a  disscsi  " 
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After  he  htfs  enlargccl  upon  these  things, 
in  eeiititufe  eloquence,  end  a  most  moving 
imy,  he  gives  a  good  many  pertinent  direc- 
lioiH  to  mourn,  consider,  repent,  and  return, 
to  wrestle  and  prsy,  and  pour  out  their 
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they  were  expecting  Mr.  Sharp*s    .^j 
brother   with    some    new   orders, 
which  made  them  sist.    I  expect   to  be 
called  in  tOHooorrow,  the  6th.    Dear  lMt)ther. 
there  is  no  way  for  us  to  stand  upon  our 
souls  before  the  Loid ;  and  enooursges  them  |  feet  before  such  fury  and  force,  but  by  your 


to  those  from  this,  '*  that  God  will  look 
apon  those  duties,  as  their  dissent  from 
what  is  done  prejudicial  to  his  work  and 
hrtcrest,  and  mark  them  among  the  mourners 
in  Zicm.**  But  the  passage  most  noticed 
was  that,  with  which  he  closes  the  sermon, 
sfter  what  I  have  just  now  set  down.  "  As 
for  my  own  part,  as  a  poor  member  of  this 
dnvch  of  SOTtland,  and  an  unworthy  nunis- 
ter  in  it,  I  do  this  day  call  you,  who  are  the 
]wople  of  God,  to  witness,  that  I  humbly 
oflbr  my  dissent  to  all  acts  which  are  or 
rfiall  be  passed  against  the  covenants,  and 
woric  of  reformation  in  Scotland :  and  2dly, 


and  our  fiilling  upon  our  knees,  praying  with 
all  manner  of  prayer  and  supplication,  to  be 
strengthened  with  all  raig^t,  according  to 
his  glorious  power  unto  all  loqg-suiTering 
and  patience  with  joyfulness.  What  will 
be  the  issue  of  my  process,  whether  death 
or  banishment,  I  know  not;  and  he  can 
put  me  in  case  to  say,  I  care  not  Ptay 
for  iiothing  to  us  but  steadfastness.**  Mr. 
Gillespie^s  submission,  &c.,  as  I  have  already 
set  down  above.  And  then  he  tells  him, 
he  has  sent  Ai^^le  and  Mr.  Guthrie's 
speeches.  And  adds,  "  before  this  come  to 
your  hands,  my  business  will  be  at  some 


protest,  that  I  am  desnious  to  be  free  of ;  dose.  Qod  may  restrain  them,  but  I  cx- 
the  guilt  thereof,  and  pray,  that  God  may  !  pect  the  sentence  of  death.  O I  for  a 
pot  it  upon  record  in  heaven."  Thus  he  !  heart  to  give  him  this  head.  I  desire  not 
ends  Kiis  sermon,  as  my  copyf  taken  from  •  this  to  be  much  noised  till  you  hear  further, 


his  mouth  bears. 

The  noise  of  this  sennon  quickly  flew 
abroad,  and  Mr.  M'Vaird  was  brought  in  to 
Edinborgh  under  a  guard,  and  imprisoned : 
very  soon  he  had  an  indictment  given  him 
by  the  king's  advocate^  for  sedition  and 
treasonable  preaching.  I  have  not  seen  the 
copy  of  it,  but  we  may  easily  guess  its 
nature  from  what  I  have  extracted  from  the 
■ermon ;  and  Sir  John  Fletcher  could  easily 
tourish  his  pen  on  such  a  subject.  He  was 
allowed  lawyers,  and  his  process  was  pretty 
long  and  tedious.  I  know  no  further  of  it, 
than  by  his  own  papere  following,  and  the 
original  letter  above  cited,  to  Mr.  Wylie, 
Jane  6ih. 

"Where  he  says,  *  I  know  you  have  heard 
of  the  sad,  and  yet,  in  many  respects,  sweet 
and  comfortable  news  of  steadfast  and  fiuth- 
fni  BIr.  Guthrie's  death,  Saturday  last 
Upon  Thursday  I  was  called  in  before  the 
pvfiament,  and  expected  to  have  acoom- 
panied  him,  but  the  president,  my  loid 
Crawford,  shifted  it  off  that  day.  I  was 
sent  back  again  to  prison,  to  be  in  a  readi- 
ness against  the  next  diet.  That  night  they 
adjourned  to  this  Tuesday,  when  1  expected 
to  he  called,  but  was  not.    It  is  thought 


lest  my  friends  hear  of  it ;  only  pray  for 
strength  to  us  to  endure  to  the  end.  Time 
will  permit  me  to  say  no  further,  save  that 
lam, 

"  Your  unworthy  brother  in  bonds, 

"  R.  M." 
Accordingly,  June  6th,  he  was  brought 
before  the  parliament,  where  he  hod  a  very 
public  opportunity  to  give  a  proof  of  his 
eminent  parts  and  solid  judgment.  His 
charming  eloquence  was  owned  e^'en  by  his 
adversaries,  and  he  defended,  by  scripture 
and  reason,  his  expressions  in  his  sermon. 
I  have  no  more  of  this  great  man's  case 
than  his  speech  at  the  bar  of  the  house ; 
and  therefore  I  insert  it  here. 

Mr.  Robert  M^Vmrd,  Minister  of  the  Eat/- 
quarter  in  Criatgow,  hit  Speech  before  t/w 
Parliament^  Thursday,  June  6th, 

**  My  Lord  President, 
**  Since  it  is  penratted,  that  I  may  spcnk 
before  my  lord  commissioner  his  grace,  and 
this  honourable  court  of  parliament,  I  must 
in  the  entry  confess,  that  I  am  neither  so 
far  below  nor  above  all  passion  and  i)cr- 
turbation  of  mind,  as  not  to  be  somewhat 
troubled,  yea  sensibly  touched,  to  sec  and 
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fed  myself  thujt  Knded  wiih  the  said,  either  for  tear  of  prejudice  sad  hurt, 
crime,  and  lashed  with  the  reproach  ,  or  hope  of  favour  and  gain ;  knowing  thu 
of  a  traitorous  and  seditious  person :  but  it  is  a  very  coM  and  vanishing  advant^ 
with  all  I  must  say  this  also,  that  nil  coiV'  which  is  the  price  o£,  and  purchased  with 


Metre  MtUj  nulla  paUetcere  atlpa^  doth  ex- 
ceedingly sweeten  the  bitterness  of  this  lot, 
and  mitigate  the  asperity  of  my  present 
trouble.  It  is  to  mc  muna  ahenevt  indeed, 
a  brazen  wall  and  bulwark  against  the  storm, 
tempest,  and  impetuosity  of  calumny  and 
reproach,  that  herein,  according  to  my  weak 
measure,  I  hare  endeavoured  to  exercise 
myself,  to  have  and  keep  a  conscience  void 
of  offence,  as  to  that  particular  guilt,  where- 
with I  am  charged  in  my  indictment :  this, 
I  say,  is  sufficient  to  make  me  digest  those 
hard  and  heavy  things,  without  gric\'ing  or 
grudging,  and  to  guard  mc  against  an  un- 
profitable overplus  of  cutting  and  disquiet- 


the  loss  of  a  man's  peace  with  God  aad 
himself;  nay,  what  gain  can  be  in  snch  • 
case,  when  the  gainer  himself  ia  lost  ? 

"  The  consideration  hereof  moved  me, 
when  challenged  for  some  alleged  notes  vi 
a  sermon,  readily  to  condescend  iipo%  sod 
without  reluctancy  to  give  in,  liar  inibrDMi- 
tion  in  point  of  fiict,  all  these  passages  in 
that  sermon  which  were  hinted  at,  but  mis- 
represented by  the  infbnnar ;  which  paper 
I  did  and  do  own,  according  to  which  I  wia 
and  am  willing  to  be  judged.  If  it  had 
been  a  matter  of  mere  humour  or  indiHer- 
ence,  I  would,  in  order  to  the  satisfiKtioa 
of  any  who  might  have  offended  at  whit 


ing  anxiety,  even  when  I  am  so  odiously  .  was  said,  much  more  in  order  to  the  nti»- 
represented  to  the  world ;  so  that  my  cne-  I  faction  of  my  superiors,  whom  I  honour 
mies  are  not  those  of  mine  owti  house,  be- '  and  obey  in  the  Lord,  without  any  hesit»> 


cause  not  within  mc." 

•*  And  now,  my  lord,  I  hope  I  may,  \vith- 
out  vanity  or  offence,  say,  what  in  part  is 
known  to  be  no  fiction  or  falsehood,  that 
my  carriage,  since  my  first  appearance  be- 


tion,  have  relinquished  and  retracted  it, 
though  in  so  doing  I  had  crossed  my  own 
inclination,  judging  it  below  a  man  and  a 
Christian  to  adhere  to  those  things  peeviihW 
and  petulantly,  which  he  may  let  go  widwut 


fore  my  lord  commissioner  his  grace,  and  '  shipwreck  of  a  good  conscience;  much  mure 
the  honourable  parliament,  (whatever  else  '  unworthy  of  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  who 
was  wanting  in  it,  which  were  to  be  wished,  should  not  liave  an  humour  of  his  owi^ 
as  much  was,  I  grant,  and  yet  is)  hath,  to  ,  being  obliged  to  become  all  things  to  all 
connction,  spoke  forth  so  much  ingenuity  \  men,  in  order  to  the  gaining  and  eugaging 
and  candour,  as  I  may  some  way  suppose    them  to  be  Christians. 


myself  above  the  just  suspicion  of  having 
chosen  the  tongue  of  the  crafty,  or  used 
deceit  or  dissimulation  in  any  thing  about 
which  I  was  questioned ;  since  I  liave,  with 
so  much  simplicity,  and  in  so  much  single- 
ness of  heart,  declared,  either  without  alter- 
ation or  addition,  what  I  spoke,  notwith- 
standing I  easily  foresaw  how  I  might,  and 
probably  would  be  supposed  by  many  to 
have  lost,  at  least  laid  aside  the  greatest 
imrt  of  my  little  reason,  while  I  plahily 
spoke  my  knowledge  and  conscience :  but, 
my  lord,  it  neither  was  nor  is  my  desire  to 
covet  or  court  the  reputation  of  wise  and 
prudent,  especially  of  being  wise  above  wliat 
is  written.  I  am  satisfied  to  be  looked 
upon  as  an  ingenuous  man,  who  dare  not 
venture  to  unsay  or  gainsay  what,  with  some 


**  But,  my  lord,  I  cannot,  I  dare  not  dis- 
semble, that  having  spoken  nothing  in  thou^ 
but  what  I  hope  will  be  the  truth  of  God, 
when  brought  to  the  touclistone,  and  such 
a  truth,  as  without  being  guilty  of  lese- 
majesty  against  God,  I  durst  not  conceal 
wliilc  I  spoke  to  the  text.     I  conceive  mv- 
sclf  obliged  to  own  and  adhere  to  it ;  and 
being  persuaded  also  as  to  what  was  said  ia 
kypothcsi,  I  was  so  far  from  doing  or  de- 
signing what  is  charged  upon  me  in  die  ia- 
dictnicnt,  that  it  was  the  highest  part  ^ 
loyalty  toward  my  prince,  tlic  greatest  note 
of  respect  I  could  put  upon  my  superiors, 
tlie  most  real  and  unquestionable  c%ideui*c 
of  a  true  and  tender  affection  to  my  country- 
men, and  tlie  congregation  over  whom  the 
Holy  Ghost   niiule  mc,  though   most  un- 


deamess  and  coniiction  of  truth,  I  have 'worthy    an   overseer    to    give    seasonable 
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lii^of  the' facBvy  jad^ent  which  the 
^-SeodaDd'shadaAidhig  will  bring  on, 

wo  we  majf  be  instracted  at  length  to 
ch  and  try  our  ways,  and  turn  to  the 
J^  lest  his  soul  be  mpanted  ftom  us, 
wo  %nll  be  to  ns  if  our  glory  depart, 
man  will  or  ought  to  doubt,  whether  it 
minhrter's  duty  to  preach  this  doctrine  in 
0H,  and  out  of  season,  which  is  yet  never 
aaouflble,  and  to  avow,  *  that  the  back- 
ir  m  heart  shall  be  filled  with  his  own 
i^  sndj '  if  any  man  dmw  back,  his  soul 
i  have  no  pleasure  in  him  :*  and  if  so, 
t  evil  have  I  done,  or  whose  enemy  am 
itiome  lor  telling  die  truth  ? 

This,  my  lord,  being  the  sum  of  what  I 
{»  and  the  scope  of  my  discourse,  as 
» of  the  paper  I  gave  in  to  his  grace,  and 
honourable  lords  of  articles,  and  which, 
ether  with  my  defences  which  I  have  re- 
duced, I  cannot  disown  or  retract,  with- 

making  myself  a  transgressor,  by  de- 
lying  what  I  have  builded,  and  building 
It  I  have  destroyed,  and  so  bring  on 
lelf  the  guilt  and  punishment  of  unfaith- 
wm  to  my  God,  my  prince,  to  the  high 
I  konoureble  court  of  parliament,  to  the 
Die  nation,  and  souls  committed  to  my 
ffBi^t;  which  I  hope  Qod  will  not  suffer 

to  do,  and  whereof  I  desre  to  be  free 
lie  day  when  I  must  give  an  account  of 

stewardship.  But,  my  lord,  if  these 
1^  should  seem  hard,  or  sound  harsh  to 
f  at  first  hearing,  which  I  shall  not  sup- 
it,  then,  bemdes  the  tranquillity  and  calm 
mine  own  conscience  for  the  present, 
ich  is  the  very  rest  of  the  soul  in  motion, 
I  afiimis  a  strict  inward  peace  and  sere- 
^  of  mind,  in  the  deepest  distress,  and 
■test  extremity  of  outward  trouble;  be- 
es this,  1  say,  my  lord,  I  want  not  a 
ifiMience^  (at  least  a  rational  ground  for 
that  I  shall  find  more  favour  afterward 
li  of  God  and  men,  than  if  I  had  flattered 
fa  my  lips,  and,  by  daubing  with  untem- 
td  mortar,  had  essayed  to  heal  the  wound 
dna  nation  slightly. 

'  This  is  ail,  my  lord,  I  intend  by  way  of 
dogy :  and  as  to  the  indictment  itself,  I 
pe  it  shall  be  found,  when  things  are 
ighed  in  an  even  balance,  that  my  advo 
have  so  abundantly,  to  the  conviction 
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of  all,  both  in  law  and  reason,  d^ 
monstrated  the  irrdevancy  in  tho 
whole,  and  each  article  thereof,  that  it  wodd 
be  judged  a  needless  undertaking  and  a 
superfluous  waste  of  words,  to  ofier  any 
addition  to  what^  with  so  much  evidence 
and  strength  of  reason,  is  by  them  addoced 
to  invalidate  the  same;  only  I  judge  it  in- 
cumbent and  necessary  £or  me,  as  a  minister 
of  the  gospel,  to  offer  a  word  for  expli- 
cation and  vindication,  (not  of  the  whole^ 
for  that  were  needless)  but  of  what  I  have 
said,  and  do  own  in  the  6th  article,  (which 
yet  I  do  not  own  as  it  is  libelled)  because  I 
hear  this  is  most  struck  upon,  and  stumbled 
at,  and  may  possibly  be  most  liable  to  mis- 
take and  misconstruction:  therefor^  in 
order  to  the  removing  of  any  thing  that 
may  seem  to  stumble,  or  give  ofibnce  in  my 
practice,  as  either  rash  and  irrational,  or 
rid^pulous  and  unwarrantable,  I  humbly  de* 
sire  it  may  be  considered. 

"  That  a  ministerial  protestation  against, 
or  a  dissent  from  any  acts  or  act  which  a 
minister  knows,  and  is  convinced  to  be  con- 
trary to  the  word  of  God,  is  not  a  legal 
impugnation  of  that  or  those  acts,  much  less 
of  the  authority  enacting  them,  which  it 
doth  rather  presuppose  than  deny  or  im- 
pugn ;  but  it  is  a  solemn  and  serious  attested 
declaration  or  witness  and  testimony  against 
the  evil  and  iniquity  of  these  things,  which, 
by  the  word  of  God,  is  a  warrantable  prac- 
tice; and  here  and  at  this  time  a  necessary 
duty :  and  for  which  way  of  protesting^  or 
testifying,  or  witnessing,  a  minister  hath  the 
prophets  a  pattern  for  his  imitation ;  as  is 
clear,  1  Sam.  viii.  9.  **  Howbeit,  yet  protest 
solenmly  unto  them,  and  show  them  the 
manner  of  the  king  that  shall  reign  over 
them.    Where  the  Lord,  to  signify  his  great 
resentment  and  dislike  at  the  peoplc*s  course 
and  carriage  towards  him,  commands  the 
prophet  in  his  name  to  protest  against  their 
procedure ;  '  Howbdt,  yet  protest  solemnly 
onto  them,'  (saith  he)  or,  as  the  words  are 
rendered  on  the  maigin  of  our  Bible,  and 
spoke  to  by  interpreters,  '  notwithstanding, 
when  thou  hast  solemnly  protested  against 
them,'  &c    Which  reading  seems  best  to 
agite  both  with  the  scope,  and  what  is  said 
ver.  19.    It  is  c\cm  «^«o^^ex.  ta.  n,  ^^^x 
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no 


.  the  Lord  sums  up  all  his  Berkms 
exhortations  to  obey  his  voice,  and 
all  his  sharp  expostulations  for  not  obeying 
his  voice,  and  keeping  his  covenant,  in  this 
ver>'  term  *  of  protesting  earnestly :'  *  for  I 
earnestly  protested  unto  your  iathen,  in 
the  day,'  &c. '  rismg  up  early,  and  protesting, 
saving,  obey  my  voice.'  So  that  my  pro- 
testation, testimony,  and  dissent  not  being 
without  a  precedent  practice  in  the  pro- 
phets, and  so  not  without  divine  precept, 
cannot  be  called,  nor  ought  to  be  accounted 
a  contravention  of  the  acts  libelled  in  the 
indictment;  neither  can  I  for  this  come 
under  the 'lash  of  the  law,  unless  it  be  said 
and  asserted,  which  I  know  will  be  denied 
with  abhorrency  and  detestation,  that  these 
acts  do  discharge,  under  pain  of  treason, 
what  God  the  supreme  Lawgiver  commands 
his  servants  to  do  under  pain  of  his  dis- 
f>Ica8ure,  as  they  would  not,  by  their  un- 
faithful sDence,  lose  their  own,  and  betray 
the  souls  of  others.  So  that  take  the  word 
'  protesting*  in  the  scripture  sense,  for  solemn 
declaring  and  witnessing  against  sin,  and  ihi 
duty,  in  which  sense  alone  I  take  it,  it  will 
not  be  liable  to  any  just  exception,  nor  is 
it  quarrellable,  there  being  nothing  more 
frequent  in  the  word,  than  such  protesting, 
declaring,  and  witnessing  against  sin,  and 
for  duty." 

*'  And  it  is  observable  to  this  purpose, 
that  the  word  in  the  original,  which  is 
rendered  '  testify  against,'  Deut.  viii.  19. 
and  xxxi.  22.  2  Kings  xvii.  13.  2  Chron. 
xxiv.  19.  Nehem.  xiii.  16—21.  Psalms  I. 
7.  and  elsewhere,  is  the  same  word  which 
Jeremiah  xL  7.  is  rendered  to  '  protest,' 
and  'protest  earnestly,'  and  it  is  so  ren- 
dered often  in  the  old  translation:  Junius 
and  Tremellius  expound  it '  contestor.'  And 
be&ides,  I  hope  it  will  not  a  little  contribute 
to  remove  what  matter  of  offence  is  taken 
at  the  manner  of  my  testimony,  because  in 
the  term  of  '  dissenting*  and  '  protesting,' 
if  it  be  considered  that  all  the  reformed 
churches  of  Christ  this  day  have  thdr  de- 
nomination and  distinction  from  the  church 
of  Rome,  from  a  solemn  public  protestation 
against  the  decree  which  was  made  by 
Charles  V.,  and  the  estates  of  the  empire, 
at  [Spires  in  Oermany],  anno  [1529],  in  pre-  \ 
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judice  to  rdigioii  and  rdomMtson,  ihoo^  I 


do  not  plead  a  pefiiect  parallel  betwixt  tUi 
and  thitt.  .    ^ 

**  As  to  the  matter  of  my  ptoteatatiao, 
I  hope  it  will  be  found  no  leoa  justifiatle 
than  the  manner,  which,  I  humbly  conceire, 
the  word  of  God  doth  put  beyond  excep- 
tion.   I  do  not  prenime  to  play  the  jwrk' 
eomtuiif  nor  do  I  pretend  to  any  knowledge 
in  the  formalities  and   subtiltieB  of  hlr, 
neither  am  I  holden  to  know  them ;  ncitlier 
is  it  a  secret  to  any  oeen  in  the  nranic^ 
law  of  the  nation,  how  that  nothing  is,  cr 
ought  to  be  accounted  for  treason,  whidi 
is  not  a  formal,  direct,  and  downright  con- 
travention of  some  act  of  parliament  nnde 
thereanent,  with  this  express  certificalioo, 
*that  the  contravention  thereof  shall  be 
treason.'    But  there  is  nothing  spoken  of 
by  me  in  the  0th  article,  which  is  a  direct 
contravention  of  any  such  act,  there  being  no 
act  of  parliament  which  saith,  either  reeie  or 
oi^quo^  (directly  or  indirectly)  that  it  shsll 
be  treason  in  a  minister  to  protest,  that  ii^ 
in  the  scripture  sense  already  given,  to  tes- 
tify, declare,  and  witness  against  such  ads 
as  are  contrary  to  the  covenant,  and  pl^ 
judicial  to  the  work  of  reformation:  therdbre 
I  humbly  conceive  it  cannot  be  said,  that  I 
fall  under  the  compass  of  any  such  acts,  oor 
am  I  punishable  by  them,  cum  iron  eniunuB$ 
sunt  accidentia,  non  catuw  nuUtu  affectns, 

**  But,  my  lord,  besides,  my  practice  seems 
neither    contrary   to   reason   nor  rel^ion, 
and  consonant  to  both,  it  being  commonly 
taken  as  a  principle,  rath^  than  tossed  si 
a  problem,  that  where  there  is  a  jta  ^aues^ 
turn  domino,  it  is  competent,  incumbent,  and 
necessary  for  the  serv-ant  and  ambassador 
in  the  behalf  and  interest  of  his  Lord  and 
Master,  to  dissent  from,  and  protest  against 
all  acts  nwde  to  the  prejudice  of  that  right : 
but  so  it  is,  and  there  was  a  right  acquired 
to  the  Lord  my  Master,  whose  servant  and 
ambassador  I  am,  though  most  unworthy, 
to  wit,  the  confirmation  civil  of  those  cove- 
nants and  vows  made  to  and  with  him,  for 
reformation  in  this  church,  according  to 
his  will    revealed  in   his  word,  and   the 
obligation   ci\'il  of  the  lieges  thereunto  bj 
the  interposition  of  civil  authority ;  thcre> 
{oie  V.  Vivowbl^  conceive,  that  as  a  rigbt 
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iniioly  wt  JoHl  ought  not  to  be  taken  away  ,  shaken  off  at  pleamre :  the  matter, 


I  prqudice  of  a  thiitl  party,  90  fiuc  lesi  in 
ni^  oonceming  the  Lord  and  his  interests, 
ID  public  fidth  of  the  kingdom  being  en- 
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I  say,  is  not  indifiereot,  but  neces- 
sary, and  so  hath  an  objective  obligation  in  it, 
and  did  moially  oblige  anteoedaneously  to  ail 


^ged  to  God  to  promote  and  secure  that :  '  oaths  taken,  and  acts  made  thereanent,  and 


>  that  in  this  ease,  for  me  to  have  pro- 
ated  for  my  Master's  interests,  to  whom 
lere  was  a  dvil  right  made,  and  to  dissent 
om  all  acts  prejudicial  to  die  same,  will, 


unalterably  also :  I  cannot  conceive  it,  I 
say,  my  lord,  when  I  think  upon  the  matter 
thus,  that  in  reflection,  wh^er  I  consider 
myself  as  a  Christian,  who,  when  swearing 


hope,  be  thought  to  be  the  duty  of  the  j  to  his  own  hurt,  ought  not  to  change^  or 


■B  who  desires  to  approve  himself  to 
lod,  and  who  expects  in  the  day  of  his 
eeounta,  the  approbation  of  'well  done^ 
ood  and  fiuthful  servant.' 

"  These,  my  lord,  with  many  other  ob- 
ious  and  weighty  reasons,  did  at  first  pr&* 
onderate  with  me,  and  presented  them- 
dves  with  such  evidence  and  conviction 
r  truth  and  duty,  that  they  were  in  my 
«ak  judgment  sufficient  enough  to  per- 
Mde  and  press  me  to  give  this  testimony 
jaiiiBt  whatsomever  is  prejudicial  to  the 
jvenant  and  work  of  reformation:  and 
loae,  I  hope,  when  weighed  in  the  balance 
f  the  sanctuary,  whidi  is  absolutely  the 
renest  one,  or  in  the  scales  of  rectified 
sason,  will  still  be  found  to  have  so  much 
•eight  in  them,  as  to  acquit  me  of  any 
uit,  and  warranting  adherence  to  what 
have  done. 

^  Neither  can  I  conceal  this,  my  lord, 
rhtch  is  the  priinum  and  prindpaie  movau, 
Mt  when  I  reflect  upon,  and  remember 
'hat  I  have  said  and  sworn  to  Ciod,  in  the 
%j  when,  with  an  uplifted  hand  to  the 
loat  liigh,  I  bound  my  soul  with  the  bond 
f  the  covenant,  and  engaged  solemnly  as 

should  answer  to  the  great  God  the 
MTcher  of  hearts,  in  that  day  when  the 
Mxcta  of  all  hearts  shall  be  disclosed,  never 
>  bmk  these  bonds,  nor  cast  away  these 
Duda  firom  me,  nor  aufier  myself  directly 
or  hkfirectly,  neither  by  terror  nor  per- 
I,  to  be  withdmwn  fixim  owning  the 


And  when  withal  I  have  some  clear- 
in  my  conscience,  that  the  mutter  of 
]#  covenant  is  not  indifferent,  which  if  it 
rece^  yet  in  regard  of  the  oath  and  vows  of 
lod  which  are  upon  me,  it  is  no  more 
idiflerent  to  nie,  but  puts  a  subjective 
bligation  upon  me,  never  to  be  shifted  or 


in  the  capacity  of  a  minister  of  the  goepd, 
and  watchman,  whose  office  it  is  to  give 
warning  of  sins  and  snares,  in  order  to  the 
preventing  of  WTath  that  follows  upon  a 
resolved  and  delibend^  vioUtion  of  the 
sacred  bonds  and  engagements  to  God,  or 
silence  at  the  matter,  in  others,  when  called 
to  declare,  testify,  and  bear  witness  against 
it,  and  banishment  firom  the  presence  of  the 
Lord,  and  the  glory  of  his  power,  do  never 
present  themselves  apart  to  my  judgment ; 
that  ever  holding  true,  'he  will  not  hold 
him  guiltless,'  (however  men  may  plead 
innocent,  and  palliate  the  matter)  'who 
takes  his  name  in  vain  ;*  nay,  he  holds  him 
for  his  enemy,  and  will  handle  him  so :  and 
therefore  I  humbly  conceive  it  ou^t  not  to 
stumble,  and  I  hope  it  will  not  seem  strange 
to  any,  that  I  cannot  make  light  of  so 
wei|j^ty  a  matter  as  a  covenant  made  with 
God,  for  reformation  in  his  church,  accord- 
ing to  his  will  revealed  in  his  word,  and 
righteousness  in  the  land,  so  long  as  I  be- 
lieve the  obligation  to  be  permanent  and 
perpetual,  because  of  divine  imposition: 
nay,  ^idien  I  lay  all  temporal  disadvantages, 
which  can  only  aflect  the  outward  man, 
that  may  be  supposed  to  wait  upon  the 
keeping  of  that  covenant,  and  witnessing  for 
it,  in  the  balance  with  the  hasard  of  in- 
curring present  misery,  and  foture  destruc- 
tion by  breaking  thereof,  (if  it  bo  persisted 
in)  the  loss  appears  gain,  and  the  one  is 
downweight  by  so  for,  that  it  seems  suf- 
ficient to  anticipate  all  deliberation  and 
consultation,  as  to  what  is  to  be  done 
in  my  case,  seeing  there  needs  but  small 
deliberation  where  there  is  no  choice.  My 
lord,  if  the  cogency  of  that  obligation  on 
my  conscience  had  not  been  such  as  it  is, 
and  if  matters  had  not  stood  thus  with  tat\ 
I  have  not  60  gjceat  a  ^oisxk,  tA  ^V'euJk  tis.  vsi\«( 
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hand  upon  my  mouth  at  that  time 

when  I  spoke,  and  at  this  time  aiso»  and 

carried  as  one  not  concerned  in  the  present 

AflTairs. 

"  I  have,  my  lord,  only  a  desire  or  two 
to  add  to  what  I  have  said,  and  ao  shall 
shut  up  all  I  intend  further  to  say  at  pre> 
sent.  And,  first,  I  humbly  beseech  my  lord 
commissioner  his  grace,  and  this  honourable 
and  high  court  of  parliament,  that  I  may 
not  be  looked  upon  as  a  disloyal  person, 
either  as  to  my  principles  or  practice:  I 
shall  without  debate  both  give  and  grant, 
that  I  was  never  in  case  to  do  his  majesty 
any  service  which  deserves  to  be  publicly 
mentioned;  nor  could  I  have  showed  my- 
self so  void  of  discretion,  as  to  have  spoken 
any  thing  to  that  purpose  at  this  time,  if, 
bdng  charged  with  disloyalty  and  treason, 
the  credit  of  my  ministry  had  not  imposed 
the  necessity,  and  extorted  it  from  me ;  so 
that  I  ought,  and  do  mention  it  rather  for 
the  vindication  of  my  function,  than  for 
preventing  and  removing  prejudice  against 
my  person.  And  therefore  I  humbly  crave 
liberty  to  say,  that  though  I  have  not  been 
in  case  to  make  my  loyalty  remarkable  by 
any  signal  or  singular  action,  yet  I  have 
sufficient  matter  to  clear  me  of  disloyalty ; 
and  if  pure  negatives  will  not  prove  it, 
never  having  acted,  or  consented  to  act  any 
thing  prejudicial  to  his  majesty,  I  hope  it  will 
be  sufficient  in  a  minister  of  the  gospel  to 
bring  his  loyalty  to  the  quality  and  con- 
sistency of  a  positive.  If  in  his  station  he 
preached  against  those  who  usuq)ed  his 
majesty's  right,  and  prayed,  they  themselves 
l)eing  present,  that  God  would  give  us  go- 
vernors of  our  own :  if  this,  I  say,  be  suffi- 
cient, either  to  prove  a  minister  loyal,  or  to 
clear  him  of  the  stain  and  imputation  of  dis- 
lo>'alty ;  then  I  want  not  a  cloud  of  witnesses 
who  can  testify  my  integrity  in  this  matter. 
And  I  hope,  through  the  grace  of  God,  never 
to  be  tempted,  or  if  tempted,  never  to  yield  to 
such  a  temptation,  whatever  measure  I  meet 
with  to  repent  or  regret  that  I  desired  this 
as  a  mercy  of  the  Lord,  to  these  much 
tossed  and  long  troubled  kingdoms,  'that 
he  would  overturn,  overturn,  overturn,  till 
he  come  whose  right  it  was;'  and  that  I 
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rejoiced  in  the  day  when  be  bvoke  the  yoke 
of  the  oppreaaoriy  who  kopCua  oqidve  incur 
own  land,  and  made  the  foot  of  pride  who 
came  i^gaioat  us,  to  slip.  Now,  my  kcd, 
my  conscience  m  ao  deary  tfant  there  was 
neither  iniquity  in  my  heart,  nor  wk^ednea 
in  my  hands  i^gainst  his  majesty,  that  I  haie 
confidence  to  wish,  that  the  issue  and  de* 
cision  of  my  business  were  put  upon  thii^ 
whether  the  informer'a  carriage,  (be  who  be 
will,  in  the  [dace  where  I  li^'e)  or  mine^ 
during  the  prevalency  and  uaurpation  of  the 
enemy,  hath  had  most  loyalty  in  it  ?  But 
I  do  not  suspect  him  to  be  of  so  little 
prudence,  as  to  irish  to  come  to  this  red- 
oning. 

"  The  next  and  last  desire  which  I  hive 
at  present  humbly  to  propose  to  my  lord 
commissioner  his  grace,  and  the  hig^  and 
honourable  court  of  pariiament,  before  whoa 
I  now  stand  to  be  judged,  and  from  whom 
I  am  holden  to  expect  all  equity  and  justice^ 
is,  since  your  grace  and  honours  have  beard 
my  indictment  and  defences,  and  are  to  pnh 
cced  towards  a  sentence,  that  there  may  be 
some  caution  and  tenderness  as  to  what 
shall  be  determined  in  this  matter :  nav,  I 
am  obliged  to  hope  and  expect,  that  hit 
grace  and  the  honourable  parliament,  ove^ 
looking  the  despicableness  and  worthlessnesi 
of  the  person  to  be  judged,  who  is  really 
below  the  indignation  of  any  whom  €kxi 
hath  set  so  high,  will  carry  so  in  reference 
to  this   cause  and  conclusion,  as  it  may 
appear,  that  he  who  is  higher  than  the  high- 
est, who  regardeth,  and  will  bring  all  causes 
and  sentences  under  a  final  recognitioi^  if 
regarded  and  eyed  as  standing  among  the 
gods  in  this  decision.    But  as  for  me,  my 
lord,  while  I  wait  for  the  coming  forth  of 
my  sentence  from  hb  presence,  whose  eyei 
behold  the  things  that  arc  equal ;  I  declare, 
that  however  I  cannot  submit  my  conscience 
to  men,  yet  I  humbly,  and  as  becometh, 
submit  my  person.    Behold,  I  am  in  your 
hands,  do  to  me  whatsoever  seemeth  good 
in  your  eyes. 

IVIr.  ]Vr  Vaird's  former  speech  and  defence^ 
he  here  refers  to,  I  have  not  seen;  but  firoo 
this,  and  the  strong  and  pathetical  reason- 
ings in  it,  we  may  have  a  tolerable  view  of 
\Vns  case;  axvd  though  it  had  not  the  inilu. 


lAP.  II.] 

X  nught  hare  been  expected,  yet  it  had 
ne,  and  the  honie  delayed  coming  to  an 
ae  at  this  time.  He  indeed  expected  a 
itence  of  death,  which  no  way  damped 
o;  but  his  Matter  had  more  and  very  con- 
lerable  work  for  him  elsewhere.  Whether 
was  from  orders  from  court  to  riied  no 
ire  blood,  or  what  was  the  reason,  I  know 
t,  but  his  ai&ir  was  deUiyed  some  time; 
d  npon  some  encouragement  given  him  of 
coess,  upon  Monday  thereafter,  he  gave 
the  following  supplication. 

>  my  Lord  Committiontr  hit  grace,  and  the 
komourable  and  high  court  of  Parliament, 
the  humble  sujfplicalion  of  Mr.  Robert 
APFaird,  minister  of  the  gospel. 

*  Sheweth, 
**  That  whereas  your  gnice,and  honourable 
tates  of  parliament,  out  of  much  clemency 
d  tenderness  towards  me,  have  sisted  your 
Medure  as  to  final  determination,  and 
ttxMiie  to  draw  forth  a  censure,  or  pro- 
innce  a  sentence  against  me,  (which  iavour 
dope  shall  not  be  forgotten  so  long  as  I 
n  remember  any  thing,  and  whereof  I 
lolve  I  shall  not  cease  to  be  sensible) 
itil  my  mind  should  be  further  and  more 
Uy  known,  in  reference  to  some  particu- 
rs  in  my  process;  I  conceive  myself  obliged 
It  only  in  order  to  my  own  preservation, 
it  to  his  grace  and  your  lordships'  satisfac- 
m,  to  declare  positively  and  plainly  my 
ind  in  these  things,  which  my  want  of 
xterity  in  expressing  myself,  hath  made 
ore  dark,  or  liable  to  mistake  or  miscon- 
ruction. 

"  And  whereas  I  myself  have  potieived, 
td  am  further  informed  by  others,  that 
e  wMn  and  principal,  if  not  the  very  thing 
my  indictment,  and  all  along  my  defences, 
d  throughout  my  discourse,  which  hath 
en  ofiended  at,  is,  my  making  nse  of  the 
irda,  'protest'  and  'dissent,'  as  if  I  had 
tended  thereby  a  legal  impugnation  of  the 
ts  or  authority  of  pariiament ;  wherein, 
ough  I  did,  in  my  last  discourse,  in  so- 
iety,  and  according  to  my  measure,  cn- 
svour  at  some  length  to  clear  my  meaning, 
lerting  that  I  did  intend  a  mere  ministerial 
itimony,  against  what  I  conceived  to  be 
i;  yet  that  it  may  appear  that  I  desire  wot  to 
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contend  about  words  and  formali- 
ties, since  the  words  '  protest'  and 
'  dissent'  are  forensic,  and  for  the  most  part 
made  use  of  as  legal  salvos  and  imptq;nations, 
(however  the  word  '  protest'  be  used  several 
times  in  scripture  by  the  prophets,  as  a  min- 
isterial testimony  and  solemn  dedaration 
against  sin,  as  I  have  already  hinted  and  held 
forth  in  some  particular  instances)  I  am  satis- 
fied to  change  and  pass  from  the  expressions 
of  *  protesting^  and  *  dissenting,'  and  only  to 
use  those  of  '  testifying*  solemn  *  declaring,' 
and  '  bearing  witness,'  by  whidi  I  still  hold 
the  matter  of  my  testimony,  the  great  and 
only  thing  first  and  last  intended  by  mc, 
from  which  to  pass,  now  especially  when 
the  hazard  is  great,  I  assure  myself,  your 
grace  and  lordships  would  not  only  not 
allow  me,  but  would  count  me,  in  doing  so, 
void  of  a  principle,  and  unfidthful. 

^  I  beg  leave  therefore  in  all  hmmlity  to 
signify  to  your  grace,  and  this  honourable 
and  high  court,  that  I  am  brought  to  offer 
this  alteration,  not  so  much,  if  my  heart 
deceive  me  not,  for  the  fear  of  prejudice  to 
my  person,  (though  being  but  a  weak  man, 
I  am  easily  reached  by  such  discomposing 
passions)  as  from  an  earnest  desire  to  re- 
move out  of  the  way  any  the  least  or 
remotest  occasion  of  stumbling,  that  there 
may  be  the  more  ready  and  easy  access, 
without  prejudice  of  words,  to  ponder  and 
give  judgment  of  the  matter ;  and  that  like- 
wise, if  the  Lord  shall  think  fit  to  call  mc 
forth  to  suffer  hard  things  on  this  account; 
it  may  not  be  said  or  thought  by  any,  that 
it  was  for  wilful  and  peremptory  sticking  to 
such  expressions,  whereas  I  might,  by  using 
others,  without  prejudice  to  the  matter,  and 
no  less  significant,  have  escaped  the  danger ; 
and  lest  withal  I  should  seem  to  insinuate, 
which  is  far  from  my  thoughts,  and  would 
be  a  rash  judgment,  and  harsh  censuring  of 
others,  that  a  minister  of  the  gospel  could 
not  have  sufficiently  cxonered  his  own  con- 
science as  to  that  matter,  without  such 
formal  and  legal  terms  and  expressions. 

**  I  shall  presume  to  add,  that  if  your 
grace  and  the  honourable  court  of  parlia- 
ment shall  be  graciously  pleased  to  show 
me  favour,  then,  as  I  have  designed  and 
desired  to  carry  VnlYicxto  «a  ^  \o^^  fx^^Y^x.,, 
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Ig^ .  alMtaining  from  all  things  that  might  vindication  acoounU  for  the  hanSriimmt  nf 
look  like  a  shadow  of  reflection  '.  Mr.  M*Vaird  and  BIr.  Simpaon;  if  thry 
upon  his  majesty's  person  or  govemmenty  ■  cannot,  I  hope  this  will  be  another  instance 
fo  I  still  purpose  through  grace  to  continue,  of  its  lameness,  and  an  argument  of  its 
as  knowing,  that  giving  to  God  the  things  falseness  too :  for,  if  to  be  banished  from 
that  arc  God*s,  and  to  Cesar  the  things  that  one's  country,  for  dissenting  from  acts 
arc  Cesar's,  and  the  fearing  of  God,  and  against  the  covenanted  work  of  refonnatioo, 
honouring  the  king,  are  inseparably  joined  was  not  suffini^  upon  principle  and  pene- 
of  the  Lord  together.    And  however,  I  do    cution  for  conscience*  sake^  pray  what  caa 

be  such  ?  If  exhorting  people  to  mourn  for 
the  defection  of  the  hmd,  be  rebellion,  tbeo 
indeed  Mr.  M'Vaird  was  guilty;  but  I  hope 


humbly,  as  becomcth,  prostrate  my  person 
at  your  grace  and  honours*  feet,  to  be  dis- 
posed upon  as  shall  seem  good  in  your  eyes. 
Your  grace  and  the  honourable  parliament's  '  every  body  will  allow,  that  mourning  aod 


answer  is  expected  by  your  truly  loyal  sup- ! 
plicant. 

*•  Mr.  IloBERT  M*Vaibd." 

This  supplication  was  given  in,  and  though 
one  would  think,  with  what  went  before,  it 
might  have  sol^ncd  the  persecutors,  yet  it 
had  no  great  cflect.  Mr.  Sharp  and  his 
friends  resolved  now  to  be  rid,  as  much  as 
they  could,  of  the  most  euiinent  of  the 
prcsbytcrian  ministers;  and  therefore  he 
behoved  to  be  banished,  which  was  the 
highcbt  they  could  go  to,  unless  they  Imd 
taken  his  life.  And  so,  July  6th  or  Gth,  I 
find  the  parliament  give  him  for  answer, 
"  That  they  pass  sentence  of  banuihment 


fighting  are  two  thingi^  unless  preces  ti 
lachrynuB  tuni  arma  eccicMe,  be  judged  i 
rebellious  maxim. 

Besides  those  sufferings  of  ministers  to 
blood  and  banishment,  bonds  and  bondifgc^ 
I  might  insist  upon  other  branches  of  their 
sufferings ;  but  they  will  come  in  aftcnrards 
when  they  turn  more  conspicuous  in  the 
following  years.  I  have  already  notked 
the  attacks  made  upon  synods  during  dm 
session  of  parliament,  which,  as  it  wss  a 
contri>'ance  of  Mr.  Sharp's,  so  in  itself  «« 
an  high  invasion  of  the  prerogative  of  the 
Redeemer,  and  the  exerting  the  Erastim 
supremacy  before  it  was  an  iniquity  estab- 


upon  the  supplicant,  allowing  him  six  months  ,  lished  by  a  law.     I  shall  shut  up  the  suffer^ 


to  tarry  in  the  nation,  one  of  which  only  in 
Glasgow,  with  power  to  him  to  receive  the 
following  year's  stipend  at  departure."  Ills 
master  had  work  for  him  elsewhere,  and 
that  \cry  considerable  work  too;  and  he 
submitted  to  the  sentence,  and  transported 
himself  and  family  to  Kottcrdom,  where, 
for  a  while,  (after  the  reverend  and  worthy 
Mr.  Alexander  Petrie)  he  was  employed  as 
minister  of  the  Scots  congregation  at  Rot- 
terdam, and  edified  many.  Even  thitlier 
his  persecutors'  rage  followed  him,  as  we 
may  aflcrwnrds  hear;  and  he  with  some 
others  were  again  forced  to  wander  further 


ings  of  ministers  with  a  hint  at  the  pers^ 
cution  of  the  tongue,  liberally  enough  l^ 
stowed  upon  them  at  this  time. 

JNIr.  James  Sharp,  and  the  noblemen  who 
joined  him  about  the  king,  under  the  patroor 
age  of  chancellor  Hyde,  and  the  Englisfa 
hightiicrs  began  tJicir  designs  of  overturning 
the  government  and  discipline  of  the  church 
of  Scotland,  by  buzzing  into  the  king's  ear 
that  wicked  lie,  and  scandalous  misrepre- 
sentation, that  the  generality  of  the  oli 
wise,  and  learned  ministers  of  the  church  of 
Scotland,  were  for  prelacy,  at  least  a  modcf' 
ate  episcopacy.    This  I  find  some  of  die 


off  from  their  native  land.  This  worthy  I  ministers,  then  Hving,  complaining  heavily 
|>ertion  died  at  Kottcrdam  about  twenty  !  of  in  their  letters ;  and  Mr.  Douglas  takes 
years  af\er  this.  I  off  this  calumny,  as  we  have  heard  in  the 

Thus  the  acts  of  this  imrliaiiient  were  introduction.  I  have  fbnncrly  regretted  the 
sealed  with  blood,  and  many  tears  of  people  |  unhappy  difference  betwixt  the  reMilutionen 
who  hud  their  U'lovcd  pastors  toni  from  j  anil  protesters.  The  woful  heats  betwnt 
them,  and  sciitti-rcd  into  strange  lands.  The  ;  them  effectually  stopped  any  joint  ap|rfica- 
cjiihcopiU  i)arty  will  obli«;e  us,  if  they  can  tiun  to  the  king  from  presbyterian  ministers, 
t>Jiow  whut  piu'i  of  Sir  (ieorge  MuckcuMc's  '  ov  y^cucral  declaration   of  their  principles 
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■nd  adherence  to  presbjrterian  govemmenty  ■  Inrlj  the  chancellor,  that  hj  pottiiig   .^. 
wfe  what  we  hnrd  of  at  some  length,   his  hand  to  the  ark  of  God  with 
•eetion  9d«    Thit  nlence,  and  ^ese  heats,  |  others,  their  families  and  their  own  peace 
cunning  Mr.  Sharp  did  not  fail  to  impro?e  i  at  death  would  be  mined.    This  was  eri- 
into  this  gross  untruth,  that  the  bulk  of  dently  enough  made  out  in  several  instances. 
Soots  nmiisters  were  not  against  prelacy.    Yet  for  all  this  plain  dealing,  of  which  after- 
Nothing  was  studc  at  by  this  unhappy  man,    wards  we  shall  hove  several  instances,  these 
now  entirely  oorrupted  by  Hyde's  party  at    worthy  men  were  Udd  under  this  hellish  ob- 
Londoo,  and  bribed  by  and  gaping  sAcr  j  k>quy,  and  the  scourge  of  tongues.    And 
what  in  a  little  now  he  got,  the  archbishopric    Thomas  Sidescrf,  son  to  the  bishop  of  that 
of  St.  Andrews.    Whereas  indeed,  except- 1  name,  the  Dhimaller,  made  it  his  daily  trade 
iog  a  few  lax  men  in  the  north,  under  Mr.    to  bespatter  the  greatest  men  of  this  time. 
Sharp's  conduct,  and  promises  of  bishoprics,    without  ^c  least  provocation  or  foundation, 
who  infliienced  the  tynod  of  Aberdeen,  to    such  as  Mr.  David  Dickson,  Mr.  Robert 
lend  up  to  court  a  flattering  address  in    BUdr,  Mr.  Geoige  Hutchcson,  and  many 
&vour  of  episcopacy;  which,  by  the  way,    others,  to  that  pitch  of  insolence,  that  the 
CHDe  afterwards  to  Ue  very  heavy  on  the  i  king  was  pleased  to  order  that  libeller  to  be 
eolisGiences  of  some  of  the  best  of  the   silenced. 

ministers  who  signed  it;  there  was  indeed  |  I  promised  in  this  section  to  take  notice 
nothing  could  be  more  disagreeable  to  the '  next  of  the  trouble  and  sufferings  several 
wbaHe  of  the  presbyterian  ministers  through  worthy  gentlemen  were  brought  to  during 
the  kingdom :  how  far  soever  they  diflered  this  session  of  pariiament,  and  shall  be  but 
in  some  other  things,  yet  all  honest  ministers  '  short  upon  it,  because  most  of  them  will 
centred  in  this.  •  come  in  afterward,  in  the  progress  of  this 

Aft  great  length  I  could  make  this  out  by  .  history.  We  shall  just  now  meet  with  some 
particular  instances  of  Mr.  Robert  Douglas, !  gentlemen  harassed  before  the  council,  but 
Mr.  Robert  Bailie,  BIr.  James  Wood,  Mr.  it  is  the  processes  before  the  pariiament  come 
David  IKckson,  Mr.  James  Fei^guson,  and  in  here.  All  could  be  objected  against  most 
other  great  men,  public  resolutioners,  with  [  of  them,  was,  the  ordinary  compliance  with 
whom  the  courtiers  dealt  in  the  greatest ,  the  English,  which  every  body  was  necessi- 
eunestness  to  accept  of  bishoprics ;  but '  tate  to  give.  This  English  guilt  was  a  good 
they  firmly  refused,  and  used  no  small  free- '  handle  for  prosecuting  such  who  had  been 


dom  with  Mr.  Sharp,  and  the  noblemen  io 
dns  matter:  Mr.  Douglas  told  the  first, 
that  the  curse  of  God  would  come  to  him 
with  his  bishopric;*  and  the  last,  particu- 

*  f'  In  the  meantime  Mr.  Sharpmakes  for  the 
fasUoii,  a  Tieit  to  Mr.  Robert  UoucIm  at  hie 
•wa  house,  where  after  hie  prefkce,  he  infnrme 
Idm  U  was  the  king's  purpoee  to  settle  the 
ehordi  under  Uehope,  and  that,  for  mpect  to 
UiD«  Ua  m^feety  was  rtry  dedrooa  Mr.  I/onglae 
would  aoeept  the  an^bisnopiic  of  SL  Andrewe. 
Mr.  DvQzlaM  anewend  be  would  have  nothing 


ae  flbrmerly :  whereupon  Sharp  aroee  and  took 
—  edhi 


Mr.  Dou^ae  conroyed  him  to  hb  gallery 
door«  and  after  he  had  paieed  the  door,  Mr. 
Dooglas  called  him  back  and  told  hlin.  *  James,' 
nldlic^  *  I  see  you  will  engadge.  I  perceive 
yoa  an  clear,  you  will  be  blihop  of  Sl  Andrews, 
uke  it,  and  the  curse  of  God  with  It.*  So 
rlapplM  him  upon  the  shoulder,  he  shut  his  door 
iipou  him.'*— Klrkton's  History  of  the  Church 
of  Scotland,  p.  1S5 — Ed, 


active  in  the  work  of  reformation,  and  had 
estates,  which  our  indigent  courtiers  had 
their  eye  upon,  and  by  the  act  of  fines,  and 
otherwise,  they  reached  a  good  many: 
though  England  was  indemnified,  yet  the 
ancient  kingdom  must  not  enjoy  that  favour 
for  some  time. 

In  January,  towards  the  beginning  of  this 
parliament,  I  find  the  lairds  Arkinglass,  and 
M'Condochy,  the  first  a  very  considerable 
family  we  shall  afterward  meet  with,  were 
forfeited  by  parliament.  They  had  been 
cited  to  appear,  and  did  not  come,  not  bdng 
in  safety  as  to  their  lives,  because  fidends  of 
the  family  of  Argyle :  for  any  thing  I  knov 
of,  nothing  further  was  to  be  charged  on 
them;  and  yet  they  found  it  not  safe  to 
appear.  In  the  unprintcd  acts  I  find  a 
decreet  D.  Ham.  against  Arkinglass;  but 
whether  it  refcrtclVv  \o  xiaa^  Wtvqw  tvqx. 
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._.  Fehnmry  Ist,  the  miimnons  of, 
and  indictment  against  the  lord 
Warriston,  William  Dundas,  and  John 
Hiune  of  KeIlo,were  this  day  read  in  par^ 
liament ;  none  of  them  were  present :  the 
first  we  shall  again  meet  with.  Whether 
they  were  separately  indicted,  or  a  general 
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ReuHWtotfance,*  and  llw  bbok  called  *  the 
Causes  of  God*s  Wftth.'  WitMkawiif 
themselves  (rom  the  king^s  service'andinBj 
at  Stirling,  in  the  time  of  hb  greatat 
necessity.  I4tb,  Hie  said  Wagrriston  feii 
sitting  in  parliament  as  a  peer  in  Eng^ttd^ 
contrary  to  his  oath,  and   accepting  the 


change  given  against  them  ail,  I  know  not ;  i  office  of  clcric-r^gister  from  the  UBorper 
idl  I  have  seen  is  the  following  abstract  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  and  being  preridect  ofiht 
the  charge  against  them;  that  they  have   pretended  committee  of  safety,  when  Ekteid 


was  Idd  aside.** 

By  the  unprinted  acts  of  this 


I 


William  Dundas  of  Magdatlana,  and  Jclm 
Hume  of  Kdlo.  They  did  not  appear,  sai 
consequently  had  no  answers  to  the  aban 
articles ;  and  I  may  nMy  enough  refer  ik 
reader  to  what  hath  been  said  upon  most  tf 


contravened  many  acts  of  parliament  in  the 
following  particulars,  and  therefore  are  guilty 
of  sedition  and  treason.   The  particulars  are,  |  find  decreets  of  forfeiture  are  passed 

**  Ist,  The  protestadon  at  the  Cross  of ,  Sir  Archibald  Jobnstoun  of 
Edinburgh  against  the  late  king  his  procla- 
mation.    2d,  The  convention    of  estates, 
1643^  their  calling,  convening,  and  assisting 
thereuntil.    3d,  Obstnicting  the  engagement 
in  the  year  1648,  for  the  late  kii^s  delivery, 
dissenting  therefhim,  and  voting  against  the  ;  them,  and  all  of  them  upon  the  matter,  in  the 
same.    4th,  Unlawful  convocating  the  king's  •  marquis  of  Aisle's  case,  and  Mr.  OuthriA 
li^es,  the  same  year,  in  opposition  to  his       February  28d,  I  find  the  laird  of  SiriaM 
majesty's  forces  under  the  command  of  duke   also  brought  before  this  parliament.    Wi 
Hamilton,  Monro,  &c.    5th,  Calling  in  of  have  seen  he  was  sent  down  prisooer  wii 
the  sectarian  rebels,  in  opposition  to  his '  Argyle ;  being  a  profesaed  qunker,  hu  iM 
majesty's  good  subjects.    6th,  The  writing,  |  was  taken  off  for  him  when  he  came  ia  tolk 
dictatiiig,  and  contriving  a  letter  directed  to  I  bar.    The  heads  of  his  indictnicDt  woei 
the  perfidious  Oliver  Cromwell,  and  trysting  !  «  ist.  That  being  a  member  of  paiiianeat^kr 
with  him  and  his  ofiicers  at  the  lady  Hume's  '  contrived  and  voted  to  the  acts  made  1648^ 
lodgings,  tending  to  the  ruin  of  the  late  '  relative  to  the  king's  deliveiy ;  and  being  i 
king,  and  these  kingdoms.    7th,  The  draw-  i  member  of  parliament,  contrived  and  vcMi 
ing  up,  consulting,  advising,  and  consenting    to  the  murder  of  the  marqoia  of  Montza^ 
to  the  instructions  then  given  in  to  Sir  John  '  lord  Huntley,  Hary  Spotiswood,  and  otka% 
Chiesly,  to  be  communicated  to  the  parlia-   the  king's  fiiends  and  servants,  and  too  Ihl 
ment  of  England,  or  their  committee,  for    displacing  of  the  king's  officers  of  cMi 
the  ends  foresaid.    8th,  The  said  Warriston    and  to  the  deposition  of  many  who  mSttd 
bis  pleading  against  Newton  Gordon,  who  j  for  the  king's  cause.    2d,  That  being  4t 
was  executed,  though  he  had  the  king's  I  of  the  ofRccrs  of  the  king's  army  at  Sdria^ 
ux press  orders  to  plead  for  him.    9th,  Their  |  after  the  defeat  at  Donbar,he  kept  oomM 
crossing  the  freedom  of  the  parliament,  and  j  correspondence  with  the  English  and  Crita^ 
people^  in  their  invitation  offered  to  be  sent  to    well,  and  deserted  his  trust  in  the  kiq|^ 
the  king,  without  limitations,  to  come  to  this 
kingdom.    10th,  Their  contriving  and  assist* 
ing  in  the  murder  of  the  marquis  of  Mon- 
trose.   1 1th,  Their  constant  correspondence 
with   Oliver  Cromwell  in  the  year  1G49, 
instanced  in  several  particulars.    12th,  Their 
contriving  or  assisting  to  the  act,  called 

the  Act  of  the  West-kirk,'  and  the  de- 


army,  by  joining  himadf  with  the  usorpal 
party.  3d,  His  going  along  with  Cromwd 
to  Worcester,  and  there  fighting  against  the 
king  in  proper  person,  against  his  duty  pnd 
allegiance.  4th,  His  sittiiig  and  voiciiig  ir 
the  pretended  parliament  of  England,  fa 
extirpating  the  king  and  his  family  from  thpi 
due  right  of  government;  and  cxcrcisira 
claration  of  the  officers  of  the  army  then  those  offices  and  places  which  Crumwei 
made.     J3tl»,  Their  drawing,  contriving,  oi    *~"  *"  ^  ~"  *'"""  ''""  "^^        '^^^ 


had  bestowed  on  him  for  that  aervice." 


coQsenting  to  the  |>aper  called  '  the  'Wesljcm  s     V^\\«iv  VvV*  VndictxRcnt  ms  read>  he  had  t 


(I  A  p.  II.] 

17  accnnate  and  pdn^ed  speech  in  his  own 
idication^  and  being  interrogate  by  the 
anceUoTy  if  he  had  any  more  to  say  for 
naclf?  He  answered  **  not  pontiTdyi"  but 
id,  **  he  knew  not  whether  he  would  make 
e  of  any  hiwyerv  or  not,  aeeing  be  walked 
e  now  by  his  own  will."  The  parliaroent 
^gned  him  till  the  Idth  day  of  Bfarch,  to 
re  in  peremptory  defences.  By  the  table 
imprinted  acts  I  find,  that  the  parliament 
■feited  him;  but  the  papists  at  court 
»qxNied  in  the  quaker*8  behalf,  and  he 
d  fiivour  shown,  though  he  had  as  great 
ihare  in  joining  with  the  usurper  as  any  in 
t  kingdom.  After  the  revolution  Swinton's 
B  published  his  case  in  print,  wherein  it 
ana  pretty  evident,  that  no  direct  for- 
ture  was  passed  against  hb  fiither  by  this 
riiameDt :  but,  upon  a  paper  formed  many 
ira  afterwards,  Lauderdale  possessed  the 
afee  of  Swinton  until  his  death.  By  the 
Hfiiges  there  cited  from  Swinton*s  de- 
ices  at  this  time,  it  appears  that  he  went 
til  Cromwell  to  England  about  the  time 
Worcester  engagement,  as  a  prisoner. 
Dverer,  it  is  undeniable  this  gentleman 
I  openly  enou^  join  in  with  the  usurper, 
d  bad  no  small  management  of  our  Scots 
nrs  under  hinu 

I  find  by  some  papers  of  this  time^  that 
r  John  Oiiesly  was  before  the  lords  of 
idea,  March  this  year,  and  it  is  probable 
ahned  an  indictment,  since  he  was  singu^ 
ly  active  m  the  work  of  reformation :  but 
itte  not  seen  the  articles.  We  shall  find 
Blinder  confinement  after  diis,  for  many 
Several  other  worthy  gentlemen  and 
were  brought  to  much  sufiering 
tiagtheafter-partof  this  year,  before  the 
wj  council,  who  after  this  have  much  of 
I  persecutioa  I  am  to  describe  among 
ftr  hands.    This  brings  me  to 

SECT.  VI. 

fAtf  ehiab&ihment  and  ereciion  of  the  prhy 
oamcif,  i^eir  JSnl  mccttng  Jidy  \^h^  and 
wocedure  against  particular  noblemenj  gen' 
Uwien,  and  mhtitfers  0/  the  predyferian 
lemanon^  this  year  1661. 

E  have  seen  the  civil  government  of 
jtland  last  year  in  the  hands  of  the  com- 
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mittce  of  estates,  and  this  }'ear  the  .^^j 
high  court  of  parliament  continued 
sitting  till  the  12th  of  July:  and  the  last 
day  of  that  month,  their  acts  were  in  great 
solemnity  prochiimcd  at  the  Cross  of  Edin- 
burgh, and  it  took  from  eleven  of  the  clock 
forenoon,  till  six  at  night,  to  publish  tiiosc 
of  a  public  nature.  As  soon  as  the  parliu- 
ment  was  up,  next  day  the  privy  council 
met,  and  a  vast  power  was  in  their  hands. 

In  this  kingdom  there  had  been  a  ionii 
interruption  of  all  our  civil  courts;  and  it 
may  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  reader  tu 
give  the  list  of  the  members  of  the  diflTcrcnt 
courts  at  this  junctiuv,  and  the  time  of 
their  meeting ;  though  it  has  no  great  rela- 
tion to  the  general  subject  of  this  hi8tor>', 
it  will  take  up  no  great  room,  and  may  be 
of  some  use.  Some  good  time  was  taken 
up  before  persons  could  be  fidlen  upon  to 
fill  up  the  total  vacancies ;  and  in  the  be- 
ginning of  April  the  lists  came  down  from 
court. 

April  dth,  as  many  as  were  in  town  of 
the  lords  of  the  session  took  the  oath  of 
supremacy,  and  de  fideii  adwutiiitratiuM', 
befi)re  the  pariiament;  and  the  pariiament 
ordered  them  to  sit  down  June  4th,  thev 
were  as  follows.  **  Sir  John  Otlmoin»  prctn- 
dent,  lord  Cranstoun,  alioM  Oxenford,  ^m* 
Archibald  Mmrose  clerk-register,  Le>',  Ual- 
kertoun,  Collingtoun,  Garden,  Tarbet,  Mr. 
James  Robertoun,  Bfr.  John  Scougtil,  Mr. 
Robert  Nairn  of  Strathurd,  Mr.  Robert 
Burnet  elder,  Mr.  Andrew  Aiton  of  King- 
kuBsie,  Mr.  James  Daliymple  of  Stairs,  and 
Sir  Robert  Murray.*'  The  extraordinar>- 
were  Rothes,  Crawford,  Cassils,  and  I-au- 
derdale.  My  lord  Cranstoun  did  not  accept, 
and  Mr.  David  Nevoy  was  put  in  his  place ; 
and  when  my  lord  Cassils,  upon  refiisin*;; 
the  supremacy,  was  dechired  incapable  of 
puUie  trust,  Bfiddleton  was  put  in  his  room. 
June  10th,  the  exchequer  set  down,  anci 
the  lords  of  that  were^  William  eari  of 
Glencaim  chancellor,  Rothes,  Marishal  lord 
privjMeel,  Lauderdale,  MWdleton,  Halker- 
toun  president  of  the  session,  clerk-register. 
Sir  John  Fletcher  advocate.  Sir  Robert 
Murray  justice-clerk,  Sir  James  M'Gill  of 
Crawstoun,  Sir  James  Lockhart  of  Ley,  Sir 
William  FletvUvir,  S\t  .^C3^wv  >Nw\A\'m^^  Ux, 
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I^^j     Robert  Burnet  dclcr,  Mr.  James  of  itate  for  EnglaniL    Thdr  quorum  is 

Uobertoiin,WlllifunScotaf  Airdric,  declared  to  be  nine;    the    chancellor  or 

with  the  trcnsnrcr  earl  of   Crawford,  or  pnsddent,  or  in  their  absencCt  the  eltle&t 

treasurer  depute  Sir  Wiiliam  Bannantyne,  counsellor  to  be  one  of  the  quorum, 

one  of  the  quorum.                                        i  I  come  now  to  give  aome  account  of  the 

But  the  cotvt  which  the  miifereni  I  am  procedure  of  the  piivj  cvNindl,  from  tbeir 

to  account  for,  at  least  for  many  yean,  wore  |  registers ;  and  in  this  section  I  shall  confine 

mostly  before,  was  the  privy  council ;  and  in  myself  to  the  hardships  and  sufferings  par- 

the  intervals  of  pariiiunents,  they  had  all  the  ticular  persons  of  all  ranks  were  brought 

executoiy  power  in  their  hand,  and  asstuned  under  by  this  arbitrary  court,  during  what 

little  less  than  a  parliamentary  power.  They  is  before  us  of  this   year.     I   shall  Itsve 

were  indeed  a  very  sovereign   court,  and  thdur  general  acts,  with  relation  to  the  iiitn>- 

thcrefore  1  shall  here  give  the  list  ot'  them,  duction  of  prelacy,  to  the  folioi»'ing  scctjou, 

The  earl  of  Olencaim  chancellor,  earl  of  where  I  aia  to  essay  some  account  of  this 

Oawlbrd  treasurer,  earl  of  Rothes  presi-  great  turn  in  this  church, 

dent  of  the  council,  dukes  of  Lennox  and  July  13th,  the  council  met  at  Hul}Tootl- 

Huinilton,    marquis    of    Montrose ;    carls,  house,  and  after  the  public  reading  of  thdr 

Lauderdale  secn>tar}',  Krrol,  Marishal,  Mar,  comnussion,  with  their  powers,  all  who  wen 

Athole,  Morton,  Kglinton,  Casidls,   Caith-  present  took  the  oath  of  allegiance,  whiih 

ness,   Murray,    Linlithgow,    Hume,   Perth,  hath- been  above  insert;  and  tlicu  they  twik 

Dunfennlinc,    >Vigtoii,    Kellie,   Roxburgh,  the  oath  of  council,  u  copy  of  which  the 


Uuddiiigton,  TuUibardin,  Weeiiis,  k«outh- 
esk,  Hartflcld,  (now  Annandule)  Callander, 
Tweeddale,  Middleton,  Dundee,  Veuinirgh; 
lords,  iSindair,  Halkerton,  Duftus;  8ir 
Archibald  Primrose,  8ir  John  Fletcher, 
Sir  William  Bannant^ne,  Sir  Robert  Murray, 
Sir  John  Giliiioiic  of  Craigmilltu',  Sir 
William  Fleming,  laird  of  Ley,  laird  of 
Bluckhall,  Sir  Jolm  Wauchop  of  Niddry, 
knight,  Gibson  of  Duric,  Sir  Geoige  Kin- 
naird  of  Rossie,  Alexander  Bruce,  brother 
to  the  earl  of  Kincardine,  Sir  William 
Scot  of  Airdrie.  The  English  couuiiellors 
uddtid,  were,  chancellor  Hyde,  didce  of 
Albemarle,  marquis  of  Omiond,  earl  of 
MiiUchester,  *  and  the   principal  secretary 


curious  reader  will  perhupg  desire  to  aetf 
therefore  1  insert  it. 

Oath  of  the  prlvtf  counsellors. 

M  I  swear  to  be  a  true  faith- 

ful servant  to  the  king*s  majesty,  as  oie 
of  his  privy  counsel ;  I  shall  not  knov 
nor  understand  of  any  maimer  of  thirif 
to  be  attempted,  done  or  8|)okcn  affkA 
his  majesty's  person,  crown,  or  dignitjf 
royul,  but  I  shall  let  and  withstand  the 
saiue  to  the  utmost  of  my  power,  snd 
either  cause  it  to  be  revealed  to  his 
majesty  himself,  or  such  of  his  privy 
councU  as  shall  advertise  his  higfanefl 
( f  the  same.    I  shall,  in  all  things  lo 


*  These  Kngllsh  amnwllors  weif.  not  very 
well  calculated  for  f  ivin;^  Hflvi^'i*  upon  Smttinn 
affairs.      Hyde,  earl  of   ('lar«fud«ui,   was  ud- 
qu«*iitionably  the  man  who  had  most  stronj^ly  ; 
and  moftt  sucreMfnlly  impressed  upon  Chanes  1 
the  propriety  of  restoring  cpiacopacy  in  Scotland,  | 
an  attempt  which  imbittered  hit  whole  reicn,  j 
and  persisted  in  by  his  succeaBor,  was  a  pnn-  j 
(Hpal  mean  of  driving  hia  family  into  an  exile 
from  which  th(;y  were  never  recalled.     Buruet 
remarks  of  Clarendon,  **  that  he  \vm  a  giKxl 
chancellor,  only  a  little  too  nrap^,  but  very  im- 
partial in  Uie  admlnistratiou  of  juntice.     He  i 
never  seemed  to  understand  foreicn  affairs  well, 
tind  yet  he  meddled  too  much  with  them.     He  j 
itad  too  mnclA  k'vity  in   his  wit,  and   did  not 
always  observe  the  d*'(y)rum  «»f  his  post.     He 
high,  and  whs  apt  to  reject  wUii  tiMi  mui:li 
c/io«0  wliu  addreiwed  iheimeVves  to 
^le  had  mii.U  a  regard  l«t  the  Wiuf^,  \V\uX 


when  places  were  disposed  of,  eren  otfierwW 
than  as  he  advised,  yet  be  would  justify  wkal 
tlie  king  did,  and  dibparage  the  pn*tension»  of 
oiliers,  not  without  much  scorn,  whirh  crartctf 
him  many  ensmiea.     He  was  indcAtiable  ta 
busintas,  though  the  ffout  did  often  disule  bin 
fnnn  waiting  on  the  king,  yet  during  his  credit, 
the  king  came  constantly  to  him  when  he  ww 
kid  up  by  it.**    liord   Clarenddn*8  cbsrsdcr 
has  been  in  latter  times  much  lev  flhviuusUf 
treated.     From  the  light  thrown  upon  it  hi  a 
Uiter  tnatise  by  the  Hon.  Agar  Ellh,  there  rsn 
be  no  doubt  that  he  was  a  bigot  in  religion  and  a 
sycophaat  in  poUties.     As  a  nmn,  pnmd  sud 
imperious ;  as  a  Judge,  covetoos,  partial,  and  vb- 
just ;  and  finally,  tm  a  historian,  an  advocate  fnr 
tyi>anny,  an  apologist  for  dnplirity,  and  an  art- 
ful iNTvertcr  of  truth.    The  faB«>wlnr  chtftictf r 
oV    KVWnxvwU   t'rum    the   pen    of  Burnet,   it 
\j,TK\\\\t,  uw^  >Mt\»\\Vi"N*  v^w^vVj  \tMt.     *•  Monk 
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he.  II10WB4  cnYetli^  ami  debated  in  Uainent^and  kieeiinUiuwn  redt-  |^|^ 
oouDcil,  fiuibfiiUy  and  truly  dockre  my  !  antd  a  high  erime  for  this  noble* 
mind  and  opinion^  according  to  my  iman  to  apaak  his  light  in  his  judicatnra 
heart  and  conscience,  and  shall  keep  opacity :  then&ire  he  is  ordered  to  be  in* 
secret  all  matters  copmiitted  and  re-  prisoned;  and  the  execution  of  tins  arbi- 
vcaled  unto  me,  or  that  shall  be  treated  :  trary  step  is  put  in  the  hands  of  the  council, 
of  secretly  in  council;  andif  any  of  the  las  one  of  their  first  works.    This  is  so  odd 


same  treaties  and  counsels  shall  touch 
any  of  the  counsellers,  I  shall  not  reveal 
it  unto  him,  but  shall  keqi  the  same 
until  such  time,  as^  by  the  consent  of 
his  majesty  or  the  council,  publication 
shall  be  made  thereof.  And  generally, 
and  in  all  things,  I  shall  do  as  a  fidtb- 
ful  and  true  servant  and  subject  ought 
to  do  to  his  miyesty.  So  help  me 
God,  and  the  contenU  of  this  book." 

When  all  present  had  taken  this  oath, 
le  commission  of  Sir  Peter  Weddcrbum, 
»  be  derk,  was  read,  and  he  admitted. 


a  management,  and  forebodes  so  much  o|)- 
preaskw  and  severity  in  this  reign,  that  1 
shall  venture  to  say  nothing  upon  it,  but 
give  the  progress  of  it  from  the  original 
records. 

Upon  the  13th  of  September,  the  follow- 
ing letter  from  the  king  is  read,  ordering 
the  earl  of  Tweeddale  to  be  made  a  prisoner. 

**  Right  Trusty,  &c     Having   recehwd 

information  of  some  speeches  uttered  by 

i  the  earl  of  Tweeddale,  in  the  trial  of  Mr. 

James  Guthrie  attainted  and  execnted,  which. 


as  we  are  informed,  did  tend  much  to  the 

he  cvl  of  Crawford  is  president,  and  the  P"^'^!^  f«  '^'^'  *« /«^,  ^ 

ri^  /'.ii^^«.  ♦^  «— Ji    •    u-     1  ito  commit  the  said  earl  to  the  castle  of 

or  Callender  to  preside  m  his  ausence. .'  ^  ,.  .      ,      .         .  •     ^n         u 

k-«  k«..-.  i:»*i    u-^      .L       .-11  .1-  I  Edmburgh,  there  to  remain  tiU  wo  have 

hey  have  little  before  them  till  the  return  i  •     j   ..      .     •  j   j    i 

examined  the   business,  and  decure  our 


the  chancellor  and  Rothes,  who  came 
»wn  on  the  last  of  August,  with  what  was 
ttccrted  at  court  about  the  change  of 
lureh  government,  of  which  afterwards. 
In  September,  they  have  a  very  remark- 
le  process  before  them,  with  i^kation  to 
0  carl  of  Tweeddale.  Information  had  been 
■t  up,  it  seems,  to  court,  of  his  speaking 
finrouis  of  Mr.  James  Guthrie,  when  his 
was  in  dcpendancc  before  the  por- 


w  raTcnooii  at  wdl  m  Us  wife,  who  wm  a 
an  contemptible  cmttui'e.  They  butli  asked 
id  asM  nil  that  was  within  fhelrrearh,  nothing 
ing  denied  them  fur  loinc  time,  till  be  becunc 

naelcwi,  that  Uttle  personal  regard  could  be 
id  .UflD.  But  tbo  king  maintained  atlll  the 
piyranfffi  of  it ;  for  the  appearance  of  tho 
rrioe  he  did  him,  waa  soch  that  the  king 
aagbt  St  ilt  to  treat  him  whh  great  distinctioo 
ca  after  he  saw  into  hiaa,  and  dnpiwd  him.* 
Qnooml,'*  we  are  told  by  the  same  authority, 
n  **  M  man  of  a  graoefol  appcaranee,  a  lively 
i^  and  a  cheerfoi  temper,  a  man  of  great 
pcrience,  decent  even  in  his  vices,  for  he 
iVBfa  kept  Bp  the  form  of  rellgkm.  He  was 
la  to  tba  pfotaataat  religion,  and  so  firm  to 
slaws,  that  he  always  gave  good  advices,  but 
hen  bad  ones  were  foOowed  be  was  not  for 
laplaining  too  much  of  them.**—"  The  carl  of 
anchcster  was  of  a  soft  and  obliging  temper, 

Bp  great  depth,  bat  nnlveivally  betoved,  being 
th  a  viriufNisand  a  generous  man.**— liurot't  s 
Iptm  of  his  Own  Times,  Bdhi.  Ed.  vol.  L 


further  pleasure ;  and  that  he  be  kept  in 
durance,  but  not  as  close  prisoner.  Given  at 
our  court  at  Whitehall,  September  7i1k  1661 . 

''  LAUOERDAiS." 

These  orders  were  immediately  executed, 
and  the  earl  entered  prisoner  in  the  Castle ; 
and  September  17th,  he  sent  the  following 
petition  to  the  council. 

*"  r«>  the  Right  HommraHe,  the  Lordt  of  hu 
Majetktft  Privy  Council,  John  earl  vj 
Tweeddale 

**  Humbly  sheweth, 

^  Whereas  your  lordships  have  been 
pleased,  upon  a  command  from  his  nu^ty, 
to  commit  me  to  the  Castle,  and  beii^  ex- 
ceedingly affected  with  his  majesty's  dis- 
pleasure, I  desire  to  express  to  your  lord- 
ships the  grief  of  my  heart,  for  whatsoever , 
has  been  the  occasion  of  procuring  such 
resentment  from  so  gracious  a  prince,  of 
whose  favour  I  have  so  lai^ely  shared,  and 
to  whose  commands  I  accowit  a  perfoct 
submission  acceptable  service  to  God,  and 
suitable  to  the  duty  of  every  subject.  How 
observant  of  them  I  have  been,  and  what 
ready  submission  I  have  given,  your  lordships 
can  witness :  bein^  filled  m\.Vi  vVv^  «»&«.  ^\ 
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lAfll    "^y<>^l^?**'^<'<>"> "'*('' ®i*8*8*^ ^>^ '^f^y*  ^"^'*  **  ^^  ^"^  vote  ill  ^vUameatf  whidi 

to  he  thuA  clouded  with  his  nrnjet-  eotidcBiiied  Uuthrky  and  npott  the  mat 

tfs  dnpleanve,  is  a  burden  I  am  unable  to  •  apeedily  to  IM»  to  ftbe  and  that  we  aanr 

bear.    May  it  therefore  pieaae  your  loid>  declare  our  fiiitfaerpleamiei    And  so  we 

ships  to  give  such  an  account  of  mine  act-  bid  you  heartily  farewelL 

ing4,  as  I  may  be  restored  to  his  majesty's  **  Laudbrdalc.** 

favour,  and  to  interpose  for  my  enlaigcmcnt,  "  Mr'hitchallp  Stptcmbcr  2Si  leSL" 

that    at   least    my  imprisonment  may  be  j^j„j,y  ^^  ^^  iherecame  a  letter  frosi 

changed  to  a  confinement,  at  my  house  at  ^^  ^,  of  Lauiierdalc  tothe  council,  when. 

Bothams,  in  regard  of  my  wifis's  condiUon,  ^  ^^^  ^^^^  •^ . 
now  near  the  time  of  her  delivery. 

••  TWEEDDALK."  **  ^%  '*  P'""*^  ^'^^  lofdslups, 

.,.       .,,  ,       ,      ^      "^  obedience  to  your  lordships*  ood' 

The  clerk  is  ordered  to  liavc  a  draught  of  ^^^^^  j  ^  ^^^^^^^  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

a  letter  rcad>  against  Uwuorrow.  Accord-  Xweeddale's  petition.  After  reading  of  k, 
ingly.  September  l»th,  a  letter  is  signed  by  ,^j^  ^^  ^^  graciously  pleased  to  orAr 
the  .H>uncil  to  the  secretao*,  the  tenor  of ;  ^^^  ^^j^^^  of  his  prison  in  the  casUe,  to  . 

whidl  IS  SubjOUlCtL  l  ^,,„fi„p„^,  ^   KU   ho.,«»  .   i.n*l  hi«  .ni.'«iT 


*^  Your  lordships*  moat  humble  semot, 

"  Laudkroalb.*' 


confinement  at  his  house :  and  hb  inajotj 
^  My  Lord,  l  hath  commanded  me  to  signify*  his  pUaunn 

**  At  our  la.st  meeting,  which  was  occa-  to  your  lordships,  that  he  be  confined  to  the 
sioned  by  bb  majesty's  letter,  for  committing  Botliams,  and  three  miles  about  it,  until, 
the  earl  of  Tvoeddale  prisoner  to  the  castle  ,  upon  report  firom  your  lordships,  the  Liag 
of  Edinbui^gh,  we  issued  orders  for  it ;  which  I  shall  declare  hb  further  pleasure.  Thb  » 
were  no  sooner  intimate  to  him,  but  he  im-  '  ull  I  have  in  coQunand,  who  ^""^  may  it 
mediately  obeyed,  and  entered  prisoner.  |  please  your  lordships. 
From  him  we  have  since  received  a  petition, 

which  we  send  enclosed,  to  be  presented  by  

your  lordship  to  hb  majesty ;  and  find  our-  ■  "Whitehall,  September  86,  IfiSl. 
stiivcs  obliged  to  give  thb  testimony  in  hb 
behalf  that,  in  the  late  meeting  of  council, 
when  the  matter  of  church  government  was 
tiiuler  delibcratiou,  he  did  heartily  comply 
with  his  iiuijcftty*s  conunands,  and  carry 
himself  as  a  faithful  counsellor,  and  loyal 
subject.  Wlicn  his  majesty's  further  plea- 
sure shall  l)c  signified  as  to  thb  particulur, 
wo  bhull  be  ready  to  prosecute  the  sa:r.c ; 
and  are,  my  lurd,  your  lordship's  aflectionate 

t:iciids." 

As  in  Sederunt^ 

Matters  stoo<l  thus  till  next  council-day» 
October  1st,  when  was  read  the  following 
letter  iTom  the  king. 

*  Right  trusty,  &c.  We  rcccivei!  yours  of 
Mie  7th  of  this  instimt,  and  have  seen  the 
proclamation  you  have  published,  in  olx^i- 
fnce  to  what  wo  recoiniDiMuIed  by  our  letter 
of  the  14th  of  Au^ist;  with  which  we  are 
so  well  satisfied,  that  we  thought  fit  to  pve 
you  hearty  thanks.  Wc  got  notice  of  tlie 
rowmitnivnt  of  thv  carl  of  Twccddalc,l)y  our 


After  the  readmg  of  those  l<^tter8,  the 
council  came  to  the  following  resolve,  "Or- 
dered, that  in  pursuance  of  hb  naajesty*i 
orders,  the  earls  of  Haddington,  Annandalr, 
and  Callander,  the  lord  president  of  the 
session,  the  lord  regbtcr,  lord  advocste, 
and  lord  Lee,  do  examine  the  offli  of  Tweed- 
dale,  in  the  castle  of  Edinbur^,  the  aiom 
(to-morrow)  at  nine  of  the  clock,  anent  hii 
carriage  at  the  late  vote  in  parliament,  whkh 
condemned  James  Guthrie,  and  to  take  kis 
own  declaration  under  his  hand,  upon  the 
several  votes  which  passed  upon  that  proceu 
whereupon  he  is  to  be  interrogate,  and 
report  the  same  next  morning." 

Tliis  was  accordingly  done,  and  to-mormw, 
October  Sd,  the  lords  appointed  to  exam- 
ine tho  earl,  gave  in  hb  dedaratiuo,  sipied 
by  himself  and  the  lord  president ;  the  tjm  r 
wbereof  follows : 

Ai  the  Castle  of  Edinburgh^  October  2,  1661. 

"  The  eurl  of  Tweeddale  being  interru^tc, 
onhr:  }oii  ahull  cxjinjim:  what  VAs  carna^^: \ nnVaV.  \vvs  vjarva^^  wvvV  ex^rcsMons  were  tl 
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the  vame  in  iMifiinettt^  in  Mr.  Oothrie^s 
procBis,  dstad  *1 2th  cf  Aprils  1661ytncl  b^ 
mg  finr  interrogate  upon  the  first  member  of 
the  TDte,  ooncemiqg  tbi^  first  two  arttckt  of 
Guthrie's  dittay.  wherein  ho  wm  charfed 
with  the  Remonstrance  and  Causes  of  God'd 
UTrath,  whidi  were  fbiind  rrievant  to  brim^ 
Jie  pnnnd  under  the  compass  of  the  acts  of 
arilameot  mentioned  in  the  said  vote 
nade  against  slanderous  speeches  against  his 
najesty's  person  and  authority :  the  said  earl 
jf  Tweeddale  doth  dedare,  flmt  though  he 
was  dear  in  his  judgment,  and  did  express 
10  miichythat  the  first  two  artides  brought  the 
pannd  under  the  compass  of  the  Uiw,  and 
that  the  law  made  him  liable  to  the  sentence 
iif  death ;  yet  some  circumstances,  as  the 
(Bstncdon  and  disorder  men  were  then 
inldery  and  the  efndemic  distemper  of  those 
times,  and  the  restndmng  power  of  the  law 
having  been  of  a  long  time  sadly  abated, 
and  upon  the  consideration  of  his  majesty*s 
compasiBionate  clemency,  and  construction  of 
the  fiulings  of  those  times,  which  inclined 
him  to  some  other  punislunent  than  death, 
he  concerred  and  Yoted  that  artide  not  re- 
levant as  to  death.  As  to  the  2d  member, 
concenung  the  petition  and  instructions  men- 
tioned in  the  vote,  he  declares,  that,  to  the 
beat  of  his  memoiy,  he  had  no  discourse 
thereupon,  and  doth  not  remember  what 
was  his  vote.  As  to  the  Sd,  concerning 
the  dcdlnature,  he  declares,  that,  having 
Imard  the  process  only  once  read,  and  not 
having  hovd  distinctly  the  debate  upon 
that  article,  and  being  the  first  criminal 
lirocesB  he  was  ever  at,  he  thought  himsdf 
anfit  to  judge  in  a  particular  of  so  latge  a 
debute  upon  once  reading,  and  so  could  not 
be  clear  to  ^ve  a  positive  vote  at  that  time, 
and  therefore  was  nou  ligueL" 

«  Jo.  Giuf OUR,  p." 

Upon  the  producing  of  this,  the  council 
irdcr  the  earl,  **  to  be  put  to  liberty  from 
lis  confinement,  and  to  repair  to  his  house, 
iuid  confine  himself  within  the  same,  and 
three  miles  about,  till  his  majesty's  pleasure 
shall  be  further  known;  he  always  finding 
siifiicient  caution,  under  the  pain  of  one 
hundred    thousand    mcrks^  to   nppcar,  or 
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return  to  the  casde,  whenaoever 
his  m^iesty  or  the  council  shall 
order  the  same^  and  in  the  meanwhile 
keep  his  confinement."  And  fiuther,  Oc- 
tober Sd,  they  declare,  ^that  all  of  their 
number  who  were  members  of  parliament, 
and  present  when  the  said  votes  passed, 
as  to  all  the.  artides  of  the  declaration 
they  remember,  he  went  not  alongst  with 
them  in  the  affirmative  which  paaaod  in 
the  parliamenL"  That  same  day,  the  ooun- 
di  send  a  letter  to  the  king^  narrating 
all  the  steps  (above)  they  had  taken,  with 
the  declaration.  This  is  all  I  meet  with 
in  the  registers,  about  this  odd  treatment  of 
a  nobleman.  Towards  the  beginning  of  fifoy 
next,  the  -confinement  was  taken  ofl;  and 
the  earl  was  in  very  much  favour.  What 
were  the  springs  of  this  prosecution,  I  can- 
not say :  periiaps  it  was  not  so  much  fiY>m 
any  special  des^n  agafaist  the  eari;  aa  to 
firight  people  afterwards  into  thdi^  measunea, 
by  those  terrible  inquiries  intb  votes  and 
speeches  in  parliament.  I  hfma  searae-ever 
met  with  a  paralld  ui  history.  We  Me  this 
noble  lord's  reasons  for  what  he  did  hi  his 
own  dedaration.  Hu  imprisonment  abbot 
three  weeks,  for  his  vote  in  parhament,  and 
the  exorbitant  bail  demanded  of  him,  are 
what  cannot  be  defended,  and  will  not 
endure  reasoning ;  and  I  have  seen  none  of 
the  advocates  of  this  period,  who  set  up 
for  vindicating  this  unaccountable  procedure 
against  the  eari  of  Tweeddale. 

I  come  now  forward,  to  hint  at  some 
begun  sufllerings  of  ministers  this  year,  be- 
fore the  council.  September  1 7th,  '*a  let- 
ter is  ordered  to  be  writ  to  the  sherifiT  of 
Clydesdale,  or  his  depute,  to  apprehend  two 
ministers  come  from  Irdand,  whose  names 
the  chancdlor  is  to  condescend  on;  and 
tiiey  arc  to  be  convoyed  from  shcrift'  to 
sheriff*  till  they  come  to  the  magistrates  of 
Edinbuigh."  I  know  no  more  about  them 
than  is  in  this  artide  of  the  coundl  regis- 
ters :  it  seems  plain  tliey  were  two  presby- 
terian  mimsters,  who  had  ficd  over  from 
the  persecution  of  the  prdatea  in  Irdand, 
and  probably  did  not  know  of  the  parlia- 
ment's proclamation  above  uarrated,  dis- 
charging all  Scotsuicn  to  come  over  iIiliicc 
without  \msfiCB. 
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1661        "^^  ceverend  Bfr.  Robert  Blair,   sdvcB,  aad  in  name  urI  htU£  at  the  rou- 

minister  of  the  goipel  at  Sl  An-  '  anent  brethren  of  the  fawbjmy  of  linfidh 

drewa,  was  one  whom  Mr.  Sharp  ooold  not   gow,  ahowing,  that  iiIhimb  tiie  pariih  <if 

bear  to  be  any  longer  at  his  work  there^  {  Kinneily  within  the  boondi  of  the  and  ptes- 


though  he  was  under  particnlar  obligationa  to 
Mr.  Bhar;  and  therefore  matters  are  80  ordeiw 
od  aa  the  council  must  attack  him,  October 


bytery,  haa  long  Ucd  daatitute  of  the  fiee 
ezerciae  of  the  onfiaaneei,  exieepi  what  the 
presbytery  was  able  to  pnyvide  fiar  thea, 


Ist,  this  year.     He  waa   a   minister   of  ■  which  was  but  little^  Iwving  ^ghi  Inks 


known  piety,  gnvity,  prudence,  and  great 
kiyalty  to  the  king;  and  nothing  could 
be  hud  to  his  charge^  save  that  he  was 
a  presbyterian  minister,  and  now  stood 
in:  Mr.  Sharp's  way.  Thus,  upon  some 
iofbrmation  or  other,  wherein  Mr.  Sharp 
took  care  not  to  be  seen,  the  council  the 
foresaid  day  order  the  clerk  to  write  to  the 
magistrates  of  St,  Andrews,  upon  the  sight 
of  his  letter,  to  go  to  their  minister  Mr. 
Kobert  Bliur,  and  in  name  of  the  council 
to  demand  him  to  present  himself  before 
Bfiy  lord  chancellor  at  Edinbufgh,  betwixt 
and  the  9th  ioBtant,  that  by  his  lordship  he 
might  know  the  council's  pleasure.  1  find 
no  more  about  Mr.  Blair  till  November  6th, 
where  the  r^:isters  bear,  **  information  being 
given  of  some  particulars  against  Mr.  Robert 
BUir,  ordered,  that  the  earb  of  Linlithgow, 
Hume,  Haddington,  lord  advocate,  and  Sur 
George  Kinnaurd,  examine  the  said  Mr. 
Kobert  upon  these  particulars,  and  report 
to  the  next  meetmg  of  the  coundL"  The 
next  meeting  is  November  7th,  and  that 
day  I  find  a  blank  in  the  records  of  near 
half  of  the  page,  and  upon  the  margin,  act, 
Mr.  Robert  Blair.  Whether  they  were 
ashamed  to  insert  what  they  went  into 
agmnst  so  great  and  good  a  man,  whom 
every  body  almost  had  a  regard  to,  or  what 
was  the  reason,  I  cannot  say.  We  shall 
meet  with  him  agun  next  year,  when,  in 
September,  the  council  declare  his  church 
vacant. 

I^st  year  we  heard  of  the  reverend  Mr. 
Wdliam  Wiseheart,  minister  at  Kinneil,  his 
(.'onfinemenc :  and  now  I  find  an  application 
hy  the  presbytery  of  Linlithgow,  to  the 
council,  November  7th,  which  is  all  I  know 
in  tliis  mutter,  and  set  it  down,  with  the 
council's  answer. 

**  Anent  a  supplication  presented  by  Mr. 

Jiuiws  Hunifiay^  Mr.   Patnck   Schaw,  and 

Mr.  John  Wauth,  coniniibiiioiikfrs,  for  vUciw- 


that  to  provide  with  preacftaf : 
and  this  the  presbyterf's  burden  of  ths 
said  parish  of  Kinoeil  doth  lie  upon  thdi^ 
through  the  imprisooment  and  confincacpi 
of  Mr.  William  ITisehevt  niniater  th»^ 
now  these  thuteen  months  bypast*  Ihs 
presbytery  did  consider  of  the  condition  cf 
the  said  kirk,  and  minister  thereof;  aod 
having  conferred  with  himaelf,  have  pro- 
ceeded that  length,  that  if  his  imprisonment 
and  confinement  were  taken  ofl^  access  will 
be  had  for  the  present  planting  of  the  srid 
kirk  with  some  other,  whom  the  patraa 
shall  be  pleased  to  name:  desirii^  therofon 
that  such  course  may  be  taken,  for  taking 
off  the  imprisonment  and  confinement  of 
the  said  Mr.  William  Wiseheart,  as  may 
give  access  to  the  presbytery  to  proceed  in 
the  plantation  of  the  said  churdi;  as  the 
petition  bears.  Which  bemg  at  length  read, 
heard,  and  considered,  the  lords  of  council 
do  take  off  the  said  Mr.  William  Wiseheirt 
his  confinement,  and  deckre  him  to  be  free 
thereof,  and  of  his  band  of  caution  given  ia 
by  him  for  that  cfiecL" 

Wlmt  were  the  particular  occasions  of 
the  favour  shown  to  the  two  followii^ 
mimsters,  confined  August,  1660,  I  hare 
not  learned  at  this  distance :  but  November 
21st,  the  council  gives  warrant  to  the  lord 
chancellor,  to  grant  liberty  to  Mr.  John 
Scot  minister  at  Oxenam,  to  exercise  the 
function  of  the  ministry  within  his  own 
parish,  notwithstanding  the  restraint  put 
upon  him.  And  December  10th,  *'  the  coun- 
cil, upon  good  considerations,  take  off  the 
restraint  laid  upon  Mr.  Gilbert  Hall  minister 
at  Kirkliston,  discharging  him  firom  preach" 
ing ;  and  grant  him  warrant  to  exercise  the 
ministerial  function  as  formerly  before  the 
restraint  was  put  on  him,  he  behaving  hiiu- 
self  peaceably,  as  becomcth  a  faithfid  mini^ 
tor."  Both  these  were  very  worthy  minis- 
\v\:y^, 'ti\\«\^'\V  s\tcw\^)  ^ot  sonic  interest  made 
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be  ooamellon.  fliis  is  all  I  meet 
eftre  the  camiei],  m  to  perticiilar 
fa  tfakyear. 

Bober  this  ymr^  I  6ad  a  great  maay 
Nintiy  gentlemen  brooght  to  a  msst 
trouble,  for  their  joining  with  colonel 
m,  and  going  in  with  the  forces  to 
■le^  1650:  anda  fine  of  8000  pounds 
f  is  laid  on  the  laids  of  Rowallan, 
i^ismhead.  Nether  Pollock,  Earlston, 
lead,  Halcrsig,  and  others,  who  had 
id  firm  presbyterians,  and  active  in 
rk  of  reformation.  But  this  process 
ming  to  a  dose  this  year,  I  shall 
t  till  Ibring  it  in  altogether  after- 
A  good  many  other  gentlemen  in 
MTts  were  brouf^  to  trouble  this 
I  we  may  hear  when  I  come  to  the 
of  their  sererer  sufibrings,  in  the 
Bng  years:  and  therefore  I  come  now 
I  to  the  proceedings  of  the  6tmncil, 
mrch  gorernmcnt,  and  the  it^al  in- 
Ion  of  ef^copacy. 
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formation,  by  tJidr  proclamations.  |^. 
Hr.  Sharp  carries  up  with  him  dvee 
of  his  brethren,  whom  he  thoi^t  good,  and 
who  were  as  he,  thinting  after  ^dominion 
over  their  brethren."  lliem  we  have  sent 
down,  ooasecratedyBud  empowered  to  make 
Che  PBtt  of  their  order.  These,  with  aiioh  a» 
they  adopted,  were  the  great  authors  of  all 
the  troubles  which  followed  for  many  yean 
upon  the  presbyterians  in  Scotland.  This 
nnscriptund  office  imposed  by  the  kin|^  and 
set  up  by  the  oouncil,  is  next  year  coofirroed 
in  partiament ;  and  the  eonseqnence  is  the 
laying  desolate  many  hundreds  of  congro- 
gations  in  one  day,  as  we  shall  hear. 

The  estates  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotbmd, 
as  soon  as  they  convened  after  the  revolu* 
tion,  among  other  thiogs  declare,  ''that 
prelacy,  and  the  superiori^  of  any  office  in 
the  church  above  presbyters*  is,  and  hath 
been  a  great  and  insupportable  grievance  to 
tills  nation,  and  contmry  to  tiie  indinations 
of  the  generality  of  tftie  people,  ever  aince 
the  reformation,  we  iwving  been  reformed 
by  presbyters  fiom  popery."  This  being 
the  sense  of  the  reprosentativea  of  tins 
nation,  when  at  their  foil  freedom,  and  really 
diemselves,  and  under  the  nearest  views, 
and  most  intimate  knowledge  of  prelacy 
that  had  been  rampant  for  twenty-seven 
years,  I  may  well  represent  the  introduction 
of  prelates  by  the  king,  without  the  par- 
liament, who  had  Indeed  put  a  blank  in  bis 
hand,  as  a  great  ksrdsb^  and  one  of  the 
first  branches  of  the  sufferings  of  this  church. 
It  was  contraiy  to  the  roost  solemn  estab- 
lishments, ratified  by  the  king  himsdf,  sealed 
with  an  oath,  and  contrary  to  the  inclina- 
tions of  the  people.  And  from  this  plain 
invasion  upon  the  right  of  Seotsmen,  pro- 
ceeded much  of  the  bk>ody  persecution 
which  followed.  Indeed  the  whole  of  the 
severity,  hard^ips,  and  bloodshed,  firom 
this  year  imtil  the  revolution,  was  either 
actually  brought  on  by  the  bishops,  procured' 
by  them,  or  done  for  their  sapport 

Prelacy  was  never  popular  in  Scotland, 
no  not  in  the  days  of  andent  ignorance : 
our  reformation  from  popery,  and  reformetK 
m  from  London,  and  overturn  one  of '  were  quite  upon  another  bottom.    Abstratt- 
established  churches  since  tlie  re-    in^  from  the  argimicntH  frum  antiquity  and 
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regal  erection  of  bishopt,  unlh  tome 
Uiacki  made  vpon  the  judwclorict  of 
iurrh, 

1  as  this  pliant  session  of  pariiament 
ad  the  council  was  constitute   to 

all  in  the  intervals  of  parliament, 
xm  and  the  courtiere  haste  up  to 
,,  where,  no  doubt,  they  were  most 
ily  received.  The  subjects  of  Scot- 
re  now  made  as  obsequious  as  ever 
ner  set  had  been  reckoned  reMlious. 
hops  of  England  in  a  very  particular 

caressed  our  Scots  peers,  for  pro- 
hem  another  nationri  church  among 
reformed,  to  bear  them  company  in 
elatical  way. 

1  their  report  is  made,  and  the  plan 
London,  formerly  concerted  by  9fr. 
md  the  other  two  who  went  up,  for 
ig  this  church  a  la  mode  ^Angfe" 
r.  Sharp  comes  down  again,  and  the 
foil  to  execute  the  orders  and  Icftters 
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ififil    '""^ry»    ^^^    common    people    in 
Scotland    used  to  advance   unan- 
swerable arguments*  and  exceptions  of  a 
more  convincing  nature  to  them*  against  epis- 
copacy.    They  had   observed    almost    all 
the    iMshops    of  Scotland    to    have   been 
cither  patrons  or  (lattcms  of  profeneness  9 
and    these    few    among    them    who    liad 
any  reputation  foniierly,  as  soon  as  they 
Itecame    prelates,   changed  remariud^ly   to 
the  worse;  and,  as  Bcza  hod  foretold,  in 
his  letter  to  Knox,  bishops  first  brought  in 
epicurism,  and  then  atheism;  religion  and 
piety  first  withered  und^  their  shadow,  and 
v^ickedness  grew  prodigiously.    They  .wmd 
to  say,  those  changelings   being  peijii^ed 
themselves,  like  the  fallen  angels,  they  ep^ 
deavoured  to  involve  as  many  as  they  could 
in  their  guilt.     They  noticed  likewise  visible 
disasters    and    curses    falling    upon    their 
persons  and  families,  yea,  upon  all  such 
who  were  active  in  bringing  in  prelates  to 
this  church.    They  believed  firmly,  that  as 
the  branch  leads  to  the  root,  so  episcopacy 
brought  in  popery;  and  therefore  bishops,  by 
Scotsmen,  generally  speaking,  were  looked 
upon  as  the  pope's  harbingers.    Upon  all 
those  accounts,  founded  upon  feeling  and 
experience,  the  body  of  the  people  in  Scot- 
land were  very  much  against  their  re-intro- 
duction. 

Upon  the  other  hand,  some  of  our  noble- 
men were  as  heartily  for  them.  When  our 
noblemen  and  Mr.  Sharp  were  at  court, 
and  had  the  church  government  in  Scotland 
imder  their  consideration,  the  commissioner 
and  chancellor  were  resolute  for  bishops,  as 
what  would  please  the  king,  or  at  least 
some  people  about  him,  whose  favour  they 
needed.  Lauderdale  secretary-,  Crawford 
treasurer,  and  duke  Hamilton  for  some  tiiue 
opposed  them.  The  secretary  with  some 
wannth  urged,  tliat  the  introduction  of 
bishops  will  evidently  lose  to  the  king,  the 
sifiections  of  the  best  of  liis  subjects  in 
Scotland ;  and  bishops  would  be  so  fur  from 
enlarging  the  king's  power,  that  they  would 
prove  a  luirdcn  upon  it.  Both  which 
accordingly  came  to  pass.  Thase  debutes, 
I  am  told,  continued  some  days,  and  it  was 
here  t}ie  foundation   of  discord  was   hiid 
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betwixt  MiddletOD  and  LAudcrdale,  whirli 
issued  in  the  ruia  of  the  first.     At  leagtii 
Lauderdale  yielded  to  the  current  that  «u« 
against  him,  and  his  niaster'a  alleged  incli- 
nations.   A  little  thereafter,  the  chancellor, 
in  B  conversation  with  Lauderdale,  desircti 
him  not  to  mistake  his  conduct  in  tha: 
aflair,  for  indeed  he  was  not  for  lordh 
inflates,  such  as  had  been   in    Scodanti 
formerly,  but  only  for    a    limited,  lober. 
moderate  episcopacy.    The  aecretaiy,  it  l« 
said,  replied,  "  My  lord,  since  jroa  are  for 
iMshops,  and  must  have  them,  faiahops  ^'ou 
shall  have,  and  higher  than  ever  they  were  in 
Scotland,  and  that  you  will  find.**    And  in- 
deed he  felt  it  more  than  once  in  a  few  ymn. 
The  reasons  inducing  the  courtiers  to  be 
so  much  for  episcopacy,  after  their  declara- 
tions  and   engagements   against   it,  were 
many.    They  found  it  necessary  to  gratily 
the  pre\'ailing  party  at  this  time  in  Ei^laod, 
who  jprere  hi^iers  in  this  matter;  and 
since  the  union  of  the  two  crowns,  the  pnv 
vailing  party  in  England  had  a  vast  influence 
upon  our  managers  in  Scotland.    It  wa> 
well  known,  that  prelates  in  Scotland  haJ 
never  been  reprovers  of  great  men,  do  what 
they  would;  their  only  sting  was  agahbt 
prcsbyterians,  and  they  had  the  discretivii 
to  overlook  courtxere*  fiiults,  and  were  no 
way  so  strict  as  presbyterians.    The  first 
article  of  their  creed  was  nonresistancr, 
j  and  their  constant  doctrine,  that  kings  cou(«l 
I  do  no  wrong ;  ignorantly  or  wilfully  mis- 
taking that  hrocard  of  the  law,  as  if  the 
meaning  were,  that  nothing  a  king  does  b  to 
be  reckoned  wrong ;  whereas  the  true  sense 
of  it  is,  that  jure  he  can  do  no  wrong,  that  is, 
even  the  prerogative  does  not  impower  him 
to  do  wrong,  nor  can  excuse  him  when  he 
hath  done  it,  and  much  less  justify  him. 
They  were  the  best  tools  that  could  be  for 
arbitrary  government;   the  king  was  still 
sure  of  the  bishops'  vote  in  parliament  in 
all  ordinary  cases :  and  it  was  well  known 
they  would  quickly  plant  the  church  widi  s 
set  of  ministers,  who  would  instil  principlei 
of  unbounded   loyalty  into  their   j-eofJc, 
till  they  were  first  made  slaves,  and  then 
beggars.    All  of  them  were  for  the  kiii^V 
ab:Mjliite  illimitable  power,  and  some  for  iiis 
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nniversal  propttly,  «id  milking  him  master 
of  the  pteplo^s  putve,  without  the  tronble 
ofcalliiig  pariiaments.  * 

When  I  am  ghteg  'some  account  of  the 
inngn  of  this  dismal  altaration  made  in  the 


*  These  olisemitjoiu  seem  to  have  b«en  copied 
(Imoiit  TerlMtiiii  froui  Kirkton,  thouf  h  they  are 
i  Hfttfe  •ftftaMd,  eqiecUly  when  <he  klnf  !■ 
nyft»*^"*^i  Wodrowy  tbongh  he  was  exceedingly 
ioyal  hiiBMlf,  beiof  proUibly  ashamed  of  the 
■naeleia  srrvUHy  <h  the  presbyterians  of  this 

Siodr  <«  !>•  king***  savs  Kirkton,  "  eren  as  his 
her,  was  resolute  for  bishops,  notwithstanding 
hb  oatbta  the  toatnrf,  he  knew  well  bishops 
ifiiuW  BCTcr  be  reprorers  of  the  conrty  and  the 
Int  article  of  their  catechism  was  nonreslstance. 
Ihexwtare  menof  thatdbcretion  as  to  dissemble 
peak  minims  &ults»  and  not  so  severa  as  the 
prcabyterians.  They  were  the  best  tools  for 
tyianny  in  the  world;  for  doe  a  king  what  he 
— ulil,  their  daily  Instruction  was  kuigs  eould 
dec  no  wrong,  and  that  none  might  put  forth  a 
hand  aflunst  the  Lord's  anointed  and  be  inno- 
Qiafi.  xhe  khig  knew  also  be  oeuld  be  sure  of 
their  vote  in  parliament,  desire  wliat  he  would, 
tod  that  they  would  plant  a  set  of  ministers 
which  mlcht  Instil  principles  of  loyalty  into  the 
people^  till  thay  turned  them  first  slaves,  then 
beggars.  They  were  all  for  the  kind's  alMolute 
pewBTy  and  mgat  oJP  them  for  the  nmversal  pro- 
priilrt  and  la  make  the  people  belieTe  the  king 
was  lord  of  all  their  goods,  without  consent  of 
paribment ;  and  for  niese  reasons,  and  such  as 
thm^  they  ware  so  much  the  darlings  of  our 
kSngi^  that  king  James  was  wont  to  say,  *  no 
bfaiop  no  king,^so  bishops  the  king  would  haye 
at  any  rate.  Meantime  the  king's  character 
■teod  ao  high  in  the  opinion  and  idolatrous 
sflSsctfons  or  the  miserable  people  of  Scotland, 
thMia  atuui  mioht  more  safely  have  blasphemed 
Jcsua  Christy  than  derogate  in  the  least  from  the 
riery  of  his  perfections.  People  would  never 
Mliava  ha  was  Co  introduce  bishops  till  they  were 
■H^  in  their  seats ;  and  there  was  a  certain 
■an  had  his  tonfue  bored  for  saying  the  duke  of 
TM:  waa  a  papist,  whldi  the  priests  at  London 
vmi\f\  aot  believe  upon  hie  coronatioa  day ;  and 
ttiat  day  he  went  first  to  mass,  fourteen  of  them 
ilaiaBd  fbr  their  text  Psalm  exvill.  ft.  making 
Uaii  the  oonier-etone  of  the  protestant  religion. 
Aa  far  Charles,  many  a  time  did  the  ministers 
if  ^Scotland,  and  even  many  godly  men  among 
kmait  give  tlieLord  hearty  thanlcs  that  wee  had 
igirw:iou8  protestant  king,  though  within  a  few . 
mrm  ha  pablished  it  to  the  world  that  he  lived 
I  aeciat  papist  all  his  ]ifo»  and  died  a  nrofessed 
■a  wUb  the  hostie  in  his  mouth.  Alace  that 
he  world  should  be  so  lenorant  of  that  which 
them  so  mvoh  r— Kirkton's  History 
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The  illustrations  which  these  passages  afiord 
f  Oe  loyalty  of  the  prsdbyterhins,  sbould  go 
IT  leflhnt  the  moaths  of  those  who  parpetualiy 
sil  agunst  the  covenantern,  on  account  of  their 
ehclHoae  and  democratitnd  spirit.  The  foets  of 
he  owe  are  precisely  the  reverse;  the  presby. 
erians  entertained  the  justcvt  sentiments  on  the 
nlject  of  civil  obedience;  and  If  they  are  to  be 
lamed  at  all  on  this  head,  it  is  because  they 
arried  their  attachment  tti  monarchy  aud  to 
.'harleis  to  a  quentionabh  extfSH. — AV. 


church  of  Scotland,  I  think  it 
proper  to  fatsert  hare  the  senti- 
ments of  that  truly  great  man  Mr.  Rc»bert 
Douglas,  wha,  for  his  prudence,  soltittty, 
and  reach,  was  equalled  by  veiy  fow  in 
his  time;  and  he  had  occarion  to  know 
the  inmost  springs  of  this  graaft  turn,  and 
therefore  I  wiU  give  the  reader  a  pretty 
laige  extract  from  an  original  paper  of 
his,  entitled,  ''A  brief  Narration  of  the 
coming  in  of  I^^tocy  to  this  KWc,'*  com- 
municated to  me  by  his  worthy  son;  and 
that  in  his  own  words.  I  choose  rather 
to  msert  it  here  than  m  the  appendix, 
because  it  contains  several  particulars  relat- 
ing to  the  history  of  this  turn,  whkh  I 
might  have  insert  in  their  own  places 
before,  but  diought  it  better  to  leave  them 
altogether  to  this  place. 

"  By  the  mercy  of  God  prelacy  was  re- 
jected by  our  kirk,  yea,  all  nnhs  of  persons, 
from  the  lughcst  to  the  lowest,  were  solemnly 
bound  to  extirpate  it,  and  never  to  assume 
it  again ;  all  judicatories  civil  and  eccleo- 
astic  were  bound,  and  every  person  en- 
gaged by  oath ;  and  tiiis  kirfc  waft  free  of 
it  by  the  space  of  twenty-two  years  and 
more.  We  were  certain  years  indeed  under 
the  tyranny  of  usurpers;  yet  at  that  time 
we  had  the  liberty  of  preaching,  and  meeting 
in  our  kirk  judicatories  without  interruptidn, 
save  in  so  far  as  interruption  was  made  to 
the  assembly,  occasioned  by  our  ownselves, 
upon  design  to  have  power  in  their  hands. 

"  During  this  time  of  our  bondage^  the 
whole  nation  lying  under  their  feet,  yea,  a 
great  many  taking  the  tender,  renouncing 
the  king  and  his  fimiily,  and  all  the  rest 
under  the  power  of  the  enemy's  sword,  our 
king  in  a  banished  concfition,  none  to  act 
for  him,  or  serve  him,  only  not  joinii^  with 
the  usurper,  yet  not  able  to  do  any  thing 
for  the  king,  but  to  pray,  and  hold  up  his 
condition  to  God. 

**  It  was  maliciously  asserted,  that  we  left 
off  pmying  for  him :  the  truth  of  tWs  is,  the 
ministers  who  all  stood  for  the  king  and  his 
government,  did  never  leave  off  praying  for 
him,  till  they  acquainted  him  by  letters,  and 
had  advice  what  to  do.  The  return  of  onr 
letter  came,  showing  that  it  was  meet  t(> 
forbear  (ot  a  U\i\e,  \W\.  'v^  w\\^\  \s^  ^^ 
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.^.  better  in  case  to  keep  up  his  inter- 
est in  the  hearts  of  his  people- 
After  this  it  was  resolved  among  us  to  for- 
bear naming  him  publicly  in  our  prayers ; 
yety  notwithstanchng  of  that,  the  prayers  of 
ministers  were  so  plain  for  the  king's  interest, 
that  the  usurpers  themselves  confessed  it 
had  been  better  to  suffer  us  to  name  him, 
than  pray  as  we  did,  for  it  kept  up  affec- 
tion for  him  in  the  hearts  of  the  people. 
Yea,  we  prayed  longer  for  the  king  by 
name,  than  any  did  appear  to  fight  for 
him;  all  arms  were  laid  aside,  and  no 
risible  opposition  in  all  the  three  king- 
doms; and  as  long  as  any  party  appeared 
for  him  in  Ireland,  we  prayed  and  named 

him  king. 

••  When  all  had  left  the  king,  we  never  com- 
plied with  the  usurper  against  his  interests, 
as  many  did,  who  nevertheless  are  counted 
very  loyal,  because  they  can  comply  vrith  all 
times  and  changes. 

**  Thus  matters  continued,  till  God  suffered 
divisions  to  fall  in  among  the  chief  captains 
of  the  usurpation.  Monk  and  Lambert. 
The  last  brought  his  forces  towards  New- 
castle, and  Monk  marched  from  Edinburgh 
to  meet  him,  but  was  hindered  by  some  ar- 
ticles offered  him  by  those  in  power,  which 
made  him  retire,  having  a  purpose  to  sub- 
scribe. At  this  time  no  man  appeared: 
(livers  noblemen  dealt  with  me  to  go  and 
speak  with  Monk,  which  I  did  early  in  the 
morning,  before  his  officers  met  to  agree 
upon  the  articles.  By  the  blessing  of  God, 
speaking  with  him  succeeded,  and  he  resolv- 
ed to  march,  and  not  retiun.  It  is  true,  I 
knew  he  hud  no  great  inclination  to  bring 
home  the  king ;  but  I  was  persuaded,  that  if 
they  were  divided,  it  would  occasion  at  last 
the  king's  bringing  home. 

"  Monk  went  to  London,  and  Lambert's 
forces  evanished.  When  he  came  to  Lon- 
don he  dwcovered  his  averseness  to  bring 
home  the  king ;  only  the  people  desired  it, 
and  a  letter  was  ^^-rit  to  him  from  Scotland, 
pressing  him  to  fall  in  with  every  body's  do- 
sires,  which  were  so  earnest,  that  it  was 
thought  a  cull  from  God.  The  return  to 
this  letter  declared  his  averseness  from  the 
thing, 

*'  At  that  furif,  tijc  bc^t  uflvtteA  *m  \tc- 
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land  had  sent  letters,  requiring  us  to  be  steil- 
fast  to  the  king,  and  pramisiiig  all  asnstance. 
These  I  showed  to  the  chief  in  this  land,  and 
wrote  another  letter  to  SDonk,  requestiiighiin 
to  undertake  for  the  king,  and  if  he  did  it  not 
that  it  would  be  done  to  his  hand ;  but  I  did 
not  write  by  whom.     Whatever  was  his 
averseness,  God  overruled  him  and  othen 
there,  so  that,  upon  some  discontentment 
general  Monk  met  with»  he  inclined  to  be 
for  the  king. 

**  The  parliament  of  England  meeting, 
when  Scotland  might  call  neither  parliamfnt 
nor  meeting,  being  under  the  feet  of  the 
usurpers,  some  king's  men  from  Scotland  did 
write  to  that  parliament,  before  they  had 
resolved  to  call  the  king,  dealing  earnestly 
for  king  and  covenant ;  and  a  paper,  entitled, 
The  Judgment  of  sober-minded  men  in 
Scotland,  was  sent  up,  (as  hath  been  noticed 
in  the  Introduction ;  and  the  paper  is  iD* 
serted  there.) 

"  Now  all  being  ready  to  call  in  the  kii^ 
all  the  wellwishers  to  the  king  and  kirk 
wished  that  he  might  come  in  upon  the 
terms  of  the  covenant ;  but  the  English  who 
had  a  hand  in  his  coming  home,  would  have 
him  brought  in  without  conditions  and  Unii- 
tations,  giving  out  that  he  would  satisfy  all 
his  subjects  in  their  desires. 

"  Our  Scotsmen,  not  being  a  free  natioQ 
at  this  time,  did  not  much  meddle  in  any 
messages  to  the  king.  Mr.  Sharp,  at  thb 
time  at  London,  is  pitched  upon,  at  the 
charges  of  honest  men,  to  go  to  the  king 
with  letters  from  presbyterian  ministen 
here ;  and  Monk  was  writ  to,  that  he  migbt 
have  liberty  and  a  free  passage  to  the 
king.  He  went,  delivered  our  letters,  and 
wrote  back  the  king's  gracious  reception 
of  our  letters,  assuring  us  of  a  satisfactory 
answer. 

"  Uj)on  this  we  wrote  a  letter  to  our 
brethren  in  London,  that  we  were  assured 
of  tlicir  stcdfastness,  and  gave  them  our  ad- 
vice then  to  care  for  the  presbyterian  inter- 
est, when  the  king  came  to  London ;  which 
was  delivered  by  a  person  of  quality.  Sharp 
not  beinsr  returned.  From  time  to  time  he 
wrote,  that  wc  needed  not  doubt  of  the 
king^s  favour  to  our  presbyterian  govern- 
\ii\c.x\\.. 


' 
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*  Hie  Idqg  WM  brou^t  home  with  joy, 
ind  if  bis  majesty  had  kept  his  cove- 
Dant  eDgageincnts,  he  had  been  the  hap- 
piest king  that  ever  reigned  since  the 
days  o€  Christ:  but  this  was  marred  by 
the  liberty  episcopal  men  took,  and  the 
parliament's  inclination  to  bring  in  bishops 
or  prelates,  which  saddened  the  hearts 
of  many,  and  prelotical  government  was 
tfitablishcd  in  England. 

**  Meanwhile,  we  >%Tote  exhortations  to 
our  brethren  in  England  to  btcdfostness ; 
and  Mr.  Sharp  wrote  to  us,  that  bishops 
would  be  set  up  in  England,  but  we  needed 
not  fear  episcopal  government  in  Scotland, 
since  the  king  had  given  assurances  to  the 
contrary ;  and  he  did  earnestly  entreat,  that 
we  would  not  meddle  with  England,  for  it 
would  be  provoking,  and  it  were  enough  to 
have  our  own  government  settled :  but  we 
did  not  believe,  if  episcopal  goyemment  were 
settled  in  England,  we  could  be  free  of  the 
temptation  of  it  now,  more  than  in  former 
times. 

**  The  king,  to  give  us  assurance,  wrote  a 
letter  to  the  presbytery  of  Edinburgh,  which 
was  communicated  to  other  presbyteries: 
and  the  most  part  of  presbyteries  and  synods 
made  a  return,  expressing  their  thankfulness 
for  his  majesty's  favour  to  the  established 
government  of  presbytery.  It  was  said,  that 
Sharp  alleged  the  letter  spoke  of  the  govem- 
Bient  settled  by  law,  which  was  episcopal. 
Indeed  this  was  objected  to  some  of  us  min. 
itters  of  Edinburgh;  but  it  was  clearly 
ihown,  that  the  king's  letter  could  have  no 
other  meaning  than  the  present  presbyteiial 
government,  because  it  mentions  good  ser- 
vices done  by  presbyterians,  and  the  general 
Msembly  at  St.  Andrews  countenanced  by 
his  majesty's  commissioner,  and  ailcrward 
by  himself.  And  it  was  told  thcni,  to  give 
another  meaning,  was  an  intolerable  reflec- 
tion upon  hb  majesty's  honour  and  reputa- 
tion. 

**  Besides  those  letters  from  Sharp,  giving 
assurance  of  no  change  with  us,  when  he 
came  down,  he  dealt  with  all  not  to  meddle 
with  the  government  in  England,  seeing  our 
own  was  made  sure. 

**  When  the  parliament  met,  Middlcton 
lent  for  nic  at  his  coming,  telling  me  the 
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king  had  commanded  him  to  do 
so.  We  spoke  at  large  aliout 
the  condition  of  our  kirk ;  and  I  told  hini 
my  mind  freely,  if  the  king  would  mit 
break  the  co\'enant,  nor  alter  our  govern- 
ment, I  could  assure  him  his  majesty  would 
get  as  much  as  his  heart  could  wish,  with 
the  affections  and  love  of  ail  the  people ; 
but  many  inconveniences  would  follow,  if 
there  were  a  change  of  government;  for 
prelates  never  yet  proved  profitable  to  kirk 
or  commonwealth.  He  assured  me,  and  1 
think  it  was  one,  he  had  no  instructions  for 
the  change  of  the  government,  and  we  were 
stiU  borne  in  hand  that  there  would  be  no 
change. 

"  In  the  meantime  Sharp  fearing  suppli- 
cations, dealt  earnestly  there  should  be  none; 
but  finding  himself  disappointed,  he  caused 
the  commissioner  send  for  some  of  us.  The 
commissioner,  chancellor,  and  some  others 
|jresent,  did  allege,  that  the  king*s  letter  did 
not  bear  any  thing  of  presbyterian  government 
settled,  but  the  government  settled  by  law, 
wldch  was  episcopal.  The  answer  to  tliLs 
was  what  I  told  already,  that  it  could  have 
no  other  meaning ;  and  most  part  of  the 
church  had  returned  answer  according  to 
that  meaning.  Always  we  were  still  borne 
in  hand,  that  there  was  no  warrant  from  the 
king  for  this  change. 

**  And  upon  this  the  presbytery  of  Edin- 
burgh was  dissolved  without  doing  any  thing. 
Yet  in  the  afternoon,  hearing  they  were 
upon  a  rescissory  act  in   the  articles,  the 
presbytery  were  convened,  and  that  same 
day  the  supplication  was  read,  and  approvcii 
by  all  present,  ministers  and  ruling  ciders, 
for  keeping  the   covenant  and  presbytcrial 
government.     This  was  sent  to  the  com- 
missioner by  Mr.  John   Smith,    and   Mr. 
Robert  Lawrie  ministers  of  Edinburgh,  and 
Mr.  Peter  Blair  minister  of  the  West  Kirk. 
They  went  to  the   commissioner  and  de- 
livered  it,  but  he  in  wrath  rejected  it.    And 
afler  that,  the  parliament  passed  the  act 
rescissory  of  all  that  was  in  fiivours  of  the 
covenant,  or  presbyteri:d  government.     So 
here  was  a  deed  wherein  a  covenant  kirk 
government,  solemnly  settled  in  the  land,  is 
solenmlv  broken;   a  covenant  taken  before 
(«hI,  men,  ai\d  vluvlcW,  bxv^V.Q\\  V«.^t  <\^^ 
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men  a  'd  angels :  this  was  the  day 
of  the  teginning  of  our  sorrow,  by 
breaking  covenant,  and  dissolving  govern- 
ment; and  it  was  known  that  the  king's  con- 
sent was  given  after  that  act  was  passed. 

**  A  little  after  bishops  were  brought  in, 
and  Sharp  and  others  sent  for  to  receive 
new  ordination,  that  the  presbyterian  stamp 
might  be  abolished,  and  a  new  prelatical 
stamp  taken  on.  Our  kingdom  lately  held 
of  usurpers,  now  our  kirk  must  hold  of  an 
usurping  kirk.  Those  are  the  men.  Sharp, 
Fairfow],  Lightoun,  and  Hamilton,  that  be- 
trayed the  liboties  of  the  kirk  of  Christ  in 
Scotland. 

*'  Sharp  came  to  me  before  he  went  to 
London,  and  I  told  him,  the  curse  of  God 
would  be  on  him  for  his  treacherous  dealing. 
And  that  I  may  speak  my  heart  of  this 
Sharp,  I  profess  I  did  no  more  suspect  him 
in  reference  to  prelacy,  than  I  did  myself." 
What  follows  I  have  formerly  given  in  the 
Introduction,  p.  24th,  and  then  Mr.  Douglas 
goes  on. 

"  I  profess  I  blame  not  the  king,  for  he 
was  not  well  acquainted  with  our  govern- 
ment ;  and  for  any  acquaintance  he  had,  he 
met  with  some  hasty  dealing :  but  oiu*  evil 
proceeded  from  ourselves ;  some  noblemen 
thinking  to  make  themselves  great  by  that 
way,  were  very  instrumental  in  the  change, 
and  being  wearied  of  Christ's  yoke,  they 
promised  unto  themselves  liberty,  they  them- 
selves becoming  servants  of  corruption.  They 
thought  they  would  have  more  liberty  under 
that  loose  government,  than  under  presby- 
tery, which  put  too  great  a  restraint  upon 
their  vices.  And  with  them  were  ministers 
who  loved  the  world,  especially  that  Sharp, 
who,  as  Peter  speaks,  2  Epistle  iL  15.  *  He 
went  astray,  following  the  ways  of  Balaam 
who  loved  the  wages  of  unrighteousness.' 
Yea,  he  was  in  a  worse  state  than  Balaam, 
for  God  restrained  Balaam,  so  that  he  con- 
fessed he  durst  not,  for  a  house  fiill  of  gold, 
wrong  God's  people:  but  God  put  no  re- 
straint on  that  covetous  person;  but  he 
cursed  whom  God  blesseth,  and  he  betrayed 
the  people  of  God  for  promotion  and  gain. 
Tliat  of  the  apostle  is  verified  in  him. 
*  The  Jove  of  money  is  the  root  of  all  evil, 
which  some  having  covete<l  after, have  taWeiv 


from  the  faith,  and  pierced  themadtts  through 
¥dth  many  sorrows.* 

**  Yet  we  must  not  look  on  this  man  as 
alone  guilty ;  he  was  the  chief  apostate  and 
prime  leader  to  this  wicked  oourie,  but 
others  are  guilty,  even  all  who  fc^owed  his 
vices,  makii^  the  truth  of  God  to  be  e?il 
spoken  of.  God  himself  will  be  avenged 
upon  them,  for  th^  dealt  treeofaerously  m 
his  covenant. 

**  And  that  I  may  further  firee  the  king's 
majesty  of  this  thing,  whatever  his  opinkm 
might  be  of  episcopal  government,  and  hii 
wish  and  ardent  desires  to  have  it,  yet  be 
was  sparing  to  impose  it  in  this  kingdom,  u 
is  evident  by  this  one  thing. 

**  When  we  heard  the  king  was  dealt  widi 
to  set  up  bishops  in  Scotland,  we  did  write 
a  letter  to  the  secretary  to  be  communicate 
to  his  majesty,  signed  by  five  of  our  hand^ 
persuading  him  that  they  were  very  coo- 
siderable  who  were  against  prelacy,  if  be 
would  take  the  trial  of  it  by  a  genenl 
assembly ;  and  told  him,  if  he  made  a  change 
in  the  government,  his  majesty  would  be 
forced  to  trouble  the  best  men,  who  were 
his  best  friends  in  his  low  estate,  men  who 
had  all  due  respects  towards  him,  and  were 
most  loyal,  only  they  could  not  in  conscience 
admit  of  the  prelatical  government,  as  being 
against  the  mind  of  Christ,  and  their  own 
engagements,  I  know  that  when  this  letter 
was  read  in  the  Scots  council,  his  majesty 
was  at  a  stand :  but  those  noblemen,  with 
Sharp,  did  bear  in  upon  him,  that  it  was  the 
desire  of  his  nobles,  and  the  generality  of 
the  kingdom,  and  only  a  few  inconsiderable 
persons  against  it. 

"  All  this  being  done,  wc  must  have  epis- 
copacy; and  prelates  are  set  up  by  the 
ordination  of  bishops  of  another  nation. 
Thus  I  have  brought  those  men  to  the  chair 
of  worldly  estate.  I  must  in  the  next  pUce 
show  you  what  means  were  used  to  keep 
them  in  the  chair."  Mr.  Douglas  goes  on 
to  narrate  the  several  acts  of  council  made 
this  and  the  next  year,  and  to  make  reflec- 
tions upon  their  unaccountabieness.  In  our 
progress  we  will  meet  with  those  acts  of 
council,  and  I  shall  take  notice  of  any  thing 
needful  from  his  remarks,  as  I  go  through 
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We  have  fteen  the  parliament  putting  the   must  think  the  king  had  no  great    |^. 

whole  power,  as    to  church   affitirs,  into    mind  to  know  what  was  satisfying  to 

theking*8hands,by  their  16th  act,  which  was    his  subjects,  when  he  so  peremptorily  dis- 

passed  March  29th.    I  have  formerly  made    charges  all  application  to  him ;  certainly  he 

remarks  upon  that  act,  and  it  is  really  of  an    was  already  determined  what  to  do,  to  what- 

odd  tenor,  for  it  is  only  declaratory,  that    ever  side  his  subjects'  inclination  ran.  There 

the  king  resolves,  and  will  do,  as-  in  the  ac»  '  is  another  piece  of  the  proclamation  I  cannot 

and  particularly  settle  the  government  as  he  -  easily  knit  together.   The  king  allows  synods, 

finds  most  agreeable  to  scripture  and  mon-   presbyteries,  and  sessions  to  meet  for  the 

archy.     The  parliament  does  not  desire  or    present,  and    yet   peremptorily  discharges 

empower  the  king  to  do  so,  but  only  consent    them  to  meddle  with  the  public  government 

to  his  declarations,  that  he  will  do  so :  so  ;  of  the  church  any  way,  particularly  by  peti- 

that  I  really  know  not  what  foot  the  intro-   tioning.    Here  Mr.  Doit^las  remarks,  "  that 

duction  jf  episcopacy  stands  upon  by  this  i  the  like  has  not  been  heard,  that  subjects 

act.    The  king  declares  what  he  is  to  do,  >  should    be    debarred    from    showing,  their 

declares  so  with  advice  and  consent  of  par-  '  grievances  to  competent  judicatories,  to  be 

liament ;  but  I  do  not  see  that  the  parlia-  I  redressed.     This  way  the  king  was  to  be 

ment  can  be  said  either  to  empower  him  to  .  kept  from   information,  and  the  managers 

make  this  change,  or  do  it  themselves.     In-  ■  were    without  control,    and    honest    men 

deed  next  session  they   actually  put    all  |  were  borne  down  without  remedy."     It  is 

church  power  in  his  hand,  after  episcopacy  '  plain,  that  the  freedom  of  addressing  and 

is  settled  by  the  council,  in  pursuance  of  the    petitioning  the  sovereign  is  never  discharged. 


king's  letters  to  them  :  but  still  prelacy  does 
not  appear  a  proper  parliamentar}'  settle- 
ment in  Scotland,  but  a  mere  act  of  the 
king's  assumed  power.  But  I  shall  leave 
this  to  the  gentlemen  skilled  in  law. 
The  king,  by  this  power  which  he  is 


but  when  some  scandalous  and  unhappy 
measures  are  concerting  to  enslave  them, 
in  which  no  interruption  is  desired. 

The  allowance  in  the  proclamation  for 
synods,  &c.,  to  meet  and  act,  was  a  mere 
jest.     It  was  well  enough  known   synods 


pleased  in  parliament  to  declare  he  hath,   did  not  now  meet,  and  before  their  ordinary 
emits  a  proclamation    concerning    church    time  of  meeting  in  October,  care  was  taken 


affiiirs,  June  10th,  even  when  the  parliament  about  them.  By  this  proclamation  the 
is  sitting,  which  I  have  annexed  in  a  former  !  church  government  is  brought  entirely  to 
part  of  the  work.*  And  there,  after  nar-  \  depend  upon  the  royal  supremacy,  by  virtue 
rating  the  foresaid  act,  is  graciously  pleased  |  of  which  the  king  is  pleased  to  allow  judi- 
to  declare  his  acceptance  of  the  parliament's  catories  to  meet.  However,  ministers  did 
daty  and  afiection,  in  consenting,  as  I  take  !  not  reckon  themselves  bound  to  regard  this 
it,  to  his  own  declaration  of  his  power;  and  ;  procedure,  but  went  on  in  their  ordinary 
that  he  puiposes  to  settle  the  government  j  work ;  this  being  a  plain  force  put  upon 
•>f  the  church,  as  he  sees  good;  and  dis-  !  them,  which,  as  they  did  not  approve,  so  . 
charges  all  petitions  to  him  with  relation  they  could  not  help, 
to  this.  Thus  matters  stood  till  the  parliament 

To  me  there  appears  a  very  remarkable    was  up.    We  have  heard  of  the  dclmtes  at 


iaconustency  in  this  proclamation.    It  is 
promised,  the  government  of  the  church 


London,  about  a  new  settlement  in  this 
church.     I  am  told  they  were  not  like  to 


shall  be  settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  |  have  ended  peaceably,  had  not  the  king, 
kingdom :  and  yet  a  few  lines  after,  all  !  pushed  forward  by  Mr.  Sharp  and  his  sup- 
mbjects,  ministers,  or  others  are  dischai^d    porters  in  England,  interposed,  and  signified. 


to  meddle  with    the    government  of  the 
church,  or  address  him  thereanent.    One 


he  would  not  reckon  them  his  friends  who 
were  not  for  establishing  prelacy  in  Scot- 
land.   After  this  there  was  no  more  reason- 
;  ing;  the  king's  friends,  they  all  resolved  to 


See  p.ifp^  Ijl.  be  .U  ;\\\  \\'«\7\\v<\s. 
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lAfii  Upon  the  last  of  August,  the  carls 
of  Glencaim  and  Rothes,  with  Mr. 
Sharp,  returned  from  court,  and  the  next 
council  day,  September  dth,  after  the  earl  of 
Dumfries  and  Sir  Robert  Murray  had  been 
admitted  counsellors,  the  lord  chancellor  pre- 
sented a  letter  from  his  majesty,  for  estab- 
lishing of  the  church  government  in  Scot- 
land; which  was  read,  the  tenor  whereof 
follows. 

«  Charles  R. 

^  Right  trusty  and  well  beloved  cousins 
and  counsellors,  we  greet  you  well.  Whereas 
in  the  month  of  August,  1660,  we  did,  by 
oiu"  letter  to  the  presbytery  of  Edinburgh, 
declare  our  purpose  to  maintmn  the  govern- 
ment of  the  church  of  Scotland  settled  by 
law ;  end  our  parliament  having  since  that 
time,  not  only  rescinded  all  the  acts  since 
the  troubles  began,  refiaring  to  that  govern- 
ment, but  also  declared  all  those  pretended 
parliaments  null  and  void,  and  left  to  us 
the  settling  and  securing  of  chitfch  govern- 
ment: therefore,  in  compliance  with  that 
act  rescissory,  according  to  our  late  procla^ 
madon  dated  at  Whitehall  the  10th  of 
June,  and  in  contemplation  of  the  incon- 
veniences from  the  chivch  government  as 
it  hath  been  exercised  these  23  years  past, 
of  the  unsuitablcncss  thereof  to  our  mon- 
archical estate,  of  the  sadly  experienced 
confusions  which  have  been  caused  during 
the  late  troubles  by  the  violences  done  to 
our  royal  prerogative,  and  to  the  govern- 
ment civil  and  ecclesiastical,  settled  by  un- 
questionable authority,  we,  from  our  respect 
to  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  and 
interest  of  the  protestant  religion,  from  our 
pious  care  and  princely  zeal  for  the  order, 
unity,  peace,  and  stability  of  that  church, 
and  its  better  harmony  with  the  govern- 
ment of  the  churches  of  England  and  Ire- 
land, have,  after  mature  deliberation,  de- 
clared to  those  of  our  council  here,  our  firm 
resolution  to  interpose  our  royal  authority  for 
restoring  of  that  church  to  its  right  govern- 
ment by  bishops,  as  it  \vvls  by  law  before 
the  late  troubles,  during  the  reigns  of  our 
ro)'al  father  and  grandfather  of  blessed 
memory,  and  as  it  now  stands  settled  by 
law^    Of  this  our  royal  pleasure  concern' 
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mg  church  government  you  are  to  take 
notice,  and  to  make  intixnation  thereof  in 
such  a  way  and  manner  as  you  shall  jndge 
most  expedient  and  efifectuaL  And  «-e 
require  you,  and  eveiy  one  of  you,  and  do 
expect,  according  to  the  trust  and  confi- 
dence we  have  in  your  afiectioni  and  dotj 
to  our  service,  that  yon  will  be  careful  to 
use  your  best  endeavoura  for  curing  the 
distempers  contracted  during  those  late  eril 
times,  for  uniting  our  good  subjects  amoo^ 
themselves,  and  bringing  them  all  to  i 
cheeriul  acquiescing  and  obedience  to  our 
sovereign  authority,  which  we  will  empkif 
by  the  help  of  God  for  the  maintaining  and 
defending  the  true  reformed  religion,  in- 
crease of  piety,  and  the  settlement  sod 
security  of  that  church  in  her  rights  and 
liberties,  according  to  law  and  ancient  ca»- 
tom.  And  in  order  thereunto,  our  will  ii^ 
that  you  forthwith  take  such  course  with 
the  rents  belonging  to  the  several  bishoprics 
and  deaneries,  that  they  may  be  restored 
and  made  useful  to  the  chivch,  and  that 
according  to  justice  and  the  standing  bw. 
And  moreover  you  are  to  inhibit  the  asscsn- 
bling  of  ministers  in  their  several  synodinl 
meedngs  through  the  kingdom,  until  our 
further  pleasure,  and  to  keep  a  watchful  eye 
over  all  who,  upon  any  pretext  whatsoever, 
shall,  by  discoursing,  preaching,  reviling  or 
any  irregular  or  imlawful  way,  endearroor 
to  alienate  the  affections  of  our  people,  or 
dispose  them  to  an  ill  opinion  of  us  and 
our  government,  to  the  disturbance  of  the 
peace  of  the  kingdom.  So  expecting  your 
cheerful  obedience,  and  a  speedy  account 
of  yoiu*  proceedings  herein,  we  bid  yon 
heartily  farewell.  Given  at  our  court  at 
Whitehall,  August  14th,  1661,  and  of  our 
reign  the  13th  year.  By  his  majesty's 
command. 

"  Lauoekdale.** 


To  this  diet  of  the  council,  all  the  coun- 
sellors had  been  called  by  letters  from  the 
clerk  :  and  they  were  pretty  well  convened. 
After  reading  the  king's  letter,  the  derk  is 
ordered  to  draw  up  an  act  in  obedience 
thereunto,  to  be  proclaimed  and  made  known 
to  all  his  majesty's  lieges,  that  none  pretend 
\2;TvoT«i\c^.     KtcoT^xw^'^  ^e  clerk  preseata 


A 


aAP.  II.] 

e  draugbt  next  day,  Sqitember  6thy  and 
3  council  approve  it,  and  order  it  to  he 
inted  and  published ;  and  it  was  proclaim- 
over  the  Cross  with  great  solemnity,  by 
i  I  yon  king  at  arms,  with  all  the  trum- 
ts,  and  the  magistrates  of  Edinbuigh  in 
eir  robes.  The  proclamation  I  have  in- 
t  below.*  It  is  very  near  a  resuming  of 
e  letter  just  now  insert,  vdth  some  little 
enitions  in  form,  and  the  addition  of  the 
naity  of  present  imprisonment,  in  case  of 
lae.  And  in  making  remarks  upon  the 
aclamation  I  will  have  occasion  to  set  aU 
e  parts  of  the  letter  in  their  due  light. 
Tliis  letter,  act,  and  proclamation,  being 


*  Act  of  council  at  Edinbuiig^h,  the  6th  day 
September,  1661. 

The  lords  of  bis  migesty^s  privsr  councU, 
ring  considered  his  nujesty*s  letter,  of  the 
itf  at  Whitehall  the  fourteenth  day  of  August 
t,  bearing,  that  whereas  his  miyesty  by  liis 
tcr  to  the  presbjrtery  of  Edinburgh,  In  the 
nth  of  August,  one  thousand  six  hundred 
d  sixty  vearst,  declared  his  royal  purpose,  to 
ibitain  the  government  of  the  church  of  Scot- 
id  settled  by  law.  And  the  estates  of  parlia- 
!Dt  of  this  kingdom,  having  since  that  time, 
t  only  rescinded  all  the  acts  since  the  troubles 
{in,  relating  to  that  government,  but  also 
:lared  all  those  parliaments  null  and  void, 
Ting  to  his  majesty  the  settling  of  church 
rcmment :  therefore,  in  compliance  with  that 
;  reaciaiury,  and  in  pursuance  of  his  maji'sty's 
xlamation  <»f  the  tenth  of  June  last,  and  in 
itemplatioii  of  the  inoonveniencies  that  accom- 
aied  and  isisued  from  the  church  government, 
it  haih  been  exercised  these  twenty-three 
irs  past,  and  of  the  unsuitableness  thereof  to 
i  majedty's  mouarchical  estate,  and  of  the  sadly 
>eriencptl  confusiouH,  which  during  these 
t  troubles,  have  been  caused  by  the  Sciences 
le  to  his  majestv's  royal  prerogative,  and  to 
! government  civil  and  erclesiastiai],  established 
unquestionable  authority :  his  majesty,  having 
pect  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  and 
erentof  the  protestant  religion,  and  l>eing  zeal- 
I,  of  the  order,  unity,  peace,  and  stability  of  the 
irch  within  this  kingdom,  and  of  its  better 
*mony  with  the  government  of  the  churches 
England  and  Ireland,  hath  been  pleased,  after 
tuns  deliberation,  to  declare  unto  his  council, 
firm  resolution  to  interpose  his  royal  authority, 
restoring  of  this  church  to  its  right  govem- 
Dt  by  bishops,  as  it  was  by  law  before  the 
I  troubles,  during  the  reigns  of  his  miyesty's 
al  father  and  grundfuther  of  bleteied  memory, 
1  as  it  now  stands  settled  by  law,  and  that 
rents  belonging  to  the  several  bishoprics 
1  deaneries,  be  restored  and  made  useful  to  the 
irrh,  according  to  justice  and  the  standing 
r ;  have  therefore,  in  obndience  of,  and  coii- 
on  to  his  uiiije.'ity^s  royal  pleasure  nforesaid, 
ained,  and  by  these  presents  onlHin  the  lynn 
g  at  arras,  and  his  brethren,  heralds,  piirMii- 
its,  and  iiictfHpnifors  of  :irni)<,  to  ])r:ss  to  the 
rki;t-«:ros-*  nf  J'.JJnJ.nr^U    nu'l  uthw    roviJ 
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the  foundation  of  the  setting  up  of  .p^. 
episcopacy  in  Scotland  at  this  time, 
and   presbytery  having   only  lived    about 
two  months  under  the  shadow  of  the  ro^^al 
supremacy;  and  what  is  contained  in  the 
king's  letter  and  this  act  being  so  singular,  and 
of  such  importance,  the  reader  will  bear  with 
me  in  maldng  some  observes  upon  them,  and 
this  great  turn  in  church  affairs.    It  will  hav « 
been  already  observed,  that  the  parliamcn 
for  as  far  as  they  went,  yet  would  not  venture 
upon  the  direct  introduction  of  prelates  : 
this  might  have  had  inconvenicncies.     And 
tiU  once  matters  were  prepared  by  the  in- 
terposition of  the  king's  credit  and  authority  , 


boroughs  of  the  kingdom,  and  there  bv  open 
procJfunation,  to  make  publication  of  tliis  his 
majesty's  royal  pleasure,  tor  restoring  the  church 
of  this  kingdom  to  its  right  government  by 
bishops ;  and  in  his  mi^esty's  name,  to  require 
all  his  good  sutjects,  to  compose  th«mNelves  to  a 
cheerful  acquiescence  and  obedience  to  the  same, 
and  to  his  unity's  sovereign  authority  now 
exercised  within  this  kingdom.  And  that  none 
of  them  presume,  upon  any  pretence  whatsom- 
ever,  by  discoursing,  preaching,  reviling,  or  any 
irregular  and  unlawful  way,  the  eiidcavouring 
to  uienate  the  affections  oi  his  maiesty's  gooil 
subjects,  or  dispose  them  to  an  evil  opinion  of 
his  nu||esty  or  his  government,  or  to  the  disturb- 
ance ot  the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  and  to  inhibit 
and  discharge  the  assemblmg  of  ministers  in 
their  several  synodical  meetings,  until  his  ma- 
jesty's further  pleasure  therein  be  known :  com- 
manding hereby,  all  sheriffs,  bailies  of  balliaries, 
stewards  of  stewartries  and  their  deputes,  all 
Justices  of  peace,  and  magistrates  and  council 
of  boroughs,  and  all  other  public  ministers,  to  bo 
caref^  within  their  several  bounds  and  jurisdic- 
tions to  see  this  act  punctually  obeyed :  and  if 
they  shall  find  any  person  or  persons,  upim  any 

f pretexts  whatsomever,  by  discoursing,  preach- 
ng,  reviling,  or  otherwise,  as  aforesaid,  failing 
in  their  due  obedience  hereunto,  or  doing  any 
thing  in  the  contrary  thereof,  that  they  forthwith 
commit  them  to  orison,  till  his  majesty  s  privy 
council,  after  information  of  the  <ilfence,  give 
further  order  therein.  And  hereof,  the  sheriftV. 
and  others  aforementioned,  are  to  have  a  s])ecie.l 
care,  as  they  will  answer  upon  their  duty  and 
aUe^nre  to  his  majesty.  And  further,  thi^ 
lords  of  his  nu^ty's  privy  council  do  hereb  y 
inhibit  and  discharge  all  persons  liable  in  pay- 
ment of  any  of  the  rents  formerly  belonging  ti 
the  bishoprics  and  deaneries,  from  paying  ot  t  In. 
rents  of  tnis  present  year,  one  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  sixty-one  years,  or  in  time  coming,  or 
any  part  thereof,  to  any  person  whatMimever, 
until  they  receive  new  order  thereanent  from  hi;i 
m:ijesty  or  his  council:  and  ordain  these  pre- 
sents to  be  printed  and  published,  as  said  is,  that 
noue  may  pretend  ignorance  of  the  same. 
Extract,  per  mCf 
Pet.  WEDDr.RBURN,  CI.  Stic.  CouclUL 
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1601     ^  question  if  it  would  have  carried 
in  the  house. 

Now  we  have  a  plain  gloss  upon  the 
letter  to  the  presbytery  of  Edinburgh, 
which  indeed  the  text  cannot  bear  from 
which  it  appears  that  many  ministers  and 
others  were  shamefully  bubbled  by  that  trick 
of  Mr.  Sharp.  However  it  deserves  our 
notice,  that  in  the  resumption  of  that  letter 
at  this  time,  the  little  mighty  word  «,  upon 
which  so  much  weight  was  laid,  is  left  out, 
that  there  might  be  the  fairer  room  to  bring 
in  biiihops  upon  that  very  ground,  which  so 
many  took  to  be  an  assurance  given  against 
them. 

We  have  next  a  clear  view  here  of  the  real 
desdgn  of  the  act  rescissory,  passed  by  the  par- 
liament, as  we  have  seen,  to  unhinge  presby- 
tery, and  take  away  the  hedge  from  about  it, 
and  leave  it  to  Mr.  Sharp  and  his  associates, 
their  will.  And  by  Mr.  Sharp's  spite  agunst 
presbyterian  government  of  Christ's  institu- 
tion, and  his  ambition,  Scotsmen  must  be 
deprived  of  many  excellent  laws  about  civil 
things,  as  well  as  religious,  made  from  the 
(year)  1640  to  the  (year)  1651.  Indeed 
religion  and  civil  liberty  stand  and  fall 
together. 

It  appears  further  from  this  letter  and  pro- 
clamation, that  the  settlement  of  episcopacy 
in  Scotland  is  the  child  of  tlie  regal  8upre« 
macy,  one  of  the  first-fruits  of  absolute  and  lish  prelates  in  his  eye;  and  if  the  Vkd 
arbitrary  {)ower,  and  the  mere  cficct  of  royal  crowns  hod  not  been  to  be  united,  I  cannot 
plcosim*.  The  king  is  so  tender  of  this,  that !  help  thinking  he  would  have  continned  in 
he  neither  advises  with  his  council  in  this    his  first  and  justest  sentiments :  yea,  king 

Charles  I.  did  not  stifle  the  conviction  be 
had,  "  that  the  covenanters  were  his  beii 


prelacy  at  the  revolution,  by  a  king  and  psr- 
linment  jointly  acting,  and  m  the  fuUeat  free- 
dom. 

A  heap  indeed  of  alleged  grounds  for 
bringing  in  of  bishops  are  east  into  the  Id- 
ter  and  act,  which  nught  be  at  much  length 
exposed,  were  not  this  a  little  foreign  anu 
wearisome  in  a  histoiy.  The  inconvenieD- 
cies  accompanying  and  laauing  from  the  a- 
ercisc  of  church  government  these  twenty- 
three  years  past,  are  put  in  the  front;  In- 
conveniencics,  I  own,  is  a  softer  tenn  thsr 
I  expected  at  this  time ;  those  may,  and  do 
accompany  the  best  constitutions,  the  exer- 
cise of  just  power,  and  the  execution  of  the 
most  excellent  laws ;  what  they  were  I  dull 
not  affirm :  but  this  I  am  sure  of,  much  real 
piety,  conversion  of  multitudes,  a  signal 
bearing  down  of  prolaneness,  and  a  great  r^ 
formation  of  manners  accompanied  presby- 
tery in  the  interval  spoken  of,  to  the  obser- 
vation of  all  the  reformed  churches.  Fff- 
haps  some  people  now  might  reckon  tbex 
inconveniencie8,at  least  their  practice  seened 
to  speak  out  this. 

F^^sbytery,  though  never  named,  is  nest 
supposed  contrary  to  monarchy :  theiesHNis 
of  this  cry  have  in  part  been  already  notkxd. 
King  James  VL,  whose  apophthegm  seons 
here  pointed  at,  was  of  another  opinion,  till 
he  had  the  gaining  and  gratifying  the  £of^ 


matter,  nor  seeks  their  consent,  but  requires 
their  publishing  ofhb  pleasure  in  this  point; 
and  the  council  themselves  put  it  upon  this  |  friends,"  when  he  wrote  his  sentiments  tn 
foot,  and  lay  the  burden  ofl^  themselves  upon  I  his  queen,  without  any  bias,  and  lor  the 
the  king's  letter.  Episr()i)acy  was  still  thus 
brought  in  upon  us  in  this  church,  and  cram- 
med down  01U-  throat  in  Scotland,  not  from 
convincing  reasons,  or  pretext  of  di\inc 
right,  but  merely  as  the  sovereign's  will ; 
yea,  it  never  had  the  shadow  of  parliament- 
ary authority,   till  the  king's  honoiu'  was 


benefit  of  his  childrai :  and  since  the  revo- 
lution, as  the  prcsbyteriar.s,  by  their  un- 
shaken loyalty,  have  demonstrate  the  fidse- 
ness  of  this  calumny,  so  the  repented  ac- 
knowledgments of  the  consistency  of  their 
carriage  to  their  principles,  and  of  tiicir  ret! 
regard  to  our  limited  monarchy,  now  durini; 


once  pledged  and  engaged ;  which,  wc  may  four  reigns,  from  our  sovereigns  themsdve«, 
cosily  bdieve,  wont  very  far  af^eni-ords  in  ■  almost  every  year  to  our  assemblies,  do 
parliament,  with  such  who  had  no  principle,  I  abundantly  prove  the  same. 


and  as  little  concern  about  church  govem- 
nient :  and  our  episcopalians  have  the  less 


The  confusions  of  the  late  times,  and 
other  things  in  the  letter,  can  never  be 


i^rouml  to  object  against  the  throwing  out  ci\  ^V\OT%'e^\v^\v\!>\«fe^5\Knfl^  without 


CHAP.  11.3  Oh  THE  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND. 

the  greateit  impudence,  since  they  were  the 
(>n]y  body  in  the  three  kingdoms,  who  stood 
out  against  the  usurper;  and  their  loyalty 
since  the  reformation»  and  in  tlie  period 
here  spoken  o(  hath  been  lately  made 
evident  in  more  books  than  one,  and  fblly 
Youched. 

I  do  not  enter  upon  the  nxitives  made  up 


were  in  Mr.  Sharp's  first  draught,    ._. 
they  found  it  proper  to  drop  them. 

Pcrhai>8  I  have  been  too  long  in  my  remarks 
on  this  letter,and  therefore  I  only  further  take 
notice,  that  episcopacy,  as  in  the  reign  of  the 
king's  father  and  grandfather,  is  set  up ;  and 
so  Perth  articles  are  brought  in,  and  the  en- 
croachments upon  religion  and  liberty  b^in 


by  somdxKly  for  the  king,  and  in  the  letter    again,  which  were  the  true  inlets  to  what  is 
alleged  to  away  him  in  this  change.    How    so  much  talked  of  now,  the  troubles  of  the 


far  there  was  regard  to  the  gloiy  of  God,  in 
acting  contrary  to  the  solemn  oath,  wherein 
God's  name  was  called  in,  when  presbytery 
was  oyertumed,  the  world  must  judge.  In 
the  next  clause,  the  religion  of  En^and  and 
Ireland  ought  to  have  been  put  instead  of 
the  reformed  religion,  and  then  the  sentence 


late  times.  The  solemn  charge  given  unto 
all  subjects,  to  compose  themselves  to  a 
cheerful  acquiescence  and  obedience  to  the 
king's  will,  in  this  imposition,  says,  that  it 
was  scarce  expected  this  change  of  govern- 
ment would  be  acceptable,  yea,  that  it  was 
against  the  inclinations  of  the  most  part 


would  have  run  agreeably  to  truth ;  since  |  The  positive  requisition  of  obedience  to  th*. 
no  other  reformed  church  save  these  two,  j  king's  sovereign  authority,  in  this  vezy  thing 
ever  thought  their  good  or  interest  consisted  '  exercised  now  in  Scotland,  lets  us  see  again. 


in  having  bishops.  Whether  uni^,  order, 
or  peace  followed  upon  this  prdatical  estab- 
iisimient,  the  reader  will  be  in  case  to  form 
some  judgment,  after  he  has  perused  this 
history:  indeed  confusion,  division,  and 
cruelty  were  still  the  produce  of  prelacy  in 
Seotland.  The  trueand real  reason,  tibough 
hot  a  parcial  ooe^  of  this  change,  comes  last, 
that  there  may  be  a  harmony  betwixt  the 
govemment  ci  England, 'Ireland,  and  Scot- 
land. The  altar  at  Damascus  was  a  model 
of  old,  and  now  the  English  constitution  in 
church  must  be  Scotland's  model.  Our  civil 
afiirs  were  very  much  henceforth  to  be 
under  English  influence,  and  as  a  step  to  this, 
■Mi  to  gratify  the  highflying  party  in  Eng- 
land, and  bishops  there,  our  excellent  church 
government,  legally  and  solenmly  settled, 
must  be  overturned.  The  days  have  been 
when  this  would  not  have  gone  so  wdl  down 
in  Scotland,  as  it  did  at  this  juncture. 

These  ane  the  reasons,  such  as  they  are, 
given  in  tlie  letter,  for  this  vast  alteration  in 
die  church  of  Scotland.  It  is  good  in  so 
ftr,  tliat  neither  a  jum  divinum,  first  the  Tri- 
dentine^  and  then  the  Laudean  scheme  of 
episcopacy,  neither  scripture,  nor  uninter- 
rupted lineal  succession  from  the  apostles, 
nor  boasted  antiquity,  are  so  much  as  pre- 
tended. Our  noblemen,  through  whose 
hands  this  letter  was  to  come,  were  of  better 
sense  than  to  insist  on  those;  and  if  thcv 


that  bishops  came  in  here  fit>m  the  sole  exer- 
cise of  the  prerogative,  and  all  who  subjected 
to  them  homologated  the  supremacy.  To 
support  this  establishment  persecudon  is 
begun,  and  iniquity  established  by  a  law. 
Imprisonment  is  ordered  for  ail  who  speak 
according  to  their  conscience,  known  princi- 
ples, and  solemn  engagements,  or  preach 
against  episcopacy,  or  any  thing  now  enacted. 
Men  must  either  be  silent  and  dumb ;  or,  if 
they  have  any  principles  and  conscience,  lie 
and  dissemble.  The  contraveners  are  to  be 
punished  by  the  privy  council ;  and  we  shall 
find  this  court  very  much  under  the  manage- 
ment of  the  bishops,  and  most  arbitrar}'. 
And  all  in  civil  offices  are  required  to  begin 
this  persecution  upon  thfilr  allegiance  to  his 
majesty.  Thb  was  the  first  remarkable  act 
of  our  new  constitute  council,  and  the  pre- 
face to  many  severe  processes  and  oppres- 
sions, as  we  may  hear. 

That  same  day,  September  6th,  the  coun- 
cil order  a  just  double  of  the  above  act  and 
proclamation  to  be  forthwith  transmitted  to 
his  majesty,  with  the  following  letter. 

"  Most  Sacred  Sovereign, 
*•  We  no  sooner  perused  your  majesty's 
letter,  of  the  date  the  14th  of  August  loftt, 
but  in  the  acknowledgment  of  your  majes- 
ty's piety  and  care  for  the  preservation  of 
tlie  protesUv\\  re\\?^oi\,  iV.e  es^sWCx^wx^eoX  q\ 
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the  rigbt  government  of  the  church,    not  but  you  will  obey  tbis  oommaad,  taffoM 


and  peace  and  happiness  of  all  your 
subjects,  we  did  immediatelj  issue  a  procla- 
mation, to  be  printed  and  published,  fully 
relating  to  all  yoor  royal  commands ;  whereof 
we  have  sent  a  copy  herewith  enclosed  We 
hope  all  your  majesty's  good  subjects  will 
acquiesce  and  give  due  obedience  to  them, 
and  thereby  testify  their  fidthfulness  and 
ofiection  to  your  majesty's  government  and 
authority.  We  shall  endeavour  to  have  a 
watchful  eye  over  all  persons,  and  be  ready 
to  prosecute  your  majesty's  commands,  in 
order  to  what  is  enjoined,  as  becomes, 
"  Most  sacred  Sovereign, 

"  Your  Mige8ty*8  most  humble,  dutlfol, 
and  obedient  suljects  and  senrants, 

"  Tweeddale,  Sinclair,  Dundee,  DufRis, 
President  of  the  Session,  Register,  AdTO- 
cate,  Ley,  Blackball,  Niddrey,  Alexander 
Bruce,  Sir  George  KInnaird,  Sir  Robert 
Murray*  Glencaim  chanoeUor,  RoCbes, 
Montrose,  Morton*  Hume,  Eglinton, 
Murray,  Linlitbgow,  Roxburgh,  Had- 
dington, Southesk,  Weemyss,  Callender.*' 

rhe  king,  as  we  have  seen  above  in 
Ins  letter  about  the  earl  of  Tweeddale,  ap- 
proves of,  and  returns  his  thanks  for  this 
proclamation,  September  23d.  Thus  episco- 
pacy is  brought  in  again  to  Scotland,  and 
every  thin<r  now  must  be  done  for  supporting 
the  prelates,  and  taking  away  any  power 
presbyteries  yet  essayed  to  exercise.  Ac- 
conlingly,  December  10,  the  council  desire 
the  chancellor  to  send  the  following  letter  to 
the  presbytery  of  Peebles,  upon  information 
they  were  about  to  ordain  a  minister. 

"R.R. 

"  The  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council, 
being  informed,  that  you  are  about  to  proceed 
to  the  admission  of  Mr.  John  Hay,  student 
of  divinity,  to  the  kirk  of  Manner,  which  is 
within  the  diocese  of  the  archbishop  of 
Glasgow,  and  so  cannot  be  admitted  by  you, 
siiKts  the  archbishop  is  restored  to  all  the 
rights  and  privileges  belonging  to  any  of  his 
predecessors  since  the  reformation,  have 
th  erefore  desired  me  to  intimate  to  you,  in 
their  name,  that  you  do  not  proceed  to  the 
admission  of  the  said  Mr.  John,  but  continue 
the  same  until  the  return  of  the  archbishop. 


to  you  from 

"*  Your  afibctkxnfte  fiieodp 
*  Of&iCAnuf^  ChanceUor." 

At  their  next  sederunt,  th^  go  on  to 
make  a  general  act  to  reach  all  presbyteriei 
and  patromi,  that  no  miniatera  be  ordaiaed 
unless  thdr  presentation  be  directed  to  the 
bishop.  This  act  I  have  not  aeen  in  prim 
and  thereftire  insert  it  here. 

<<  Apud  Edinbuigh.  Dec  l^tl^  1661. 

"  Forasmuch  as  by  an  act  of  privy  couadl, 
dated   Sq>tember  6th,  last,  his  majesty'i 
royal  pleasure,  to  restore  the  church  of  this 
kingdom  to  its  government  by  bishops,  as  it 
was  by  law  before  the  late  troubles,  during 
the  reigns  of  his  majesty's  royal  &ther  sad 
grand&ther  of  blessed  memoiy,  and  as  it 
now  stands  settled  by  law,  was  made  known 
to  all  the  subjects  of  this  kingdom,  by  open 
proclamation  at  the  market-cross  of  all  rojnl 
buighs:  and  that  it  b  statute  by  the  act  1. 
pari.  21.  James  VL  that  all  presentstxMU 
to  benefices  should  be  directed  thereafter  to 
the  archbishop  or  bishop  of  the  diocese, 
within  the  bounds  whereof  any  vacant  church 
lieth;  so  that  since  their    restitution  to 
their  former  dignities,  and  privileges,  and 
powers  settled  upon  them  by  law  and  acts 
of  parliament,  no  mimster  within  this  king- 
dom should  be  admitted  to  any  benefice,  but 
upon  presentations  directed  as  said  is.    And 
yet  notwithstanding  hereof,  it  is  informed, 
that,  upon  presentations  directed  to  presby- 
teries, they  do  proceed  to  admit  ministers 
to  kirks  and  benefices,  albeit  the  bishops  be 
restored  to  their  dignities,  some  of  then 
already  consecrated,  and  all  of  them  in  a 
very  short  time  will  be  invested  in  their 
rights   and    benefices,   and  empowered  to 
receive  presentations,  and  grant  admissioos 
thereupon.    Therefore  the    council  prohi- 
bits, and  by  these  presents  dischaiges  all 
patrons  to  direct  any  presentations  to  an/ 
presbytery:    and    also  discharges  all  and 
sundry  presbyteries  within  this  kingdom  to 
proceed  to  the  admission  of  any  minister  to 
any  benefice  or  kirk  within  their  respecti\'e 
bounds,  upon  any  such  presentations,  as  thejr 


which  will  be  in  a  very  short  dme.    I  do\i\)l\  ^ir^  \»  wj&>h  wJe\^.   V(vdfci  certification,  if 
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hey  do  otherwise,  the  ndd  preMntation  and 
idmlsaion  shall  be  yoid  and  null,  as  if  they 
leTer  had  been  granted.  And  ordains  these 
irescnts  to  be  printedy  and  published  at  the 
narketrcrosses  of  the  head  bui^hs  of  the 
leTeral  shires  within  this  kingdom,  that  none 
aretend  ignorance." 

That  same  day  the  council  make  the 
following  act  concerning  the  presbyteiy  of 
Peebles,  who,  it  seems,  either  had  not  re- 
ceived the  chancellor's  letter  to  them,  of 
fche  10th,  or  could  not  stop  the  ordination, 
having  all  necessary  to  the  goq»el  settle- 
ment of  a  minister. 

<*  Apud  Edinburgh,  Dec.  12th,  1661. 

**  Forasmuch  as  the  presbytery  of  Peebles 
have  proceeded  to  the  admission  of  one 
Mr  John  Hay  to  the  kirk  of  Manner,  not- 
withstanding of  the  letter  and  command  to 
the  contrary  from  the  lords  of  council,  of 
the  10th  instant ;  the  council  do  therefore 
ecdain  letters  to  be  directed  against  the 
haill  members  of  the  said  presbytery,  who 
were  present  at  the  said  admission,  vii. 
Messrs  Kichard  Brown  minister  at  Drum- 
eliier,  Robert  Brown  of  Lyne,  Robert  Eliot 
at  Linton,  Hew  Craig  at  Railey,  Dayid 
Thomson  at  Dask,  Patrick  Purdie  at  New- 
lands,  and  Patrick  Fleming  at  Stobo,  to 
compear  and  answer  to  the  premises,-  under 
pain  of  rebellion." 

I  have  nothing  further  of  this  matter, 
but  what  is  now  insert  from  the  registers, 
where  1  do  not  find  any  more  concerning 
this  presbytery :  but  next  year  we  shall  find 
some  other  presbyteries  writ  to  by  the 
council ;  and  in  a  little  time  all  presbyteries 
were  suppressed,  save  such  as  came  and 
subjected  to  the  bishops.  This  procedure 
Bgainst  presbyteries  was  a  stretch  beyond 
the  king's  letter  in  August,  and  the  council's 
own  act,  September  6th,  which  only  dis- 
charged synods.  They  might  have  as  well 
prohibited  presbyteries  to  cognosce  upon 
scandal,  and  have  abrogate  all  discipline,  to 
which  indeed  many  were  obnoxious,  as 
limit  them  in  point  of  ordination,  which  is 
one  great  part  of  their  ministerial  function, 
yet  reserved   to   them  by  the  kinj^'s  last 


letter;  and  in  this  the  council,  with- 
out any  warrant  from  the  king  or  '^  ^' 
pariiament,  turn  lawmakers,  and  go  beyo  ud 
their  power,  which  was  only  to  execute 
the  laws  made;  but  of  this  we  shall  have 
more  flaming  instances  afterwards.  Perhaps 
they  thought  nothing  beyond  their  sphere, 
which  might  be  a  service  to  the  prelates, 
and  they  would  rather  suffer  many  congre- 
gations to  lie  vacant,  than  hazard  the  ad- 
mission of  one  who  might  happen  to  be 
averse  from  ^iscopacy.  Thus  I  have  gone 
through  what  I  find  done  by  the  council 
this  year,  for  the  erection  of  episcopacy,  by 
the  king's  orders,  and  their  abridging  church 
judicatories  in  their  liberties ;  I  shall  now 
shut  up  this  section,  with  some  account  of 
the  bishops  themselves  now  set  up,  their 
character  and  reordination  in  England. 

When  law,  such  as  it  was,  had  made  way 
for  the  prelates,  solicitations  begin  apace 
for  bishoprics.  No  great  disliker  of  prelacy 
observes,  "  In  September  and  October  this 
year,  many  of  the  ministry  were  seeking 
after  the  episcopal  dignity,  while  in  the 
mean  time  a  great  many  others  spoke  and 
taught  against  it  as  unlawful."  8uch  apos- 
tate, ambitious,  and  aspiring  ministers  as 
had  most  friends  in  court,  carried  them. 
Mr  James  Sharp  had  seciu*ed  the  primacy 
and  archbishopric  of  St  Andrews  to  him- 
self: though  he  wanted  not  the  impudence 
and  dissimulation  to  make  offers  of  it  to 
some  eminent  presbyterian  ministers,  one 
of  which  told  him,  he  doubted  not  but  he 
designed  that  for  himself,  and  he  would 
receive  the  curse  of  God  with  it 

Oiu*  bishoprics  in  Scotland  are  far  from 
the  fatness  and  opulency  of  those  in  Eng- 
land. An  account  before  me  bears,  that 
in  bulk  they  came  but  to  £4000  or  £5000 
sterling  a  year,  in  ordinary  years,  much  of 
their  rent  being  in  victual.  I  suppose  1 
Hill  not  be  much  out,  when  1  say  the 
bishopric  of  Winchester  is  better  than  all 
our  Scots  bishoprics  put  together.  Some 
of  them  are  very  mean ;  the  revenue  of 
that  of  Argyle  is  but  about  £130  a 
year.  That  of  Dumblane  is  about  £  1 20. 
But  a  weak  temptation  goes  far,  where 
there  is  a  strong  corruption.     iSurely  it  was 
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lAAl     ^^^^^''^  avarice  and  ambition,  which 

could  pcnuade  them  to  accept  an 

office  so  odiously  and  of  so  iuconsidereble 

Wconwi. 

For  the  honour  of  the  first  and  great 
authors  of  all  the  ensuing  suffisrings  of  pres- 
byterians»  I  thought  it  not  improper  to  givo 
hent  a  short  hint  of  the  persons  the  king 
was  pleased  to  pitch  upon  for  the  first  stt 
of  our  bishops ;  aud  as  they  were  pawdns 
abundantly  obsequious  to  the  designs  now 
on  foot,  80  it  will  euily  appear  that  none 
of  them  were  any  great  ornaments  to  tiieir 
office,  which  was  so  much  bated  in  Scot- 
land, neither  any  great  credit  to  their 
brethren  in  En^atid. 

Mr.  James  Sharp  was  metropolittn,  and 
placed  as  primate  at  St  Andrews.  I  shall 
not  offer  any  lai^  diaracter  of  him ;  adme^ 
what  has  been  narrated,  and  more  is  yet 
t)cforc  us.  Ifis  life,  undl  his  arriving  at  tlie 
top  of  his  ambition,  I  have  read»  written  by 
one  of  the  after-sufferers,  a  worthy,  gpnfle- 
man;  and  should  I  give  an  abstract  of  it^ 
the  portrait  would  be  veiybkckand  sur^ 
pming.  His  dream,  when  at  tlie  uahondty ; 
his  taking  the  tender;  lus  propbaa^lio  Oliver 
Cromwell,  which  made  the  usurper  to  assert 
him  very  publicly  to  be  an  atheist ;  Ids  be- 
traying presbyterian  ministers  when  at  cou^ 
and  afterwards  pursuing  them  for  liis  diargeSi 
his  baseness  with  Isobel  Lindsay,  as  she 
declared  in  his  face  openly  enou^,  and 
share  in  the  murder  of  the  poor  infimt ;  his 
perjury  in  Mr.  James  Mitchel's  case;  his 
cniel  life  and  strange  death,  would  make 
up  a  very  black  history ;  and  as  they  were 
commonly  talked  of,  so  1  find  they  were 
{xcncmlly  believed  by  those  who  lived  with, 
and  had  access  to  know  him.  But  this  is 
not  a  place  to  insist  on  them.  His  great 
talents  were  caution,  cunning,  and  dissimula- 
tion, with  unwearied  diligence ;  these  very 
nmch  qualified  him  for  his  terrible  under- 
takings. He  got  hmiself  into  the  arch- 
bishopric of  St.  Andrews,  as  a  reward  for 
betraying  this  church.  Indeed  when  he 
first  came  down,  Au^st  1060,  as  we  have 
heard,  with  the  double  foccd  letter  to  the 
presbytery  of  Edinburgh,  and  gave  a  narra- 
tivv  of  hi^  jKims  i\t  London,  the  chewt  v. as 
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not  peicenred,  and  the  suspidoiia  the  pio- 
tcsting  ministers  had  about  luiBt  were  not 
regarded:  but  very  soon  he  opened  out, 
and  at  length  appeared  in  his  true  colours; 
and  none  were  more  grieved  at  his  base 
dealing  than  the  reverend  Mr.  Douglas,  and 
the  imnisters  of  Edinburgh,  who  had  fo^ 
mclij  so  much  confided  in  him;  and  we 
have  seen  Mr,  Douglas's  tlioughts  of  him. 
However,  he  got  hb  ambition  satisfied,  and 
his  paldtt  Imd  ^  under  the  great  seal  m 
November  this  year^  of  whidi  some  notice 
may  be  taken  afterwards. 

Mr.  Andrew  FInrfoul  got  the  arch- 
bishopric of  Glasgow;  a  man  of  some 
learning  and  neat  ekpveasion,  but  nevcr 
taken  to  be  dther  aerioua  or  sincere.  He 
had  been  minister  first  at  Leitli,  and  at  thii 
time  was  at  Dnnse^  aftd  in  that  country 
thete  trek  db  mflU  taUmg  of  his  intrigues 
with  h  lady/tAo'dlMU  be  nameless;  but 
death  cot  Idm  off  .U'  Attie  more  than  a 
yeAr  MA  Ilis')pjroiti6dob»  ai  w91  be  noticed 
aicer^aMk 

Mr.  Oeoi^  'Wijlielheart  ii  placed  at  the 
see  of  .^diiteu^  fie  hid  beett  leU  node: 
church  censure  by  the  old  covenanters, 
about  the  time  of  the  encampment  at  Dunse- 
law,  in'the  year  1639,  and  this  probably 
recommended  him  now.  His  man  could 
not  refrain  firom  profime  swearing,  even 
upon  the  street  of  Edinburgh ;  and  he  was 
a  known  drunkard.  He  published  some- 
what in  divinity;  but  then,  as  I  find  it 
remarked  by  a  very  good  hand,  his  lascivious 
poems,  which,  compared  with  the  most 
luscious  parts  of  Ch'id,  de  Arte  Amandif  arc 
modest,  gave  scandal  to  all  the  world. 

Mr.  Thomas  Sideserf  is  fixed  at  Orkney. 
He  had  been  bishop  of  Galloway,  and  de- 
posed in  the  year  1638,  for  the  common 
feults  of  the  prelates  at  that  time,  and  in 
particular  for  erroneous  doctrine ;  and  now 
he  is  translated  to  a  better  benefice. 

Mr.  Da\id  Mitchel,  once  minister  of 
Edinburgh,  but  deposed  by  the  general 
assembly  for  heresy,  and  thereupon  goini; 
to  England,  was  made  one  of  the  preben- 
daries of  Westminster,  is  named  for  Aber- 
deen, but  enjoyed  it  not  a  fiill  year. 

Mr.  Jumes  Hamilton,  brother  to  the  lord 
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elhaveOy   miinster^  at    Ctinbu8nethan»  is 
laced  at  Galloway.     His  gifts  wore  rede- 1 
ned    every  way  ordinary;   but   he   was 
anarkable    ibr   hia    cunning    timeserving 
anper. 

Mr.  Robert  Wallace^  minister  at  Bam- 
reli  in  the  shire  of  Ayr,  famous  for  his 
arge  stomach,  got  the  bishopric  of  the 
Isles,  though  he  understood  not  one  word 
if  the  lai^uage  of  the  natives.  He  was  a 
tilation  of  the  chancellor's,  and  that  was 
enough. 

Mr.  David  Fletcher,  minister  at  Melroes, 
a  remarkable  worldling,  was  named  for  the 
bishopric  of  Aigyle :  I  doubt  if  he  under- 
stood the  Irish  language  either.  Meh-oss 
VIS  a  good  stipend,  and  he  continued  a 
'vbile  preaching  there,  and  because  of  his 
fRBching  there,  he  boasted  of  his  diligence 
lieyond  the  rest  of  his  brethren,  who,  it 
amst  be  owned,  for  the  most  part  preached 
Ittle  or  none;  meanwhile  I  do  not  hear 
iDj  of  them,  save  he,  took  two  stipends. 

Mr.  George  Haliburton,  minister  at  Perth, 
had  the  see  of  Dunkeld.  His  character  at 
^  time  was,  a  man  who  had  made  many 
changes,  and  was  sincere  in  none  of  them. 

Mr.  Patrick  Forbes,  the  degenerate  plant 
*f  the  excellent  Mr.  John  Forbes,  who 
^t  the  assembly  at  Aberdeen,  1605,  was 
Xed  at  Caithness. 

Bfr.  David  Strachan,  minister  at  Fetter- 
^im,  the  commissioner's  minister,  got  the 
itiall  bbhopric  of  Brechin. 

Mr.  John  Paterson,  minister  at  Aberdeen, 
ot  the  bishopric  of  Koss,  his  son  made  a 
renter  figure  than  he  did. 

Mr.  Murdoch  Mackenzie,  minister  at 
Ugin,  was  placed  at  Murray.  While  a 
iunister,he  was  famous  for  searching  people's 
ikcbens  on  Christmas  day  for  the  supersti- 
ious  goose,  telling  them,  that  the  feathers 
tf  them  would  rise  up  in  judgment  against 
hem  one  day;  and  when  a  bishop,  as 
iunous  for  aflecting  always  to  fall  a  preach* 
ng  upon  the  deccitfulness  of  riches,  while 
ic  was  drawing  the  money  over  the  lx)ard 
u  him. 

Mr.  Robert  Leighton,  once  minister  of 
Se\i(-bottie,  and  at  this  time  principal  of  tlic 
."olic^  of  F.dinbiir<;ii,  tsun  to  Mr.  Lci^'hton 
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in  England,  *  the  author  of  "  Zion's 
Plea  against  Prelacy,"  who  was  so 
severely  handled   by   the   prelates    there, 


*  Alexander  Lelghton,  father  to  the  bishop, 
had  an  information  exhibited  againM  him  in  the 
Btnrchamber,  In  the  year  I6S0,  for  writing  a 
book,  eiitided,  ^  An  Appeal  to  the  Parliament, 
or  a  Plea  against  Prelacy,"  wherein  he  wat 
charged  with  having  set  forth,  *'  1st,  lliat  we 
read  not  of  greater  persecution  of  God*s  people  in  . 
any  Christian  nation  than  in  this  island,  especi- 
ally since  the  death  of  queen  Elizabeth.  2d, 
'Inat  the  prelates  were  men  of  blood,  and 
enemies  to  God  and  the  state,  and  that  the 
establishing  bishops  by  law  is  a  master  sin,  and 
ministers  should  have  no  voices  in  council, 
deliberative  or  decisive.  Sd,  'i*hat  prelacy  is 
antichristian  and  Satanical ;  the  bishops,  ravens 
and  magpies.  4th,  That  the  canons  of  160S 
are  nonsense.  6th,  He  condemns  that  spawn  of 
the  beast,  kneeling  at  the  sacraments.  6th, 
That  prelates  corrupted  the  king,  and  the  queen 
was  a  daughter  of  Heth.  7th,  He  commends 
him  that  murdered  the  doke  of  Uuekingham, 
and  encourages  others  in  the  like  attempts. 
8th,  He  saith  all  that  pais  by  spoil  us,  and  we 
spoil  all  that  rely  upon  us,  and  instances  in  the 
black  pining  death  of  the  Rochellers  to  the 
number  of  fifteen  thousand  In  four  months. 
9th,  Saith,  that  the  church  has  her  laws  from 
the  scriptures,  and  no  king  may  make  laws  in 
the  house  of  God,  for  if  ttiey  might,  the  scrip- 
ture would  be  imperfect.  10th,  He  saith  it  is 
pity,  and  will  be  an  indelible  dishonour  to  the 
state's  reputation,  that  so  ingenuous  and  tractable 
a  king  should  be  so  monstrously  abused  to  the 
undoing  of  himself  and  his  sulijects.*' 

The  defendant  did  not  deny  the  book,  but 
refused  to  acknowledge  any  evil  intention,  his 
end  being  only  to  "  remonstrate  certain  griev- 
ances in  church  and  state,  that  the  parliament 
might  take  them  into  consideration  and  redress 
them.*'  He  was,  however,  sentenced  to  be 
committed  to  the  Fleet,  during  life;  to  pay  a 
fine  of  ;£  10,000;  to  be  carried  to  the  pillory  at 
Westminster,  and  there  whipped,  and  after  whip- 
ping to  be  set  in  the  pillory,  have  one  of  lus 
ears  cut  oiT,  one  side  of  his  nose  slit,  and  be 
branded  on  the  one  cheek  with  the  letters  S.  S. 
for  a  sower  of  sedition  :  and  on  another  day  to 
be  carried  to  the  pillory  in  Cheapside,  to  be 
there  again  whipped,  have  his  other  ear  cut  off, 
the  other  side  of  his  nose  slit,  and  his  other 
cheek  branded  with  the  double  S.  Mr.  Leighton 
made  his  escape  out  of  prison  the  night  before 
his  sentence  was  to  have  been  in  part  executed, 
but  he  was  soon  retaken,  and  on  the  sixteenth 
of  November,  underwent  the  one  half  of  his 
wntence  In  Palace  Yard,  Westminster.  On  that 
day  sevennlght,  his  sores  on  his  back,  vhr,  nose, 
and  face,  not  being  cured,  he  was  again  whipped 
at  the  pillory  in  Choc'ipside.  Tlie  hangman  on 
{  this  occasion  was  purposely  half  intoxicated, 
and  performed  his  duty  with  the  most  savage 
ferocity.  After  beifig  thus  unmercifully  whip- 
ped, the  poor  culprit  was  exposed  nearly  two 
hours  on  the  pillory  in  a  severe  fnmtf  And  heavy 
fall  of  snow,  at  the  end  of  which  he  underwent 
to  the  full  pxtrnt  thereof,  the  reninindor  of  hib 
i  brutal  sentence,  and  being  unable  to  walk«  he 
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1^ .  maile  chmce  of  the  small  bishopric 
of  Dunhhuie,  to  evidence  his  ak>- 
stUBCtedness  from  the  world.  His  character 
ni-as  by  fiir  the  best  of  any  of  the  bishops 
now  set  up:  and  to  giTe  him  fau  due,  he 
was  a  man  of  Tery  considerable  learniog, 
an  excellent^utteranoe,  and  of  a  grave  and 
abstracted  conversation.  He  was  reckoned 
devout,  and  an  enemy  to  persecution,  and 
professed  a  great  deal  of  meekness  and 
humility.  By  many  he  was  judged  void  of 
any  doctrinal  principle,  and  his  close  corre- 
spondence with  some  of  his  relations  at 
Doway  in  popish  orders,  made  him  sus- 
pected as  very  much  indifferent  as  to  all 
professions,  which  bear  the  name  of  Christ- 
ian. He  was  much  taken  with  some  of  the 
popish  mystic  writers,  and  indeed  a  latitudi- 
narian,  and  of  an  over  extensive  charity. 
His  Huntings  published  since  the  revolution, 
evidence  his  abilities,  and  that  he  was  very 
much  superior  to  his  fellows. 

This  is  the  set  of  men  pitched  upon  to 
lord  it  over  the  church  of  Scotland.  They 
were,  it  must  be  owned,  very  well  chosen 
for  their  work,  and  agreeable  enough  to  the 
design  of  setting  them  up ;  unless  it  was, 


was  carried  Ixtck  by  w»ter  to  hi«  confinemeDt, 
where  he  remained  till  he  waa  liberated  by  the 
long  uarliament. — Rush  worth's  Col.  toI.  iL  p.  65 
-.57.  Neal'a  HSat.  of  the  Puritana,  vol.  ii.  p.  188. 
Leighton  had  the  den'eeof  D.D.  from  two  cele- 
brated universities,  Xeyden  and  St.  Andrews; 
and  we  may  rest  assured,  that  this  honour,  then 
■o  rarc^  would  not  have  been  conferred  on  an 
ordinary  man. 

Tliat  the  covenanters  generally  should  have  a 
suspicion  of  the  archbishop,  his  son,  is  uuite 
natural,  when  it  is  considered,  that  he  was  bred 
a  prMbyterian— had  taken  the  covenant  himself 
and  enforr-ed  it  on  other»— renounced  his  former 
solemn  vows— received  re-ordination  from  the 
bibh  ops — and  became  successively  bishop  of  Dum- 
blone  and  archbishop  of  Glasgow.  But  no  num 
will  say  that  presbyterians  of  the  last  100  years 
have  been  severe  upon  the  character  of  Leighton. 
Principal  Fall,  indeed,  waa  the  first  who  publish- 
ed a  portion  of  his  writings,  but  it  is  to  the  Wil- 
sons of  Scottish  presbytery,  and  the  Doddridges 
of  English  non-conformity,  that  the  public  are 
mainly  indebted  for  bringing  the  works  of  that 
singular  man  under  the  notice  of  the  British 
public.  And  if  we  wish  to  find  admirers  and 
vindicators  of  Leighton,  we  must  not  look  to  the 
high  church  party  :a  England:  they  never  relish- 
ed the  moderation  of  his  views,  or  the  spiritual 
unction  of  his  sentiments.  Bishop  Burnet  is  one 
of  the  few  dignitaries  of  the  church  who  have 
thought  it  woi  h  vhile  to  ponder  his  worki^  and 
to  Jinbibe  hia  spirit.  "Hi, 


that  the  primate  tonipd  too  heavy  Ibr 
several  of  our  nobility,  who  would  hsve 
only  had  a  moderate  prdacy  brou^  in: 
but  when  oonaidefed  as  to  their  personal 
character,  they  made  good  the  countiyman*s 
remark,  **  that  the  Inshopa  of  England  were 
like  the  kings  of  Judah»  some  good,  some 
bad;  but  the  prelates  in  Scotland  were  like 
the  kings  of  Israel,  not  one  of  them  good, 
but  all  of  them  followera  of  Jeroboam,  the 
son  of  N^Mit,  who  made  Israd  to  sin.** 

There  were  no  Inshops,  before  the  year 
1638,  alive  in  Scotland,  save  Sydeserf ;  and 
so  it  was  necessaiy  these  persons  reoore 
their  ordera  somewhere  else:  none  of  the 
reformed  churches,  excq>t  England  or  Ire> 
land,  could  help  them  in  this  matter.  It 
was  not  so  fit,  and  periiaps  not  practicable^ 
that  the  whole  fourteen  should  be  broqgbt 
up  to  England,  therefore  the  court  pitched 
upon  Messn.  Sharp,  Fairfoul,  and  Hamiltoii 
to  come  up  to  London,  and  learn  the  service 
of  that  land,  and  receive  episcopal  ordina- 
tion. Mr.  Leighton,  I  think,  was  in  Eng- 
land tins  summer  and  harvest,  and  October 
iSth,  the  other  three  go  up. 

At  this  time  the  unchurching  of  all  the 
protestant  churches  who  had  not  preladc  or- 
dination, the  cassing  and  voiding  their  min- 
istry, and  consequently  their  sacraments, 
with  the^'tfi  ditfinum,  and  absolute  necessity 
of  episcopal  ordination,  were  doctrinet 
mightily  coming  in  request.  From  those 
abominable  principles  came  the  application 
about  this  time  made  by  some  great  names 
in  the  English  church  to  the  king,  that  his 
ambassador  in  France  might  be  discharged 
to  hold  communion  with  the  protestants 
there,  because  they  wanted  prelatic  ordina- 
tion, and  that  he  might  no  more  go  to  the 
seat  he  had  appointed  for  him  in  the  protes- 
tant diurch  at  Charenton,  and  that  he  might 
Iiavc  a  chapel  of  his  own.  Hence  it  was  in- 
sisted upon,  that  our  Scots  bishops  must  be 
re-orduiucd,  having  only  formerly  had  pres- 
byterian  ordination.  This  was  a  proper 
juncture  for  highfliers  to  insiBt  in  this  mat- 
ter ;  and  a  commission  under  the  great  seal 
of  England  was  directed  to  Doctor  Sheldon 
bishop  of  London,  the  bishop  of  Worcestcfi 
and  some  other  suffragans  of  the  diocese  of 
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Caaterbury.    The  two  archbisbops  in  En^- 1  to  the  office  and  form  there.    After   .g.. 


land  declined  to  be  put  in,  upon  what  Tiewa 
I  flhaU  not  say :  but  one  would  have  thoughti 
diat  our  old  prelate  Sydeaerf  mig^t  have  been 
joined  in  comnussion  with  them.  The  ro>td 
prerogative  firom  which  all  their  power  came 
in  tfaia  consecration,  might  have  sufficiently 
authorized  a  Scots  bishop  to  have  acted  in 
this  matter  in  England;  but  this  was  not 
done :  whether  the  English  prelates  refused 
lo  act  in  a  concot  with  a  deposed  and  ex- 
communicate Inshop,  though  restored  by  the 
long,  or  what  the  reason  was,  I  cannot  say. 

When  Doctor  Sheldon  made  the  proposal, 
that  they  must  be  first  ordained  deacons,  and 
then  presbyters,  before  they  could  be  conse- 
crate bishops ;  filr.  Sharp  made  some  bustle, 
and  uigcd  the  sustaining  of  Spotiswood's 
presbyterian  or^nation,  1610,  by  the  Eng- 
lish bishops,  when  he  was  consecrate ;  witli 
some  other  arguments.  But  the  Doctor 
was  peremptory,  and  abundantly  fixed  on 
this  point.  The  others  very  soon  yielded, 
when  they  found  this  would  be  insisted 
upon ;  which  made  the  bishop  of  London  to 
tell  Mr.  Sharp,  when  he  came  to  acquaint 
him  with  their  consent  to  re-ordination, 
*  tiiat  it  was  the  Scots  finhion  to  scruple  at 
every  thing,  and  to  swallow  any  thing." 
Urns  they  were  justly  reproved,  but  they 
resolved  to  boggle  at  nothing  in  their  way  to 
the  prelacy ;  and  one  of  them  fitmkly  declar- 
ed, he  would  be  ordained,  re-orduned,  and 
reordidned  again,  if  it  was  insisted  upon. 
So  our  first  prelates  cast  a  slur  upon,  yea, 
on  the  matter  nullify  all  they  had  done  as 
gospel  bishops ;  they  must  become  the  king's 
cieaturea,  and  renounce  their  presbyterian 
ordination,  before  they  can  receive  the  epis- 
eopal  dignity  and  consecration. 

In  December,  these  four  with  a  great 
parade  at  Westminster,  before  a  great  con- 
fluence of  Scots  and  English  nobility,  were 
dubbed,  first  preaching  deacons,  then  pres- 
byters, and  then  consecrated  Inshops  in  one 
day,  by  Doctor  Sheldon  and  a  few  others. 
Hie  ceremony  was  performed  in  all  the 
modes  of  the  English  church,  with  vestments, 
and  all  their  cringes  and  bows ;  at  which  it 
is  said,  some  indecencies  fell  out,  and  after 
they  had  received  the  sacrament  kneeling, 
in  all  points  thej  were  ordained  according 


the  consecration,  the  bishops  and 
peers  were  feasted  at  Weiitaiinster,  and  then 
went  again  to  church,  and  heard  another 
sermon.  Being  thus  empowered,  early  next 
year  they  came  down,  and  lay  on  their  e[ns- 
copal  hands  upon  their  brethven  in  Scotland, 
named  by  the  court  for  the  di&rent  sees,  as 
we  may  afterwards  hoar.  Thus  our  Scots 
prelates  are  set  up;  and  some  obvious 
reflections  rise  from  this,  with  which  I  shall 
end  this  section. 

Our  Scots  bishops,  by  submitting  to  be 
re-ordained  as  presbyters,  declared  to  all  the 
world,  that  they  did  not  believe  their  pres- 
byterian ordination  to  be  valid;  and  yet 
when  they  came  down  to  Scotland,  and 
entered  upon  the  exercise  of  their  episcopal 
office,  they  did  not  re-ordain  such  of  the 
ministers  as  complied  with  them.  The  na- 
tural question  upon  this,  which  oflfers  to  the 
episcopal  party,  is,  whether  such  compliers, 
not  having  episcopal  ordination,  were  true 
gospel  ministers  ?  If  they  were  not,  as  is 
certain  by  the  episcopal  principles  they 
could  not  be;  was  it  not  the  most  barbarous 
throg  in  the  world,  to  persecute  people  for 
not  owning  them  as  ministers,  who  by  their 
own  principles  were  indeed  no  ministers? 
It  is  in  vain  to  say,  that  the  bishop's  allow- 
ance of  them  was  equivalent  to  ordination, 
by  the  imposition  of  his  hands :  for  if  so, 
why  were  they  themselves  re-ordained  by 
imposition  of  hands;  and  thereby  gave  scan- 
dal to  all  the  reformed  churches  ?  I  must 
leave  the  party  to  answer  this  at  their  Icisiu'e, 
the  best  way  they  can ;  I  am  sure  they  have 
reason  to  find  a  good  answer  to  it  if  possible, 
upon  more  accounts  than  one;  for  I  do 
not  see  how  the  sacraments  dispensed  by 
them  could  be  valid,  any  more  than  how 
their  harassing  the  presbyterians  can  be 
justified. 

Perhaps  the  curious  reader  may  be  willing 
to  have  the  tenor  of  the  letters  patent,  and 
royal  gift,  establishing  those  first  prelates 
after  the  restoration;  and  therefore  I  sub- 
join here  an  abstract  of  these  for  Mr.  Sharp, 
of  the  date  November  this  year,  fit)m  which 
we  will  easily  guess  at  the  form  of  the  rest ; 
and  they  run, 

"  That  dunng  X\\e  t\n«v\iX\»\w  ^^Yfld^^sEsoo^ 
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before,  he  had  done  the  BP^fliBh  prahjte- 
rians  the  justice  to  own  they  were  heartilj 
for  monarchy,  while  the  independents, 
according  to  him,  were  for  a  oommonwcaith. 
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1661  ^^  twcnty-thrcc  years  preceding, 
laws  were  made  for  the  extirpation 
•f  the  chmrch  government  by  the  archbishops 
and  bishops,  against  the  established  law  and 
government  of  the  church  of  this  kingdom,  |  The  Scots  presbyteriaos  were  not  a  wlut 
in  prejudice  of  his   majesty's  power  and   behind  them;  so  thatif  presbytety  Yanisbed 


prerogative,  which  are  rescinded  by  the  cur- 
rent parliament;  so  that  the  authority  dvil 
and  ecclesiastic  is  redintegrate,  according  to 
the  laws  in  force  before  the  rebellion. 

''And  because  at  this  time  the  deans  and 
members  of  chapters  are  for  the  most  part 
dead,  and  their  offices  vacant;  so  that 
archbishops  and  bishops  cannot  be  nom^ 
inated,  presented,  and  elected  according  to 

the  order  prescribed  by  act  of  parliament, 
1617. 

^  And  that  his  majesty  considereth,  that 
the  offices  of  the  bishops  and  archbishops  in 
this  kingdom  do  vaik  in  his  majesty's  hands, 
by  the  death  and  demission  of  the  last  in- 
cumbents, particularly  the  ardibishopric  of 
St.  Andrews,  by  the  decease  of  the  last 
bishop  thereof,  to  wit,  Mr.  John  Spotiswood. 

**  And  his  majesty  being  informed  of  the 
piety,  prudence,  Sec,  of  Mr.  James  Sharp, 
Doctor  in  divinity,  therefore  his  majesty,  ex 
authariiate  regaUy  et  potettaU  regia,  carta 
tdentiay  proprioque  motu,  makes,  creates, 
and  ordains  the  said  Doctor  James  Sharp 
archbishop  of  the  said  archbishopric  of  St. 
Andrews,  and  primate  and  metropolitan  of 
ail  Scotland." 

Before  I  end  this  section,  let  me  take 
some  notice  of  the  mistakes,  not  to  say  de- 
signed misrepresentations  of  some  of  the 
most  celebrated  English  historians,  when 
they  give  the  account  of  the  re-introduction 
of  prelacy  to  Scotland.  More  than  once  I 
shall  have  occasion  to  observe  their  gross 
blunders  in  plain  fiicts,  for  which  the  best 
excuse  I  know  of,  is,  our  own  unaccountable 
negligence  in  giving  the  world  and  our 
neighbours  just  accounts  of  Scots  af&irs. 
I  hope  after  this  they  shall  do  us  more  jus- 
tice. The  author  of  the  ^  Complete  His- 
tory of  England,'*  generally  reckoned  to  be 
bishop  Kcnnet,  vol.  iiu  p.  253,  first  edition, 
sets  this  affair  in  a  quite  wrong  light  He 
would  have  us   believe,  that  in   Scotland 


upon  the  return  of  the  kiog,the  rqwoach  of 
ingratitude  must  faU»  where  periliapi  tbi 
author  did  not  des^it ;  and  how  agreeabb 
this  was  to  promises  and  engi^ements  tin 
king  and  his  party  were  under,  he  cannot 
be  ignorant.  I  am  sorry  there  is  sod 
ground  given  from  the  un&ir  narrative  of 
the  act  of  parliament  he  cites,  and  other  acts 
of  parliament  after  the  restoration,  to  uj 
that  the  miseries  of  Scotland  in  the  former 
period,  came  from  the  kirk  party.  But  ai 
a  historian,  he  m^t  haie  known  and  ob- 
served, that  those  narratives  were  not  agree- 
able to  truth,  and  nothing  dse  but 


and  unjust  representations,  to  serve  the 
designs  of  a  prevailing  party,  vampt  up  by  the 
earl  of  Middleton  and  Mr.  Sharp,  as  a  pra> 
text  for  introducing  prelacy  and  arfaitiaiy 
power  in  Scotland.  Indeed  I  suspect  theie 
unhappy  narratives  have  misled  many  of  the 
English  writers  into  mudi  of  their  £>oliih 
satire  against  the  presbyterian  estai^ishmeat ; 
but  had  they  been  so  equal  as  to  have  oodp 
sidercd  the  public  papers  of  the  Idngdoni, 
and  church  of  Scotland  from  the  (year) 
1638,  to  the  usurpation,  and  the  fair  ac- 
counts of  that  period  in  the  marquis  of  Ar- 
gylc's  case  and  other  papers,  much  of  this 
might  have  been  prevented,  and  the  worid 
would  not  have  been  so  much  imposed  epos 
in  this  matter. 

He  adds,  **  the  kirk  had  an  eatablishmeot 
by  law ;"  which  is  an  evidence  of  the  author** 
candoiu*,  and  more  than  our  episcopal 
writers  will  allow,  and  confirms  the  remarks 
before  made  upon  the  base  treatment  of  this 
church,  in  the  double-faced  letter  to  the 
presbytery  of  Edinburgh.  A  writer  who  is 
heartily  upon  the  revolution  bottom,  cannot 
in  any  consistency  with  himself,  treat  the 
procedure  of  the  Scots  natioo  after  the 
(year)  1637,  as  illegal.  What  follows,  **  but 
weak  in  the  hearts  of  the  people,"  is  appar 
ently  a  most  groundless  innuendo;  witoesf 
the  insuperable  backwardness  of  the  body 


**  presbytery  began  to  vanish  upon  the  first  \  vivc 
mppearancc  of  monarchy."    Some  few  a\\ciii?i\  o?  xVie  \*oi^^  lot  ViitscwVj-'iRR^Bw  ^ears  to  pre- 
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icyi  which  could  not  be  rooted  out  from  **  Upon  the  prospect  of  this 
mdk  who  were  not  either  indifferent  about  fiiyounible  turn/'  adds  the  Doctor^ 
nry  thing  of  thifl  nature,  or  plunly  under  .  **  some  of  the  most  worthy  of  ^e  Scots 
bi  infliimfff  of  the  nobility  and  gentry,  presbyters,  BIr.  James  Sharp,  Mr.  Hamil- 
rho  jwt  up  for  prelacy,  especially  in  the  ton^  Mr.  Farewel,  and  Mr.  Logtoun,  were 
DCthem  shires.  He  adds,  "  especially  the  consecrated  by  the  bishop  of  Winchester.'* 
oUes  and  lairds."  That  great  numbers  of  His  mistake  of  Farewel  for  Mr.  Fairfoul, 
bote  fell  in  with  Middleton's  projects,  in ,  and  Logtoun  for   Leightoun,  may  be  an 


two  sessions  of  parliament,  I  do  not 
IfQy;  bt|t  then  as  to  the  lairds,  no  small 


error  of  the  press ;  and  yet  the  following 
historians,  Mr.  Collier,  and  BIr.  ^achard. 


ire  Imd  been  taken  to  keep  out  of  the  par-  and  other  English  writers  have  copied 
«ment  the  most  substantial  and  sensible  j  after  him.  The  worth  of  those  prcs- 
entkmep,  at  least  in  the  east,  south,  and ;  byters  is  well  enough  known  in  ^t^»la"'l, 
rest,  ns  much  disa&cted  to  prelacy.  And  '  and  their  character  hath  been  already  given. 
or  nobility  in  Scotland  were  generally  I  He  further  observes  very  justly,  that  those 
phus^  qnscopacy,  save  such  who  were  in  '  four  obtained  the  proclamation,  S^tembcr 
ilacea  of  power,  and  some  of  dieir  relations  !  6th,  for  restoring  archbishops  and  bishops. 
diom  they  influenced,  and  those  who  were  i  This  indeed  was  not  the  deed  of  Scotland, 
f  broken  fortune^  and  inclined  to  mend  j  but  impetrate  ^t  London,  by  the  influence 
hem.  Some  few,  indeed,  once  of  other  of  the  highfliers  there,  and  chimed  in  with 
■tdments,  when  grated  by  the  fiuthfol  ex- '  next  year  by  our  obsequious  parliament. 
rcise  of  discipline  under  presbytery,  turned  I  His  remark  in  the  same  place,  of  the  incon- 


nroorers  of  prelacy,  and  with  those  joined 
nany  of  onr  younger  noblemen,  who  knew 
ittLe  but  slavery  and  oppresaon  under  the 
mupation,  and  were  taught  to  speak  against 
be  presbytcfian  establishment 
"  Thus,'*  concludes  he,  ^  presbytery  was 
>  &11  without  the  honour  of  a  dissolution." 
imagine  the  author  did  not  know,  that  the 
ixnntoioner,  Middleton,  notwithstanding 
11  Us  munbm,  durst  not  venture  upon  a 
irect  dissolution  of  presbytery:  it  was 
Mnig^t  safest  to  make  achai^,  so  contrary 
i  die  inclinations  of  the  best  part  of  the 
•don,  as  padual  and  insensible  as  might 
e;  and  when  diflhrcnt  measures  were  taken 
1  the  act  at  Glasgow,  they  soon  felt  the 
ligtafce^  and  with  some  difficulty  Mr.  Sharp 
Btrievedit.  The  felling  of  presbytery  then, 
ridiont  what  the  anthor  calls  die  **  honour 
f  m  diasolutHm,"  was  from  necesmty  and 
ar,  and  not  choice.  In  short,  according 
9  this  anther's  expressing  himself,  one 
«old  think  that  presbytery  remained  the 
[fd  oataUishment  during  the  two  brothers' 
mgns.  He  owns  it  was  established  by  law, 
nd  that  dieie  laws  were  not  dissolved  and 
Bpealed;  and  in  some  respect  this  was  in- 
eed  the  state  of  the  case,  at  may  afterwards 
i 


sistency  of  patronages  with  presbytery,  U 
also  very  just. 

This  great  change  in  Scotland  the  author 
attributes  to  the  earl  of  Middleton,  and  so 
he  well  might;  but  what  follows  b  such  a 
blunder  as  gives  us  a  full  proof  how  little 
acquaintance  the  best  of  our  English  writers 
have  with  our  Scots  affairs :  **  But,  1663, 
Middleton  was  removed,  and  the  earl  of 
Rothes  appointed  high  oonunissioner  of 
Scodand,  a  ringleader  of  the  j[)resbytcrians 
under  king  Charles  I.  and  even  the  principal 
of  the  con^nrators  who  subscribed  a  letter 
ttu  Boy,  to  aid  the  kirk  and  covenant.  And 
now  the  presbyterians  lost  ground  more  and 
more."  The  letter  here  pointed  at,  to  the 
French  king,  I  hope  will  be  set  in  its  due 
light  by  those  who  ¥rrite  the  histoiy  of  that 
period ;  and  the  memory  of  that  extraor- 
dinary person  the  eari  of  Rothes,  and  others 
upon  whom  it  is  chaiged,  may  be  easily  vin- 
dicated from  the  conspiracy  this  author 
talks  oi.  Since  he  wrote  the  history  of  the 
former  reign,  he  ou^t  to  have  known,  that 
that  excellent  person,  the  eari  of  Rothes, 
was  got  to  heaven  many  years  before  the 
restoradon ;  and  the  earl  who  was  commis- 
sioner at  this  time,  was  never  so  unlike  his 
father  and  himself,  as  when  serving  the  in 
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166 1    ^^^^  ^  prelacy,  and  under  Inshop 
Sharp's  management,  at  the  top  of 
the  high  commission.  I 

What  this  author  incidentally  drops  after-    0/  several  other  rewutrkabUt,  wkkh  come  mi 

in  upon  the  former  Seetiotu^  dwitig  tUi 
year^  1661. 


•vards,  p.  405,  comes  in  the  last  room  to  be 
considered  here.  In  giving  the  duke  of 
Lauderdale's  character,  among  oth6r  things, 
he  makes  him  **  the  underminer  of  episco- 
pacy in  Scotland,  by  lajring  it  upon  a  new 
foundation,  tbb  plbasubb  of  the  king." 
This  is  not  a  place  to  inquire  how  far  the 
establishment  of  prelacy  in  the  Christian 
church  was  still  from  the  pleasure  of  the 


Hayiho  thus  gone  through  the  great  turn 
of  affidrs  in  Scotland  this  year,  under  such 
general  heads  as  wpgeareA  to  me  most  pnh 
per,  I  have,  in  holdiqg  close  by  them,  over- 
looked several  things  remarkable  enou^ 
and  not  altogether  alien  from  the  design  of 


civil  magistrate,  and  was  brought  in  to  model ,  this  histoiy,  which  I  am  now  to  gather  op 


the  church  government,  and  governors,  in  a 
dependance  upon  the  state:  at  least  this 
seems  plain  enough,  that  the  continuance  of 
the  hierarchy  in  protestant  churches  since 
the  reformation,  is  very  much  owing  to  this 
spring.  But  the  Doctor  is  certainly  mis- 
taken, when  he  calls  this  a  **  new  fbundar 
tion  in  Scotland,"  since  it  must  be  owned, 
by  all  who  know  any  thing  of  our  Scots 
affidrs  since  our  reformation  from  popery, 
that  prelacy  here  had  never  any  other  foun- 
dation save  the  ^  pleasure  of  the  king." 
What  hath  been  said  upon  this  historian, 
may  serve  upon  the  matter,  as  remarks  upon 
the  other  English  writers,  who  have  very 
much  copied  after  ''  The  Complete  History 
of  England,"  in  our  Scots  affidrs,  and  fre- 
quently keep  by  this  author's  words. 

Mr.  Collier,  in  his  account  of  this  turn, 
has  nothing  different  from  the  former,  unless 
it  be  an  insinuation,  "  that  the  presbyterians 
had  sdzed  patronages  :"  what  he  means  by 
seizing  them,  needs  to  be  explained.  IVes- 
byterian  ministers  still  complained  of  them 
since  the  reformation,  and  a  presbyterian 
parliament  abolished  them,  but  presbyteri- 
ans never  made  use  of  them  themselves. 
Mr.  Eachard  very  faithfully  copies  the  two 
former,  without  observing  that  distinctness, 
as  to  the  years,  iie  might  have  done.  His 
reader  will  very  readily  imagine  from  his 
account  of  this,  that  the  act  of  parliament, 
restoring  bishops,  was  May  8th,  1661,  espe- 
cially since  it  stands  so  upon  the  head  of  his 
page ;  and  several  acts  he  mentions,  as  well 
as  the  proceedings  against  the  marquis  of 
Argyie,  were  during  that  year. 


here,  and  so  end  what  I  have  upon  this 
year.  And  I  take  the  greater  liberty  to 
notice  these  inddental  matters,  in  this  and 
the  following  years,  that  we  have  yet  almost 
nothing  of  a  histoiy  of  this  period  I  am 
upon. 

Last  year,  this  kingdom  was  ddivered 
from  the  English  army,  under  the  fear  of 
which,  and  an  absolute  subjection,  Scotland 
had  been  for  a  good  many  years ;  and  I  find 
some  remarkables  which  were  applied,  per- 
haps without  any  ground,  to  this  turn,  in 
several  papers  come  to  my  hands.    I  only 
hint  at  two,  which  seem  most  observable. 
When  the  English  subdued  Scotland,  die 
swans  which  were  in  the  loch  on  the  nofth 
side  of  Linlithgow,  left  it,  and,  as  it  was 
then  termed,  took  banishment  on  them; 
but  last  year,  or  the  beginning  of  this,  they 
came  back  upon  the  king's  return;   and 
upon  the  citadel  of  Perth,  where  the  aznu 
of  the  commonwealth  had  been  put  up,  in 
May  last  year,  a  thistle  grew  out  of  the  wall 
near  the  place,  and  quite  overspread  then, 
which  was  much  observed,  and  our  old  Scots 
motto,  nemo  me  impune  laceuei.   Both  these 
may  be,  without  any  thing  extraordinary, 
accounted  for ;  but  they  were  matter  of  re- 
mark and  talk,  it  may  be,  more  dian  they 
deserved. 

At  the  first  session  of  parliament  this 
year,  when  the  forms  were  over,  January 
4th,  the  commissioner  signified  to  the  house, 
that  it  was  his  majesty's  pleasure,  that  the 
bones  of  the  marquis  of  Montrose  should 
be  gathered  together  to  one  place,  to  be  in- 
terred with  the  funeral  honours  due  to  one 
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who  had  died  in  his  majesty's  service.  Ac- 
cordingly, January  lih,  all  the  remains  of 
liis  body  were  gathered  from  the  places 


where  they  were  placed,  fifay,  1650.  His 
corpse  was  raised  from  the  Burrow  Muir, 
put  in  a  fine  coffin,  and  carried  up  under  a 
rich  canopy  to  the  tolbooth ;  where  all  being 
ready  before,  his  head  was  taken  down,  and 
put  into  the  coffin,  with  colours  flying, 
cannons  shooting,  and  trumpets  sounding, 
and  carried  down  to  Holyrood-house,  and 
depositate  in  the  aisle,  till  afterwards  what 
of  his  members  had  been  at  Glasgow,  Stir- 
ling, Perth,  and  Aberdeen,  had  been  taken 
down,  and  brought  to  Edinbuigh  before- 
hand :  and  May  1 1th,  the  solemnity  of  the 
fimeral  was  performed  in  a  vast  deal  of  state, 
and  the  coffin  was  brought  up  to  St.  Giles's 
church,  with  mourners,  led  horse,  the  lyon, 
heralds,  and  all  the  members  of  parliament 
attending,  and  the  commissioner  in  a  mourn- 
ing coach. 

Upon  the  2d  of  April,  the  king's  life- 
guard was  formed.  By  their  constitution 
they  were  to  consist  of  noblemen  and  gentle- 
men's sons,  and  they  were  to  be  one  hundred 
and  twenty  in  number,  under  the  command 
cf  the  lord  Newbuigh.  After  their  taking  an 
oath  to  be  loyal  to  his  majesty,  they  made  a 
parade  through  the  town  of  Edinburgh  with 
carabines  at  their  saddles,  and  their  swords 
drawn.  Whatever  was  their  first  settlement, 
the  scum  of  the  nation  was  taken  into  them ; 
and  we  shall  afterwards  meet  with  them  as 
ready  i^truments  in  the  persecution  which 
followed. 

April  23d  was  the  day  of  the  king's  cor- 
onation at  London ;  and  it  was  solemnized 
at  Edinburgh,  by  preaching  in  all  the  kirks; 
and  care  was  taken  to  have  it  kept  with 
great  state  through  all  the  remarkable  places 
in  the  kingdom.  There  was  sermon  in  the 
parliament  house,  and  great  rejoicings  at  the 
Cross,  a  sumptuous  feast  at  the  Abbey, 
ringing  of  bells,  bonfires,  and  all  other  de- 
monstrations of  joy. 

Blay  13th,  by  order  of  parliament,  my 
lord  Warriston's  forfeiture  was  publicly  inti- 
mate at  the  Cross  by  the  heralds,  his  arms 
torn,  and  set  up  most  contemptuoujdy  upon 
all  the  public  places  in  Edinburgh.  May 
15th,  the  proclamation  for  keeping  the  29th 
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of  May  was  intimate  by  the  lyon    |^. 
with  great  solemnity. 

May  22d,  the  covenant  was  burnt  with 
great  solemnity  at  London,  by  the  hand  of 
the  conmion  hangman,  with  all  the  spite 
and  contempt  that  could  be  devised,  and 
several  senseless  roundds  and  ballads  were 
printed  and  spread,  particularly  one,  entiUed, 
**  The  execution  of  the  covenant  burnt 
by  the  conmion  hangman,  London,  May 
22d,  1661."  One  needs  not  be  so  much 
surprised  at  this  by  the  highfliers  in  Eng- 
land, since  we  shall  just  now  meet  with  littie 
less  contempt  poured  upon  it  in  Scotland. 

According  to  the  act  of  parliament  lately 
made  and  published,  the  29th  of  May  this 
year  was  observed  with  the  greatest  solem- 
nity at  Edinbuigh.     Sermons  suitable  to  the 
occasion  were  preached  by  timeserving  min- 
isters, in  all  the  kirks  there.    After  sermons 
a  great  feast  was  prepared  by  the  town,  in 
the  great  coUege-hall,  at  which  the  commis- 
sioner, the  whole  nobility,  and  prindpal 
members  of  parliament  were  present:  the 
bells  were  rung,  the  cannons  discharged^  and 
every  thing  else  that  could  be  contrived  to 
grace  that  solemnity.     Some  observations 
have  been  already  made  upon  the  act  of 
parliament  for  keeping  this  day.   The  church 
of  Scotland,  since  the  reformation,  had  still 
vigorously  opposed  the  observation  of  anni- 
versary holidays.   They  kept  the  holy  Chris- 
tian Sabbath  vrith  the  most  religious  strict- 
ness, and  firom  principle  refused  to  keep  any 
other  stated  holidays :  and  when  upon  very 
good  reasons  they  could  not  observe  Christ- 
mas and  Pasch,  they  could  never  think  of 
doing  that  for  their  king,  which  their  Savi- 
our had  not  required  to  be  done  for  himself. 
Certainly  many  who  kept  this  day,  kept  it 
not  to  the  Lord,  but  it  was  solemnized  with 
almost  as  much  riot,  revelling,  and  madness, 
as  if  it  had  been  one  of  the  heathen  holi- 
days.   For  all  these  reasons,  the  true  chil- 
dren of  this  reformed  church  refiised  this 
imposition,  as  what  by  their  reformation 
rights  and  principles,  as  well  as  their  solemn 
vows,  they  were  bound  up  from.     However 
this  was  a  most  melancholy  day  to  Scotland, 
being  the  triumph  of  the  wicked,  betwixt 
the  days  of  the  execution  of  the  noble  mar- 
quis of  Argyle,  and  Mr.   James  Guthrie; 
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IA8I  ^'^^  BMilc  avcty  eiiHiiwitiiiiiiirtcr 
in  the  west  of  SootlBiid,  yet  in  his 
cliurch,  dioooe  that  text  to  preach  upon  this 
day,  it  being  his  stated  week  day  for  ser- 
mon»  Esth.  iiL  15.  "And  the  kii^  and 
Haman  sat  down  to  drink,  but  the  city 
Shushan  was  perplexed." 

July  10th,  Sir  Alexander  Durham,  lord 
lyon,  was,  irith  a  great  deal  of  solemnity, 
crowned  lyon  king  at  arms.  In  the  face  of 
parliament  there  was  a  gold  crown  put  upon 
his  head,  and  the  commissioner  had  %speedi 
to  him,  and  the  lord  register  another.  Be* 
fore  the  solemnity,  Mr.  Robert  Lawrie  had 
a  sermon  in  the  house,  from  that  text,  Esth. 
vL  6.  "  What  shall  be  done  to  the  man 
whom  the  king  delights  to  honour  ?** 

When  the  parliament  arose,  and  the 
ooondl  sat  down,  with  the  whole  executive 
power  in  their  hands,  at  their  first  meeting, 
July.  13th,  they  order  the  citadels  built  by 
the  English,  to  be  demolished :  and  the  earl 
of  Murray  is  appointed  to  slight  and  demol- 
ish that  of  Inverness ;  the  eui  of  Eglinton, 
that  of  Ayr;  the  lord  BeUenden,  that  at 
Leith ;  and  the  magiBtrates  of  Perth,  with 
Sir  George  Kinnaird,  that  at  Perth. 

July  25th,  1^.  David  Dickson  applies  (to) 
the  council  for  their  license  and  privilege  to 
print  his  **  Therapeutica  Sacra,"  now  trans- 
lated into  En^h  by  himself.  The  coun- 
cil appoint  Mr.  Andrew  Fairfoul  to  revise 
it,  and  report  to  the  council,  whether  it  is 
fit  to  be  reprinted.  Now  indeed  the  worid 
was  changed  in  Scotland,  when  Mr.  Fair- 
foul  is  pitched  upon  to  revise  Mr.  David 
Dickson,  professor  of  divinity,  his  books. 

This  year  and  the  next,  there  are  vast 
numbers  of  commissions  granted  by  the 
council  to  gentlemen  in  every  shire,  and 
almost  in  every  parish,  especially  in  the 
north  and  east  country,  to  try  persons  for 
witchcraft:  and  great  numbers  of  these 
wretches  confess ;  clear  probation  is  found 
against  others,  and  they  are  executed.  The 
numbers  of  these  commissions  for  trial  of 
witches  for  several  years,  surprised  me  when 
I  met  with  them  in  the  registers. 

August  1st,  the  council  order  that  day  to 

be  kept  with  such  solemnities  as  were  for- 

werly  used  before  the  late  usurpation,  in 

cowwemoration  o£  the  deliverance  o(  Vv\« 
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niigesty^s  grandfiilliar,  Jamea  YI,  of  eter 
blessed  memory,  from  die  conspiracy  iii- 
taoded  by  the  esil  of  Gowtie,  conform  to 
the  kte  act  of  parliament  made  tliereanent; 
and  direct  tiieir  oiders  to  the  magistrates  of 
Edhibuigfa,  and  governor  of  the  castle,  to 
see  to  tills.  And,  October  Sd,  die  like 
orders  are  given,  but  more  timeooaly,  for 
the  keeping  of  the  5th  of  November. 

September  I7th,  the  derk  ia  ordered  ts 
draw  up  a  prodamation,  <fiachaiging  the 
electing  of  any  person  to  be  mi^istrate  or 
counsdlor  within  buigh,  but  such  as  are  of 
known  loyal^  and  afibction  to  Ins  majesty 
To-mocTow,  Sqytember  18,  it  was  approveo, 
and  the  tenor  of  it  follows. 

**  Whereas,  during  thelatennhtypytrouhta^ 
some  persons  who  were  offiinatical  princ^ple% 
and  enemies  to  monardiical  government  md 
his  majest/s  lawfiil  authority,  to  attam  their 
ambitious  designs,  did  so  comply  with  the 
usurpers  o£  the  government  for  the  timc^ 
and  join  with  them,  to  secure  their  tyraimy 
and  usurpation,  that  by  tfceir  assistance  sod 
countenance  they  did  screw  into  their  own 
hands  the  sole  administration  of  afiirs  sad 
jurisdiction  within  the  most  part  of  the  bui]^ 
royal  in  this  kingdom,  and  in  time  did  so 
settie  their  interest,  that  none  were  chosen 
to  be  magistretes,  or  of  the  council,  bot 
such  as  adhered  to  them;  and  lest  those 
practices  may  be  endeavoured  to  be  set  on 
foot  again,  and  attempts  made  to  have  such 
persons  elected,  and  the  power  and  govern- 
ment continued  as  of  late;  which  if  not 
remedied,  may  be  of  dangerous  consequence^ 
and  prejudicial  to  his  majest3r's  service  and 
authority,  by  obstructing  these  who  are  of 
known  integrity  and  loyalty,  to  exercise  his 
majestjr's  laws  and  commands,  in  order  to 
the  securing  his  royal  interest,  and  the  peace 
of  the  kingdom,  which  is  now  necessary  to 
be  taken  notice  of,  when  the  time  of  dec- 
tion  of  magistrates  fiir  royal  burghs  is  sp- 
I  proaching.  Therefore  the  lords  of  Ids 
'  majesty's  privy  council,  inhibit  and  discharge 
the  decting  of  any  person  to  be  magistnte 
or  counsellor  vrithin  buigh,  but  such  as  are 
of  known  loyalty  and  afiection  to  his  ma- 
jesty's government,  qualified  as  is  expressed 
\w  \.Vv^  Ute  acts  of  parliament,  and  others 
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[uriiig  tile  late  troubles,  hafl  been  no  erl* 
jence  to  the  contnty :  with  certification^  if 
nf  dectioDa  be  ouierwiae  made,  the  tald 
lections  shall  be  declared  null  and  void, 
nd  die  persons  elected,  and  ^ese  who  shall 
lect  them,  shall  be  censured  with  all  rigour 
8  persons  (fisaflbcted.  These  presents  to 
c  forthwidi  published  at  the  Market-cross 
if  Edinburgh,  and  all  other  royal  burghs." 

I  win  hare  frequent  occasion,  in  this  his- 
017,  to  observe  the  strict  chain  betwixt 
d^ous  and  dvil  privileges  and  liberty; 
rfaen  the  one  is  attacked,  the  other  readily 
inks.  Last  year,  in  September,  matters 
rere  a  little  more  smoothly  managed.  The 
hancellor  wrote  to  the  meeting  of  the  royal 
nrglis,  and  that  convention  wrote  to  each 
f  their  number,  giving  them  what  they  call 
aveats  in  their  elections,  that  none  be 
hoaen  but  well  afiected  persons  to  his 
lajesty  and  his  government,  whether  on  the 
oundl  or  magistracy.  They  forbid  like- 
rise  the  choosing  any  who  had  subscribed 
be  "  Remonstrance,"  **  Association,"  or 
rho  concurred  in  any  course  for  promoting 
lie  ends  thereof,  or  who  protested  against 
nj  public  judicatories  or  their  determina^ 
kms,  since  the  year  1650.  But  now  the 
oani^gers  grow  in  these  attacks,  and,  beyond 
rhat  the  act  of  parliament  ordains,  declare 
be  elections  void,  if  they  be  not  of  such 
crsons  who  showed  their  loyalty  during  the 
roubles,  and  other  conditions  spoken  of  in 
be  proclamation.  I  need  make  but  few 
BBiarks  on  it ;  several  new  ways  of  speak- 
ig  are  in  it,  "  the  king's  laws,"  and  the 
ke.  In  short,  the  design  of  this  prodamar 
ion  was  to  exclude  all  from  any  manage- 
leot  of  buighs^  who  were  any  ways  &vourers 
f  presbytery,  or  were  not  fiilly  and  heartily 
Jt  the  bishops,  and  the  king's  arbitrary 
ower,  and  to  bring  the  royal  burghs  entirely 
nder  yoke  to  the  courtiers :  and  they  begin 
rith  Edinburgh,  as  a  pattern  to  all  the  rest; 
nd  when  they  were  thus  treated,  none  of 
be  rest  could  think  to  stand  out.  Thus, 
Ictober  dd,  ^  the  councO  understanding, 
bat  smce  their  last  proclamation  anent  the 
lections  of  magistrates,  these  of  Edinbui^h 
re  chosen,  do  ordain  one  of  their  maccrs 


to  warn  the  haill  maglstratea,  coiio*  .^. 
sellors,  and  deacons  of  crafts  who 
are  elected,  as'  also  these  who  did  vote,  or 
should  have  voted  at  the  said  election,  to 
compear  before  the  council  November  1st, 
and  give  an  account  of  their  carriage  as  they 
will  be  answerable.  Accordingly,  Novembtf 
1st,  the  council  find  the  election  good,  and 
the  present  magistrates  of  Edinburgh,  Can- 
ongate,  and  Portsburgh,  lawfiilly  elect^  and 
authorize  the  same.  They  d«Jare  agauist 
some  protestations  made  by  the  crafts. 
Thus  we  see  the  liberty  of  the  royal  burghs 
overturned ;  and  if  the  council  please,  they 
may,  by  citations  and  otherwise,  harass  all 
the  electors,  and  elected,  if  not  according 
to  then*  scheme;  and  we  shall  find  other 
attacks  made  upon  them  afterwards. 

At  that  same  diet,  September  18th,  the 
council  order  that  such  suffering  ministers 
as  petition  for  redress,  and  are  recom- 
mended, by  his  grace  the  lord  commissioner 
and  parliament,  to  the  council,  shall  have 
precepts  on  Mr.  John  Wilkie,  collector  of 
the  vacant  stipends,  for  such  sums  as  shall 
be  modified  and  allowed  by  the  council, 
notwithstanding  any  former  act.  This  was 
only  meant  of  episcopal  ministers ;  if  pres- 
byterians  had  been  allowed  a  share,  the 
fund  would  have  soon  been  exhausted: 
and  a  provision  is  not  only  made  for  minis- 
ters, but  others  reckoned  sufferers  for  the 
king's  interest.  Accordingly,  November  7th, 
I  find  Andrew  Olen  late  provost  of  Lin« 
lithgow,  and  James  Glen,  represent  their 
losses  for  adherence  to  his  majesty's  interests, 
and  constant  affection  to  his  service.  Last 
council  day  a  committee  had  been  appointed 
to  examine  their  losses,  and  upon  report, 
the  council  find  their  losses  extend  to 
X7,834 :5:Sd,  and  recommend  them  to  his 
majesty's  favour.  I  could  name  presbyterian 
ministers  who  lost  as  much  as  any  of  them, 
by  standing  up  for  the  king,  and  yet  now 
they  are  harassed,  turned  out,  and  perse- 
cuted :  whereupon  I  may  safely  enough  apply 
the  learned  and  great  Doctor  Barrow  his 
distich  he  wrote  on  such  treatment  in  Etig^ 
land,  common  to  him  and  many  good  men. 

«  Te  magffl  optavit  redituram,  Carole,  nemo; 
Et  nemo  sentit  te  redUtoe  minus.* 

October  3d,  the  couxvcll  otdaasv  lU^i  ^t^sat* 
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lfi6L  ^'^  ^^  ^^  sesfioiiy  locd  n^gifter, 
and  lord  Ley,  aod  such  of  the  ooud- 
■ellon  as  shall  be  present,  to  be  auditors  for 
takinp^  away  and  oompoeUig  the  differences 
betwixt  the  moderators  of  the  oniTersity  of 
Glasgow,  and  Mr  Patrick  Gillespie :  and  in 
case  of  Tarianoe  betwixt  the  said  auditors, 
the  lord  chancellor  is  to  be  oversman  ;  and 
give  power  to  the  lord  chancellor  to  grant 
warrant  to  the  said  Mr  Gillespie  to  repair 
to  Edinburgh  for  that  effect,  notwithstand- 
ing of  his  confinement. 

November  7th,  information  being  given, 
«  ihat  C^rge  Swinton,  and  James  Glen, 
booksellers  in  Edinburgh,  have  caused  print 
several  seditious  and  scandalous  books  and 
papers,  such  as  '  Archibald  CampbelPs 
ISpeech/  'Guthrie's  Speech,*  *the  Cove- 
nanters* Plea,'  &C.     Ordered,  that  the  lord 


[[book  I. 

William  BiownhadbnN^  into  thb  king- 
dom several  books  and  papers,  order  the 
provost  of  Edinborgfa  to  secare  their  penom 
in  the  tolbooth,  till  further  order,  and  cams 
seise  all  their  books  and  papers,  which  ars 
to  be  revised  by  the  earl  of  Linlithgow, 
UHrd  presidenl^  Mr.  Bmce,  and  the  sud 
provost  of  Edinburgn,  wh^  are  to  report ; 
and  that  the  president,  advocate,  and  deik 
draw  up  a  proclamation  against  traffickiof 
papists.  November  14th,  the  lords  aboie 
named  report,  that  William  Brown  ms 
content  to  take  voluntary  banishment  upon 
him;  that  Inglis  acknowledged  himself  s 
trafficking  papist,  and  that  he  had  brought 
in  popish  books,  and  refused  to  give  soy 
account  of  popish  priests  lately  come  into 
the  kingdom,  or  to  relinquish  his  profesnon. 
Both  of  them  are  banished,  and  ordered  to 


advocate  and  provost  of  Edinburgh  seize  remove  in  three  weeks,  and  never  reton, 
upon  these  books  and  papers,  and  discharge  ,  under  the  pains  in  the  acts  of  parlianftnt 
them  and  the  rest  of  the  printers  to  print 
any  more  books  or  papers,  till  they  have 
warrant  from  the  king,  parliament,  or  coun- 
cil.'' And,  December  5th,  they  grant  liberty 
to  Robert  Meio,  keeper  of  the  letter  office 
at  Edinburgh,  to  publish  the  Diurnal  week- 
ly, for  preventing  of  false  news. 

When  at  this  time  the  council  are  pro- 
secuting the  worthy  Mr  Robert  Blair,  and 
other  presbyterians,  for  shame  they  could 
not  but  do  somewhat  against  trafficking 
papists  now  mightily  increasing  ;*  and  in- 
deed for  some  years,  as  we  shall  see,  the 
council  show  pretty  much  zeal  against 
papists,  but  are  retarded  by  the  backward- 
ness of  the  prelates  in  this  affair.  There- 
fore, November  7tb,  the  chancellor  reports 
that,  upon  information  that  several  traffick- 
ing papists  were  come  into  this  kingdom, 
and  that  John  Inglis  was  one  of  them,  he 
had  caused  seize  him,  and  found  two  letters 
upon  him,  which  were  read  in  council,  and 
had  caused  commit  him  to  prison.  The 
council,   finding  that  the  said  Inglis  and 


*  "  It  was  obstTvable  In  these  times,  that 
^bt«neror  any  thinj^  was  done  in  iaTOurs  of 
epiyciipricy,  there  wtis,  at  tlie  same  time  also, 
somewhat  done  against  popery,  for  alia}  in?  the 
humour  of  the  people,  who  were  bred  to  bcTiere, 
that    vp'm^pMiy    ynvs  a   limb    of  antichrist.*'—- 


November  19th,  The  council  issue  cot 
the  following  proclamation  against  pspists, 
Jesuits,  and  trafficking  priests. 

"  The  lords  of  his  majesty^s  council,  con- 
sidering that  since  the  reformation  tod 
establishment  of  the  protestant  religion 
within  this  kingdom,  many  desperate  plots 
and  conspiracies  have  been  batched,  sad 
incessantly  prosecuted  by  the  emissaries  of 
the  pope  and  his  counsels,  to  the  hazard  of 
the  undermining  of  that  glorious  and  blessed 
structure  ;  wherethrough  not  only  many 
simple  and  ignorant  people  have  been  de- 
luded  and  withdrawn  from  their  holy  pro- 
fession, and  those  principles  of  truth  wherein 
they  were  bred  and  educated;  but  the  pilkn 
and  foundations  of  allegiance  and  obedience 
to  supreme  authority  and  laws  have  been 
sore  shaken,  by  saying  and  hearing  of  ms«, 
resetting  of  Jesuits,  and  seminary  priests, 
trafficking,  and  perverting  unstable  souls, 
and  settling  of  superiors  and  other  officers 
depending  upon  the  Romish  hierarchy,  hj 
whose  council  and  conduct  they  may  pro- 
pagate the  rebellious  principles,  and  erro- 
neous doctrines,  which  in  all  probability  had 
prevailed  to  the  great  hazard  of  religion, 
monarchical  government,  and  the  peace  of 
the  kingdom,  if  by  the  wholesome  laws  and 
Kiackvndt^ni%tvr7oF^viw^^^^  \  statutes,  and  pious  care  and  endeavours  of 
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lb  HHJestj;  and  his  royal  ancestots,  the 
nme  had  not  bean  prerented:  and  being 
nfiMmed,  that,  notwithstanding  of  the  late 
let  of  thia  corrent    parliament,  solemnly 
jnbliBhed  against  popish  priests  and  Jesuits, 
irherriyy  his  majesty,  to  witness  his  royal 
aure  of,  and  zeal  for  the  protestant  religion, 
vitfa  oonsent  of  the  estates  of  parliament, 
fid  command  .and  charge  all  and  smidry 
Jesmts,  priests,  and  trafficking  pefnsts,  to 
depart  this  kingdom  within  a  month  after 
the  publication  thereof,  and  discharged  all 
bis    subjects    to   reset,    supply,  entertain, 
Pumish  meat  or  drink,  or  keep  correspond- 
mce  with  any  of  the  foresaids,  under  the 
Mona  contained  in  that  and  former  acts  of 
Mtf-liament,  which,  during  the  late  troubles, 
hanre  not  been  put  in  execution  agiunst  the 
Bontrareners :  yet  divers  persons  are  come 
bto  this  kingdom,  with  instructions,  popish 
ixxiks,  and  writings,  and  priests'  Testments, 
for  prosecution  of  these  abominable  prac- 
tices ;  who,  finding  themselves  now  mightily 
disappointed  of  that  great  increase  of  their 
numbers,  and  advancement  of  thdr  designs, 
whereof  they  had  great  hopes  from  the  late 
horrid  confusions,  introduced  into  church 
and  state  by  sectaries,  do  again  adventure 
to  trace  their  old  steps,  and  embroil  that 
order  and  government  restored  to  us  by 
Almighty  God.    Therefore  they  conunand 
and  charge  all  his  majesty's  subjects,  of 
wiiatsomever  qudity  and  degree,  to  observe 
and  obey  the  foresaid  act,  and  all  other 
acts  of  parliament   made  against  priests, 
Jesuits,  and  trafficking  papists:  wiUi  cer- 
tification, if  they  do  otherwise,  the  whole 
pains  there  contained,  shall    be    inflicted 
without  mercy.     And  ordains  all  sheriffi 
ci  shires  and  their  deputes,  magistrates  of 
buig;hs,  and  other  judges,  and  all  ministers 
of  the  gospel,  within  their  respective  bounds 
and  jurisdictions,  to  make  exact  inquiry 
ifier  the  offenders,  and  to  apprehend  their 
persona,  and  secure  them  in  the  next  prison, 
and  immediately  to  give  notice  thereof  to 
the  privy  council :  as  also  to  send  in  yearly 
to  the  lords  of  the  privy  council,  a  list  of 
mch  persons  as  are  known  or  suspected 
to  be  painsts,  and  to  seize  on  all  popbh 
books,  writings,  commissions,  instructions, 
and  others  bekmg^g  to  them,  which  they 
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can  apprehend,  conform  to  104th    .^. 
act,  pari.  13th,  James  VI.  and  other 
acts  and  statutes,  as  they  wfll  be  answer- 
able, under  all  highest  pains.    And  ordains 
these  forthwith  to  be  printed  and  published." 

That  same  diet  of  council,  the  following 
letter  from  the  king  is  read.  "  Right  trusty, 
&c  Having  given  orders  to  our  archbishops 
here,  that  in  all  the  churches  and  chapels 
of  this  our  kingdom,  our  royal  consort 
queen  Katharine  be  prayed  for;  we  have 
resolved  also,  that  in  our  ancient  kingdom 
she  be  prayed  for :  and  seeing  our  bishops 
of  that  kingdom  aro  not  yet  consecrated, 
we  have  thought  fit  to  require  you  to  issue 
conunands  to  all  the  presbyteries  of  Scot- 
land, that  in  all  the  several  churches,  im- 
mediately after  their  prayer  for  me,  they 
pray  for  queen  Katharine,  and  for  Mary 
queen  mother,  James  duke  of  York,  and 
die  rest  of  the  royal  family."  Li  the  dose 
of  the  letter,  he  orders  them  to  raise  the 
value  of  gold  to  the  same  proportion  which 
it  is  in  England.  The  council  order  a 
proclamation  to  be  drawn,  and  it  is  pub- 
lished in  the  above  terms,  November  21st. 
Thus  the  reader  hath  a  pretty  laige  account 
of  this  remarkable  year,  1661. 

CHAP.  HL 

OF  THE  SUFFERINGS  OF  PRESBTTERIANS,  AND 
STATE  OF  AFFAIRS  IN  SCOTLAND,  DURING 
THE  TEAR  1662. 


1662. 


This  year,  and  the  second  session 

of  parliament,  affords  the  reader  a 

new  scene  of  persecution.    Though  none 

suffered  death  this  year,  yet  a  good  many 

were  imprisoned,  and  not  a  few  ministers 

banished  into  foreign  countries;  several  of 

whom  never  returned. 

Till  the  parliament  sit  down,  the  council 
have  but  little  before  them;  the  bishops 
who  were  consecrated  at  London,  not  coming 
down  till  April,  and  the  rest  were  not  con- 
secrated till  four  days  before  the  parliament 
sat  down.  And  indeed  it  was  our  prelates 
who  pushed  the  council  to  most  of  their 
severities :  however,  that  arbitrary  court,  in 
the  beginning  of  the  yeaf^  ^rfect  what  they 
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1668  ^'^  ^'^S*^  ^""^  y^^>  ^<^  ducbaiige 
all  eoclesiastical  meetiiigi,  and  pre- 
pare mattcn  for  the  parUament,  who  sit 
down  May  8th.  The  pariiament  set  up  the 
prelates,  aod  receive  them  with  solemnity 
enotigh  into  their  meeting;  diey  persecute 
sofloe  q£  the  most  noted  of  the  presbyterian 
ministers  in  the  west  country,  and  attack  the 
ministers  of  Edinbiugh :  a  new  set  of  acts, 
for  the  establishment  of  bishops,  and  the 
further  harassing  of  presbyterians,  are  made ; 
they  also  pass  the  saitence  of  death  upon 
the  lord  Lorn,  afterwards  eari  of  Argde, 
and  spend  much  time  upon  the  fining  of 
presbyterians. 

But  the  chief  part  of  the  pcnecutitm  ia 
managed  by  the  council,  after  the  parliament 
rises;  aod  when  some  things  are  done  at 
Edinburgh,  they  come  west  to  Glasgow,  and 
there  tnm  <mt  some  hundreds  of  presbyterian 
ministers:  and  upon  the  commissioner's 
return  from  his  progress,  the  council,  in  the 
end  of  the  year,  attack  a  great  number  of 
presbyterian  ninbfeers,  in  all  the  comers  of 
the  ooentry,  and  banish  some  of  them,  and 
confine  o^ers.  Those  things,  with  some 
other  incidental  matters,  will  afibrd  matter  for 
four  or  Gfe  sections  upon  this  cluqiter. 

SECT.   I. 

0/  the  proceedings  against  presbyterians^  be- 
fore the  down-^OHng  of  the  parliament,  with 
some  euaps  made  to  bear  testimony  against 
those,  and  some  account  of  the  consecration 
of  the  rest  of  the  bishops  in  Scotland,  this 
year  1662. 

Most  part  of  the  proper  matter  for  the 
history  of  the  sufferings  of  this  church,  dur- 
ing this  year,  falls  in  during  the  sitting  of  the 
parliament,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 
The  council  had  little  before  them  tiU  the 
consecrated  bishops  came  down ;  and  yet  in 
January  they  p^ect  the  work  they  had 
entered  upon  at  the  close  of  the  last  year, 
the  oyertuming  the  judicatories  of  this 
church,  to  pave  the  way  for  predates :  and 
therefore  I  am  to  give  some  account  of  this, 
with  some  hints  at  the  testimony  essayed 
agtaDBt  It  hj  some  few  ministers ;  and  shall 
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ordination  of  the  rsM  of  oir  prelates,  whick 
wiU  hand  ua  into  die  Sd  aMdoaof  this 
current  parliament,  held  by  MUdteton. 

Our  Seoto  ooondl  FBoeife  tkeb  orders  from 
England,  where  things  were  aiow  coneerted 
by  Mr.  Sharp,  and  the  rest  of  our  bishops 
at  this  time  there;  and  these  are  carefully 
executed  at  Edinbuigli,  and  pioclarastiaas 
aocordin^y  issued  out.  Thus,  Jsimaiy  H 
the  council  reeaivea  lettar  finom  the  kio^ 
dischaiging  all  erriesiaariral  meetingB  in 
synods,  presbyteries,  and  swsinni,  until  thsy 
be  authorised  by  the  prdates;  the  tenor 
whereof  follows. 

<<  Charles  R. 

•«  Right  trusty,  &c.  Whereas,  by  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  our  pariiament,  we  did 
allow  the  adminlstntion  of  the  chnreh 
government  of  Scotland,  by  sessions,  pred^^ 
teries,  and  synods,  notwithstanding  of  the 
act  rescissory,  until  we  should  take  care  for 
the  better  settlement  of  the  govemment  of 
that  church :  and  we  havhag,  by  our  late 
prodamation,  deciaied  our  royai  pleaanrs  for 
restoring  the  ancient  and  U|^  government 
of  that  church,  by  archbisbopt  and  bishops, 
as  it  were  exercised  in  the  rei^  of  oar 
royal  fother,  before  the  year  1637,  and,  ia 
pursuance  of  diat  our  resolution,  have  nom- 
inated and  presented  persons  to  the  seversl 
bishoprics  of  Scotland,  of  vrfaom  there  hai 
been  lately  four  consecrated,  and  mvested 
with  the  same  dignities,  church  power,  end 
authority,  which  was  formeriy  competent  ta 
the  biehops  and  archbishops  of  that  church, 
in  the  rdgns  of  our  royal  grandfiuher  and 
fiither. 

**  Therefore  our  allowance  of  the  adnuflBS* 
tration  of  the  government  of  that  church,  in 
the  way  it  hath  been  rince  the  violent  inter- 
ruption of  episcopal  government,  being  incon- 
sistent with  the  same  now  established,  and 
being  now  of  itself  void  and  eipfired,  seeiqi 
it  was  only  for  a  time,  till  we  afaonld  aettis 
and  secure  church  government  in  m  frame 
most  suitable  to  monarchy,  and  complying 
with  the  peace  of  the  kingdom. 

**  Our  will  is^  that  the  amd  allowance  bi^ 
of  no  further  force  or  contmuanoe;  bat  thni 
the  jurisdiction  and  exercise  of  church  gov* 
Mtut  up  thiB  section  with  an  accoimt  d(  ^he  \  onsneDX  d^^  be  ^Msdered  in  the  respective 
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qmocbp  pnAyiencn,  ami  fleasioiiB  of  the 
dnrch  of  Sootland,  by  the  appointment  and 
authority  of  the  ardibishops  and  bishops 
thereof*  according  to  the  standing  laws,  and 
their  known  privileges  and  practice  conform 
thereunto. 

*  **  This  our  will  and  pleasure,  you  are  re-> 
qsirod  forthwith  to  publish  by  proclamation^ 
dbcfauging  all  ecclesiastical  meetings  in 
■jTDodSy  presbyteries,  and  sessions,  until  they 
be  authorized  and  ordered  by  our  archbishops 
lod  bishops,  upon  their  entering  into  die 
pyvemment  of  thdr  respective  sees ;  which 
is  to  be  done  speedily. 

"  We  do  further  require,  that  you  take 
yiecial  care,  tlwt  all  due  deference  and  res- 
ect be  given  by  all  our  subjects,  to  the 
irchlnshops  and  bishops  of  that  church ;  and 
hat  they  have  all  countenance,  assistance, 
nd  encouragement  from  our  nobility,  gentry, 
ad  burghs,  in  the  dischaige  of  their  office, 
nd  service  to  us  in  the  church ;  and  that 
ewtre  and  exemplary  notice  be  taken  of  all 
nd  every  one  who  shall  presume  to  reflect, 
ir  express  any  disrespect  to  their  persons, 
ir  authority  with  which  they  are  intrusted. 
find  so  we  bid  you  heartily  farewell.  Given 
It  our  court  at  MThitchall,  December  28th, 
1661.    By  his  majesty's  command, 

**  Laudbrdalb." 

The  clerk  is  ordered  to  draw  up  a  pro- 
jamation  conform  to  this  letter  and  the 
Mxnmands  therein  contained,  and  have  it 
eady  next  council  day.  Accordingly,  Jan- 
uuy  0th,  it  is  read,  agreed  to,  and  ordered 
o  be  printed  and  published.  It  agrees  very 
mich  with  the  above  letter ;  however,  bo- 
auiae  of  the  importance  of  it,  I  have  insert 
ikewise  tiie  proclamation,  in  a  note,*  and  it 


•  At  Edinburgh,  9th  of  Janoary,  1062. 
ns  loHs  cf  his  m^|esty'i  priTy  ooundl  hsviog 
whli  Hill  his  msjetty'i  letter,  of  the  date,  at 
¥UtehaU  the  28th  of  December  hMt,  1661, 
iiMliig,  that  whereaa  by  the  advioe  and  eeoaent 
4  thm  parliament,  his  majesty  did  allow  the 
Aalnistrmtion  of  die  chureh  gOTemment  of  this 
ilfiow.  by  emions,  presbyteries,  and  synods, 
loCwItliBtaoding  of  tiie  act  resoisMMy,  until  his 
a^katy  should  take  care  for  the  better  aettling 
if  OM  government  thereof:  and  that  hayinf,  by 
i  hM  prodamation,  of  the  date  the  6th  of  Sep- 
embsr,  1661,  declared  his  royal  pleasure  for 
eitoring  the  ancient  and  Ifgal  government  of 
he  dinrdi,  by  arohbidM^pa  and  liishope^  as  it 


is    signed  by  Glcncmm,    Rothes,    .^^ 
Morton,      Roxburgh,      Southesk, 
Weemyss,  Annandale,    Dtmdee,    Sinclair, 
Bellenden,  John  Fletcher,  Robert  Murray. 
At  the  same  time  the  council  recommend 
it  to  the  lord  chancdlor,  to  sign  the  follow- 
ing letter  to  the  sheriffii  and  their  deputes, 
through  the  kingdom,  to  be  communicated 
to  each  minister. 

**  Right  Honourable, 

**  There  is  a  proclamation  emitted  by  the 
lords  of  privy  council,  intimating  his  majes- 
ty's pleasure  for  dischaiging  all  meetings  of 
synods,  presbyteries,  and  kirk  sessions,  until 
they  be  ordered  by  the  archbishops  and 
bishops  of  the  church  of  this  kingdom :  and 
lest  the  contributions  for  the  poor,  and  the 
distribution  thereof  within  the  several  par^ 
ishes  in  the  meantime  be  interrupted,  the 
council  has  recommended  it  to  me,  to  write 
to  you  in  their  name,  to  acquaint  the  several 
ministers  of  all  the  parishes  within  your 
shire  and  jiuisdiction^  that  notvrithstanding 
of  the  said  pnoclamation,  they  may  appoint 
some  of  their  parish  for  contribution  of  the 
collection,  and  distributing  the  same  to  the 
poor  thereof,  for  which  these  presents  shall 
be  your  warrant,  from 

**  Your  aflfbctionate  friend, 

•*  Glencairn,  Chancellor." 

What  hath  been  said  upon  the  ibnner 
public  papers,  may  supersede  reflections 
on  this  letter  and  proclamation.  We  see 
that  gradually,  yet  pretty  quickly,  the 
prcsby  tcrian  constitution  of  this  church  was 
overturned.  Synods  were  fu^t  interrupted, 
and  then  disduuigcd ;  presbyteries  were  inhi- 
bit to  ordain  any  to  then:  VBcande8,and  now 


was  ezerdaed  in  the  year  16S7,  and  that  In  pur- 
suance of  that  reedntlon,  his  nu^|esty  hath  nomi- 
nated and  preeeDted  penons  to  the  eeverd 
Uthopries  of  this  kingdom,  of  whom  eome  haye 
been  lately  consecrated,  aiid  inrestad  with  the 
same  dignities,  church  power,  and  authority, 
which  was  formerly  competent  to  the  arch- 
biehope  and  biehope  of  this  church,  in  the  reigns 
of  his  royal  grandfather  and  &tj[|er,  of  bleieed 
memory ;  and  that  the  allowance  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  this  church,  in  the  wav  it  hath  been, 
dnoe  the  Tiolent  interruption  oi  episcopal  goTem- 
ment,  Iwing  inroniietent  with  the  same  now 
established,  is  now  of  itsdf  void  and  expired,  as 
bdiif  only  for  a  time,  till  his  msieetT  shoaM 
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IMfi  ^  ™^^ '  ^^  fcssions  likewise 
mnst  die  with  the  expiring  gov- 
ernment of  this  church.  This  proclama- 
tion raied  presbjterian  government  quite,- 
And  we  may  observe  a  considenMe  dif- 
ference betwixt  prelacy  now  obtruded, 
and  die  old  Scots  episcopacy.  Presby- 
teries and  sessions  remained  under  the 
buhopsy  during  king  James  VI.  his  reSgn, 
almost  in  the  Ml  exercise  of  their  power, 
saving  that  presbyteries  were  cramped  with 
constant  modenitors :  but  now  presbyteries 
and  sessions  are  made  entirely  to  depend 
upon  die  bisliop,  and  indeed  materially 
abrogated,  as  may  afterwards  be  noticed. 

The  same  day  this  proclamation  is  pub- 
fished,  tiie  councfl  haimig  considered  a  letter 
from  the  eari  of  Lothian,  desiring  that  the 
preri>ytery  of  Kelso  may  be  discharged  to 
plant  tiie  }nA  of  Yctholm,  ordered  the  clerk 
to  rign  the  following  letter  to  thor  moderator. 

«  Bight  Reverend, 

•  The  lords  of  privy  council  are  informed 
that  the  kiric  of  Yetholm  being  vacant,  the 
earl  of  Lothian  did  give  in  a  presentation,  as 
likewise  some  other  persons  pretending  to 
have  right  to  the  same ;  and  that  notwith- 
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standing  of  the  late  act,  ifiaduffging  tiie 
presentations  to  prediyteries,  yoa  are  pn^ 
ceeding  in  order  to  the  admissinn  of  some 
person  to  be  nunister  at  the  mad  tirk;  aad 
therefore  have  commanded  me  to  aoquaiDt 
you  of  the  foresaid  proclamation,  tiut  yoo 
do  not  proceed  to  admit  any  persoo  to  be 
rainister  at  the  said  church,  as  yoo  wiD  be 
answerable,  which  you  are  to  communinte 
to  your  brethren,  I  am,  sir, 

*  Your  humble  servant, 

Peter  Weddebburn.'' 

Little  more  offers  from  the  council  niters 
till  the  parliament  rises,  and  then  we  shall 
meet  with  enough  of  matter  for  this  history. 

Those  invasions  v^xm  judicatories,  but 
especially  the  letter  and  proclamation,  qnite 
overturning  them,  nused  an  universal  soirow 
and  concern  through  the  kingdom,  Presby- 
terians, formeriy  broken  among  themselves, 
could  not  easily  make  any  concert,  and  the 
ministers  were  of  £fifercnt  sentiracnts  wlmt 
course  was  best  to  take.  Now  indeed  tfaev 
came  to  understand  one  another  moch 
better  than  formeriy,  when  going  to  a  joint 
furnace.  Mr.  Douglas,  I  am  told,  said,  when 
he  saw  matters  came  to  this  pass,  "oor 


settle  and  secure  church  govGmment  in  a  frame 
most  suitable  to  monarchy,  and  complying  with 
the  peace  of  the  kingdom;  and  so  the  said 
allowance  should  be  of  no  farther  force  and 
continuance,  but  the  jurisdiction  and  exercise 
of  church  go\'enunent  should  be  ordered  in  the 
respective  synods,  presbyteries  and  atsaions  of 
this  church,  by  the  appointment  and  authority 
of  the  archbishops  ana  bishops  thereof,  accord- 
ing to  the  standing  Uiws.  and  their  known  privi- 
lege, and  practice  confoitn  thereto:  and  that 
special  rare  be  taken  that  all  due  reverence  and 
respect  be  given  by  all  the  subjects,  to  the  arch- 
bishops and  bishops  of  the  church,  and  thai  they 
liave  an  countenance,  assistance,  and  eiicoiinige- 
inent,  from  the  nobility,  gentry,  and  others,  in 
the  discharge  of  their  office  and  service  to  his 
mi^esty  in  the  church:  and  that  strict  notice  be 
taken  of  all  and  every  one  who  shall  presume  to 
reflect  or  express  any  dntrespect  to  their  persons, 
function  or  authority,  with  which  they  are 
Invested;  which  his  nisjesty  requires  to  bo 
InUn^ate  to  the  whole  lieges 'by  proclamation, 
discharging  all  ecclesiastirul  meetings  in  synods, 
presbyteries  or  sessions,  nntSl  they  be  authorized 
and  ordered  \xj  the  archbishops  and  bishops, 
upon  their  entry  unto  the  government  of  their 
respertive  sees,  which  is  to  be  done  spradlly: 
thereSore,  in  obedience  of,  and  conform  to  his 
majesty's  royal  pleasure  and  command,  have 
ortfatned,  and  by  these  presents  ordain  the  lyon 
Miaig  al  armi^  and  hii  brethren  heraida,  vvaranu- 


vants,  and  messengers  at  arms,  to  pass  to  th« 
market-cross  of  Edinburgh,  and  there,  by  open 
proclamation,  to  make  paUieatlon  of  hismajcstv's 
royal  pleasure  foresaid;  discharging  all  eccle- 
siastical meetings  in  synods,  presbyteries,  and 
sessions,  until  they  be  authorized  and  orderpd 
by  the  archbishops   and    bishopa,  upon   their 
entering  unto  the  government  of  their  respectJTe 
sees,  as  said  is ;  and  to  reqaire  all  his  majesty't 
■uligecti  of  whatsoever  rank,  quality,  or  degm 
they  be,  to  give  all  due  reverence  and  reepert 
unto  the  archbishops  and  bishops ;  and  that  a)) 
the  BobiUty,  gentrvt  and  borsonha,  sheriffi  ti 
ahires,  stewards  of  stewartries,  baillies  of  regali- 
ties, magistrates  of  burghs,  justices  of  peace,  and 
<^er  public  ministers,  within  their  respective 
bounds  and  jurisdictions,  at  all  times,  give  sil 
countenance,  assistance,  and  encouragement  to 
them,  in  the  discharge  of  their  office  and  servkw 
to  his  majesty  in  the  church :  with  certificatism 
that  if  any  shall  presume  to  reflect  or  expre* 
any  disrespect  to   their  persona,  Ainciion,  or 
authority  with  which  they  are  invested,  thttj 
shall    be   severely  and   exemplarily  punisheOf 
according  to  the  nature  and  quality  of  thrir 
ofiinice.    And  ordain  these  presents  to  he  priatcd, 
and  published  at  the  market-cross  of  £dinbai|;b, 
as  said  is,  and  other  places  needAil,  that  nons 
nay  pretend  Ignorance. 

Pr.  WiBDxaBuaK,  CL  Sec.  Coociin. 


I 
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God  save  the  king. 


CHAP.  UU] 

bfcdma  the.protatton  hare  had  their  eyes 
•pen,  and  we  hare  been  blind."  Mr.  Dick- 
aon  lued  to  Bay,  **  The  proteBters  have  been 
■uch  truer  prophets  than  they."    And  Bir. 
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the  earl  of  Loudon  and  Mr.  Robert 
Bailie,  who  both  died,  I  think,  be- 
fore the  parlianient  sat  down. 

Yet  some  testimony  was  given  by  prcs- 


Wood  acknowledged  to  several  oi  hb  breth-    by  teries  in  some  places ;    besides   others 
ren  who  diflered  in  judgment  from  him,  |  recorded    in    their    registers,    declarations 


"  That  they  had  been  mistaken  in  their 
views  they  took  of  matters."  And  till  the 
ashes  of  those  burnings  were  raised  to  add 
fuel  to  the  flame  about  the  indulgence,  and 
ifler  sqiaration  for  a  good  many  years,  the 
resolutions  and  protestation  were  quite 
buried.  Nevertheless,  this  was  a  juncture 
of  very  much  difficulty;  and  ministers  and 
honest  people  had  thdr  thoughts  perhaps  as 
much  Bpeat  in  the  melancholy  fiorecastings 
of  approaching  sufierings,  as  upon  due 
methods  of  a  joint  opposition  to  the  en- 
croachments so  fast  making  upon  thenu 
And  it  is  with  regret  I  observe  it,  that  too 
little  of  a  spirit  for  this  appeared  either  with 
ministers  or  people.  At  the  first  defection 
to  episcopacy  in  this  church,  bUct  our  rcfor- 

ition  from  popery,  a  considerable  stand 
made  by  ministers  then  perfectly  united : 
but  now  the  most  part  of  presbyteries  silently 
obtenqierated  this  proclamation.  In  some 
places  when  they  did  meet,  they  found 
they  could  do  nothing;  and  the  essays  of 
some  presbyteries  to  keep  themselves  in 
poMteaorio  by  mecdng,  were  useless,  and 
reckoned  singular  by  others;  and  by  piece 
and  piece  all  the  presbyteries  of  the  church 
were  deserted,  save  some  few,  very  few, 
who  subjected  to  the  prdates'  orders. 

Those  heartbreaking  encroachments  upon 
die  liberties  of  this  church,  brought  many 
worthy  gray  hairs  to  the  grave  with  sorrow : 
BO«r  indeed  the  prelatic  and  old  malignant 
party  **  saw  Zion  defiled,  and  their  eyes 
looked  upon  her"  with  pleasure,  when  many 
better  men  mourned  and  wept  to  their 
fraves.  Those  may  well  be  reckoned  suf- 
ferers ;  and  though  they  were  not  martyrs 
by  men's  hands,  because  death  prevented 
that,  yet  they  were  confessors  and  martyrs 
ID  resolution,  and  their  death  is  justly 
chargeable  upon  the  contrivers  and  carriers 
on  of  the  iniquity  of  this  time.  Among  those 
I  shall  afterwards,  when  I  come  to  the  suf- 
ferii^  of  particular  persons,  take  notice  of 


against  prelacy,  and  the  present  encroach- 
ments. In  Edinburgh,  Glasgow^  and  other 
chief  places,  care  was  taken  by  the  magis- 
trates, there  should  be  no  more  meetings  of 
presbyteries ;  so  that  indeed  we  can  expect 
little  or  nothmg  from  thta.  I  shall  take 
notice  only  of  what  the  presbytery  of  Kirk- 
cudbright essayed  to  do  at  this  time,  from 
some  original  papers  come  to  my  hand,  pre- 
served among  others  belonging  to  that  truly 
great  man  Mr.  Thomas  Wylio,  minister  at 
Kirkcudbright,  whom  we  shall  meet  with 
this  year  as  a  sufferer.  When  the  conndl 
proclamations  against  supplicating,  taken 
notice  of  last  year,  and  those  dischai^gii^ 
synods,  and  restricting  presbyteries,  came  to 
their  knowledge,  they  send  two  of  theu* 
number  to  Edinburgh,  with  the  following 
commisfflon,  which  I  give  from  the  original 
before  me. 

"  At  Kirkcudbright,  January,  1662. 

"  The  presbytery  taking  to  their  serious 
conaderadon  the  condition  of  the  work  of 
Ood  in  the  land  at  this  time,  upon  mature 
deliberation  do  judge  it  expedient  to  sup- 
plicate the  right  honourable  the  lords  of  his 
majesty's  privy  council  for  removiDig  the 
bar  that  lieth  in  the  way  of  address ;  and 
therefore  do  appoint  their  reverend  brethren, 
Mr.  John  Dimcan,  minister  at  Rerick,  and 
Mr.  James  Buglos,  minister  at  Crossmichael, 
to  repair  to  Edinburgh,  or  where  it  shall 
happen  their  lordships  to  be  for  the  thne, 
and  present  unto  their  lordships  our  humble 
desires,  and  return  their  diligence. 

«  M.  W.  Camt,  Clerk." 

I  do  not  question  but  the  two  came  in  to 
Edinburgh  accordingly;  and  though  there 
be  no  account  of  th?8  in  the  council  records, 
and  scarce  con  be  expected  there,  I  as  little 
doubt  they  essayed  to  present  the  following 
supplication. 
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166fi.   *  ^*^^  ^  ^^^  kenourabie  the  lords 
qf  kii  maJcsli/*$  privy  council,  tike 
humble  iuppliaUion  of  ike  presbytery  t^ 
Kirkcudbright, 

**  May  it  please  your  Lordships^ 

"  At  our  synodical  mcetiiig  in  April  last, 
we  were  fiilly  re8<dyed  in  all  hiuniUty  to 
have  presented  our  earnest  petition  in  Zion'b 
bdialf,  unto  the  hi^  and  honouFsble  court 
oC  parliament,  if  we  had  not  then  been  inters 
rupted;  and  in  October  last  the  same  reso- 
lutions did  revive  in  our  breasts^  and  would 
have  vented  themselves,  if  our  meeting  had 
not  been  prohibited.  And  truly  at  this  time 
wc  do  ingenuously  confess,  if  we  could  ob- 
tain it  of  ourselves  and  our  consciences 
before  €k>d,  (when  in  his  presence  we  are 
most  serious  upon  the  search,  what  Israel 
ought  to  do)  we  say,  if  we  could  obtain  it 
of  ourselves  to  be  silent,  we  should  content- 
edly thrust  our  mouths  in  the  dust,  and  not 
so  much  as  presume  once  to  move  a  lip. 

**  Bat  when  we  consider  the  work  of  the 
Lord,  at  what  hei^t  of  perfection  it  was,  in 
the  purity  of  doctrine,  worship,  discipline, 
and  government  in  this  land ;  and  when  we 
look  upon  the  sad  breaches  already  made 
upon  the  wonted  integrity  of  the  discipline 
and  government^  without  which  the  purity 
of  worship  and  doctrine  cannot  long  con- 
tinue; and  upon  the  present  actings  and 
preachings  of  some,  which  sadly  threaten 
the  utter  aversion  and  overturning  of  the 
cstiiblished  discipline  and  government ;  and 
when  withal  we  lay  to  heart,  that  the  Lord 
requireth  of  us, '  that  for  Zion's  sake  we 
should  not  hold  our  peace,  and  that  for 
Jerusalem's  sake  we  should  not  rest,  that 
wc  should  earnestly  contend  for  the  faith, 
and  be  valiant  for  the  truth  upon  the  earth,' 
and  that  we  should  plead  with  the  powers 
of  the  earth  in  behalf  of  Zion :  when  we 
consider  and  lay  to  heart  those  things,  we 
cannot,  we  dare  not  any  longer  lay  the  hand 
upon  the  mouth,  lest  by  sinful  silence,  and 
truth  prejudising  modesty,  we  betray  a  good 
cause,  and  fetch  a  cutting  lash  upon  our 
own  consciences,  and  provoke  the  holy  One 
to  be  offended  with  us. 

*  ynicTcforc,  right  honourable^  we  do  in 
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all  humility  pnMtnto  ounetm  hdant  yon 
lordships,  moat  hmnblly  nd  eamwdy  b^sgpg 
in  the  name  of  Jesus  Chriatp  that  your  hoih 
ours  would  be  pleated  to  g^mt  onto  us  frea* 
dom  and  liberty  to  oofokl  our  boaooia  unto 
your  honours  in  those  tbi^gi  tluit»  ralathf 
to  the  worit  of  Ckxi  in  the  land,  do  sadljr 
aggrieve  our  spirits ;  or^  if  your  honours  do 
not  of  yourselves  grant  this  liberty,  we 
humbly  b^  that  your  lordships  would  be 
pleased  to  intercede  with  the  lung's  moit 
excellent  majesty,  that  he  would  be  gmd- 
ously  pleased  to  remove  the  bars  that  sre 
drawn  in  the  way  of  address^  that  so  we 
may  haive  free  and  safe  access  unto  your 
lordships,  and  the  ensuing  high  and  honour- 
able court  of  pnrliamcnt,  to  represent  our 
sad  grievances  arising  from  the  undeniable 
evils  and  dangers  that  the  work  of  refem» 
tion  in  this  land  is  now  more  than  ever 
threatened  with,  and  to  supplicate  yoursnd 
their  honours  for  remedy  and  rechress. 

"  And  particularly  we  humbly  b^  that 
we  may  have  liberty,  with  freedom  and 
safety,  to  express  our  minds»  agunst  the  rfr> 
introduction  of  prelacy  upon  this  church 
and  kingdom;  in  doing  whereof  we  resolte 
in  the  Lord  to  walk  (according  to  the  mee- 
sure  we  have  received)  dose  by  the  rules  of 
scripture,  of  Christian  prudence,  sobriety, 
and  moderation ;  in  all  our  actiiigs  testtfying 
our  real  affection,  faithfulness,  and  loyakj 
to  the  king's  most  excellent  majesty;  the 
preservation  of  whose  royal  person,  and 
whose  long  flourishing  reign  in  ri^teous- 
ness,  is  the  thing  in  this  worid  that  ia  ami 
ever  shall  be  dearest  unto  us,  next  unto  the 
flourishing  of  the  kingdom  of  Jesus  Christ 

^  His  majesty's  gracious  condeaccndiif 
unto  those  our  just  and  humble  desires,  will 
yet  more  engage  our  already  most  deeply 
engaged  hearts  and  affections  unto  his  ma- 
jesty's person  and  government,  under  whom 
it  is  the  firm  resolution  of  our  hearts,  to  live 
in  all  dutiful  obedience,  prating  that  tbe 
Lord  may  long  preserve  his  royid  person 
under  the  droppings  of  his  grace,  and  abun- 
dant loadenings  of  his  best  blesaii^^  and 
special  mercies :  and  your  hanours*  fiivoor- 
able  acceptance  of  this  our  humble  petitnn 
off  our  handsyand  transmitting  of  the  aame  (o 
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Us  Mcnd  in^Htf 9  Mfloodad  wicfa  yoor  lord- 
iMpir  mtcftOMloni  ibr  bb  migci^  grant  of 
theM  our  JiiiC  dMim,  will  makft  the  present 
geocntion  bleti  you,  and  the  generation  to 
eome  eall  yon  happj,  and  afaali  add  to  our 
ibnner  obligationB  to  aoppficate  at  the  throne 
of  gTMe  for  the  Spfait  of  counsel  and  gov- 
ernment, in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  unto  your 
lordships,  and  that  your  persons  and  gorern- 
ment  may  be  ridily  blessed  of  die  Lord. 
Tims  we  rest,  expecting  your  honours'  finr- 
oiirable  answer." 


"When  so  modest  and  well  drawn  a  peti^ 
tion  could  not  be  heard,  we  may  see  what 
a  low  pass  matters  were  at  in  Scotland. 
All  they  ask  is  a  fidr  hearing ;  and  instead 
of  this  we  shall  find  aftowards  the  reverend 
Mr.  Wylie,  and  a  good  many  others  in  this 
presbytery,  where  I  think  thoe  was  not  one 
conformed  to  prdacy,  were  attacked  by  the 
council  this  year  and  the  following.    This 
unreasonable  and  unmanly  method  of  dis- 
charging addresses  and  applications  to  a 
government,  and  peremptory  refusing  the 
most  humble  applications  for  the  liberty  of 
them,  as  it  cannot  be  defended,  so  it  was 
the  occasion  of  all  that  can  be,  ^dth  the 
least  show  of  reason,  objected  against  the 
loyalty  of  presbyterians :  and  who  can  justly 
Uame  them  for  seeking  a  hearing  to  their 
grievances  in  an  armed  posture,  when  the 
oppression  of  their  enemies  had  forced  them 
to  this?    Yet  they  even  came  not  fliis 
length,  but  after  several  years'  patient  suffer- 
ing of  the  greatest  hardships;  as  we  shall 
see  in  the  progress  of  this  history. 

It  was  expected  the  parliament  would 
have  nt  down  early  this  year;  and  the 
presbytery  of  Kirkcudbright  had  under  their 
consideration  the  form  of  an  address  to  the 
partiament,  a  copy  whereof  is  before  me, 
under  the  reverend  Bilr.  Wylie's  hand:  it 
is  but  the  first  draft,  and  no  doubt  would 
have  been  smoothed  and  altered  to  the 
better,  had  any  door  been  opened  for  pre- 
senting it.  Imperfect  as  it  is,  in  my  opinion 
it  deserves  a  room  in  this  work,  as  the  de- 
signed testimony  of  those  worthy  persons 
at  this  juncture;  and  I  persuade  myself 
they  did  well  that  they  had  this  in  their 
hearts.     The  rude  draft,  witli  some  clauses 


I 


added  on  the  margin  of  H,  winch    i|m|o 
seem  to  relate  to   the  following 
years,  I  have  added  at  the  bottom  of  the 
page.* 


*  AddrcH  to  parliament  from  the  prcshytcry 
of  KirkeudbriihC. 

"  Although  we  hsTe  no  desire  to  appear  in 
poUlo  view,  liiit  incline  rather  to  weep  m  secret^ 
and  poor  out  oar  eomplalnte  and  snpi^ieatioaB 
in  Zioo*e  behalf,  before  the  Lord,  who  eeco  the 
milUetiont  of  hie  people^  and  hears  theh:  cry ;  yet 
having  this  happy  opptortanity  of  your  bommim 
lieing  assembled   in   this  present  parliament, 
under  his  most  excellent  nu^esty  our  dear  and 
dread  sorereign,  (the  fruits  of  whoss  fatherly 
care  and  gradons   inclination  to  relieve   tha 
oppressed,  and  refiresh  the  irearled,  conTeyed  to 
us  by  your  honours'  endeaToursi  we  hoiiefuUy 
expect  to  taste  of)  we  should  bo  nnfidtnlul  to 
God  and  his  csuse,  undutifol  to  our  soTereicn, 
cruel  to  ourselves,  and  to  the  present  and  fol- 
lowing  geaeratiooB,  if  ws  slionld  let  the  present 
occasion  slip  by  in  deep  silence,  not  makinf  so 
much  as  a  mint  to  groan  out  our  grlerances 
before  your  honours,  who  in  the  Lard's  pnsvi- 
denoe  seem  to  be  brouglit  together  for  such  a 
time  as  this,  that  enlaigement  may  arise  by  yoa, 
as  noUs  md  worthy  iaatmnents,  onto  the 
people  and  work  of  uod.    We  shall  forlMar  to 
mention  the  height  that  the  glorious  work  of 
reformation  had  attained  to  in  this  klik,  both 
in  our  forefathers*  time,  and  especially  in  our 
own,  in  this  land.     All  monuments  of  idolatry, 
all  superfluity  of  pompous  ceremony,  all  supcri' 
ority  of  lordly  prelacy,  root  and  branch,  being 
cut  off  and  removed ;  the  pure  worship  of  God 
In  word  and  saeramentih  the  pore  government 
of  his  house  was  restored,  sorording  to  the  pattern 
showed  in  the  mount,  and  solemnly  engaged 
unto:  then  were  we  a  crown  of  glory  in  the 
hand  of  the  Lord,  and  a  royal  diadem  In  the 
hand  of  our  God ;  then  the  Lord  accompanied 
his  word  in  the  mouth  of  his  faithful  servants, 
with  such  nower  and  life  in  converting,  com- 
forting, ana  conflrming  souls,  that  it  was  indrsd 
the  power  of  God  unto  salvatfon,  and  backed  it 
with  such  power   and  anthority  against  dn, 
that  bv  it  the  works  of  the  devil  were  destroyed, 
and  Satan    fell  like  lightning,  profanity  was 
dashed,  and  atheists  chuged  nther  in  hearty  or 
at  least  in  countenance ;  popery,  with  all  error 
and  heresy.^  curbed,  that  it  durst  not  set  up 
its  head.     Those  are  so  notour  that  to  insist 
upon  them  were  to  trouble  your  honours  by  a 
recital  of  things,  which  are  so  manifestly  known 
that  our  advenaries    themselves  cannot  deny 
them ;  or  if  they  should,  many  of  your  honours, 
being  eminently  instrumental  in  the  late  glorious 
reformation,  and  eye-witnesses  of  the  blessed 
effeets  thereof,    whieh    increased   daily   until 
obstructed    by  the    unlawful  invasion  of   the 
perfidious  usurper,  whose  feet  the  Lord  made  to 
slide  in  due  time,  could  put  them  to  slume  and 
silence.     And  though  we  did  give  real  demou- 
ntrations  of  our  lo)'al  affections  to  his  majenty, 
during  that  unjust  and  rebellious  usurpation, 
and  may,  as  to  this,  without  vanity  compare 
and  reckon  in  the  gate  with  several,  who  now, 
pretending  much  to  loyalty,  do  restlessly  endea- 
vour to  fetch,  and  keep  us,  with  many  othen*  of 
his  mi^esty's  faithful  subjects,  under  the  Lxih  of 
the  law,  and  iUtwoui\\KUiiAvec  <A  «skc«^  «.>\^v>\SV|^ 
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little  move  ofibn   belbre  the 
nttiiig  down  of  the  periiament^saTe 
the  oonsecratioo  of  the  rest  of  the  bishops; 


aa  if  we  were  the  most  dliloyal  penoni  on  the 
Uot  of  the  eayrth,  which,  the  Lord  knows  is  ftr 
from  our  thoughts;  neither  can  any  Justly  or 
rationally  fatlur  any  such  charge  acidnst  us 
hottk  our  actions,  we  harlng  obtained  mercy, 
to  carry  so  under  the  greatest  dlfflcuhies,  and 
darkest  of  times,  as  our  neart  doth  not  reproach 
us,  and,  we  hope,  are  approred  of  God  who  is 
greater  than  our  heart;  m  weareaUe  sufficiently 
to  stop  the  mouth  of  calumiiv  itself  in  speiUng 
against  us  in  this  matter.  But  the  Tinmcation 
of  ourselves,  however  neoesssrv  in  Its  own 
places  not  being  our  main  intendment,  we  can 
easily  command  ourselves  silence,  as  willing  to 
be  repute  any  thing,  or  nothing,  for  God.  We 
Bare  to  speak  npon  this  subject ;  if  it  were  our 
toings  we  were  to  q»eak  for,  we  should  choose 
to  put  our  mouths  in  the  dust,  and  be  alt^ether 
silent  rather  than  move  a  lip :  but  Mmsidering 
the  cause  ws  plead  fiir,  is  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ's, 
which  nearly  coneems  the  souls  of  his  people, 
and  knowing  that  sinful  silence  of  the  mouth  in 
sudi  matters,  will  make  the  conscience  within 
to  cry,  we  crave  your  honours*  leave  and  pardon 
to  pour  out  our  oonq^laints  and  humble  desires 
bemre  jrou. 

*<  After  our  patient  enduring  of  trouble,  and 
our  faithful  and  loyal  deportment  in  relation  to 
his  majesty  and  his  intenst,  during  the  time  of 
the  usurper's  |Mrevailing,  and  of  his  majesty's  sad 
suflfering,  we  expected,  upon  his  majesty's  re- 
storation, not  only  n  reviving  from  our  botfidage, 
but  also  the  promovin^  and  supporting  of  tnc 
covenanted  work  of  reformation ;  and  now  that 
it  is  fallen  out  otherwise,  is  the  matter  of  our 
grief,  and  has  been  the  occasion  of  sad  sufferings 
to  many  of  his  majesty's  most  faithful  and  ]o>^ 
subjects,  in  their  consciences,  persons,  names, 
and  estates,  while  they  refused  to  give  ac^tiye 
compliance  in  such  things  as  they  cannot  obtain 
of  tneir  consciences  to  come  up  to :  instead  of 
promoving  the  reformation,  we  have  lost  all 
that  we  formerly  attained  unto;  and  the  glory 
of  our  kirk,  once  beautiful  in  the  eyes  of  the 
nations,  is  now  turned  into  shame,  and  we  are 
liecome  a  reproach  unto  our  neighbours  round 
al>out:  the  wttrd  was  purely  and  powerfully 
preodied,  and  followed  with  a  blessing  from  the 
Lord,  disripline  was  impartially  exerciwMi,  then 
the  government  of  his  house  did  run  in  the  right 
channel,  and  was  execute  by  those  to  whom  God 
had  given  that  charge,  iu  opposition  both  to 
episcopacy,  independcncv  and  erastianism,  and 
the  Lord  thus  feeding  his  flock,  both  with  the 
staves  of  beauty  and  bands,  by  his  sent  and  sealed 
servants,  the  stavefi  being  in  right  hands,  the 
church  of  Christ  in  the  land  was  edified,  hoUness 
was  countenanced,  profiuiity  dccriird,  and  the 
Ixird  rested  in  his  love  among  us.  But  now 
the  p(»or  of  the  flock  that  wait  upon  the  Lord, 
cry  out  of  soul-starving,  and  that  they  are  de- 
stntyed  fur  lack  of  kuowle<1ge.  Now  profanity 
and  dissoluteness  lift  up  the  head,  without 
shame,  without  reproof,  and  keep  the  crown  of 
the  aiUfutj.  Now  popery  spreads  in  all  the 
corners  oi  the  land,  and  papists  not  only  avow 
themselves,  but  talk  insolently.  Now  irrational 
qunjteis  traffic  from  place  to  plar^s  and  in»ke 
their  proselytes  unwu;;  flu*  ^^H\»l^•  \\\\\  vxiwVaW. 


of  which,  with 

assembly,  I  shall  here  give 

April  8th,  the  prinate  and  tiMotharthraft 


Now  Uie  wicked  are  hardened  and  fmboldfimiil 
In  tiiefr  dna^  aad  tins  tendor  godly,  who  wfll 
not  run  with  them  Into  *¥Tn— ^  tamm  of  ilsl^ 
reproached,  disnwintenancwi  and  persscuted. 
Now  atheism  abounds,  and  the  gencraHty  sn 
become  so  ignorant  of,  and  IndifliMBt  abovt  thi 
matters  of  God,  and  their  sool-ooocemnsB^ 
that  they  are  apt  to  receive  the  impress  of  sny 
religion,  how  oorrupt  aoevsr.  And  all  thsH 
wrath-iHTovoliing  evib  do  flow,  aa  may  be  evitet 
to  all  who  do  not  shut  tlieir  eves,  man  rantro- 
duced  prelacy ;  for  the  prelates  having  abandoaed 
discipline^  and  thrust  iu  and  kept  in  osrien, 
insufficient  and  scandalous  persons  upon  tke 
Lord's  pem»la,  ssvcral  of  vrfaom  are  not  wsrAv 
to  be  mombers  of  a  civil  coaamonwealth,  maca 
less  to  officiate  in  the  house  of  God;  fi>mi  hcoot 
it  is  that  profanity,  as  fWmi  a  foul  puddfc,  does 
flow  through  the  whole  land. 

"  For  those  things  our  souls  mourn,  and  fiv 
remedy  thereof  we  make  this  application  to  voor 
honours,  humbly  lieiceching  your  InriMifi, 
that  as  you  respwt  the  glory  of  God,  the  iioar- 
Ishing  o(  Christie  kingdom  in  the  land,  tlie  ssfis^ 
of  immortal  souls,  tte  adorning  of  his  maWglji 
crown,  the  quiet  of  the  persons  of  his  mnjestf^ 
losing  and  loval  subjects,  your  own  endlesi 
praise,  and  flourishing  «if  yonr  honounbh 
families,  the  comfort  of  many  oppveased  muiis- 
ters  and  groaning  congregations  within  tbi 
kingdom;  and  that  as  you  respect  jonr  own 
comfort  and  peace  in  the  great  day  of  your  as* 
counts,  you  would  grant  a  favourable  answer  to 
our  most  just,  reasonable,  and  in  order  to  the 
remedying  of  the  fcn'onaitioned  evils,  neosHsiy 
desires.  And,  1st,  We  humbly  beg,  that  Itj 
your  honours'  timous  intercession  at  his  ms\»- 
tv's  hands  (and  the  Ijord  grant  you  favour  fin 
the  presence  of  the  king)  and  by  your  owa 
authority  and  power,  this  poor  kirk  and  king- 
dom, lyin^  in  ner  tears,  grief,  and  fear,  may  be 
delivered  from  the  burdensome  yoke  of  prelacy, 
a  yoke  which  neither  we  nor  our  fathers  were 
able  to  bear,  a  plant  which  our  heavenly  Father 
hath  not  planted,  and  which  never  took,  cvn 
from  the  reformation  hitherto,  with  this  kirlE 
and  kingdom  as  its  kindly  soil,  but  has  still  been 
the  occasion  and  cause  of  manv  grievoue  eviH 
OS  experience  of  old,  of  late^  and  at  this  present, 
does  abundantly  witness.  2dly,  We  numbly 
beg,  that  the  pure  government  of  the  chnrdb. 
by  sessions,  presbyteries,  synods,  and  genenl 
assemblies,  may  be  restored,  and  suffered  with- 
out all  encroachments  to  reside  iu  right  handir 
and  all  former  acts  of  parliament  in  nvouis  sf 
the  same  be  revived  and  ratified  for  its  establish 
ment ;  that  the  courts  of  Clvist,  thus  oonntcB- 
onced  by  the  civil  authority,  may  be  la  caaa  Is 
purge  this  church  from  scandalous  ministcnaad 
members.  Sdly,  That  all  ministers  removed 
from  their  charges,  be  restored  to  their  plaois 
and  functions,  to  feed  the  flock  of  Christ,  pur- 
chased by  his  own  blood,  that  the  V^niihed  he 
called  home^  and  that  his  gracioua  majesty  woaU 
l.-w  aside  hb  displeosiuv  conceived  a^nst  othen 
ot  his  mijestys  faithful  and  loving  subjects, 
ithly.  That  yuur  lordships  would  takt  an  eAo» 

\tuul  wuy  for  removing  tne  useless,  insuffieient, 
^uiV  sc.v\T\\\v\i^vv».  Y*<^rNN\v«.  that  have  been  thnist 
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eoDMonted  tC  London  caine  to  Berwick,  exhorted  the  bwhops  not  to  en-  .^_ 
and  were  met  by  considemble  numbera  of  croach  upon  the  nobility,  but  to 
■oblemeny  gentlemen,  and  others,  upon  the  keq>  themselves  sober,  and  not  exceed  the 
load  to  Edinburgh :  some  gave  themselves  bounds  of  their  function.  The  consocrators 
the  trouble  to  go  as  far  as  Cockbums-path,  ,  were  the  two  archbishops.  The  primate 
odwra  to  Haddfaigton,  and  many  met  them  made  use  of  the  English  forms,  and  read  all 
It  Unaaelburgh ;  and  under  pretext  of  obe*  firom  the  book,  the  Lord's  Prayer,  Creed, 
dience  to  his  miyesty's  commands  to  put  and  Ten  Commandments,  and  consecration 
•11  respect  on  them,  they  were  received  at  \  and  exhortation  after  it  I  do  not  find  that 
dteir  coming  in  with  all  pomp  and  solcmnitj,  >  the  bishops  were  re-ordained  presbyters  and 
and  trumpets  sounding,  which  was  not  a  !  deacons  before  their  consecration,  as  the 
little  pleasing  to  Mr.    Sharp's    ambitious    four  had  been  at  London ;  neither  that  ever 

it  was  once  proposed.  Three  of  the  bishops 
nominated  wen  not  present,  but  hasting  up 
as  soon  as  possible,  the  bishop  of  Aberdeen, 
and  other  two  who  were  out  of  the  kin^ 
dom :  and  those  three  were  consecrate  after- 
wards at  St.  Andrews,  in  June  this  year. 

This  ceremony  paved  the  way  for  their 
admission  as  members  in  the  parliament, 
to-morrow.  May  8th ;  where,  after  the  voting 
of  the  1st  act,  for  ''restitution  of  bishops," 
of  which  in  the  next  section,  they  were 
brought  up  to  the  house,  and  convoyed 
from  it  with  much  pomp.  All  the  bishops 
were  together  in  the  archlnshop  of  St. 
Andrews'  lodgings,  near  the  Nether  Bow, 
waiting  for  the  honour  to  be  done  them. 
Six  members  of  parliament,  two  noblemen, 
the  earls  of  Kelly  and  Weemys,  and  two 
barons,  and  two  buigesses  were  sent  to 
invite  them  to  come  and  take  their  seats 
in  the  house.  From  the  Nether  Bow  they 
came  up  in  state:  the  two  archbishops  in 
the  midst  of  tlie  first  rank ;  the  gentlemen, 
baillies,  and  the  town  council  of  Edinbuigh, 
mixed  in  with  the  rest  of  the  bishops,  who 
had  all  theur  black  gowns  and  robes.  When 
they  came  to  the  house,  a  speech  was  made 


The  oomnnasioner  Middleton  came  down 
finom  court  to  Holyrood-house  upon  Sun- 
day, Bfay  4th,  and  the  consecration  of  the 
rest  of  our  prelates  was  put  off  till  he  should 
be  present  to  countenance  this  solemnity, 
which  was  indeed  a  new  thing  in  Scotland. 
Accordingly,  May  7th  was  fixed  for  their 
oonaecration,  in  the  church  of  Holyrood- 
konae.  The  nobility  and  gentry  in  town, 
with  the  magistrates  and  town  council  of 
Edmburig^,  contributed  their  best  endeap 
voura  to  pot  respect  upon  this  work.  The 
church  doors  were  strictly  kept,  and  none 
bad  access  but  those  who  had  warrants. 
The  two  archbishops  went  to  the  church  in 
great  parade  in  their  pontifical  habits,  black 
gowns,  suiplices,  lawn  sleeves,  copes,  and 
all  other  things  in  due  form.  Bdbre  the 
consecration,  a  sermon  was  preached  by  Mr. 
James  Gordon,  minister  at  Drumblait,  in 
the  oorth  of  Scotland :  his  text  was,  1  Cor. 
iv.  1.  **  Let  a  man  so  account  of  us  as  min- 
isters of  Christ,  and  stewards  of  the  mys- 
of  God."    And  in  his  sermon  he 

dated  upon  the  hulls  and  escapes  of  the 
fanner  prelates,  which  made  them  fall,  and 


fa,  and  kmt  in  upon  th«  Lord's  people,  to  their 
gfvat  grief,  and  the  stanrhig  of  their  souls. 
otUy^,  That  a  snffldent  defence  be  prorided  by 
fwir  lordahipa,  asainst  all  noTatlona  in  doctrine, 
SBcramaita,  wonnlp  and  dijidpline,  and  that  no 
■dli  pass  in  pnrjadlee  of  our  religion,  as  reform- 
ed In  all  dieee,  or  in  corroboratioa  of  new  opi- 
niooe  against  the  tame,  whether  episcopacy, 
cuiuiMMUea.  or  any  thing  else  which  should  be 
reacted  and  not  ratified.  6thly,  That  all  form- 
er acts  of  pariiament,  against  cursing,  swearing, 
and  ftarfm  Uasphemy  of  God's  name,  profaning 
the  Lord's  day,  drinking,  whoring,  and  other 
aboninaMe  dns,  nnivernlly  abounding  in  the 
land,  and  against  popery  and  popish  emissaries, 
by  whoae  means  It  so  much  spreadetli  every 


where,  be  rcTived,  and  put  in  due  and  ready 
execution.  Thus,  earnestly  praying  God  to 
bless  your  honours,  with  the  spirit  of  righteous 
Judgment  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  to  direct 
and  enable  yon  to  do  that  which  may  be  right  in 
his  sight,  profitable  and  refreshing  to  this  poor 
langiushing  kirk,  comfortable  to  yoor  own  souls 
in  the  day  of  your  appearance  before  the  Judg- 
ment-seat of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  to  bles6 
and  nreserre  his  mi^csty's  royal  person,  and  to 
establish  his  throne  in  righteousness,  to  endure 
as  long  as  sun  and  moon  run  in  tlieir  courses,  and 
to  bless  your  honours  with  sincere  seal  finr  God, 
true  k>^ty  to  his  mijeaty,  and  endless  glory 
with  Cnrist  for  ever,  we  expect  jronr  lonwiii>&' 
favourable  and  refreshing  answer. 
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IfiAfi.  ^  ^cm^  ^^^  ^®  pariiament*!  act 
restoring  them^  read,  and  the  house 
diimussed  that  day.  They  were  all  invited  to 
dine  with  the  commissioner ;  and  he  did  them 
the  honour  to  walk  down  the  street  with  them 
on  foot.  Six  macers  went  first,  with  their 
maces  derated:  next,  three  gentlemen 
ushers,  one  for  the  commissioner,  another 
for  the  chancellor,  and  the  third  for  the 
archbishop  of  St.  Andrews;  and  then  the 
pursebearer  discovered.  Tlie  commissioner 
and  chancellor  came  next,  with  two  noble- 
men upon  their  right  hand,  and  the  arch- 
bishops upon  their  left  hand,  in  thdr  gowns : 
and  the  other  noblemen  and  members  of 
parliament  invited,  and  the  rest  of  the 
bishops,  followed,  making  up  the  cavalcade. 
When  I  come  to  consider  the  act  for 
their  restitution,  some  general  remaiks  upon 
the  re-introduction  of  prelacy  will  offer 
themselves :  only  here  it  may  be  matter  of 
wonder,  that  buhops  are  thus  brought  in 
upon  this  church,  without  the  least  shadow 
of  the  church's  consent  or  authority.  In 
king  James  VL  his  time,  another  method 
was  judged  better.  The  corrupted  and 
overawed  assembly  at  Montrose,  1600,  after 
a  great  struggle,  agreed  to  the  caveats,  and 
paved  the  way  for  their  coming  in  under 
another  name  than  that  of  bishops :  and 
this  was  found  necessary  by  the  court,  to 
prqMure  matters  for  the  king's  succession  to 
England,  and  the  union  of  the  two  crowns. 
The  yet  more  corrupted  assembly  at  Olas- 
gow,  1610,  which  was  so  scandalously  and 
openly  bribed,  did  more  directly  counte- 
nance, and  some  way  ratify  prelacy.  But 
now  they  come  in  without  the  least  consent 
of  the  church ;  yea,  contrary  to  many  un- 
rescindcd  church  canons,  which  made  many 
in  Scotland  look  upon  them,  and  such  as 
they  authorized  and  hatched,  as  real  in- 
truders, not  only  without  consent,  but  rerti' 
tcnte  et  contradicente  ecdetia.  The  reasons 
of  such  procedure  in  this  obtrusion  wore 
various:  the  bishops  and  managers  durst 
not  hazard  any  considerable  meeting  of 
ministers  in  Scotland  upon  this  point. 
Things  were  not  so  ripe  for  this  as  in 
the  year  1610,  nor  so  gradually  prepared 
for  their  giving  consent.  And  now  when 
alysolate  and  arbitrary  government  was  In 
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be  fletiq>  m  the  rtatf,«id  tlw  pwrogiliia 
stretdied  to  its  utmost^  it  was  not  onfit  to 
have  the  ministry  and  the  govenunent  of 
the  church  entirely  depending  opoo,  and 
set  up  by  the  royal  prerogative  and  pleasure : 
80  a  church  concurrence  was  not  so  much 
as  endeavoured,  but  prdatea  and  prdacjr 
brought  in  entirdy  bythe  luprenMiGy.  Aad 
upon  this  foot  the  pariiament  give  tbor 
consent  to,  and  settle  cpisoopacy  in  tfadr 
second  session;  to  which  I  now  eone^if 
once  I  had  remarked,  that 

Bfay  7th,  the  commissioner  in  cooadl 
declares,  that  it  is  his  miyesty'a  royal  will 
and  pleasure,  that  the  earl  of  Tweeddale'i 
restraint  be  taken  of^  and  he  restored  to  sU 
his  former  rights  and  privileges,  and  hii 
bond  be  delivered  up  to  him.  Which  the 
council  orders  to  be  done;  and  he  had 
opportunity  to  sit  in  pariiament  to^norrow: 
but  he  and  others  must  be  taught,  by  bii 
dght  months'  imprisonment  and  confine- 
ment, how  dangerous  it  would  be  to  speA 
their  light,  and  cross  the  court  in  any  of 
their  votes  in  the  ensuing  parliaments. 

SBCT.  n. 

Of  the  actt  of  the  second  seuhn  <f  parRth 
ment,  mik  reflection$  upon  them^  in  to  far 
at  they  concern  church  affairt  Hdt  year^ 
1662. 

In  my  account  of  the  sufierings  of  presbf* 
terians  this  year,  I  shall  begin  with  the 
laws  made  by  this  session  of  parliament, 
which  were  the  foundation  of  much  after- 
persecution,  and  then  consider  the  proce- 
dure of  the  council,  and  their  acts,  during 
the  rest  of  the  year.  The  particular  suflEer* 
ings  of  ministers,  gentlemen,  and  others,  I 
shall  leavt  to  a  section  or  two  by  thcm- 
telves,  though  several  of  them  were  duriiy 
the  sitting  of  parliament.  I  begin  now 
with  the  acts  of  this  session  of  parliament 
under  Middleton. 

The  pariiament  had  been  adjourned  to 
March;  but  it  being  resolved,  that  the 
prelates  should  have  their  places  in  it,  and 
mattera  not  being  concerted  as  to  their 
coQsecrationy  it  was  put  off  till  that  could  be 
y  completed ;  besides,  our  nobility  at  London 
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^ere  fond  of  being  there  at  the  solemnity  of  nddeil  below.  *    It  was  the  prcIateR*    ,^^ 

he  qiieen*s  reception.    When  she  arrived,  fault  if  tliis    act  was  not   ample 

w  majesty  was  recetred  with  the  utmost  enough,  for  it  was  drawn  at  the  sight,  and 

omp  and  expectation:  and  when,  in  some 

ears,  people's  expectations  of  a  successor  ,  ^^,  ^^  ^^  restitution  und  r«H»Ublidiinent 

VMD  her  fulled,  it  began  to  be  alleged,  that  of  th«t  ancient  guveriiuient  of  the  church,  by 

hancdlor   Hyde  pitched    upon   a    barren  archbishoiw  and  bl«ho|w. 

r  _  4.U    1.2-     al  ^  u:              I  I  •!  1  Forasxniirh  Bs  the  onlerinif  aiidilitqiotalof  th« 

mun  for  the  kmg,  that  his  grandchildren,  ^^^t^,,^  governmeiii  and  i»olicy  of  the  church, 

f  the  duke  of  York,  might  succeed :  but    doth  properly  lieltmc:  unto  his  majesty,  as  an  in- 

Vovidence  h.d  .  further  ^4o,»  in  it.  and    X-aU^eUVX^rncy  ?^' ^^  «i!;:i2S' 
9Ch  made  wav  for  the  wonderful  revolution,    tal ;  and  in  diHi-hnr^<>  of  this  trust,  his  inajestv, 

S88,  and  deliverance  of  those  kingdoms,    *»"*J  »»*"  ^^'}\*^  ^f  I«riiatn«it,  taklnir  to  their 

'  .  ^^  '    MTious  conaideratKin,  that  in  the  bf^innine  of, 

licn  well  nigh  mined  by  the  wide  steps    and  l.y  the  late  niM'llion  within  this  kingdom, 

iken    towards    popcn-,    during    the    two    In  tho  year  1«37,  the  ancient  and  sacred  ord  r 

,        ,      .  I     i_  ui  u      ^'  bi^hoM  wa)f  cabt  oir,  their  penwns  and  rights 

roUiera  reigns,  and  the  seasonable  estab-    w«re  ii.jure^l  and  overtmiitd,  and  a  «»ennng 

shment   of  the   proteslant  succession,  so  '  Parity  among  tlie  clcr^'v  factionsly  and  violently 

.,  ^1  a<    .  ^1.  •  brought  in,  to  the  great  disturbance  of  tlie  iiub- 

■ppiJy   now    taken    eflcct,   upon    the   ex-    j^,.  p,^,.,.^  ^1,^  reprcmch  of  the  rcformwl  religion, 

.ncCion  of  that  line.  I  and  violation  of  the  excellent  laws  of  the  realm, 

^ .«j:«^i„   Tkf^..  Li^u   .u. -i:».«^^4.  — *  ■  fo*  preMerrlne  an  onierly  sulMirdination  in  tha 

Accordingly,  May  8th,  the  parliament  sat    ^^^^J^^  and  iL.rewithaf  cn^ideiinK.  whatdin- 

.own.     After  the  old  fushion,  this  session     orderg  and  cxor1iitanci>s  have  been  in  the  church 

ras,  if  I  might  speak  so,  opened  by  a  sermon,    ^'V^f  encroachments  u|K»n  th*>  pn;rogatlve  and 

^  "o       I  >    I  J  >  .  rightH  of  the  crown,  what  uj^urputiousuiwin  tha 

treached  by  Mr.  George  Halibnrton,  now  j  authority  of  {tarhaments,  and  what  preiudicis 

lidiop  of  liunkeld.     What  his  subject  was,    f»'«  J»V^y  «**»''«  *"»'Jr*  J^t*'  "ufTered,  b>'  the 

"^  /•It  ••       in^'aMioiM  made  upon  the  bitduiiiH  and  episcopal 

do   not    know,  Imt    find    he   was   prolix    guvennnont,  which  they  And  to  be  the  church 

nough,  and  exceeded  two  hours  consider-    government  ni<»st  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God, 
. ,         w,        .       .        ^,  .      ,  .    .      most  convenient  and  effectual  lor  the  prcacrva- 

d)ly.     But   leaving  this,   1   come   to   their    tiou  of  truth,  order  and  unity,  and  niOHt  suitable 

wrts  and  proceedings,  in  as  far  as  they  con-    to  monarchy,  and  the  ^eace  and  quiet  of  the 

7  ..      ^. rri       1      '*i       e   state :    therefore  his  miuesty,  with  advice  and 

em   ecclesiastic   matters.     The   length    of   consent  of  his  esUtesofiSrliament,  hath  thought 

ny  remarks  upon  tlic  acts  of  the  former  .  it  neoessarv,  and  accordingly  doth  hereby  re- 

««.n.will  help  to  slK.rtc«  any  ob«:rv»- '  jll-^^J^^j  tiSTu'^J^rlwlS'""  *^ 

ions   I  have   to   make  upon  this  session,     and  to  all  their  other  accustome<l  dignities,  pri- 

nie   same   persons   were    prosecuting   the    vjleges  and  jurhdictionn,  and  doth  hereby  re- 

*  111  i_    1     '  "^♦'r<?  them  to  tha  exercise  of  their  ejdaoopai 

anie  design,  and  much  by  the  same  methods,    function,  presidence  in  the  church,  power  of 

mly  a  little  more  openly  and  roundly.  i  ordination,  Inflicting  of  censure?,  and  aU  other 

Z-  ,  ijL         i-'i        I        acts  of  church  discipline,  which  they  are  to  ikt- 

The  prelates,  already  brought  in  by  the    fomi  with  advice  and  awistaiice  of  such  of  the 

Jitf,  nmst  now  be  confinned  by  act  of  i)ar-    clergy  as  they  shall  find  to  be  of  known  loyalty 

.  .  1   ^L  ^   •       11   .u     . ».  a1  »,.    and  prudence.     And  his  majesty,  with  advice 

lament;  and  that  w  all  the  warrant  they    fon-^aid,  doth  revive,  ratify,  and  renew  all  acts 

tad  in    Scotland.     They  were   already  set    <«f  any  ftrnner  parliaments,  m.ide  for  the  cstab- 

.       v:     :.  ,•,.»..   -.«!«  ...««i.».^t>if    nwxA  if-    lishment,  and  in  favours  of  this  ancient  gov- 

ip  by  hw  majesty  8  sole  authonty,  and  it    ^„ment,  and  doth  ratify  and  approve  all  acts 

ir89  TCry  fit  thev  should  lean  entirely  upon  '  and  pi'oclamations  emitted  by  \\\h  majesty  or  his 

.i-  sap«macy :  i>owever.thc  representatives  ;  {'^7;^ ?f  lir^^ulutSr  :Mor  And 
»f  the  nation,  his  majesty's  and  his  bishops'     further,   it   is  hereby  declanMl   that  wliatevtT 

»bedicot  servants,  nmst" give  their  assent;  shMl  be  determined  by  his  majesty,  with  adxi^^ 

.,    ,  ,,    °  .  .,  ot  th:;  archbishoits  and  bishoii;<,  and  such  of  the 

Ct  not  untd  they  could  not  refuse  it,  with-  dergy  as  shall  Iw  nominated  bv  his  mnjesty,  in 

lUtbUuning  themselves  in  ghing  an  absolute  thecitemalgovernnientnnd  policy  «,f  the  church 

...  -  1.1  (the  same  consisting  with  the  standing  laws  of 

«wer  to  the  king,  or  casting  a  !>liir  uijon  the  kingdom)  hhnll  be  valid  and  effectual.     And 

that  hui  majesty  had  done.     Tlierefore  they     his  miyesity,  considering  how  necessary  it  is, 

,,   ^  1         ..  I  au  •- r  ^..      ^    :       that  all  doubts  <»r  scruples,  which  from  former   ; 

idl  to  work ;    and  their  very  first    act    is,    ^^^,  „p  practices  may  ocmr  to  any  concerning 

'  For  the  restitution  and  re-establishment    this  sacred  oHer,  be  cleared  and  removed,  doth 

if  Che  ancient  government  of  the  church,    therefore,  of  r.rtain  km.wlcdge.  and  ^i«»i  ««»- 
It  Miv  i»i<«.i«,»«  B     ^^  »    vice  forewiid,  rescind,  casN,  and  annul  all  acts  of 

ly  ardibishups  and  bishops  f*  which  1  have    parliament,  by  which  the  sole  and  oidy  jiower 
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Iflfi2    ^^  ^^  direction  of  the  primate :    poned  to  aU  that  the  pofuih  bishops  oijoied. 


and  yet,  it  was  said,  some  of  our 
Udbops  grumbled  that  they  were  not  re- 


and  juriadictioD  within  this  church,  dotli  stand 
in  the  church,  and  in  the  general,  provincial,  and 
presbyterial  afsemblles,  and  kirk  tessimis,  and 
all  acta  of  parliament  or  council  which  may  be 
interpreted  to  have  given  any  church  power. 
Jurisdiction  or  government,  to  the  office-bearers 
of  the  churcli,  their  respective  meetings,  other 
tlian  that  which  acknowledveth  a  dependance 
upon,  and  subordination  to  the  sovereign  power 
or  the  king,  as  supreme,  and  which  is  to  be  re- 
gulated and  authorized,  in  the  exercise  thereof, 
by  the  archbishops  and  bishops  who  are  to  put 
order  to  all  ecclesiastical  matters  and  causes,  and 
to  be  accountable  to  his  maiesty  for  their  ad- 
ministrations. And  particularly,  hb  mi^esty, 
with  advice  foresaid,  doth  rescind  and  annul  the 
first  act  of  the  twelfth  parliament  of  king  James 
VI.  holdfln  In  the  year  1592,  and  declares  the 
Mme,  and  all  the  heads,  clauies,  and  articles 
thereof,  void  and  null,  in  all  time  coming.  And 
his  migesty  considering,  that  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  oommissariots  is  a  proper  part  of  the  rirhts 
and  [privileges  belonging  to  the  bishops,  doth 
theretore,  with  advice  foresaid,  restore  the  arch- 
bishops and  bishops  to  their  said  jurisdiction  of 
commissariots,  according  to  the  sixth  act  of  the 
parliament  1609,  which  is  hereby  ratified  and 
renewed:  and  accordingly  ordains,  that  in  all 
time  coming  the  quotes  of  testaments  be  paid  in 
to  the  archbishops  and  bishops  in  their  respec- 
tive dioceses,  as  formerly ;  and  rescinds  and  an- 
nuls the  twenty-eighth  act  of  the  last  session  of 
this  present  parliament,  auent  the  quotes  of  tes- 
taments, and  declares  the  same  void  in  all  time 
coming.  It  is  alwajna  hereby  declared,  that  this 
act  is  without  prejudice  of  the  present  commi»- 
saries,  their  clerks  and  fiscals,  their  enjoying 
their  places  and  benefits  thereof,  amform  to 
their  gifts  and  laws  of  this  kingdom;  unless, 
for  their  insufficiency  or  misdemeanours  they  be 
found  incapable  of  the  same.  Further,  his  ma- 
jesty, with  advice  and  consent  foresaid,  statutes 
and  ordains,  that  no  act,  gift,  tack,  or  deed, 
passed  by  whatsioever  authonty,  since  the  inter- 
ruption of  the  government  by  archbishops  and 
bishops,  in  the  year  1637,  to  the  prejudice  of 
their  rights,  patronages,  admiralties,  superior- 
ities, rents,  possessions,  and  jurisdictions  per- 
taining to  the  several  bishoprics,  stand  valid  or 
be  in  force :  but  that  the  said  archbishops  and 
bishops  may  have  their  claim,  right  and  posses- 
sion ior  the  year  1661,  and  all  years  following, 
to  v/^hatsoever  was  possessed  by,  or  by  the  laws  of 
the  kingdom  was  due  to  their  predecesMirs  in 
anno  1637,  and  that  notwithstanding  of  any 
donation  or  rights  made  to  colleges,  churches, 
corporations,  ministers,  or  any  other  persons, 
since  the  year  1637,  by  whatsoever  order,  deed, 
or  warrant,  excepting  as  is  aforesaid,  in  favours 
of  commissaries,  clerks,  and  fiacals.  And  where- 
as, divers  persons  having  right  to  lands,  annual- 
rents,  or  some  other  estate  hulden  formerly  of 
bishops,  or  who  had  succeeded,  or  acquired 
rijihts  to  the  said  lands,  and  others  of  the  nature 
and  holding  foresaid,  liave  been  forced,  during 
the  late  troubles,  there  being  no  other  way  or 
biipvrUtr  for  the  time,  to  obtain  themselves  infcft 


Tliis  act,  I  find,  passed  in  the  house  with 
very  little  opposition :  some  objections  were 


therein,  holden  of  his  migesty  or  his  royal  fiuhcr, 
or  of  their  donators  having  right  for  the  tiBw; 
and  to  that  effect  did  take  preoepta  oat  of  tlis 
chanccrr,  and  to  pass  inteftments  under  the  gnat 
seal,  and  to  obtain  precepts  and  charters  finom  die 
said  otlier  persons  wlio  bad  right  to  their  sttperi- 
orities  for  the  time ;  and  his  mi^Jeaty  being  grsr 
ciously  pleased,  that  such  rights  and  infeftinents 
as,  for  the  time,  were  iiecessary  and  of  coonc 
taken  and  passed  in  manner  foresaid,  shcmld  not 
be  prfjudiaed :  therefore  it  is  statute  and  derfatfcd, 
that  all  persona,  who,  since  the  bc^ginning  of  the 
troubles  in  the  year  16S8,  are  entered  or  infeft 
by  his  majesty  or  hii  royal  fetber,  by  the  pre> 
tended  authority  for  the  tima,  or  any  other  per- 
son having   risnt   from  them  in  any  lana  or 
estate  holden  immediately  of  the  bishops  before 
the  said  troubles,  shall  now  h<M  the  same  of  the 
respective  archbishops  and  bishops,  tlieir  lawfiii 
superiors,  in   the  same  manner  aa  they,  thdr 
predecessors  and  authors,  held  the  same  beftn 
the  late  troubles.      And  it  is  declared,  thU 
neither  this  nor  any  other  act  of  the  last  or  pre^ 
sent  session  of  this  parliament,  shall  prejndfte 
any  retoors,  signatures,  charters,  preoepta,  kh 
feftments,  sasines  of  lands,  annual  rent^  or  aaj 
other    estate    holdoi    Immediately  of  bishops, 
whereby  the  same  are  reionred,  or  infeftnMBU 
of  the  same  are  taken,  to  be  holden  of  the  kiaC 
or  his  donators,  since  the  time  foresaid,  xxprn 
retours,  resignations,  oomprisinga,  ac^odintioai^ 
or  by  way  of  confirmation,  or  precepts  of  ekn 
constats  or  otherways :  which  infefuientabriBf 
orderly  passed,  as  they  ought  to  have  been  for  tin 
time,  with  the  retours,  signatures  and  other 
warrants  of  the  same,  his  majesty,  with  contnt 
ibresaid,  doth  ratify  and  approve,  and  dcdarei  to 
be  valid  rights,  aa  if  the  same  had  been  granted 
or  renewed  by  the  said  archbishops  or  bishops^ 
It  is  always  declared,  that  the  dedaratioD  and 
ratification  foresaid,  shall  not  be  extended  to  any 
new  gift  or  grant,  or  any  other  clause  or  right 
contained  in  the  said  infefcmenta  or  signatures 
or  other  warrants  of  the  same,  whereby  any  new 
gift  or  original  right  of  the  said  lands  and  otben 
are  given,  or  the  right  of  the  same  Is  granted  or 
conveyed  otherways  than  conform  to  the  r^bti 
and  infeftiiients  thereof,  before  the  time  tfan- 
said.     Likeas  it  is  declared,  that  the  said  ratifi- 
cation and  declaration  foresaid,  shall  not  corrs- 
borate  or  import  any  ratification  to  the  sai«i 
vassals,  their  former  rights,  which  are  to  be  in 
the  same  ease  as  they  were  in  the  beginning  of 
the  said  troubles,  in  the  year  foresaid ;  in  regM^ 
it  is  his  majesty's  intention :  likeas  it  is  declared 
by  his  nu\)esty,  with  consent  foresaid,  that  the 
archbishops  and  bishops  shall  be,  as  to  tbeir  pa- 
trimony and  rents,  in  the  same  case  and  condi- 
tion as  they  were  in  the  year  fravsaid,  notwith- 
standing of  whatsoever  acts  of  the  pretended 
parliaments  since  the  time  foresaid,  to  the  con- 
trary: and  notwithstanding  of  whatsoever  righti, 
grants,  or  deeds  flowinc  from,  or  depending 
upon,  or  done  or  granted  by  virtue  of  any  act 
or  acts  of  the  said  pretended  parliaments,  which 
his  majesty,   with  consent  foresaid,  doth  de- 
clare, decern,  and  determine  to  be  Toid  and  nal^ 


:hap.  uu']  of  the  church  of  Scotland.  95Q 

Huie,  as  to  some  clauses,  by  some  of  the    to  his  majesty,  as  an  inherent  right    mno 
irds  of  erection.     David   Lesly,  this  day    of  the  crown." 

Imitted  to  the  house  as  a  temporal  lord,  I  This  leads  me  to  observe,  that  the  parlia- 
isaented  (rom  the  act ;  and  when  he  did  !  ment  bottom  their  bishops  upon  the  king's 
>,  and  some  near  him  began  to  smile,  he  prerogative,  and  the  ecclesiastical  supre^ 
Mindly  told  them,  ''the  day  was,  when  macy;  which  abundantly  seems  to  explain 
one  of  them  durst  have  mocked  him."  the  oath  of  allegiance,  really  of  supremacy, 
lie  reader  will  bear  with  nie  in  making  i  formerly  spoken  of.     I  have  said  so  much 

few  remarks  upon  this  "  act  restoring  already  upon  that  oath,  that  I  need  only 
idiops.'*  observe,  that  presbyterians  allow  heartily  all 

Hie  title  of  the  act  would  not  l>e  at  all  ■  the  prerogatives  to  their  sovereign  which 
isagreeablc  to  popery,  had  they  been  re-  ;  scripture  and  sound  reason  can  allow  of; 
itioductng  it.  The  ancient  government  of  yet  the  people  of  that  persuasion  have  still 
lie  church  under  antichrist,  was  by  the  stood  up  in  asserting  liberty  and  property, 
ope,  archbishops,  and  bisho|)s.      In    the    in  conjunction  with  the  prerogative  bounded 


ody  of  the  act,  indeed    the}'  find   that 
Ofeniment  to  be  most  agreeable  to  the 


by  the  laws  of  the  land.    And  it  if  worth 
our  notice,  that  so  soon  as  our  princes  set 


rord  of  Ood.     Had  they  been  as  freely    up  for  an  unbounded  prerogative  and  abso- 
boaen  rquresentatives,  as  those  after  the    lute  power,  they  continually  attacked  pres- 


eroludon,  and  had  declared  prelacy  agree- 
Ue  to  the  inclinations  of  the  people  in 
lootland,  as  then,  upon  just  grounds,  prelacy 
raa  declared  an  insupportable  grievance, 
nd  contrary  to  the   inclinations   of  the 


byterian  government,  as  most  agreeable  to 
law  and  liberty.      Indeed  the  cause  and 
interest  of  liberty  and  presbytery  have  still 
stood  and  fallen  together  in  Scotland. 
By  this  acty  the  bishops  are  "  restored  to 


cople,  it  had  been  a  declaration  rery  com-  their  ancient  prerogatives,  privileges,  and 

letent  for  them,  providing  it  had  agreed  functions,  which  they  are  to  exercise  with 

rith  truth.    But,  without  any  breach  of  advice  of  such  of  the  clergy,  as  they  shall 

iiarity,  we  may  suppose,  that  few  who  ^^^  to  be  of  known  loyalty  and  prudence.** 

"Oted  this  act,  had  been  at  any  great  pains  Hereby  it  is  ief^  to  their  choice  to  pitch 
o  search  into  the  word  of  God ;  it  was  '  upon  whom  they  please,  among  the  under- 

oough  to  many,  that  it  was  the  king's  ^^^S^  to  join  with  them  in  the  manage- 


rord,  and  what  he  was  for.    For  my  share, 

cannot  well  see  the  consistency  of  their 

adiDg  this  government  agreeable  to  the 


ment:  and,  for  what  I  can  see,  they  may 
act  entirely  without  taking  any  of  them  in 
at  all.    Thus  indeed  they  generally  did  in 


ford  of  God,  with  the  very  first  clause  of  ^^• 

be  act,  "  forasmuch  as  the  ordering  and       l^ic  parliament,  in  the  next  room,  approve 

isposal  of  the  external  government,  and  all  the  acts  of  council,  since  they  were  erect- 

olicy  of  the  church,  doth  properly  belong  \  ^  >  and  so,  by  their  own  deed,  dischaige  all 

^ petitioning  of  the  king  by  his  subjects,  in  the 

matters    of  the  church,  and    prohibit  all 

wmft  io  m  fiu*  as  IS  resenred  and  ratified  in  synods,  presbyteries,  or  sessions,  to  meet, 

■Miner  above  writteu.     It  is  hereby  declared.  ,^^..^^       ^l    i^  l  v  ti    n       *.i.  j 

bat  this  act  of  restitution  sliall  g\x9  no  right  t^  ®***P*  f*  *"®  buhops  shall  allow  them,  and 

Of  mi  the  said  archbishops  or  bishops,  or  their  all  subjects  to  countenance   or  submit   to 

iioesssors,  nor  to  the  heirs  or  executors  of  the  fkjM*    tii«i;oo#^w;^   «f  r>iiMu»*<i    ;n««^»..»;^,» 

SMSMd  bishops,  of  any  renU  Indooging  to  the  ^^  judicatories  of  Chnst  s    institution. 

Khbisho^cs  or  bishoprics,  preceding  Uie  year  We  shall  afterwards  find,  that  it  is  very 

S'-^U  ln^'Sljr^.Wl,''A*ri!IL{S2  c«tam«yforaurp«:li«neouu,=«ketheir 

I  sncli  persons  as  bad  right  thereto  for  the  lime,  acts  to  look  backwards.     Yea,  they  for  ever 

is  abo,  aU  such  persons  who,  hma>S(/c,  have  put  the  power  out  of  their  own  hand,  and 

lade  Myment  of  their  fieu  duties,  tiends,  and  J:         .u  •         -.:  _e  j  r  .i_     -1.11. 

«ad  duties,  and  others,  rents  of  their  bishoprics,  "^"™  ^"eu-  entire  confidence  of  the  mfidli- 

PS  Md  shall  be  also  Mcured  fi>r  bygones  alien-  bility  of  the  civil  pope,  and  his  coundL  the 

rty,  free  of  any  action  or  ouestion,  iiotwith-  «^uu:»u 1  u-  J         ..u         j«  ..  • 

landing  of  this  present  act,  o?  any  thing  therein  archbishops  and  bishops,  the  pariianient  bo- 

outlined.  forehand  ratify,  make  valid  aud  cfTc^uial"  all 
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IfiBV  ^^  "'^  ^  detcmuned  bj  his  ni»- 
jcflty,  with  the  adrice  of  his  bishops 
and  archbishops,  and  such  of  the  clergy  as 
he  shall  call,  as  to  the  external  policy  and 
government  of  the  church ;"  and  frankly  give 
them  liberty  to  do  every  thing,  but  establish 
presbytery,  which  was  against  the  (then) 
standing  laws. 

They  go  on  to  cass  and  annul  all  acts  and 
laws,  which  gave  any  jurisdiction  to  church- 
men, or  judicatories  independent  of  the 
king's  supremacy.  One  must  in  charity 
hope,  they  mean  this  only  of  human  laws, 
and  they  take  not  upon  them  to  abrogate 
the  divine  law  establishing  a  jurisdiction  and 
ministerial  power  in  the  officers  of  Christ's 
house,  as  a  spiritual  society  independent,  to 
be  sure,  upon  the  regal  supremacy,  and  some 
hundreds  of  years  in  exercise  of  those 
powers,  before  a  regal  supremacy  was 
thought  upon.  However,  in  as  far  as  in 
them  lies,  this  is  a  home-thrust  at  all  eccles- 
iastical power,  and  a  putting  the  king,  as  far 
as  their  law  could  put  him,  in  Christ's  room, 
and  making  him  somewhat  above  the  pope 
liimseif,  in  the  eyes  of  a  great  many  papists. 
And  the  act  of  parliament,  1592,  which 
because  not  in  every  body's  hands  who  may 
read  this  history,  I  have  annexed,  in  a  note,* 


•  Act  111^  Pari.  12 — ^Jamea  VI.,  1592.  Rati- 
fying  the  liberty  of  the  true  kirk,  &c. 
Oar  sovcreifrn  loi*d,  mid  estates  of  tiiis  present 
f>ariiaTneiit,  fuUovririt^  the  lovi>able  aiid  g(K>d 
t^xample  of  their  predeceswra,  lirts  ]*atificd  and 
approved,  and  by  the  tenor  of  tliis  present  act 
ratifies  and  approves  all  liberties,  privileges, 
and   immanities,   and   freedoms  whatsumcver, 

f^iven  and  granted  by  his  highness,  his  regents 
n  his  name,  or  any  of  his  predecessors,  to  the 
true  and  holy  kirk,  ])resently  established  within 
this  realm,  and  declared  in  the  first  act  of 
his  highness's  parliament,  the  twentieth  day 
of  October,  the  year  <if  God,  1579,  and  all  and 
whatsomever  acts  of  parliament,  and  statutes 
made  of  before  by  his  hiijhness  and  bis  resents, 
anent  the  liberty  and  freedom  of  the  said  kirk : 
and  specially,  the  first  act  of  the  parliament 
hnlden  at  Edinbui^h,  the  twenty-fourth  day  of 
October,  the  year  of  God,  1581,  with  the  haill 
particular  acts  there  mentioned :  which  shall  be 
as  suflicient  as  if  the  same  wore  here  expressed, 
and  all  other  acts  of  parliament  made  sensiiie  in 
favour  of  the  true  kirk :  and  siklike  ratifies  and 
approveii  the  jr^neral  assemblies  appointed  by  the 
said  kirk,  and  declares  that  it  shall  be  lawful  to 
the  kirk  and  minivtera,  every  year  at  the  least, 
and  oftener  pro  re  nata^  as  occasion  and  necessity 
bhnll  requlTe^  to  hold  and  keep  {general  asaem- 
hlln,  providinf:  that  the  kinf^'s  luajeHty,  ot  \uh 
commlnalonen  wiih  them  to  be  a\>po\nud\>Y\v\% 


\ 
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is  particularly  resdnded  m  off  tto  htgds  mi 
dauiet.  This  act  relates  to  the  doctrine  is 
well  as  the  government  of  this  church,  and 
was  one  of  the  greatest  bulwarks  againit 
popery  we  had,  being  the  act  about  rel^gkniy 
framed  with  the  greatest  deliberation  and 
care,  when  James  VL  was  come  to  his 
majority,  and  about  the  time  when  our  ex- 
cdlent  national  covenant  was  formed:  so 
that  the  introduction  of  prelacy  was  attended 
with  the  sapping  the  very  foundations  of  our 
reformation  in  Scotland ;  and  this  act  restor- 
ing bishops,  makes  not  only  the  government 
of  the  church,  but  also  the  profession  of  the 
protestant  religion,  in  its  doctrine,  depend 
entirely  upon  the  king's  pleasure.  Thus 
king  James  VII.  had  a  short  and  easy  game 
to  play  in  Scotland,  had  not  the  happy  re^'o- 
lution  prevented  him.  Any  diurch  power 
remaining,  is  to  be  exercised  in  a  tine  of 
subordination  to  the  king,  by  the  archlnshqis 
and  bishops,  who  are  to  put  order  to  all 
ecclesiastical  matters  and  causes,  and  to  be 
accountable  to  the  king  only,  for  their 
administration,  no,  not  to  the  parliament 
itself;  though,  in  the  bc^iinning  of  the  act, 
they  seem  copartners  with  his  majesty  in  die 
administration.  Certainly  the  management 
of  all  ecclesiastical  matters  and  causes,  wat 


highness,  be  present  at  ilk  general  asaeinUy 
before  the  dissolving  thereof,  nominate  and  ap- 
point time  and  place  when  and  where  the  nest 
general  assembly  shall  he  faolden;  and  in  caas 
neither  his  majesty  nor  his  said  commlssioncn 
be  present  for  the  time  in  that  town  where  the 
said  general  assembly  beis  holden ;  then  and  in 
that  case  it  shall  be  leisom  to  the  said  general 
assembly  by  themselves  to  nominate  and  appoint 
time  and  place  where  the  next  general  assembly 
of  the  kirk  shall  he  kept  and  holden,  as  they 
have  been  in  use  to  do  thir  times  past.  And 
also  ratifies  and  approves  the  synoaal  and  pro- 
vincial assemblies  to  be  holden  hy  the  said  kiiic 
and  ministers  twice  ilk  year,  as  ther  have  been 
and  are  presently  in  use  to  do,  within  every 
province  in  this  realm:  and  ratifies  and  ap- 
proves the  presbyteries  and  particular  sessions 
appointed  by  the  said  kirk,  with  the  haill  Joris- 
diction  and  discipline  of  the  same  kirk,  agreed 
upon  by  his  majesty,  in  conference  had  by  hit 
highness,  with  certaJn  of  the  ministers  convened 
to  that  effect :  of  the  which  articles  the  tenor 
follows.  Matters  to  be  entreated  in  provincid 
assemblies.  Thir  assemblies  are  eonatltale  for 
weighty  matters,  necessary  to  be  entreated  by 
mutual  consent  and  assistance  of  brethren  within 
the  province,  as  need  requires.  This  assembly 
has  power  to  handle,  order,  and  ndrws  all 
things  omitted  or  done  amiss  In  the  porticnlar 
\\^«\u\]!V\<t'^\  \Xi  Vv»&  ^wcr  to  depose  ttie  office- 
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a  trust  too  great  for  any  fourteen  men  upon 
earth,  with  the  best  long  at  their  head.  In 
fanner  times,  the  bishops,  when  first  palmed 
upon  this  church,  were  accountable  to  gene- 
ral assemUieSy  and  the  ministry  had  some 
share  in  the  government ;  but  now  they  have 
none,  except  the  bishops  please  to  call  for 
1th  em. 

To  complete  the  power  of  the  prelates, 
they  are  restored  to  all  the  commissariats  in 
Scotland.  Our  Lord  would  not  be  judge 
about  inheritances,  nor  the  Apostles  serve 
tables,  nay,  not  so  much  as  take  up  their 
time  in  ordering  the  money  collected  for  the 
poor :  yet  our  pretended  successors  to  them. 


bewera  of  that  province,  for  good  and  junt  cause 
dewrring  depriTation :  and  generally  thir  as- 
flonbljca  have  the  haill  power  of  the  particular 
fldenhips  whereof  they  are  collected.  Matters 
to  be  entreated  in  the  preiibytcries.  The  power 
of  the  presbyteries  is  to  give  diligent  labours  in 
the  bounds  committed  to  their  charge :  that  the 
kirks  be  kept  in  good  order;  to  Inquire  dili- 
IHitly  of  naughty  ungodly  persons,  and  to  travel 
to  bring  them  in  the  way  again  by  admonition, 
or  threatening  of  God's  judgments,  or  by  cor- 
rvction.  It  appertains  to  the  eldership,  to  take 
herd  that  the  word  of  God  be  purely  preached 
irithin  their  bounds;  the  sacraments  richly 
ministered,  the  discipline  entertained,  and 
ecclesiaatical  goods  uncorruptlv  distributed.  Jt 
belongs  to  this  kind  of  assemblies,  to  cause  the 
firdinanoes  made  by  the  assemblies,  provincJals, 
nationals,  and  generals,  to  be  kept  and  ]mt  in 
execution ;  to  make  constitutioiu  which  concern 
T.  Mmt  in  the  kirk,  for  decent  order  in  the  par- 
ticular kirk  where  they  govern,  providing  that 
they  alter  no  rules  mack  by  the  provincial  or 
general  assemblies ;  and  that  they  make  the  pro- 
vincial assemblies  foresaid  privy  of  the  rules 
that  they  sliall  make ;  aind  to  abolish  coiiMiitu- 
tions  tending  to  the  hurt  of  the  same.  It  has 
power  to  excommunicate  the  obstinate,  formal 
process  being  led,  and  due  interval  of  times  ob- 
served. Anent  particuhir  kirks,  if  they  be  lair- 
fullj  ruled  by  sufficient  ministry  and  session, 
they  have  power  and  juriitdiction  in  their  own 
congregation  in  matters  ecclesiastical.  And 
daoems  and  declares  the  said  assemblies,  presby- 
terica,  and  sessions,  jurisdil'tion,  and  discipline 
tliereof  foresaid,  to  be  in  all  times  coming  most 
jiut,  good,  and  godly  in  the  self,  notwithstand- 
ing of  wbatsomever  statutes,  acts,  canon,  civil, 
or  municipal  laws  made  in  the  contrar ;  to  the 
which  ana  everv  one  of  them  thir  presents  shall 
inaJce  express  derogation.  And  because  there 
are  divers  acts  of  parliament  made  in  favour  of 
the  papistical  kirk,  tending  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  liberty  of  the  true  kirk  of  God,  presently 
professed  within  this  realm,  jiurisdiction,  and 
discipline  thereof,  which  stand  yet  in  the  books 
of  the  acts  of  parliament  not  abrogated  nor  an- 
nuUed,  therefore  his  highness,  ana  estates  fore- 
said, has  abrogated,  cassed,  and  annulled,  and  bv 
the  tenor  hereof  abrogates,  ciunnes  and  annuls  all 
acts  of  parliament  made  by  any  of  his  high- 
i!eai*0  predecenors  fur  mniiitenauce  of  snpersti- 
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take  willingly  upon  themsdyes  thm  .^^ 
whole  burden  of  the  testamentary 
causes  in  Scotland,  those  of  divorces,  and 
many  others :  and  rather  than  the  bishops 
want  this  branch  of  their  dignity,  this  loyal 
parliament  will  rescind  their  own  28th  act 
nude  last  year.  In  short,  by  this  act, 
Erastianism  is  set  up  in  its  greatest  vigour 
and  extent.  The  actings  approvcn  by  the 
king  and  his  father,  in  many  parliaments  an<l 
treaties,  are  branded  with  rebellion,  and  all 
the  evils  which  fell  out  in  the  former  times, 
are  charged  u[)on  the  prcsbytcrians ;  whereas 
indeed,  it  was  the  bishops  themselves,  now 
brought  in  contrary  to  the  acts  of  assembly. 


tion  and  idolatry,  with  all  and  whatsoever  acts, 
laws,  and  statutes,  made  at  any  time  before  the 
day  and  date  hereof,  again ttt  the  liberty  of  the 
true  kirk,  jurisdiction,  and  discipline  thereof, 
as  the  same  is  used  and  exercised  within  this 
realm.  And  in  special,  that  part  of  the  act  of 
narliament  holden  at  Stirling,  the  fourth  day  of 
November,  the  year  of  Gc»d  1443,  oommanding 
obedience  to  be  given  to  £ugenius,  the  pope  for 
the  time;  the  act  made  by  king  James  III.  in 
his  parliament,  holden  at  Edinburgh,  the  24th 
day  of  February,  the  year  of  Gml  1480^  and 
all  other  acts  whereby  the  pope's  authority  is 
established  :  the  act  of  king  James  HI.  in  his 
parliament,  holden  at  Kdin burgh,  the  80th  day 
of  November,  tlie  year  of  God  1469,  anent  the 
Saturday  and  other  vlgih  to  be  holidays,  from 
evensong  to  evensong.  Item,  That  part  of  the 
act,  made  by  the  queen  regent,  in  the  parlia- 
ment holden  at  Kdinbui^h,  the  1st  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, the  year  of  Go<l  1551,  giving  special 
license  for  holding  the  l^isch  and  Yule.  Item, 
The  king's  mojosty  and  estates  foresaid  declare, 
that  the  i^9th  act  of  the  parliament,  holden  at 
Edinburgh,  the  2:id  day  of  May,  1584,  shall  no 
ways  1)c  prejudicial,  nor  derogate  any  thing  to 
the  privilege  that  God  has  given  to  the  spiritual 
office-bearers  in  the  kirk,  concerning  heads  of 
religion,  matters  of  heresy,  excommunication, 
collation,  or  deprivation  of  ministers,  or  any 
siklike  essential  censures,  sitecially  grounded  and 
leaving  warrant  of  the  word  of  God.  Item, 
Our  sovereign  lord  and  estates  of  parliament 
foresaid,  abrogate,  casiM,  and  annul  the  act  of  the 
same  parliament,  holden  at  Edinburgh  tlie  said 
year,  I584>  granting  commission  to  bishops  and 
other  judges,  constitute  in  ecclcHiastical  causes, 
to  receive  his  highness's  presentations  to  bene- 
fices, to  give  collation  thereupon,  and  to  put 
order  in  all  causes  ecclesiu.sticaJ,  which  his  ma- 
jesty and  estates  foresaid  declare  to  be  expired 
in  the  self,  and  to  be  null  in  time  coming,  and 
of  none  avail,  force,  nor  effect :  and  therefore, 
ordain  all  presentations  to  benefices,  to  be  direct 
to  the  Diirticular  presbyteries  in  uU  time  coming, 
with  full  power  to  give  collation  thereupon; 
and  to  put  order  to  all  matters  and  causes  ecrlus- 
iastical  within  their  boimds,  according  to  the 
discipline  of  the  kirk :  providing  the  aAwesaid 
presbjrteries  be  bound  and  astricted  to  receive 
and  admit  wbatsomever  qualified  minister,  pro- 
si'nied  by  his  ma^r«^>-t  otm^  v^\xw». 
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.g^^    fBtified  in  the  parliaments  held  hy  i  this  way  they  came  to  hanre  their  power  ad 


the  king's  father  and  himself  in 
person,  who,  by  their  innovations,  and 
imposing  the  service  book  and  canons, 
occasioned  any  confusion  or  disorder  which 
was  in  that  period. 

Upon  the  whole,  any  body  who  is  acquaint 
with  the  hbtory  of  this  church,  must  observe, 
that  the  old  set  of  bishops  made  by  the 
parliament,  1612,  were  but  pigmies  to  the 
present  high  and  mighty  lords.  A  large 
account  might  be  given  of  the  differences 
betwixt  the  former  establishment  of  prelacy 
in  Scotland,  and  this ;  some  of  them  have 
been  pointed  at,  and  I  shall  notice  a  few 
more,  and  mix  in  some  remarks  of  the 
reverend  Mr.  Douglas,  from  his  paper  for- 
merly spoken  of.  Our  first  prelates  were 
not  against  the  meetings  of  presbyteries  in 
their  several  jurisdictions,  but  they  continued 
to  meet  regularly,  and  had  almost  the  whole 
of  church  discipline  in  their  hands :  but  now 
there  is  no  church  power  save  in  the  person 
of  the  bishop,  and  what  he  pleases  to 
measure  graciously  out  to  whom  he  pleases. 
All  church  judicatories,  as  we  have  seen,  are 
pulled  down,  to  make  way  for  the  episcopal 
throne.  It  was  some  years  after  this,  before 
the  curates  and  inferior  dei^  in  most 
places  were  allowed  to  meet  for  the  exercise 
of  their  gifts  together;  and  when  at  length 


jurisdiction  by  a  sort  of  consent :  but  thew 
men  want  all  consent,  which  abows  th«r 
usurpation  and  lordly  dominion  the  more. 
God,  in  his  providence,  infiitoated  them  so^ 
as  they  waited  not  for  any  consent :  I  am 
afraid  they  might  have  met  with  too  mmf 
corrupt  men  to  give  consent,  but  they  waulil 
not  hazard  this;  and  our  sufiering  is  the 
more  clear,  that  they  are  plain  usurpen 
without  consent  of  the  kirk ;  and  whatever 
hath  been  the  carriage,  or  rather  miscanii^ 
of  particular  persons,  I  am  glad  the  kirk  io 
her  courts  b  free  of  that  usurpation,  aod 
only  those  who  joined  arc  guilty  of  it. 

**  When  I  compare  the  former  prelates 
with  the  present,  whose  little  finger  is  bigger 
than  their  predecessors'  loins,  I  would  not 
be  thought  to  approve  the  fiormer  bishops; 
for  they  are  both  evil,  but  the  last  exceed. 
The  former  bishops  removed  very  few,  hot 
suffered  many  eminent  godly  men  to  live  it 
thdr  charges ;  but  the  present  have  cast  oat 
heaps,  and  scarce  a  nonconformist  is  at  In 
charge.  Tliose  who  were  renxyved  formcrlj, 
were  sufiered  to  live  where  they  pleased, 
and  even  to  converse  with  their  peof^;  but 
now  they  must  remove  at  such  and  soch 
distances  fitnn  their  flock. 

**  Formerly,  when  nonconformists  were 
removed,    no  restrictions  were  laid  upon 


this  was  permitted,  they  were  constituted  them ;  they  might  preach  any  where  save  in 
only  for  such  and  such  ends,  by  a  commis-  ;  their  own  chaises ;  and  I  know  some  of  tbcai 
sion  from  the  bishop,  allowing  the  ministers  !  who  did  preach  even  in  the  next  congre^ 
in  such  and  such  a  precinct  to  meet,  with  a  '  tion ;  but  now  it  is  made  a  crime  to  preach 


clause  excluding  ruling  eiders.  Mr.  Douglas 
remarks  here,  **  that  he  dealt  with  the 
statesmen  not  to  discharge  presbyteries,  but 
allow  them  to  stand  as  under  the  former 
bishops;  and  suggested,  that  several  minis- 
ters would  keep  those  meetings,  if  permitted 
to  continue  as  before,  notwithstanding 
bishops  were  set  up ;  but,  if  pulled  down, 
and  set  up  in  subordination  to  the  prelates, 
no  honest  minister  could  keep  them.  But, 
says  he,  our  prelates  would  have  them  dis- 
charged, fearing  that  their  lordly  and  abso- 
lute power  would  be  diminished  by  them ; 
and  in  this  they  discovered  their  folly  and 
vanity.  The  former  bishops  advanced  not 
without  presbyteries,  synods,  and  assemblies. 


in  the  kingdom.  Now  ministers  are  dis- 
charged to  come  near  cathedrals  or  Uvghs: 
the  former  prelates  did  not  think  their 
cathedrals  so  holy  as  to  be  defiled  by  die 
nearness  of  nonconfOTmists ;  yea,  some  of 
them  continued  in  their  charges  very  near 
them,  and  were  never  before  prohibited  to 
live  in  burghs  for  their  own  convemeorp, 
and  the  education  of  their  children.  Hk 
former  bislu^s  never  cared  how  many  ndo- 
isters  lived  in  one  place ;  and  they  knew  it 
was  better  to  have  the  nonconfbmirts 
together,  than  scattered  abroad : .  but  now 
none  but  one  must  be  in  one  coi^jcgatioo, 
and  that  will  the  more  scatter  them.  The 
former  bishops  never  thought  of  such  an 


Tiiose  indeed  were  corrupt  mcc\iY\gs,  ye^Xua^msdAe   ^k*tvj^<5^   of  confinements,    as 


CHAP.  III.]] 

;wenty  miles  from  a  minister's  fonner  charge, 
ox  from  a  cathedral,  and  three  from  a  btugh, 
vkh  one  only  in  one  parish ;  neither  of  pro- 
libiting  ministers  fit>m  coming  to  Edinbm;^, 
without  the  bishops  or  council's  license, 
vhich  is  against  law  and  reason ;  £ar  less  did 
the  fr>rmer  prelates  ever  think  of  discharging 
charity  to  suffering  ministers."  Tlius  £ar 
Mr.  Douglas.  We  shall  meet  with  those 
sets  afterward  in  their  place. 

Those  were  peculiarities  of  this  prelacy» 
imkaown  almost  any  where  save  in  Scotland. 
In  short,  the  first  prelates  claimed  only  a 
sort  of  negative  over  the  brethren  of  the 
exercise  or  presbytery,  and  great  were  the 
struggles  before  even  this  was  yieldell  in 
several  places :  but  now  the  bishop  has  not 
ooly  a  negative,  but  a  positive;  and  all 
church  power  and  government  is  lodged  in 
his  sole  person,  his  assistants  b^g  only  his 
own  choice,  and  mere  shadows  as  to  power 
of  deciding  in  any  case.  I  have  run  out  at 
so  great  a  length  upon  this  act  restoring 
prelacy,  that  I  shall  be  the  shorter  upon  the 
following. 

Their  second  act,  **  For  the  preservation  of 
hb  majesty's  person,  authority,  and  govern- 
ment," is  every  way  so  singular  an  establish- 
ing iniquity  by  law,  a  foundation  for  much 
persecution,  and  an  opening  the  door  to 
popery,  since  the  national  covenant,  and 
■eta  rehiting  to  it,  pointed  most  against 
popery,  that  I  could  not  omit  inserting  it 
beknr.  *    Reflections    are    now     obvious, 
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things  are  no  longer  diaguised,  or  i^ao 
softly  and  ambiguously  expressed, 
but  the  carved  work  pulled  down  at  once; 
yea,  all  petitioning  for  a  redress  of  grievances, 
upon  the  matter  is  discharged  by  this  odd 
act,  when  the  prelates  have  taken  their  seats 
in  the  house.  The  very  title  of  the  act 
supposes  the  king's  authority  and  govern- 
ment could  not  be  preserved  without  over- 
turning all  that  work  in  the  late  times,  so 
signally  owned  of  God ;  which  sober  people 
must  reckon  a  lasting  blot  upon  the  king 
by  this  loyal  parliament 

They  thank  the  king  for  "  passing  by  the 
miscarriages  of  his  subjects ;"  witness  his 
unparalleled  grace  and  goodness  to  the 
marquis  of  Argyle,  whose  son  they  are  just 
now  about  to  try  and  condemn  I  Next,  they 
thank  him  for  **  restoring  of  btshops,"  tvhich 
being  really  his  proper  deed,  and  never  the 
desve  of  Scotland,  luid  it  been  worth  thanks, 
they  belonged  to  his  majesty.  Then  they 
declare  it  a  treasonable  position  and  sedi- 
tious, "  that  it  is  lawful  for  subjects  to  enter 
into  leagues  and  covenants  for  reformation." 
This  declaration  runs  so  flatiy  in  the  face  of 
scripture,  reason,  and  the  approven  practice 
of  many,  that  it  is  a  shame  and  reproach 
that  it  stands  in  the  body  of  our  Scots  laws, 
and  casts  a  slur  upon  our  excellent  reforma- 
tion from  popery,  which  upon  the  matter  is 
here  declared  to  have  been  seditious  and 
treasonable.  And  we  need  not  be  surprised 
to  find  them  declaring  all  done  since  the 


*  Act  for  prewrration  of  hii  majesty's  peraoD, 
authority,  and  government. 
The  catatea  of  parliament,  taking  into  their 
esDaMeratiMi  the  miaeriea,  ooofiiaioDa,  bondage, 
and  oppreasiona  this  kingdom  hath  groaned 
milder,  since  the  vear  16S7,  with  the  caoaes  and 
eeaaaiona  thereof,  do  with  all  humble  duty  and 
thankfulness  acknowledge  hia  m^jeaty^s  unpar- 
alleled grace  and  goodness,  in  passing  by  the 
oaaay  miaoarriages  of  hia  suliiJeeta,  and  restoring 
llw  church  and  state  to  their  ancient  liberties, 
freedom,  rights,  and  possessions ;  and  the  great 
•bligatlana  thereby  lying  upon  them  to  express 
all  poeailde  care  and  zeu  in  the  preservation  of 
hb  in«^eaty*s  person,  (in  whose  honour  and  hap- 
piacaa  eonsisteth  the  good  and  welfare  of  his 
Mople)  and  in  the  security  and  establiahment  of 
Via  royal  authority  and  government,  against  all 
•oeh  wicked  attempts  and  practices  for  the  time 
to  come.  And  aince  the  riae  and  progreas  of 
the  late  troubles,  did,  in  a  great  measure,  pro- 
ceed from  some  treasonable  and  seditious  nosi- 
Uona  infnaed  into  the  people^  "  that  it  was  iaw- 


into 


arms 


ful  to  sulijects,  for  reformation,  to  enter 
covenants  and  leagues,  or  to  take  un 
against  the  king,  or  those  commiasionated  oy  him, 
and  such  lilce :  and  that  many  wild  and  rebel- 
lious courses  were  taken  and  practised  in  pur- 
suance thereof,  by  unlawful  meetings  and  |^h- 
eringa  of  the  people  by  mutinous  and  tumul- 
tuary petitions,  by  insolent  and  seditious  pro- 
testations against  his  migestj's  royal  and  just 
commands,  by  entering  into  unlawnil  oaths  and 
covenants,  by  usurping  the  name  and  power  of 
council  tables  and  church  indicator ies,  after  they 
were  by  hia  majesty  discharged,  by  treasonable 
declarationa,  that  Lia  mi^esty  waa  not  to  l>e 
admitted  to  the  exercise  of  his  royal  power, 
until  he  should  grant  their  unjust  aesires,  and 
ap^ve  their  wicked  practicM,  by  rebellious 
rising  in  arms  against  his  majesty,  and  such  as 
had  commission  from  him ;  and  by  the  great 
countenance,  idlowance,  and  encouragement 
given  to  these  pernicious  countes  by  the  multi- 
tude of  seditious  sermons,  libels,  and  discourses, 
preached,  ^iatcd^  «(i!^  ^raXiA^a^DAf^  Nax  ^sSMbK^ 
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IC62    ^®"   l^S7,  in  meetings,  petitions, 
protestaHons,  &c,  to  be  unlawful 
and  Hcditious. 

Then  they  declare,  **  those  oaths,  the 
national  covenant,  as  sworn  and  explained 
1639,  and  afterward,  and  the  solemn  league 
and  covenant  were,  and  are  in  themselves 
unlawful  oaths,  and  imposed  against  the 
fundamental  laws  of  the  kingdom. "  O  tem- 
pora  /  O  moret !  Will  notliing  satisfy  them, 
and  the  prelates  now  among  them,  save  the 
making  themselves  and  the  king  guilty  of 


thereof.  Aud  roiisidrriiig,  that  as  tho  present 
uge  \a  not  fully  freed  of  tliibie  dlMteinpern,  tio  piM- 
imty  may  be'apt  to  relap.<ie  therein,  if  (iuious 
reiiieed  be  not  provided :  therefore  the  kiiu{  a 
majesty  aud  estateM  of  ])iirlinu)ent  do  declare, 
that  thefte  potitlona,  **  that  it  is  lawful  to  inib> 
jei'tSa  upon  pretence  of  reformatitiii,  or  other 
]>retcnce  whatsitever,  to  enter  into  leagues  and 
covenunlis  or  to  tak^  up  arms  a^^inst  the  kin;; ; 
or  that  it  is  lawful  to  su))ji.'ctK,  pretending  his 
iniiji'sty's  authority,  to  take  up  arms  against  his 
person  or  those  commissioiiated  bv  him,  or  to 
suspend  him  from  the  pxerciNe  of  his  rov*^^  gov. 
enmient,  or  to  put  limitations  u|>on  tjieir  due 
obedience  and  allegiance,**  are  rebellious  and 
treasonable;  aud  tliat  all  these  gatherings,  con- 
vocatious,  petitions,  prote^t^itions,  and  ereirting, 
and  keeping  of  coimril  tables,  that  were  used  in 
the  b^inuing,  and  for  cjurryiug  on  of  the  late 
troul)li*s,  were  tinlawful  and  tH'ditious  :  and  par> 
ticnlnrly,  that  these  oaths,  whereof  the  one  was 
comuHuily  called  *'  the  National  Co^'enant,"  (as 
it  was  bworn  and  explained  in  the  year  IG^, 
and  thereafter)  and  the  other  entitled,  "  a  So- 
lemn l^eague  and  Oirenaot,**  were  and  are  in 
themselvm  unlawful  outlis,  and  were  taken  by, 
and  imposed  upon  the  subjects  of  this  kiuKdom, 
against  the  fundamental  laws  and  liberties  of 
the  s:ime ;  and  that  there  lieth  no  oblitfatiou 
upon  any  of  the  subjects  from  the  s'lid  oatlis,  or 
either  of  them,  to  cndeaTtmr  any  change  or 
alteration  of  government  eitlier  in  cliurch  or 
state ;  and  therefore  amiul  all  acts  and  consti- 
tutions, ecclesiastical  or  civil,  approving  the  said 
pretended  national  covenant,  or  league  and 
covenant,  or  making  any  interpretations  of  the 
same  or  either  of  them.  And  also  it  is  hereby 
declared  by  hisminesty  and  estates  of  parliament, 
that  the  pretended  assemblv,  kept  at  Glasgow  in 
the  year  16S8,  was  in  Itselr  (after  the  same  wjls 
by  his  majesty  discharged,  under  tlie  pain  of 
treason)  an  unlawful  aud  seditious  meeting; 
and  tliat  all  arts,  deeds,  sentences,  orders  or  de- 
creeta  passed  therein,  or  by  virtue  of  any  pre- 
tended authority  from  the  same,  were  in  them- 
selves from  the  beginning,  are  now,  and  in  all 
time  coming,  to  lie  reputiMl  unlawful,  void  and 
null:  and  tliat  all  ratifications  or  conlirmations 
of  the  siime,  ]MUised  by  whatsoever  authoritv,  or 
in  what^tever  meetings,  shall  from  hencel\>rth 
Ira  void  and  null.  I^ikeas,  his  majesty  and  estates 
of  pariinment,  reflecting  on  the  sad  consequences 
of  these  rebellious  coursen,  and  being  careful  to 
pnvimt  i^  like  for  th^  future,  ha%-e  tfierefore 
atmtate  itnd  onlnincity  and  by  thiwe  \iresei\\*  \  \ 
9t»tu$e  ttnd  Mrduia,  thnt  if  any  pemon  or  p««h»  \  i\\^  cwatwcc'^  -nn^'KV^vawflLVwv 
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taking  the  Lord's  name  in  vain;  end  to 
arraign  his  majesty  as  an  invader  of  tht 
fundamental  laws  of  the  kingdom:  then 
they  assume  the  pope's  power,  and  declare 
the  consciences  of  all  who  had  taken  those 
oaths  free  from  the  oUigatioa  of  them. 
The  motive  whence  all  this  eccentrical  and 
wild  work  flows,  is  plain  from  what  follovs: 
tliosc  solemn  oaths  had  barred  out  prelates, 
so  they  must  as  far  as  they  can  disenga^ 
themselves  and  the  nation  from  them,  that 
no  alteration  be  now  made  in  the  cfaurdi: 


shall  hereafter  plot,  contrivei  or  Intend  death  « 
destruction  to  ttie  king*s  majesty,  or  any  bodily 
liana  tending  to  death  or  destrnction,  or  any 
rinitraint  upon  his  royal  person,  or  to  defvin. 
depose  or  suspend  him  from  the  style,  honpur, 
aud  kingly  name  of  the  Imperial  crown  of  thb 
realm,  or  any  others  his  m^esty'a  domink>ii% 
or  to  suspend  him  from  the  exercise  of  his 
royal  government,  or  to  levy  war  or  take  up 
ai-ms  against  his  majesty  or  any  commlsaimMM 
by  him,  or  shall  entice  any  strangers  or  othcn^ 
to  invade  any  of  his  majesty's  domlnicHis,  and 
shall,  by  writing,  printing,  preacliing,  or  other 
malicious  and  advised  speaking,  ezprcM  or  dc^ 
clare  such  their  treasonable  intentions,  every 
such  iKTBon  or  persons,  being  upon  auflicieaft 
I>robation  legally  convicted  thereof,  abaU  W 
deemed,  declarea,  and  adiudged  traiton,  and 
shall  auiifer  forfditnre  of  life,  Iranoar,  land*,  nd 
goods,  as  in  cases  of  high  treason.  And  further* 
it  is  by  his  majesty  and  estates  of  parliament 
declared,  statute  and  enacted,  that  if  «ny  penoa 
or  ]»ersiuis  sluill,  by  writing,  printing,  praying 
preaching,  libelling,  remonstrating,  or  by  any 
malicious  and  ad  vised  s|>eaking,  express,  puUbh, 
or  de(>lare  any  words  or  sentences  to  atir  up  the 
(N'ople  to  the  hatred  or  dislike  of  his  majesty's 
ro>'aI  prerogative  and  supremacy  in  causes  ecde- 
biastic,  or  of  the  government  of  the  church  by 
archbishops  and  bishops,  as  it  is  now  settled  by 
law,  or  to  justify  any  of  the  deeds,  actlngi^ 
practices,  or  thin|(a  above  mentioned,  and  declare 
ed  against  l>y  this  present  act,  that  every  snch 
jierson  or  perwins  so  offending,  and  being,  as  said 
is,  legally  txmvicted  thereof,  are  hereby  dedand 
incapable  to  eiijoy  or  exerci>e  any  place  or  cm* 
ployuient,  vWu,  ecclesiastical,  or  mnitar}-,  with- 
in this  church  and  kingdom,  and  shall  be  liaUe 
to  such  further  pains  as  are  due  by  the  law  iusuch 
cases  :  providea  always,  that  no  person  be  pro- 
cessed for  any  of  the  olfences  aforesaid,  contamrd 
in  this  art,  (other  than  these  that  are  dedand 
to* be  hi^h  trea<'On)  unless  it  be  by  order  tuxm 
his  majesty,  or  by  order  of  his  privy  council  fer 
the  time;  neither  shall  they  incur  any  of  the 
pt.'n.ilties  above  mentioned,  unless  tliey  be  pur- 
sued within  eight  months  after  the  oifence  com- 
mitted, and  S4;ntenced  thereupon  within  iour 
months  aOer  the  intentlng  of  tne  proce&s.  Aiid 
it  is  also  declared,  that  if  his  mi^jesty  grant  bit 
pardon  to  any  person  convicted  for  any  of  Iht 
offcfices  contained  in  this  present  act,  after  such 
pardon,  the  party  pardoned  shall  be  nstored  ta 
all  intents  and  purposes,  as  if  he  had  never  beea 
\mvsued  nor  convicted  ;  any  thing  In  this  act  ta 
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and   to  complete  all,  further  tlicjr  rescind '  agcs  were  one  of  the  great  pillars  of   j^^^ 
all   acts,  ecdenastical  or  dvil,  approving  <  prelacy.    The  parliament  find,  that 
those  covenants,  particularly  the  acts  of  the 
assembly  at  Glasgow,  1638.     It  is  a  won- 
der they  spared  the  succeeding  assemblies. 


patrons'  rights  were  unjustly  taken  away  in 

the  year  1G49.     Wlicrcas,  as  we  have  seen, 

nothing  was  removed  by  that  act,  save  tlie 

Next  it  is  made  treason, ''  to  take  up  arms  '  unreasonable  as  well  as  unchristian  burden 


against  any  commissioned  by  his  majesty,  or 
to  invite  strangers  to  come  into  any  of  his 
majesty's  dominions."  By  this  our  revolu* 
tion,  had  matters  ripened  far  enough,  ns 


of  the  {)atron*6  presentation  of  minbters,  so 
obstructive  to  the  planting  of  congregations 
according  to  Christ's  rule,  the  interests  of 
the  gospel,  and  good  of  souls;   and  the 


they  were  pretty  fast  hastening  some  years    civil  interest  and  benefit  of  patrons  was 


ago,  would  have  been  found  to  be  treason. 

lliere  follows  a  hedge  about  the  supre- 
macy and  prelacy,  which  appears  odd  enough, 
and  became  a  foundation  of  a  most  extensive 


preserved  and  enlarged. 

By  tliis  act,  all  ministers  entered  since 
the  year  1649,  are  to  take  presentations 
from  their  respective  patrons.    The  reason 


persecution  for  conscience'  sake,  if  any  thing   given  in  the  act,   "  at  and  before  which 


can  be  so  called;  **  all  writing,  speaking, 
printing,  preaching,  praying,  &c.,  tending  to 
stir  up  a  dislike  of  his  majesty's  royal  pre- 
rogative and  supremacy  in  causes  ecclesi- 
astical, or  the  government  by  archbishops 
and  bishops  now  settled."  Which  takes 
in  not  only  presbyterians,  but  many  prc- 
latists,  and  all  who  were  upon  any  other 
lay  in  this  matter,  but  that  of  absolute 
sapremacy;  **  or  tending  to  justify  any 
thing  done  since  the  year  1638."  Such  as 
were  guilty,  upon  conviction,  are  declared 
incapable  to  enjoy  any  public  trust,  civil, 


I)atrons  were  injuriously  dispossessed,"  seems 
to  lead  them  higher  than  that  year.  Jointly 
with  this,  ministers  must  receive  collation 
from  the  bishop,  before  the  20th  of  Sep- 
tember tliis  year.  One  of  the  ordinary 
clauses  of  collations  was,  "  I  do  hereby 
receive  him  into  the  function  of  the  holy 
ministry:"  and  one  may  easily  see  what 
a  strait  this  would  be  to  a  minister  who 
reckoned  his  former  actings  in  that  holy 
office  good  and  valid.  If  ministers  neglect 
this,  and  the  patron  present  not  another 
before  March  next  year,  the  right  of  pre- 


eccleaiastical,  or  military,  yea  further,  made  sentation  is  declared  to  fiiU  jure  dtvoluto 
liable  to  all  the  puns  appointed  by  law  for  |  to  the  bishop,  and  he  is  ordained  to  settle 
sedition.     The  very  naming  of  these  clauses    a  minister  in  the  place,  yea,  the  bishops  ore 


of  those  acts,  does  iibundantly  justify  the 
bappy  re\'olutioR;  and  camiot  but  expose 
onr  prelates,  to  whom  we  owe  all  tliose 
iniquitous  clauses,  and  plainly  e\'ince  that 
prelacy  in  the  church  of  Scotland  was  still 
the  road  to  tyranny  in  the  state,  persecution 
in  the  church,  horrid  invasions  upon  the 
liberty  of  the  subjects,  and  dreadful  oppres- 
sion in  the  matters  of  conscience. 
Their    third    act,  concerning    benefices. 


appointed  to  plant  the  kirks  which  have 
waked  since  the  year  1637.  I  imagine 
they  had  but  few  of  thtec,  if  any ;  and  to 
be  careful  to  provide  all  the  kirks  of  thcii 
diocese,  according  to  this  act. 

It  will  be  remembered,  that  lost  year  the 
parliament  had  ordained,  that  both  pre- 
senters and  presented  should  take  the  oath 
of  allegiance  or  supremacy,  now  pretty  fully 
explained;  and  by  this  act  the  presented 


stipends,    and    patrons,    which    is    added '  nuist  own  the  prelates :  thus  a  great  part 
below,  *  gives  us  a  new  proof  that  patron- '  of  the  ministry  of  the  church  of  Scotland, 


*  Act  concerning  Kurh  benefie-es  and  stipends 
M  have  been  poMetMd  without  presentationt 
from  the  lawftU  patrons.     166S. 

The  king's  most  excellent  migesty  being  de- 
nrouii,  that  all  his  good  subjectn  luay  be  leiuuble 
of  the  happy  effects  and  fruitii  of  the  royal  fj^ov- 
ernment,  oy  a  frt^,  peA<-fMblt>,  and  safe  eigoy- 
mi'nt  of  their  due  iiitercHU  and  properties  under 


his  protection;  and  that  in  bis  restitution 
thev  may  find  themselves  restored  to  thriM 
rights  wmch  by  law  were  secured  unto  thfm. 
and  by  the  ▼i4ilence  and  injustice  of  these  late 
troubles  and  oonfusions  have  been  wrested  from 
them:  and  considering,  that  notwithntandinc 
the  right  of  patronages  be  duly  settled  and 
establiahed  b)*  ibe  aur  wwx.  awi^  ^u\\<Aaa«aMdk>K<«% 
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Ififiv  '"^'"^  either  quit  their  principles  or 
their  chai^rs.  Certainly  it  was  very 
hard  upon  the  ministers,  who  had  been 
admitted  since  the  year  1649,  according  to 
standing  law,  that  they  are  declared  in- 
truders, and  to  have  no  right  to  their 
stipends  since  their  admission,  merely  be- 
cause a  new  law  was  made  for  the  support 
of  prelates.  Such,  who  in  that  same  period 
had  purchased  an  estate,  or  possessed  a  rent, 
are  by  this  same  parliament  declared  lawful 
possessors:  but  nothing  now  can  be  seen 
unreasonable,  which  may  strike  at  prcs- 
byterian  ministers,  the  bishops'  great  eye- 
sore. Thus  a  great  number  of  worthy 
|>astor8,  who  had  suffered  sensibly  for 
noncompliance  with  the  English,  and  their 
staunchness  to  the  royisl  family,  who  had 
been  admitted  to  their  charges  in  the 
scripture  manner,  where  patrons  are  not 
to  be  found,  according  to  law  and  acts  of 
parliament  approven  by  the  king  himself, 


and  constitutions  of  this  kingdom,  yet  divers 
ministers  In  this  church  have,  and  do  possess 
benefices  and  stipends  in  their  re^tpective  cures, 
without  taiy  right  or  presentation  to  the  same 
from  the  patrons :  and  it  being  therefore  most 
just,  that  the  lawful  and  undoubted  patrons  of 
Idrks  be  restored  to  the  possession  of  the  rights 
of  their  respective  advocations,  donations,  and 
patronages ;  therefore,  his  majesty^  with  advice 
and  consent  of  his  estates  of^  parliament,  doth 
statute  and  ordain,  that  all  these  ministers  who 
entered  to  the  cure  of  any  parish  In  burgh  or 
land  within  this  kingdom,  in  or  since  the  year 
1649,  (at  and  before  which  time  the  patrons 
were  most  injuriously  dispossessed  of  their  jpn- 
tmnages)  have  no  rikht  unto,  nor  shall  receive, 
uplift  nor  possess  the  rents  of  anv  benefice, 
modified  stipend,  manse  or  glebe  fur  tnis  present 
crop,  1662,  nor  any  year  following,  but  their 
places,  benefices,  and  kirlcs  are,  igtaojure,  vacant. 
Vet,  his  mivi*^^y>  ^  evidence  his  willincness 
to  pass  by  and  cover  the  miscarriages  of  his 
people,  doth,  with  advice  foresaid,  declare,  that 
thin  act  shtdl  not  be  prejudicial  to  any  of  these 
ministers  in  what  they  have  possessed,  or  is  dae 
to  them,  since  their  admission  :  and  that  every 
siirh  minister  who  shall  obtain  a  presentation 
tirom  the  lawful  patron,  and  have  collation  from 
the  bishop  of  the  diocese  where  he  liveth,  be- 
twixt and  the  S(Hh  of  Septeml>cr  next  to  ttome, 
shall  frtna  thenceforth  have  right  to,  and  crgoy 
his  church,  benefice,  maiiite  and  irlebe,  as  fuUy 
and  tneiy  as  if  he  had  been  lawfully  presented 
and  admitted  thereto  at  his  first  entry,  or  as  any 
other  minister  within  the  kingdom  doth  or  may 
do.  And  for  that  end,  it  is  liereby  ordained, 
tlint  the  respective  patrons  shall  give  presen- 
tations to  nil  the  present  incumbents,  who  in 
due  time  shall  make  application  to  them  for 
tbe  mate.  And  in  case  any  of  these  cbuTcVves 
ahMil  mn  be  thtu  duly  provided  before  lY\e  ss\d 
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are  declared,  if  the)*  will  not  alter  tfecir 


principles,  and  cast  a  reptoach  on  thdr  I 
former  administration,  robbera  and  intmdai. 
The  plain  idew  of  this  act  seems  to  have 
been, to  tempt  the  yoongerministersgrKliislIy 
to  conform,  and,  if  they  had  the  courage  ts 
stand  out,  to  ruin  them  and  their  fiunilie". 
The  elder  sort  were  but  few,  and  it  might 
be  expected  they  would  soon  wear  onf, 
and  less  compliance  was  to  be  looked  for 
from  them,  who  had  been  so  active  in  the 
covenants,  and  late  work  of  reformatioo: 
but  our  managers  were  disapp<nnted  as  to 
the  younger  entrants,  and  they  did  with 
great  firmness  and  resolution  stand  to  thdr 
principles,  and  suffer  rather  than  sin. 

To  secure  the  hierarehy  now  established, 
to  entail  it  upon  the  nation,  and  to  corrupt 
and  bias  the  youth,  the  parliament  by  tbdr 
fourth  act,  concerning  masters  of  univer- 
sities, inserted  at  the  bottom  of  the  page,* 
turn  out  "  all  masters  of  colleges  who  in 


20th  of  September,  then  tlie  patron  shall  havr 
freedom  to  present  anotheT  betwixt  and  theSOtli 
day  of  March,  I66S.  M'hich  if  he  shall  refuv 
or  neglect,  the  presentation  shall  then  fall  totV 
bishop,  ^'itre  devolMto,  according  to  former  taw«. 
And  surJi  like  his  majesty,  with  advice  foroald, 
doth  statute  and  ordain  the  archhishopt  n.d 
bishops,  to  have  the  power  of  new  admission  sad 
collation,  to  all  such  churches  and  benefires  »< 
belong  to  their  respective  sees,  and  which  have 
vaiked  since  the  year  16S7,  and  to  be  carrful  to 
plant  and  provide  these  their  own  kirka  oonfbrm 
to  this  act. 

*    Act  concerning  masters  of  universitir*, 
ministers,  ftc     1662. 

The  king*s  most  excellent  majesty,  accordini; 
to  the  laudable  example  of  his  royal  progenicom 
in  former  parliaments,  doth,  with  ad^ce  ind 
consent  of  Lis  estates  convened  In  this  piftent 
parliament,  ratify  and  approve  all  and  whatso- 
ever acts  and  statutes,  heretofore  made^  conmn- 
ing  the  liberty  and  freedom  of  the  true  churdi 
of  God,  and  the  religion  now  prufesaed  sni 
established  within  this  kingdom ;  and  oonsldrr- 
ing  how  necessary  it  is  for  the  advancement  of 
religion  and  learning,  for  the  good  of  thechiutb, 
and  peace  of  the  kingdom,  that  the  univeniUni 
and  colleges  be  provided  and  served  with  pw- 
fessors,  principal,  regents,  and  mastersa  wdl 
affected  to  his  maiesty,  and  the  established  gov- 
ernment in  church  and  state ;  his  mj^esty,  with 
advice  foresaid,  doth  statute,  ordain,  and  enact, 
that  from  this  time  forth,  no  masters,  principal, 
rei^vnts,  nor  other  professors  in  universities  or 
iM»Heges  within  this  kingdom,  be  admitted,  nor 
allowed  to  continue  in  the  exercise  of  any  func- 
tion within  the  same,  but  such  aa  are  of  a  pi»u« 
loyal  and  peaceable  conversation,  submitting  u*, 
.  aud  owning  the  government  of  the  chiurh  by 
\  %Tc\i\]\H\\o\«  vii\  Xra^oyi^  uiw  settled  by  law; 
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lOi  nbinit  to^  and  own  the  goYenunent  by 
irdibialiops  and  biahops^  and  who  take  not 
Jie  oath  of  all^iance."  The  cunning  of 
folian  the  apostate  in  suppressing  and 
Miaooing  Ghristian  schools,  as  the  most 
eflectual  way  for  ruining  of  Christianity, 
aaa  now  nuich  spoken  o^  and  some  did 
BOt  scruple  to  compare  primate  Sharp  to 
lum  in  more  respects  than  one.  This  act 
rorther  obliges  all  ministers  to  wait  upon 
tlie  bishops'  visitations  and  diocesan  meet- 
ings, or  synods,  which  were  but  seldom  kept 
A  many  dioceses;  and  further,  ministers 
ire  required  **  to  give  their  assistance  in  all 
ihings,  as  they  shall  be  required  by  the 
Nshops  :**  which  certainly  was  hard  enough, 
ind  next  door  to  implicit  obedience.  And 
Jiis  is  to  be  done  as  a  token  of  their 
UMoplying  with  the  present  church  govern- 
ment, and  under  the  penalty  of  suspension, 
KNT  the  first  fault,  from  benefice  and  office, 
jntil  the  next  diocesan  meeting,  which,  for 
loy  constitution  I  can  find,  might  be  long 
mougfa ;  and  deprivation  for  the  next.   This 

ud  who  haying  givf n  satisfaction  therein  to  the 
Miops  of  the  resj>ective  dioceses,  and  patrons, 
nd  aaving  in  their  presence,  taken  the  oath  of 
Jkciancc,  shall  procure  their  attestation  of  the 
■mo ;  that  is  to  sa^,  the  professors  and  other 
aastrrs  of  the  unirersitles  of  St.  Andrews, 
Slaagow,  and  Aberdeen,  to  have  the  approbation 
ad  attestation  of  the  archbishops  and  bishops, 
who  are  the  respective  chancellors  of  the  said 
inivertities ;  and  the  professors  and  other  ma»- 
ers  of  the  New-town  College  id  Aberdeen,  and 
^U^e  of  Edinburgh,  to  have  the  approbation 
€  the  respective  patrons,  the  earl  of  Marshal, 
ind  magistrates  of  Edinburgh  and  Aberdeen, 
ind  an  attestation  and  certificate  under  the  hand 
if  the  bishops  of  Edinburgh  and  Aberdeen, 
wpective,  that  they  have  taken  the  oath  of 
iDcfianoe,  and  that  they  are  persons  who  stil>- 
nit  to,  and  own  the  church  government  as  now 
letkled  by  law.  Likeas,  his  m^eaty,  finding  it 
iSCtMiry  for  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  church, 
Iwt  the  ministers  be  such  as  will  acknowledge 
ind  comply  with  the  present  government  of  the 
tame,  doth  therefore,  with  advice  foresaid,  sta- 
nic  and  enact,  that  whatsoever  minister  shall, 
trithout  a  lawful  excuse,  to  be  admitted  by  his 
irdtoary,  absent  himself  from  the  visitations  of 
iba  diocMe^  which  are  to  be  performed  by  the 
liriurp,  or  some  of  the  ministers  to  be  appointed 
IT  him,  or  from  the  diocesan  assembly ;  or  who 
loall  not,  according  to  his  duty  concur  therein, 
ir  who  diall  not  give  their  assistance  in  all  the 
lets  of  church  diKipline,  as  they  shall  be  reonlr- 
sd  tbcreunto  by  the  archbishop  or  bishop  or  the 
ilncfPi  <)v^  >uch  minister  so  offending  shall, 
br  the  firat  fault,  be  stupended  from  his  office 
ind  benefice  till  the  next  diocesan  meeting ;  and 
t  he  amend  not,  shall  be  deprived,  and  the 
and  benefice  to  be  provided  as  the  law 
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act  strikes  at  the  elder  ministers 
not  thrown  out  by  the  former  act 
about  patronages. 

Further  they  dbcha^ge  all  private  meet- 
ings, or  conventicles  in  houses  under  pre- 
text of  religious  exercises.  How  far  this 
agrees  with  the  16th  act  of  the  former 
session  of  this  parliament,  wherein  the  king 
promises  to  promote  the  power  of  godli- 
ness and  encourage  the  exercises  of  religion 
both  public  and  private,  the  advocates  for 
this  present  management  may  explain.  And, 
to  make  thorough  work,  none  are  allowed 
''  to  preach,  or  keep  school,  or  to  be  peda- 
gogues to  persons  of  quality,  without  the 
Inshop's  license.*' 

By  their  fifth  act,  the  parliament  put  the 
copestone  upon  the  building  of  prelacy, 
and,  in  as  much  as  is  in  their  power,  the 
gravestone  upon  the  covenants  and  pres- 
bytery; and  ordain  all  persons  in  publir 
trust,  to  sign  and  subscribe  a  declaration. 
The  act  itself  the  reader  hath  below.* 
The  declaration  being  the  foimdation  of  a 

alloweth  in  other  cases  of  vacancies.  And  his 
maiesty  considering,  that  under  the  pretext  ot 
religious  exercises,  divers  unlawful  meetings  and 
conventicles  (the  nurseries  of  sedition)  have  been 
kept  in  private  fimillies,  hath  thought  fit,  with 
advice  foresaid,  hereby  to  declare,  that  as  he 
doth  and  will  give  all  due  encouragement  to  the 
worship  of  God  in  families,  amongst  the  pervom 
of  the  family,  and  others  who  shiul  be  oraudon- 
ally  there  for  the  time,  so  he  doth  hereby  dis- 
charge  all  private  meetings  or  conventicles  In 
houses,  which  under  the  pretence  of,  or  far 
religious  exercises,  may  tend  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  public  worship  of  God  in  the  churches,  or  to 
the  alienating  of^  the  people  from  their  lavrful 
pastors,  and  that  duty  and  obedience  they  owe 
to  church  and  state.  And  it  is  hereby  ordained, 
that  none  be  hereafter  permitted  to  preach  in 
public,  or  in  families,  within  any  diocese,  or 
teach  any  public  school,  or  to  be  pedagogues  tn 
the  childrea  of  persons  of  quality,  without  tliv 
license  of  the  ordinary  of  the  diocese. 

*  Act  concerning  the  det'lnration  to  be  aigi  e ' 
by  aU  persons  in  public  trust. 

Forasmuch  as  it  hath  pleased  Ahnight)'  God, 
In  his  majesty's  restitution  to  his  royal  govern- 
ment, to  restore  this  kingdom  to  its  an  dent 
liberties  and  peace,  and  to  deliver  his  maj  eety'% 
good  subjects  feam  these  miseries  and  lN>n  da|>r. 
whereby  they  have  been  oppressed  during  theiM- 
troubles ;  and  the  estates  of  parliament,  fin  dinu 
themselves  obliged,  in  a  due  resentment  of  thir< 
mercy,  and  in  olsrharge  of  that  duty  they  o  we 
to  God,  to  the  king's  majesty,  to  the  public 
peace  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  good  of  liis 
subjects,  to  use  all  means  for  the  due  premT- 
vation  of  that  peace  and  happiness  they  iii»w 
enjoy  under  his  rnjul  government ;  and  to  pre- 
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1662  ^^^^  ^^'^  ^  ^^^  following  sufTei^ 
ings,  deserves  a  room  io  the  body 
of  tiie  history,  and  is  as  follows. 

*'  I  do  sincerely  afiinn 

and  declare,  that  I  judge  it  unlawfiil 
to  subjects  upon  pretext  of  reforma- 
tion, or  any  other  pretext  whataomever, 
to  enter  into  leagues  and  covenants, 
or  to  take  up  arms  against  the  king, 
or  those  commissioned  by  him;  and 
that  all  those  gatherings,  convocations, 
petitions,  protestations,  and  erecting 
or  keeping  of  council  tables  that  were 
used  in  the  beginning,  and  for  the 
carrying  on  of  the  late  troubles,  were 
unlawful  and  seditious:  and  particu- 
larly, that  these  oaths,  whereof  the 
one  was  commonly  called  the  '  National 
Covenant,'  (aa  it  was  sworn  and  ex- 
plained in  the  year  1638,  and  there- 
after) and  the  other,  entiUed,  '  A 
Solemn  League  and  Covenant,'  were 
and  are  in  themselves  unlawful  oaths, 
and  were  taken  by,  and  imposed  upon 
the  subjects  of  this  kingdom,  against 

TBitt  and  MipprMB  every  thiii|r  that  may  tend  to 
the  renirwliw  or  frnvoimnf  of  these  counes,  by 
which  the  uAe  rebellion  bath  been  fimiented 
and  carried  on ;  and  oonoelving  that  the  employ- 
ing of  pereooa  of  sound  principles  and  entire 
loyalty,  in  all  offlcea  of  trust,  and  places  of 
public  administration,  will  conduce  much  to 
these  ends:  therefore,  and  for  quieting  the 
spirits  of  his  majpsty's  rood  subjects,  and  be- 
getting a  confidence  in  tnem  of  their  security 
for  the  future,  his  migesty  hath  thought  fit, 
with  advice  and  consent  of  his  estates  of  parliii- 
Tuent,  t9  statute,  ordain  and  enact ;  likeas  his 
majesty  by  these  presents^  doth,  with  advice 
foresaid,  statute,  ordain,  and  enact,  that  idl 
such  persons  as  shall  hereafter  be  called  or 
admitted  to  any  public  trust  or  office,  under 
Ills  miqesty's  government  within  this  Idngdom ; 
tiiat  is  to  say,  to  be  officers  of  state,  members 
of  parliament,  privy  counsellors,  lords  of  session, 
commissioners  in  exchequer,  members  of  tho 
college  of  justice,  sheriffs,  stewards  or  commis- 
iMuies,  their  deputes  and  clerks,  magistrates  and 
council  of  borouglis,  justices  of  peace  and  their 
clerks,  or  anv  other  public  charge,  office  and 
trust  within  this  lungdom ;  shall,  at  and  before 
their  admission  to  the  exercise  of  such  places  or 
offices,  publicly,  in  face  of  the  respective  conrts 
they  relate  to,  subscribe  the  declaration  under- 
written :  and  thut  they  shall  have  no  riKht  to 
their  said  offites  or  benefits  thereof,  until  they 
subscribe  the  same,  as  said  is ;  but  that  every 
suL^h  persim  who  shall  offer  to  enter  and  ex- 
errc  any  such  office,  before  he  subscribe  the 
tirvhnttton,  I's  to  he  reputed  and  puiiisKcd  tvs  nn 
uviirjK'r  of  fm  m.-rji'sty's  authority,  and   t\\? 
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the  fundamcBBtal  lows  nd  UbaOmci 
the  same;  and  that  there  lieth  no 
obligation  upon  me  or  any  of  tha 
subjects^  firom  the  said  oaths^  or  other 
of  then^  to  endeavour  oi^  chnge  or 
alteration  of  tiie  government  either  in 
church  or  state^  aa  it  is  now  nfablishfd 


by  the  laws  of  the  kingdom." 


Some  remarks  have  been  made  on  sevcnd 
clauses  of  this  declaration,  upon  the  acts  of 
this  and  the  former  session  of  parliameiit 
:  Such  who  had  taken  the  covenants,  and 
thought  them  obligatory  upon  posterity,  and 
■  their  ties  indissoluble  by  human  authority, 
'  could  not  but  reckon,  that  perjtvy  was, 
,  by  this  act  and  dedaration,  made  a  chief 
qualification  and   necessaiy  condition  re- 
quired of  all  to  be  admitted  to  places  and 
offices  in  church  and  state.    The  reader 
cannot  but  observe,  that  under  this  period, 
and  during  the  establishment  of  prelacy, 
there  were  more  ensnaring  and  conscience 
dd>auching  declarations,  bonds,  and  oatiu^ 
invented  and  imposed  through    the   con- 
trivance and  influence  of  the  iHshops  ip 

place  to  be  disposed  to  another.  Likeas  hit 
majesty  doth,  with  advice  foresaid,  remit  to  Ui 
commissioner,  to  take  such  course  aa  he  shsU 
think  fit,  how  these  who  are  presently  in  ofice 
may  subscribe  the  said  declaration.  And  it  b 
hereby  declared,  that  this  act  is  withoni  |n> 
judice  of  any  former  acts,  for  taking  the  ostli 
of  allegiance,  and  asserting  the  royal  prera- 
gative. 

"  I  do  sincerely  affirm  and 

declare,  that  I  judge  it  unlawful  to  anl»isetB, 
upon  pretence  of  reformation  or  other  pre- 
tence whatsoever,  to  enter  into  leagues  asi 
covenants,  or  to  take  up  anna  anlnal  thi 
king,  or  those  commissionated  byhim;  sod 
that  all  these  gatherings,  convocations^  peti- 
tions, protestations,  and  erecting  and  key- 
ing of  council  tables,  that  were  uaed  in  the 
beginning,  and  for  carrying  on  of  the  Isit 
troubles,  were  unlawful  and  seditious :  and 
particularly,  that  these  oaths,  whmuf  the 
one  was  commonly  called,  *'  The  Natkmil 
C'ovenant,"  (as  it  was  sworn  and  exidainid 
ill  the  year  1688,  and  tberealtcr,)  and  the 
other  entitled,  **  A  Solemn  League  and 
Covenant,'*  were  and  are  in  themsems  un- 
lawful oatlis,  and  were  taken  by,  and  tafr> 
posed  upon  the  sulfjects  of  this  kingdosi, 
against  the  fundamental  laws  and  liberths 
of  the  same.  And  that  then  lieth  no  obHf^ 
tion  upon  me,  or  any  of  the  snl^iects,  freoi 
the  said  oaths,  or  either  of  them,  to  endeaveor 
any  change  or  alteration  ef  the  gcviinmail, 
eitnrr  in  church  or  atate,  as  it  is  now 

''^        V\^<>i\\\N  \>M  \a.Yf«  of  the  kingdoaou** 
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this  kingdom,  than  ever  were  in  so  ihort  a  the  great  duty  of  the  times,  a  mode    .^^a 

tpace  upon  any  part  of  the'  world.    Wc  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  *  and 

ihall  see  that  scarce  a  year  passes  but  what  not ;  yet  now  it  is  to  them  rebellion 

4ime  new  declaration,  bond,  or  oath,  was  and  sin. 

brought  upon  the  subjects  in  Scotland ;  all    • 

at  them  dubious,  many  of  them  impossible  *  If  thin  was  rallv  the  riew  which  the  bish- 

to  keep,  and  «,mc  of  them  evidently  «df-  Tt^^^J^^S  r^SttrTt^^ 

contradictory.     Thb    dreadfully    corrupted  ottmn  to  be  a  matter  of  rarpriM,  for  men  whow 

people's  morals,  and  was  a  sad  inlet  to  the  oonejptlons  wen  of  raeh  a  diapeleM  dianctor, 

'     '^                                      I         •  t.  oould  not  maaoninlF  ba  especttd  to  ba  ttaadT 

•YhdsDi,  profancness,  and  unrighteousness,  to  any  thing.     Such  an  idea  of  our  coTenanta,  I 

which  now  abounded.  cannot  help  regardbir  as  rnont  ridicnloua,  and 

<•                         J   .I.*     1    1      ^       ^     al  nearly,  if  not  altofether,  as  ineemvrahentible 

Some  compared  this  declaration  to  the  „  the  doctrine  of  transubatantiation.    It  has 

necaving  the  mark  of  the  beast  in  the  right  not,  howerer,  wanted  adrocatea  eren  In  modem 

hand.    TTie  very  matter  of  the  dedamtion  iSS-^SftTHS^^'lir'TS'^W*!^ 

cannot  but  stun  such  as  seriously  reflect  before  me  a  sermon  preached  by  the  late  Dr. 

upon  it.    m  declaring  "all  leagues  and  '^l^llfii^lol^ZZTrTZ^^ 

covenants  among  subjects,  upon  any  pretext  of  Secedera,  in  which  I  find  the  following  aa- 

whatsoever,  unlawfid"  is  unreasonable  and  ^^^T^"^  ^ST^'Z^P^Vly, 

foolish.     All  resistance  upon  any  pretext,  eovenant  of  mce !    We  neither  consider  our 

even  against  the  least  person  who  hath  a  cowmmt  of  duties  as  a  distinct  covenwit   by 

7^ .       ^          1     1  •        •       1         Ml  itseu,  nor  is  it  properly  the  snase  thing  with  the 

commission  from  the  king,  is  what  will  now  covenant  of  grace !  what  we  say  is»  our  goto- 

be  laughed  at.     The  covenants  are  declared  nanting  U  the  same  thing  with  our  acceptance 

,          ,      ^  ,  .     ^,          ,               J  .1       ■  of  the  covenant  of  grace!     na  entar  infiD  no 

to  be  unlawful  m  themselves ;  and  the  de-  coTenant  but  the  covenant  of  mce!    Cnraed  be 

claration  goes  further,  and  affirms,  "  they  all  that  religious  covenanting  that  amounts  to  any 

■                1  r     «;        ^^ ..u^^**    Tf thing  more  than  an  explicit  wxeplaBee  •#  God  s 

can  have  no  obligation  upon  others.      Every  covenant."    IfthevieJrsof  thee^lngregaUon,  on 

where  but  in  Scotland,  it  would  have  sufficed  the  subject  of  the  solemn  services  they  were  on 

.0  declare  an  oath  unlawful,  and   for  a  f^lSJSSS'^S^.br.rtKJ'TlJS^.'rt 

man  not  to  take  it  himself,  or  renounce  it,  question,  Who  bath  required  this  at  ymir  hand? 

without  any  declaration  as  to  others;  but  tbe^«nu»t<»^'dyhave  found  it™  easy  mattw 

^                                                 '  to  give  a  satisfactory  answer.     HeM  op  in  thia 

uur  prelates  can  never  be  secure  enough  absurd  point  of  view,  is  it  anv  wonder  that  ow 

asainst  the  covenants.     Last  session  they  covenants  should  have  been  derided,  their  pro. 

^               ,                ,       1    1       1   MI      t       1 .  I^l^'y  called  m  question,  and  their  utility  do- 

vocure  them  to  be  declared  illegal;  this  nied?    No  genuine  covenanter,  however,  over 

tcsaion,  by  act  ^d,  they  are  cassed  and  an-  did,  nr  ever  can  ao  represent  them.  "Thaoalliof 

,,    ,        ,            II  •         II-    .         II  God,*'  said  an  eminent  defender  of  these  oava- 

lulled,  and  now  aU  in  public  trust  declare  so  „anta,  "  which  we  enter  into,  b  not  tha  eovvnant 


iNich  in  a  separate  instrument ;  and  in  a  of  iprace,  but  a  oovonant  of  doty  and  gratitude* 

_  ^L                   .            fc  V    r  It  is  not  the  covenant  of  grace,  but  aiMvanant  of 

cw  years  the  covenants  must  be  forsworn  ^uty  which  >.  consequential^  aur  taking  hold, 

lod  renounced  by  the  test,  that  one  oath  or  accepting  of  tlie  covenant  of  graee.*'    f  Vide 

n.y  expel  another.    In  short  this  declara-  !^^cTu^^^^%^!^^:^ 

Jon  is  but  prejudice  of  the  oath  of  allegiance.  Covenant,"  wiys  a  modem  author  of  ainnilar 

!hat  is,  both  must  be  taken.     The  allegiance,  »*'"'*y»  "  ^  •  national  covenant  and  oaih  iia 

'            .                                                 A.  every  point  of  view— 4n  lU  matter,  ita  fans,  tlit 

this  declaration,  and  m  some  years  alter-  authority  bv  whiih  it  was  enjoined,  the  eapa- 

mnl  the  test,  were  the  great  snares  of  this  *=*^  *".  ^^**^^  **  T!?*.*'^"'*  *^  **^  manner  la 

.     ,                  1             t       I    1.  whith  It  was  ratified.     It  was  a  sacred  league 

time.     And  as  u|k>u  the  one  hand  the  unac-  between  kingdom  and  kingdom,  with  respaet  to 

noantable  and  violent  pressing  of  them,  run  *beir  religious  aa  WiJl  aa  their  secular  iniensts, 

,    ^      '          .^            ,  and,  at  tlie  same  time,  a  covenant  iu  which 

lome  poor  people  to  cxtrcimUes,  and  some  th^  joinUy  swore  to  God  to  perform  aU  tho 

meanore  of  wildness ;  so  upon  the  other,  articles  aostained  in  it.    Nation^  ''*"C'^"»  "*: 

«.ch  methods  turned   severals  of  greater  S^ whSiKb;;:^ri?;:r„ot.£S 

bwwledge  to  irreligion,  atheism,  and  reject-  aareement  or  confederation,  however  solemn, 

ing  eyenr  thing  «irious,  when  they  obsm  cd  f  .ISt^l^X  Tp^Hun'SS^  SUTTtW^ 

the  bUiopa  and  their  time-serving  ministers  own  accord,  into  a  eommon  engagement.    It 

fan  hi  with  this  declaration;  though  a  little  'T^w*""ir^"'^™**"^'*^lST?J!r2?*S 

'          "  of  liiiigdomM,  m  concurrenvje  w\Uk  IImw.  «a  ^m^ 

hnc  ago  thrv  had  pressed  the  covenant,  as  ohur«-\i,  it  w;\s  *wwn\  Vix  \\\»ti\  \n  ^^t*w  \iv3BiK\^ 
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Some  acts  in  this  session  about 
civil  affiiirs,  seem  designed  for  the 
fiirther  establishment  of  episcopacy :  but  I  do 


capacity ;  at  their  call  and  by  their  authority  it 
was  afterwards  sworn  by  the  body  of  the  people, 
in  their  different  ranks  and  orders ;  and  nnaily, 
it  wae  ratified  and  pronounced  ralid  by  lawi 
both  civil  and  ecclesUutieal.     The  public  faith 
WBH  thus  plighted  by  all  the  organs  through 
which  a  nation  is  Accustomed  to  express  its  mind 
and  will.     Nothing  was  wanting  to  complete 
the  national  tie,  aiid  to  render  it  permanent; 
unless  it  should  be  maintained  that  abiMlute 
unanimity  is  necessary,  and  that  a  society  cannot 
contract  lawful  engagements  to  God  or  man,  as 
long  as  there  are  individuals  who  oppose  and  are 
dissentient.     Sanctions  less  sacred,  and  pledges 
less  numerous,  would  have  given  another  nation, 
or  even  an  individual,  a  perfect  right  to  demand 
from  Britain  the  fulfilment  of  any  treaty  or 
contFUt ;  and  shall  not  God,  who  was  not  only 
a  witness,  but  the  principal  party,  and  whose 
honour  and  interests  were  immediately  concern- 
ed in  this  transaction,  have  a  like  claim,  or  shall 
we  "break  the  covenant  and  escape?**    [Vide 
Dr.  M*Crie*s  Unity  of  the  Church,  p.  165.] 
Thos  stated,  our  covenants  assume  tangibility ; 
they  may  be  approached  and  examined,  and  in- 
deed seem  highly  worthy  of  being  inquired  into, 
'llius  stated,  multiplied  circumstances  present 
themselves  in  which  they  may  be  interpmed, 
obviously   with  the  greatest   propriety,   while 
most  of  the  sophisms  wherewitn  tbfy  have  been 
assailed  fall  to  the  ground.     Thus  stated,  there 
is  scarcely  room  for  tlie  ridiculous  inquiry  which 
has  so  often  been  inistituted,  and  not  nnfre- 
quently  settled,  in  opposition  both  to  revelation 
and  the  common  sense  of  mankind,  Whether 
covenants,  oaths  or  vows,  bring  along  with  them 
any  superadded  obligations,  when  the  persons 
employing  them  are  already  bound  by  the  divine 
law  ?  for  they  may  in  this  wny  be  extensively 
employed,  and  constitute  a  bond  of  duty  where 
there  was  no   previously  existing  obligation. 
Thus  stated,  there  is  no  room  for  disputation  on 
the  character  which  a  man  sustains  in  entering 
into  these  solemn  covenants,  which  has  often  been 
confidently  stated  to  be  simply  and  solely  that 
of  a  church  member.     Covenants,  oaths  and 
vows,  as  above  explained,  have  their  foundstlon, 
not  in  positive  in!*tltution,  but  in  the  moral  law 
or  law  of  nature  ;  consequently  men  enter  into 
them  as  subjects  of  God's  nioml  government. 
To  do  so  acceptably,  we  admit  they  must  do  it 
as  Christians,  but  this  is  something  very  differ- 
ent from  doing  so  merely  as  church  members. 
Tlie  subject  of  the  covenant,  the  oath,  or  the  vow 
to  be  taken,  may  require  the  person  to  take  or 
to  enter  into  it  as  a  Christian  magistrate,  a 
(christian  minister,  a   Cliristian  soldier,  or  a 
Christian  citizen,  as  well  as  a  Christian  church 
member.    It  was  in  these  characters,  and  on  this 
broad  basis,  that  our  covenants  were  originally 
sworn  and  subscribeil.    Their  foundation  is  laid 
as  deep  as  the  pillars  tliat  support  human  society ; 
and  till  these  pillars  be  removed,  or  to  speak 
without  a  figure,  till  federal  representation  be  no 
longer  necessary  to  the  existence  of  liunuui  ao- 


[book  I. 

not  enter  upon  them.  Towirds  the  end  of 
the  session  they  came  at  length  to  the  nnicfa 
longed  for  indemnity,  which  had  been  granted 


religious  covenants,  oaths  and  vows,  to  men 
merely  in  their  character  of  charch  membm^ 
whicJi  seems  a  prevailing  idea  among  covtnaot* 
ers  of  the  present  day,  is  so  admirable,  that  I 
cannot  resist  adding  it  to  this   note,  dioagb 
considering  the  sulgect,  I  am  afraid  of  having 
already  borne  hard  upon  the  patience  of  my 
reader :— *<  By  church  members  may  be  meant 
either  those  who  are  in  actual  cmnmuiiioo  irilk 
a  particular  organized  church,  or  those  a^ 
stand  in  a  genml  relation  to  the  church  uni- 
versal; bat  in  neither  of  these  scmea  can  It  br 
said  that  religious  coveooants  or  bonds  an  is- 
competent,  or  non-obligatory  in    every  other 
character.     This  is  to  restrict  the  authority  of 
the  divine  law  in  reference  to  moral  dotio^ 
and  to  limit  the  obligations  which  result  fntn 
it  in  a  way  that  is  not  warranted  either  br 
scripture  or  reason.     How  can  that  whidi  ■ 
founded  on  the  moral  law,  and  which  is  moral- 
natural  not  positive,  be   confined   to   cborck 
members,  or  to  Christians  in  the  character  sf 
church  members  only?    The  doctrine  in  q«n- 
tion  is  also  highly  objectionable,  as  it  nniduly 
restricta  the  rdigious  character  of  men  and  the 
sphere  of  their  actions  about  religious  mattorib 
whether  viewed  as  individuals  or  as  formed  hitD 
societies  and  communities.    They  are  booad  id 
act  for  the  honour  of  God,  and  are  capable  of 
contracting  sacred  oblications,  sacred  both  in 
their  nature  and  their  o^ects,  in  all  the  charK- 
ters  and  capacities  which  they  sustain.    I  kaov 
no  good  reason  for  holding  that,  when  a  com- 
pany of  men  or  a  society  act  about  religion,  or 
engage  in  religious  exercises,  they  are  theiriiy 
converted  into  a  church,  or  act  merely  and  pro- 
perly as  church  members.     Families  are  not 
churches,  nor  are  they  constituted  property  Ur 
a  religious  purpose,  yet  they  have  a  rellgioat 
character,  and  are  bound  to  act  according  to  h 
in  honouring  and  serving  God,  and  are  capsUt 
uf  contracting  religious  obligations.     Katieas 
also  have  a  religious  character,  and  may  act 
about  the  affairs  of  religion.     They  may  make 
their   profession    of   Christianity  and  kgattf 
authorize  its  institutions,  without  being  turned 
into  a  church ;  and  why  may  they  not  also  cwnc 
under  an  oath  and  covenant,  with  rcferrace  to 
it,  which  shall  be  nationally  binding.     Core- 
nanting   may  be  said  to  be  by   a    nation  n 
brought  into  a  church  state,  acting  in  this  reli- 
gious capacity ;  the  oath  may  be  dispensed  bjr 
ministers  of  the  |OApel,  and  accompanied  by  tbe 
usual  exercises  of  religion  in  the  church,  and  yet 
It  may  not  be  an  ecclesiastical  deed.     Tht  mar- 
ringe  covenant    and  vow  is    founded   on  the 
original  law,  and  its  duties,  as  well  as  the  rtlir 
lion  which  it  establishes,  are  common  to  men, 
and  of  a  civil  kind.     Yet  among  Christians  it 
is  mixed  with  religious  engagementei,  and  cde* 
brated  religiously  in  the  church.     Ministers  of 
the    gospel    officiate    in    dispensing    the  vow, 
and  accompany  it  with  the  word  and  pnytf' 
The  parties  are  bound  to  marry  in  the  Lord, 
and  to  live  togethex  as  Christians.     But  is  the 


eiety,  so  long  must  they  be  retqieGted  by  the  good.  I  marriage  vow  on  that  account  ccdesiasticalt  or 

snd  80  long  by  the  wise  their  tie  must  be  Tegardcd  i  do  the  parties  enjp^age  as  church  members  only  ? 

as  UidiaMoIuble^  \TVv«  CW\^»^^^Yv  v^Viaxticter  is,  in  such  cases,  con- 

ne  Mlowing  parapniph  on  the  tctUicWu^  ««  ^\i\uie^vj\\V\\w»  \«x>ai^,^\u**>:v5,  wU,  vwlitirai. 
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bi  EngUmd,  almcwt  as  soon  us  the  king  came  |     The  last  clog  upon  tlus  indemnity    .^^ 


home :  but  his  ancient  kingdom  must  not 
enioy  such  a  lavour  till  the  prehites  had 
their  main  interests  settled  and  secured; 
though  they  were  the  Scots  who  crowned 
him,  fouj^t  fat  him,  suffered  most  for  him 
onder  the  usurpation,  and  moved  first  his 
lotoration.  This  act  of  indenmity  and 
oUrrion  was  dogged  with  some  exceptions 
b  the  body  of  it :  besides  the  ordinary  crimes 
ttiD  excepted  in  such  acts,  and  the  murderers 
of  the  king's  fiither,  if  any  such  were  in 
Scotland,  the  parliament  except  out  of  the 
indemnity,  all  who  had  been  declared  fugitive 
by  the  committees  of  estates  or  parliament, 
■noe  August  1660,  and  in  particular,  **  the 
marquis  of  Ai^le,  Warriston,  Swinton,  Mr. 
James  Guthrie,  William  Govan,  John  Hume, 
Vniiam  Dundas,  and  the  Campbells  of  Ard^ 
kingiaa,  and  Ormsay." 

This  act  of  favour  was  further  clogged 
with  an  unprinted  act,  aeduding  twelve 
persons  from  places  of  trust,  who  were  to 
he  named  in  parliament  by  ballots:  which 
■ct,  commonly  called  the  balloting  act,  was  a 
contrivance  of  Middleton's,  to  turn  out  Lau- 
derdale, Crawford,  and  Sir  Robert  Murray, 
from  all  their  offices  and  posts.  However, 
this  turned  about  to  Middleton's  ruin,  and 
ooeanoned  an  odd  reckoning  betwixt  the 
king  and  parliament,  as  may  be  seen  at  the 
end  of  the  printed  acts  of  parliament,  1663, 
when  the  parliament,  ailer  a  flaunting  letter 
fo  the  king;  wherein  they,  I  had  almost  said 
libiphemously,  declare  the  king's  royal  judg- 
ment is  the  rule  of  thdr  actions,  rescinded 
diis  balloting  act.  Some  of  the  members  of 
parfiament,  when  giving  in  their  lists  or  bal- 
lots, were  so  mcny  as  to  put  down  any 
twdve  of  the  bishops  the  parliament  pleased. 


IS,  ''the  act  containing  exceptions 
fh>m  the  act  of  indemnity;"  the  tenor  of 
which  will  fall  in  afterwards  in    the  act, 
September  9tb,  1663,  rescinding  the  ballot- 
ing act.    I  find  the  reason  alleged  for  this 
act  of  fines,  or  the  exceptions  firom   this 
indemnity  is,  **  that  the  fines  therein  imposed, 
may  be  given  for  the  relief  of  the  king's 
good  subjects,  who  had  sufiered  in  the  late 
troubles,"  as  now  it  is  fashionable  to  term 
the  work  of  reformation  since  the  year  1638. 
The  parliament  appointed  a  committee  for 
pitching  upon  the  persons  to  be  fined,  with 
the  quota  of  their  fines,  the  members  where- 
of were  solemnly  bound  to  discover  none 
whom  they  pitched  upon,  till  once  the  act 
was  passed  in  the  house.    This  committee 
most  arbitrarily  formed  a  list,  which  the 
parliament,  I  may  say,  implidtly  approved, 
of  seven  or  eight  hundred  noblemen,  gentle- 
men, burgesses,  and  others,  mostly  in  the 
western  shires,  to  be  arbitmrily  fined  in  the 
sums  they  named,  without  any  libd,  proba- 
tion, or  pretended  crime,  but  what  was 
common  to  the  whole  nation  duriifg  the 
usurpation,  and  now  was  indemnified  to  the 
rest  of  the  suljects.    I  have  heard  of  nothing 
of  this  nature  imposed  upon  the  compilers 
with  Cromwell,  m  England  or  Ireland.    The 
persons  they  name  are  fined  in  the  sum  of 
one  million  seventeen  thousand,  three  hun- 
dred, fifty-three  pounds,  six  shillings  and 
eight  pcnies,  Scots  money,  as  will  appear  by 
the  list  of  them,  annexed  at  the  bottom  of 
the  page.*    This  list  may  be  faulty  in  the 
syllabication  of  some  persons*  names  and 
styles,  but  as  to  the  sums  and  the  bulk  of 
persons  named  it  is  exact.    The  persons 
contained  in  this  act  of  fines,  as  fiir  as  I  can 


Mvdi  eonfotlon  alio  arises  on  this  subject,  firom 
not  attending  to  the  iipecltic  object  of  our  national 
ewenanta  and  tbe  nature  of  their  stipulations, 
"Vf  which  they  are  distinguished  from  mere 
cBvreh  oorenauts.  1  ahall  only  add,  that  sere ral 
aljeetions  Qfloallv  adduced  on  this  head,  may  be 
einrlated  by  keemng  in  mind  tliat  the  dbliiration 
in  qoeadon  It  of  a  moral  liind,  and  that  God  is 
fBbm  prindpal jparty  who  exacts  the  fulfilment  of 
the  fend.*'  M'Crie*t  Unity  of  the  Church,  pi>. 
187,  lOB.  The  mider  may  consult  on  this  aub- 
Jeel.  with  adrantag^  The  Covenanten'  Plea, 
Ci«ftofi*«  Fastening  of  St.  Petei^s  Fetters,  9k, 


*  List  of  fines  Imposed  by  Middleton,  in 
parliament,  1662. 

KMMBUROHSHiaE. 

Earl  of  Lothian  fined  in      .        .        .    L.6,OnO 

lx>rd  Borthwick         ....  2,4^0 

Lord  Balmerinoch      ....  6,00U 

Mr.  John  In^lls  of  Cramond  0,000 

Mr.  James  Soot  of  Bonnyton     .  I, SOD 

Mr.  Laurence  Scot  of  Pid:iley     .  2,400 

Thomas  Craig  of  Rickarton  2>400 

Mr  John  Scot  of  Scotatarbpt  6,000 

Walter  Yonnr,  merchant  In  Edinburgh  1,200 

Robci t  IlamUUm,  tlAtt ,  mwviVwciA  ^^set*  \f«^ 
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IA82.   ""^  '^"^  about  themt  were,  geiK- 
rallf  ipealdag,  of  the  best  morala, 
tai  axMt  thinii^  P*^  >"  ^  place*  whos 


J>m«  MMDti.  nifrf  hnnl  ihrm              .  1-900 

Almnnder  Bnuiil.  urrchanl  thai      •  8,000 

Mr.  Juhn  Ilmpcr,  ndiocjie                  .  »,«0 

Hnrr  Hope,  merchant  In  Edinhutsh  S,GUO 

Mr.  JuiKH  Rll<:hL*  thrr«             .         .  1,SOO 

Unlh  ^VaU  ID  Lrltb  1,B00 
•       m  Utigitiih,  UM  mlleiTor  -'  — — 


Mr.^l 


ibfrt  Dtittei 


I,S0O 


Itab«n  Cnmplfcir.  apotbecBry  tJOO 
Wllllim  BUckwoud,  merchant  iii  Edio- 

karcb hmO 

Sr  Junn  Stout  uf  Kirkfidd     .  4000 

OcoTEi  Gnlum,  mrrcliint  in  Edlnbnijh  600 

Tbeoua  Lawric,  MMrdBnt  tlwni  SOO 

Janm  MdrUc,  Ihera  1300 

WBIlwn  Mel>iilr,  mcrctuM  thtn  .S,WO 

Adun  Muihct  tbcre                               •  1,100 

Mr.  John  EUex,  ndTscaU  there            .  S,40D 

Mr.  WlUUm  Hogs.  Miocbm  tlum     .  t^BOO 

Jflhn  Maeklarr,  ihrra          ...  S60 

JaHH  Bmoe,  nwrcbaot  Ibcr*      .  SOO 

JwiM  Melroo,  ihfTB           ...  600 

Owdi  Bbekoood,  th««   ...  300 

miSm  Hunlltnn,  writer  in  Edinbargfa  1#W 

Jamn  Orkhun,  gncrcbtnt  ihan  GOD 

Wnkm  Bu,  vintner  Ihs^                  .  600 

Jaka  Luabi  nnrehuii  tben       ■  ISO 

Jihn  Boour  of  Bonnarloa  l,t00 

J^Mi  WUun,  Tiottm  In  Edinbun<h  960 

l,rfnlDoddi S,MO 

John  Lawrie,  in  LogsiliouiH  aW 

BobH  SdhJrk,  merduut  In  Edinburgh  860 

VIlBun  AnderwHi  muvhiuit  there     .  600 

Reberl  Juk,  merchuit  Ibcr*  SGO 

Hobert  Fatrlii,  merchnnt  there  1,300 

Robert  Simpson,  vintner  there    .  800 

Rubnt  Lockhart,  mHvluDt  there  8,100 

Patrick  Cricbtoa.  merchuit  there  \,mO 

Jokn  Crawford,  merebuit  there  600 

Alcuader  Hendenpn,  mrrdiui  tlwra  BOO 


600 


Fatrkk  Temple,  In  Lintonbrldgtt 

Hepburn  ot  BeDnlUoun 

Itab«rk  Auhlwu  uf  S«inl«erf      . 
Mr.  Robert  Hodge  of  Gbddraiulr 

TheUIrdarFnlnln 

WHllom  Bt««l  "f  Sllpperficld    . 

DougWflfI.inton       . 


Or  William  Scot  at  Hardia        .  18,000 

John  Home  in  the  Law      ...  600 

JohnKerofW»inl»bct      .                  .  3,000 

Waller  l'riDi(1n  nf  Ureenknaw    .  8,000 

Jsbn  Kr»><irip,  portloopr  of  Dryburgh  600 

Thtatan  /Iflliturton  uf  Newnuuns  000 

Aoterl  Smwn  of  Blackburn      . 

VflUlua  Cmw  of  ITeutfbud 


they  lired,  and  dMrgeabla  wifli  aoikiq 
being  preebfteriani,  and  auhiaitfing  to 
conquerors  when  tfaey  could  do  no  h 


Mr.  Mark  Ker  of  MominfMon  .    L. 

Aad»w  Gmv.  poHiunir  of  Sulmwoad 
Patrick  WuUUh-,  purtioner  of  WmW" 

John  Hunte'r  of  Coliu^db'         '.         '. 
Abraham  Uoou  of  IC»»inliliih»i    . 


GaiRve  Currier  of  Fondoun 

PrinEle  of  Torwoodii* 

Laird  of  Whytebnnk  rounder 

Pringle  of  Nexhil 

Jnmes  EI1,>1  in  .Sulherlanilbiill 
William  S™i  of  Tiwhelaw 
Itobert  SculofBrowuhaU 
Andrew  Scot  of  Brouhnulawi 
John  Sriit  of  Gilmenaleuglb 
Andrew  Eliot  uf  niillip  . 
Tbomai  Km!  nf  Tnririu 
ThoB 


Sir  Daniel  Canniehael 

SirJniueii  Carniichael 

HAiniltonofllidcialg 
William  l^nrle  of  Btarkwood 

Moorof  Amlaton 
William  Ilunllton  of  Net Wfield 
Jnme«  runninehsm  of  BnnnltOD 
John  Weir  of  Newlim 
John  WrirofClon-bura      . 
^Villinm  Drown  of  I>olphln> 
John  Hamillnn.  chamberlain 
Gcorce  Weir  of   Jarwood  . 

James  Hamillouof  Neisland 
Mr.  John  Spreul,  late  dork  of  Glaagow     I 
John  Gmbnm,  late  provoat  uf  C-Uaguw 
Mr.  WiUiuu  Brnwn  of  Mllridge 
Andrew  llnmllian  of  Overbm 
Jamn  A  lexander,  in  Overhill  of  Urlf* 
Tbomaa    I'ctllcrew    in    the    barouy    of 
ClaaKoa 

"ili. 

PuterMn  tbrr. 

John  Juhniton  tbero 

l.iiJrd  of  AuchterArdel 

WillUm  Chinly  In  Dougla* 

Andrew  Blown,  brotber  lo  tha  laird  af 


Alexander  Tennelit,  in  Lanark 

Cabrirl  Iduniltoa  there 

Mr.  Andrew  Krj       ,         ,         ,         . 

Gobrlel  llDmUtoDDfWeatbnra 

Alexander  Wllaon  In  I^nark 

John  Nimrao,  In  the  Watpvrl  of  Gl^[OW 

Jamei  EtphlDtlua,  elaiswrigbl  there 

Sir  John  ChlMly         ....         1 
...     John  SnuJl.  in  Kilbride 
100     Mr.  Cumming  in  GlaKow 

EGO  ."WiWttio  Cnievnu— ■■ 

OH)    lqV>ii¥.\i\laiA<X 
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on    thought  bi   hate    got  all   thwiivtth  the  addition   of  the   title   of 

t»  tunwelf  and  hi*  depcnduiti,  aa  '■  duke ;  biit  he  vaa  hoiked  in  hiith  ; 

the  cotate  of  tlie  icorquiii  <rf  Aigyle, !  and  neither  he  nor  his  Mends  fingered  thou 


rnr,  mcrchuillti  Glueuw 
lf<r»rH>rrcl«ich 
lordtiMT  of  SoaaaM 
kimerwrl  of  GnD)[c  • 

cniin  uf  Hanxffiild      • 
!land  of  Uvnluililin  or  liiinuiblB 
Idllc  of  -|  udholn 
Try,  rbimbrriaiD  urMtmlrj- 
lamiltnn  nf  Uarin 
.MiLitlond  in  ParhofMuwltr 
mtica  of  Thorn 
'■tmon  in  iDdilslilrg      . 
Idlui:  .... 

lulie  in  Samdyford 


oulvr  in.  J,iiiv  of  Muiulcy  MO 

GIlbrrtwHi  in  Bnadiroud       .  840 
juburKliinMuirhoiiMofLlbliatOD  l!4a 

idaUiiia  rjf  Onnbirls  .  960 

Barlnini,  poTtiuur  of  S'iilH-t  leO 

CMmicbiu\  in  GtUftFlull  fiOO 

Ximiuu,  portlDner  of  QiiMlbirl  WO 

>n»toD  of  Nfirbiroing     .  VIO 

Irowu  in  CanUIr*         .       .  J40 


hTt«  of  Cildyka  . 
lallle  In  Thanktrton 
WhyiK,  bmhtr  to  tha  nid  Jubn 


.  TbOBita  SltrX  In  SkallffhUI 
'    I.iiiutniiHil  Liiiiisay 

I Wnrdniji  riF  iSaldonrin 

Air.  William  Homtrwd  in  Donglw 


Portcrfidrl,  IntP  prnrni  of  Gfav 

Jfu-i  In  LBiinrk       '.         '.         '. 
imillon  of  Soathflriri 
jDiltan  of  Hinon 
vwn,  youri^T  of  Dnphan 
,iD<lton<.f  Alki'nhr^iil      . 
Stirvmi  in  Lemutngo 


•rUld 

Iwnillon  in  (.'BldTwulrr 
imilton  In  iltilh«'<-t1-)n'ldze     . 
ill  Hamilton    h  <'niue)h«i'l  of 


unm-ird  in  the  Green  of  Belielh 
Carralcbacl  in  Nen-bi^iB^   . 
<tJbffHi  hi  Cotliqnhiin 


1  Brnee  of  Ski-llicton,  cMu-  nnd 
■fT,  betwixt  ibFiu  iptuallf 
InKt  uf  Kllhui-k  of  Lnnnhiign 
illaa  In  Idnark 
it»j  In  Jfrriiwvnd 
Bpwn  in  Lenark 
laher  in  I^aiiark 


iHnI 


I    Hmnllton 


Tain  In  the  pultb  of  Monkland 
■oillton  of  l.nnudiap>    . 

amiltoii  nf  Viipj*n 


I  i  aif.  Willinm  F«ga««.  of  KiUmli 

I I  William  Wilton  of  Lard 

I :  .Tolm  JloDglait  of  SiouehooaB 

I    John  M  dA  of  <:oUi<i>ton 

John  Scot  youn{!«'  in  Katthnw 
Jiilin  Miu:bunity,  ponloDfr  of  Lrcei 
John  iVIiilUnd,  glovor  tfam       . 
John  Slinrt.  glover  ia  Dumfrks 
Jnm«  niotlat.  ucrrhaul  thfrn    ■ 
.],iRi(s  Kslling,  glorn-  tbere 
Ilobert  Wallace,  unrcljanl  <hpnt 
JamrK  Muirbeud,  merrliaDt  ibnr 
J.>hn  WiUiaoiaon,  men:hanl  tfa«'« 
Abrnbam  DlckMi..  mcrchiint  thers 
Janitia  Grierson  of  Uoiniutro 
John  KkkirelUfllneria 
John  Kirkirellof  Sandewal 
Jhdih  Ihinirr  In  Towuhcwl 
WlUlum  UdII  Jn  Albey 
GeorKc  lli')I  in  Gottbridge 
JoniwClorkof  Tillodi       . 
John  Clerk  of  Killytnls       . 
John  Cntlg  in  Dumfries     . 
Andrew  Jubniioii  of  Luckwbte 
I'llHrk  Minrsy  of  brockbub-lg 

i"«gaii  in  DuDifrin-ibtro 

^^'illuim  MacnHirrui  In  Kilblii 
John  Kirri  In  Diimfiita      . 
John -CliliJirisl  there 
John  I  ..|.l.,.Hllb.'re 
Jnhn  t   ... 


.--I.tc 


.  Blrk.        . 

Adam  Elint  nf  Efi:el 
WilUani  Eliot,  railed  of  L'utlu 
Gavin  Kllotof  Watcmlde 
.liihn  Bellof  Crowillknow 

Miumy  of  Murrvyilat 
TboDias  GluiitsUmo 


TheSherlffdepule 
John 'I'oi-nlnillnf  Know 
rtobnt  Flennil  of  Cheateni 
The  l.alrd  of  LaneboosB 
llobrrl  Princle  of  Klieelon 
'Wlllkni  Kerrof  Swtnaide 
Mr.  Cilhert  Eliot  of  CraiK<n 
Andrew  liell  of  Mow 

Robert  HandvBide,  metcbunt  in 

Srot  of  CLulirll 

WtniRm  Scotof  Hualeyfail 
Sir  Walter  Riddel  of  thnt  Ilk 
William  KerofNewiown 
Sir  Gliieon  Scot  of  HnrbBlrr 

Srotcif  GnndlUnda 
Robert  Scot  of  Bnndhaugh 
Gideon  Wauchop,  brother  t«  fl» 
Kcibirt  Ket  of  >l't&4l\Bmw«A 


i^sno 

1,800 

6,«n 


laVfAWC  %.|VN. 
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16tf2.   ^^'-    They  were  indeed  uplifted, 
and  orach  more,  aa  shall  be  observed 
in  its  own  room,  by  military  force ;  but  the 
money  came  to  other  hands. 


John  Ker  of  Chester 
Thomas  Ker»  portioncr  of  Home 
Sir  Thomas  Ker  of  Carers 
Ptitrick  Scot  of  lliirlestone 
Samuel  Morison  of  Maswndieu 
Sir  Archibald  Douglas  of  Cavers 

riFESHIRK. 

George  Gaims  in  Bumtlaland 
Lord  Kurleigh         .         .          L.134S3 
.— —  Weems  of  Belfarge 
Sir  Thomas  Nairn  of  Samford 
Thomas  Oliphant  of  Kirkbam 
John  Mon«nrief  of  Crosse) 
John  Brown  of  Burntisland 
Thomas  Glover,  late  collector  in  Fife 
Colonel  Brvmer          .... 
—  Mai*gill  of  Rankellor 
The  Uird  of  Avton  In  Fife 
Robert  Bailie,  late  chamberlain  in  Falk- 
land          

Robert  Whyte  in  Kirkaldy 

■  ■  ■'     Weems  of  Feuzies 

i         Hamilton  of  Oranfj^muir 
John  Lindsay,  in  Anstruther 
Thomas  Mitchel  of  Kondan 
Laird  of  Leuchart       .... 
William  Hamilton  of  Anstmther 
John  White  in  Bunitlsland 
Robert  Andrew,  late  collector  in  Perth- 
shire          

Mr.  Robert  Pittulloch 

Mr.  Rdbert  Prestim  of  Preston 

Robert  Dempster  in  Balbongle         '  . 

DUllBARTONSHIRK. 

Colin  Campbell  of  Ardentenny 
Patrick  Ewiiig  in  Dumbarton 

■  Brown  of  Bandeugh 

I  .VIRNESS,  ROSS,  AND  CROMARTT. 

— •  Monro  of  Fowl  is 
Ross  of  Innercharran 
John  Forbes  of  (.iilloden     . 
Andrew  M^CuUoch,  burgess  of  Tain 
Laird  of  Strue 

■  Bellednim 

Donald  Fowler  of  Allen     . 
MaLiom  Ri»s8  of  Kindies     . 
Gilbert  Robston  in  Inverness     . 
Htigh  Monro,  collector  there 
David  Ross  of  Pitcannay 
Hector  Doughis  of  Mildai^         . 

■  Monro  of  Culcairn 
Malcom  Tosh  of  Kylachie 
Thomas  Chevis  of  Muirloun 
Alexander  Dunbar,  buivess  of  Inverness 
James  Fowler,  bur^j^ess  there 

Oeoree  Lesley,  clerk  of  Inverness 
Mr.  William  Floss  of  Sandwifk 
Duncan  Forbes,  merchant  there 
Walter  Innes  of  Innerbrachy 
Macpherson,  tutor  of  Clunie 
3Iacpherson,  tutor  of  Inverness  • 

Cumnilu^  of  Kinhardis       • 
JV/ac/ntosh  of  Connafre 
Mackemie  of  KiUeaori^     • 


L.S60 
360 
6,000 
8,000 
1,800 
8,600 


600 

St.  Sd, 

1,000 

1,R00 

1,£00 

12,00 

600 

600 

i,eoo 

8,000 
2,400 

1,200 
1,200 

600 
1,200 

240 
1,200 
1,200 

360 
1,200 


[BOOE 

Many  obaemttioiia  were  nndeupoat 
act  of  fines  at  this  time :  that  some  nan 
in  it  were  in  their  graye^  some  apoa  ' 
nurse's  breast,  some,  never  had  a 


William  Duff,  collector  of  the  ezdse  of 
Inverness L.1, 


younger 


ELGIN  AMD  MAIAV. 

Sir  Lodowick  Gordon  of  that  ilk 
Alexander  Brodie  of  that  ilk 
Patrick  Campbell  of  Buth 
— ^  Brodie  of  J^them 
— ^—  Brodie  of  Le'hem  yoonger 
— ^  Hay,  tQtor  of  Knockudie 
Hugh  Hay,  tutor  of  Pkrk 
Francis  Broddies  elder  and 

Belnoat 
Laird  of  Grant 

Campbell  of  Calder     . 

Colonel  Innes  of  Bog 

Mr.  John  Campbell  of  Mey 

Patrick  Nairn  of  Alchrose 

Park  Hay,  in  the  North 

John  Innes  of  Culraick 

Robert  8tuart  of  Letherin 

Alexander  Anderson  of  Garmoch 

John  TuUoch  in  Nairn 

John  Falconer  of  Tnlloch 

Alexander  Dunbar,  commissar  of  Mamy  1, 

David  Brodie  of  Pitgaim  .         .        j 


% 

4i 

6, 

I, 


9, 
Hi 

I. 
t 

X 

1. 


sHEairrooM  of  atr. 

Mr.  Robert  Barclay,  burgess  of  Irvine 
Laird  of  Cunninghamhesd 

2,400    Fullarton  of  Corsbie 

1,800    Sir  HuKh  Campbell  of  Cesnoi'k 

1,200    The  laird  of  Rowallan 

1,800     The  laird  of  Crawfordlane 
-^—  Hunter  of  Hunterston 
John  Reid,  late  provost  of  Irvine 

1,200  I  James  Campbell  of  Newmills 
600  I  John  Shaw  of  Sombeg 

1,200    John  Haldane  of  Entrekin 

Alexander  Crawford  of  Skeldoun 
^V{lliam  Hamilton  of  Garrive 

8,600  <  John  Fergushil,  batlie  of  Ayr 

1,200    The  laird  of  Pinkel  elder    . 

1,200    The  laird  of  Pinkel  younger 

1,200    ■■        Gruntishaw 

1,200    The  laird  of  Kirkraichael 
600  • Eccles  of  Kildonnnn 

2,400  ;  — —  Kennedy  of  Dannare 
600     Gilbert  Rickart  of  Barskiming 

2,400     Robert  Kelso  of  Kelsoland 

1,200    Thomas  Blair,  merchant  in  Ayr 
720    Kennedy  of  KIrkhiU 

8,100    Caldwell  of  that  ilk     . 

Sm    Mr.  Cuthbert  Cunningham 
860    Patrick  Crawford  of  Cumnock 

1,800 ! Whytford  of  Balloch 

8,600  '  Allan  Dunlop,  provost  of  Irvine 
600  I  Charles  Hall  in  Newmills 

GOO    Crawford  of  Smiddieshaw 

6fX) '  ^—  Reid  younger  of  Ballocbmyle 

1,800    Bovd'of  PTtton 

2,400    Campbell  of  Shaw 

600    Kennedy  of  BcUimuIr 

600    Milliam  Pedin  In  Ayr 

860    James  Wallace  of  Drummalloch 

V^i^    0«jT^«t  Cx^Y»W4  «v  Broch 


1, 
4 

f 
8 
4 
I 


I 

1 

1 
I 
I 


I* 

% 

4 
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wcBB  in  the  act  who  were  subfisted 
e  week! J  collectioni  for  the  poor  of 
ish  where  thej  lived;  end  a  good 
ere  put  in,  aa  much  from  little  private 


Nbbet  in  little  C«Mck 

LJKO 

idofDandilling     . 

600 

tchel  of  Dttlgen       •        •        • 

600 

ibet  of  Grddholm           •        • 

600 

'Culloch,  in  Uim    . 

mo 

■Hutchison,  tlicre 

mo 

Drochallan      .        •        •        • 

seo 

Dalreoch          .        .        •        • 

600 

owQ  of  Wahprood    •                • 

800 

mpbell  of  HareelfUf h      • 

460 

mpbell  of  GUanock  elder 

460 

rdofAliltou            .        •        • 

600 

S60 

own  of  Gordons      .        .        • 

600 

mpbeli  of  middle  Waiwood     . 
Wallace  of  CarnUU 

800 

1,800 

U  of  Sliaw       .... 

1,000 

nnedy  of  Bellimuir         • 

460 

3ordon,  chamberlain  to  the  earl 

sils 

800 

600 

ler  Kennedy  of  MynfWIe       . 
nned  V  of  Knockdoon 
ennray  his  brother 

860 

600 

800 

irniBson  of  Millander              • 
Feripiason  of  Finafe 

1,000 

600 

^eiYuason  of  Mains 
r  K<M8  of  IVavier    . 

600 

600 

lonter  in  Carbton          •        • 

600 

•nnedy  of  Glenmuir         •        • 

600 

Vright  in  Dalmelington 

200 

law  in  Bellocfa        .        .        • 

860 

Wallace  in  Holmston      •        • 

800 

Cennedy  of  Barchlanachan     « 

800 

1  Kennedy  of  Granff     •        • 

800 

law  of  Nuninsboun        •       • 

600 

'acanirry         •       •       •       • 
aw  of  Keir      .... 

600 

800 

bert  AuldofHiU   . 

1,S00 

Knockdall       .        •        •        • 

1,S00 

Loudon                    •        •        • 

1,S00 

BUTISHI&K. 

Macneil  of  Kilmoria 

860 

leneil  of  Kilmorie            • 

860 

Spenoe  of  Wester  Karnes 

1,900 

kewart  of  KUwhinleck  . 

800 

▲BKEDnvsuiax. 

rdofEcht 

0,600 

of  Forbes        .... 

8^600 

1  Forbes  of  Corsendey     . 

1»800 

rbes  of  Knockanharry    • 
rbuthnot  of  Caimgali      . 

800 
IfiOO 

1  Forbes  of  Anchortes 

600 

Forbes  of  Innemochty 

1,000 

Skene  of  Dyte 

S,400 

n  Baird,  advocate 

2,400 

Cochran,  in  Aberdeen    . 

8,600 

ler  Harper  there 

600 

Rzander  Burnet  in  Craigniel 

2,400 

»rbes  of  Culqoharry 

600 

Ker  of  Meny          .        .        • 

3,600 

ryrie  in  Strathbogie 

600 

ines  of  Cnlrain 

1,200 

Paton 

600 

nftter,  in  AbsnieMi 

600 

979 

pique*  as  for  any  actifity  Id  die  late   |^^ 
timea.    Generallj  Bpeaking,  theae 
foiea  were  inflicted  upon  anch  wlioni  thcj 
reckoned  presl^yteriana*  and  sferae  from  the 


Charles  Din,  litoter  then 

Mr.  Robert  Bomet  of  Alberedga 

—  Forties  of  Baslayd       •  • 
*—  Forbes  of  Gaak           .        • 
David  Rickart  of  Auchnaeant 
George  Cruikahank  of  Barrikil 
Patrick  Muir,  bailie  of  Aberdeen 

—  Burnet  of  Adors  •        . 
WiUiaaa  AUardioe  In  Aberdeen 
Thomas  Cushny,  f lasswrifht  tbar^ 
Robert  Cniikshank  of  £hrick 
Andrew  Goodale       ...        • 
Mr.  Alexander  Farqnfaar  of  Tonley 
John  Roas»  merchant  in  Aberdeen 
Georee  Piper  there 

— — -  Tutor  of  Pitsliffo 
Alexander  Jeffiray  of  KingsweUs 
Mr.  W^ilUam  Moir,  late  principal  of  the 
earl  Marshal's  college,  in  Aberdeen 

XlKCAaDIMXSHUlK. 

Mr.  William  Beaton 

— *  of  HaUreen,  elder       •       • 

Andrew  Arbuthnot  of  Flddca    • 

CAITHllXSt-IRiaS. 

Robert  Innes  of  Thuniton         • 
Jamei  Shidair  of  Asaery 
William  Bailie 

SUTHIRLAHDSHIXX. 

Robert  Gray  of  Skibo 
Robert  Murray  of  Palroes  • 

Patrick  Dunbar  of  Siddery 
Robert  Gray  of  Arbo 

—  Gray  of  Creigh 
John  Sutherland  in  Qyne 

LINLITHG0W5BIRX. 

— *  Sandilands,  tutor  of  Calder 
>-^-  Dundee  of  Duddiston 
M^jor  Whythead        .        . 
John  Gillen        .... 
John  Clexam  of  Cousland 
Robert  Cuthbertson  in  Linlithgow 
— -— >  Galloway  of  Todhaugh 
Patrick  Liston 
John  Mill  in  Queensferry 
John  Wardrop  in  Livingston 
Gavin  Marshal  in  Linlithgow    • 
— —  Muirhead  of  Lennox 
PMrick  Young  in  KUIiekanty 
George  Drummond  of  Kartenry 
Walter  Stuart  in  Linlithgow 
John   Crawford,  son  to  umqnhile  Wil- 
liam Crawford  in  Kinneil 

—  Bailie  of  Bothkenner 
John  Hill  in  Queensferry 
John  Robertson,  merdiant  there 
George  Logie  there 

PERTH. 

Lord  Cowpar     .... 
Lord  Ruthven 

Major-general  James  Holbum 
Archibald  Stiriing  of  Coldoc^    « 
James  Campbell  iA  CaSCbwV^dR 


1^600 
600 
1,800 
1,800 
9^600 
1,800 
1300 
1.800 
UOOO 
1,800 
1,000 
300 
1400 
1,900 
600 
6,000 
8,400 

S,400 


l.flno 

9.400 
1.800 


600 
6(0 

eco 


1,900 
1/KX> 
1,000 
4300 
2,400 
1,000 


1»200 

9,000 

600 

eoo 

1,900 
860 
600 
600 

aoo 

800 
600 
4,000 
1,900 
8,600 
1,900 

9,400 

1,900 

600 

MO 

600 


4,HfO 
4300 
1V600 
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1802    present  establishment  in  the  church;  :  after  part  <if  this  faiatorj.    I  am  told^that 

and  we  shall  meet  with  a  good  many  |  a  good  many  presbytenaa  ministers  were  at 

?  theni  sujffering  greater  hardships  in  the    first  named  in  the  list,  but  it  seems  upon  re- 


William  Htttton  of  Belnusk       .  1^600 

Robert  Stuart  of  Morioch                   .  (>.0<X) 

Blair  of  KlnfawiM      .  8,400 

Oliphant  of  Gsdc                .  6,0rx> 

Sir  David  Carmichaid  of  Kilnedie      .  2,400 

Major  John  Moncrief         .        .         .  1,200 

— —  Uny  Leys,  elder          .        .        .  tfOO 

John  CHiupbeil  of  Aberleflin  .  .  1,000 
Patrick  and  John  Campbelln,  equally  be- 

tw'ixt  them 1,000 

Mr.  Henry  Stuart,  brother  to  Sir  Thomas 

Stuart  of  GraDtullv        .        .  600 

Hugh  Craif  of  Dumberny          .        .  1,000 

Alexander  Robertson  of  Donmie        .  600 

Alexander  Robertson  of  Eonter  Stralloch  1,0(X) 

Sir  Thomas  Stuart  of  GrantuIIy        .  18,000 

Colonel  Menzies          ....  1,800 

James  Campbell  of  Glen  whigh  of  Tollerie  1 ,200 

Campbell  of  Markaster       .        .  1,200 

James  StirUng  in  thi  MiU  of  Keir     .  900 

Mackallan  of  Kilmadock  SOO 

William  Oliphant  of  Forgan      .        .  1,200 

The  Baron  Schell       ....  f>00 

Mr.  William  Blackburn  iu  Middleton  1,200 
Henry  Chrystie,  ohauiberlain  to  the  laird 

of  olenorchie           ....  1,200 

James  Crichton  in  Cowpergrange       .  1,200 

Andrew  Sutor  in  Newtyle         .        .  1,2(10 

Mr.  Robert  Macgill  of  Feiizies           .  1,200 

John  M'Callum  of  Forther        .        .  1,800 

Mr.  George  Blair  of .        .  2,400 

William  Main  of  Pollockmill      .        .  Ip200 

FORFAK. 

The  laird  of  £dzel      ....  S,000 

— —  of  Balzordie  ....  600 
'ilie    laird    of    Findowrie,    elder    and 

younger,  equally  betwixt  them  2,400 

—-.  Ogilvi«  of  Balfour      .        .        .  2,400 

Guthrie  of  Pitforthie          .         .  600 

—  Rait  of  Cunningsyth          .        .  600 

James  Mill  in  Mendose               .        .  S60 

John  Hunter  in  Glamis              .        .  600 

BAMFF. 

James  Hay  in  Mildavid     .        .        .  1,000 

William  Innes  of  KlUermenie    .        «  360 

Park  Gordon,  elder    ....  3,600 

Park  Gordon,  younger       .        .  1,200 

John  Lyon  of  Muiresk       .        .        .  3,600 

John  Innes  of  Knockorth           .        .  300 

RENFREW. 

Sir  George  Maxwell  of  Nether  Pollock  4,000 
Mr.  James  Montgmnerie  of  Wetlands  360 
•—  of  Walkinshaw,  younger  .  .  360 
John  Kelso,  bailie  in  Paisley  .  .  500 
John  SpreiU,  bailie  there  .  .  dOO 
John  Parle,  bailie  there  .  .  .  460 
Mr.  Hugh  Forbes,  sheriff-clerk  of  Ren- 
frew           1,000 

Gabriel  Thomson  in  Corshill     .        .  300 

RoWrt  Pollock  of  Milburu         .        .  30(» 

John  Govan  in  IVTain          .         .        .  :3<X) 

John  Fawns,  portioner  in  Neilstounside  360 

John  Norris,  elder  and  younger,  equally 

betwixt  th**m          ....  Si\0 

John  Sewple  of  Balgreen            .  C\^^ 

Joiiii  Orr  of  Jvtfi'uyiiUKk            .        -  tivw 


John  Adam  in  Bonnyfield 
— —  Barber  of  RushMfield 
Robert  Lew  of  Bavsn 

Caldwell  of  Risk 

— —  Caldwell,  portioner  ol  Beltrces 

Barber  of  Risk  • 

John  How  in  Damtoan 
James  Orr  in  Longynrd     . 
John  Fulton  of  Spreiilatoo 
—  Fulton  of  Boydston 
Nicol  Craig  iu  Eaatmayes 
James  Campbell  of  Rlvoo 
John  Roger  of  Park 
Andrew  Gaw  of  Brink 
IMatthew  Harvison  iu  Tit  wood 
Robert  Rankin  of  Broadloes 
George  Craig  of  Broms 
John  Rankin  of  Newton    . 
John  Spreul  in  Renfrew 
— -  Pollock  of  llender 
George  Pollock  of  Falsi  de 
Jauies  — —  of  Cartbridge 
Andrew  Gilmour  iu  Newton 
John  Rankin  of  Mallasheugh 
John  Smith  there 


L.9)0 
300 
800 
300 
300 
300 
300 

aoo 

6U0 

m 

900 
Sr« 
SCO 
SO) 

sou 

300 
SOO 

&x> 

400 
200 

4eo 

200 
SOO 
SOO 
SCO 


STIRLING  A>'D  CLACKMAKNAIf  SHIRES. 

Sir  Charles  Erskiue  of  Alva 

Sir  William  Bruce  of  Stenhouse 
-     of  Leckie  .... 

Captain  William  Monteith,  son  to 
umquhile  James  Monteith 

Sir  Thomas  Nicholson  of  Carnock 

William  and  David  Tennents  in  Shuuai- 
ma-muir,  equally  betwixt  them 

Robert  and  John  Foresters  e<]ually  be- 
twixt them  .... 

Thom&s  Fleming  there 

William  Young  there 

David  and  Patrick  Youngs,  thei'e,  equally 
betwixt  them  -         .         .        . 

Robert  Arthur  in  Balcnstle 

Alexander  Waddel  there 

Alexander  Arthur  there 

John  Gibson  there 

John  Boyd         ..... 

John  Boyd  in  Lerghous 

Allan  Taylor  in  Middlerigg 

James  Boyd  in  Balmitchel 

John  Cardwirhothgus 

William  Tender  ot  Bum 

James  Mochrie  of  Strandrigg 

William  Row  in  Bendath 

— ^  of  Milhaugh        .        .         .        « 

James  Guidlet  of  Abbotheugh     . 

Archibald  Row  of  Innerallen     . 

William  Marshall,  portioner  of  Bogston 

Allan  Bog,  portioner  there 

William  Dick  of  Bankhead         .        « 

Thomas  Robertson,  portioner  there    . 

David  Robertson,  portioner  there 

Patrick  £adie,  portioner  of  Bogow    . 

John  Ilastie,  portioner  there 

James  Shaw  of  Dochquhan 

James  Binning  of  Bridge-end     .         . 

James  Black  of  Hillenu      . 

James  Eadie  of  Ballinbrlech 

3vAuv  R(ll»«>rt^(»n,  portioner  of  Blackston 

;  W:xvvi\<\ov  \rv^\\\y(A^^'i^ff\,\Auer  there 


6jm 

600 
1.200 

efioD 

3«) 

.*:no 

SOO 

240 
240 
240 
S40 
240 
240 
240 
210 
240 
240 
iMO 
240 
240 
240 

600 
240 
240 
240 
240 
240 
240 
240 
240 
2W 
240 
240 
'1  \i) 


OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND. 


n  the  most  part  of  the  maiuigera 
slves  were  ashamed  of  this:  and 
:  it  would  have  looked  odd  euough^ 


Brjw,  portiooer  of  Belbrk 

ck     .     L.840 

wld  Bryce,  portloner  there 

t        .          240 

Marshal,  p<»rtioner  of  Kit 

lower          840 

ylen  of  Candiend 

S40 

'alder  of  Hill     . 

840 

Dick  of  MiUersplaee 

840 

Arthur  of  Quarter    . 

840 

Irown,  portioner  in  Woods 

lide  .          840 

*aylor,  portioner  there 

840 

kVardlaw  of  IlUngriehill  . 

840 

k  Calder  of  Campitton 

840 

Eiiggen  of  Bowes 

840 

la|s  portioner  of  Crowneri 

Gray,  portitmer  of  Gilmu 

nder  >Iarshal  of  Mastentto 

land             840 

die   .           840 

n       .          840 

w  Baird,  late  bailie  of  Slii 

rUng            600 

t  Robt^rtMon,  there 

600 

t  Gib,  merchant  there       . 

860 

IS  Scotland  of  Dallurbyge 

860 

'jGotland,  there 

S60 

fider  Fergiuson,  there 

600 

Stirling  of  Iladirnoch 

1,800 

Boyd  of  Balmitchel 

600 

U>llock  of  Bannockburn 

600 

lonteith  of  Insholm,  younj 

ger    .          600 

Bruce  in  Alva 

S60 

Forest  of  Bankhead 

480 

AS  Buchanan  of  Boqahan 

860 

t  Forest  of  Quecnshaugh 

860 

t  Forest  of  liushiehill 

600 

Lobert  Bruce  of  Keunet 

1,800 

\Iitchel  in  Larber     . 

860 

Guidbet  of  Lan^lewin 

480 

Callendarin  Falkirk 

800 

^Campbell  there 

800 

Simpson  there 

840 

Rdet  in  Dalwhatston 

800 

Tennent  in  Dykehead 

840 

Auld  there 

810 

Wauch  there 

240 

Shaw  in  Greenhill 

840 

Easton  there 

840 

Mouiighill  in  Lennox 

840 

Lightbody  there 

840 

Pender  in  Liniemill 

840 

AiisHel  in  Cowholm 

840 

m  Tennent  in  Burnhead 

840 

as  J-leming  in  RushiehiU 

840 

e  Neil  there 

^40 

as  Kussel  in  Middleridge 

600 

Rnssel  in  Balcastle 

800 

as  Taylor  In  Newhouse 

800 

iV  Clerkiston     . 

800 

Weston  in  Craigend 

nOO 

nder  Crawford  in  Mannel 

Lingle           iA)0 

Granton  in  Morwinside 

240 

Andrew  there 

840 

as  Baird  in  Balinbreich,  Wmiam 
ck,  John,  Robert,  and  James  East- 
William  Andrew,  Patrick  Baird, 
William  Baird,  each  of  them  L.15 
'ling,  inde  is  ...         1,860 

nder  Mill  of  Skene  .        .         1,000 

im  Row  in  Bawheich         .        .  600 

Roll(»ck  ...        6,000 

MB  IVIitchcl  of  Cowdon  600 

WlOTOKAiriRE. 

el  WillijRn  Stuart      ...  600 


«77 

to  lery  fines  from  audi  aa  thaj  were    ig^o 
turniDg  out  of  their  houaea  and 
livings  aa  fiiat  aa  might  be.    But  enongh  of 


Sir  Andrew  Agnew,  ■beriff  of  Gallowaf  L.660 

— —  Gordon  of  Grango      •        .        .  1,800 

—  M*Culloch,  yonnger  of  Ardwall  1,800 
John  Cathcart  of  Gennock  .  .  8,000 
Francis  Hay  of  Hareholm  •  .  1,000 
Patrick  Agnew  of  Sewcbau  .  .  1,800 
Patrick  Agnew  of  Whig  .  .  .  8,000 
GUbert  Neilson  of  Catchcathie  .  1,800 
Patrick  M'Ghie  of  Lu^e  .  .  860 
William    M'Kieffock,  collector  of  Wig- 

tonshire 8^600 

George  Campbell,  captahi-UenteQant  to 

Sir  Robert  Adair    ....  600 

Alexander  Kennedy  of  Gillespie         .  480 

James  Johnston  in  Strawrawnard      .  600 

John  Bailie  of  Litledoneraclet             .  860 

Alexander  Bailie  of  Meikleton            •  S60 

M< Donald  of  Cracfaen        .        .  860 

John  M'Dougid  of  Creeaein        .        •  6C0 

Alexander  Agnew  of  Crach        .     •   .  COO 

Martin  M*Ghie  of  Peimingham         .  600 

William  M<Kuffbck            .        .        .  8,600 

^—  Stuart,  bailie  of  Wigton      .        .  860 

— —  Cantrair,  late  praroat  of  Wigton  1,800 

William  M<Ghie  of  Magdallea           .  .  860 

—  Ramsay  of  Bogbouse  •  •  400 
John  M*CuUoch  in  Glea  .  .  400 
Patrick  Agnew  ot  CaUnoth  .  1,000 
Thomas  Bi»>'d  ot  Khrkland  .  .  860 
Alexander  Martin  in  StramaTart  .  600 
Patrick  Kennedy  tbero  .  .  .  860 
John  Machans,  tanner  there  .  .  £00 
Gilbert  Adair  there  ....  860 
David  Dunbar  o^  Calden  .  .  .  4300 
John  Gordon  merchant  in  Stranrawart  840 
John  M'Dougal  there  .  .  .  840 
William  M'Culling  ther«  .  840 
John  Adair  of  LitUegennock  •  •  600 
Alexander  Crawford  tutor  of  Herymen  800 
William  Gordon  of  Bamfallie  .  .  860 
John  Hannah  in  Granane  .  .  480 
William  M<Dougal  in  Kih*M     .        .  1,000 

—  Irissel,  burgesa  of  Wigton  .  860 
Adam  M'Kie,  late  provost  of  Wigton  1,000 

—  Stuart  of  Fintllloch  .  .  1,000 
James  Mackitrick  in  KMtmaiden  860 
Michael  Malrae  in  Stonykirk  .  600 
James  Macnauf^ht  in  Portpatrick  .  860 
Nevin  Agnew  m  Clod-houae  .  .  840 
— ^  Affnew  in  Kilconquhar  .  840 
John  Macmaister  in  Kirkcum  .  860 
John  Macguieston  in  the  Inch  .  860 
Andrew  Agnew  of  Park  .  .  860 
Patrick  Hannah  in. Gask  860 
•— —  Maekinlenie  in  Darmenew  800 
Gilbert  Macricker  in  Knockedbay  860 
John  Macilvain  in  Mllboch        .        .  860 

Mackinnen  of  Glenhill        .        .  860 

— -  Mackinnen  of  Glenbitten  .  .  860 
— —  Kennedy  of  Barthangan  840 
Edward  I^wrie  in  Derward  .  .  840 
Mr.  William  Cleland  in  Sheland  .  840 
Thomas  Macmoran  there  860 
John  Paterson  there  .  860 
Mackinnen  in  Polpindoir            .  840 

KIKKCUltBRIOHTSllIEt. 


Major  Mnculloch  of  Balhome 
Robert  Kirk  of  KVMwm     . 


«78 

i^oA    the  indemnity:  it  was  no  wonder 

It  was  so  slow  a  coming,  when  it 

had  so   many   clogs  hanging   upon  it.     I 


THE  HIST0R7  OF  THE  SUFFERINGS 


Robert  Howison,  snbcollector  . 
Alexander  Gordon  of  Knockgray,  elder 

aod  younger  « 

William  Whitehead  of  Mibhouaa 
John  Corcadi  of  Sen  wick 
David  Arnot  in  Bamkape] 
Mr.  William  Gordon  of  KarUton 
John  Gordon  of  Rusco  »         , 
John  Turner  in  Adwell  « 

—  Gordon  of  Traquair  .        « 
John  Fullarton  of  Oarletou      • 
John  Maeart  in  Blalkit    . 
John  Gordon  in  Waterside       • 
/        Gordon  of  Ballechston 

Jamep  Logan  of  HiUs 
— »-  Lo^w  of  Bi^ie 
Patrick  JB wing  of  Anchescioch 
John  Maxwellof  Milton 
— »-  of  Deudeoch 
WiUiam  Gordon  of  Midton 
RiAert  Stuart  of  Mungohill 
Archibald  Stuart  of  Killyreuse 
John  Thomson  of  Hnrriedholm 
John  Brown  of  Muirheadston 

—  Brown  of  Lochlll 
Alexander  Gordon  of  Culwening 
John  Lindsay  of  Fadpirth 
John  Aitken  of  Auehinlaw 
WlUiam  Gordon  of  Chirmera 
James  Ciialmers  of  Waterside 
— —  Heron  of  Kerrochiltree 
William  Gordon  of  Robertwn 
William  Corsan,  there 
•John  Logan  in  Edrick 
William  Glendonlng  of  Curroch 
William  M«CiiUoch  of  Ardnail 
Robert  M'l^llan  of  Bargatan 
Alexander  Mackie,  merchant  in  Kirkcud- 
bright       

Alexander  M*Lellan,  merchant  there 
Alexander  M*Lellan,  maltman  there 
William  Telfer,  in  Dunroe 
*— -  Gibson  of  Brocklelo  . 
John  Stuart,  of  Shambellie 
David  Gordon  of  Gleiiladie 
Alexander  Gordon  of  Auchincaim 
Laird  Mertine  .... 
William  Gordon  of  Meniboe 
John  W'llson  of  Cormck 
Robert  M'Cullooh  of  Anchillarie 
Cornet  Alexander  M*Ghie  of  Balgown 
Ednrard  Cairns  of  Tore 

—  Corban  in  Dundrenan 
James  Lo^an  of  Boge  . 
John  iM'Mirhnn  of  Airds    , 
John  McMillan  of  Bracklorh 
John  Can  nor  of  Murdoch  wood  . 
Robert  Gordon  of  Grange 
John  Grier«on,  there 
Robert  Gibson  in  the  parish  of  Kdls 
Edward  (cordon  of  Bannart 
Alexander  Cairns  of  Dulliparinh 
James  Glendonnini^of  Mochrum 
James  Neilson  of  llrvie 
— —  Grierson,  son  of  Bargatan  . 
<— —  Martin  in  Dullard 
Will  mm  (jlendonning  of  Logan 

Robert  Gn,  there 
Jamta  Wilsou  in  CrcirbrjuM 
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180 
SGO 

1,200 
960 
3,600 
S,400 
S60 
S,400 
1,000 
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000 

soo 

1,000 
480 

1,000 
800 
600 
840 

1,000 

1,000 
240 
860 
SOO 
600 
600 
360 
600 
600 
600 
860 
240 
240 
860 
600 
860 

200 
200 
280 
300 
860 
600 
6<K) 
200 
240 
280 
600 
240 
480 
240 
200 
600 
860 
360 
360 
2.4<)0 
600 
360 
480 
480 
480 
560 
600 
860 
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remember  Sir  George  Biackenrie»  in  his 
*  Vindication,**  affirms,  "'that  more  indem- 
nities were  granted  by  this  king  than  l^y  anj 


Coon- 

L.860 
860 
240 


Alexander  LiTingatooa   of 

tinspie 

Robert  Coraan  in  Nether-rerick 
James  *—  of  Parberest    •        • 
Patrick  Coraan  of  Cudoe  .  600 

John  Harris  of  Logan       .        .  360 

Telfer  of  Haredeuffh        •        1,800 

James  Thomson  of  Inglwtoan  1,000 

Robert  M'Lellan  of  Balnacoun  840 

Captain  Robert  Gordon  of  Baiharr*    840 

Gordon  of  Gedgill     .        .  800 

—  Bugbie  in  Comrie     .        .  840 

Edward  Clanchane  in  Caaaelxowere  840 
John  M'Gill  in  Gall         .        .  240 

John  Cannan  in  Guffartlaid  840 

John   Hamilton    in  the    Muir  of 

Kirkpatrick  ...  240 

Thomas  Neilson  of  Knockwhawock  240 
William  Gordon  of  Mackartnie  240 

James  Gordon  of  Killneluarie  240 

John  Wekh  of  Skair         .        .  240 

James  Smith  of  Dmmlaw  240 

Robert  Greill  in  Kinharvie      .  240 

William  Maxwell  in  Norther-rait       600 

George  Campbell,  tutor  of  Caddel  5,000 
Donald  Campbell  of  SIcamadel  600 

Alexander  Campbell  of  AochinTenim  400 
Mr.  Donald  Campbell  of  Auchaird  500 
Alexander  Campbell  of  Glenverie  200 
Malfiom  M*Compter  of  Letten  500 

James  Campbell  •        •         1,000 

Donald  M'AUaster,  alias  Campbell  8,000 
John  Campbell  his  tton  .  .  1^500 
John  Campbell  of  Kirkton        .  £00 

Archibald  Campbell  brother  to  Dun- 

stafing  .  200 

Donald  Campbell  his  brother    •  400 

Campbell  of  Ardorane       .        .  SOO 

John  Campbell  of  Largs  .  600 

— —  Campbell  of  Breghumore  800 

— —  Campbell  of  Breghubeg    .  200 

John  Campbell  of  Au(:hinrach  600 

Hetttor  JNl '  Lean  of  Torloisk  4^000 

Neil  oy  M*Neil  of  Drumnammic* 

kloch 1,000 

Duncan  M'Arther  of  Drumack  500 

Duncan  M*Arthur  of  Inchstrenick  1,000 
James  Campbell,  brother  to  the  tu- 
tor of  Calder  ...  400 
Colin  Campbell,  brother  to  Dun- 

stuffnafe         ....  400 

Donald  Campl>ell  of  Sonnachan  800 

Alexander    Campbell,     captain  of 

Craigneish  ....  4^000 
Donald  Campbell  of  Barbraick  8,666 
Luird  of  Duntroon  .        2>666 

John  Campbell  of  Kilmurtin  800 

Neil  M«Kellar  of  I^ter  .  300 

John  Campbell  of  Strondour  600 

Malcom  M^Kellar  of  Deal        .  400 

The  Captoin  of  Skipnish  .         1,500 

Archibald  Campbell  of  Glencaridala 8,666 
Duncan  Campbell,  bailie  of  Kiltyre  SOO 
John  M*Neil  of  Ross        .        .  800 

Neil  M'Neil,  tutor  of       .        .  800 

\  \  Anc\\\axi  M<  Nell  of  Ferargoea  880 
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who  e?er  reigned.*'  And  indeed  had  thev  for  keeping  the  nnniversary  of  the  tf^^^ 
come  Beuonably  and  freely  from  hiin»  they  29th  of  May,  the  month  and  day 
vould  probably  have  endoffed  him  to  the  which  they  had  devised  of  their  own  heart 
subjects ;  but  to  grant  an  indemnity  ailer  for  a  feast  unto  the  people.  Unto  it  the 
the  nation  had  been  overawed  into  so  many  '  parliament  saw  good  to  add  a  certification  of 
Jl  things  by  the  delay  of  it ;  to  grant  it  so  ;  the  deprivation  of  benefice,  upon  such  niinis- 
encunibered  with  fines  and  exceptions ;  in  a  ;  ters  as  did  not  keep  it.  Whereupon  a  good 
word,  to  grant  it  after  some  of  the  best  many  were,  without  citation,  or  being  heard, 
Uood  in  the  nation  was  spilt,  and  more  [  deprived  of  their  stipends  that  year,  though 
designed,  was,  I  must  needs  say,  bat  an  in-  they  had  served  the  cure ;  and  their  just 
difierent    compliment,  and  very  near  the   incomes  were  uplifted  by  a  common  coUec^ 


oommon  provert),  **  when  I  am  dead  make 
caudle.'*  Gratia  qwe  tarda  est,  ingrata  est 
gratia.  It  is  the  lovely  character  of  God 
Almighty,  that  he  b  ready  to  foi^ve,  and 
which  therefore  would  have  well  become  him 
who  was  called  his  vicegerent.    But  when  a 


tor,  and  disposed  of  otherwise. 

Tliis  session  of  parliament  continued  long, 
and  did  very  little,  save  what  we  have  heard 
in  favoivs  of  the  prelates.  In  June,  Sir 
George  Mackenzie  of  Tarbet,  was  sent  up 
to  the  king  by  the  commissioner,  with  some 


frvour  sticks  to  the  fingers  of  the  giver,  it  is  ,  things  to  be  advised  \iith  his  majesty.  He 
the  less  obliging.  As  for  the  number  of '  was  not  well  received,  but  firom  time  to  time 
indemnities  Sir  George  boasts  of,  I  believe  delayed ;  and  he  was  told  the  king's  other 
it  will,  I  am  sUre  it  ought  to  be  granted,  that .  weighty  affiurs  hindered  him  firom  minding 
they  were  much  fewer  than  ensnaring  and    those  matters.    But  Lauderdale  was  averse 


oppressive  laws,  which  made  people  stand 
in  need  of  them. 


to  several  things  proposed  by  Middleton, 
and  the  differences  betwixt  them  were  dnmk- 


Those  worthy  persons,  without  any  citation, 
libel,  or  reason  given  them,  are  discharged 
from  the  ministry,  and  ordained  to  remove 
themselves  and  families  Qut  of  the  city,  some 
time  in  September.  In  the  same  place  I 
find  the  title  of  a  proclamation  of  parliament 


Those  are  the  printed  acts  that  chiefly  |  ing  now  to  some  head,  and  this  was  the  true 
relate  to  the  subject  of  this  history,  during  spring  of  this  delay.  They  had  my  lord 
this  second  sesaoq  of  parliament.  Among  |  Lorn's  affair  before  them,  and  several  west 
the  unprinted  acts  I  find  one  concerning  the  ■  country  ministers  were  called  in  to  Edin- 
nnnisterB  of  Edinburgh,  of  which  I  may  bui^h  during  this  session  of  parliament,  the 
afterwards  take  notice,  when  I  come  to  the  .  accounts  whereof  may  tome  in  as  wdl  under 
sufferings  of  particular  persons  this  year,   the  succeeding  sections.    The  matter  of  the 

forming  the  list  of  persons  to  be  fined,  took 
them  up  likewise  for  a  considerable  time, 
and  it  was  the  9th  of  September,  before  they 
dismissed,  and  adjourned  till  Blay,  next  year. 
So  much  for  this  second  And  last  sesuon 
of  parliament,  held  by  the  earl  of  Middlbton, 
wherein  he  reckoned  he  had  merited  very 
much  at  his  master's  hands,  by  screwing  up 
the  prerogative,  and  establishing  the  bishops, 
to  support  it,  and  flatter  the  king.  And  yet 
after  he  had  made  a  circuit  throiigh  the  west 
and  south,  and  in  council  passed  many  ini- 
quitous acts  against  presbyterians,  when  he 
went  up  to  court,  his  reception  was  but 
indifferent,  and  his  rival  in  a  short  time 
prevailed  against  him ;  and  he  never  sat  in 
another  parliament,  and,  for  any  thing  I  know, 
never  saw  Scotland  apiin.*  I  come  now  to 
the  procedure  of  the  council. 


Etao  M'lvernock  of  Obb  L.500 

Donald  Campbell  of  Obb  1,200 

Alexander  Campbell,  late  commU- 

•ar  of  Argyle  600 

John  Campbol  of  Dana 
...-  Campbell  of  Knab 
Col'm  Campbell  of  Glentibbirt 
The  laird  of  Otter 
Dunoan  Campbell  of  £nlane 
Galia  Campbell  of  Arteiieivh 
Jabn  Campbell,  bailie  of  Glendn- 

foJa       .....  900 

^•hn  Ger-Campball  of  Glendenile  840 
Jabn  Maokermaiae  of  Ishanzelaw  400 
— .  Campbell  of  Gargathie     .  £00 

-..-.  Campbell  of  Lochzel  8,000 

v«kii  M' Arthur  of  Dullobken  400 


000 
8,000 

600 
8,000 
1,800 

800 
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0 
0 
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0 
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0 
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0 
0 
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Smmma  totalis,     ^1,017,858    6    8 


*  See  a  wanw«v\\\\<^"^M^«% 
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THE  HISTORY  OF 


SECT.  III. 


Of  the  acU  and  proceedings  of  the  council 
after  the  parliament  rote,  and  particularity 
of  the  act  at  Glasgow,  October  Ist,  this 
year  1662. 


1662. 


Having  thus  seen  the  procedure 
of  this  second  session  of  parliament* 
it  may  be  fit  to  take  a  view  of  the  acts  of 
council,  who  begin  where  they  left,  and  go 
on  vigorously  against  presbyterians,  espe- 
cially ministers;  and  we  shall  understand 
the  sufferings  of  particular  persons  the  more 
distinctly,  after  we  have  seen  the  train  of 
die  more  public  actings  this  year. 

Now  prelacy,  that  tree  of  sorrow  and 
death  in  Scotland,  is  planted,  the  fruits  it 
Dears  will  be  best  gathered  from  the  records 
of  the  council,  who  were  for  many  years  the 
bishops'  executioners,  and  spent  much  of 
their  time  to  serve  them  and  harass  the 
presbyterians.  There  we  shall  meet  with  a 
lai^e  harvest  of  "  imprisonments,  finings> 
confinings,  scourging,  tortures,  banishments' 
selling  as  slaves,  scattering  of  many  poor  but 
religious  families,  night  searchings,  heading, 
hanging."  Yet  just  as  Pharaoh's  policy  to 
extirpate  the  children  of  Israel  succeeded  of 
old,  so  now  it  did  in  its  copy;  the  more 
presbyterians  were  oppressed,  the  more  they 
multiplied. 

The  very  next  day  after  the  parliament 
rose,  the  council  begin  their  iniquitous  acts ; 
and  in  prosecution  of  what  they  left  at  Jan- 
uary last,  they  publish  their  act  anent  dio- 
cesan meetings,  September  10th,  which  I 
have  added  in  a  note.*     The  council  begin 

*  Act  of  council  anent  Diocesan  JNIeetingfl. 

At  Hoii/rood-house,  the  lOth  day  of 
Septtm1}er,  1G62. 

The  lordti  of  his  majesty's  privy  council,  hav- 
ing, in  pursuance  of  his  majesty's  royid  ]>Icasure 
And  commands,  by  the  proclamation,  dated  at 
£dinburgh,  the  9th  day  of  January  last  bypast, 
discharged  all  ecclesiastical  meetings  in  synods, 
pre&byteries,  and  church  sessions,  until  they  be 
Authorized  and  ordered  by  the  archbisliops  and 
bishops  in  their  respective  sees.  And  consider- 
ing, that  the  lords,  archbishops,  and  bishops, 
liave,  all  this  session  of  parliament,  been  engaged 
to  attend  the  service  thereof,  and  now  are  to 
tftpair  to  their  respective  sees,  for  exercising  of 
tb0  government,  and  ordering  the  affairs  of  the 


THE  SUFFERINGS  j^BOOK  I. 

with  remaridng,  that  the  bishops  and  arch- 
bishops had  been  taken  up  since  their  coni 
secration,  in  attending  the  service  of  the 
parliament,  and  thereby  kept  from  the  exer- 
cise of  the  government,  and  ordering  the 
a£^rs  of  the  church :  which  may  sufficiently 
convince  even  the  abettors  of  prelacy,  of  the 
unreasonableness  o^  the  civil  places  and 
powers  oi  churchmen,  and  how  much  thdr 
seats  in  parliament  abstract  them  from  what 
ought  to  be  their  proper  work.     Now  they 
are  to  go  to  their  respective  dioceses,  to 
exercise  the  authority  and  jurisdiction  estab- 
lished upon  them  by  the  laws  :  and  to  be  sure 
they  had  no  other  establishment ;  and  it  had 
=  been  dangerous,  for  what  I  can  obser>'e,  for 
I  them  to  claim  any  other  but  what  flowed  from 
,  the  regal  supremacy.     The  second  Tuesday 
'  of  October,  is  to  be  the  diet  for  the  dioceses 
;  of  St.  Andrews,  Glasgow,  Edinbiu^h,  Dun- 
keld,  Brechin,  and  Dumblane,  whereupon 
their  diocesan  assemblies  are  to  be  held ;  and 
the  third  Tuesday,  for  those  in  the  dioceses 
of    Galloway,     Aberdeen,    Murray,    Ross, 
Caithness,  Isles,  Argyle,  and  Orkney.    All 
parsons,  vicars,  and  ministers,  are  required  to 
I  be  present,  and  give  their  conciurence  m 
!  their  stations,  for  the  exercise  of  ministerial 
I  duties,  and  that  under  the  penalties  of  cou- 
■  temners  of  his  jnajesty's  authority :  and  all 
other  meetings  of  ministers  are  henceforth 
to  be  held  as  seditious.     This  proclamation 
put  it  out  of  the  power  of  presby terian  min- 
isters to  attend  those  meetings,  if  they  were 
not  resolved  to  quit  their  principles,  since 
all  their  power  is  derived  from  the  prelatet^, 
and  theirs  from  the  king.     Accordingly  they 
came  under  a  course  of  sore  sufferings. 
Those  diocesan  meetings  were  ven-  ill  kept 

tion  which  is  settled  and  established  upon  them 
by  the  laws ;  and  for  that  effect,  have  resolved 
to  hold  their  diocesan  assemblies  in  the  diocears 
of  St.  Andrews,  Glasgow,  Edinburgh,  Dun- 
keld,  Brechin,  and  Dumblane,  upon  the  second 
Tuesday  of  October  next,  and  to  hold  the  assem- 
blies in  the  dioceses  of  Galloway,  Aberdeen, 
MiuTay,  Hoss,  Caithness,  Isles,  Argyle,  and 
Orkney,  u}M>n  the  third  Tuesday  of  the  raid 
month.  Therefore,  the  lord  commissioner  hb 
grace,  and  the  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy 
council,  do  think  fit,  by  open  proclamation,  to 
make  publication  hereof  to  tul  persons  concerned, 
and  to  command  and  require,  that  all  parsons, 
vicars,  ministers  in  burgh  or  land,  within  thess 
res^ctive  dioceses,  do  repair  to  the  said  diocesan 


^unb,  according  to  that  authority  and  3Ux\«d\o\  m««X\ti^  xx^w  >\k^  ^<i))X«iaid  days^  and  in  tiuM 
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MTV  In  tlie  Mtth.  Bjmods  and  presby. 
terieB  werfc  now  diachsiged,  and  those  meet* 
ings  did  entMy  dq>end  on  the  bishop,  and 
attendance  upon  them  was  reckoned  a 
aubjection  to  prelacy.  In  the  diocese  of 
Glasgow,  consisting  of  the  pfesbyteries  of 
Ayr,  Irvine,  Paisley,  Dumbarton,  Gkisgow, 
I^milton,  and  Lanark,  the  largest  body  of 
ministers,  next  to  the  assembly,  in  this 
church,  together  with  the  shires  of  Nithsdale, 
Twr«ddale,  and  Teviotdale,  the  bishop  had 
only  twenty-seven  present  with  him. 

At  Edinburgh,  the  bishop  had  double  their 
nnmber  with  him,  and  great  pains  was  taken 
by  the  noblemen  and  courtiers,  to  get  minis- 
teni  to  be  present.  October  I4th,  the 
bishop  and  his  chapter  held  the  diocesan 
meeting,  which  consisted  of  fifty-eight  mem- 
bere  present.  To  put  honour  upon  this 
first  prdatical  synod,  the  king's  advocate, 
some  of  the  lord^  of  council  and  session, 
with  the  magistrates  of  Edinburgh,  were 
present.  The  bishop  opened  the  meeting 
with  B  sermon  fit>m  Phil.  iv.  5.  **  Let  your 
moderation  be  known  unto  all  men.**  Two 
out  of  every  presbytery  were  pitched  upon 
by  the  tnriiop,  as  a  committee,  which  was 
named  **  the  brethren  of  the  conference,*'  to 
prepare  business  for  the  synod.  They  pro- 
nosed,  and  the  synod  went  into  it,  that  there 
should  be  morning  and  evening  prayers 
in  the  church,  in  every  burgh,  and  every 
other  place  where  any  confluence  of  people 
could  be  had.  I  do  not  find  that  this  was 
continued  during  prelacy.  That  the  Lord's 
Prayer  should  be  repeated  by  cverjr  minis- 
ter once  at  every  sermon,  or  twice  as  he  saw 
good.  That  the  *•  Doxology,**  or  •*  Glory 
to  the  Father,"  being  a  song  composed  and 
sung  in  the  church,  when  Arians  and  other 
secta  demed  the  Ddty  of  our  Sa\^our,  should 
be  agiin  revived  and  sung,  this  being  a  time 
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mhbIi^  m  thay  abaO  be  required  to  give  their 
oanenmnoe  hi  their  stmtiiine>  for  the  exercise  of 
mlaieterUl  dntiai,  for  the  order  and  peace  of 
the  church  t  wUh  oertlflcation,  that  whoeoerer 
AmSi  ■reaoflM  not  to  give  their  presence  and 
dtlfm  BftwHiMm  upon  theaa  dioceean  aaaem- 
VUhi  and  shall  not  eooenr  la  other  church 
mcctiogSi  M  they  ahiil  be  appointed  and  autimr- 
iaad  hf  the  Tospeethra  arebbUiopa  and  bishops, 
aliaU  M  holdffi  as  ooatamnera  of  his  mi^ty'a 
uuharHj,  and  laoor  the  cenaorw  proriaed  in 
xiich  -aoea.    And  It  I9  htnby  always  provided, 


when  many  sectariea  deny  the 
Godhead  of  Christ.  That  the 
*«  Creed,"  or  ''Belief"  be  repeated  at  the 
administration  of  the  sacrament  of  baptSam^ 
by  the  father  of  the  child,  or  the  minister, 
at  his  discretion.  Probably  those  things  were 
concerted  beforehand  among  the  bishops, 
and  proposed  to  every  meeting,  and  agreed 
to.  It  had  been  good  for  them  and  this 
church,  if  they  had  rested  here. 

This  meeting  likewise  agreed,  that  all 
ministere  within  their  diocese,  who  had  not 
conformed  to  the  act  of  council  made  at 
Glasgow,  of  which  more  just  now,  shoula  be 
indulged  to  come  in  and  accept  of  collation 
from  the  bishop,  betwixt  and  the  25th  day 
of  November  next  to  come,  otherwise  the 
bishop  is  to  proceed  agiunst  them,  and  fill 
their  kiriu  with  other  ministen.  The  meet- 
ing continued  part  of  two  days,  and  were 
appointed  to  meet  after  Plasch  next.  The 
writer  of  the  papers,  fixmi  which  I  take  this, 
no  dislikcr  of  prelates,  observes,  **  That  all 
this  did  not  please  the  people,  who  much 
hated  the  bishops,  and  fevouied  the  doctrine 
of  their  own  ministers,  and  loathed  ^msco- 
pacy :  however,  some  ministers  in  the  dio- 
cese came  for  and  accepted  collation."  But 
to  return  to  the  proceedings  of  the  council. 

To  put  this  act  the  better  in  execution, 
and  put  the  more  honour  upon  the  prelates 
in  the  western  and  southern  shires,  where 
they  were  generally  disliked,  towards  the 
end  of  September,  the  commissioner  resolves 
upon  a  tour  through  that  part  of  the  coon- 
try,  where  he  expected  most  coldrifeness  to 
the  bishops,  and  makes  his  best  efforts  to 
bring  all  to  a  subjection  to  them.'  He  had 
a  full  quorum  of  the  council  with  him,  ready 
to  meet  as  occasion  offered,  not  only  for  the 
executing  of  what  the  parliament  had  enacted, 
but  even  to  go  beyond  them.    Accordingly, 


that  no  minister  or  ministers,  upon  whatsoever 
cause  or  pretence,  shall  presume  to  keep  any 
ecclesiastic  meetings,  who  shall  not  submit  to, 
and  own  the  ecclesiastic  government  by  arch- 
bishope  and  bishops :  with  certification,  that  all 
such  meetings  shall  be  bolden  henceforth  as 
sedltloua.  And  ordain  these  presents  to  be 
printed,  and  published  at  the  market-croasea  of 
the  head  burghs  of  the  shires,  that  none  pretend 
Ignorance. 

I  ^« 
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hb  grace  the  commisiioiier,  the 
chancellor,  the  earls  of  Blortor, 
Linlitfagowy  CalleDder,  and*  the  lord  New- 
burgh  captain  of  the  king's  lifeguards,  with 
the  clerk  to  the  council,  and  a  great  many 
attendants,  came  to  the  west  country  with 
much  solemnity,  macers,  trumpeters,  and 
kettle-drums.  They  came  to  Glasgow,  Sep- 
tember 86th,  and  were  regaled  and  royally 
treated  at  Hamilton,  Paisley,  Dumbarton, 
Rosedoe,  and  Mugdock,  and,  some  other 
places  about^  by  the  noblemen  and  burghs 
concerned. 

Many  remarks  upon  the  prodigality,  pro- 
fiuieness,  and  terrible  revelling  at  this  pro- 
gress, were  made  at  this  time.  8uch  who 
entertained  the  commissioner  best,  had 
their  dining-room,  their  drinkiiig-room,  thdr 
vomiting-room,  and  sleeping-rooms,  when 
the  company  had  lost  their  senses.  I  find 
it  regretted,  that  while  they  were  at  Ayr, 
the  devil's  health  was  drunk  at  the  cross 
there,  in  one  of  their  debauches,  about  the 
middle  of  the  night;  indeed  it  was  a  work 
of  darkness ;  but  I  leave  those  things  to  such 
as  shall  write  a  history  of  the  morals  of  this 
time,  which  will  be  black  enough,  and  un- 
grateful to  Christian  ears,  but  a  proof  that 
profaneness  and  prelacy  in  Scotland  go  hand 
in  hand. 

It  was  given  out,  that  Middleton  went 
west  to  press  the  declaration  imposed  by 
parliament  upon  the  presbyterians  in  that 
country.  Whether  the  kindness  and  good 
company  he  met  with  at  Glasgow,  and  the 
neighbourhood,  where  every  body  almost 
waited  on  him,  softened  his  spirit,  or  what 
was  the  reason  I  know  not,  but  I  do  not 
find  he  pressed  it. 

When  he  came  to  Glasgow,  the  commis- 
sioner was  entertained  with  a  very  heavy 
complaint  from  the  archbbhop,  that  not- 
withstanding of  the  act  of  parliament,  and 
that  the  time  was  elapsed,  there  was  not  one 
of  the  young  ministers,  entered  since  1649, 
had  owned  him  as  a  bishop;  that  he  had 
only  the  hatred  which  attends  that  office  in 
Scotland,  and  nothing  of  the  power;  that 
his  grace  behoved  to  fidl  upon  some  other 
and  more  effectual  methods,  otherwise  the 
new  made  bishops  would  be  mere  ciphers. 


[^BOOK  f^ 

bishop  had  to  propose,  and  he  should 
heartily  fidl  in  with  it.  Fairfoul  moved, 
that  the  council  might  agree  upon  an  act 
and  proclamation,  peremptorily  hanwhing 
all  the  ministers  who  had  entered  smce  the 
year  1649^  firom  their  houses,  parishes,  and 
respective  presbyteries,  betwixt  and  the  1st 
of  November  next  to  come,  if  they  anoe 
not  in  to  receive  collation  and  admissioa 
fit>m  the  bishop ;  assuring  the  commissbner, 
there  would  not  be  ten  in  his  diocese  who 
would  stand  out,  and  lose  their  stipend  in 
this  cause. 

Every  deare  of  the  prelates  was  now 
next  to  a  law :  and  so  a  meeting  of  council 
was  agreed  upon,  and  convened  at  Glasgow, 
in  the  college  fore-hall,  towards  the  street 
At  this  time  it  was  termed  the  drunken 
meeting  at  Glasgow,  and  it  was  affirmed, 
that  all  present  were  flustered  with  drink, 
save  Sir  James  Lockhart  of  Lee.  When 
the  council  met,  the  commiwnioner  laid  be- 
fore them  the  archbishop's  desire  and  over- 
ture, and  the  necessity  of  supporting  the 
bishops  the  king  and  parliament  had  brought 
m.  There  was  no  debate  upon  it,  save  bj 
the  lord  Lee  above  named.  He  reasoned 
some  time  against  it,  and  assured  them 
such  an  act  would  not  only  lay  the  country 
desolate,  but  cast  it  in  disorder,  yes,  in- 
crease their  dislike  to  the  bishops,  and  at 
length  bring  the  conunon  people  into  confu- 
sions and  risings ;  he  peremptorily  asserted, 
that  the  younger  ministers,  admitted  since 
the  (year)  1649,  would  go  fiirther  than  the 
loss  of  thdr  stipends,  before  they  would 
acknowledge  and  submit  to  bishops:  but 
reasoning,  though  never  so  just,  could  not 
have  any  great  weight  in  the  present  cir- 
cumstances. Thus  the  act  was  formed  in  the 
terms  oi  the  archbishop's  demand,  though 
some  say  it  was  with  difficulty,  whether  for 
want  of  a  fi^sh  man  to  dictate  or  write,  1 
know  not.    The  tenor  of  it  follows. 

"  At  Glasgow,  October  1st,  1668. 

"  The  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council 
taking  to  consideration,  that  notwithstand- 
ing  it  is  statute  and  ordained,  by  an  act  of 
the  last  session  of  the  current  parlfanient, 
entitled, '  act  concerning  such  benefices  and 
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presentation  from  the  lawful  patron ;'  that    that  no  heritor  or  other,  liable  in    ^^^^ 
all  ministers  who  have  entered  upon  the    payment  ofany  part  of  the  miniBters* 


care  of  any  parish  in  burgh  or  landward,  in 
or  since  the  year  of  God  1649,  (at  and 


stipend,  make  payment  to  any  minister  who 
hath  contravened  the  foresaid  act  of  parlia- 


before  which  time  the  patrons  were  most  ment,  for  keeping  the  anniversary  thanksgiv- 
injuriously  dispossessed  of  their  patronages)  '.  ing,  of  any  part  of  this  year's  stipend;  and 
have  no  right  unto,  or  shall  uplift  the  rents  i  declare,  that  the  ministers  who  have  contra- 


of  their  respective  benefices,  modified  sti- 
pends, manse  or  glebe,  fi>r  this  instant  year 
1662,  nor  for  any  year  following,  unless 
they  should  obtain  presentation  fixmi  the 
lawfiil  patron,  and  have  collation  firom  the 
bishop  of  the  diocese  where  they  live,  before 
the  twentieth  day  of  September  last:  as 
likewise,  that  it  is  statute  and  ordained, 
that  the  twenty-ninth  of  May  be  yeariy  kept 
as  a  holyday  unto  the  Lord,  for  a  solemn 
anniversary  thanksgiving  for  his  majesty's 
restoration  to  his  royal  government,  and 
that  all  ministers  should  observe  the  same 
in  thdr  respective  parishes,  under  the  pains 
therein  contained:  yet  several  ministers 
have  not  only  contravened  the  foresaid  acts 
of  parliament,  but,  in  manifest  contempt  of 
his  majesty's  royal  authority,  albeit  they 
have  justly  forfeited  their  right  to  the 
benefices,  modified  stipends,  and  others, 
continue  to  exercise  the  function  of  the 
ministry  at  their  respective  churches  as  of 
before;  therefore  they  prohibit  and  dis- 
charge all  ministers  who  have  contravened 
the  fiiresaid  act  of  parliament  concerning 
the  benefices  and  stipends,  to  exerce  any 
part  of  the  function  of  the  ministry,  at 
their  respective  churches  in  time  coming, 
which  are  hereby  declared  to  be  vacant: 
and  that  none  of  their  parishioners  who 
are  liable  in  any  part  of  their  stipends, 
make  payment  to  them  of  this  instant  crop 
and  year  of  God  1662,  or  in  time  coming, 
as  having  no  right  thereunto:  and  that 
they  do  not  acknowledge  them  for  their 
lawfiil  pastor,  in  repairing  to  their  sermons, 
under  the  pain  of  being  punished  as  fi-e- 
quenters  of  private  conventicles  and  meet- 
ings. And  command  and  charge  the  said 
ministers  to  remove  themselves  and  their 
fiunilies  out  of  their  parishes,  betwixt  and 
the  first  day  of  November  next  to  come, 
and  not  to  reside  within  the  bounds  of 
their  respective  presbyteries.    As  likewise. 


vened  the  stiid  act,  shall  be  liable  to  the  whole 
pains  therein  contained.  And  ordain  those 
presents  to  be  forthwith  printed,  and  pub- 
lished by  the  sheriffi  of  shires,  and  magis- 
trates of  burghs,  that  none  may  inretend 
ignorance." 

In  the  registers,  this  act  stands  agaed 
by  Glencairn  chancellor,  duke  Hamilton, 
Montrose,  Morton,  Eglintoun,  Linlithgow, 
Callender,  Newburgfa,  Sinclair.  There  arc 
in  the  sederunt  this  day,  besides  the  com- 
missioner, the  lairds  of  Lee  and  Blackball, 
who  do  not  sign  the  act. 

This  act  appears  to  be  beyond  the 
council's  power,  which  was  only  to  execute 
the  acts  of  parliament,  and  not  to  make 
new  laws;  and  they  evidently  go  beyond 
what  the  parliament  had  statuted.  But  a 
little  time  convinced  them  that  they  had 
taken  a  false  step.  The  most  part  of  the 
west  and  south  of  Scotland  was  laid  waste 
of  ministers,  and  people  turned  discontent, 
and  almost  desperate:  and  what  they  did 
at  Glasgow,  was  disliked  by  some  of  their 
best  fiiends;' particularly  the  primate  was 
mightily  dissatisfied,  and  complained,  that 
Fairfoul's  folly  had  well  nigh  ruined  them. 
His  scheme  was  to  have  presbyterian 
ministers  more  insensibly  turned  out  at 
first;  and  therefore  another  proclamation 
was  shaped  at  Edinbuigh,  in  December, 
partly  rescissory  of  this,  and  a  little  more 
soft,  as  we  sliall  hear. 

By  this  act  of  Glasgow,  near  a  third  part 
of  the  ministers  of  this  church  were  cast 
out  of  their  charges,  and,  by  the  following 
acts  some  more,  merely  for  conscience' 
sake,  being  free  of  the  least  degree  of  dis- 
loyalty or  rebellion.  They  could  not  keep 
holydays,  they  could  not  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance  or  supremacy,  they  could  not 
own  patrons,  nor  subject  themselves  to 
bishops ;  and  therefore  must  l)c  turned  out. 
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to  observe  the  lamentable  conse- 
quences  of  this  act;  and  only  here  remark, 
that,  at  Glasgow,  the  council  proceeded  to 
severe  enough  meanures  with  some  partis 
cular  gentlemen  and  ministers^  of  which  in 
its  own  place. 

After  this  heavy  work  at  Glasgow,  the 
commissioner  went  forward  in  his  circuit, 
through  Renfrew,  Cuningham,  Kyle,  and 
Carrick:  he  was  some  time  at  Ayr,  and 
fix>m  thence  went  to  Wigton  and  Dumfries ; 
and  upon  the  last  of  October,  he  returned 
to  Holyrood-house.  When  the  accounts 
came  in  to  Edinbui^  of  the  rueful  cir- 
cumstances of  the  west  and  south,  by  the 
silencing  their  ministers,  Middleton,  who 
had  depeoded  upon  the  accounts  given  him 
by  the  archbishop  of  Glasgow,  that  few  or 
none  would  lose  their  stipends  for  non- 
conformity, raged  and  stormed  exceedmgly. 
He  knew  many  of  the  ministers  had  little 
to  sustain  themselves  and  their  numerous 
fiunilies;  and  curnng  and  swearing,  asked, 
**  What  will  these  mad  fellows  do  ?*'  know- 
ing nothing  of .  their  living  by  faith,  as 
suflferers  for  conscience  and  a  good  cause 
use  to  do. 

During  the  month  of  November,  the 
council  are  taken  up  in  retrieving,  as  much 
as  possible,  this  hasty  act  at  Glasgow. 
Their  prosecutions  of  particular  jniuisters 
and  gentlemen  shall  be  nodeed  in  the 
following  sections.  Accordingly,  the  very 
first  meeting  at  Edinburgh,  November  4th, 
they  appoint  the  fdlowing  letter  to  be  writ 
to  the  archbishops  of  St.  Andrews  and 
Glasgow. 

«  My  Lord, 

"  Having  considered,  that  by  the  exe- 
cution of  the  late  acts  of  parliament  and 
council,  against  several  ministers  who  have 
contravened  the  same  in  many  places  of 
the  kingdom,  the  condition  of  the  pa- 
rishioners will  be  rendered  very  faiid,  through 
the  want  of  the  ministry,  and  the  bendfit 
of  the  ordinances.  We  have  thought  fit 
your  lordship  come  here  with  your  first 
convenience,  that  by  your  advice  we  may 
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aflerwards  have   occasion   good  of  the  people^  WhSA  ihallte  icsiuualy 

looked  to  by 

**  Your  lon^hip's  tkotfB, 

**  GlHicalm  chaUfdlor,  Haiilton,  MorCoo, 
XJnlithgowi  Haddingt^o,  R4izbargh, 
Tweeddal^  Skidair,  Hflkerton,  J.  Lock- 
hart,  George  Msckeqaie,  Sir  Robert 
Murray.  ** 


How  much  better  had  it  beep  to  have 
considered  those  fatal  consequences,  before 
they  had  made  such  laws  and  acts,  than 
after  they  were  made  to  provide  remedies  ? 
Had  they  seriously  looked  to  the  good  of 
the  people,  certainly  thej  had  never  been 
made.  However,  this  was  the  next  best: 
the  archbishop  of  Glasgow  seems  to  have 
been  backward  to  come  to  discourse  with 
the  lords,  as  perhaps  knowing  he  was  to 
blame.  November  6th,  under  expectation 
of  the  upcoming  of  the  archbishops,  the 
duke  of  HamOton,  lord  register,  Tarfaet, 
advocate,  and  any  other  the  commissioner 
pleases  to  name  firom  the  council,  are  ap- 
pointed to  meet  with  his  grace,  the  chaa- 
cellor,  and  the  two  archbishops,  anent  sodi 
matters  and  business  as  do  concern  the 
affiurs  of  the  church.  But  it  seems  the 
archbishop  of  Glasgow  still  hangs  off*;  for, 
November  18th,  the  following  letter  is  writ 
to  hiuL 

**  Most  reverend, 

**  It  is  now  a  fortnight  since  we  did  write 
to  your  lordship  to  come  here,  in  order  to 
some  afl^rs  that  concern  the  church :  and 
seeing  we  have  had  no  return,  we  thought 
fit  to  renew  our  desires;  and  the  matter 
being  of  such  importance^  your  lordship  ii 
expected  as  soon  as  he  can  be,  .ly 

'*  Your  assured  friends, 

"  Glsncaibn,  Chancellor,  Sx. 
ut  in  sederunt** 

That  same  day,  the  members  of  council 
are  writ  to,  to  attend  on  the  Slst;  and  on 
the  21st,  duke  Hamilton,  Montrose,  and 
other  members  are  again  writ  to^  to  attend 
upon  the  27th.  Whether  the  archbishop 
of  Glasgow  came  up  or  not,  I  cannot  tell, 
but,  November  27th,  the  chancellor,  Rox- 


redrcBB  those  disorders,  and  provide  for  the  ,  buigfa,  Haddington,  Callender,  the  register, 
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and  Lee»  are  appointed  to  meet  in  the 
afternoon  with  the  commissioner,  about 
such  business  as  his  grace  shall  propose : 
but  I  find  no  account  of  the  archbishop's 
coming  up.  Meanwhile,  the  council  go  on 
to  the  banishment  and  confinement  of  a 
good  many  particular  ministers,  as  we  shall 
bear.  It  seems  they  could  not  concert  their 
general  act  till  December  2Sd,  which  was 
die  last  meeting  of  coundl  Middleton  was 
ever  present  at.  That  day  the  council  pub- 
lish their  act  and  proclamation,  which  being 
pretty  long,  I  have  annexed  it  as  a  note.* 


*  Act  of  CoundL 

At  Sdimbmrghj  the^addapof  December,  1662. 

The  lords  of  his  mijesty't  prirv  ooaocil,  tak- 
ing to  consideration  Uie  great  nappineee  this 
kingdom  doth  now  enjoy  in  hit  majesty's  retti- 
tamo,  the  cboreh  l»eing  thereby  restored  to  ita 
Hieient  and  right  goyemment,  the  laws  to  their 
dne  eourte andsplendour,  and  the  subjects  to  the 
peaeeable  possession  of  their  rights  and  proper- 
ties ;  and  the  administration  of  all  these,  tem- 
pered with  that  moderation,  which  should  justly 
cadcar  tliem  to  all  honest  and  loyal  subjects,  but 
ospedallY  to  these  of  the  ministry,  who  hare  so 
largely  shared  in  his  mi^esty's  grace  and  pardon, 
W&  as  to  their  public  actings  and  their  undue 
wMseasIng  of  benefices,  many  of  Uiem  having, 
Coring  these  late  troubles,  intruded  themaelres 
Into  oiurches,  stipends  and  benefices,  without 
any  right  from  the  lawful  patrons,  and  so  being 
liaole  in  law  for  their  intromission ;  yet  were, 
hy  his  nujesty's  fayour,  indemnified  for  what 
they  had  possessed,  and  the  patrons  ordained  to 
gtre  to  them  new  presentations,  and  a  competent 
time  allowed  for  obtaining  the  same,  with  colla- 
tion from  the  bishop  of  the  dioceses  tliereupon ; 
which  being  done,  they  were  from  thenceforth 
to  enjoy  their  churches  as  fineelr  as  any  other 
ministers  witliln  the  kingdom.  And  albeit  such 
ihyonrable  dealing  might  haye  challenged  a  most 
dieerful  submission  and  obedience  from  all  con- 
ecmed  therein ;  yet,  such  was  the  froward  dis- 
•odtion  of  some,  in  slighting  of  his  mijesty*s 
tmrmxr,  by  not  accepting  of  presentations,  and 
in  eontenming  his  migestv's  authority,  by  con- 
tinning  in  the  exercise  or  their  ministry,  that 
tho  conncQ  was  neoeesitate  by  their  act  at  Glas- 
gow, upon  the  first  of  October  last,  to  discharge 
all  snch  ministers  from  exercising  any  part  of 
their  ministry,  and  to  charge  them  to  remoye 
themselyes  and  their  fimiilies  out  of  tlieir  par- 
lalMB ;  and  though  in  order  thereunto,  the  carriage 
of  diyers  hath  not  been  suitable  to  their  duty,  yet, 
^te  council  being  desirous  to  exercise  further 
indnlgenoe  towards  these  men,  if  possibly  they 

Sybe  rSdaimed,  haye  therefore  thought  fit 
ing  also  thereunto  solicited  by  such  of  the 
b  of  the  clergy  as  were  upon  the  place)  to 
allow  a  further  time  until  the  first  day  of  Feb- 
roary  next,  1668,  betwixt  and  which  they  may 
yet  obtain  presentations  and  collations,  as  said 
H,  proyided,  that  such  who  since  the  first  of 
October  are  already  placed,  or  may  be  judged  fit 
to  be  placed  in  these  phices  declared  vacant,  by 


The  council,  under  the  sense  of  i^aa 
the  wrong  step  taken  at  Glasgow, 
and  how  hard  it  was  to  leave  so  vast  a 
number  of  congregations  desolate,  as  had 
their  ministers  ejected  by  that  act,  and 
the  bishops  having  but  few  ready  to 
fill  them,  extend  the  day,  and  allow 
ministers  to  obtain  presentation  and  col- 
lation before  the  1st  of  February  next: 
but  if  betwixt  and  that  time  they  neglect, 
they  are  ordained  to  remove  out  of  their 
parishes,  presbyteries,  and  the  dioceses  of 
St.   Andrews  and  Edinburgh;    and  such 


act  aforesaid,  shall  ei^oy  their  chnrchss  and 
benefices,  any  thing  in  this  act  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding:  certifying  always,  snch  as 
shall  fail  in  obtaining  their  presentations  and 
collations,  they  are  from  thenceforth  to  be 
esteemed  and  holden  as  persons  disaffected  to  his 
mi^esty's  goyemment :  and  such  of  them  as  are 
within  the  dioceses  of  Glasgow,  Argyle,  and  Gal- 
loway, are,  conform  to  the  former  act  of  council, 
to  remove  themselves  and  their  families  forth  of 
the  bounds  of  their  respective  presbyteries,  but 
that  they  do  not  offer  to  stay  nor  reside  within 
the  bounds  either  of  the  dioceses  of  St.  Andrews 
or  Edinburgh;  and  wherever  else  they  shall 
happen  to  reside,  they  are  hereby  discharged  two 
of  them  to  reside  in  one  parish :  and  such  with- 
in the  dioceses  of  St  Andrews  and  Edinburgh 
as  shall  not  obtain  presentation  and  collation 
betwixt  and  the  said  first  day  of  February  next 
to  come,  they  are  from  thenceforth  to  retire 
themselves,  and  stay  and  reside  benorth  the 
river  of  Tay :  and  all  of  them  who  shall  not 
give  satisfaction  as  aforesaid,  are  hereby  dis- 
charged from  exercising  any  part  of  their  min- 
istry in  public  or  In  private,  and  from  keeping 
any  meetings  in  families,  upon  pretence  of  reli- 
gious exercises,  except  In  and  with  their  own 
families;  with  certification,  to  such  as  shall 
contravene  any  part  of  this  act,  they  are  to  be 
punished  as  seditious  persons.  And  forasmuch, 
at  besides  these  persons  above  designed,  there  be 
divers  ministers,  who,  in  contempt  of  his  ma- 
jesty's authority  and  command,  did  absent 
themselves  from  the  meetings  of  the  synods 
whereto  they  were  called  by  his  majesty's 
authority ;  and  the  lords  of  his  migesty*s  privy 
council,  being  desirous  to  reclaim  all  of  them, 
have  therefore  at  this  time  thought  fit,  only  to 
confine  them  within  their  several  parishes,  untU 
the  next  meeting  of  the  synod,  discharging  them 
hereby  to  transgress  the  bounds  of  their  confine- 
ment, unless,  upon  application  to  the  bishop  of 
the  diocese,  they  obtain  a  vearrant  under  his 
hand  for  the  same.  And  since  the  disorderly 
carriage  of  some  ministers  hath  occasioned,  that 
divers  of  the  people,  with  whom  they  liave  in« 
terest,  do  withdrair  from  the  worship  of  God 
in  their  own  parish  churches,  to  the  dishonour 
of  God,  the  contempt  of  his  ordinances,  and  the 
scandal  of  the  protestant  religion,  for  making 
way  for  atheism,  schism,  and  separation  in  thn 
reformed  church,  and  for  alienating  of  people 
from  their  duty  and  obedienre  to  the  authority 
establUhed  lYieTt\u\  X.V«\tX«^  \\i^  ^>wis5\  V* 
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miiikten  as  were  in  those  dtoceses 
are  ordiuned  to  remore  beyond  Tay 
before  the  first  of  March^  as  the  procl»- 
mation  itself  more  fully  bears* 

This  act  some  looked  upon  as  a  permission 
to  return  to  their  parishes,  at  least  until  tht 
first  of  Fdsruaiy ;  and  so  a  good  many  up 
and  down  the  country  did  come  back  and 
preach.  But  very  soon  they  found  no  favour 
was  designed  for  presbyterian  ministers  by 
that  act,  save  what  was  absolutely  necessary 
for  a  present  conveniency;  and  ministers' 
return  and  removal  so  quickly  after,  at  the 
diets  named  by  the  council,  was  one  of  the 
first  handles  to  the  common  people  to 
censure  them.  'Ignorance,  scrupulosity,  and 
censure,  ordinarily  go  together,  especially  in 
so  dark  an  hour  as  this.  In  reality  this  act 
was  a  cunning  fetch  of  the  primate,  and  an 
insidious  lengthening  out  of  the  time,  which  it 
now  appeared  had  been  too  much  shortened 
at  Glasgow,  for  ministers  coming  in ;  and  in 
the  event  it  turned  to  the  disadvantage  of 
the  persecuted  ministers.  Cunningly  enough, 
in  the  proclamation,  ministers  are  blamed 
for  "  refusing  to  ask  a  presentation  from  pa- 
trons," and  no  notice  is  taken  of  the  clause 
enjoined  with  this  in  the  act  of  parliament, 
••  their  receiving  collation  from  a  bishop," 
which  was  a  plain  renunciation  of  presbyte- 
rian principles.  And  no  doubt  this  was  de- 
signed to  exasperate  the  nobility  and  gentry 
at  ministers,  though  out  of  principle  and 
conscience  they  refused  both;  and  beside 
what  hath  been  obscr\'cd  upon  those  heads, 
the  remarks  of  Mr.  Douglas  on  this  act,  de^ 


hereby  appoint  all  his  majesty's  subjects,  to  fre- 
quent the  ordinary  meetings  of  public  woncbip  in 
tueir  own  parish  churches ;  and  in  case  there  be 
no  sermon  there,  that  they  go  to  the  next  church 
where  sermon  isj  and  that  otherways  they  pre- 
sume not,  without  lawful  excuse,  to  stay  from 
their  own  parish  church,  or  go  out  of  their  own 
parishes  on  the  Sabbath  day:  commanding  hereby, 
all  magistrates  within  burgh,  and  justices  of 
peace,  to  take  trial  of  the  contraveners,  and  to 
punish  them  as  SiUibath-breakers,  and  to  exact 
twenty  shillings  Scots  from  each  of  them,  tottes 
quoties,  to  be  applied  for  relief  of  the  poor  of  the 
parish.  And  whereas  the  sacrament  or  the  Lord's 
supper  (which  was  instituted  as  a  special  mean 
and  l>ond  of  love  and  unity,  duty  and  obedience 
amongst  Christians)  is,  at  the  administration 
thereof  In  some  places,  ^nsed  and  perverted,  by 
the  unlicentinte  confluence  of  some  people,  and 
extnwagMDt  senuojis  of  souio  luinisteraof  un<vu\«\ 
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serve  a  room  here.  He  njs,  *  The  receiviiifr 
a  presentation  and  collation  may  be  account- 
ed a  small  matter,  but  who  considers  it  well, 
will  find  it  very  weighty.  Taking  of  presenta- 
tions condemns  the  removal  of  laick  patrons, 
and  which  is  more,  condemns  the  call  from 
the  people :  and  presentationa  directed  to 
bishops,  condemn  the  call  firom  tiie  presby- 
tery ;  and  it  vacates  the  right  to  the  benefice, 
and  says,  they  had  no  right  to  it;  and  yet  ia 
law  benefieium  sequiler  officmm^  Besides, 
the  collation  is  not  a  simple  ablation,  and 
giving  a  right  to  the  benefice,  which  is  toler- 
able ;  but  the  right  is  given  upon  the  account 
of  their  acknowledging  their  ordinary,  and 
submission  to  the  present  episcopal  govern- 
ment, which  is  a  real  acknowfedging  their 
power.  This  honest  ministers  could  not 
do ;  therefore  by  the  act  they  are  removed 
from  their  chai^ges ;  and  more  ministers  were 
removed  in  one  month,  than  ever  were 
removed  in  Scotland  since  the  reformatioD. 
It  is  no  wonder  then  the  complaint  against 
their  bishops  be,  that  their  little  finger  ii 
thicker  than  the  loins  of  the  former." 

The  king's  goodness  is  magnified  in  not 
making  ministers  pay  back  all  their  stipeod 
since  the  year  1649,  in  which  period  they 
had  as  good  a  title  to  them  as  the  law  of  the 
land  and  the  king's  consent  to  it  could  give. 
It  is  noticed,  that  tliis  prolongation  of  the 
time  was  at  the  request  of  the  bishops 
present,  which  might  be  matter  of  fact,  since 
the  act  of  Glasgow  was  reckoned  by  the 
primate  and  the  wiser  part  of  them,  to  be  of 
ill  consequents  to  their  interests ;  and  thej 


and  factious  spirits,  and  made  a  special  engine  to 
debauch  people  from  their  dutv,  and  lead  them  to 
disobedience,  schism,  and  rebellion :  therefore  the 
lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council,  in  pursuance 
of  the  trust  reposed  in  them,  and  for  preventini^ 
of  disorder  and  disturbance,  do  prohibit  and  di»- 
charge  every  minister  of  a  parisa,  to  use  or  em- 
ploy the  assistance  of  any  more  ministers,  by 
preaching  or  administrating  the  holy  com- 
munion, save  one  or  two  neighbouring  miniiten, 
unless  they  be  licentiate  thereunto  by  the  bishop 
of  the  diocese;  and  that  no  person  of  another 
parish  be  admitted  to  the  participation  of  that 
sacrament,  without  a  certificate  under  the  hand 
of  the  minister  of  the  parish  where  the  said 
person  doth  reside.  And  ordain  these  presenta 
to  be  forthwith  printed,  and  published  at  the 
market-cross  of  Edinburgh  and  other  pJares 
ueedful,  that  none  may  pretend  ignorance. 
Y  Vi.i.^msk^ukauaM,  Q.  Seur.  Coucilll. 
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wcregladto  amuse,  and  give  a  little  quiet  to 
the  country,  who  now  hated  the  bishops 
more  than  ever.    Their  banishing  ministers 
from  such  and  such  jMrecinctSy  and  tossing 
them  up  and  down,  as  in  the  proclamation, 
was  both  cruel  and  beyond  the  acts  of  par- 
liament, of  which  they  were  only  executors, 
and  contrived  and  calculated  to  hold  off  up- 
plications  to  persons  of  mfluence  at  £din- 
baigh>  and  to  deliver  bishop  Sharp's  diocese 
of  Che  trouble  of  presbyterian  ministers.     It 
was  hard  enough  measure  to  oblige  the  min- 
htars  who  lived  u{)on  the  border  of  England, 
(o  which  the  diocese  of  Edinbui^  reacheth, 
to  remove  themselves  and  families  be  north 
Tay,  for  no  other  fiuilt  save  noncompliance 
with  prelates,  for  which  they  had  already 
lost  their  benefices.    In  the  next  room,  the 
dder  ministers,  who  were  not  reached  by 
the  act  of  Glasgow,  are  imprisoned  in  their 
own  parishes  for  their  not  being  present  at 
the  diocesan  meeting.     This  is  plainly  ille- 
gal ;  but  harder  things  come  upon  them  after- 
ward.    Neither  does  this  proclamation  spare 
Che  people,  but  after,  most  groundlessly,  the 
Uame  of  their  not  hearing  the  curates  is 
hnd  upon  presbyterian  ministers,  their  not 
keeping  their  parish  churches,  while  in  the 
meantime  they  were  bftnished,  I  know  not 
at  what  distance,  from  them,  the  council 
orders  twenty  shillings  Scots,  to  be  uplifted 
by  maf^stntes  and  justices  of  the  peace, 
fiom   every  one  who  is  absent  from  his 
parish  churdi;  which  would  have  been  a 
goodly  som,  had  it  been  uplifted ;  as  indeed 
it  was  in  a  little  time  upon  presbyterians, 
most  severely.    In  the  &ad  df  the  act  the 
council  come  to  regulate  communions,  and 
restrict  ministers  as  to  their  helpers  at  them ; 
beiqg  grated  lately  with  that  which  Mr. 
John   Livingstone  kept  at  Ancrum,  with 
seosible  measures  of  the  Divine  presence. 
IVoly  th^  were  a  very  unfit  company  to 
make  ecclesiastiral  canons  and  regukdons. 
Under  all  diose  acts  against  presb3rterian 
nmnitars  and  people,  Middleton  is  daily 
bang  ground  at  court,  and  Lauderdale  gain* 
ing ;  and  after  this  prodamation  he  never  sat 
in  a  court  in  Scotland.    He  was,  in  the  end 
of  December,  called  up  to  London,  and 
charged  with  high  treason,  and  reduced  to 


noticed.  The  king  being  informed  .^^ 
of  the  partial  manner  of  iraposmg, 
and  unreasonableness  of  the  act  of  fines  the 
commissioner  had  brought  the  parliament  to, 
prorogated  the  time  of  paying  the  first 
moiety.  AGddleton  for  some  time  kept  up 
the  order  for  this,  being  fond  of  a  share  in 
the  payment  of  them,  and  forbare  publishing 
a  proclamation  for  this  effect.  This  irritated 
the  king  exceedingly,  and  Lauderdale  was 
not  wanting  to  improve  such  a  step  to  his 
own  advantage.  Thus  we  have  some  view 
of  the  more  general  procedure  of  the  council 
this  year. 

SECT.  IV. 

Of  the  particular  iujferingi  of  minitteri  and 
geniUmen,  from  the  begmmng  of  this  year 
to  the  rising  if  the  parkament. 

Thk  sufferings  of  particular  persons,  noble- 
men, considerable  numbers  of  gentlemen, 
ministers,  and  others,  this  year,  grow  so 
much  upon  my  hand,  that  I  am  obliged  to 
give  them  in  two  sections,  the  one  before, 
and  during  this  second  session  of  parliament, 
and  the  other  after  it  was  up ;  and  we  shall 
find  great  numbers  attacked  by  the  council 
towards  the  end  of  the  year.  I  might  begin 
with  such  whose  heart  was  indeed  broke 
with  the  change  made  upon  this  church  last 
year,  and  the  dismal  alteration  this  year,  by 
the  introduction  of  prelacy:  those  were 
certainly  confessors  and  martyrs  in  resolu- 
tion. Their  death  is  some  way  chargeable 
upon  the  present  managers,  and  it  is  pro- 
bable, had  not  death  prevented,  they  would 
have  been  attacked  in  this  evil  time.  Among 
this  kind  of  sufierers  I  only  instance  two, 
both  very  eminent  in  their  stations,  and  sin- 
gular ornaments  to  Scotland;  the  right 
honourable  the  earl  of  Loudon,  and  the 
reverend  and  learned  Mr.  Robert  Bailie  pro- 
fessor of  diyinity,  and  for  a  little  space 
principal  of  the  college  of  Glasgow.  The 
first  died  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and 
the  other  in  a  little  time  afterward,  and  both 
of  them  of  grief  in  some  measure. 

John,  carl  of  Loudon,  late  chancellor  of 
Scotland,  was  a  prime  instrument  in  the  late 
■o  small  difRculties,  as  shall  be  afterward  '  work  of  TefoTmadoti  VsegG^  X^'^l^voi^  ^9^^ 
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who  write  the  history  of  that  period'  sertor  of  the  king^t  intarett    AndalthoD^ 


will  do  him  the  justice  his  memoiy 
deserves.  He  was  a  nobleman  of  excellent 
endowments,  great  learning,  singular  wisdom 
and  conduct,  bewitching  eloquence,  as  the 
impartia)  pen  terms  it,  joined  with  remarkable 
resolution  and  courage.  Next  to  the  mar- 
quis of  Argyle,  he  was  the  great  butt  of  the 
spite  and  malice  of  the  party  now  in  power, 
as  well  as  their  envy.  He  knew  his  life 
was  at  the  king's  mercy  for  the  political 
guilt  all  the  nation  lay  under:  he  had  fre- 
quently applied  for  his  majesty's  grace,  and 
was  as  often  refused.  The  courses  now  so 
violently  carrying  on,  and  the  plain  invasions 
upon  the  liberty  and  religion  of  Scotland, 
made  this  great  man  weary  of  his  life.  He 
often  exhorted  his  excellent  lady  to  pray 
fast,  he  might  never  see  the  next  session  of 
parliament,  else  he  might  follow  his  noble 
friend  the  marquis  of  Argyle.  The  Lord 
was  pleased  to  grant  the  request,  and  he 
died  in  a  most  Christian  manner,  at  Edin- 
buigh,  March  15th,  this  year,  and  his  corpse 
was  carried  to  the  west  country,  and  in- 
terred with  his  noble  ancestors.* 

Bir.  Robert  Bailie  may  most  justly  be 
reckoned  among  the  great  men  of  this  time, 
and  was  an  honour  to  his  country,  for  his 
profound  and  universal  learning,  his  exact 
and  solid  judgment,  that  vast  variety  of 
languages  he  understood,  to  the  number  of 
twelve  or  thirteen,  and  his  writing  a  Latin 
style  which  might  become  the  Augustan  age : 
but  I  need  not  enlarge  on  his  character,  his 
works  do  praise  him  in  the  gates.  He  had 
been  employed  in  much  of  the  public  busi- 
ness of  this  church  since  the  year  1637,  and 
was  a  worthy  member  of  the  venerable 
assembly  at  Westminster,  and  at  London 
almost  all  the  time  of  it ;  and  hath  left  be- 
hind him  very  large  accounts  of  matters  both 
of  church  and  state,  which  passed  in  his 
time.  He  was  of  a  most  peaceable  and 
healing  temper,  and  always  a  vigorous  as- 

*  Kirkton  says,  *•  He  wss  a  man  of  excellent 

endowments,  learning,  wisdom,  iudsment,  and 

courage ;    be  died    a  yery    godly  death,    and 

purged  himself  of  his  sins  by  insenuous  oonfes-  i 

iioa,  and  hesrty  application  of  the  blood  of; 

•/ems- "-^If Jstory  or  the  Church  of  SoolAind, 


at  the  first  he  wanted  not  his  own  difficulties 
from  his  educatioiiy  and  tenderoess  of  tbe 
king's  authority;  yet  after  reasoning,  read- 
ing, and  prayer,  as  he  himself  expresseth  it, 
he  came  heartily  in  to  the  measures  of  the 
covenanters.    I  have  it  from  an  unquestioo- 
able  hand,  one  of  his  scholars,  who  after- 
wards was  his  successor,  and  waited  on  hisi 
a  few  weeks  before  his  death  this  year,  tht 
he  died  under  a  rooted  aversion  to  prelacy 
in  this  church.     My  author  desired  Mr. 
Bailie's  judgment  of  the  courses  this  chnrdi 
was  so  fest  running  into.    Hb  words  to  him 
were, "  Prelacy  is  now  coming  in  like  a 
land-flood ;  for  my  share  I  have  considered 
that  controversy  as  fer  as  I  was  able,  and 
after  all  my  inquiry  I  find  it,  and  am  per- 
suaded it  is  inconsistent  with  scripture,  con- 
trary to  pure  and  primitive  antiquity,  and 
diametrically  opposite  to  the  true  interest  of 
those  lands."     The  incoming  of  this  1»1- 
flood,  which  lasted  twenty-«even  yean^  in- 
deed shortened  his  days,  and  broke  his  betrt. 
And  that  the  reader  may  not  take  this  npon 
my  word,  it  is  worth  while  to  insert  here 
this  excellent  person's  sense  of  things,  firam 
two  original  letters  under  his  own  hand,  to 
the  earl  of  Lauderdale ;  and  they  may  serve 
as  his  testimony  against  the  coorses  of  this 
time. 

His  first  letter  is  dated  June  16th,  1660, 
and  therein  he  says,  "  I  was  one  of  those, 
who  in  my  heart,  and  all  needfiil  expressions, 
adhered  to  the  king  in  all  his  distresses;  he 
had  my  continual  prayers  to  God  for  his 
restitution,  any  way  God  pleased,  even  the 
most  hard.  Divers  know  my  readiness  to 
have  fiuthered  his  return  to  his  throne,  by 
laying  down  my  head  on  the  block  for  it, 
and  the  utter  ruin  of  all  my  worldly  fortune. 
When  the  Lord  lately,  at  a  very  cheap  rate, 
brought  all  my  prayers,  and  much  more,  to 
pass,  there  were  few  had  a  more  hearty  joy 
for  it  than  L  While  I  am  going  on  in  my 
daily  renewed  joy,  .behold,  your  unhappy 
diumals  and  letters  from  London  Inve 
wounded  me  to  the  heart  I  Is  the  service- 
book  read  in  the  king's  chapel  ?  Has  the 
bishop  of  Ely  (I  still  feared  Wren)  the 
worst  bishop  of  our  age  after  D.  Laud, 
V  ^Tc»K^<^  ^duer^^    "S^aa  iVkia  house  of  lor^a 
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passed  an  order  for  the  fiervice4x>ok  ?  Ah, 
where  arc  we  so  soon !  The  granting  us  in 
Scotland  the  confirmation  of  what  we  have, 
brings  us  just  back  to  James  Graham's  time. 
Is  our  covenant  with  England  turned  to 
Hary  Martin's  Almanack?  Is  the  solemn 
oath  of  the  lords  and  commons  assembled  in 
parliament,  subscribed  so  ofl  by  their  hands, 
to  eradicate  bbhops,  turned  all  to  wmd? 
Why  did  the  parliament  a  few  months  since 
appoint  the  covenant  to  be  hung  up  in  every 
church  in  England,  and  every  year  to  be 
publicly  read  ?  Is  Cromwell  the  great  enemy 
of  oiu*  covenant  so  soon  risen  out  of  his 
grave  ?  Can  our  gracious  prince  ever  for- 
get his  solemn  oath  and  sulncription  ?  He 
is  a  better  man  than  to  do  it,  if  those  about 
kim  be  not  vefy  unfaithful  servants. 

^  For  myself,  such  are  my  rooted  respects 
both  to  his  person  and  place,  that  do  what 
be  will,  and  tolerate  what  he  will,  I  purpose 
while  I  live  to  be  his  most  loving  and  loyal 
nibject.  But,  believe  me,  if  I  were  beside 
him  I  would  tell  him  sadly  and  with  tears, 
that  oaths  to  the  Almighty  are  not  to  be 
broken,  and  least  of  all  by  hira  for  whom 
the  Lord  ha-s  wrought,  at  this  \cry  time,  a 
more  marvellous  mercy  than  he  hath  done 
(or  any,  yea  for  all  the  princes  in  Europe 
those  three  hundred  years. 

**  Bishops  were  the  very  fountains  of  all 
our  mischiefs.  Will  they  e\'er  change  their 
nature?  W^ill  God  ever  bless  that  plant 
which  himself  hath  not  planted?  'Tis  a 
icom  to  tell  us  of  moderate  episcopacy,  a 
moderate  papacy !  The  world  knows  that 
bishops  and  popes  could  never  keep  caveats. 
The  epbcopal  faction  there,  were  never 
Biore  inunoderate  than  at  this  day.  You 
know  how  far  Pierce,  Heylm,  and  Taylor 
justify  all  the  challenges  against  episcopacy 
in  their  late  writs,  and  go  beyond  them  to 
all  the  tridentine  popery  of  Grotius.  T.  G. 
Thomas  Gallovidianus,  for  his  printing  doc- 
tor Forbes  bishop  of  Edinburgh  his  wicked 
dictates,  is  now  in  his  way  for  London,  being 
sent  for  by  the  English  bishops  who  scoff  at 
our  church's  excommunication. 

**  Your  lordship  was  tlie  man  who  pro- 
cured and  brought  down  to  us  the  ordinuMCf 
for  abolishmg  of  episcopacy;  I  doubt  not 
but  you  and  Mr.  fibaip  have  done  your  en- 


deavours; but  could  I  ever  have  1^0 
dreamed  that  bishops  and  books 
should  have  been  so  soon  restored  with  so 
great  ease,  and  silence  of  the  prcsbyterian 
covenanters  in  both  houses,  the  city,  and 
assembly  at  London,  of  Lancashire  and 
other  shires  ? 

"  Be  assured  that  whatever  surprise  it  be 
for  the  time,  this  so  hideous  a  breach  to 
God  and  man,  cannot  fail  to  produce  the 
wrath  of  God  in  the  end.  Shall  all  our 
blood  and  labour  for  that  covenant  be  so 
easily  buried?  Though  all  flesh,  English 
and  Scots,  for  their  own  designs,  were 
silent  at  so  needful  a  time,  I  doubt  not  but 
the  Lord  himself  will  hear  our  cries  against 
the  beast  which  hath  got  so  deadly  a  wound, 
that  all  the  kings  and  parliaments  of  the 
earth  will  never  be  able  to  cure.  I  and 
many  more,  who  have  and  will  rejoice  in  the 
restitution  of  our  kuig,  resolve  to  complain 
to  Grod  and  man,  while  we  live,  for  the  re- 
turn of  books  and  bishops.  Thus  far  I  have 
poured  out  my  heart  to  you  at  this  time." 

The  reader  will  not  grudge  to  have  this 
honest  and  great  man's  sentiments,  when 
our  parliament  lost  year  were  overturning 
the  work  of  Reformation  very  fiist,  in  an* 
other  letter  to  the  same  noble  lord,  dated 
April  18th,  1661. 

«  My  lord, 
"  HaWng  the  occasion  of  this  bearer,  I 
tell  you  my  heart  is  broken  with  grief,  and 
I  find  the  burden  of  the  public  weighty,  and 
hastening  me  to  my  grave.  My  prayers 
daily,  when  my  heart  is  loosed,  are  for  the 
king  and  you,  and  his  blessing  on  you  both. 
I  have  no  private  desires  nor  fears,  but  I 
think  we  are  \&ry  ill  guided,  and  very  need- 
lessly so.  What  needed  you  do  that  disser- 
vice to  the  king,  which  all  of  you  cannot  re- 
compense ;  to  grieve  the  hearts  of  all  your 
gracious  friends  in  Scotland,  to  whom  the 
king's  majesty  was,  is,  and  will  be,  I  hope, 
afler  God,  most  drur,  with  pulling  down 
all  our  laws  at  once,  which  concerned  our 
church  since  the  (year)  1633?  Was  this  good 
advice,  or  will  it  thrive?  Is  it  wisdom  to 
!''inj',  bn(  U  upon  us  the  Cantcrburiiin  times? 
Tiie  same  designs,  the  same  practices,  will 
they  not  bna^  ou  \\v<i  swcott  Vvott^V^  ^^R^^» 
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whatever  fools  drcom?    That  old 

mixim  of  the  state  of  England  is 
wis9  and  good.  That  the  king  can  do  no 
f«ult:  but  the  hi^est  ministers  of  state 
ought  in  all  reason  to  answer  on  then: 
highest  pain  for  all  miscarriages.  It  was 
one  of  king  James  VI.  his  wisest  practices, 
to  permit  his  greatest  favourites  to  sink, 
before  that  by  protecting  them,  the  grief  of 
his  people  riiould  fall  on  his  bade.  Ye  have 
seen  the  contrary  principle  destructive,  and 
it  will  be  still  so. 

**  My  lord,  you  are  the  nobleman  in  all 
the  world  I  love  best,  and  esteem  most ;  I 
think  I  may  say  and  write  to  you  what  I 
like :  if  you  have  gone  with  your  heart,  to 
forsake    your    covenants,  to    countenance 
the  re-introduction  of  bishops  and  books, 
and  strengthened  the  king  by  your  advice  in 
those  things,  I  think  you  a  prime  trans- 
gressor, and  liable  among  the  first  to  answer 
to  God  for  that  great  sin ;  and  the  opening 
a  door,  which  in  haste  will  not  be  closed, 
for  the  persecution  of  a  multitude  of  the 
best  persons,  and  most  loyal  subjects  that 
are  in  all  the  three  kingdoms.    And  if  other- 
wise your  heart  be  where  it  was,  as  I  hope 
it  is,  and  that  in  your  own  way  you  are 
doing  what  you  can  for  the  truth  of  God, 
yet  daily  I  have  my  fears  for  you.     I  think 
you  stand  in  a  ticklish  place:  remember 
your  cousin   Hamilton's  poisoning  before 
king  James's   eyes,  without  search.     My 
heart  whiles  trembles  for  you ;  I  will  con- 
tinue to  pray  for  you,  do  what  you  will.     I 
ever  opposed  Mr.  James  Guthrie  his  way ; 
but  sec  none  get  the  king  persuaded  to  take 
ministers*  heads.    Send  them  to  some  place 
where  they  may  preach  and  live ;  you  may 
obtain  this  if  you  will."     Then  he  goes  to 
college  afiairs,  and  adds,  "  I  will  beg  for  it 
while  I  live,  which  I  think  shall  not  be  lonjr; 
for  presbyterians  at  London,  their  misguid- 
ing has  slain  me.     There  are  some  of  my 
twenty   year   old    pamphlets   reprinted  at 
London ;  it  is  totally  >vithout  my  knowledge, 
though  indeed  I  remain  fully  in  the  mind  I 
was  then  in.     If  you  and  Mr.  Sharp,  whom 
we  trusted  as  our  own  souls,  have  swerved 
towards  chancellor   Hyde's   principles,  as 
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to  you,  therefore  I  crave  no  pardon  (or  its 
length.    I  am 

*  Your  lordship's  old  friend, 
"  Robert  Baiue." 

By  another  original  letter  of  his  to  Mr. 
George  Hutcheson,  June  24th,  this  same 
year,  I  find  Mr.  Bailie  acquainting  Yarn, 
**  What  you  desire  me  to  write  to  L.  I  have 
done  it  already,  as  my  testament  to  him, 
fully  and  sharply  to  obviate  the  chancellor, 
&c.  at  their  last  going  up :  I  think  verily  if 
that  wicked  change  come,  it  will  hasten  me 
to  my  grave.**  And  in  the  last  letter  I  have 
seen  of  this  good  man's,  dated  May  12tb, 
1662,  which  I  take  to  have  been  a  few  weeks 
before  his  death,  he  tells  his  cousin,  Mr. 
Spang,  afler  some  account  of  the  west 
country  ministers  being  called  in  to  Edin- 
bufgh,  "  The  guise  is  now,  the  bishop  win 
trouble  no  man,  but  the  state  will  punish 
seditious  ministers.  This  poor  church  is  in 
the  most  hard  taking  we  have  ever  seen: 
this  is  my  daily  grief— this  has  brought  all 
my  bodily  trouble  on  me,  and  is  like  to  do 
me  more  harm."*    And  very  quickly  he  got 


« It  has  been  fashionable  of  late»  to  talk  of  the 
coTenaDtera  of  the  seventeenth  century,  as  •illite- 
rate' and  « illiberal;'  (See  Critique  of  M*Crie% 
Life  of  Knox,  Quarteriy  Review,  181&)  and 
BaiUU  has  been  sometimes  ouoted  as  an  instance! 
Baillie's  learning,  however,  has  been  rarely  equal- 
led; and  it  was  certainly  not  surpassed  by  any 
of  his  cotenoporaries.    He  was  bom  in  Gla^eow, 
in  the  year  1 599.    H  is  father,  M  r.  Thomas  Bail- 
lie,  was  a  citizen  of  that  place,  and  aon  to  Baillie 
of  Jerviston,  and  allied  to  some  of  the  nrst 
families  in  Scotland.     He  received  his  education 
iu  the  university  of  Glasgow ;  and  when  there, 
he  was  much  distinguished  for  the  superiority 
of  his  talents,  and  furnished  a  remarkable  example 
of  great  literary  diligence.     Having,  about  the 
year  1622,  taken  orders  from  archbishop  Law,  be 
was  chosen  a  regent  of  philosophy  in  the  univer- 
sity.   He  was  afterwards  presented  to  the  pariah 
of  Kilwinning.    In  the  year  16SS,  he  declined  on 
a  principle  oimodesty,  an  offer  which  was  made 
to  him  of  one  of  the  churches  of  Edinburgh.    In 
1637  he  was  asked  by  the  archbishop  of  CiUsgow 
to  prearh  before  the  general  assembly,  and  to 
recommend  the  book  of  Common  Frayer  and 
Canons,  then  attempted  to  be  thrust  upon  tha 
church;    but   this   he  steadily  refused  to  do. 
Hitherto  his  mind  seems  to  have  wavered  be- 
tween  the  two  systems,  but  from  this  period  ha 
became  decided  in  fiivour  of  presbytery ;  and 
his  reputation  rose  higher  and  higher  among 
the  covenanters.     In  the  assembly  at  Glasgow, 
1638,  he  displayed   great    wisdom,    zeal,    and 


fiow  we  see  many  do,  you  have  muc\\  to  U^^^^^^^.^  ^vv\^«&^Articularly  distinguished  by 
uwwer  for.     This  may  possibly  be  my  Wt\vA%%^TOlk^^W>^<>a^^»\«^»^l  «A  Amioiaii. 
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to  his  rest  and  glorious  reward.  This  was 
the  case,  and  those  were  the  sentiments  of 
many  ministers  and  others  at  this  time. 

But  I  go  on  to  the  direct  sufferers  of  this 
period.  In  the  end  of  the  List  year,  and 
beginning  of  this,  many  worthy  gentlemen  in 
the  west  country  were  brought  to  much 
trouble,  upon  the  pretext  they  had  done 
prejudice  to  the  earl  of  Qucensbcrry's  landd, 
and  were  with  the  forces  under  colonels 
Strachan  and  Ker,  in  the  year  1G50.  But 
the  real  reason  was,  because  most  part  of 
them  had  appeared  for  the  remonstrance, 
and  were  heartily  against  prelacy ;  and  there- 
fore some  money  nmst  be  raised  from  them, 
and  ^veii  to  Quecnsberry  and  his  son.    All 

iaiu.  1 1«  was  also  a  member  of  all  the  folloivlne 
ppneral  assemblieii  of  the  church  of  Scotland, 
until  the  year  1653,  excepting  when  he  attended 
the  assembly  of  divines  at  Westmiuster.  By 
his  brethreu  he  was  promoted  tint  to  the  profrs- 
ffonhip  of  oriental  languages,  and  next,  to  that 
of  dirinity,  in  the  university  of  Glasgow.  At 
the  restoration  he  was  advanced  by  the  eplsco- 
jnlians  to  the  principality.  They  who  wish  to 
see  his  talent  fur  coutrovemy.  may  read  what  he 
publiithed  on  the  Hubjects  of  Lpi^copacy  and 
Arminianlsra,  which  formed  the  chief  topics  of 
theolnKlcal  dispute  in  bis  day.  He  wrote  also  a 
rariety  of  histories  on  matters  connected  with 
church-goTemment.  But  the  worlc  which  estab- 
ilUies  his  li»ming  beyond  all  question,  is  his  *  Opus 
Ilistoricum  et  Chronologicuni'— «  book  of  im- 
mense research,  and  written  in  a  style  that  would 
not  discredit  Eton  or  Cambridge.  He  was  held 
in  high  esteem  by  the  greatest  men  of  the  conti- 
nent, particuJarly,  Spanheim,  Salmasius,  Rivet, 
Leusden,  and  Constantine  TEmpereur.  With 
many  Icalmed  men  of  Europe  he  held  frequent 
intercourse ;  and  his  printed  "  Letters,**  (althouj^h 
a  small  specimen  only)  exhibit  a  mind,  alive  to  the 
best  inierests  of  literature  and  religion,  not  in  his 
own  church,  only,  but  in  the  church  universal. 
When  the  Westminster  assembly  of  divines  had 
finished  their  labours,  the  Enfrlisn  parliament,  to 
testify  their  high  sense  of  Baiilie's  merits,  made 
him  a  handsome  present  of  silver  plate,  with  an 
inscription,  intimating,  that  it  was  a  token  of 
their  icreat  respect  to  him,  and  as  an  acknow- 
ledgment of  his  valuable  services.  And  yet  so 
attai:he(l  was  he  in  common  with  his  brethren, 
lo  the  house  of  Stuart,  that  after  the  execution 
of  Charles  I.  in  1049,  the  general  assembly 
appointed  him  one  of  the  embassy  from  their 
budy,  to  Charles  II.  at  the  Hague,  after  he  was 
pruclaimed  iu  Scotland.  On  that  occasion  he 
addremed  the  king  in  a  most  loyal  speech, 
expreming  in  the  strongest  terms  tils  joy  and 
that  of  his  brethren  in  bis  succession  to  the 
throne,  and  their  abhorrence  of  the  murder  of 
his  royal  father.  In  BaiUie's  sentiments  on  this 
sut(j«cc,  it  appears,  that  the  presbyterian  divines 
of  that  period,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  vcrj' 
mierally  agreed.  (Life  of  Baillie  by  Ueid,  see 
niv  History  of  the  Assembly  of  Divines  at  i 
Westminster,  voh  U»  p»  275.    *Sec  also  an  able  and 
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of  them  are  likewiae  in  the  act  of 
fines,  and  we  shall  meet  with  a 
good  many  of  them  under  other  branches  of 
suffering,  as  we  proceed  in  this  history.  I 
shall  then  gire  as  short  an  account  of  tliis 
a£&ir  as  I  can,  from  the  council  n^stcrs. 

The  parliament,  last  year,  upon  a  com- 
plaint of  losses  sustained  by  the  said  earl, 
and  some  agreement  among  parties,  by  their 
act  of  the  29th  of  Mardi,  did  state  the  losses 
at  two  thousand  pounds  sterling,  and  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  meet  at  Cumnocis, 
to  inquire  into  the  persons  who  were  with 
the  army  under  the  foresaid  colonels,  and  to 
proportion  the  said  sum  upon  the  guilty 
persons.    Accordingly  the  committee,  the 

eloquent  vindication  of  Baillie  and  the  other 
covenanters,  in  the  Edinburgh  Christian  In- 
structor, for  November  and  December,  1818,  in 
reply  to  the  Quarterly.)  Although  he  sided 
with  the  resoiuttoners  he  nevertheless  remained 
st<?ady  to  the  presbyterian  interest,  and  it  is  said, 
refused  a  bishopric  when  bribed  by  the  offer 
of  one  from  the  king.  Scots  Wortnies,  p.  SGI, 
4th  edition.  Candour  requires  us,  neverthe-' 
less,  to  say,  that  amiable  and  learned  as  Baillie 
ivns,  he  did  imbibe  certain  causeless  prejudices 
against  his  more  zealous  brethren  of  the  protesting 
side;  and  this  accounts  ff»r  the  contemptuous 
manner  in  which  he  speaks  of  some  of  those 
noblemen  and  ministers,  with  whom  he  once 
walked  in  the  bonds  of  unity  and  love.  He 
supposed  that  all  the  evils  which  befell  the  church 
and  the  state,  flowed  from  the  protestors  refusluf^ 
to  join  with  the  resolulioners;  whereas  it  seems 
to  have  been  rather  the  reverse.  **  Several  hun- 
dreds of  the  resolutioners,  on  the  very  first 
blast  of  temptation,  involved  themselves  in  fmr- 
ful  apostasy  and  peijury.  Some  of  them  became 
violent  persecutors  ■  it  their  more  faithful  brethren, 
and  not  a  few  of  them  absolute  monsters  of 
iniquity.  The  dreadful  effects  of  this  have  almost 
ruiued  l>oth  church  and  state  in  these  lands." 
Scots  Worthies,  p.  S6S,  4th  edition.  Neverthe- 
less, we  may  remark,  that  no  candid  man  will  be 
surprised  at  the  conduct  of  Baillie  in  regard  to 
the  protestors,  who  recollects  the  unfortunate 
quarrels  on  the  same  head,  between  Kutberford 
and  his  colleagues  Wood  and  Blair,  at  St. 
Andrews;  and  the  differences,  ewn  on  slighter 
grounds,  which  alienated  such  conmnial  spirits 
as  those  of  Peden  and  Renwick.  The  truth  is ; 
among  the  fripnds  of  the  good  cause,  there  had 
been  industriously  sown  the  seeds  of  division ; 
and  we  have  in  those  nainful  schisms,  a  striking; 
illustration  of  the  well  known  adage— </it'i</0  tt 
impera.  With  the  causes  of  disunion,  which 
were  constantly  multiplying,  men's  minds  were 
more  and  more  heated;  and  what  with  the 
violent  contests  al>out  the  resolutions,  the  in- 
dulgences, the  ]myment  of  cess,  and  the  toler- 
ation of  conventicles,  our  woi:'Jer  rather  is,  that 
amid  the  collision  of  parties,  and  the  tearing 
asunder  of  the  bonds  of  Christian  fellowsUif', 
spiritual  religion  was  not  utterly  eztinguislied. 
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earl  of  Eglinton,  lord  Cochran,  the 
sheriff<lq)ute  of  Nithsdale,  Gilbert 
Richard  of  Barskimming,  and  some  others, 
meet,  and  make  thdr  report  to  the  council, 
who  had  this  affiiir  committed  to  them  by  the 
parliament,  December  3d,  last.  By  their  re- 
port, it  appears  they  found  the  underwritten 
persons  present  in  Nithsdale,  at  the  time 
complained,  with  the  said  colonels,  when 
Queensberry  sustained  his  losses,  and  there- 
fore, that  they  ought  to  bear  the  proportion 
of  the  two  thousand  pounds  sterling.  A 
good  many  of  them  are  absent,  and  some  off 
the  country ;  but  all  are  found  guilty  of  being 
present  with  the  forces  aforesaid,  and  that 
many  of  them  wore  instrumental  of  the 
losses  sustained.  And  having  taken  the 
most  exact  trial  of  the  estates  real  and  per- 
sonal, they  rated  them  at  the  valuations 
aftermentioncd,  as  their  part  of  the  two 
thousand  pounds. 


L.940    0    0 


The  I^Ord  of  Kowallan      . 

Six  George  Maxwell  of   Nether 

PoUock 1,044  9 

Sir  John  Kennedy  of  Cullen       .  8U  IS 

Thomas  Hay  of  Park          .        .  940  0 

Mr.  WilHam  Gordon  of  Eorlstoun  1,4U  9 

Sir  Hugh  Campbell  of  Cetnock  1,566  IS 

Jameii  FuIUurton  of  Conby         .  6SG  13 

Thomas  Boyd  of  Plnkel      .        .  i95  0 

John  Shaw  of  Somlx^        .        .  313  0 
The  heirs  of  the  laird  of  Glaii- 

derston SIS  0 

The  heirs  of  Gilmerscroft   .        .  SQrt  18 

JameM  Hamilton  of  Aikeuhead   .  S95  6 

John  Boyd  of  Trochridge    .        .  438  13 

Gavin  Walkinshaw  of  that  ilk    .  112  15 

John  Gordon  of  Boghall     .        .  41  16 

Hugh  Wallace  of  Underwood     .  156  13 

Robert  Wallace  of  Cairnhill  82  17 

William  Wallace  of  Garrick        .  SO  17 

Captain  Andrew  Amot               .  41  16 

Thomas  Kennedy  of  Grange       .  188  0 

Alexander  Brodie  of  Letham      .  1,044  9 

James  Nisbet  of  Greenhulm        .  165  0 

John  Crawford  of  Crawfordland  G3G  IS 
Sir  VVllliam  Cunningham  of  Cun- 

ninghamhead   ....  8,401  6 

Robert  Andro  of  Little  Tarbit   .  652  0 

John  Kennedy  of  Kirkmichael  .  yi)9  13 

Robert  Barclay  of  Perstoun        .  438  10 
^irxnnder  Cunningham  of  Craig- 

cnds          .....  90S 

Sir  John  Chledy        .        ,       .  Sii6 
John  Cunningham  of  Hill  of  Beeih    206 

^U0bert  Simpson  in  Edinburgh  .  Vi^  \^ 
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Robert  Hamilton  in  Haknig  .  180   0  0 

Captain  George  Campbell  .  .  68  13  i 

Mr.    Cuthbert    Cunningham  of 

Cochflbee         .        .        .  .  626  IS  4 

Mr.  Lindsay  of  Bektaoe    •  .  250    1  i 

Bmoe  of  Stainbooae    .  .  6S6  IS  4 

Robert  AtehaMMi  of  Sydeierf  1,141    6  8 

Colonel  Gilbert  Ker   .        .  .  626  13  4 

Hunter  younger  of  Iluntentoun  8S  10  8 

John  Aird  of  MUtoun         .  .  62  IS  4 

Captain  Hutcheson  8S  II  0 

Mr.  Alexander  Nellion  •  86    7  0 

Colonel  Halbert  378   0  0 

John  Shaw  of  Greenhill     .  .  41  16  0 

Ralston  of  that  ilk      .  .  fitf?   0  0 

WiUiam  Adair  of  KinhOt   .  .  504  IS  4 

John  Johnston  in  Glasgow  250  IS  4 

James  Hamilton  there  188    0  C 

There  are  a  good  many  objecdons  gi? en 
in  to  the  council  against  several  of  those 
quotas.  Cunninghamhead,  Craigends,  Glan- 
dcrston,  and  some  others  are  declared  by 
the  council  to  be  free,  and  their  defences 
sustained.  And  the  council  approve  of  the 
rest,  and  renew  their  appointment  upon  the 
committee  to  meet,  and  adjust  the  propor- 
tions of  the  others,  take  further  trial  of  some 
not  cited,  and  report  to  the  council  against 
the  1st  of  I^Iarch  next.  I  do  not  obserre 
any  further  report  in  the  registers,  but  find 
those  sums  were  increased  upon  some,  and 
a  few  added  to  make  up  the  quota.  I  need 
not  insist  upon  the  unreasonableness  of 
attacking  so  many  gentlemen,  a  good  many 
of  them  of  the  first  rank,  and  singular  ht 
probity  and  religion,  for  an  alleged  fault, 
committed  upwards  of  ten  years  ago,  and 
merely  because  they  were  hearty  preshy- 
terians,  and  suspected  to  be  averse  from  the 
courses  entering  upon ;  and  in  a  little  time 
to  fine  most,  if  not  all  of  them,  in  the  act 
of  fines :  those  were  steps  peculiar  to  this 
time. 

As  the  fury  of  this  period  ran  much  against 
gentlemen  who  had  been  active  in  the  work 
of  reformation,  so,  in  a  particular  manner, 
some  of  the  most  eminent  ministers  of  this 
church  must  be  attacked.  The  reverend 
Mr.  Robert  Blair  is  among  the  first.  And 
when  our  new  consecrated  bishops  came 
down,  a  new  and  more  general  storm  conies, 
and  persecution  upon  prcsbyterians  turns 
N«t^  tkW^  I  and  the  prelates  resolve  to  be 
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creator^  was  over  the  state  and  them ;  and 
therefore  they  must  be  rid  of  all  pn»bytcrian 
ministers,  especially  of  such  as  were  too 
hard  for  theui.  Accordingly,  I  find  Mr. 
Kobert  Blair  before  the  council,  towards  the 
beginning  of  the  year.  January  9th,  the 
lord  Bcllcndon,  the  advocate,  and  provost 
of  Edinburgh,  are  appointed  to  examine  all 
the  witnesses  cited  in  Mr.  Robert  Blair's 
case,  and  report.  I  find  no  more  about  him 
till  September  4th,  when,  **  the  macers,  or 
any  of  them,  are  ord<uned  to  bring  the  person 
of  Mr.  Robert  Blair,  late  minister  at  St.  An- 
drews, to  Edinburgh,  betwixt  and  Saturday 
next,  and  secure  his  person  in  the  tolbooth 
till  further  orders.  September  10th,  in- 
formation bong  given  to  the  council,  and 
testificates  produced  from  sure  hands,  that 
Mr.  Robert  Blair  is  under  great  sickness  for 
the  present,  so  that  at  this  time  he  cannot 
travel  nor  be  transported  to  Edinburgh, 
without  the  manifest  hazard  of  his  life :  and 
it  being  represented,  that  he  is  content  to 
qait  the  charge  of  the  ministry  at  St.  An- 
drews, and  for  that  end  he  had  sent  in  his 
presentation,  to  be  disposed  of  at  the 
council's  pleasure ;  which  was  produced  in 
council :  for  all  which  causes,  the  lords  dis- 
pense with  his  imprisonment,  and  declare 
his  place  vacant." 

This  is  all  I  meet  with  in  the  council 
registers  about  Mr.  Blair.  From  other 
papers  I  find,  that  after  their  most  diligent 
search,  nothing  could  be  fixed  upon  against 
this  great  man.*  His  life  is  writ  by  himself 
to  the  year  1638,  and  had  Mr.  Blair  gone 
through  with  it,  I  persuade  myself  it  would 
have  been  one  of  the  best  accounts  of  that 
time  we  could  have  had :  but  there  remain 
only  some  short  hints  by  another  hand,  as 
to  the  last  part  of  this  great  man's  life. 
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•  Mr.  Blair  was  not  a  protentor,  neither  wa^ 
Ik  a  rcsolutionor,  bat  attempted  to  bold  himaelf 
neuter,  and  to  be  a  mediator  between  these 
parties.  Of  course  he  was  not  ho  liable  to  be 
raoght  as  tboae  who  had  explicitly  declared 
themaelTcs  by  joining  in  the  remonstrance, 
which.  In  the  estimation  of  the  court,  was  the 
great  political  crime  of  that  dny,  and  a  crime 
into  which  no  one  who  had  fallen  was  allowed 
to  escape  with  impunity.  On  the  other  hand, 
h«  who  was  known  to  hare  been  a  resolurtoner, 
tf  he  was  not  very  obstinate,  or  altogether  desti- 
tjte  of  friends,  generally  found  means  of  getting 
frflT  with  m  more  lenient  punishment.— JBV. 


From  those  and  other  accounts 
come  to  my  hand,  I  find,  that  Mr. 
Blair,  after  the  imprisonment  of  the  minis- 
ters, August  1660,  and  the  appearance  of 
re-introducing  prelacy  by  the  rescinding  of 
our  former  excellent  laws,  had  a  frrc  and 
yet  cautious  sermon  uijon  1  Peter  iii.  14. 
This  was  most  unfairly  represented  to  the 
council  last  year,  and  he  was  cited  over  to 
Edinbuigh.  The  citation  came  to  hun  on 
Saturday  night  late,  and  resolving  to  obey 
it,  and  foreseeing  he  should  not  return  to 
his  people,  to-morrow,  being  the  last  sabbath 
of  September,  1661,  he  preached  upon  these 
words,  **  Finally  brethren,  farewell,"  &c. 
when  there  was  an  extraordinary  concern 
among  his  hearers.  When  he  came  to  town, 
af^er  some  days,  he  was  examined  by  a  com- 
mittee of  the  council  upon  the  matter  of  his 
sermon,  of  which  he  gave  a  most  distinct 
account.  All  they  did  was  to  confine  him 
to  his  chamber  at  Edinburgh,  where  falling 
ill  for  want  of  the  free  air,  he  had  his  con- 
finement altered  to  the  town  of  Musselburgh. 
There  he  continued  till  September  this  year, 
when  bishop  Sharp,  having  a  mind  to  have 
Mr.  Andrew  Honeyman  planted  in  his  room, 
procured  a  new  order  from  the  council,  and 
a  niacer  was  sent  to  bring  hun  in  prisoner. 
But  the  Lord  ordered  another  messenger  to 
seize  him,  and  he  fell  very  ill  of  a  fit  of  the 
gravel,  and  could  not  come.  And  the  next 
council  day  he  was  under  a  vcr^'  se\'ere 
sickness,  which  was  attested  by  his  phjrsi- 
cians.  Mr.  Blair,  hearing  that  his  charge 
had  been  declared  vacant  the  former  se- 
derunt of  council,  and  the  order  which  the 
macer  brought  designing  him  late  minister 
at  St.  Andrews,  did,  with  the  attestation  of 
his  illness,  send  in  his  [ircsentation,  which 
allayed  their  fury  against  him.  In  some 
time  thereafter  he  procured  liberty  to  reside 
in  Kirkaldy,  where  he  continued  in  very 
much  respect  for  a  considerable  time.  Mean- 
while his  back  friend  the  primate,  vowed  he 
would  harry  that  nest.  And  soon  hi\cr,  the 
order  came  out  discharging  all  presbyterian 
ministers  to  live  in  burghs ;  and  he  removed 
to  Couston.  In  short,  the  true  ground  of 
all  this  trouble  this  excellent  person  met 
with,  was,  the  archbishop  could  not  be  easy 
when  90  g.oot\  a  TDSKV  vi^a  Ttfi»x  \vva\.    Kyv\ 
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1662.   ^^  primate  had  a  particular  quarrel   misAecL    Mr.  Adair  took  a  diflereot  course 


against  Air.  Blair,  because  of  a  free 
and  faithful  admonition  given  him  by  order 
of  the  presbytery,  by  Mr.  Bhiir  and  Mr. 
David  Forret. 

But  the  n|ost  remarkable  prosecution  of 
ministers,  in  the  period  I  am  now  upon,  was 
that  before  the  parliament,  of  Mr.  John 
Carstairs  minister  at  Glasgow,  Mr.  James 
Kaismith  minister  at  Hamilton,  Mr.  Matthew 
Mowat,  and  Mr.  James  Rowat,  ministers  at 
Kilmarnock,  Mr.  Alexander  Blair  minister 
at  Galston,  Mr.  James  Veitch  minister  at 
Mauchlinc,  Mr.  William  Adair  minister  at 
Ayr,  and  Mr.  William  Fullarton  minister  at 
St.  Quivox. 

When  the  bishops  came  down  from  Eng- 
land, it  was  found  necessoxy  to  endeavour  to 
bring  some  of  the  most  eminent  presbyterian 
ministers  in  the  west  country,  where  the 
greatest  aversion  to  prelates  was,  cither  to 
subject  to  the  government  now  set  up,  or  to 
suffer.  Besides  this  general  view  in  this 
prosecution,  several  others  concurred.  Some 
say  that  a  di£K»ence  betwixt  the  chancellor 
and  the  primate  hod  fallen  in,  very  soon 
afler  the  latter  his  coming  down  from  court ; 
and  the  first  designed,  by  this  act  of  zeal  for 
the  bishops,  to  make  up  the  breach.     It  was 


from  his  brethren,  aa  we  shall  hear,  which 
grieved  them  and  many  others.  AIL  of  them 
obey  the  chancellor's  letters,  and  came  to 
Edinburgh.  When  they  appeared  before 
him,  he  threatened  them  severely  for  their 
alleged  dislo}'al  principles,  and  parUcularly 
for  some  expressions,  he  said,  they  had  in 
their  sermons.  They  fully  vindicated  thenn 
selves  in  pomt  of  loyalty,  and  desired  parti- 
cular condescensions  might  be  made,  as  to 
any  thing  blameworthy  in  their  sermons; 
but  no  condescensions  could  be  made.  The 
interview  was  concluded  with  insinuationi, 
that  their  only  way  of  escape  would  be  by 
complying  with  the  bishops  the  king  had  set 
up.  And  when  no  ground  could  be  gained 
that  way,  the  chancellor  commanded  them 
to  stay  at  Edinburgh,  till  the  parliament 
should  meet ;  which  accordingly  they  did. 

When  the  parliament  sat  down,  the  min* 
bters  were  dealt  with  m  private,  and  sll 
methods  were  used  to  bring  them  to  a 
subjection  to  prelacy,  but  in  vain.  Tbe 
managers,  finding  them  fixed  in  their  princi- 
ples, resolved  to  put  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  them ;  and  here  they  imagined  they  hod 
them  under  a  dilemma :  if  they  swore,  ihey 
reckoned  they  were  obliged  to  submit  to  the 


further  pretended,  that  this  treatment  of  so  bishops  now  set  up,  by  virtue  of  tlie 
many  noted  ministers,  would  be  a  good  way  ;  supremacy  contained  in  the  oath ;  and  if 
to  keep  the  west  country  in  awe,  and  |  they  refused,  they  lay  open  to  the  penalties 
prevent  what  they  termed  sedition  and  dis-  <  appointed  by  law,  against  disloyal  and  sedi- 
order,    upon    the   intended    i)arliamentary ;  tious  persons.     All  of  them,  save  Rlr.  Ful- 


cstablishaicnt  of  bishops ;  and  this  was  their 
ordinary  colour  and  pretext  for  many  of  tlicir 
severities.  In  short  Mr.  Carstairs  behoved 
to  preach  no  more  in  so  eminent  a  place  as 
Glasgow,  with  that  freedom  and  plainness, 
as  well  as  caution,  he  used  to  do ;  and  Mr. 
Naisniith  behoved  to  give  way  to  Mr.  James 
Ramsay,  who  was  designed  to  be  dean  of 
Hamilton,  and  assistant  to  the  archbishop. 
Thus  the  chancellor  was  empowered  by  tlie 
council  to  send  letters  to  such  ministers  in 


lorton,  were  cited  before  tlie  parliament,  for 
a  terror  to  the  rest  of  presbyterian  ministers 
who  stood  firm  to  their  principles,  and  to 
fright  them  into  a  subinisdon  to  the  bishops. 
Nothmg  of  a  libel  could  be  formed  from  their 
carriage,  or  any  thing  in  their  sermons ;  and 
therefore,  to  catch  them,  they  are  brouglit 
before  the  lords  of  the  articles,  and,  as 
a  test  of  their  loyalty,  they  are  required  to 
take  and  subscribe  the  oath  of  allegiance,  as 
it  stood  in  the  act  of  parliament.     The  miu- 


the  west  country,  as  he  thought  fit ;  and  by  .  istcrs  desired  time  to  advise,  and  with  diiTi- 


the  advice  of  the  prelates,  and  particularly :  culty  obtained  a  few  days.  Now  they  were 
the  bishop  of  the  Isles,  he  pitched  on  the  [  upon  the  stage,  in  a  matter  which  ver>'  nearly 
above  named.  Mr.  Fullarton  h<id  been  concerned  the  crown  and  kingdom  of  Jesus 
pretty  forward  for  the  public  resolutions,  Christ;  and  being  the  first  presbyterian 
and  had  some  friends  at  Edinburgh,  Oitom^Vv  I  raiivistcra  to  whom  this  oath  was  tendered, 
who6e  interest  he  got  favour,  and  waa  OivaA  v\wj  toivc«Nt\  >^^  q^q3t\m^  ^aad  practice 
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itter  of  no  small  consequence. 
'  they  had  set  some  time  apart, 
of  the  Lord  ligiit,  direction,  and 
this  important  matter,  they  came 
te :  That  if  they  sware  the  oath  as 
without  any  explication,  especially 
octiire,  they  might  be  reckoned 
iliged  to  comply  with  episcopacy, 
act  of  parliament  just  now  made 
titution  of  bishops  runs,  **  Foras- 
he  ordering  and  disposal  of  the 
;oyemment  and  policy  of  the 
th  properly  belong  to  his  majesty, 
rent  right  of  the  crown,  by  virtue 
al  prerogative  and  supremacy  in 
euastical.*'  Upon  the  other  hand, 
gether  refused  the  oath  of  allegi- 
fcared  they  might  be  reckoned 
lawful  subjection  in  civil  things, 
>m  they  heartily  owned  their  law- 
ign. — Upon  the  whole,  they  re- 
tffer  an  explication  of  their  sense 
;er  to  the  legislature,  and  if  it  was 
len  to  take  the  oath  in  that  de- 
ie;  if  not,  cheerfully  to  siiiier, 
hat  case,  they  hoped  would  not 
-doers,  or  dislo}'al  persons,  but 
conscience'  sake.  Next,  it  came  to 
red,  whether  it  was  most  proper 
their  sense  in  writ,  or  verbally, 
it  safest  to  give  it  in  in  writing ; 
lingly,  six  of  them  agreed  to  the 
m  draft,  and  signed  it.  Mr.  Adair 
sign  it,  till  once  the  chancellor 
,  as  it  seems,  he  had  promised  to 
p.  The  rest  judged  this  incon- 
it  any  of  the  managers  should  see 
as  tabled  before  the  parliament, 
of  the  paper  follows. 


mderscribers,  ministers  of  the 
,  being  commanded  on  Monday 
y  the  lord  commissioner  his  grace, 
le  honourable  lords  of  articles,  to 
he  oath  of  allegiance,  do,  from  the 
we  have  of  that  duty  which  lieth 
all  his  majesty's  subjects,  and 
eminently  and  exemplarily  upon 
ers  of  the  gospel,  in  ingenuity  and 
ess,  upon  every  occasion,  to  de- 
their  loyalty  to  his  majesty  bur 
sovereign,  and  in  ol»C(liencr  to 
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your  lordship's  eammnds,  laaa 
heartily  and  cheerfully  acknofp- 
ledge,  that  his  majesty  is  the  only  laiw^ 
fill  supreme  governor,  nnder  God, 
within  this  kingdom ;  and  that  Im  sover- 
eignty reacheth  all  persons,  and  all 
causes,  as  well  ecclesiastic  as  civil, 
having  them  both  for  its  object,  albeit 
it  be  in  its  own  nature  only  chril  and 
extrinsic  as  to  causes  ecclesiastical :  all 
which  we  are  most  willing,  in  testimony 
of  our  loyalty,  to  declare  upon  our 
most  solemn  oath.  And  accordingly, 
upon  that  same  oath,  in  the  foresaid 
sense,  we  declare,  that,  in  testification 
of  our  fmthful  obedience  to  our  most 
gracious  and  undoubted  sovereign, 
Charles  king  of  Great  Britain,  France, 
and  Ireland,  defender  of  the  fiuth,  we 
do  acknowledge  his  majesty  our  said 
sovereign,  the  only  supreme  civil  gover- 
nor of  this  kingdom,  over  all  persons, 
and  in  all  causes ;  and  that  no  foreign 
prince,  power,  state  or  person,  civil  or 
ecclesiastic,  hath  any  jurisdiction,  power 
or  superiority,  over  the  same.  And 
therefore,  we  do  utterly  renounce  and 
forsake  all  foreign  jurisdictions,  powers, 
and  authorities,  and  shall,  at  our  utmost 
power,  defend,  assist,  and  maintain  his 
majesty's  jurisdiction  foresaid,  as  we 
shall  answer  to  God.  Subscribed  at 
Edinburgh,  May  28th,  1662,  by 

"  Messrs.  James  Nasuith, 
Matthew  Mow  at, 
Alexander  Blair, 
John  Cabstairs, 
James  How  at, 
Jaaies  Veitcu." 


Here  the  ministers  explain  the  most  dark 
and  dangerous  part  of  this  oath.  Their  expli- 
cation was  reckoned  a  refosal ;  but  their  very 
enemies  must  grant  it  was  a  respectfiil  and 
conscientious  refusal,  if  it  must  be  one ;  and 
that  they  went  as  far  as  their  light  would 
allow  them,  to  satisfy  the  impo^ers.  But  it 
was  resolved  by  our  prelates,  that  those  six 
ministers  shall  be  either  examples  of  obedi- 
'  ence,  or  suffering.  So,  May  28th,  when 
:  they  are  called  u^on^  aud  ^resewt  tiv^i 
above  vrntlen  V'^v^'^*  *^^  '^^^  \t<^kwcsft^  ^ 
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high  crime.  When  the  ministers 
appeared  before  the  house,  and  the 
chancellor  received  the  paper,  he  observed 
that  Mr.  Adair,  who  was  present  with  the 
rest,  had  not  signed  it ;  ordered  him  presently 
to  remove,  and  I  have  no  more  about  him. 
A«  soon  as  the  declaration  was  read,  there 
were  many  warm  speeches  on  it.  It  was 
arraigned  as  presumption,  and  a  putting  a 
restriction  on  the  oath  framed  by  the  parlia- 
ment, with  many  other  hard  names :  and  the 
six  ministers  straight  committed  to  close 
prison,  three  and  three  of  them  to  one 
chamber,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  their 
health ;  and  nobody  was  permitted  to  have 
access  to  them.  Thus  they  continued  sev- 
eral weeks.  Great  pains  were  taken  to 
prevail  with  them  to  take  up  their  paper, 
and  swear  the  oath  absolutely,  and  as  it 
Etood ;  but  they  remained  unshaken.  Among 
others,  bishop  Leighton  was  sent  in  to  them : 
he  used  all  his  eloquence  and  art,  but  was 
entertained  with  solid  arguments  against  the 
oath,  and  vcr}'  free  checks,  and  a  charge  of 
apostasy  and  deseruon,  and  laying  stumbling- 
blocks  before  his  brethren.  At  length  their 
case  came  to  this  vote,  "  Whether  process 
them  criminally,  or  banish  them  ?"  and  the 
last  carried ;  and,  by  vote  of  parliament,  they 
were  banished  out  of  the  king's  dominions, 
to  bear  conr.pany  with  their  worthy  brethren 
sent  off  last  year.  And  the  time  was  left  to 
the  commissioner  and  council  to  name,  and 
they  continued  in  close  confinement. 

In  some  time,  when  the  conunissioner*s 
rage  was  a  little  cooled,  and  he  and  the  pre- 
l.ites  began  to  reflect  upon  the  consequents 
uf  tijis  warm  procedure,  some  more  sober 
measures  came  to  be  entertained.  Mr. 
Robert  Douglas,  and  some  others,  plainly 
told  the  managers,  that  the  ministers*  paper 
was  sound  and  orthodox,  and  what  the 
whole  reformed  churches  would  heartily 
approve  of  as  their  common  doctrine ;  and 
the  niinisterb*  banishment,  upon  such  a  de- 
claration, would  expose  them  every  where. 
Upon  this,  they  began  to  allow  them  some 
more  liberty;  their  friends  were  permitted 
to  see  thcin,  and  some  of  them  pennitted  to 
go  out  of  town   for  their  health.     Indeed 
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ment,  and*  before  the  8eotence>  Mr.  John 
Carstairs  fell  so  dangerously  iO,  that,  upon 
the  testimony  of  physicians,  be  was  allowed 
to  go  to  Dalkeith  for  his  health ;  and  accord- 
ingly he  escaped  the  sentence*  The  rest 
continued  in  prison  till  the  parliament  was 
up,  and  then  the  commissioner  and  coondl 
were  much  solicited  by  the  prelates,  to 
pronounce  the  sentence.  It  was  put  off  tiD 
the  16th  of  September,  when,  I  find,  the 
council*s  act  runs  as  follows. 

"  Forasmuch  as  the  king's  majesty,  witb 
advice  and  consent  of  the  estates  of  parlia- 
ment, have  pronounced  sentence  against  >Ir. 
James  Nasmith,  minister  at  Hamilton,  Mr. 
Matthew  Mowat,  and  Mr.  James  Rowat, 
ministers  at   Kilmarnock,   Mr.   Alexander 
Blair,  minister  at  Galston,  and  Mr.  James 
Veitch,  minister  at  Mauchlioe^  for  refusing 
to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  leaving  the 
time  thereof  to  his  majesty's  commissioner, 
and    have  remitted    to    the  lords  of  his 
majesty's  privy  council,  the  course  to  be 
taken  with  them  in  the  interim :  and  the  said 
lords  having  taken  the  same  to  their  consid- 
eration, have  thought  fit  to  discharge,  likcas, 
they  hereby  do  discharge   the  forenamed 
persons,  all  further  exercise  of  their  min- 
istry at  the  former  churches  above  mentioned 
respective;  and  declare  the  said  churches 
and  cures  at  the  said  time  to  be  vacant,  and 
ordain   the  said  persons  to  remove  their 
families,  and  to  leave  the  possession  of  tlieir 
manses  and  glebes,  at  Martinmas  next  to 
come ;  withal,  dischar^ng  them  all  residence 
within    the  presbyteries    where    the    said 
churches  lie,  or  within  the  city  of  Glasgow 
or  Edinburgh :   as  also  declare  they  have 
no  right  to  the  stipends  of  the  said  kiHu 
for  this  instant  year,  1662,  and  ordain  the 
macers  of  the  council,  or  any  of  them,  to 
make  intimation  hereof  to  the  said  persons, 
that  none  of  them  pretend  ignorance." — Thus 
the  ministers  got  off  for  a  season :  we  shall 
afterwards  meet  with  several  of  them  under 
new  sufferings ;  and  their  churches  were  va- 
cated to  be  filled  with  the  creatures  of  the 
bishops,  and  this  persecution  did  but  confimi 
the  disciples,  whom  the  prelates  would  have 
taught  with  briers  and  thorns.     This  perso 


their  confwcmcnt  was  so  dose,  and  UcaJL-  \  cwUov\  I  hope,  will  be  owned  to  have  Ixjtn 
went  so  severe,  that  during  lV\dr  cou^ue-^x^V^vv  toxv^d^^^l^^sA\kT^a^.6.\^ 
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le  iBther  that  Sir  George  Mackenzie  durst  |  which  he  did,  and  after  a  handsome    inno 


ot  attempt  to  viiidicate  it.  During  this 
sinoa  of  parliament,  there  were  letters  writ 
>  several  other  ministers  in  the  south  and 
to  come  in  to  Edinburgh,  as  we  shall 
afterwards  in  Mr.  Thomas  Wylie's 
when  it  comes  in  before  the  council  at 
Hasgow,  in  October.  Bat  finding  the  con- 
tancy  of  these  just  now  spoken  of,  the  pro- 
Bcution  was  put  off,  and  this  matter  loft  to 
be  council  to  manage  after  the  parliament 

fja  un. 

I  find  likewise  the  lord  Lorn,  eldest  son 
o  the  late  marquis  of  Argj'le,  whom  we 
liall  afterwards  meet  with  more  than  once, 
fas  sisted  before  this  session  of  parliament, 
Cbe  pretended  reason  of  this  was  some  let- 
cr£  he  wrote  down  to  his  friends  from  Lon- 
lon,  which  were  intercepted,  or  some  way 
IT  other  came  to  Middleton's  hands;  but 
he  real  design  was  to  make  way  for  Middle- 
on's  access  to  the  estate,  titles,  and  juris- 
hctions  of  that  family,  wherein,  as  in  many 
ither  of  his  projects,  he  was  baulked  by 
Lauderdale. 

In  June  the  commissioner  informed  the 
jurljament,  that  the  lord  Lorn,  now  at  Lon- 
ion,  had  both  spoken  and  written  against 
he  proceedings  of  this  supreme  meeting. 
rbe  most,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  that  was  in 
lis  letter,  was  some  free  expressions  about 
he  procedure  last  year  against  his  excellent 
ather,  and  some  tacit  insinuations  of  private 
riews  in  the  designed  act  of  fines.  How- 
nrer,  the  parliament,  at  the  pressing  instances 
if  the  commissioner,  find  his  speech  and 
ictiona  treasonable.  Accordingly,  June 
{4th,  they  sent  up  an  information  upon  this 
iffiiir  to  the  king,  which  I  have  not  seen, 
nth  thdr  desire  that  the  said  lord  Lorn 
nay  be  immediately  secured  and  sent  down 
o  them,  to  abide  his  trial.  The  king  was 
ileaaed  to  grant  their  desire,  and  caused  him 
ind  my  lord  Lauderdale  bail  for  him,  that 
le  should  compear  before  the  parliament  in 
Fuly.  Probably  the  king  scarce  expected 
h^  would  push  matters  so  far  as  they  did, 
ir  if  they  did,  he  knew  how  to  stop  the 
sxecation  of  the  sentence.  My  lord  came 
lofwn  to  Edinburgh,  July  1 7th  :  and  such 
irat  their  haste,  that  he  was  immediately 
imr^cd  toap|>ear  that  aftcmoou  at  the  bar; 


speech,  lie  was  committed  close 
prisoner  to  the  castle.  I  know  no  more 
of  his  process,  but  that,  August  26th,  he 
received  sentence  of  death  for  his  trea- 
sonable speeches  and  writings  against  the 
fiariiament,  to  have  his  head  severed  fix>m 
his  body,  and  his  lands,  goods,  and  estate 
to  be  forfeited.  The  time  of  execution 
is  remitted  to  the  king;  and  he  was  sent 
back  to  the  castle  close  prisoner.  We 
shall  afterwards  find  a  remission  granted 
him.  And  the  parliament  go  on  against 
some  of  the  friends  of  that  noble  family, 
and  September  3d,  Campbell  of  Ardkinglas, 
and  Campbell  of  Ormsay,  fugitives  from  the 
last  session  of  parliament,  are  now  forfeited 
in  absence,  and  declared  traitors  for  some 
alleged  crimes  against  gentlemen  of  the  name 
of  Lamont,  I  know  not  how  long  ago.  Their 
forfeiture  was  intimated  at  the  Cross  of 
Edinburgh ;  and  George  Campbell,  sheriff- 
depute  of  Argyle,  was  about  the  same  time 
declared  fugitive.  I  only  name  these,  that 
the  reader  may  have  some  view  of  the  tem- 
per of  this  period  I  am  giving  the  history  of. 
I  shall  conclude  this  section  by  observing 
that  Mr.  James  Hamilton,  Mr.  George 
Hutcheson,  and  Mr.  John  Smith,  ministers 
of  Edinburgh,  were  silenced,  and  deposed 
by  the  parliament  for  not  giving  obedience  to 
their  bishop ;  and  it  was  intimate  to  the  rest 
of  the  ministers  of  Edinburgh,  that  they 
were  to  meet  with  the  same  punishment  and 
censure,  if  they  did  not  without  delay  sub- 
mit to  their  ordinary :  but  not  having  seen 
the  unprinted  act,  I  shall  say  no  more  of  it 
till  we  find  them  before  the  council  in  the 
following  section. 

SECT.  V. 

Of  the  sufferingt  of  prcsbyierian  miniiitrSj 
gentlemen,  and  others^  after  the  parliament 
rose,  to  the  end  of  this  year,  1662. 

In  this  period  now  before  me,  the  severities 
against  presbyterian  ministers  and  others 
grow  very  much,  and  a  good  many  panicular 
ministers  from  ail  the  comers  of  the  church 
are  sisted  before  the  council,  and  hardly 
enough  dealt  by^  to  ^ralVT^  iW  vwc«  >aN6!l^ 


{ 
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.^^    pralatos.    Wc   have   already  had  the  said  town,  and  make  didr  randencc 
the   more  general  proceedings  of 
the  council  towards  the  close  of  this  year. 


elsewhere  af.  Hntimnas  nexc.** 
Thb  ac<  of  pariiaiiieoty  with  rehtfion  to 
•od  now  I  come  to  the  detail  of  the  parti-  i  the  miniaterBof  Edinbuigh,  I  have  not  seen: 
cidar  processes  against  ministers  and  others,  I  but  it  is  plain  from  the  fourth  printed  act  of 
much  in  the  order  they  lie  in  the  council  |  this  parliament,  that  ministers  were  per- 
mitted to  continue  in  their  charges  till  their 
nonattendance   on    the    Inshope'  diocessn 
meeting;  yet  a  singular  method  is  taken 
with  the  ministers  of  Edinburgh  before  ths 
time  of  that ;  and  the  council  banish  then 
from  the  city  and  place  where  they  had 
exercised  their  ministry^  and  deprive  them 
not  only  of  their  legal  maintenance,  but,  ss 
far  as  they  can,  of  the  company,  comfort 
and  compassion  of  their  flocks,  when  desd- 
tute  of  all  other  support.     This  appesn 
both  illegal,  and  beyond  the  act  of  parlia- 
ment, and  cruel,  and  b  a  prelude  to  the 
Mile  acts  a  coming.    We  shall  have  frequect 
occasion  to  notice,  that  the  council  in  thii 
period  assume  a  parliamentary  power,  and 
either  enlai^  or  go  beyond  the  penalties 
inflicted  by  the  parliament,  or  anticipate 
most  of  the  acts  to  be  made,  and  make  m 
experiment  how  they  will  take,  before  they 
are  enacted  by  the  parliament.     Not  onlj 
are  the  ministers  turned  out  from  their 
office  and  benefice,  but  tossed  up  and  down 
with  their  innocent  fiunilies,  at  this  season 
of  the  year:  and  all  this  upon  no  other 
crime  save  their  nonsubjection  to  prelates, 
which  office  in  conscience  they  judged  un- 
scriptural  and  so  unlawfuL     Sure  our  prclat- 
ical  writers  cannot  say,  those  excellent  per- 
sons and  their  good  families  were  thus  treated 
for  rebellion  and  resistance.     What  impu- 
dence then  was  it  for  Sir  Geoi^  Mackenzie 
to  say  in  his  "  Vindication,"  ^  that  the 
governors  of  that  time  might  truly  and 
boldly  say,  that  no  man  in  Scotland  ever 
suffered  for  his  religion!"      Accordingly, 
the  ministers  of  Edinburgh  had  this  act  in- 
timate to  them,  and  submitted.     Mr.  Kobert 
Trail  had  withdrawn  some  little  time  before, 
and  we  shall  meet  with  him  before  the 
council  just  now ;  only  Bifr.  Robert  Lawrie 
by  the  common  people  called  **  the  Nest- 
egg,"  conformed,  and  as  a  reward  got  first 
the  deanery  of  Edinbui^,  and  then  the  small 
bishopric  of  Brcdiin,  which  he  possessed 


books. 

When  the  parliament  is  up,  the  council 
&}[  about  their  work  of  harassing  pre5by» 
terians;  and  because  people,  when  persecute 
in  the  country,  sometimes  came  into  Edin- 
bur^,  where  they  lurked  more  easily,  to 
prevent  this  they  make  the  following  order. 
— September  16th,  "  Information  being 
given,  that  many  disaffected  persons  to  his 
majesty  do  daily  and  continually  resort  and 
haunt  to  the  burgh  of  Edinbui^h,  the  lords 
of  his  majesty's  privy  council  do  order  and 
command  the  magistrates  of  the  said  burgh, 
to  cause  all  their  bui^gesses,  vintnen,  inn- 
keepers, and  all  other  inhabitants  thereof, 
to  give  notice  to  them,  or  such  as  they  shall 
appoint,  of  all  such  persons  as  are  lodged  or 
harboured  by  them  every  evening,  and  that 
under  such  pains  and  penalties  as  the  said 
magistrates  shall  think  fit  to  inflict." 

Tliat  same  day  they  attack  the  ministers 
of  Edinburgh,  and  pass  the  following  act 
with  relation  to  them.  "  Consideration 
being  taken,  that  by  an  act  of  the  last  ses- 
sion of  parliament,  Mr.  James  Hamilton, 
Mr.  .Tohn  Smith,  and  Mr.  George  Hutche- 
Bon,  are  discharged  from  any  further  excr^ 
cise  of  their  ministry  within  the  town  of 
Edinburgh,  and  their  places  declared  vacant; 
and  that  all  the  other  ministers  within  the 
town,  who  shall  not,  betwixt  and  the  first 
of  October  next  to  comc^  own  and  acknow- 
ledge the  present  government  of  the  chureh, 
and  concur  in  the  discipline  thereof,  are  also 
discharged  from  any  further  exercise  of  the 
ministry  within  the  said  town,  after  the  said 
chiy.  And  finding  it  not  fit  that  those,  who 
upon  such  an  account  are  removed  fit>m  the 
ministry,  shall  reside  in  the  town;  there- 
fore the  lords  of  council  ordain  the  magis- 
trates of  Edinburgh  to  make  intimation  to 
the  said  Messre.  Hamilton,  Smith,  and 
Hutcheson,  and  to  all  such  others  of  their 
ministers,  as  shall  not  betwixt  and  the  first 
day  of  OcU)ber  next,  give  satisfaction  there- 


MutiU  that  they  remove  tlicmscVvcs  CorvYv  oV  y\m\  ci  ^Etfjcx.  voeua^  and  died  under  Uuit 


p.  ni.] 

1^  so  bitter  a  monel  was  a  biihopric  to 
of  them,  that,  a  little  before  his  death 
inburgh,  he  dischaiged  the  bellman  to 
m  by  the  dnngnation  of  bishop,  but 
d  himself  to  be  cried  late  minister  of 
uigh. 

ore  I  leave  this  melancholy  ejection  of 
oy  worthy  men,  and  bright  lights  in 
:y  of  Edinbuigh,  let  me  add  the  reve- 
klr.  Robert  Douglas's  reflections  upon 
Msoont  of  this  step  of  the  managers.— 
iqg  ministers  are  in  the  prelates*  way, 
oust  be  laid  aside.  Some  are  banished, 
sentenced  to  be  banished,  but  the  act 
It  in  execution ;  and  some  are  confined. 
ise  the  ministers  of  Edinbuigh  are  in 
eat  city,  they  must  be  first  dealt  with 
re  obedience  to  the  acts  made  for 

Hie  commissioner  sent  for  me;  and  he 
le  chancellor  being  alone  in  a  room,  I 
rid  we  must  speak  with  the  bbhop.  I 
d  to  know  their  meaning;  for  wise 
lad  an  end  in  all  their  actings  and  coro- 
I.  Then  it  was  told  me,  the  end  was 
lerely  to  speak  to  the  bishop,  but  to 
uid  acknowledge  him.  I  answered,  I 
dear  I  could  not  do  that,  and  since 
md  called  me,  I  took  it  to  be  my  duty 
I  fireedom.  I  wished  they  might  be 
sparing  in  what  they  did ;  they  were 
I  up  men  who  would  tread  upon  them, 
y  had  done  in  former  times.  After  a 
silence  the  chancellor  said.  We  will 
care  to  keep  them  from  that.  I  an- 
dy  It  is  impossible  to  keep  those  men 
,  they  will  domineer  over  noblemen 
U  as  ministers ;  and  they  both  found 
The  chancellor,  before  he  fell  sick, 
d  a  worthy  gentleman  to  tell  me  that 
a  true  prophet,  and  Bfiddleton  said 
ike.  I  might  tell  that  without  pro- 
,  for  the  nature  of  the  preferment  leads 

I  a  little  time  three  of  the  ministers  of 
ufgh,  Messrs.  James  Hamilton,  John 
,  and  Oeoige  Hutcheson,  are  required 
nowledge  the  bishop,  or  remove  ftom 
charges;  and  they  choosed  rather  to 
than  sin.  After  their  removal,  Mr. 
as  Garvan,  Mr.  John  Stirling^  and 
Q  aat  still  for  a  short  time:  their 
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removal  was  in  Angust,  we  preached  ttuta 
not  long  after  I  but  are  changed  to 
acknoiKdedge  the  bishop,  and  confer  with 
hnn,  before  the  first  of  October,  or  else  to 
remove  oat  of  Edinbuigh  with  our  fewnliftf. 
What  was  acted  in  parliament  is  followed 
out  by  the  secret  council,  for  they  chaige  na 
beforehand  to  remove  upon  that  day ;  and 
upon  the  very  first  of  October,  a  maoer 
came  to  every  one  of  us,  and  charged  us  and 
our  fimiilies  out  of  the  town." 

Mr.  Douglas  subjoins  a  short  vindicatioa 
of  the  mmisters,  as  to  their  cbing  so  little  in 
opposition  to  episcopacy,  and  obaervea, 
**  They  dealt  with  the  king,  supplicated  the 
parliament;  that  to  show  their  detestation 
of  it,  they  preached  against  it,  and,  when 
called,  suffered  for  not  submitting  to  it ;  and 
that  is  all  that  is  in  the  examples  of  the 
prophets.  James  v.  10.  **  Take,  my  brethren, 
the  prophets  who  have  spoken  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord,  for  an  example  of  sufiering  and 
of  patience."  We  have  spoken  and  sufoed  | 
and  if  any  say  we  should  have  stayed,  not* 
withstanding  of  the  parliament's  inhibition, 
and  preached,  I  understand  it  not.  The 
Apostles  were  persecuted  from  city  to  city; 
and  in  the  primitive  times  godly  men,  when 
obliged  to  it,  removed  firom  one  place  to 
another.  I  look  upon  the  conunands  of  the 
parliament  as  a  phj'sical  impediment  and 
restraint,  and  such  who  speak  otherways 
reflect  upon  the  banished." 

To  return  to  the  subject  of  this  chapter, 
I  find  no  particular  persons  before  the 
council  till  their  meeting  at  Glasgow,  Octo- 
ber 1st,  where  they  grant  a  commission  to 
some  persons  to  be  nominate  by  the  com- 
missioner to  take  James  Campbell,  some- 
tune  of  Ardkin^as,  and  James  Campbdl, 
sometime  of  Ormsay,  declared  traitors,  to 
pursue  them  and  their  complices,  take  in 
forts,  raie  houses,  &c.  in  the  conunon  fcrm 
of  commissions  of  fire  and  sword,  as  thety  are 
ordinarily  called.  And  further,  they  order 
letters  of  intercommuning  against  them. 

After  they  have  passed  the  fbrementioned 
act,  they  come  to  make  two  acts,  one  against 
Mr.  Donald  Cargill,  and  the  other  against 
Mr.  Thomas  Wylie,  and  they  did  not  more 
at  Glasgow.  I  transcribe  them  as  they 
stand  in  the  re^atera. 


300  THE  HISTORY  OF  TUE  SUFP£IUN<I8  [bOOK  I. 

IMS      ^  Information  being  given,  that  Mr.    to  him  persouallyp  or  afc  hii  dweUii^-hoiuc, 
Donald  Cargill,mini8terofthebarony    or  at  the  maiket  crois  of  Kirkouibnghty  or 
diurch  at  Glasgow,  has  not  only  disobeyed  the    parish  church  where  he  livean*' 


acts  cf  parliament  for  kee^nng  an  anniversary 
day  of  thanksgiving  for  his  majeaty^s  happy 
restoration,  and  for  obtaining  a  lawful  pre- 
sentation and  collation  from  the  archbishop 
of  Glasgow,  before  the  20th  of  September 
last,  but  that  also  his  carriage  hath  been  se- 
ditious, and  that  he  hath  deserted  the  ik>ck, 
to  their  great  prejudice  by  want  of  the 
ordinances:  therefore  the  lords  of  council 
declare  the  foresaid  church  to  be  vacant, 
and  at  the  disposal  of  the  lawful  patron. 
And,  for  avoiding  the  inconveniences  that 
may  follow  by  his  residing  at  Glasgow,  or 
places  near  adjacent,  they  command  and 
chaige  the  said  Mr.  Donald  Cargill  not  to 
reside  in  any  place  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river  of  Tay,  and  to  cause  transport  his 
family  and  what  l)cIong8  to  him  out  of  the 
town  of  Glasgow,  before  the  first  of  Novem- 
ber next  to  come :  with  certification,  that  if 
he  be  found  to  contravene,  and  be  seen  on 
this  side  of  Tay,  he  shall  be  apprehended, 
imprisoned,  and  proceeded  ogainst  as  a  se- 
ditious person.  And  ordain  these  presents 
to  be  intimate  to  him  personally,  or  at  his 
dwelling  place,  or  at  the  market  cross  of 
Glasgow,  and  parish  kirk  where  he  lives, 
th»it  he  pretend  not  ignorance." 

We  shall  afterward  meet  with  this  pious 
and  zealous  minister,  in  the  progress  of  this 
history,  a  mart}T  for  the  truth.  And  shortly 
a  good  many  of  his  fellow  servants  are  sent 
to  north  side  of  Tay,  as  well  as  he,  where 
they  did  service  by  their  preaching  and 
conversation.  The  deserting  of  his  flock, 
here  spoken  of^  is  his  withdrawing  from  a 
party  of  soldiers  who  were  about  to  take 
him  into  Edinburgh,  and  his  sedition  is  to 
be  understood  of  his  faithful  preaching 
against  the  sins  of  this  time. 

Mr.  Thomas  Wylie  follows  next ;  and  I 
shall  first  give  his  case  as  it  stands  in  the 
registers,  and  then  his  sufferings  this  year, 
from  an  account  before  me  under  his  own 
hand.  In  the  council  books  follows,  **  The 
like  act  made  agmnst  Mr.  Thomas  Wylie, 
minister  at  Kirkcudbright,  who  hath  desert- 
ed  his  iiockf  and  contravened  the  foresaid 
Mcts  of  parliament,  which  is  to  be  lutknatevX 


I  come  now  to  give  aoiiie  account  of  this 
excellent  person's  hardahipai  since  the  end 
of  May  this  year,  from  his  own  papers^ 
wherein  he  records  some  very  remarkable 
providences,  and  answers  of  pmyer  he  net 
with  when  under  his  hiding  and  wanderinga^ 
too  long  to  be  here  insert.  Mr.  Wylie  and 
the  whole  brethren  of  that  presbytery  con- 
tinued preaching,  and  to  keep  their  presby« 
teries,  notwithstanding  of  the  acts  made 
against  their  meeting,  and  Mr.  Wylie  was 
the  person  the  managers  had  their  eje 
chiefly  upon  in  that  country,  lie  laid  hit 
account  with  troubles  a  coming,  and  was 
earnestly  desirous  to  have  the  sacrament 
of  the  supper  dispensed  to  his  people  before 
the  cloud  came  on.  The  Lord  granted  his 
and  the  people's  earnest  prayer:  and  June 
8th,  he  had  his  first  day  of  distribution  d 
the  sacrament ;  for  he  had  so  many  com- 
municants, and  such  niunbcrs  joined  with 
him,  that  they  could  not  all  communicate 
in  one  day.  Afber  sermon  on  Monday  be 
had  a  letter  signifying  that  the  whole  pres- 
bytery of  Kirkcudbright  was  to  be  cited  in 
to  Edinburgh,  for  keeping  presby  terial  meet- 
ings, which  much  troubled  him :  yet  he  went 
on  in  his  design  to  give  next  Lord*8  day  the 
Supper  to  his  people  who  had  not  partici- 
pate. On  the  Friday  he  received  certain 
accounts,  that  only  himself,  Mr.  Robert 
Fergusson,  Mr.  Adam  Kae,  Mr.  John 
M^Michan,  and  Mr.  John  Wilkie,  were  to 
be  sent  for  by  a  party,  and  they  were  very 
soon  to  be  at  them.  However,  with  an  c)'e 
to  Providence,  he  resolved  to  go  on  in  the 
designed  solemnity,  and  they  had  Saturday, 
Sunday,  and  Monday,  quiet  and  free  of  dis- 
traction. But  on  Monday,  when  at  dinner, 
they  were  alarmed  with  accounts  that  the 
party  were  to  be  in  town  that  night :  the 
ministers,  Mr.  Wylie's  helpers,  advised  him 
to  remove ;  which  he  did  afler  the  gentleman 
who  brought  the  account  told  him,  the 
party  had  letters  to  the  other  four,  but 
orders  to  apprehend  him,  and  bring  him  in. 
Tuesday  at  twelve  of  the  clock,  the  party 
came  straight  to  his  house,  and  searched  it 
\  mlVv  \.W  >\\.\!Q»&t  exactness  for  him.    Mr. 
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Wylie  thought  it  conyenient  to  more  the 
nMMt  secret  way  he  could  into  Edinbui^, 
and  met  with  many  remarkable  providencea 
md  answers  of  prayer  by  the  way ;  and  when 
lie  came  there,  he  found  that  ill  impressions 
tiad  been  given  of  him  to  the  managers ;  and 
there  was  no  getting  out  of  their  hands 
iHthout  taking  the  oath,  and  therefore  was 
■esolved  to  retire  from  the  storm,  till  he 
ihould  see  if  their  rage  against  him  calmed. 
He  left  Edinbuigh  on  Saturday  undis- 
covered ;  and,  after  some  stay  in  a  friend's 
KMise,  he  drew  up  a  vindication  and  suppli- 
stion  to  be  presented,  if  need  were,  to  the 
Domniisbioner.  He  wandered  up  and  down 
irawing  toward  home,  near  to  which  he 
»me,  Saturday,  June  28,  and  heard  that 
Mtlers  were  left  by  the  party  to  the  magis- 
rates  of  Kirkcudbright  to  seize  him  as  soon 
IS  he  was  returned. 

He  continued  under  bis  hiding  the  whole 
nonth  of  July,  when  he  had  new  and  won- 
ierful  experiences  of  God*8  special  interposi- 
ion,  in  his  providence,  in  his  behalf,  and  that 
sren  as  to  his  outward  worldly  afiairs.  He 
icard  from  the  rest  of  the  brethren,  who 
irent  into  Edinburgh  upon  the  letters  re- 
eved, and  waited  upon  the  commissioner 
It  Holyrood-house,  which  was  the  purport 
3f  their  letters ;  that  the  commissioner  was 
avil  to  them,  and  wondered  Mr.  Wylie 
same  not  in,  and  promised  him  free  access  to 
Inm  when  he  came.  Whereupon,  towards 
die  end  of  July,  his  wife  Mrs.  Wylie  went 
into  Edinbui^  with  letters  from  her 
busbend,  a  new  supplication,  and  instructions 
bow  to  present  it,  with  a  vindication  of  his 
procedure,  for  the  former  had  not  been 
made  nse  of.  In  some  weeks  his  wife 
returned  from  Edinburgh,  and  acquainted 
him  that  she  had  been  three  times  with  the 
commissioner;  that  his  grace  assured  her, 
his  life  should  not  be  in  hazard,  and  offered 
this  under  his  hand  if  she  pleased ;  that  he 
had  given  liberty  to  the  other  four  ministers 
to  return  home,  and  visit  their  families,  and 
contimie  a  month,  with  an  express  charge 
not  to  preach,  and  after  that  required  them 
to  return  lo  Edinbui^;  that  he  allowed 
Mr.  Wylie  the  same  liberty,  with  express 
conation  that  he  should  not  come  near  the 
town  of  Kirkcudbright;  but  my  lord  Ken- 
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mure  prevailed  to  get  that  taken  off:    .^-g 
and  BO  he  returned  home  till  the 
SOth  of  September. 

When  he  with  the  other  four  ministers 
went  into  Edinburgh,  the  commissioner 
being  on  his  progress  to  the  west,  they  had 
not  access  to  him,  and  returned  to  Galloway, 
We  have  heard  of  the  act  of  council  at 
Ola^ow ;  and  it  was  hard  enough  to  send 
him  and  his  family  to  the  north  side  of  Tay 
by  the  first  of  November,  without  ever 
hearing  him,  and  when  he  had  come  in  to 
Edinburgh  to  be  heard  according  to  concert. 
However  his  wife,  being  in  the  west  country 
through  the  interposition  of  my  lady  Coch- 
ran,  obtained  a  mitigation  of  the  sentence 
from  the  commissioner,  the  account  of  which 
came  to  him  before  the  act  nt  Glasgow  was 
intimate  to  him,  which  was  not  till  October 
20th.  October  2  Ist,  the  commissioner  came 
to  Kirkcudbright,  and  Mr.  Wylie  waited  on 
him,  and  found  his  anger  much  abated.  The 
commissioner  discoiu^ed  him  upon  the  cov- 
enant, church  government,  and  several  mat- 
ters of  fact,  and  professed  his  regard  to  him« 
but  as  a  friend  advised  him  to  remove  with 
his  family  as  soon  as  possible ;  told  him  that 
he  was  loaded  with  reports,  and  would  be  so 
as  long  as  he  stayed  in  Kirkcudbright,  or 
was  in  the  west  country.  He  promised  to 
do  his  best  to  get  him  allowance  to  stay  on 
this  side  of  Forth ;  and  desired  him  to  wait 
on  the  coundl  Tuesday  come  a  fortnight; 
which  Mr.  Wylie  did,  but  got  nothing  done. 
At  that  time  the  commissioner  told  him, 
that  the  council  were  yet  averse ;  but  desired 
him  to  bring  his  family  to  Lothian,  and  he 
would  see  what  might  be  done  for  him. 

In  the  end  of  November,  Mr.  Wylie 
brought  his  family  to  Leith  in  a  great  storm 
of  frost.  When  he  came  to  Edinburgh,  he 
found  that  his  name  was  in  a  list  with  Messrs. 
Livingstone,  Trail,  Carstairs,  Dunlop,  and  a 
good  many  others,  who  were  to  have  the 
oath  tendered  to  them;  and  upon  their 
refusal  to  be  banished.  Lipon  the  Ist  of 
December,  he  waited  on  the  commissioner, 
who  stopt  his  citation  at  that  time,  and  in 
some  days  thereafter  had  a  long  conversa- 
tion with  Mr.  Wylie,  and  pressed  him  to 
declare  himself  against  defensive  arms ;  but 
espcdaUy  ixvmlcd  \y^tv>K\&  \sfiuKi%^^  t^ns^x^ 
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1662  ^^^^^  ^"  ^^^^  offered  to  take 
with  an  explication.  This  the  com- 
missioner peremptorily  refused,  and  jet  ex- 
pressed his  great  kindness  for  him,  and  dis- 
missed him  by  saying,  well,  Mr.  Wylie,  I  shall 
give  you  time  enough  to  think  upon  it.  Tlius 
far  I  have  given  thb  excellent  man's  case  this 
year  from  his  own  papers,  and  from  it  we 
may  understand  the  case  of  many  ministers 
at  this  time. 

I  find  subjoined  to  this  account  some 
grievances  under  Mr.  Wylie's  hand,  written 
at  this  time ;  and  they  contain  sevefal  mat- 
ters of  fiict,  which  tend  to  set  the  present 
state  of  things  in  this  church  in  thor  due 
light :  and  I  apprehend  they  were  designed 
to  be  put  in  some  paper  he  was  to  have 
presented  to  the  king,  or  some  who  were 
most  fiftvourable  about  him ;  and  therefore, 
though  they  are  but  the  first  draught,  and 
would  no  doubt  have  been  put  in  better 
form  if  presented,  I  have  added  them  here. 

Grievances,  16C2-3. 

**  1.  That  free  access  should  be  debarred  to 
present  our  grievances  to  his  majesty,  ex- 
cept in  a  way  that  is  unfeasible,  and  scars 
men  from  expressing  them. 

"  2.  That  the  government  of  the  church 
should  be  changed  from  that  form  which  the 
generality,  both  of  ministers  and  people 
within  the  kingdom,  judge  to  be  of  divine 
institution,  which  has  been  established  by 
many  wholesome  laws,  which  the  land  has 
been  in  an  universal  enjoyment  and  exercise 
of  and  under  which  error,  heresy,  super- 
stition, and  profanity  has  been  discounte- 
nanced, timously  discovered,  censured,  and 
suppressed,  unto  a  new  form,  which  the 
generality  look  upon  as  merely  of  human 
institution,  imposed  upon  political  consider- 
ations, under  which  error,  superstition,  and 
profanity  in  former  times  abounded,  and 
with  which,  at  this  present  time,  profiinity  is 
springing  up  to  so  great  a  height  already;  so 
that  the  generality  in  the  land  are  as  barbar- 
ous in  inhumanity,  and  brutish  in  impiety,  as 
were  once  our  forefathers  in  their  heathenish 
paganism,  and  diu-kness. 

"3.  That  this  change  should  be  carried 
on,  »nd  closed  in  an   arbitrary  way,  and 
imposed  ajwa  tlic  church,  without  any  ^t^ 
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▼ious  coDBultatiQii,  not  to  wpewk  of  a  ooi^ 
dusioii,  had  by  her  in  €fanrefa-jnflie«torie» 
and  especially  in  her  general  aaacmbliesi 
whereby  the  affection  or  dimffgrtion  to  the 
change,  would  have  been  bok  clearly  evident 
*'4^  That  general  acta  relating  to  ndnisCcfi 
should  be  emitted  by  pariiament,  not  clev 
and  full,  but  ambiguoua  and  dark,  and  that 
without  any  penal  statute  or  certificatkia; 
and  that  the  council,  without  any  knowa 
warrant,  ihcnld,  by  their  after-acts,  enhage 
the  meanii^  of  pariimentaiy  acts,  statute 
the  penalty,  and  instantly  apply  it  to  hoa* 
dreds  of  ministen  through  the  kii^dom,  ere 
ever  they  have  known  whether  thej  hate 
been  in  culpa,  or  tranagressora  of  any  lav 
or  not:  whereby  it  conies  to  pass,  thit 
with  one  unexpected  blow,  hundreds  of 
congregations  are  Imd  waste,  to  the  great 
grief  and  prejudice  of  thousands  of  aouk. 

**  5.  That  letters  should  be  sent  by  pe^ 
sons  in  highest  trust  under  his  majestj, 
requiring  worthy  ministers  of  the  gospel  to 
repair  to  the  said  persons  at  Edinbur^v 
,  where  they  are  at  the  time,  and  to  spesk 
I  with  them  of  business  of  importance,  to  be 
I  communicate    at   meetii^ :    which    letten 
'  seem  to  import,  to  candid  and  wdl-meaa- 
.  ing  men,  that  nothing  is  intended  but  a 
,  friendly  craving  of  counsel  and  advice  ia 
._  those  businesses  of  importance ;  whereupon 
j  the  ministers,  in  dutiful  obedience  to  the 
magistrate,  have,  without  regard  to  pains  or 
expense,  repaired  to  the  said  honourable 
'  persons ;  and  yet,  upon  their  appearance, 
have  found  nothing  of  what  the  letters,  seat 
to  them,  seemed  to  import ;  but  are  poaed 
with   ensnaring  and  entangling  questions, 
j  and  put  under  restraint  not  to  pass  off  the 
town,  and  delayed  Gcom  time  to  time,  until 
they  have  been  wearied  and  ootspent  in 
attendance;  yea,  though  offering  just  satis- 
faction, imprisoned,  or  otherwise  sentenced. 
And  some  so  called  upon,  though  liberate  to 
return  to  their  families,  yet  disdiarged,  by  paiw 
ticular  persons  in  dvU  trust,  to  preach,  with- 
out any  sentence  of  a  judicatory :  so  that  be 
this  practique,  several  ministers  with  their 
families  have  been  put  to  hard  suffering,  and 
their  congregations  robbed  of  ordinances 

**  6.  That  there  should  be  a  citation  ot 
^\fsn2L  moivx  ^HStk£al  and  loyal  miaister^ 
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ndktm  omm  pariicMian,  to  appear  before 
be  ooondl,  charged  as  persons  suspected 
if  disloyalty,  without  giving  the  least  pre- 
nmption  as  a  ground  of  suqxdon,  and  then 
he  oath  presented,  as  a  test  and  touchstone; 
ipoa  the  'refusal  of  which,  in  the  general 
MDprehensive  terms,  (though  subscriptions 
le  heartily  offered,  with  an  explication  of 
he  meaning,  according  to  what  the  council 
beiiiselves  profess  to  be  the  only  sense  of 
ha  oath)  yet  is  all  such  explanation  refused, 
nd  honest  men,  most  loyal  to  their  prince. 


**  7.  That  when  sentences  are  thus  passed 
honest  men,  they  should  press  them, 
pain  of  imprisonment,  to  subscribe, 
hot  betwixt  and  sudi  a  day,  they  shall  pass 
IT  the  country,  and  never  return  on  pain  of 
eatb:  a  practice,  as  it  is  unusual,  so  it 
H^  be  involving  to  honest  men  in  inextri- 
able  difficulties. 

**  8.  That  some  should  be  discharged 
raaehing,  and  charged  to  leave  their  con- 
rogations,  at  the  commisfdoner  his  pleasure, 
ad  without  the  sentence  of  any  judicatory, 
nd,  for  any  thing  known  to  the  party  or 
thefiy  without  any  alleged,  let  be  just, 


*  0.  That  some  are  sentenced  by  the 
oondl  upon  mere  information,  without  dta- 
ioB,  vrithout  process,  for  trial  of  the  verity 
nd  truth  of  the  information,  to  remove  with 
beir  whole  famUy,  in  the  wmter  season, 
bofe  100  miles  from  their  congregation  and 
lace  of  residence^  with  peremptory  certifica- 
KNi  of  imprisonment,  and  indictment  upon 

in  case  of  contravening;  which 
the  party,  to  his  great  loss,  and 
of  his  young  chOdren,  to  take  upon 
■n  ft  long  journey  in  the  stormy  winter. 

*  la  That  letters  should  be  sent  to 
inistcra,  with  a  party  of  soldiers  under 
MBnniid,  requiring  the  ministers  to  repaur 
Bto  Edinbuf)^,  and  immediately  af^  to 
Mjrrood^bonse,  to  speak  with  the  com- 
siaionfr  of  business  of  importance;  and 
8t  the  leader  of  the  party  to  be  expressly 
istnicted,  personally  to  apprehend  one  of 
icm  to  whom  the  letters  were  directed, 
id  blatantly  to  cany  him  as  a  prisoner  to 
lAibufgh.  The  va4ty  of  which,  though 
mre  were  no  more  to  make  it  out,  appears 
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from  the  practice  of  the  party,  who  j^^o 
diligently  searched  all  the  comers  of 
beds,  chests,  &c  in  the  minister's  house,  for 
his  person,  as  if  he  had  been  a  most  notor^ 
ious  male&ctor,  and  commanded  one  of  the 
bailies  of  the  town  to  be  assisting  to  them 
herein. 

**  11.  That  af^  passing  of  acts,  dischai^- 
ing  ministers  to  preach,  acts  of  indulgence 
should  be  emitted,  pennitting  ministers,  at 
least  consequentially,  to  preach  again  for 
some  time ;  and  yet  when  they,  out  of  zeal 
to  benefit  the  people  of  thor  charges,  have 
preached,  letters  of  homing,  and  citation 
before  the  council,  are  used  against  tfaem^ 
to  their  great  molestation  and  trouble. 

''IS.  That  the  council  should  punish 
ministers,  though  fully  called  and  ordained, 
with  deprivation,  not  only  of  the  benefice, 
but  of  their  ministerial  office  amongst  the 
Lord's  people,  to  whom  they  were  lawfoUy 
sent,  and  amongst  whom  they  have  laboured 
to  the  great  benefit  of  their  souls,  and  that 
only  for  the  want  of  the  bishop's  collation. 
If  the  collation  be  merely  a  civil  thing,  giving 
the  incumbent  right  to  plead  in  law  (in  case 
of  necessity)  the  payment  of  his  stipend,  as 
is  pretended,  it  is  the  minister's  own  loss 
and  disadvantage  that  he  wants  it:  but  what 
reason  is  there  that  both  he  and  the  people 
of  his  charge,  should  be  so  severely  punished 
by  the  secular  power,  with  an  ecclesiastical 
stroke,  which  robs  them  both  of  that  which 
is  dearer  to  them  than  all  their  civil  liberties, 
and  that  only  for  the  minister's  voluntary 
want  of  an  alleged  civil  benefit  ?"  * 


From  those  matters  of  fact,  which  in  the 
former  part  of  this  chapter  are  all  plain,  the 
severity  and  unreasonableness  of  the  proce- 
dure of  the  managers  appears  in  its  due 
light ;  but  it  is  time  to  return  to  the  further 
particular  attacks  on  gentlemen  and  minis- 
ters, which  turn  throng  when  the  council 
meet  at  Edinburgh  in  November.  Though 
the  act  at  Glasgow  by  that  time  was  per- 


*  The  abore  statement  of  grierances,  which  Is 
prored  to  be  a  true  stateinent  from  the  united 
testimony  of  historians  of  all  parties,  sets  the 
fOTemment  of  this  period  in  a  most  odious  light, 
and  ths  people  who  suffered  it  to  exist  for  seTe  n 
and  twenty  years,  desenre  eTcr^  duatiuetax  h^ 
that  of  being  tuibukuT.  an^  vk\vra\^.- 
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Cocccuns,  which  the  learned  world  know    Tolimury  baniilimcnt.  for  no  cm 

better  tluui  to  need  any  account  of  them  ;  However,  it  leeniB  his  present  d 

liram  me.     1  hare  Men  likewise  ■  large  Latin  '  ger  brought  thii  good  man  to  iheM  bird 

MS.  history  of  his  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  I  conditions :  and  December  83d,  1  find  him 
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wherdn  he  gives  an  account  of  the  acts  of 
oor  Bssctnbliea,  and  the  state  of  matters  from 
the  reformation  to  the  restoration ;  to  which 
is  lubjuned  a  very  large  vindication  of  the 
grounds  whereupon  preabyterians  suffered. 
The  "  Apologetical  Relation "  appears  to 
be  an  abbreviate  of  this  in  ^English.  His 
letters  he  vrrore  home  to  Scotland,  and  the 
pamphlets  and  books  he  wrote,  especially 
tipon  the  indulgence,  manifest  his  fervency 
and  lesl ;  and  the  prsctical  jneces  he  wrote 
and  printed,  discover  his  solid  piety,  and 
acquaintance  with  the  power  of  godlinc 
nich  a  man  could  not  easily  now  escape. 

I  meet  not  vitli  him  again  till  December 
1 1tb,  when,  aAer  Mr.  Livingslone  and  others 
recaved  their  sentence,  the  council  come  to 
tfai*  coDcludon  about  him.  "  Anent  a  peti- 
tion presented  by  Mr.  John  Brown,  minister 
at  Wanphray,  now  prisoner  in  Edinburgh, 
showing.  That,  for  some  speeches  rashly 
and  inconsiderately  uttered  against  some 
ndgtibour  ministers,  he  has  been  kept  close 
prisoner  these  Gvc  weeks  bypast ;  and  that 
teeing,  that  by  want  of  free  air,  and  ordinary 
necessaries  for  maintaining  his  crazy  body, 
he  is  in  hazard  to  lose  his  liFe,  humbly 
therefore  desiring  warrant  to  he  put  to 
Bbaty,  upon  caution  to  enter  his  prison 


petitioning  for  some  more  time  to  stay  in  the 
country;  which  is  granted.  "  Anent  a  peti> 
tion  by  Mr.  John  Brown,  late  minister  at 
Warophray,  desiring  the  time  of  his  removal 
off  the  kingdom  may  be  prorogate,  in  regard 
that  he  is  neither  as  yet  able  to  provide  him- 
eelf  of  necessaries,  snj  the  weather  so  un- 
seasonable that  he  cannot  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  a  ship,  as  the  petition  at  length 
bears :  which  being  heard,  read,  and  con- 
sidered, the  lords  of  council  do  grant  liberty 
to  the  petitioner  to  remain  within  this  king- 
'  dom  fur  the  space  of  two  months  aller  the 
1 1th  of  December  last,  he  carrying  himself 
in  the  meantime  peaceably,  and  acting 
nothing  in  prejudice  of  the  pre&cnt  govern- 
ment." Next  year  this  good  man  went  to 
Holland,  and  lived  there  many  years,  but 
never,  that  1  hear  of,  saw  his  native  huid 
after  this.* 


iS"; 


IS  unqunUaaabl;  sen 
on  Scollsnd  hu  yat 


lUKbt  Bl 

lUp  evil 


*  Mr.  JDhn  Brown  was  u 
of  the  moit  rmlncnt  divian 

I  numeroui  wrllina,  tUU  ei    . 

!r  BTaolld  Bndjiulicloui  Chriit- 

,  t.    Thai  he  whm  firmlv  tttMched 

la  tbc  true  prabytcrtui  prfticiplnof  (ha  chun:k 

of  Scotluiil,  hli  blituTf  of  Iha  Indiilgciicc  cbuD- 

emoiiatniln  1  Hud  the  clrar  and  acriptUTsl 

,    of   hli  plrly,   tiam  his  will  koawn 

■a  on  I'rBjar,  li  aqiully  umnnt.  Tbeugb 

,,„     „-•'    111!"    Ilt..ll.fl«    >I.J      111-.,-'*-      .-J *— — 

person  when  he  shall  be  commanded ;  as  the  '  bii  r 

petit/on    bears.     Which    being    at    length  ; 

lewd  and  considefed,  the  lords  of  council  i  ^i^  ^^  biitoriui,  whe 

^fain  the  supplicant  to  be  put  at  liberty    of  ooi™l 'tt-.U.™,  ha,  noti«d,  bui  be  «^™  to 

th  of  »'"=  tOlbOOth,  he  first  cAllgmg  hiro-  |  .^^j^  «tf„Virwith   Iha   ifiTlch  goTammant  to 

*■.-    i^move  and  depart  off  the  king's  do-  j  dirturb  him.     Tl.a  fulloviiig  mtmrt  from  Dr. 

ftO    rennire  an  i™  .  .  |^„„„    M'Crk'.  notlm  of  colanef  WJIm*,  aat<  tba 

j^»,  and  not  to  return  withmit  J^"""^!  whoia  }™™iio-i  in  ._v«y  rl.^  lihi,  «.d. 


:iaaoal'rByar,liaiiiullyanann(.  Though 
u  thus  utyuuly  uid  illtgallr  dHran  fniin 
itivs  country,  h«  wu  not  sllowad,  by  his 


■t  cardial)}'  adapled  him 


t.-^maJHtvlin''  council,  under  pwn  of  |  iuerted  hare,  will  suptneda  Ihe  utcmitr  of  a 
J  ttis  niofesi/  V  ^.^^  ^1^^  ^^  ^^^  ^  ^1^^  author'!  noiica  of 

'  thBl  rriitlnnui. 

S^-T^:  '""""'rVr^T^    to  liolher.  for  "^         "" 


iport  of  Iha  rontioeiit 
if  lecurit]-.  For  Iha 
of  Forbes 


t^ed  Kot  ob**'*-*^  th"  unusual  severity  j     -X 

!Ll  UtI''  ""^v   -   reproof  gl»CT  to  his  ,  «„e  rrawt.  h»  w. 

'f^hr^-  I    W'-'-  *^P-^^>' '  '"''  '"'  ■  ''^.  Tbrha^ought  the  »r.b  .f.„  h... 
/  *"  ^st  '^'^  V  "      -      nni]    alien  there,     bad  reUied.  he  luoV  uplii.  rr»idfnfe  at  liotier- 

I«.'<-«*^\       frft^"*.   1       is  brought     charln  JI.  wrola  lo  Iba  .ul».K«i«™l,  raquir- 
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At  this   time  the   council   have  ,  have  l)een  overlooked,  being  really  crazed, 

before  them  the  case  of  Wiliinm  ;  liad  it  nnt  been  the  severity  of  the  time. 

Dobbic,  weaver  in   Glasgow,  who   might    He    is    accused  for    slanderous    speechei 


tories,  as  persons  guilty  of  l«Me-ii)iue!»ty  u^ainst 
the  king  of  Great  Dritaiii.     Mr.   nruwii,  in  a 


to  any  letters  of  ours  making  a  similar  dirJara* 
th»ii,  unless  accoiu]Huni'd  by  such  scnteiirv  nr 


them,  and  might  be  the  means  also  of  freeing 
Mr.  Wallace  from  a  proaei'ution  which  had 
commenced  principally  on  their  account ;  *  but,' 
continues  he,  '  it  mav  be  hinted  to  Sir  William 
Temple,  that  James  rorbes,  alias  Wallace,  is  a 
brave  and  hkilful  soldier,  and  miiy  create  more 
trouble  to  the  king  at  home  in  Smtlnnd,  if  he  be 
forced  to  remove  hence,  than  he  <'an  do  by  re- 
maining here  in  the  Netherlands,  and  dLM'liurg- 
ingthe  office  of  an  elder  in  the  Scottish  church 
at  Rotterdam.'  The  states-general  were  satisfied 
that  they  were  not  bound  by  the  treaty  to  remove 
the  ministers,  and  they  instructed  lord  Ki'n- 
ningcn,  their  ambassador  at  the  court  of  Eng- 
land, to  represent  to  his  majesty,  that  they  hoped 
he  would  not  require  thi>m  to  put  awny  arsons 
who  had  complli'd  with  the  sentence  of  baniKh- 
ment  pronounced  against  them,  and  to  WH\e,  in 
the  best  and  di.screet«>st  manner,  tlie  forenirn- 
tioned  matter,  as  bi.'iiig  in  the  hi;;hest  decree 
prfjudicial  to  their  country.  Hut  instead  of  the 
affair  being  dr(»pped,  other  letters  were  sent  fi'om 
England,  repeating:  the  demand  in  still  istnoiger 
language,  and  Sir  William  Temulc  left  Niiiie- 
^uen,  where  he  was  employed  in  tne  negotiations 
Tor  a  peace  then  going  on,  and  came  to  the 
Hagne,  for  the  express  purpose  of  urging  a 
categorical  and  speiMly  answer.  Upon  thi:j,  the 
states-general,  to  prevent  a  4pian-el  with  Great 
Britain,  judged  it  prudent  to  yield;  but  they 
fiiiled  not  to  represent  their  sense  of  the  injustice 
of  the  claim  made  upon  them.  In  their  letttr 
of  the  28d  of  January,  1677,  they  say : — *  W'e 
are  willing  to  testify  now  sensible  we  are  tif  the 
honour  of  your  friendship  and  good-will,  and 
that  wc  prefer  it  to  all  other  considerations, 
assuring  your  majesty,  that  we  will  not  fail  to 
cause  the  said  IVIacward,  Brown,  and  Walbice, 
to  depart  within  the  time  mentioned  in  the 
treaties,  from  the  bounds  of  this  country.  We 
find  ourselves,  however,  obliged  to  repri"*sent  to 
your  majesty,  that  wc  believe  y<;u  will  agree 
with  us,  that  the  obligation  of  the  tn>Aties  is 


your  inigesty  to  remove  any  out 
kingdoms,  as  a  rebel  or  fugitive. 


paper  of  information  which  he  gave  into  the  ;  judgment.     And  as  thus,  we  cannot  require  of 

states-general,  after  referring  to  the  refusal  of* ~  — -— »--  -~ «• 

the  states  to  comply  with  a  similar  demand  in 
167G,  mentions,  tnat  the  present  application  had 
been  iuHtigated  by  one  rieury  \\  ilkie,  whom 
tlie  king  bad  pliu*e<l  at  the  head  of  the  Scottish 
fiurtory  at  Camnvere,  who  was  displc-ised  be- 
cause  many  of  nis  countr>'men,  with  the  view 
of  enjoying  the  ministry  of  Messrs.  I^Iacward 
and  nrown,  had  repaired  to  Rotterdam,  and 
brought  their  shipping  there,  in  preference  to 
Campvere,  by  whicb  means  his  salary  was  im- 
paired. Mr.  Drown  denies  that  either  he  or  his 
colleague  was  ever  convicted  of  treason,  and  begs 
the  states  to  require  from  Sir  William  Temple, 
the  English  ambassador,  a  C4)py  of  the  sentence 
pronouuce<l  against  them,  as  this  would  shew, 
that  the  article  in  the  treaty  di<l  not  apply  to 


one  from  your 
on  a  siniiile 
declaration  made  by  our  letters;  so  we  omuk 
ourselves,  Sir,  that  your  mayeaty  will  not  is 
future  require  us»  by  simple  klters,  to  remr.re 
any  persons  from  our  territories  before  he  be 
declared  a  fugitive  or  rebel  according  to  the 
ordinary  forms  of  the  laws  and  customs  of  your 
majesty.' 

**  The  following  is  the  molatian  to  which 
the  states-general  came,  as  traaslated  from  su 
authenticated  copy  of  the  original  In  Dutch  :-• 
*  Uy  the  sesumpt  ileliveretl  on  the  report  of  M. 
M.  van  Heuckelom  and  otben,  their  high 
mightinesses,  commissioners  for  foreign  affain* 
having,  in  compliance  with,  and  for  aiving  efTfct 
to  that  resolution  commissorial  of  toe  1  bth  in- 
stant, examined  and  discussed  the  memorial  uf 
Sir  — — —  Temple,  baronet,  envoy  rztraor- 
diuary  of  his  migesty  the  king  of  Great  Britain, 
reiLuesting  their  High  M.  would  be  pleased  to 
enter  into  a  conference  with  him,  as  alaw  a 
missive  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain*  dated  sS 
Whitehall,  the  29th  of  December  last,  itUio 
AHalitPi  respecting  his  nu\jesty*s  former  letters 
of  the  S7th  June,  and  18th  of  November  before^ 
concerning  three  Scotsmen,  James  Wallis,  Hub- 
ert Macward,  and  John  Brown,  and  having 
conversed  with  the  said  Amb.  Ext.  Temple^ 
reganling  the  coi;tents  of  it,  and  having  oho 
seen  the  retroacta^  and  exhibited  and  heard  md 
a  draught  of  a  missive,  drawn  out  and  com- 
mitted t4»  \w.\\^r  by  the  comniiscsioners  of  their 
II.  ]\I.  for  un  answer  to  the  niiiNtives  of  his 
majesty  t»f  Great  Britain,  of  the  87th  of  June, 
16th  of  NovemlxT,  and  29th  of  December  last, 
n'>prfting  \\n\  ^aid  Scotsmen :  it  is  found  good 
to  dc4*lare,  that  although  the  fureviid  three 
Scotsmen— have  not  only  not  beliaved  and  aim- 
jKirtcd  thi-mselves  otherwise  than  as  becaoM 
giMKl  and  faithful  citi/ens  of  these  states,  but 
have  also  given  indubitable  proofs  of  their  znl 
and  affection  Air  the  advancement  of  the  truth, 
which  their  IJ.  IM.  have  seen  with  pleasure^ 
and  could  have  wished  that  they  could  hive 
continued  to  live  here  in  peace  and  security;— 
coiisi<|pnng  the  risk  they  run,  however,  imd 
considering  with  what  pressing  earnestness  bis 
majesty  lias  repeatedly  insisted  by  three  senTsl 
nuKsivcs,  and  verbally  through  his  envoy  ex- 
traordinary, and  with  great  reas<in  apprehending 
a  breach  between  his  majesty  and  these  states, 
as  Sir  Temple  has  expressed  himself  in 

terms  that  cannot  be  mistaken,  they  feel  them- 
selves necessitated,  in  order  to  obviate  so  great 
an  evil  at  tills  c-onjuncturis  to  cause  the  foresaid 
three  Scotsnicn— withdraw  from  this  country, 
and  that,  consequently*  notice  shall  l»e  given  to 
the  foresaid  Jami^s  \Vallis,  Bobert  Macward, 
and  John  Brown,  In  order  that  they  may  be 


reciprocal,  and  that,  according  to  the  laws  of  |  able  to  avail  themselves  of  the  goo<I  Intentions  of 

this  rountr>%  we  cannot  by  our  letters  declare  i  their  11.  M.  in  having  their  property  properly 

any  person  iuHtive,  or  a  rebel,  unless  he  has    disjiosed  Wfiire  tlie  5th  oi  March  next — and  for 

btvn  rprognisen  as  such  by  a  sentence  v»r  juA^-  I  ib\s  «:ud»  an  extract  of  this  resolution  of  thrir 

Bteat  of  the  ordinary  criminal  court  ot  J\xsl\cft,\  W..  "NV.  *\»3\  Xsa  **\\v  \a  \\sft  twuisellors  of  the 

^ad  that  your  »iiiij««tv  could  not  pay  an'y  TeftwA^%\K\e*  o^  ^oWwv^  «>\!i\\^  v!iXiev«iikMx^^\xL  oste 


CHAP.  111.] 

agiiinst  the  coiniiiLi.sioiicry  aud  remitted  to 
the  criininul  court;  and  his  is  the  only 
process,  for  alleged  disaffection,  I  find  in 
the  justiciar}'  books  before  Pentland.  De- 
cember 14th,  witnesses  prove  some  expres- 
sions against  the  king  and  commissioner, 
and  present  church  settlement,  and  dechu-e 
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he    had    been    distempcrL-d    once.    ...... 

1  here  is  no  sentence,  and  he  ctm- 
tumes  in  prison  a  long  time. 

But  to  return  to  ministers :  it  had  been 
customary  for  the  managers  for  some  months, 
by  private  fair  letters,  to  call  iK'fore  them  a 
good  many  of  the  old  presbyterian  miniNtcrs, 


that  due  notiHcition  maybe  j^ivon,  and  th«'  f«»r(>- 
■miii  James  Wallis  &<*•  mny  ri'^ulnt^  their  ])r(»- 
cevdlugs  accordi  111(1  y.  Tliey  Hhall  also  find  en- 
closed for  this  bt^ii<N>t'  Mopamte  in.striiment<s  ad 
omnet  ponwloiif  word  for  word  with  the  followini;, 
whieh  shall  be  sent  to  the  foresaid  comrai.*(- 
•ionrrs  of  the  roiincil  of  the  H.  and  "M.  the 
•tatfiv  of  Holland,  to  he  put  Into  the  h:mfls  of 
the  fonnaid  Jarae«  Walli»,'  &r.  The  instrument 
or  testimonial  referral  to  in  the  prerediniu:  decree 
mn»  in  the  follo^nnij  terms : — *  The  8tate»-gen- 
eral  of  the  United  Netherlands,  to  all  and  every 
one  who  shall  see  or  read  these  presi'nts  health. 
B«!  it  known  and  certified,  that  James  Wallace, 
gentleman,  our  subject,  and  for  many  years  in- 
habitant  of  this  htate,  lived  among  us  highly 
esteemed  for  his  probity,  submi!!>.si(»n  to  the  laws, 
and  integrity  of  manners.  And  therefore  we 
have  resolved  affectionately  to  ret^iieHt,  and 
hereby  do  most  earnestly  rtHpiest  the  emperor  of 
the  Romans,  and  all  kni^  republics,  princes, 
dukes,  states,  maf^istrates,  or  whomsoever  else 
oar  friends,  and  all  that  shall  see  the^e  pres<>nts, 
that  they  receive  the  said  James  Wallace  in  a 
friendly  manner  whensoever  he  may  come  to 
them,  or  resolve  to  remain  with  ihem,  and  ah.<«ist 
Mm  with  their  counsel,  help,  and  aid  ;  testifyinj;, 
that  for  any  obli^ini;,  humane,  or  kindly  otfitres  ;  of  (iod,  I  may  sny,  the  care  *n  all  the  churcAet 


through  ^Ir.  Wallace's  liequest.  That  he  was 
also  an  object  of  i^retit  affection  to  Mr.  Macward, 
is  evident  from  the  foUowini'  extract  of  a  letter 
from  tliat  ert*at  man  t(»  IMr.  Uleketer  concerning 
his  death,  December  5-15.  T8. 

"  I  doubt  not  but  yon  have  heard  of  the  re- 
movall  of  worthy  and  great  Wallace,  of  whom 
I  have  no  doubt  it  inav  lie  said,  he  hath  left  no 
man  behind  him  in  that  church,  minister  nor 
professor,  quho  hath  gone  thorowsuchavarietie 
of  tentations,  without  turning  to  the  right  liand 
or  to  the  left.  He  diinl  in  great  serenity  of  sou]. 
He  h.iil  lived  abroad  such  an  ornament  to  his 
profeHNioTi,  as  he  was  not  more  lamente<l  by  us 
than  by  all  the  serious  Englinh  and  Dutch  4if 
his  acquaintance  (who  were  many),  us  having 
lost  the  man  who,  as  a  moan,  was  made  use  of 
by  the  Lonl  to  ktM'p  life  amttiifrst  them :  yea,  the 
poor  ignorant  iieople  of  the  congregation  of 
Kotterdam  (besides  the  more  serious  and  know- 
ing amongst  them)  bemoan  his  death,  and  their 
l(»ss,  as  of  a  father.  And  they  have  g<M>d  reason, 
for  I  mu^^  sav  he  was  the  most  faithfidl,  feck- 
full,  compiissionate,  diligiriit,  and  indefatigable 
elder  in  the  work  of  the  Lord  that  ever  I  knew 
at  home  or  abn»ad ;  and  as  for  his  care,  solici- 
tude, an<i  concernedneHs  in  (he  work  and  people 


done  to  him.  we  thaU  be  ready  and  forward  to 
return  the  favour  to  them  and  their  subjects, 
whensoever  an  opportunity  offers.  For  the 
greater  omfirmatioii  whereof,  we  have  caused 
these  presents  to  be  sealed  with  oiir  seal  <if  office, 
ami  signed  by  our  secretary  in  our  assembly,  the 
sixth  day  of  the'month  of  February,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  sIk  hundreil  and  suventy-M'ven." 
— Votices  of  Colonel  Wallai  e,  by  Dr.  3T'('rie. 
Liie  of  William  Veitch,  &c.  pp.  3(52— C5(>J). 
Thid  was  highly  compliim^nlary,  and  it  must 


lay  more  u|hiu  him  than  upon  himdre<ls  of  us; 
so  that  the  church  of  GimI  hath  lost  more  in  the 
reinovehll  of  that  man,  than  most  will  suffer 
tbeini»elves  to  believe.  Onely  we  who  know  it 
have  this  to  comfort  4iurs('lvi-s,  that  the  residue, 
of  the  Spirit  is  with  Him  ipiho  made  him  such, 
and  that  the  great  Intercessour  lives  to  plead 
his  uwii  caiiac,  and  the  causes  of  his  people's 
siiul.  1  fur^tit  to  tell  you,  that  when  the  cause 
for  which  he  suffeitMl  ^vas  meutioneil,  when  it 
was  scarce    believed    he    uiiderKt<Nid   or  could 


have  been  greatly  cheering  to  these  venerable  |  ripeake.thfn>  wiis  a  sunshine  <tf  serene  joy  looked 
exiles  to  find  that  fatherly  pi^tcction  in  a  strange  j  out  of  bis  i*ountenaiice,  and  a  lifting  up  of  hands 
land,  and  from  a  stnuige  government,  that  was  [  on  high,  as  to  receive  the  t-onfess4ir s  crown, 


denieil  them  by  their  own.  Mr.  Brown,  fnmi 
the  ill  state  of  his  health,  attested  by  physicians, 
was  allowed.  Dr.  ^I^Crie  informs  us,  to  remain 
in  the  country,  and  be  thinks  it  probable,  that 
after  a  temporary  connMilment,  Macward  did 
the  same ;  but  c^ilonel  W  allai-e  was  under  the 
necessity  of  removing.  He,  however,  soon  re- 
turned, for  he  died  at  Rotterdam  in  the  end  of 
the  y«ir  1678.  That  he  was  gn'atly  respectwl  by 
Mr.  John  Bro%vn,  is  evident  from  the  circnni- 
atanreof  his  having  by  testament,  dateil  the  2d  of 
April,  1676,  bequeathed  to  the  ]K»or  of  the  Scots 
congregation  there  1(H)  guineas,  and  by  a  codicil, 
dated  11th  of  S««ptember  the  siime  year,  apiwint- 

Sne  the  above  sum  to  be  "put  into  the  hands  of  |  %vho  »itteth  upon  the  throne,  to  the  meanest 
Mr.  Walla«:e,  to  be  given  out  by  him  to  such  as  ;  in>trunient  that  hath  put  the  mischiefs  he  framed 
he  knoweth  indigent  and  honest."  For  a  token  '■■  into  a  law  in  ererution,  will  make  a  gencrnlion 
to  Mr.  Macward,  he  left  his  Complutensian  j  of  his  wrath,  of  s|H>cial  wrath,  which  must 
ISiblef  six  vols,  and  the  half  of  bis  remanent  answer  and  keep  pn)portion  unto  the  wrongs 
sold,  the  other  half  to  ^Ir.  Wallace.  Having  I  <lone  to  the  ^tc<ual<ir." — iVyyi\\^xV»  ^VC\W^ 
wrrireH  Jtfr.  Wmllace,  he  has  dranrn  his  pen  ',  1/ife  of  Ve\uA\,  Uc^  ^.— Ed. 


together  with  a  lifting  up  of  the  voice,  with  an 
a/m,  as  to  sing  the  conqueror's  song  of  victorie. 
And  to  close,  1  must  tell  you  also,  ho  lived  and 
die4l  in  a  deep  detestation  of  that  wretched  in- 
dulgence, and  of  all  the  ivays  of  sumMrting  it, 
and  this  abrupt  account  of  his  death  you  may 
give  to  his  friends.  In  a  word,  as  a  compound 
of  all,  he  fell  asle«'p  in  the  furnace,  walking  with 
the  Son  of  God,  and  now  his  bones  will  rise  up 
with  the  bones  of  the  othT  great  witnesses 
buried  in  a  strange  land,  as  a  testimony  against 
tbeivronir  <lone  to  Christ,  and  the  violence  used 
a!;ainst  his  followers  by  this  wicked  generation, 
whom  the  righteous  Lord  in  his  time,  from  him 
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Kirkaldy  secure  the  pefi6n  of  Mr.  Gilbert 
Rule,  and  preaent  him  to  the  council.    And 
that  I  may  give  bU  which  relates  to  this  m 
this  place:  November  Slst,  the  magistnitcs 
of  Kirkaldy  appear,  and  report  that  Mr. 
Rule  was  gone  out  of  their  bounds  before 
the  council's  orders  came,  and  conld  not  be 
found,  and  that  they  had  no  hand  in  hb 
being  employed  to  preach;  which  excuse 
Miraa  sustained.    **  And  the  said  ma^rates 
having  also  reported  that  there  were  some 
in  their  council  who  refused  to  subscribe  the 
declaration,  appointed  by  the  parliament  to 
be  taken  by  all  such  persons  as  bear  public 
office  or  charge:  ordered,  that  the  magis- 
trates cause  all  their  members  to  subscribe 
the  same,  or  declare  them  incapable  of  sU 
public  trust  within  their  burgh.     And  be- 
cause it  is  informed  that  several  disaflected 
ministers  reside  there,  who  study  to  alienste 
the  hearts  of  the  people  from  the  present 
government  of  church  and  state ;  therefore 
James  Gardiner,  minister  at  Saddle :  order    ordain  the  said  magbtrates  to  warn  them  to 
the  said  persons,  and  every  one  of  them, !  removeforthof  their  bounds  within  fourteen 
immediately,  upon  intimation  made  unto    days,  and  report  agmnst  the  next  council 
them,  to  repair  to  Edinburgh  against  the  9th  '  day.*'     A  report  is  accordingly  made,  thsi 
of  December  next,  and  make  their  compear-  ,  the  orders  were  obeyed.    We  shall  afler- 
ance  before  the  council  the  said  day«  as  they  '  ward  meet  with  the  re\'erend   Mr.  Rule, 
will  be  answerable  at  their  utmost  peril ;    and  there  I  shall  give  a  larger  account  of 
and  for  that   effect  ordain   letters  to  be    his  sufferings  during  this  period. 
direct  to  the  noblemen  and  others  under-  i      To  return  to  the  procedure  against  the 
written,  and  that  a  double  of  this  act  be  en-   rest  of  the  minbters;  November  18th,  the 
closed  in  these  several  letters.     Likewise    council  orders  the  earl  of  Eglinton  by  him- 
infomiation  being  given   of  the  turbulent    self  or  his  deputes,  sheriffs  of  Renfrew,  to 
and  seditious  practices  of  Mr.  Gilbert  Rule    cause  seize  the  person  of  Mr.  John  Dr^^sdsle^ 
and  Mr.  John  Drysdale,  ordered  that  their    minister  at  Paisley,  and  send  him  in  to  the 
persons  be  secured,  and  presented  to  the  '.  council  against  the  9th  of  December ;  and 
council,  as  follows,  viz.  That  the  magistrates  |  that  he  cause  intimate  the  above  mentioned 
of  Kirkaldy  shall  secure  the  said  Mr.  Gilbert :  act  to  Mr.  Alexander  Diinlop,  minister  at 
Rule,  and  bring  him  alongst  with  themselves,  j  Paisley.     A  letter  is  likewise  sent  to  the 
and  present  him  to  the  council  on  Friday    magistrates  of  Aberdeen,  to  intunate  the 
next;  and  the  following  letter  be  writ  to    act  to  Messrs.  Menzies  and  Meldnim,  and 
them  for  that  effect."  command  them  to  appear  the  said  day : 


ordained  before  the  (year)  1649, 
and  keep  them  hanging  on  at  Edin- 
burgh for  some  months ;  and  if  they  got  U- 
btfty  to  return  to  their  families,  it  was  with 
an  express  charge  not  to  preach.  We  have 
had  many  instances  already,  and  thb  method 
was  taken  also  with  Mr.  Alexander  Dunlop 
and  others.  Now  they  came  to  a  shorter  way 
with  a  considerable  number  of  them,  and 
November  IBth,  afler  they  write  for  all 
absent  members,  the  council  give  the  follow- 
ing orders. 

**  Information  being  given  of  the  seditious 
carriage  of  Mr.  John  Livingstone  at  Ancrum, 
Mr.  Samuel  Austin,  Mr.  John  Nave,  minis- 
ter at  Newmills,  Mr.  John  Carstairs,  Mr. 
Matthew  Mowat,  Mr.  Robert  Trail,  Mr. 
James  Nasmith,  Mr.  Andrew  Cant,  elder, 
Alexander  Cant  his  son,  Mr.  John  Menzies, 
Mr.  George  Meldrum  at  Aberdeen,  Mr. 
Alexander  Gordon,  minister  at  Inveraray, 
Mr.  J.  Cameron,  minister  at  Kilfinnan,  Mr. 


M 


Loving  friends. 


another  to  the  magistrates  of  Edinbui^h,  as 
to  Mr.  Trail:  another  to  duke  Hamilton, 


•*  You  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  order,    „„  .    itf  «„««„  xr -.u      i  r^ .  • 

\     ^  M  ,         ,  . .         '  I  as  to  Messrs.  Nasmith  and  Carstairs:  one  to 

what  commands  the  council  have  laid  upon  '  .•      •    ^a-^e  t    •  .j  i  -.*»»•• 

, ,  ,  ,.     ,  *^      1  the  sheriff  of  Teviotdale,  as  to  Mr.  Livinf- 

yoii,  which  you  are  immediately  to  execute, '  *    *u     u    •/!•  _f  vr-.i.   •  %        T 

^     *  -^        ,  /  ,  .*    stone :  one  to  the  sheriff  of  Nithsdale.  as  to 

and  come  voursdves  to  attend  the  council    **_*.•  j  ^     .i_  .      * 


on  Friday  next,  as  you  will  be  answenible. 

Glencairn,  Chancellor." 


Mr.  Austin;  and  one  to  the  marquis  of 
Montrose,  in  regard  there  is  not  a  sheriff 
or  deputes  in  Aigyle,  as  to  Mr.  Alexander 
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in  Aiigyle^  and  Mr.  James  Gardiner.    No-    mimsters  and  Christians,  done  by  .^^ 

veniber  87tli,  it  is  reported  that  Mr.  Robert    some  good  hand,  when  there  yet 

Trail   cannot  be  personally  apprehended;    remain  a  good  many  materials  for   such  a 


and  the  council  order  their  macers  to  cite 
him  at  his  dwelling-housei  and  by  open 
proclamation  at  the  cross  of  Edinburgh,  to 
compear  before  the  council,  December  9th, 
to  anitwer  to  sudi  things  as  shall  be  laid  to 
his  charge,  under  the  pain  of  rebellion.  I 
find  DO  letters  writ  about  Mr.  Nave,  Mr. 
Cant,  and  his  son ;  yet  we  shall  find  them 
present  afterwards;  nor  for  Mr.  Matthew 
Mowat,  who  was  not  before  the  council,  as 
fitf  as  I  have  observed  in  the  registers,  and 
probably  was  overlooked,  as  we  saw  Mr. 
Wylie,  and  it  may  be  some  others,  who 
were  at  first  in  the  list.  Mr.  Drysdale  is 
not  before  the  council  either,  having  abscond- 
ed, and  perhaps  gone  to  Ireland.  The  rest 
we  shall  just  now  meet  with  before  the  coun- 
cil, December  1  Ith,  and  the  after-diets.  In 
the  registers  I  find  no  sederunt,  December 
9th,  to  which  the  ministers  were  cited.  It 
would  seem  that  day  either  a  committee  of 
council  met,  before  whom  Mr.  Livingstone 
and  others  were,  or  the  council  themselves ; 
but  coming  to  no  issue  till  December 
1  Ithy  there  is  nothing  in  the  coimdl-books. 
Tliose  worthy  and  excellent  persons  were 
pitched  upon  firom  all  comers  of  the  coun- 
try, the  south,  west,  and  north,  as  those  that 
must  dther  comply  with  the  bishops,  or  be 
sent  off  the  nation.  And  indeed  they  were  all 
of  them  bright  and  shining  lights  in  this 
church,  and  the  attack  made  upon  them  was 
designed  to  firight  presbyterian  ministers  to 
a  compliance  in  all  comers.  I  come  now 
to  give  as  distinct  an  account  as  I  can  of 
their  several  cases  and  processes. 

I  beg^  with  the  reverend  and  learned 
Mr.  John  Livingstone,  who,  among  these 
worthies  now  under  process,  was  first 
before  the  council;  and  because  I  have  the 
fullest  accounts  of  him  from  his  Life  writ  by 
himself,  oat  of  this  I  shall  give  a  pretty 
laige  detail  of  the  council's  method  with 
him ;  and  probably  many  of  the  same  things 
were  proposed  to  the  rest.  A  large  abstract 
of  this  excellent  person's  life,  I  know,  would 
be  usefiil  and  entertaining  to  the  reader; 
and  it  is  certainly  a  great  loss  to  this  church 
that  wt  want  a  hiqgnpbf  of  our  eminent 


work,  which  may  in  some  time  be  lost :  but 
I  shall  only  make  a  remark  or  two  as  to 
this  singular  person,  and  then  come  to  his 
su£ferings,  which  is  my  province. 

Mr.  John  Livingstone  was  one  remarkably 
honoured  of  the  Lord,  to  be  an  instmment 
of  the  conversion  of  thousands.  While  yet 
only  a  probationer  he  was  the  honoured 
and  happy  mean  of  that  remariuble  conver- 
sion, upon  Monday  after  the  communion* 
at  the  Kirk  of  Shots,  1630.  From  Mr. 
Livingstone's  sermon  in  the  west  side  of  the 
church-yard  there,  upon  Ezek.  xxxvL  86., 
**  A  new  heart  also  will  I  give  you,  and  a  new 
spirit  will  I  put  within  you,  and  I  will  take 
away  the  stony  heart  out  of  your  flesh,  and 
give  you  a  heart  of  flesh  ;'*  about  five  hun- 
dred persons  dated  their  saving  change. 
Such  another,  and  yet  a  more  plentiful  elBu- 
sion  of  the  Spirit,  attended  a  sermon  of  his 
at  a  communion  at  Hollywood  in  Ireland, 
if  I  mistake  not,  in  the  year  1641,  where 
about  a  thousand  were  begotten  unto  Christ. 
Besides,  he  was  blessed  with  'very  much 
success  through  the  ordinary  tract  of  his 
ministry.  Perhaps  few  ministers  since  the 
apostles'  days  were  more  remarkably  coun- 
tenanced from  heaven  in  their  work  than 
Mr.  Livingstone.  The  prelates'  violent 
pushing  to  be  rid  of  such  a  man  as  he^ 
gives  occasion  to  make  severer  reflections 
than  I  am  willing  to  insert  here. 

He  was  one  of  the  three  ministers,  who, 
with  some  from  the  state,  were  sent  over  to 
the  king  at  Breda:  and  after  the  treaty 
was  finished,  before  his  majesty  landed  in 
Scotland,  Mr.  Livingstone  was  pitched 
upon;  and  accordingly  in  the  ship  tendered 
the  covenant  to  the  king.  His  faithful  free- 
dom with  his  majesty  at  that  time,  with  his 
declared  dissatisfaction  with  the  manner  of 
carrying  on  and  concluding  of  that  treaty, 
probably  were  not  altogether  foigot  now. 
When  at  London,  in  the  year  1656,  in  a 
very  public  auditory,  before  Oliver  Crom- 
well, and  even  to  his  fiice,  Mr.  Livingstone 
asserted  the  king's  right  and  title  to  those 
three  kingdoms.  He  was  in  his  oQiaioci  a 
proteater,  bal  ^erj  iQod€s«XA\  wA\  ^^ 
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him  in  his  Life  heaTily  lamenting  and  :  as  in  his  own  words,  and  therefore  I  here 
regretting  the  sad  breaches  and  ex-  I  insert  his  own  account  from  his  Life, 
trcmitics  in  that  divided  time.     Every  body 


1662. 


owned  his  modesty  and  sweetness  of  temper. 
Upon  the  king's  return,  and  through  the 
!(iminier  1660,  lie  with  many  others  had 
xcry  melancholy  impressions  of  the  approach- 
ing ruin  coming  upon  the  work  of  reforma- 
tion in  this  church.  The  last  conununion 
he  had  at  Ancnun,  was  upon  the  l:^h  of 
October  this  year,  1662,  at  which  great 
multitudes  of  serious  and  godly  persons 
were  gathered  from  all  comers  of  the  coun- 
try. Upon  the  Monday,  at  the  close  of  the 
work,  Mr.  Livingstone  had  more  than  ordi- 
nary liberty  in  discoursing  to  the  people 
about  the  grounds  and  encouragements  to 
suffer  for  the  truths  at  present  controverted 
in  Scotland ;  and  in  a  manner  took  his  fare- 
well of  his  people,  reckoning  that  would  be 
the  last  communion  he  would  have  in  that 
place.  In  his  Life  he  remarks,  that  at  thb 
time  he  knew  nothing  of  what  was  hatching 
against  him,  nor  of  his  designed  persecution, 
which  followed  so  soon.  His  extemporary 
discourse,  Ootober  13th,  this  year,  was  taken 
£iom  liis  mouth  in  characters,  and  is  what 
would  be  acceptable  to  a  good  many  of  my 
readers,  in  its  popidar  and  homely  dress, 
just  as  it  was  delivered,  to  be  sure  without 
the  least  thoughts  of  its  appearing  in  print ; 
but  it  is  so  large  that  I  must  not  insert  it. 
After  he  had^  with  Elijah,  eaten  before  a 
great  journey,  and  as  the  disciples  did,  hod 
communicate  beibre  he  entered  upon  suf&r- 
ing,  he  had  notice  in  a  little  time  of  the 
council's  procedure  against  him  and  others : 
and  before  the  summons  could  reach  him, 
Mr.  Livingstone  went  in  to  Edinburgh,  and 
lurked  a  while  there,  till  he  got  certain  in- 
formation of  the  council's  designs.  Had  he 
found  them  about  to  have  proceeded  against 
their  lives,  and  treat  them  as  Mr.  Guthrie 
was  dealt  with  last  year,  he  was  resolved  to 
retire  and  hide  himself  the  best  way  he 
might,  and  the  rather  tliat  he  was  not  cited 
nor  apprehended  personally:  but  finding 
their  design  only  to  be  banishment,  he  re- 
solved to  appear  with  his  brethren.  Accord- 
ingly,  December  1 1th,  he  was  before  the 
c'OimciL  1  caiinot  give  an  account  q(  iW 
vccdure  there,  and  his  carriage,  ao  ^^\  «oi^\o  «(«^  vMBRnitoi^R  \3hA  beneBt  ami 


An  Account  of  what  pasted  when  Afr.  John 
lAvingUone  appeared  before  the  council^ 
in  the  lower  council  house,  Edinburgh,  De- 
cember llth,  1662. 

**  As  soon  as  he  i^ipearod,  the  chanceUor 
(whom  for  ahortDesa  I  design  by  Ch,)  saiJ, 
you  are  called  here  before  his  majesty's 
secret  council,  for  turbulency  and  sedition. 
You,  Sir,  have  been  in  ail  the  rebellions  and 
disobedience  to  authority  that  have  been 
those  many  years ;  and  though  his  majesty 
and  the  parliament  have  granted  an  indeni- 
nity  for  what  is  past,  you  continue  in  the 
same  courses.  Mr.  Livingstone  (whom  I 
expresb  by  Mr.  L,}  answered, '  My  lords,  if  I 
shall  not  be  so  ready  in  my  answers  as  were 
requisite,  or  if  in  any  thing  through  inadver- 
tency I  shall  offend,  I  crave  to  be  excused, 
in  regard  of  my  unacquaintedness  with  such 
ways.  I  am  now  towards  sixty  years,  and 
was  never  till  now  called  in  such  sort  b^ 
fore  such  a  judicatory.  I  am  a  poor  senrant 
of  Jesus  Christ,  and  have  been  labouring 
to  8er\'e  him  and  his  people  in  the  minisciy 
of  the  word,  and  it  is  a  grief  to  me  to  be  so 
charged  by  your  lordships.  I  ara  not  con- 
scious to  myself  of  any  turbulency  or  sedi- 
tion. There  are  some  tilings  anent  the 
government  and  officers  of  the  chorchi 
wherein  I  confess  my  judgment  and  princi- 
ples difier  from  what  is  presently  inaiiitained> 
but  I  have  laboured  to  carry  myself  with 
all  moderation  and  peaceablcness,  with 
due  respect  to  authority,  and  have  lived  so 
obscurely,  that  I  wonder  how  I  am  taken 
notice  of.  CA.  '  You  have  transgressed  two 
acts  of  parliament ;  one  appointing  the  29th 
of  May,  a  day  of  commemoration  of  bis 
majesty's  happy  restoration,  and  another 
api>ointiiig  synods  to  be  kept.  Did  yoo 
preach  on  the  29th  of  May  ?*  Mr.  L.  '  There 
are  witnesses  in  town  who  will  testify  I 
preached  the  last  29th  of  May.'  Ch,  '  Did 
you  keep  the  day,  as  it  is  app<Mnked,  in 
obedience  to  the  act  of  parliament  ?*  Mr, 
L.  *  I  dare  not  say  that  1  did  ao.  It  was 
my  ordinary  lecture  day;  yet  the  place  d 
\  «CR^vj«  which  was  nay  or&mry,  gave  occa- 
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'wantage  of  magistracy.'  Ch.  *  But  wfll 
I  publicly,  as  others,  acknowledgo  the 
d*s  mercy  in  restoring  the  king  ?*    Mr. 

*  I  have  done  so,  my  lord,  both  at  first 
sometime  since.*     Ch,  '  But  what  is  the 

yon  you  do  not  keep  the  day  appointed  by 
partiarocnt  ?*  Mr,  L.  *  My  lord,  I  have 
that  promptness  of  judgment,  or  ex- 
ision  that  were  requisite  for  surprising 
stions,  and  would  beg,  if  your  lordships 
ise,  to  be  forborne.'    Ch,  '  Can  you  not 

*  a  reason  why  you  keep  it  not  ?*    Mr, 

*  My  lord,  even  as  to  the  lavrs  of  God 
re  is  a  great  difference  between  a  man's 
ig  of  that  which  God  hath  forbidden, 

the  not  doing  of  a  thing,  for  want  of 
mess  that  God  hath  commanded  it ;  and 
:h  more  this  holds  in  the  laws  of  men.' — 

*  But  you  kept  holydays  of  your  own ; 
kept  a  day  of  thanksgiving  for  the 

le  of  Long-marston  Muir,  and  several 
I  of  fasting  in  the  time  of  the  engagement, 
you  not  keep  the  day  for  Long-marston 
ir  V  Mr.  L,  '  So  far  as  I  know,  I  did ; 
these  days  were  not  called  holydays,  but 
f  appointed  upon  some  special  occasions. 
1  besides,  one  may  scruple  if  any  have 
'er  to  appoint  anniversary  holydays.' — 
'  But  will  you  keep  that  day  hereafter  T 
.  L,  *  My  lord,  I  would  desire  first  to 

an  issue  of  this  wherein  I  am  now 
eiged,  by  this  citation,  before  I  am  urged 
nswer  for  the  time  to  come.'  Ch.  'Well, 
me  of  vour  disobedience  to  these  two 
1^  the  council  look  upon  you  as  a  suspect 
Mm;  and  therefore  think  it  fit  to  require 

to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  You 
m  it,  and  have  considered  it  Y*  Mr.  L. 
s,  my  lord.'  Ch,  *  The  clerk  shall  read 
D  you.  (He  reads  it)  Now  that  you 
e  heard  it  read,  are  you  free  to  take  the 
1 P  Mr.  L,  *  I  do  acknowledge  the 
fn  majesty  (whose  person  and  govern- 
It  1  wish  God  to  bless)  to  be  the  only 
fhl  snpreme  magistrate  of  this  and  all 
or  bis  majesty's  dominions,  and  that  his 
eaty  is  the  supreme  civil  governor  over 
p»erson8,  and  in  all  causes  as  well  eccle< 
tic  as  civil ;  but  for  the  oath,  as  it  stands 
erminis,  I  am  not  free  to  take  it.'  Ch, 
dnak  you  and  we  agree  as  to  the  oath  ?* 
tf  Advocate,  *  Mf  lord  chancefhr,  ymir 


lordship  doth  not  observe  that  he  lAgo 
useth  a  distinction, '  That  the  king 
is  the  supreme  civil  governor,'  that  he  may 
make  way  for  the  co-ordinate  power  of 
presbytery.'  Mr,  L,  *  My  lord,  I  do  indeed 
believe  and  confess  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the 
only  head  of  his  church,  and  that  he  only 
hath  power  to  appoint  a  government  and 
discipline  for  removing  of  offence*  in  his 
house,  which  is  not  dependant  on  dvil 
powers,  and  no  ways  wrongs  civil  powers : 
but  withal,  I  do  acknowledge  his  majesty 
hath  a  aimulative  power  and  inspection 
in  the  house  of  God,  for  seeing  both  the 
tables  of  the  law  kept ;  and  that  his  majesty 
hath  all  the  ordinary  power  that  was  in  the 
kings  of  Israel  and  Judah,  and  in  the 
Christian  emperors  and  kings  since  the 
primitive  times,  for  reforming,  according  to 
the  word,  what  is  amiss.'  CA.  *  We  do  not 
say  that  the  king  hath  power  to  ordain  min- 
isters, or  to  excommunicate ;  and  therefore 
are  you  not  free  to  take  the  oath  V  Mr, 
L.  '  My  lord,  in  the  terms  that  I  have  ex- 
pressed I  am  free  to  take  it,  but  I  know  not 
if  it  would  be  well  taken  off  my  hand,  to  add 
one  word,  or  give  an  explication  of  the  oath 
which  the  right  honourable  the  estates  of 
parliament  have  set  down.'  Ch.  *  Nay,  it  is 
not  in  the  power  of  the  council  so  to  do  V 
Mr,  L.  *  I  have  likewise  been  of  that 
judgment,  and  am,  and  will  be,  that  his 
majesty  is  supreme  governor,  in  a  civil  way, 
over  all  persons  in  all  causes.'  Lord  Ctmi" 
mitnoner,  *  You  may  not  say  that  you  have 
been  always  of  that  judgment,  for  you  have 
been  opposite  to  the  king,  and  so  have  many 
here,  and  so  have  I  been ;  but  now  it  is  re- 
quisite we  profess  our  obedience  to  him,  and 
would  wish  you  to  do  so.  You  would  con- 
sider that  there  is  a  diflerencc  bctvrixt  a 
church  to  be  constitute,  and  a  church  con- 
stitute ;  for  where  it  is  to  be  constitute,  min- 
isters and  professors  may  do  their  woric 
upon  their  hazard;  but  when  a  church  is 
constitute  with  consent  of  the  civil  ma- 
gistrate, who  hath  power  to  appoint  the 
bounds  of  parishes  and  stipends,  he  may 
appoint  the  bishops  his  commissioners,  and 
ordain  them  to  keep  synods,  and  ordain 
ministers  to  come  to  tho^e  «^od.%'  Mt« 
L.  *  May  Vl  p\eBse  'jow  ^rejt^A^cwi^  ^^ 
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churches  that  arc  mentioned  in  the  {  remove  myself  forth  of  his  majesty's  domin- 
Acts  of  the  Apostles,  were  consti- 
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lute  churches,  although  they  liad  not  the 
concurrence  of  the  civil  magistrate.'    Ch, 

*  You  have  heard  many  things  spoken,  will 
you  take  some  time  to  adnsc  whether  you 
will  take  the  oath  or  not  T  Mr,  L.  '  I 
humbly  thank  your  lordship  ;  it  is  a  favour, 
which,  if  I  had  any  doubt  or  hesitation,  I 
would  willingly  accept :  but  seeing,  after 
seeking  of  God,  and  adnslng  ancnt  the  mat- 
ter, I  have  such  light  as  I  use  to  get  in  such 
things,  if  I  should  take  tiuie  to  advise,  it 
would  import  I  have  unclcamess  and  hesi- 
tation, which  I  have  not;  and  I  judge  it 
were  a  kind  of  mocking  your  lordships,  to 
take  time,  and  then  return  your  lordships 
the  same  answer.*  Lord  Commiuioncr. 
'  Then  you  are  not  for  new  light  ?'  Mr,  L, 
'  Indeed  I  am  not,  if  it  please  your  grace.' 
CA.  *  Then  you  will  remove  yourself.'  Be- 
ing removed,  and  called  in  again,  the  chan- 
cellor said,  *  IVIr.  Livingstone,  the  lords  of  his 
majesty's  council  have  ordained,  that  within 
two  months  you  remove  out  of  his  majesty's 
dominions,  and  that  within  forty-eight  hours 
you  remove  out  of  Edinburgh,  and  go  to  the 
north  side  of  Tay,  and  there  remain  till  you 
depart  forth  out  of  the  country.'     Mr,  L. 

*  I  submit  to  your  lordships'  sentence ;  but  I 
humbly  beg  I  may  have  a  few  days  to  go 
home  and  see  my  wife  and  children.'  Ch. 
'  By  no  means ;  you  cannot  be  suflercd  to 
go  to  that  country.*  Afr.  L,  *  Against 
what  time  must  I  go  to  the  north  of  Tay, 
my  lord  ?'  Lord  CommMoner.  '  You  may 
be  there  against  Saturday  come  sennight.' 
Mr,  L,  *  Well,  although  it  be  not  per- 
mitted to  me  to  breathe  in  my  native  air,  yet 
I  trust,  whatsoever  part  of  the  world  I  go 
unto,  I  shall  not  cease  to  pray  for  a  blessing 
to  these  lands,  to  his  majesty  and  the  govem- 
nient,  and  the  inferior  magistrates  thereof, 
but  especially  to  the  laud  of  my  nativity.' 
C%.  *  You  umst  either  go  to  the  tolbooth,  or 
subscribe  a  few  words  of  acquiescence  to 
your  sentence.'  Mr,  L  *  My  lord,  rather 
'^wui  go  to  the  tolbooth,  I  will  subscribe  the 
'^nc.'  And  accordingly  he  did  it ;  and  the 
tenor  of  it  was, 

'  I  Mr.  John  Livingstque,  late  louusteT  ^ 


ions,  within  the  space  of  eight  weeks  after 
the  date  hereof,  and  that  I  shall  not  remain 
within  the  same  hereafter,  without  Ucense 
from  his  majesty  or  pri%7  council,  under  the 
pain  of  death ;  and  that  I  shall  depart  from 
Edinburgh  to  the  north  ude  of  Tay,  and 
there  remsdn  while  my  departure,  and  that 
my  going  off  from  Edinbui^h  shall  be  within 
forty-eight  hours  after  the  date  hereof. 
Subscribed  at  Edinburgh,  Dec.  1 1th,  1663. 

'  Jo.  LlTlNGSTONB/ 

Lord  Commissioner.  '  You  must  see  that 
you  keep  no  conventicles,  nor  preach  in 
churches  or  houses.'  To  this  Mr.  Living- 
stone answered  nothing." 

Mr.  Livingstone  remarks,  Hiat  he  cannot 
say  this  is  all  that  either  he  or  they  spoke, 
but  it  is  as  far  as  his  memoty  served  him ; 
that  he  could  not  so  punctually  repeat  their 
speeches  as  his  own,  but  as  near  as  be 
remembers  this  is  what  passed.  He  further 
observes,  that  his  difficulty  as  to  the  oath, 
was  not  only  that  it  was  conceived  in  gen- 
eral and  ambiguous  terms,  as  might  import 
a  receding  from  the  covenants  and  work  of 
reformation ;  but  upon  the  matter,  the  im- 
poscrs'  unlawful  sense  of  the  general  terms, 
was  determined  and  fixed  by  their  rejecting 
the  only  safe  sense  offered  by  the  west 
country  ministers  lately,  as  we  have  seen. 
He  adds  likewise,  he  was  afraid  his  taking 
time,  when  oficred  him,  to  consider  the  oath, 
after  he  had  thoroughly  pondered  it,  might 
lay  him  open  to  temptations,  and  offimd  ami 
weaken  the  hands  of  others.  Howe\'er,  he 
apprehended  his  refusing  their  offer,  grated 
the  council,  and  made  them  sharper  upoo 
him  than  others. 

According  to  this  sentence,  Mr.  Living- 
stone went  out  of  Edinburgh  to  Leith,  Ji 
the  prefixed  time ;  where  I  find  him  petition- 
ing the  council,  December  23d,  which  T  give 
in  the  words  of  the  registers.  '*  Anent  the 
petition  presented  by  Mr.  John  Livingstone, 
showing,  That  in  regard  of  his  age  and  in- 
firmity, his  going  beyond  Tay  in  such  a 
season  of  the  year,  might  be  dispensed  with, 
and  he  permitted  to  go  to  the  soutli,  and  see 
his  wife  and  children,  and  dispose  of  his 
^l&irs;  and   by  this  means,  he    expecUk 


Ancniir,  bind  and  oblige  mc,  that  1  Ai«5\\^>L\xviv  ^^  t«^  tskvo!^  \fNfixed,  to  get  t 
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nore  ready  and  shorter  passage  from  Ncw- 
sstle,  and  in  better  vessels  than  can  be 
ooked  for  out  of  the  Firth ;  which  being  at 
ength  heard  and  considered^  the  lords  of 
ynwy  council  do  allow  the  petitioner  to  re- 
naia  at  Leith  during  the  time  that  is  granted 
iim  to  abide  in  Scotland,  he  behaving  and 
»rrying  himself  peaceably  in  the  meantime." 
He  insisted  for  liberty  only  of  a  few  days  to 
(o  home  and  take  his  farewell  of  his  excel- 
ent  ^(e  and  children,  but  that  would  not 
>e  allowed.  He  further  remarics,  that  by 
10  means  would  the  council  allow  him  a 
:opy  of  his  sentence,  though  he  petitioned 
>nce  and  again  for  it.  One  would  think 
hey  had  cause  so  to  do,  and  they  might  be 
ishamed  if  it  should  appear  abroad  in  the 
leformcd  churches,  whither  he  was  retiring. 
Afler  he  had  stayed  some  time  at  Leith, 
loward  the  beginning  of  April,  he  was  accom- 
lanied  with  a  good  many  of  his  friends  to  a 
ihip,  in  which  he  got  safe  to  Rotterdam, 
there  he  found  his  dear  brethren  formerly 
Moished,  and  lived  till  August,  1672,  when 
le  entered  into  the  joy  of  his  I^rd,  in  a 
jood  old  age.  While  in  Holland,  he  spent 
lis  time  in  reading  the  scripture,  and  form- 
ng  ft  new  Latin  translation  of  the  Old  Tes- 
ament,  being  very  well  seen  in  all  the  cas- 
ern tongues.  This  was  revised  and  appro- 
'cn  by  Voetius,  Essenius,  Nethenus,  Lcus- 
lei^  and  other  eminent  lights  of  that  time. 
it  his  death  it  was  put  into  the  hands  of 
he  last,  in  order  to  be  printed,  but  was 
lever  published ;  and  now  I  fear  it  is  lost. 
Since  Mr.  Livingstone  was  not  pemutted 
o  see  his  dear  flock  at  Ancrum,  he  wrote  a 
etter  to  them  before  his  leaving  Scotland, 
rhich  breathing  much  of  this  holy  man's 
xcellent  temper,  and  contuning  many  things 
uitable  to  this  time,  and  not  being,  as  &r 
f  I  know,  printed,  as  another  letter  of  his 
D  them  is,  I  have  subjoined  it,  in  a  note.  * 


"  Mr.  John  Livingitone*!  letter  to  his  parish, 

1601. 
I'd  the  flock  of  Jesus  Christ  in  Ancmni,  liffht, 

life,  and  lovo,  and  tlie  consolation  of  the  Holy 

Ghnnt  be  multiplle«l. 
W«U.beh>Ted  In  the  Ijmd, 

That  which  onr  sins,  even  yours  and  minp, 
ave  been  a  lon^  timp  prnrurin^,  and  wbic^i 
wMk  boen  often  threatpnpd,  bat  n^ver  weli  l^e- 
■fVfd,  l«  now  eome,  even  a  sepomtioii.     i  I41W 


1662. 


I  return  to  the  rest  of  the  minis- 
ters at  this  time  before  the  coundL 
That  same  day,  December  1 1th,  Mr.  James 
Gardiner  was  called  upon ;  and,  after  some 
questions  proposed  to  him,  much  of  the 
nature  wiUi  these  to  Mr.  Livingstone,  and 
the  tendering  him  the  oath,  which  he  refused* 
he  was  banished ;  and  his  act,  as  the  title  of 
it  is  in  the  registers,  follows. 

^  I  Mr.  James  Gardiner,  late  minister  of 
Kint^Te,  oblige  me  to  remove  myself  out  of 
the  king^s  dominions,  within  a  month  after 
the  date  hereof,  and  not  to  be  seen  within 
the  same  under  the  pain  of  death;  and  that  in 
the  meantime  I  shall  not  repair  to  any 
place  within  the  bounds  of  the  diocese  of 
Glasgow,  Galloway,  or  Ai^le.  Subscribed 
at  Edinburgh,  December  11th,  1662. 

Ja.  Gardinbb.  * 

The  same  day  Mr.  Robert  Trail  was 
before  them.  This  good  man  had  used  firee^ 
dom  in  his  sermons,  and  very  much  displeas- 
ed the  managers  and  prelates.  Afler  the 
parliament  had  turned  him  over  to  the 
council,  and  he  had,  upon  his  liberation, 
retired  sooner  than  the  rest  of  his  brethren 
at  Edinburgh,  he  stayed  some  time  in  Pres- 
ton-grange House.  There  some  of  the  family 
being  detained  by  sickness,  and  several  rela- 
tions of  the  fifciily  being  there  at  the  time, 
Mr.  Trail  was  prevailed  upon  to  expound  a 
piece  of  scripture,  at  family  worship,  on  the 
Lord's  day  afternoon.  Thb  was  mightily 
aggravated  as  a  conventicle,  and  he  cited  in 
peremptory  terms,  as  we  have  heard,  and 
banished  with  the  other  two.  I  shall  give 
it  from  the  council  books. 

"  Mr,  John  Livingstone,  Mr.  James  Gardi- 
ner, and  Mr.  Robert  Trail,  being  cited,  and 
compearing  personally,  who  being  examined 
and  the  oath  of  allegiance  offered  to  be 
taken  and  subscribed;  which  they  having 
refused,  the  lords  of  council  ordain  the 


ling  it  may  continue,  it  is  in  the  Lord's  hand ; 
I  bnt  it  will  he  our  part,  to  searrh  out,  and  inonm 
for  these  sins  that  Imve  drawn  down  such  a 
stroke.  It  is  not  needful  to  look  much  to  instru- 
ments ;  I  have  from  my  heart  foi^iven  them  all, 
and  would  wi^h  you  to  do  the  like,  and  prny  for 
them,  that  it  be  not  laid  to  their  chargi* ;  but  let 
UM  IfH)k  to  hiui,  without  whoKe  duinff  there  is  110 
♦»vil  in  a  rity,  for  he  hath  torn,  and  lie  will  hml 
iifi  he  hath  nmlXen,  ainJi  \«  wWWsfcKA  vv*  >Mi-  ^  *>■ 
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1662.    ''"^  persons  to  be  banislwd  fortii  of  ■  £dmbiii]gfa^  while  they  be  conyenientlj  tran*- 

hiimi^ty'BdoiiiiiiionSy  ami  to  enter  '  ported  off  the  kingdom,  or  otherwise  act 

their  persons  in  prison  within  the  tolbooth  of  themselves  to  that  eibct.  Likeas  thej  enact 


m  neither  di^iae  lii*  chastenlog,  nor  fuiiit  when 
w%  are  rebuked  ot  him.     It  may  be,  vre  shall 
not  suddenly  find  out  every  rontruveray  he  hath 
ag^nst  us,  Dttt  If  there  be  nprirht  deiding  in  ' 
•ueh  things  as  are  obvious,  niiu  aii  luipnrtial  ■ 
dealing,  for  discovery  of  what  is  hid,  lie  wiU  re-  ' 
▼eal  even  that  to  us.     Neither  Is  there  any 
greater  hinderaiire  of  repentance,  than  a  securV 
oesperate  questioning,  whether  he  will  accept 
of  us  or  not  ?     Christ  hath  been,  and  will  be  in 
all  ages,  a  atone  of  stumbling,  and  rock  of  offence 
to  such  as  stumble  at  the  word,  and  refuse  to 
receive  his  rich  otTer ;  but  toothera  a  foundation, 
and  a  comer-stone,  elect  and  preiloua,  and  he 
that  believeth  on  him  shall  not  be  confounded. 
We  have  reason  to  believe,  that  whatever  he 
doth,  Is  only  best.     *<  God  saw  all  that  he  had 
Bsade^  and  liehold,  it  was  very  good."     Tliat 
word  will  hold  through  to  the  world's  end.    For 
my  part,  I  bless  his  name,  I  ha%-e  great  peace  in 
the  matter  of  my  suffering.     I  need  not  rci»eut, 
you  kuow  my  tejitimnuy  of  the  tliingn  in  contro- 
versy.    Jesus  Christ  is  a  King,  and  orily  hath 
power  to  appoint  the  officers  and  government  of 
nis  house,     it  is  a  fearful  thing^  to  violate  the 
oath  of  God|  and  fall  into  the  hand:t  of  a  living 
God.     It  (Uuld  not  well  be  ex|wcted,  but  there 
having  been  so  fair  and  so  general  prot'pMsions 
through  the  land,  the  Lord  would  put  men  to 
It,  and  it  is  like  It  shall  come  to  every  man  s 
door,  that  when  every  one,  actrwding  to  their 
inclinations,  have  acted  their  part,  and  he  seem.s 
to  stand  by,  he  may  come  at  last  and  art  his 
part,  and  vindicate  his  glor)-  and  truth.    I  have 
often  showed  you,  that  it  is  the  greatest  difficulty 
under  heaven,  to  believe  that  there  is  a  God, 
and  a  life  after  this;  and  have  often  told  you, 
that  for  my  part,  I  could  never  make  it  a  chief 
part  of  my  work  to  insist  upon  the  particular 
debates  of  the  time,  as  b<*ing  assured,   that  if 
a  man  drink  in  the  knowledge,  and  the  main 
foundations  of  Christian  religion,  and  have  the 
work  of  Goit's  Spirit  In  his  heart,  to  make  him 
walk  with  God,  and  make  conscience  of  his 
ways,  such  a  one  (except  he  be  giddy  with  self- 
conceit)  shall  not  readily  mistake  Christ's  quar- 
rel, to  join  fither  with  a  profane  atheist  party, 
or  any  fanatic  atheist  party ;  but  the  seiTet  of 
the  I^rd  will  be  with  them  that  fear  liim,  and 
he  will  show  them  his  covenant :  and  I  have 
thought  it  not  far  from  a  sure  argument,  that  a 
course  is  not  approven  of  God,  when  generally 
all  they  that  nre  godly,  and  all  profane  men 
turning  penitent,  scunner  at  it,  ami,  it  may  be, 
CAunot  tell  why,  and  generally  all  the  profane, 
at  the  first  sight,  and  all  that  had  a  profession  of 
piety,  when  they  turn  loose,  embrace  it,  and,  it 
may  be.  cannot  tell  why.     There  may  be  diver- 
sity of  judgment,  and  si>metimes  sharp  debutr^ 
among  them  that  are  going  to  heavi'ii ;  but  cer- 
tainly a  Npirit  guides  the  seed  of  the  woman,  and 
another  spirit  the  seed  of   the  serpent ;    and 
**  blessed  are  tlifv    that  know  their  Master's 
will,  and  do  it ;  blessed  are  they  that  endure  to 
the  end.'*     Both  you  and  I  have  great  cause  to 
bless  the  Loi*d,  howbeit  1  be  the  un  worthiest  of 
aJJ  that  ever  spakt!  in  hitt  name,  yet  my  labour 
Mtnongat  yon  luith  not  been  aUogelhet  '\n  vhiu, 
kai  8umo  hmh  given  evidence  of  a  re^l  ^foi-Vul 


the  Spint  of  grace  upon  their  heart  and  life,  of 
which  number  aome  are  already  in  glory>  and 
others  wrestling  through  an  eril  world,  and  I 
trust,  some  that  have  not  yet  given  great  evi- 
dence of  a  real  work  of  the  Smrlt  of  God  npoa 
their  heart,  may  have  the  seed  of  God  in  then, 
that  may  in  due  time  bud  foith,  at  least  at  their 
death.     But  ah  \  what  shall  be  said  of  them,  in 
whom  yet  an  evilspiritof  drunkenness,  of  gncd 
and  falM'liood,  of  malice,  of  lii^entlousness,  ol 
wilful  ignorance  and  neglect  of  pra^r,  and  sK 
the  means  of  salvation,   Is  still   reigning  and 
raging,  who  possibly  will  now  be  glad  that  they 
get  loose  reins  to  run  to  all  wickedneaa,  yea,  may 
be  carried  on  to  open  apostasy  and  persecution 
These  and  all  of  you,  1  request  in  the  bowels  tf 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  yea,  1  obtest  and  charpe 
you,  in  the  name  and  authority  of  him  that  shall 
judge  the  quick  and  the  dead,  that  you  turn 
speedily  to  the  Lord,  and  make  conscience  of 
prayer,  morning  and  evening,  and  read,  or  cauM 
read  to  you  some  of  his  word,  where  you  irill 
find  all  things  necessary  for  faith  and  convrna- 
tion.     It  is  true,  snares  and  temptations  sne 
many  and  strung  from  Satan,  from  the  world, 
and  fnmi  the  mind  and  heart  within,  but  faith 
in  God,  and  diligent  seeking  of  him  shall  over- 
come them  all.     Shall  not  the  care  of  your  im- 
mortal souls  go  beyond  the  love  of  this  life,  w 
any  thing  in  this  world  ?  Oh !  that  yon  woolJ 
but  taste  and  see  the  goodness  of  the  Lord,  and 
take  an  essay  for  a  while  of  sincere  serving  of 
him,  and  prove  him,  if  he  will  not  opefi  the 
windows  of  heaven,  and  pour  out  a  blesring. 
Let  me  obtain  this  of  yon,  as  a  recompense  ot 
all  the  labour  I  have  had  amongst  \-ou,  and  as 
an  allavlng  of  all  mv  sufferings.     1  am  put  ts 
that,  nher  you  read  this,  you  will  set  some  tiaic 
apart  each  of  you  alone,  or  in  ytmr  families,  u 
yt»u  have  ronvenlency,  to  think  on  these  dirw- 
tioUN  have  been  formerly  given  you  from  the 
word  of  God,  and  deal  eiimestly  with  him,  that 
you  may  remember  and  obey  them,  and  eBga||f 
your  hearts  to  him,  that  in  hisstrength  you  will 
walk  in  his  waj-s;  and  if  any  should  stubbornly 
negUrt  such  a  wholesome  counsel,  that  comfS 
from  an  earnest  desire  of  your  salvation,  1  will 
be  forced  to  bear  witnew  against  you,  yea,  thws 
words  you  now  hear  read  shall  bear  witnna 
against  you  in  the  day  of  the  Ix>nl,  that  lieht 
wiu*  hnlden  out  to  vou,  and  you  loved  darkiifss 
rather  than  light ;  ^)ut  I  destire  to  hope  brtter 
things  of  you.     If  the  Lord  see  It  good,  we  may 
sec  the  day  we  may  meet  again,  and  bless  his 
name  solemnly,  that  although  he  was  angnr,  his 
anger  is  turned  away ;  but  If  not,  the  good  will 
of  the  Lord  be  done.     I  think  I  may  say.  I 
could  have  been  well  content,  although  It  had 
been  with  many  dist'ouragementa  and  straits,  to 
have  gone  on  and  served  yon  all,  as  I  couM,  in 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ;  but  the  prerogative 
royal  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  peace  of  a  onan's 
own  conscience,  are  not  to  be  violated  on  any 
consideration,  neither  hath  there  been  a  blessing 
on  ought  that  Ls  done  against  theeew     I  was  very 
desirous,  and  used  means,  that  I  might  have 
come  and  seen  you,  and  at  least,  in  a  private 
^  way,  bidden  you  farewell  ere  I  liad  gone ;  but 
\  vi\«e  'v\s2tVv^<inkr«  VAiiiSleL«Ui«rwise  ordei'ed  it,  yet, 
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themsdvefl  in  the  manner  underwritten." 
M'c  have  had  Mr.  Li?ingstone*8  and  Mr. 
Gardinei^s ;  follows  Mr.  Trail  his  act  :— 

^'I  Mr.  Robert  Thul,  late  minister  at 
Edinlmigb,  bind  and  oblige  me  to  remove 
Ibrth  of  the  king's  dominions,  within  a  month 
after  the  date  hereof,  and  not  to  remain 
within  the  same  hereafter,  under  the  pain 
of  death.  In  witness  whereof,  I  have 
subscribed  these  presents,  at  Edinburgh, 
December  11th,  1602. 

••  Ro.  Trail." 

December  23d,  the  council  prorogate  his 
time  of  continuance  in  Scotland.  **'  Anent 
a  petition  of  Mr.  Robert  Trail,  sometime 
minister  at  Edinburgh,  showing,  that  by  an 
act  of  council  of  the  1 1th  day  of  this  instant, 
the  petitioner  is  ordained  to  remove  out  of 
this  kingdom,  within  a  month  after  the  date 
tbcreof ;  to  which  sentence,  as  he  did  then, 
80  he  does  now  humbly  submit :  but  seeing 
the  season  is  now  tempestuous,  and  that 
hardly  can  he  have  the  occasion  of  a  ship 
in  that  time,  and  that  the  petitioner  is 
towards  the  age  of  sixty  years,  if  not  more, 
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kowsorver,  I  carry  your  names  iduneiit  with  me 
Id  my  book,  yea,  shall  carry  them  in  mv  heut 
wbitLenoerer  I  go,  and  begs  your  mutual  pray- 
ers for  me,  that  I  may  Iw  kept  faithful,  and 
fruitful,  and  blamelvMS,  even  to  the  end,  and 
thatf  if  it  he  his  will,  1  may  be  restored  to  you. 
In  the  meantime,  lore  and  help  one  another. 
Have  a  care  to  breed  your  children  to  know  the 
Lordi  and  to  Iceep  tliemselves  from  the  pollu- 
tions of  an  evil  world.  1  recommend  to  you 
•bore  all  books  (except  the  blessed  word  of  God) 
the  Cot^ession  of  Faith  and  Lander  Catechism. 
Be  groondiug  youTHelves  and  one  another, 
M^nst  the  abominations  of  popery,  in  case  it 
would  prove  the  trial  of  the  time,  as  I  appre- 
hend it  may.  Let  a  care  be  had  of  the  poor  and 
sick  ;  there  is  left  as  much  in  an  ordinary  way 
as  will  suffice  for  meat  and  money,  a  year  and 
Bsere.  I  cannot  insist  on  the  iMvenil  particulars 
wherein  possibly  you  would  crave  advice:  the 
ward  is  a  lamp,  and  the  Spirit  of  Christ  will 
gnoidt  into  all  truth.  The  light  that  comes  of 
the  unfeigned  humiliation,  and  self-denial,  and 
eameat  prayer,  and  search  of  the  scriptiu'es,  is  a 
•nrs  lijckt.  I  know  that  my  word  Mid  writ  w 
ai  small  value;  yet  I  could  not  forbear,  but,  in 
a  few  words,  salute  you  before  I  went.  And 
noWf  dearly  beloved  and  longe<l  for,  farewelL 
The  Lord  of  all  grace,  who  luith  called  us  unto 
hb  eternal  glory  by  Jesus  Christ,  after  you  have 
•uArsd  a  while,  makeyou  perfect,  stablish,  aet- 
tle^  strengthen  you.  To  hun  he  glory  and  do- 
— iijtUw  for  ever  and  ever.     Amen. 

By  yoor  loving  servant  and  pastor 
in  the  I^ord, 

Joij:«  Lxvikgsto>'e. 

SMAi,  Apru  sd,  tees. 


and  so  cannot  well  undertake  remov- 
ing at  such  a  season,  without  evident 
hazard  of  his  life;  therefore  humbly  desiring 
that  the  said  space,  appointed  for  the  suppli- 
cants removal,  may  be  prorogate  for  some 
longer  time.  Which  petition  bebig  at  length 
heard,  read,  and  considered,  the  lords  of  his 
majesty's  privy  council  do  allow  and  grant 
warrant  to  the  supplicant  to  remain  within 
this  kingdom  for  the  space  of  a  month  after 

the day  of  Janimry  next  to  come,  and 

ordain  him  to  confine  himself  within  his  own 
house,  where  his  family  is,  during  that  space, 
cjlc  ?pt  the  last  eight  days,  which  is  allowed  to 
him  for  making  way  for  his  transportation.'* 
Those  three  took  up  the  council  at  that 
diet;  and  the  rest,  who  were  cited,  being 
called,  were  continued,  and  appointed  to 
continue  in  town,  and  attend  the  next  meet- 
ing  of  council.      Accordingly,  December 
1 6th,  **  Mr.  John  Menzics,  and  Mr.  George 
Meldrum  being  called,  compeared  personally, 
and  being  examined,  did  declare  their  readi- 
ness to  comply  with  the  government  of  thu 
church,  as  the  same  is  presently  established 
by  archbishops  imd  bishops,  and  most  cor- 
dially did  tflJLe  and  subscribe  the  oath  of 
allegiance,  in  presence  of  the  lords  of  coun- 
cil;   wherefore  they  do  seriously  recom- 
mend their  condition  and  case  to  the  arch- 
biidiop  of  St.  Andrews,  in  order  to  their 
restitution."    This  is  all  I  find  about  them 
in  the  registers.    We  shall  afterward  meet 
with  the  learned  Mr.  Menzies  in  the  pro- 
gress of  this  history,  and  see  how  burden- 
some this  compliance  with  prelacy  was  unto 
him,  before  his  death.    The  reverend  and 
learned  Mr.  Meldrum,  upon  misrepresenta- 
tions cast  upon  him  in  print,  did  at  the  end 
of  Doctor  Kule's  Second  Vindication  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland,  publish  an  account  of 
this,  and  other  parts  of  his  carriage  during 
prelacy;  of  which  Iwill  here  give  the  reader 
an  abstract,  that  this  great  man's  memory 
may  have  all  the  justice  I  can  do  him. 

**  He  was  ordained  minister  of  the  gospel 
by  the  presbyter}'  of  Aberdeen,  1659.  When 
prelacy  was  introduced  he  was  stopt  in  the 
exercise  of  his  ministry,  by  the  act  of  coun- 
cil, which  laid  aside  divers  hundreds  of 
worthy  ministers  of  this  church,  and  obliged 
them  \o  retire  \:>ncdX':)  tor^Ra  ^raBa^^Msa  ^ns.- 
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.  _g  Ishes,  because  they  received  not  pre- 
sentation from  the  patron,  and  coUa- 
tion  from  th  tnshop,  the  condition  of  which 
was  the  oatL  of  canonical  obedience.  At  first 
Mr.  Mcldnim  did  offer  submission,  and  to  join 
in  presbyteries  and  synods,  supposing  this 
was  but  the  same  that  worthy  men  have  done 
before  the  (year)  1638,  and  not  discerning, 
as  others  who  suffered  did,  the  di&rence 
betwixt  the  state  of  things,  anno  1662,  and 
before  the  (year)  1638. 

**  This  stop  in  the  exercise  of  his  ministry 
was  fourteen  days  before  the  bishop  of 
Aberdeen's  first  diocesan  synod ;  at  which^ 
when  he  passed  the  sentence  of  deposition 
against  the  learned  and  pious  IVIr.  Menzies, 
for  not  subscribing  the  oath  of  canonical 
obedience,  though  he  offered  submission,  as 
said  b,  the  bishop  joined  Mr.  Mcldrum  in 
the  sentence,  though  neither  present  nor 
cited  to  be  present.  Nothing  moved  with 
this  sentence  of  deposition,  Mr,  Meldrum 
retired  to  the  country,  twenty-eight  miles 
from  Aberdeen,  in  compliance  with  the 
council's  act.  Yet  in  the  beginning  of  De- 
cember, he  and  Mr.  Menzies  got  a  citation  to 
appear  before  the  councD,  as  was  said,  by 
the  procurement  of  the  bisliop  of  Aberdeen, 
who  allied  he  could  not  a{)pcar  in  the 
streets  of  that  city,  for  fear  of  the  people 
irritated,  as  was  alleged,  by  their  pastors 
whom  they  had  lost. 

"  When  they  appeared  before  the  council, 
the  commissioner  and  the  rest  of  the  coun- 
sellors, finding  them  willing  to  join  in  pres- 
byteries and  synods,  did  by  their  act  recom- 
mend them  to  the  bishop  of  St.  Andrews 
to  be  restored  to  their  places.  When  this 
was  presented  to  the  bishop,  he  readily 
promised  to  ohey  it,  but  never  spoke  to 
them  one  word  of  the  oath  of  canonical 
obedience.  And  when  in  his  letter  to  the 
bishop  of  Aberdeen,  he  signified  that  we 
were  willing  to  own  the  government,  Mr. 
Mcldrum  refused  to  receive  it  unless  he 
added  this  qualification,  '  so  far  as  to  join 
in  presbyteries  and  synods;'  to  whicli  the 
primate  agreed,  when  they  would  take  it  in 
no  other  terms. 

"  When  Mr.  Menzies  and  Mr.  Meldrum 

returned,   bishop  Mitchel  ordered  "\5ocx.ot 

Ac/f  A  to  read  tliat  paper  publicly  in  AXjw 
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deen,  thinking  therd)y  to  lessen  thdr  enteem: 
but  tlie  design  fiuled ;  none  of  thera  were 
present  at  the  reading  of  iL  But  next 
Lord's  day,  when  Mr.  Blddrum  appeared 
first  in  the  pulpit,  he  told  bis  hearers,  and 
the  bishop  of  Ross  was  one  of  them,  that 
he  conceived  he  had  yielded  to  nothing,  but 
what  al  first  he  had  ofiSsred,  viz.  to  join  in  sy- 
nods and  presbyteries.  Mr.  Meldrum  adds, 
that  Mr.  Menzies's  compliance  was  grieroui 
to  that  learned  andpious  man  at  his  death,  and 
to  himself  several  years  before,  and  tells  the 
world  that  he  repents  for  the  subacribii^ 
that  paper  of  submission  to  join  in  presbyteries 
•and  synods,  and  asserts  he  never  tocik,  the 
oath  of  canonical  obedience. 

**  He  confesses  that  afterward  he  did  sit 
in  presbyteries  and  synods,  thinking  himself 
fi*ee  to  join  in  those  duties,  to  which  he 
was  authorized  by  his  office,  although  there 
had  not  been  one  bishop  in  the  worid ;  yet 
adds,  if  any  can  show  me  wherein  I  have 
complied  contrary  to  my  principles,  or  to 
the  just  offence  of  others,  which  I  have  not 
confessed  already,  I  am  ready  to  acknow- 
ledge it  was  my  fault :  but  this  I  can  say, 
the  bishops  themselves  did  not  judge  me  a 
favourer  of  prelacy ;  and  my  intimates  knew 
me  to  be  presbytcrian  in  my  principled 
and  I  did  never  wittingly  desert  those  prin* 
ciplcs.  He  adds,  that  it  was  a  manifest 
untruth  that  he  took  the  declaration  when 
he  was  admitted  rector  in  the  Marishal  col- 
lege of  Aberdeen,  and  appeals  to  the  records, 
and  declares  he  never  took  it  then,  or  at  any 
other  time.  He  says,  that  it  was  none  of 
the  least  causes  of  his  refusing  the  test,  that 
he  was  obliged  thereby  to  declare  that  there 
lay  no  obligation  upon  him  to  endeavour 
any  alterati(m  in  the  government  of  the 
church,  and  professes  he  judged  it  duty 
in  his  station,  and  according  to  his  power 
did  endeavour,  to  promote  the  alteration 
and  removal  of  it,  and  prays  tliat  it  may 
never  retiuTi." 

Tliis  truly  great  man,  and  ornament  to 
this  church,  Mr.  George  Meldrum,  is  so 
well  known,  and  his  memory  so  savoury, 
that  I  need  say  nothing  of  him  to  the  most 
yet  alive;  and  his  works  show  abundantly 
^V\\&  eminent  abilities.     He  was  remarkably 
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league  Mr.  Menses,  against  the  quakers, 
and  the  cunning  Jesuits,  till  the  self-contnip 
dictory  test  turned  him  out  of  that  city: 
and  with  many  other  pious  and  learned  minis- 
ten  he  was  persecuted,  and  silenced  till  the 
toleration ;  a  little  after  which  he  was  set- 
tled at  the  parish  of  Kilwinning,  where  he 
was  soon  called  to  more  public  service. 
He  had  an  invitation  from  the  university  of 
Glasgow,  to  be  colleague  in  the  profession 
of  divinity  with  the  reverend  Mr.  James 
Wodrow;  and  a  call  to  the  dty  of  Edin- 
burgh, to  which  he  was  transported,  and 
preached  many  years  to  gretit  edification, 
and  was  a  mighty  master  of  the  holy  scrip- 
tures, and  blessed  with  the  greatest  talent  of 
opening  them  up,  or  lecturing,  of  any  I 
ever  heard.     After  the  death  of  that  great 
light,  the  reverend  Mr.  George  Campbell, 
Mr.  Mddnnn  was  brought  to  the  chair  of 
divinity  at  Edinburgh,  which  how  well  he 
filled,  many  of  the  ministers  of  this  church 
can  testify.    By  a  prudent  and  faithful  ser- 
mon of  his  against  episcopacy,  he  was  led 
into  a  public  debate  with  some  of  the  abet- 
tors of  it;  and  how  generally  useful   he 
was  to  stop  the  design,  1703,  to  introduce 
toleration  and  patronages  in  this  church,  is 
well  enough  yet  remembered ;  and  what  he. 
printed  upon  the  nice  subject  of  toleration^ 
led  him  into  a  paper  war  with  Mr.  Sage, 
and  some  others  of  the  episcopal  clergy, 
where  he  had  an  open  field  to  display  the 
great  talents  of  learning,  prudence,  and  zeal 
his  Master  had  bestowed  on  him.     Should 
I  speak  of  his  singular  usefulness  in  church 
judicatories,  his  modest  and  healing  temper, 
his  soUdity  in  teaching,  hb  success  in  preach- 
ing, his  excellent  conversation,  and  abound- 
ing in  alms  and  charity,  I  would  not  soon 
end.    He  will  make  a  bright  figure  when- 
ever we  shall  have  the  benefit  of  the  lives 
of  our  Scots  ministers :  and  his  compliance 
at  this  time,  we  see,  was  matter  of  deep 
repentance  to  himself.     I  go  fon^ard  to  the 
rest  of  the  ministers,  who  being  called,  were 
continued  till  the  next  council-day. 

Accordingly,  December  23d,  Mr.  John 
Neave  or  Nevoy  compeared,  and  was  exam- 
ined, and,  upon  his  refusal  of  the  oath  of 
allq^ancc,  he  was  banished,  and  enacted 
himsrif  89  SoUhwj, 
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**  I  Mr.  John  Neave,  late  minister 
of  the  gospel  at  Newmills,  bind 
and  oblige  mo  to  remove  myself  forth  of  the 
king's  dominions,  and  not  to  retunij  under 
the  pain  of  death,  and  that  I  shall  remove 
before  the  first  of  February ;  and  that  I  bhall 
not  remain  within  the  dioceses  of  Edinburgh 
or  Glasgow  in  the  meanwhile.  Subscribed 
at  Edinburgh,  December  23d, 

*  John  Neave." 

This  excellent  man  was  the  earl  of  Lou- 
don's minister,  and  very  much  valued  by  his 
lordship,  and  therefore  must  be  attacked 
now :  he  was  a  person  of  very  considerable 
parts,  and  bright  piety.  There  is  a  handsome 
paraphrase  of  his  upon  the  Song  of  Solomon, 
in  Latin  verse,  printed;  and  I  have  seen 
some  accurate  sermons  of  his  upon  Christ's 
temptations,  which  I  wish  were  publishod. 
He  obeyed  the  sentence,  and  died  abroad, 

Mr.  John  Cameron  next  appeared,  "  Who 
being  examined,  and  heard  to  express  him- 
self as  to  his  principles  towards  the  present 
government  in  church  and  state,  the  lords  of 
council  ordain  him  forthwith  to  remove  him- 
self with  all  convenient  diligence  from  the 
place  of  his  present  dwelling,  and  confine 
himself  within  the  bounds  of  Lochaber,  and 
not  to  remove  forth  thereof  without  license 
from  his  majesty  or  the  privy  council,  as  he 
will  be  answerable  at  his  utmost  peril.*'  He 
was  a  singularly  pious  and  religioqs  person, 
and  he  got  this  favour,  if  it  may  be  so  called, 
not  to  have  the  oath  put  to  him,  by  the  in- 
terposition of  his  chief  the  laird  of  Lochiel, 
who  was  caution  for  Mr  Cameron's  peace- 
able behaviour,  and  his  keeping  his  confine- 
ment. He  continued  some  time  at  the  desert- 
ed garrison  of  Invcrlochic,  where  he  preached 
to  Lochicl's  family;  and  the  people  about 
came  in  and  heard  him.  He  lived  a  good 
many  years  after  this,  and  had  several  re> 
markable  communications  of  the  Lord's  mind 
as  to  the  events  a  coming  in  this  church. 

That  same  day,  "  Mr.  James  Nasmitli, 
and  Mr.  Samuel  Austin,  compeared  person- 
ally, were  referred  by  the  lords  of  council  to 
the  commissioner  his  grace,  that  he  may  take 
such  course  and  order  with  them  as  he 
thinks  fit ;  and  they  appointed  to  attend  and 
wiut  his  pleasure."  He  was  not  long  aftrr 
this  in  vVie  couuuv.uw^  \\.  'vovW  wsssv^o* 
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No  accounts  hare 


1  Hti9  <6xtim\ssi<mer  put  bade  Mr.  Nasmith 
upon  the  council ;  for  I  find,  Janu- 
ary 6th,  next  year,  Mr.  Nasmith  appears 
before  the  council,  and  they  ordain  him, 
**  To  confine  himself  within  the  bounds  of 
the  sheriffciom  of  Merse,  till  further  order, 
and  that  he  demean  himself  in  the  meantime 
peaceably.  I  have  no  more  of  Mr.  Austin.'* 
At  that  diet,  Januar}'  fith,  Mr.  Alexander 
Dunlop,  minister  at  Paisley,  mtis  before 
them ;  **  Who  being  examined,  and  the  oath 
of  allegiance  offered  to  him  to  be  taken  and 
subscribed,  and  he  revising  the  same,  the 
lortis  of  cotmcil  ordain  him  to  be  banished 
forth  of  his  majesty's  dominions,  reserving 
to  themselves  to  prefix  the  time  of  his  re- 
moval ;  and  in  the  meantime  ordmn  him  to 
confine  himself  within  the  bounds  of  the 
dioceses  of  Aberdeen,  Brechin,  Caithness,  or 
Dunkeld ;  and  allow  him  the  space  of  ten 
days  to  go  home  and  order  his  business  and 
affairs."  He  was  a  person  of  eminent  piety, 
and  extraordinary  diligence  and  learning, 
and  singular  prudence  and  sweetness  of 
temper.  He  has  left  behind  him,  among 
other  valuable  papers,  collections  towards  a 
system  of  divinity  in  English,  which  had 
he  been  able  to  have  put  in  order,  would 
have  been  one  of  the  most  valuable  bodies 
of  divinity  which  hath  been  drawn  up. 

I  find  nothing  in  the  registers  about  Mr. 
Alexander  Gordon,  the  marquis  of  Arg}-le 
his  minister  at  Inveraray :  the  reason  is,  he 
was  under  a  dangerous  fever  when  cited  be- 
iote  the  council.  The  magistrates  of  that 
place  sent  up  a  tcstificate  under  the  physi- 
cians' hands,  which  the  council  could  not  but 
accept.  He  was  a  while  forgot  as  dead, 
and  indeed  he  was  very  near  death,  but  the 
Lord  had  more  work  for  him  ;  and  he  upon 
his  recovery  continued  some  years  preaching 
in  bishop  Fletcher's  time :  but  when  Scro- 
gie  succeeded  to  that  bishopric,  Mr.  Gordon 
fell  into  very  great  hardships,  and  sore  per- 
secution, of  which  he  told  me  he  had  drawn 
up  a  large  account,  but  I  have  not  been  able 
yet  to  come  by  it.  This  good  man  was  a 
member  of  the  assembly  1651,  and  I  have 
a  very  distinct  and  acairate  account  of  their 
procedure,  writ  by  him  at  the  time,  which  he 
gave  me.  He  Jived  to  a  great  age,  bxw\  ^oed 
in  the  Lord,  1714. 


\' 


[book  u 

to  my  hand 
about  Messrs.  Andrew  and  Alexander  Cants, 
who  were  present  upon  citation.  This  is  all 
I  have  of  those  excdlent  men,  marked  oat 
in  all  the  comers  of  the  chureh.  Mr.  Don- 
lop  was  banished,  but  came  to  be  overlooked. 
Messrs.  Trail,  Livingstone,  Brown,  Nevoy, 
and  Gardiner,  went  over  to  Holland  begin- 
ning of  next  year,  being  turned  out  of  their 
native  country,  merely  for  refbsing  the  oatii 
of  allegiance,  though  all  of  them  were  will- 
ing to  take  it  in  the  very  sense  the  managers 
siud  they  had  themselves  taken  it  in.  Mr. 
Tnul  returned,  and  died  in  Scotland.  Mr. 
Gardiner,  through  his  tedious  exile,  fdl 
under  some  mdancholy,  and  ventured  home 
likewise,  and  was  overlooked.  Tlie  rest, 
with  BIr.  MVairdand  Mr.  Simpson,  died  in 
a  strange  land.  We  shall  meet  with  a  good 
many  more  presbyterian  nunistem  attacked 
next  year,  but  we  may  well  reckon  these 
spoken  of  in  this  chapter,  among  the  first 
worthies. 

8BCT.  VI. 

Of  tome  few  o^ur  remtnrJM/et  Hhsyear^  166^. 

I  COME  now  to  conclude  this  chapter  with  a 
few  other  incidental  matters  thia  year,  that 
came  not  in  so  well  upon  the  general  heads 
in  the  former  sections,  and  yet  tend  a  little 
to  enlighten  the  history  of  this  period  I  am 
now  upon ;  and  I  give  them  just  in  the  order 
of  time  in  which  they  oSSesr, 

The  council  pass  their  act  and  proclama- 
tion for  keeping  of  Lent,  February  6th,  and 
the  curious  reader  may  desire  to  ha\'e  the 
tenor  of  it, 

**  The  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  coun- 
cil, taking  to  their  consideration  the  great 
advantage  and  profit  which  will  redound  to 
all  the  lieges  of  this  kingdom,  by  keeping 
the  time  of  Lent,  and  the  weekly  fish  days, 
viz.  Wednesday,  Friday,  Saturday,  and  dis- 
charging all  persons  to  eat  flesh  during  that 
time,  and  upon  the  said  dajrs,  or  to  kill  acd 
sell  in  markets  any  sort  of  fleshes  whokh  are 
usually  bought  at  other  times ;  whereby  the 
young  brood  and  store  will  be  preserved,  so 
\V\sJL  x^cxcfifter  the  haiard  of  scarcity  and 
Clc«x^  tcw;  \vt  \K«i«ck\xj^.\  wL  the  fishes. 


CHAP.  lll«3  OF  TH£  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND.  519 

irhich,  by  the  mercy  of  God  abound  in  the  fish,  which  the  Lord  ham  so  bounti- 

mU  and  (raflh  wmtera  of  this  kingdom,  may  fully  given  us ;  and  had  the  council 

be  m«de  use  of  for  the  food  and  entertain-  seen  to  the  execution  of  this  good  act,  as 

of  the  li^ges^  to  the  profit  and  en-  well  aa  they  did  the  severe  and  bloody  acts 


166S. 


eouragement  of  many  poor  ^milies,  who  live  i  against  presbyterians,  it  had  been  much  for 
by  fishing ;  the  improvement  of  which  has  the  interest  of  the  lieges  :*  but  we  shall  find 
not  been  looked  unto  these  many  years  by-  them  so  much  taken  up  to  satisfy  the  pre- 
gone,  which  hath  been  occasioned  by  the  ;  lates,  and  execute  their  desires  against  pres- 
uniTersal  allowance  of   eating  flesh,   and  .  byterians,  that  so  useful  an  act  as  this  is 


keeping  of  markets  for  it  at  all  ordinary 
timea  without  any  restraint ;  against  which 
many  laudable  laws  have  been  made,  and 
acts  of  parliament,  prohibiting  the  eating  of 
flesh  during  the  said  time  of  Lent,  or  upon 
the  said  fish  days,  under  the  pains  therein 
contained:  ordain  and  command  that  the 
time  of  Lent  for  this  year,  and  yearly  here- 
after, shall  begin  and  be  kept  as  before  the 
year  of  God  1640,  and  that  the  said  weekly 
fish  days  be  strictly  observed  in  all  time 
coming;  and  that  no  subject  of  whatsoever 
quality,  rank  or  degree,  except  they  have  a 
special  license  under  the  hand  of  the  clerk 
of  the  council,  presume  to  eat  flesh  during 
the  said  space  of  Lent,  or  upon  the  three 
said  weekly  fish  days ;  and  that  no  butchers, 


(was)  very  much  neglected,  and,  as  fiu:  as  I 
know,  came  to  nothing. 

This  same  month  the  articles  of  marriage, 
betwixt  the  king  and  princess  Katharine  of 
Portugal,  came  to  be  made  public:  and 
with  a  view  to  have  our  nobility  present  at 
her  reception,  the  parliament  as  we  heard, 
was  adjourned  firom  February  to  May. 
The  articles  of  that  marriage  diflered  much 
fit>m  these  in  the  projected  match  with 
Spain,  and  the  real  marriage  of  Charles  L 
with  France :  and,  as  I  find  them  in  papers 
come  to  my  hand,  the  chief  are,  *'  That 
the  queen  be  of  the  protestant  religion, 
which  I  do  not  know  if  ever  any  care  was 
taken  about.  That  she  bring  no  priests  with 
her.    That  the  half  of  the  silver  mines  the 


eooks,  or  ostlers,  kill,  make  ready,  or  sell    king  of  Portugal  hath,  belong  to  Britain. 


any  flesh,  either  publicly  in  markets,  or  prt* 
vately  in  their  own  houses,  during  the  said 
time,  or  upon  the  said  days,  under  the  pen- 
alties following,  to  be  exacted  with  all  rigour, 
▼iz.  for  the  first  fault  ten  pounds,  for  the 
aetond  twenty  pounds,  for  the  third  forty 
pounds,  and  so  to  be  multiplied  according 
to  the  oft  contravening  of  the  said  act,  to 
be  exacted  and  paid,  the  one  half  to  the 
king's  majesty,  the  other  half  to  the  delaters. 
Likeaa  for  the  surer  exacting  of  the  said 
pains,  they  give  power  and  warrant  to  all 
magistrates  within  burghs,  and  all  sheriffs, 
Stewarts,  and  bailies,   within  their  several 


That  after  the  decease  of  t!ie  king  of  Por- 
tugal's son,  if  he  die  without  heir,  the  king- 
dom  of  Portugal  shall  belong  to  England.*' 
Those  were  the  articles  given  out  here  in 


*  We  ronfen,  that  w«  do  not  mm  this  act 
exactly  in  the  light  in  whic-h  our  historian 
Beemt  to  bare  viewed  it.  If  it  ww  iDtendcd 
to  promote  purposes  merely  '^'ivil,  its  provitioni 
were  preposterous  and  absurd.  If  it  was  1d- 
tcndeu  to  have  also  a  religious  reference,  which 
we  cannot  help  strongly  suspectinr,  they  were 
at  the  same  time  Impious.  We  do  not  believe 
that  compulsorT  labour,  or  compulsory  diet,  can 
be  established  m  any  country  with  advantafe. 
Ignorant  indeed  must  that  people  be,  who,  if 
left  to  their  own  discretion,  cannot  discover 

jori«.ic^^  to  inqnire  after  the  contra- 1  JT^^'^ltr^J/r'd'fh^ "Kli:^^^^^ 
veners,  and  to  pursue  them  before  the  lords  |  most  suitable  to  their  poUtes  and  their  purses; 

of  council,  or  such  others  as  shall  be  appomt-  I  ^^^J^^?^  P''i"j;*"il!?  ''^  r"«*°"»  ''''***^IIS?'T 
.         ,  ,^         ^       .         i«.  A    7      I  •       haddocks  and  herring  for  so  long  a  period  of 

ed  or  delegate  for  that  eirect  And  ordain  ;  the  year,  and  for  so  many  daya  of  the  week,  to 
publication  hereof  to  be  made  at  the  market  ,  preserve  them  in  healthful  operation,  cannot 
■  -»,,..       •  J      II      ^L         I  i  possibly  have  anv  connexion  cither  with  moral- 

cross  of  Edinburgh,  and  all  other  places    {^  ^^  ^mon  sense.    Such,  however,  has  been 

needfol,  that  none  pretend  ignorance."  and  still  is  the  religion  of  the  far  greater  por- 

_. .  ,         .  I  .  >    '  tion  of  the  world  called  Christian ;    and    so 

This  proclamation  was  merely  a  reqmsi-  ,  ,„^  „  ^^^^  .hall  be  the  case,  it  will  be  impoa- 

tion  of  n   dvil   keeping  of  Lent,  and  the  r  sibla  to  vindicate  (extraordinary  cases  and  cir- 

.1     -  .     . /.  ,  -.u«  r.r...rTTnt:r.»  ^^  *k^    ciimstances  cxccptcd)  any  enactment  of  the  kind 

weekly  fish  da>is,  for  the  preservation  of  the    „f^^^  ^  from  having,  at  least,  « the  a^Qear 

|ouiig  bestial^  amf  the  consumption  of  our  ^  anoa  o{  eVA;'— £d. 
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lfi62  ^^^^^>  whether  they  hold  I  do 
not  know. 

This  year  the  usual  solemnities  were  kept 
up  in  all  cities  and  burghs,  in  celebrating  of 
the  29th  of  May ;  and  we  have  heard  the  non- 
observance  of  it  as  an  anniversary  holyday, 
was  matter  of  great  trouble  to  prcsbyterian 
ministers :  but  the  town  of  Linlithgow  sig- 
nalized themselves,  by  mixing  in  with  their 
solemnity  a  most  horrid,  irreligious,  and  un- 
accountable treatment  of  our  solemn  cove- 
nants, which  was  a  matter  of  grief  unto  all 
who  had  any  regard  to  religion  and  sacred 
things,  and  a  terrible  guilt  and  stain  upon 
poor  Scotland.  The  account  given  by  the 
profane  and  impious  actors  of  this  abom- 
inable jest  upon  sacred  tilings,  when  at  this 
time  they  gloried  in  their  shame,  I  shall  give 
here  from  a  paper  writ  this  year,  which 
follows. 

**  Our  solemnity  at  Linlithgow,  May  29th, 
16C'2,  was  {icrformed  after  this  manner. 
Divine  service  being  ended,  the  magistrates 
a  little  thereafter  repaired  to  the  earl  of 
Linlithgow  his  lodging,  to  invite  his  lord- 
ship to  honour  them  with  his  presence  at 
the  solemnity  of  that  day ;  which  he  did. 
Then  coming  to  the  market-place,  where  a 
table  covered  with  confections  was  placed, 
they  were  met  by  the  minister  of  the  place, 
who  prayed  to  them,  and  sung  a  psalm; 
afler  which,  eating  a  little  of  the  confections, 
they  threw  the  rest  among  the  people. 

"  Meanwhile  the  fountain  did  run  plenti- 
fully with  French  and  Spanish  wine,  and 
continued  so  for  two  or  three  hours.  The 
earl  of  Linlithgow,  and  the  magistrates, 
drank  the  king  and  queen,  and  the  royal 
family  and  progeny,  their  healths. 

"  At  the  cross  was  erected  an  arch,  stand- 
ing upon  four  pillars  :  on  the  one  side  of  the 
arch  was  placed  a  statue  in  form  of  an  old 
hag,  having  the  covenant  in  her  hand,  with 
this  superscription,  a  glorious  REFomiA- 
TioN.  C)n  the  other  side,  there  was  another 
statue,  in  a  Whigmuir*s  habit,  having  the 
remonstrance  in  his  hand,  with  this  inscrip- 
tion,    NO    ASSOCIATION    WITH     MALIGN  ANTS. 

On  the  top  of  the  arch  was  placed  a  statue, 

representing  the  devil  as  an  angel  of  light, 

with  this  label  at  his  moulli,  stasi>  to  Twt 

CAUSE, 
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**  Tho  arch  was  beautifiilly  adonied  with 


sevend  draughts  of  rocks»  reelt^  and  kiifc 
stoob  upon  the  pillar  beneath  the  oorenant: 
and  upon  thepiUar  beneath  themDonstmioe 
were  drawn  hrechams^  cogs,  and  ^kxmis. 

**  Within  the  arch,  upon  the  right  hand, 
was  drawn  a  committee  of  estates^  with  thit 
superscription,  act  fob  dbuybmng  up  the 
KUf  o.  On  the  left  hand,  was  drawn  a  com- 
mission of  the  kirk,  with  this  inscription, 
ACT  OF  THE  WEST  KIRK.  In  the  Duddle  €< 
the  arch  huqg  a  tablet  with  this  litany, 

"  From  corenanten  with  uplifM  hands. 
From  remonstrators  with  taaotnaJbt  baadi, 
From  such  committMs  m  governed  this  natiMv 
From  kirk  commiwions  and  their  protestation. 

Oood  Lord  deliver  vi. 

^  Upon  the  back  of  the  arch  was  draws 
the  picture  of  rebdlk>n,  in  a  religious  habi^ 
with  eyes  turned  up,  and  other  fanatic  get* 
tures:  in  its  right  hand  holding  i£z  bbx, 
that  infamous  book,  maintaining,  among 
other  absurd  tenets,  defensive  arms ;  and  in 
its  lefl  hand  holding  that  pitiful  pamphlet, 

THE  CAUSES  OF  G0D*S  WIUTH.     Round  sbout 

her  were  lying  acts  of  parliament,  acts  of 
committees  of  estates,  acts  of  general  assem- 
blies, and  commissions  of  kirk,  with  their 
protestations  and  declarations  during  those 
twenty-two  years'  rebdlion.  Above  her  wis 
this  superscription,  rebellion  is  as  the  six 

OF  WITCHCRAFT. 

"  At  drinking  the  king's  health,  fire  was 
put  to  the  frame,  and  the  fire-works  about 
it  gave  many  fine  reports,  and  suddenly  til 
was  consumed  to  ashes;  which  being  con* 
sumed,  straightway  there  appeared  a  tablet 
supported  by  two  angels,  bearing  this  in* 
scription. 

<*  Great  Britain^a  monaruh  on  this  day  was  bora. 
And  to  liis  Idngdoms  happily  restored: 
llie  queen's  arrived,  the  mitre  now  is  worn ; 
Let  118  rejoice,  this  day  is  from  the  Loed. 

Fly  hence,  all  traitors  who  did  mar  our  peaoei 
Fly  hence,  schismatics  who  our  church  did  ren^ 
Hy,  covenanting  rcmonstratinj;  race ; 
Let  us  Tigofce  that  God  this  day  hath  sect 

"  Then  the  magistrates  accompanied  the 

earl  of  Linlithgow  to  the  palace,  where  the 

earl  had  a  magnificent  bonfire,  and  drank 

^  Nvith  the  magistrates  the  king's,  queen's,  and 

\  o\\\ct  \o^^\waiL>\\&.  \Oms\\  they  had  taken 


CHAP;  III.3  OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND. 


391 


tbair  laiva  of  the  orl,  the  magistntes, 
acoompttiied  with  a  great  many  of  the  in- 
hafaitantSy  made  their  procesmon  dutniglh 
the  town,  Mhiting  eveiy  person  of  account.'* 
Reflectioiu  upon  this  mean  mock  of  the 
vork  of  reformation,  and  appcanmces  for 
rdigion  and  liberty,  are  obvious.  Whatever 
the  difiereot  sentiments  of  sober  and  any 
way  scrkms  persons  might  have  been  at  this 
time,  as  to  our  covenants,  yet,  I  persuade 
aiyself,  such  impious  and  scurrilous  treat- 
ment of  those  solemn  and  national  des  and 
engagements,  wherein  the  holy  and  fearful 
name  of  the  Lord  our  God  was  called  upon, 
hath  been,  and  is  matter  of  deep  abhorrence 
to  all  who  have  any  reverence  for  that  holy 
and  sacred  name.  Indeed,  if  this  public 
reproach  upon,  and  burning  of  the  cove- 
nants, could  have  loosed  their  obligation,  one 
would  think  this  profane  work  was  necessary 
upon  these  anniversary  days,  really  contrary 
to  the  relbrmadon  we  are  bound  down 
to  by  them;  but  that  was  beyond  their 
power.  This  wicked  attack,  not  only  upon 
our  religious  ties,  which  were  the  glory  of 
Scotland,  but  also  upon  the  appearances 
made  for  recovering  and  preserving  our  civil 
liberty,  was  chiefly  managed  by  Robert 
Miln,  then  bailie  of  Linlithgow,  and  Mr. 
Jaanes  Ramsay,  at  this  time  minister  of 
the  town.  The  first  in  some  time  ther^ 
afler  came  to  great  riches  and  honour,  but 
outlived  them  and  the  exercise  of  his 
judgment  too,  and  died  bankrupt  in  miser- 
able  circumstances  at  Holyrood-house.  The 
other,  for  this  meritorious  act  of  loyalty, 
after  he  was  made  dean  of  Hamilton,  came 
at  length  to  be  bishop  of  Dunblane,  where 
we  shall  afterwards  meet  with  him,  in  no 
good  terms  with  his  superior  the  primate. 
Both  of  them,  some  few  years  ago,  had 
solemnly  entered  into,  and  renewed  these 
covenants,  with  uplifted  hands  to  the  Lord. 
This  vile  pageantry  was  not  required  by  any 
law,  or  order  from  the  government,  and  so 
I  hope  is  not  chargeable  upon  the  public, 
any  further  than  it  was  not  punished :  and 
as  it  had  no  precedent  in  Scotland,  so  there 
was  no  appointment  for  it,  or  approbadon  of 
it  by  the  town-council  of  Linlithgow.  It 
was  then  both  officiously  and  impiously  per- 
petrate, and  comes  very  near  Befshazzar*s 


quaffing  in  the  holy  vessels.  Tliose  .g^^ 
people  would  outrun  others  in  wick- 
edness, and  by  this  bold  insult  upon  religious 
matters,  for  what  I  know,  without  parallel 
in  the  whole  world,  avowed  themselves  per- 
jured, and  left  a  blot  upon  thdr  memory  in 
after  times. 

Some  time  in  June  or  July  this  year,  the 
commissioner  stooped  so  low,  as  to  procure 
an  order  of  parliament,  for  the  raang  of  the 
reverend  Mr.  Alexander  Henderson  his 
monument  in  the  Grayfriars'  church-j'ard, 
Edinburgh.  After  his  death,  August  18th^ 
1646,  a  monument  was  erected  for  him, 
with  a  p}Tamid,  and  inscripdon,  wherein 
some  mendon  was  made  of  the  solemn 
league  and  covenant.  Indeed  so  great  and 
useful  a  man  as  he  was,  whose  character  I 
shall  leave  to  the  writers  of  the  history  of 
this  church,  from  the  (year)  1637,  to  his 
death,  when  he  had  so  great  a  share  in  all 
public  ecdesiasdcal  transactions,  deserved 
to  be  had  in  remembrance.  Now  the  letters 
and  inscription  must  be  razed,  and  the 
memory  of  this  extraor^ory  person  stmned 
as  much  as  might  be.  Yet,  after  all  this, 
the  abettors  of  prelacy,  sensible  of  the  great 
endowments  of  Mr.  Henderson,  would  fain 
have  him  brought  over  to  their  side  at  his 
death;  and  palm  upon  the  world  most 
groundless  stories  of  his  changing  his  prin- 
ciples at  his  last  hours. 

I  omitted  to  observe,  that  the  cuuncil, 
immediately  after  the  rising  of  the  parlia- 
ment, September  1 0th, "  ordain  the  act  of 
parliament,  intituled.  Act  concerning  the 
declaradon  to  be  signed  by  all  persons  in 
public  trust,  to  be  signed  by  all  who  have 
not  subscribed  the  same,  in  the  presence  of 
any  one  of  the  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy 
council :  and  that  thereafter  they  cause  their 
deputes,  clerks,  Stewarts,  or  commissaries, 
thdr  deputes  and  their  clerks,  magistrates, 
and  members  of  council  in  burghs,  jusdccs 
of  peace  and  their  clerks,  within  their  re- 
spective bounds,  subscribe  the  said  declara- 
don, conform  to  the  said  act  of  parliament, 
in  all  points ;  and  that  they  moke  a  report 
of  their  diligence  in  the  premises  to  the 
council.*'  The  pushing  of  Uiis  order  brought 
a  vost  deal  of  trouble  to  the  co%Mvtr3^<5C 
whicli  we  sVi^lSiYvwe  \t«!lOTit«i  tS«r«^^:^ 
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16fiSL  ^^^  ^^  dection  of  magistrates 
in  Edinbiugh  this  year,  ail  the  min- 
istera  of  the  town,  as  we  have  heard,  were 
disdkarged  preaching,  save  Mr.  Robert  Law* 
*ie.  I  find  one,  who  is  no  enemy  to  the 
change  in  church  government,  observing, 
**  That  sermons  were  taught  by  strangers  in 
all  the  kirks,  but  they  were  not  well  liked ; 
the  people  went  from  kirk  to  kirk,  and  many 
wandered  to  other  kirks,  and  the  Monday's 
preaching  wwi  either  disused  or  ctischafged." 

Upon  the  5th  of  November,  Blr.  Joseph 
Meldrum  minister  at  Kinghom,  Blr.  John 
Robertson  parson  of  Dysart,  and  Bfr.  Archi* 
bald  Turner  minister  at  North  Berwick, 
were  received  ministers  of  Edinbui^.  Mr. 
Robertson  had  a  sermon  to  the  people,  and 
after  it,  came  down  to  the  eiders'  seat,  and 
placed  himself  with  the  other  two,  who  sat 
there  with  the  magistrates  and  elders.  Then 
the  bishop  of  Edinburgh  went  up  to  the 
pulpit,  and,  in  a  short  discourse,  dedared 
those  three  ministers  were  called  and  chosen ; 
and  they  were  received  by  the  elders  and 
magistrates,  who  afterwards  feasted  the 
company.  So  the  ministers  of  Edinburgh 
at  this  time  fixed,  were  those  three ;  Mr. 
Robert  Lawrie  continued ;  Mr.  John  Pater- 
son,  formerly  minister  of  Ellon,  and  after- 
ward bishop,  first  of  Galloway,  next  of  Edin- 
burgh, and  last  of  Glasgow,  was  received 
minister  there,  the  first  Sabbath  of  January 
next  year:  and  upon  the  first  Sabbath  of 
February,  Mr.  William  Annand,  formerly  a 
minister  in  England,  and  chaplain  to  the 
earl  of  Middleton,  was  received  minister 
there.  They  were  six  in  number,  and  some 
were  joined  to  them  as  helpers.  How  vast 
a  difference  must  every  body  allow  to  have 
been  betwixt  them,  and  Messrs.  Hufcheson, 
Douglas,  Trail,  Smith,  Stirling;  and  yet 
those  are  turned  out  to  make  room  for  them. 

Now  the  ministers  who  comply  have 
double  stipends  allowed  them,  when  they 
arc  translated  to  better  posts,  upon  consid- 
eration of  their  alleged  lo}'n]ty ;  when,  I  am 
sure,  the  presbyterian  ministers  who  are 
turned  out,  and  deprived  of  the  stipends  of 
these  vcr}'  years  for  which  they  had  ser\'ed 
the  cure,  had  much  more  appeared  for  the 
king's  interest.  Thus  I  find,  December 
JJth,  when  they  are  harassing  pre8b}terian 
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ministers,  **  The  council  taknig  to  their  con* 
■ideration,  that  Mr.  James  Chalmers,  late 
minister  of  Cullen  of  Boyn,  and  now  mini»- 
ter  of  Dumfries,  has  been  at  a  great  deal  o£ 
charges  and  puns  in  pursuance  oi  his 
majesty's  interest  and  government,  both  in 
church  and  state;  have  therefore  ordained, 
and  by  these  presents  ordain,  that  the 
present  year's  stipend,  1668,  due  to  the  late 
minister  at  Dumfries,  be  paid  to  the  said 
Mr.  James  Chahners ;  and  that  the  heritors, 
feuars,  farmers,  tenants,  possessors,  and 
others  liable,  make  ready  and  thankful  pay- 
ment of  the  same  to  bun,  or  any  having  his 
order;  and,  if  need  be,  ordain  letters  of 
homing  to  pass  hereupon  as  eficirs:  and 
this  is  without  prejudice  to  the  said  Mr. 
James,  of  the  said  year's  stipend,  1G62,  due 
to  him  from  the  parish  of  CuUen.*' 

December  25th,  being  yule-day,  was  kept 
thb  year  with  much  solemnity  at  Edinburgh. 
The  bishop  preached  himself,  and  the  com- 
missioner, with  a  good  many  of  the  nobility, 
and  the  magistrates,  came  to  the  new  church ; 
and  the  magistrates,  by  tuck  of  drum,  adver- 
tised all  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  to 
observe  the  remainder  of  that  day  as  a  holy- 
day  ;  and  discharged  any  shop  to  be  opened, 
or  any  market  to  be  in  the  streets,  under  the 
pain  of  twenty  shillings  scots.  And  1  know 
not,  but  this  was  the  last  time  ever  Middle 
ton  heard  sermon  in  Scotland ;  for  in  a  few 
days  after,  upon  a  call,  he  went  up  to  court, 
where  we  shall  meet  with  his  treatment 
next  year. 

I  shut  up  this  chapter  with  remarking, 
while  prelacy  is  set  and  setting  up  in  Scot- 
land, that  severe  proclamation  in  England  is 
emitted,  commonly  called,  the  Bartholomew 
act,  whereby  some  thousands  of  churches 
were,  August  24th,  this  year,  laid  desolate, 
and  multitudes  of  people  deprived  of  their 
pastors ;  and  a  set  of  ministers,  who  were 
equal  to  any  of  their  number  in  all  the  pn>- 
testant  churches,  were  laid  aside^  for  not 
doing  what  was  really  impossible  to  most  of 
them  to  do,  though  they  had  been,  as  they 
were  not,  satisfied  as  to  the  lawfulness  of 
what  was  required.  The  reverend  and 
learned  Dr.  Caiamy  has  done  them  jus- 
tice, and  set  this  matter  in  its  due  light,  by 
his  excellent  abridgment  of  Blr.  Oxter's 
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Life;  wluch  nipcnedei  my  observing  the 
inoonristency  of  thii  procedure  with  the 
dedaration  at  Breda;  and  the  great  and 
nndemahle  share  the  English  prcsbyterians 
had  in  the  king's  restoration.  In  short, 
the  same  prebtic  spirit  of  persecution, 
and  oppressing  people  in  their  consciences 
and  liberty,  was  raging  through  the  whole 
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CHAP.  IV. 

OP  TUB  STATE  AND  SUFFERINGS   OF   PRESBY- 
TERIANS, DURING  THE  TEAR  1663. 

lAfio  We  have  now  seen  the  scriptural 
mstitution  of  church  government 
overturned  in  Scotland,  and  prelacy  estab- 
lished, and  the  foundations  laid  of  turning 
out  all  the  presbytcrion  ministers,  and  man} 
of  them  confined  and  banished.  This  same 
work  is  carried  on  this  year,  and  the  few 
renaining  old  prcsbyterian  ministers  and 
others,  are  actaci(ed  and  harassed.  The 
council  hath  the  greatest  part  of  this  sad 
work  in  their  hand ;  and  from  thdr  books  I 
■m  to  give  a  distinct  account  both  of  their 
nore  general  acts,  and  particular  prosecu- 
tions of  ministers,  gentlemen,  and  great 
numbers  of  country  people,  for  their  affec- 
tion to  their  outed  ministers. 

This  summer  the  hands  are  changed  in 
Scotland,  and  a  considerable  turn  of  man- 
agers in  England  also:  chancellor  Hyde 
there,  and  Middleton  here,  the  great  abettors 
and  introducers  of  prelacy  in  all  its  heights, 
are  turned  out;  and  Lauderdale  comes  to 
Scotland,  and  the  parliament  sits  down, 
where  some  new  acts  arc  made  against  prcs- 
bytcrians.  The  act  for  balloting  is  re- 
scinded, and  Lauderdale  and  his  party  have 
the  entire  management  in  their  hands  for 
many  years. 

During  the  sitting  of  parliament,  the  ex- 
cellent lord  Wariston  in  executed;  and 
though  he  be  the  only  person  suffering  unto 
death,  yet  we  shall  have  abundance  of  others 
sorely  oppressed  this  year.  The  accounts 
of  these  will  afford  matter  for  five  or  six 
sections,  much  hi  the  order  I  liavc  used  in 
the  farmer  years. 


SECT.  I. 


Of  the  ejedion  of  near  four  hundred    |gg« 
minitterSf  the  dismal  ^ects  thererf, 
wUh  the  general  ilate  of  the  west  and  south 
country  this  ^ar,  1663. 


Having,  upon  the  former  year,  laid  before 
the  reader  the  act  of  the  council  at  Glasgow, 
and  what  followed  upon  it  toward  the  end 
of  the  year,  by  which  such  multitudes  of 
ministers  were  cast  out,  I  thought  this  as 
proper  a  place  as  I  could  find,  to  give  him 
some  further  view  of  this  mclanchc^y  scene 
and  its  consequents,  especially  in  the  west 
and  south  of  Scotland,  since  what  was 
begun  in  the  close  of  the  last  year,  was 
completed  in  the  beginning  of  this.  We 
shall  indeed  afterwards  meet  with  the  mile 
act,  and  that  dischaiging  alms  and  charity, 
and  some  others  about  presbyterian  minis- 
ters: but  those  formerly  mentioned  were 
the  great  foundation  of  scattering  these 
multitudes  of  worthy  ministers.  By  the 
act  of  Glasgow,  more  than  a  third  part  of 
the  ministers  of  the  church  of  Scotland 
were  cast  out  of  their  chains,  merely  for 
conscience*  sake,  because  they  would  not 
take  the  oath  imposed  upon  all  who  re- 
ceived presentations,  and  the  oath  of  canoni- 
cal obedience,  a  necessary  requisite  to  col- 
lation; and  because  they  could  not,  con- 
trary to  their  light,  subject  to  bishojis. 
Scotland  was  ne\'er  witness  to  such  a  sab- 
bath as  the  last  those  ministers  preached ; 
and  I  know  no  parallel  to  it,  save  the  17th 
of  August,  1662,  to  the  prcsb}'terians  in 
England.  It  was  not  now  as  it  came  to  be 
afterwards  in  the  year  1689,  when  the  epis- 
copal ministers  left  their  congregations,  the 
people  in  many  places  through  the  west 
and  south,  obliging  them  to  promise  they 
should  never  return  to  them:  but  when 
those  I  am  now  speaking  of  took  their  leave 
of  their  dear  flocks,  it  was  a  day  not  only 
of  weeping  but  howling,  like  "  the  weeping 
of  Jazcr,  OS  when  a  besieged  city  is  sacked.** 
Tliis  I  take  to  be  a  very  proper  place  iff 
record  the  names  of  the  presbyterian  min- 
isters of  this  church,  who  were  thrown  out 
of  their  churches  by  the  spite  and  enmity  of 
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md,  as  fin*  B8  I  conld  reeoirer  theniy  hare 
added  the  names  of  such  as  conformed  to 
prelacj»  that  the  advocates  for  that  go?en^ 


1663.  ^^^^^P"-  Most  part  of  them  were 

cast  out  by  that  act  at  Glasgow, 

October  Ist^and  that  December  23d  last  year. 


Some  indeed  continued  preaching  for  some  .  meat  may  see  whom  they  have  to  ^ory  in, 
time  at  their  peril ;  and  several  of  the  elder  .  especially  in  the  west  and  south.    And  to 


ministers,  who  were  ordained  before  the  year 
IG49,  were  not  so  directly  reached  by  those 
acts.  But  I  have  put  together  all  the 
ministers  ejected  at  this  time^  and  formed 
the  best  account  I  could  give  from  several 
papers  come  to  my  hand,  of  such  as  were 
cast  out  from  their  charges  now,  and  in  a 
very  little  after.  The  list  I  give  is  as  com« 
plete  as  now,  after  threescore  of  years,  I 
could  have  it.  Probably  there  may  be  some 
mistakes  in  some  of  their  names,  their  par> 
ishes  or  presb}teries  where  they  redded, 
because  this  account  is  made  up  in  part 
from  the  verbal  notices  given  by  old  min- 
isters, and  taken  out  of  several  old  lists 
which  I  have  seen.  And,  which  I  more 
lament,  there  are  some  parishes  out  of  which 


make  this  list  of  nonconformists  to  prelacj 
as  full  as  might  be,  I  have  added  an  account 
of  such  presbyterian  mimsters  in  the  north 
of  Ireland,  who  reftised  conformity  to  epii* 
copacy  there,  and  suffered  severely  encra^ 
for  it ;  because  I  have  always  found  the 
elder  presbyterian  ministers  in  Ireland  reck- 
oning themselves  upon  the  same  bottom 
with,  and  as  it  were  a  branch  of  the  church 
of  Scotland.  It  stands  below,*)*  as  it  comes 
to  my  hand,  under  the  correction  of  the 
reverend  ministers  of  that  kingdom;  and 
the  reader  may  see  a  foil  list  of  the  ejected 
and  nonconformist  ministers  in  England,  in 
the  Abridgment  of  Mr.  BaxtePa  life^  lbr« 
meriy  mentioned. 
The  ejecting  near  four  hundred  sndi 


I  know  ministers  were  ejected,  and  yet  I  j  worthy  ministers,  was  the  greater  faardshi|i, 
can  by  no  means  recover  their  names.  But  i  '*"^>  generally  speaking,  they  vrere  persons 
I  persuade  myself  this  is  the  most  exact  list  ^^  remarkable  grace  and  eminent  gifts, 
that  yet  hath  been  framed,  and  the  best  I    They  were  pious,  painful,  and  a  great  many 


could  give  from  the  helps  in  my  hand.    I 
have  added  it  at  the  bottom  of  the  page,  * 


*  A  roll  of  ministera  who  were  nouconfor- 
mists  to  prelacy,  and  were  banished,  turned  out 
from  their  parishes,  or  confined ;  with  some  ac- 
count of  those  who  conformed  to  prelacy. 

Those  roarlced  with  R.  were  alive  at  the  rero- 
lution  ;  those  marlced  with  G.  were  outed  by 
the  act  of  council  at  Glasgow,  1668;  those 
marked  with  C.  were  confined  to  their  pa- 
rishes ;  those  marked  with  P.  were  outed  by 
particular  sentences  of  parliament  or  council ; 
and  those  marked  with  S.  were  outed  by  the 
diocesan  synod. 

I.  SYNOD  or  LOTHIAlf  AND  TWEBDDALZ. 

1.  Presbytery  of  JEdinburgh, 

Messrs.  Robert  Douglas  of  Edinburgh,  P. 
Robert  Trail  of  Edinburgh,  banished. 
John  Smith  of  Edinburgh,  P. 
lliuma^  Gorvan  of  Edinburgh,  P. 
James  Hamilton  of  Edinburgh,  P. 
George  Hutchison  of  Edinburgh,  P. 
John  Stirling  of  Edinburgh,  P. 
David  Dickson,  professor  of  theolc^',  P. 
David  Williamson  of  West  Kirk.  G.  R. 
Alexander  Hutchison  of  Canougate. 
John  Hogg  of  South  Leith, 
James  Knox  of  North  Leith, 
William  Dalgleish  of  Craroond, 
Robert  Hunter  of  Corstorphin, 
John  Charters  of  Currie, 
William  Tweedie^ 


of  them  learned  and  able  ministers  of  the 
gospel,  and  oil  of  them  singularly  dear  to 


W^iUiam  Thomson, 
Thomas  Crawford, 
John  Hume. 

Comformut9» 

Messrs.  Robert  Leighton,  principal  of  the  aA- 

1<^* 
Rotort  Lawrie  of  Edinburgh, 

James  Nairn  of  Canongate. 


f  A  list  of  the  nonconformed  ministers  of 
the  synod  of  Bellimenoch  in  Ireland. 

razsBYTEaT  ow  vbwtox  iv  ma  clakdibotes. 
Messrs.  Andrew  Stuart, 
Gilbert  Ramsay, 
John  Gray, 
William  Rdd, 
John  Drysdale, 
James  Gordon, 
Thomav  Peebles, 
Hugh  Wilson, 
Midiael  Brace, 
William  Rksbardaon, 
John  FlemiM* 
Alexander  Hutchison, 
Henry  Livingstone^ 
Henry  Hunter, 
James  Campbell. 
Andrew  M'Coniklu 


IF.  IV.] 

'people.  Ifuiy  of  them  were  but  yooBg 
,  who  had  bat  a  amall  ahare  in  the 
^  m  the  late  times  of  refoniiatioo»  ao 
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mudi  reproached  now.  Moat  of 
them  had  suflered  under  the  unir- 
paiion,  for  their  loyalty  to  the  king,  and 


8.  PresbyUfy  of  LimHihgow, 
n.  Willinm  Wefir  of  Linlithgow,  R. 
wt  Hall  of  Kirkliston,  P. 
ander  Hamilton  of  Dalmeny,  R. 
.  PrimroM  of  Queensferry, 
irt  Steedmanof  Carridden,  R. 
lam  Crichton  of  Bathgate,  R 
Ick  Shida  of  West-Calder, 
li  Kennedy  of  Mid-Calden  R. 
iam  Wishart  of  Kinnool,  R. 
at  Row, 
■t  Semple. 

OmformitU, 
n.  James  Ramsay  of  Linlithgow, 
ick  Shaw, 
I  Wauch. 

S.  Prab^tTw  of  S^gar* 
m.  Alexander  LiTingstone  of  Biggar,  P. 
lODT  Murray  of  Coulter, 
sa  Donaldson  of  Doluhington, 
Ick  Anderson  of  Waiston,  K. 
fia  Bruce, 
ilbald  Porteoos, 
ander  Barton, 
I  Rae, 
I  Crawford, 
lam  Dickson, 
I  Greg  of  Skirling, 
■t  Brown. 

4.  Prt»byUry  of  Ptebtu. 
ars.  Robert  Elliot  of  Linton,  R. 
jord  Brown  of  Dmmclxier,  R. 
ick  Flaminc  of  Stobo. 

in  another  list, 
ars.  Robert  Brown  of  Lyne, 
;h  Craig  of  Kelly,  conformist, 
id  Thomson  of  Dask, 
ick  Purdie  of  Newlands, 
I  Hay  of  Peebles. 
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Messrs.  Mungo  Bennet. 
George  Wallace, 
Robert  Rowan, 
Andrew  Rowan, 
Donald  M'NeU. 

rassBTTxaT  or  AMxaiai. 
Messrs.  William  Kays, 
James  Shaw, 
Robert  Cunningham, 
Thomas  Hall, 
Patrick  Adair, 
James  Flemings 
Gilbert  Simpson, 
Anthony  Kennedr* 
Thomas  Crawford, 
Robert  Hamilton, 
Robert  Dewart, 
John  Schaw. 

raESBTTKaT  or  bout. 
Messrs.  DsTid  BIttel, 

William  CummIng, 
John  Douglas, 
Robert  Hogsberd, 
Gabriel  Cornwal, 
SCiOtoa, 


166a. 


But  I  am  anoertain  whether  aome  of  thosa 
oonfbrmed. 

6.  Prmbwttrg  «tf  DaOeWL 
Messrs.  George  Johnston  of  Newbottk,  G.  R« 
James  Cunninghame  of  Lass  wade,  G. 
Robert  Mowat  of  Temple^  G. 

Thomas  Patersoo  of  Borthwick,  G. 
James  Kirkpatrick  of  Carrington,  G.  R. 
Alexander  Heriot  of  Cranston,  G. 
John  Sinclair  of  Ormiston  G. 

Qm/brmistt, 
Messrs.  John  Logan  of  Falla, 
WiUiam  Calderwood  of  Heriot, 
Adam  Penman  of  Cookpen^ 
Olirer  Colt  of  Musselburgh  and  luTcrask, 
Robert  Carsan  of  Newton, 
Gideon  Ptenman  of  Crichton, 
Robert  Alison  of  Glencorse^ 
WilUam  DaLnmoek  of  Pennyeuik. 

6.  Prttbfttrg  rf  BadOimgtm, 
Messrs.  Robert  Ker  of  Haddington, 
John  Macghle  of  Dirlton, 
Thomas  Kirkaldy  of  Tranent 

7.  Prakptery  of  2>iia&ar# 
Mr.  John  Baird  of  Innerwick. 

n.  STNon  or  Mxasx  avd  tktiotdalx. 

L  pT94byttry  of  D\aat. 
Mesvs.  John  Jamison, 
John  Bum. 

«.  Prubytery  of  Chwnnde, 
Messrs.  WiUiam  Jdwston, 
Thomas  Ramsay  of  Mordingston  and  Lbbmiw 

ton,  C.  R, 
Edward  Jamison  of  Swlnton, 
Daniel  DougUs  of  Hilton,  R. 
DaTid  Hume  of  Coldhigham. 

S.  Prubytery  of  Ktho. 
Mflsni.  Robsrt  Boydof  Unton,  G.  R. 


John  Crooks, 
Tbumas  Boyd. 
James  Ker, 
John  Law. 

PRXSBTTXaT  OP  PirXGEMAV. 

Messrs.  Robert  Anid, 

Archibald  Hamilton 
Robert  Keith, 
Thomas  Kennedy, 
Thomas  Govan, 
John  Abernethie, 
Alexander  Osborn, 
James  Jt^instoB, 

raisBmaT  oy  laoaw* 
Robert  Wilson, 
WiUiam  Mooreraft, 
John  Wooll, 
WUliam  S<mip]t» 
John  Hart, 
John  Adamson, 
John  Cmokshank, 
Thomas  Drummond, 
Robert  Craighead, 
Hugh  Cunninghsm, 
Hugh  PeeUes, 
Adam  Whiter  and  Wal 


^  IV^']  OP  THE  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND. 

w  not  bow  many  miles,  with  tfaeir 

0118  and  amall  fiunilies,  many  of  them 

knew  whither.    But  the  Lord  won* 
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FerfiuMHi  of  Keltoim» 
Bofflon  of  Conmidbaelv 
a  f^nkine  of  GiitoD,  R. 
>  llioinsun  of  Partaiiy 

Amot  of  ToDtrUmd, 

Fergvmon  of  Buttle. 

2.  PresbyUry  of  Wiaton. 
.  ArchilMld  HamUton  of  Wlgton,  R. 

Waugh  of  Kirkinder,  R. 
der  Rom  of  Kirkowan, 
n  Maitland  of  Whithorn, 
der  Fergusson  of  Mochruniy 
a  Maxwell  of  Monygaff, 
:  Peacock  of  Kirkmabrick,  R. 
One  list  adda, 

Ritchie  of  Sorbie. 

Sb  Presbytery  of  Stranraer, 
,  James  Lawrie  of  Stonykirk,  R. 
^k  of  StraDraer, 
ikll  of  Kirkoolm,  R. 
I  Kennedy  of  Kirkmaiden,  R. 
r  list  makes  this  Lisward. 
lacbroom  of  Portpatrick, 
Wilson  of  Inch, 
T  list  makes  it  Kirkmaiden. 
der  Peden  of  New  Gltnluce. 
t  adds  John  Dick. 

r.    SYNOD  OF  GLASGOW  AKD   ATK. 

1.  Presbytery  of  Ayr, 
.  William  Ecclea  of  Ayr,  G.  R. 
a  Adair  of  Ayr,  C. 
ly  Shaw  uf  Colmanel,  G. 

Kennedy  of  Giryaii,  G. 
laburn  of  Kirkoswald,  G. 
lutchison  of  Maybole,  G.  R. 

M*  Alexander  of  Kirkdomlng  or  Bar, 

toss  of  Culton,  G. 

^'rawford  of  New  Cumnoek,  G.  R. 

::ampbeU  of  Muirkirk,  G.  R. 

V  Dulrymple  of  Auchinleck,  G. 
uthrie  of  Tarbolton,  G. 
Brown  of  Craigie,  G. 
Campbell  of  lliccartou,  G.  R. 
InKlb  of  Dallie,  C. 

n  Cockbum  of  Kirkmicbael,  C 
Q  Fullorton  of  St.  Quivox,  C. 

Maxwell  of  Monkton,  C. 
lembil  of  Symmington,  C.  R. 
.  Maxwell  of  Dnndonsid,  C. 
onningham  of  Cumnock,  C. 
der  Stevenson  of  Dalmellington,   C.  R. 
der  Blair  of  Galston,  P. 
Veitch  of  Mauchline,  P.  R. 
ampbell  of  Som, 

Miller  of  Ochiltree. 

of  this  presbytery  I  find  named  as  non- 
rmistit, 

John  Reid  of  Muirkirk, 
Hair  of  New  Kirk,  Maucbliuy 
Blark, 

Ritchison, 

V  Miller  of  Dallie. 

Confcrndstt, 
Robert  Wallace  of  Barnwell, 
kI*Queen  of  Straiton,  of  Balentr«e. 

2.  Prtdtytery  of  Irvime, 
John  Neroy  of  Nowmills  or  London,  P. 
w  Mowat  of  Kilmarnock,  P. 


derfiiUy  provided   for   them   uid    |q^ 

theira,  to  their  own  confirmation 

and  wonder.    And  should  I  set  down  hen 


James  Rowat  of  Kilmarnock,  P.  R« 

George  Ramsay  of  KUmaurs^  O. 

John  Spaldy  of  Dreghorn,  G.  R. 

John  Wallace  of  Larn,  O.  R. 

Andrew  Hutchison  of  StewartMiv  0» 

William  Castlchiwof  fitewarton,  C. 

James  Fergusaon  of  Kilwinning^  & 

Alexander  Nkbet  of  Irvine^  C 

John  Grant  of  Inrine,  O. 

WillUm  Guthrie  of  Fcnwlck,  ^ 

Gabriel  Cunningham  of  Dundoo^  R* 

William  Russel  of  KUblmle, 

Robert  BeU  of  Dairy, 

John  Bell  elder  of  Sterenion, 

John  Bell  younger  of  Ardrossan,  R. 

WilUam  Cunningham  of  Kilbride, 

Patrick  Colvil  of  Beith, 

Robert  Aird  of  Combray. 

In  some  listo  I  find  Mr.  Thomas  Boyd  man* 

tioned  in  this  presbytery. 

S.  Presbytery  of  Paisley, 
Messrs.  Alexander  Dunlop  of  Paisley,  P.  out- 

ed  by  a  particular  act. 
John  Dryadale  of  Vkialey,  P.  by  apartieulir  act. 
James  Stirling  of  Paisley,  G. 
John  Stirling  of  KUbaKhan, 
Patrick  Simpson  of  Renfrew,  G.  R. 
Huffh  Smith  of  Eastwood,  G. 
William  Thomson  of  Meams. 
Willbun  ItumiBon  of  Houston,  G. 
James  Hutchison  of  Kikllan,  R. 
James  Alexander  of  Kllmaoolm,  C.  G. 
Hugh  Peebles  of  Lochgunnoeh,  G.  U. 
James  Wallace  of  Incfainnaa,  C.  R. 
William  Houston  of  Krsklne,  G. 
Hugh  Walker  of  Nelaton,  G. 
John  Hamilton  of  Innerkip. 
I  hear  he  conformed  after. 

Conformed, 
Mr.  James  Taylor  of  Greenock. 

4.  Presbytery  of  Hamilton, 
Messrs.  James  Nasmith  of  Hamilton,  P. 
John  Inglis  of  Hamilton,  G.  R. 
James  Hamilton  of  Blaatyre» 
Robert  Fleming  of  Cambuslang,  R. 
John  Burnet  ot  Kilbride, 
William  Hamilton  of  Glaatford.  C 
John  Oliphant  of  Stonehouae,  R. 
James  Currie  of  Shotts^ 
Ludowick  Somerwel  of  New  Monklaud, 
Hugh  Weir  of  Old  Monkland, 
Matthew  Mackail  of  Bethwell,  C. 
John  Lauder  of  Dalziel,  R. 
Hugh  Archibald  of  Stratharen. 

ConformML 
Mr.  James  Hamilton  of  Cambusnethan. 

5.  Presbytery  ef  LmnarL 
Messrs.  WiUiam  Jack  of  Carluke,  G. 
William  Brown  of  Camwath,  G. 
William  Somerwel  of  Pitcnen,  G. 
John  Hamilton  of  Carmichael»  G. 
Nicholas  Bhickie  of  Uoberton,  Q,  R. 
Peter  Kid  of  ]>ouglas.  G. 
Gilbert  Hamilton  of  Crawford  or  Crawford- 

muir,  G. 
William  Sumcrwd  of  Crawforc^john*  C. 
Robert  I.K>ckhart  of  Dunsyre,  C 
Robert  Birnie  of  Lanark, 
John  Lindsay  of  Cantair% 


326 


THS  HISTORY  OF  THS  SUFPSaiNOS 


[book  U 


lAAS.   ^^  reftuing  the  tender.     Those  |  jear's  stipead,  fcr  which  they  had  tcrred; 
persons  were  not  only  deprived  of  aod  in  the  winter  season  obliged  with  sor- 


their  livings  in  time  to  come,  but  o£  the  last 


Joha  Somerwel  of  £dnam,  S. 
Samuel  Row  of  Sprouston,  S. 

ComformisU, 
Mesm.  Richard  Waddei  of  Kelto» 
Thomas  Inglla  pat  in  Sprouttoo, 
DaTid  Sthrk  of  Stitchel, 
William  Tumbull  of  Maclcerrton, 
William  Penman  of  MorbotUe, 
John  Haljbmrton  of  RoxbuiYht 
John  Qapperton  of  Yetholm. 

4.  PrednfUry  of  Jtdburgk, 
MeMFs.  James  Ainsley  of  Minto»  G.  R. 
John  Scot  of  Hawick,  G.  R. 
James  Gillon  of  Carers,  G. 
Hugh  Scot  of  Bedmle,  G. 
Gavin  Elliot  of  Kfarkton, 
James  Ker  of  Abbotsrule,  C. 
John  Scot  of  Oxnam.  C 
John  Langlands  of  WHton,  C. 
John  DaTidson  of  Sonthden,  C. 
Robert  Martin  of  Eckfiird,  C. 
John  Livingstone  of  Ancmm,  banished,  and  died 
in  Holland. 

Messrs.  Peter  Blair  of  Jedburgh, 
John  Douglas  of  Crellon  and  Nisbet, 
Thomas  Abemethy  of  Hownam, 
Andrew  Pringle  of  Cassilton, 
James  Dougbu  of  Hopklrk. 

6.  jPrerifytety  of  JBniHon, 
Messrs.  James  Kirkton  of  Merton,  G.  R. 
John  Hardie  of  Gordon,  G.  R. 
James  Fletcher  of  Newthom,  G. 
William  Calderwood  of  Li^erwood,  G. 
Thomas  Donaldson,  of  Smelholm,  C. 
John  Veitch  of  Westemther,  11, 
John  Cleland  of  Stow,  C.  but  in  some  lists  he 
is  blotted  out. 

ChnformiitM. 
Messrs.  Henry  Cockbum  of  Gioglekirk, 
James  Doze  of  Ersilton, 
David  Forrester  of  Lauder. 

6.  Presbytery  of  SeUkirk  or  Melrose. 
Messrs.  Robert  Cunningham  of  Askirk,  G.  R. 
Thomas  Lowes  of  Gallashiels,  G.  R. 
John  Shaw  of  Selkirk,  C. 
William  Elliot  of  Yarrow,  C. 
Andrew  Dunkison  of  Maxton,  C. 
William  Wilkie  of  Lilliesleafe,  C. 
Alexander  Cunningham  of  Ettrick. 

Conformists. 
Messrs.  David  Fletcher  of  Molross, 
John  Colt  of  Roberton, 
John  Somerwel  of  St.  Boswell, 
James  Knox  of  Bowdon. 

ni.  SYNOD  or   DUMFaiES. 

L  Preshvtery  of  Middkhy, 
Messrs.  WiUiam  Bailie  of  Annan, 
Robert  Law, 

James  Pringle  of  Westerkirk, 
John  J^inlithgow  of  Ewes,  R. 
Hugh  Scot  of  Middleby, 
Alexander  Crawford. 

Conformists. 
JVJessrs.  James  Craig  of  Hoddam, 
Thom&a  Allan 
William  Graham, 
David  laitig,  at  Graitaafy 


rowftil  hearts  and  empty  pockets  to  wander, 


2.  Prtdfytery  af  JLoekmambtn, 

Messrs.  John  Brown  of  Wamlreyy  banisbsd, 
died  in  Holland, 

James  Wellwovd  of  Tindergtrth, 

William  Boyd  of  Dalton, 

James  Porter  of  Kirkpatrick-juzta* 

John  Menziee  of  Johiuton, 

Alexander  M'Gowan  of  MmbswcU,  C 

Alexander  Forester  of  Casdemilk,  C 
Another  list  adds, 

Messrs.  Archibald  Inglls  of  Mollk^ 

John  Lawrie, 

lliomas  Thomson, 

But  anotbor  list  puts  them  among  the  C(«for. 
mists. 

Confonnst9m 
'  Messrs.  Thomas  Henderson  of  Lochmaben, 
I  John  Lawrie  of  Halton, 
I  Thomas  Thomson  of  Applegirth,  at  Drysdalc^ 
I  Gavin  Young  of  Ruthwell. 

8.  Prestftery  of  Ihimfriet. 
I  Messrs.  Hugh  Hendersmi  of  Dumfries,  P. 

George  Campbell  of  Dumfries,  G.  R. 

John  Campbell  of  Thorthorald,  G. 

William  Shaw  of  Garraa,  G. 

William  Hay  of  Holywood,  G. 

Robert  Archbald  of  Dunseor^  G.  R. 

John  Welsh  of  Irongray,  G. 

Robert  Paton  of  Terrcagles,  G.  R. 

John  BJaccader  of  Traquair,  Gw 

Anthony  Murray  of  Kirkbean,  G. 

William  Mean  of  Lochmtton,  G.  R. 

Alexander  Smith  of  Coweiid,  G. 

Gabriel  Semple  of  KirkpatriciE,  Durham,  G.  B. 

William  M*Joir  of  Cariaverock,  C 

Francis  Irvine  of  Kirkmaboe,  C.  R. 

George  Gladstones  of  Orr,  C. 

James  Maxwell  of  Kirkgunion,  C 

Some  lists  make  him  Thomas  MaxweU. 

Some  lists  add  Mr.  James  Wallace. 

Conformists. 

Messrs.  John  Brown  of  Tiuward, 

Niuian  Paterson. 

4.  Prebytay  of  Penpont, 

Messrs.  Samuel  Austin  of  Penpont, 

James  Brotherstones  of  Glencslm, 

Alexander  Strang  of  Dorisdeer,  R, 

John  Liddersdale  of  Tindram, 

Adam  Sinclair  of  Morton, 

Thomas  Shiels  of  Kirkbride, 

John  Carmichael  of  Kirkonnald  and  Sanqobsr. 

One  list  puts  the  two  following  among  the  doo- 
conformists,  and  others  among  the  confor- 
mists. 

Messrs.  John  ^^l8heart  of  Keir, 

William  Black  of  Closbum. 

IV.  sTKon  or  c  allow  at. 

1.  Presbytery  of  Kirkew&ripht. 
Messrs.  lliomas  Wylie  of  Kirltcudbrifht,  P. 
Thomas  Warner  of  Balmadellaii,  G.  R. 
Adam  Kay  of  Borgue, 
John  Semple  of  Cuvfalm, 
John  Macmichan  of  Dairy, 
John  Cant  of  Kells,  R. 
Juhn  Duncan  of  Rerick  and  Dnndrennan, 
John  Wilkie  of  Twynam, 


\' 
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w  not  how  may  mUeB,  with  dieir 

OI18  and  small  fiunilies,  many  of  them 

knew  whither.    But  the  Lord  won- 
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Ferpunn  of  Kdtoim, 
BogloM  of  ComnicbMl, 
n  Enkine  of  Girton,  R. 
J  Thomsun  of  Partaoy 
I  Arnot  of  Toiurlaod* 

FerguMonof  Suttle. 

2.  Preibytmry  of  Wigtan. 
.  Archibidd  Hamilton  of  Wigton,  R. 

Wangh  of  KirUnder,  R. 
der  Ro«  of  Kirkowan, 
D  Maidand  of  Whithorn, 
der  Fergiuson  of  Mochruniy 
a  Maxwell  of  Monj gaff» 
I  Peacock  of  Kirkmabriek,  R. 
One  list  adds, 

Ritchie  of  Sorbie. 

S.  Presbytery  of  Stranraer. 
.  James  Lawrie  of  Stonykirki  R. 
^k  of  Stranraer, 
Bell  of  Kirkcoim,  R. 
s  Kennedy  of  Kirkmaiden,  R. 
sr  list  makes  this  Lisward. 
lacbroom  of  Portpatrick, 
Wilson  of  Inch, 
•r  list  makes  it  Kirkmaiden. 
der  Peden  of  New  Glenlnce. 
i  adds  John  Dick. 

T.   SYNOD   OF  GLASGOW  AKD  AVa. 

1.  Pre$bytery  of  Ayr, 
.  William  Eccles  of  Ayr,  G.  R. 
n  Adair  of  Ayr,  C. 
ly  Shaw  of  Colmanel,  G. 
'  Kennedy  of  Girvan,  G. 
>sbam  of  Kirkoswald,  G. 
lutchison  of  Maybole,  G.  R. 
M* Alexander  of  Kirkdominf  or  Bar, 

loss  of  Culton,  G. 

Crawford  of  New  Cumnoekv  G.  R. 

CaropbeU  of  Mulrkirk,  G.  R. 

nr  Dalr}'mple  of  Auchinleck,  G. 

ruthrie  of  farbolton,  G. 

Brown  of  Craigie,  G. 

Campbell  of  Riccartou,  G.  R. 

InglU  of  Dallie,  C. 

n  Cookbum  of  Kirkmichael,  C 

n  Fullorton  of  Sl  QniTOz,  C. 

Maxwell  of  Monkton,  C. 
rembil  of  Symmington,  C.  R. 
1  Maxwell  of  Dondonsld,  C. 
*anningham  of  Cumnock,  C 
ider  Stevenson  of  DalmeUington,  C.  R. 
ider  Blair  of  Galston,  P. 
Veitch  of  Mauchline,  P.  R. 
Campbell  of  Som, 

Miller  of  Ochiltree. 

I  of  this  presbytery  I  find  named  as  non- 
»rmi»ts, 

.  John  Reid  of  Muirkirik, 
Uair  of  New  Kirk«  MauchUn, 
BUck, 

Ritohison, 
w  Miller  of  Dallie. 

QmfanmtU. 
.  Robert  Wallace  of  Barnwell, 
M*Queen  of  Straiton,  of  Balcntree. 

2.  Prrshyterw  of  Irvine, 
,  John  Nevoy  of  Nawmills  or  London,  P. 
•w  MowHt  of  KUnmmoek,  P. 


derfiilly  provided   for   diem   and    ^^^^ 

theirs^  to  their  own  confirmation 

and  wonder.    And  ahould  I  let  down  hera 


James  Rowat  of  Kilmarnock,  P.  B. 

George  Ramsay  of  KUmanrs^  G. 

John  Spaldy  of  Drcghom,  O.  R. 

John  Wallaoo  of  Lm,  O.  R. 

Andrew  Hutchison  of  StewartoOt  Gt 

William  Castlelaw  of  filewartoo,  C. 

James  Fergussoo  of  Kilwinnin|^  & 

Aleiander  Nisbet  of  InriM^  C 

John  Grant  of  Irrine,  G. 

WUliam  Guthrie  of  Fenwkk,  8. 

Gabriel  Cunningham  of  Dnido&  B* 

William  Russel  of  Kilbimie^ 

Robert  Bell  of  Dairy, 

John  Bell  elder  of  otcrtnaon, 

John  Bell  younger  of  Ardroasan,  R. 

William  Cunningham  of  Kilbride, 

Patrick  Colvil  of  Beith, 

Robert  Aird  of  Combray. 

In  some  lists  I  find  Mr.  Thomas  Boyd  man* 

tioned  in  this  presbytery. 

S.  PresbyUry  of  Pauley, 
Messrs.  Alexander  Dunlop  of  PaUey,  P.  oat- 

ed  by  a  particular  act. 
John  Drysdaleof  Pkislay,  P.  by  apartieulir  act. 
James  Stirling  of  Paisley,  G. 
John  Stirling  of  Kilbarchan, 
Patrick  Simpson  of  Ranfirew,  G.  R. 
Huch  Smith  of  Eastwood,  G. 
William  Thomson  of  Meams. 
William  Thonaon  of  Houston,  G. 
James  Hutcbiaoo  of  Kilallan,  R. 
James  Alexander  of  Kllmacolm,  C.  G. 
Hugh  Peebles  of  Lochgunnooh,  G.  R. 
James  Wallace  of  Inchinnan,  C.  R. 
William  Houston  of  Erskine,  G. 
Hugh  Walker  of  Nelston,  G. 
John  Hamilton  of  Innerkip. 
I  hear  he  conformed  after. 

Conformed. 
Mr.  James  Taylor  of  Greenock. 

4.  Presbytery  of  JJamiUon. 
Messrs.  Jnmes  Nosmith  of  Hamilton,  P. 
John  Inglis  of  Hamilton,  G.  R. 
James  Hamilton  of  Blantyre, 
Robert  Fleming  of  Cambuslang,  R. 
John  Burnet  ot  Kilbride, 
William  Hamilton  of  Glascford,  C 
John  Oliphant  of  Stonehouse,  R. 
James  Currie  of  Shotta, 
Ludowick  Somerwel  of  New  Monkland, 
Hugh  Weir  of  Old  Monkland, 
Matthew  Mackail  of  Bothwell,  C. 
John  Lauder  of  Dalziel,  R. 
Hugh  Archibald  of  Strathaven. 

CoHformeeL 
Mr.  James  Hamilton  of  Cambusnethan. 

5.  Presbytery  ef  Lanark, 
Messrs.  WiUiam  Jack  of  Carluke,  O. 
William  Brown  of  Oumwath,  O. 
William  Somerwel  of  Pitenen,  G. 
John  Hamilton  of  Carmichael,  G. 
Nicholas  Blackie  of  Roberton,  G.  R. 
Peter  Kid  of  Dougbis.  G. 
Gilbert  Hamilton  of  Crawford  or  Crawford- 

muir,  G. 
William  Somerwel  of  Crawfor^johi^  C. 
Robert  Lockhart  of  Dunsyre,  C 
Robert  Biniie  of  Lanark^ 
John  lAn^Aa^  ot  Camta&sv 
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straiiSy  Aejr  m^it  tend  to  nie  cuuvictiOD  of 
unbdieverB:  bat  they  are  too  many  to  come 
in  here,  some  of  them  win  fidlin  afterwardi. 


William  Morton  of  Wiston* 

Tbomas  Lawrie  of  Leunahafo. 

6.  Prtfbwtefy  of  Gkuaow. 

MeMTs.  Patrick  GUleapie,  principal  of  the  Col- 
lege of  Glasgow,  P. 

Robert  Macwalrd  of  Glasgow,  banished,  and 

died  in  Holland, 
John  Dickson  of  Rutherglen,  P.  R. 

John  Carstairs  of  Glasgow,  P. 

Donald  Carj^il  of  Barony,  P. 

Ralph  Rogers  of  Gla^ow,  G.  R. 

Alexander  Jamison  of  Goran,  G. 

James  Blair  of  Cathcart,  G. 

Agdrew  Morton  of  Carmannock,  G.  R. 

James  Hamilton  of  Eaglesham,  C. 

Thomas  Melville  of  Cafder,  G. 

John  Law  of  Campsie,  G    R. 

Henry  Forsyth  of  Kirkintillo<*li, 

Tbomas    Stuart  of  Cumbernauld   or    Easter 
Lenzie. 

CkmforiHed, 

Messrs.  Hugh  Blab*  of  Glasgow, 

John  Young  of  Glasgow, 

Gabriel    Cunningham   of  Kilsyth  or  Monie- 
burgh. 

7.  Pretbytay  of  Dumbarton, 

Messrs.  James  Walkinshaw  of  Bademock,  G. 

Adam  Gottie  of  Rosneath,  G. 

Robert  Mitchell  of  Lues,  G. 

Robert  Law  of  New  or  Wester  Kilpatrick,  G. 

Matthew  Ramsay  of  Old  or  Wester  Kilpatrick, 
C. 

David  Elphinstone  of  Dumbarton,  C. 

Mr.  James  Glendonyng  b  added  to  this  presby- 
tery in  some  liKts. 

Conformed. 

Messrs.  Allan  Fergusson  of  Drimmen, 

John  Stuart, 

James  Craig  of  Killeam, 

William  Stirling  of  Baltron, 

Robert  Watson  of  Cardross, 

lliomas  Mitchel. 

VI.  sTNon  or  argtle. 
1.  Prtghytery  of  Dunoon. 

^fessrs.  John  Cameron  of  Kilfynan, 

Hugh  Cameron, 

Archibald  Maclean  of  Killen,  R. 

Other  Usts  add  to  this  presbytery, 

Meitars.  Donald  Morrison, 

Keil  Cameron. 

Conformed, 

Mr.  Colin  M^Lauchlan. 

2.  Presbytery  of  Kintyre  or  CampbeUon. 

MessiTs.  Edward  Keith  of  IxK*hcad, 

John  Cunison  of  Kilbride  in  Arran,  R. 

Jiimes  Ciardiner  of  Caddel,  P. 

David  Simpson  of  Southrud, 

Dugald  Darroch. 

3.  Presbytery  of  Inverary. 

'iklenxn,  Alexander  Gordon  of  Inverary,  P.  R. 

Archibald  M<Callum, 

Patrick  Campbell  of  Inverary,  R. 

John  Duncanson,  R. 

Dugald  Campbell  of  Knapdale  North, 

Duncan  Campbell  of  Knapdale  South,  R. 

Robert  Duncanson  of  Dalawicb,  R. 

Andrew  Machsaa, 

Conformed* 
A/r.  John  Lindsay* 


4.  Prtsbytery  of  Lorn  or  JSSlimore* 
All  conformed,  aa  far  aa  I  find. 

6.  Presbytery  of  Sty. 
All  Conformed. 

Yxi.  STNOD  or  VKBTB  AiTB  aTiauaro. 

1.  Presbytery  of  DmmMd. 
Messrs.  Robert  Campbell 
'iliomas  Londy, 

Patrick  CampbeU  of  Kilhiule, 

John  Anderson  of  AuohtcrgaTaOt 

James  Strachan, 

John  Murray. 

Another  list  adds, 

Messrs.  Thomas  Glsm  of  LHtlo  Dnnkddp 

Robert  Campbell  af  Moulin. 

2.  PrtabyUryof  Ptrik. 

Messrs.  Alexander  Pitcaim  of  Drop,  P.  R. 

David  Orum  or  Orme  of  FM^ndenny, 

George  Halyburton,  yonngtr  of  Dnplin, 

John  Crookahanks  of  RogertoUt  slain  at  Pent- 
land, 

Robert  Tonng. 

&  Prttindsrw  sf  DwMetme. 

Messrs.  Andrew  Riud, 

John  Forrest,  younger. 

4.  Presbytery  of  SHrKny, 

Messrs.  James  Guthne  of  StirUnfe 
1661. 

Robert  Rule  of  Stirling,  R. 

James  Simpson  of  Airth,  P. 

Thomas  Hogg  of  Lorbert  and  Dunipnos^ 

John  Blair  of  Bothkenner, 

Richard  Howieson  of  Alva,  R. 

5.  PreAytery  of  Auchterarder, 

Mr.  George  Murray. 

Till.  SYKOD  or  Pirx. 
1.  Preibytery  of  Dumfemdine, 

Messrs.  William  Oliphimt  of  Dunfermline^  0 

Andrew  Donaldson  of  Dalgety,  C.  R. 

Geoi^e  Bellrage  of  Camock,  XL 

Robert  Edmonston  of  Culross, 

John  Grayof  Orwell,  R. 

Matthew  Fleming  of  Culross,  C. 

Conformists, 

Messrs.  Robert  Binnie  of  Aberdour, 

Walter  Bruce  of  Inverkeithing, 

James  Sibbald  of  Torrlbum, 

Robert  Rae  of  Dunfermline, 

John  Anderson  of  Saline, 

Henry  Smith  of  Beath, 

James  Haxton  of  Cleish, 

George  Loudon. 

2.  Pre^yiery  of  Kirkcaldy, 
^Messrs.  Alexander  Moucrief  of  Scoonie,  P.  R. 
Patrick  Weems  of  AbbotiOiall,  G. 

George  Nairn  of  Burntisland,  G. 

James  Siinpson  of  Kirkaldy,  C. 

Thomas  Melvile  of  Kingcassie,  C. 

Thomas  Black  of  Lesley,  C. 

Jamefi  Wilson, 

Mr.  Frederick  Carmichaelof  Markinch  ii  added 

in  one  list. 
John  Chalmers  added  in  one  lisL 

Conformists. 
Mesnrs.  Kenneth  Logie  of  Kirkcaldy, 
Robert  Honnyman  of  Dysart, 
Henry  Wilkie  of  Weems, 

0«Qfr^<t  Of;^N\a  oil  ^wVinM^ 
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.  wBfl  liar  no  other  &tilt  ia  theniy  mve 
en  to  their  known  and  {NKXfessed 
eB.  They  are  deprired  of  their  mii^ 
hich  of  all  things  on  earth  was  dear^ 
hem,  without  ever  being  sununoned. 


'  Wftlker  Qf  Auchtertule, 
I  LlDdnj  of  Aucbterderren, 
Bruce  of  Balliiicrf^ 
■maay  of  Scoonre.   * 

S.  Jhtsbytay  of  Cupar. 
John  MaefftU  of  Caper,  G. 
Amot  of  Caaar,  O. 
rVedderfoum  oi  Monzie,  G. 
Thomson  of  Kilxnonie^  G. 
i  TuUidaff  of  Donbori^,  O.  R 
lomder  of  Creioh,  G. 
DbhiDftoun  of  Cidta,  G. 
Ore^  of  Balmerinocl^  C. 
k  Row  of  Ceret. 

Gmfbrmistf. 
William  Livfaigrtoae  of  FUkland, 
unaayof  Kettla^ 
)rme  of  Monnymeal, 
ler  Balfour  of  Abdie, 
CO  OUpiiant  of  Newlmif  h, 
idge  of  Strathmif  loy 
ifartin  of  Auchtermnehtj, 
tait  of  Dsrsle, 
1  MvlM  of  Fluk, 
ittlcjohn  of  Collesy, 
Pftcaim  of  Logic 
4.  Pmibvtery  of  St,  AndretD$. 
Samuel  Rutherford  of  St  Andrews, 
Blair  of  St.  Andiewe,  P. 
Vood  of  St  Andrews,  P.  Proroet  of  the 
^ollcffe, 

Hamilton  of  Plttenween,  G. 
Hamilton,  Toonffer  of  Newhum,  G.  R. 
Weems  of  Ely,  G. 
lar  Wlkon  of  Gamenm,  G.  R. 
'ardkw  of  Kemback,  G. 
t  Yiolant  of  Ferrypartoncraigs,  G.  R. 
i'orret  of  Kiloonqimar,  C. 
aacffiU  of  Largro,  C.  R. 
juthrie  of  Anstruther  Wester,  C. 
inderson  of  Anstruther  Easter,  C 
Bennet  of  iCilreny,  C. 
R  jmer  of  Gambce,  C  R. 
ler  'Wedderhum  of  Forgon,  C. 
Wilkie  of  St  Monans,  C. 
pother  list  adds  in  this  presbytery, 

WQiam  Campbell, 
Bmee. 

0}nformMMt». 
Jamn  Sharp,  Professor  of  Divinity,  P. 
r  Honnyman  of  St  Andrews, 
Comry  of  St  Leonards, 
ler  Udwar  of  Crail, 

Middleton  of  Leuchars. 

K.  STNOD  OP  AKOUS  AND  MXAaKS. 

1.  Presbytery  of  Meigle. 
hn  Robertson. 

2.  Pretbytery  of  Forfar. 
ezander  Robertson. 

3.  PretbyUry  of  Dundee, 
.  John  Minniman  of  Aberynte, 
emple, 

w  Wedderbum  of  Liste, 
lampbcll  of  Tileo. 
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called,  or  heard;  no  libd  was  given 
theoiy  neidier  were  they  ever -heard 
upon  the  reasons  of  their  nonconfbrmi^. 

This  severe  procedure  with  so  many  exr 
cdlent  men  was  die  foundation  of  many  of 


4b  PrtAyHry  of  AhtrbrothodL 
Mr.  Andrew  Spenoe.    in  sareral  Uiti  be  ii  put 

in  Brechin. 
In  one  list  Jamsa  Fithie  in  Brechin. 

5.  PreAyttry  ofJBrtekin, 
All  conformed. 

6.  Preabyttry  of  Meanu  or  Ponhn. 
Mr.  David  Campbell  of  St  dim. 

z.  STMOD  or  ABaansBN. 

1.  PretbvUry  (fAberdem. 
Messrs.  Andrew  Canty  ddsr,  of  Aberdeeoy 
John  Mercer  of  KinneUer^ 
Mitchel  in  another  list 

C  Prubytay  qf  JSSmeardine, 
Messrs.  Alexander  Quit, 
WUUam  Alexander, 
John  Young. 

S.  Presbytery  df  Afford. 
All  conformed. . 

4.  PrObyiery  of  Oarioek. 
Mr.  George  Tdftr. 

&.Pr€8byttryof£lbm. 
All  conformed. 

6.  PreMhmteiff  of  Doer, 
Messrs.  Robert  Keith, 
Nathanael  Martin, 
Duncan  Forbes, 
Alexander  Irvine, 
William  Scot, 
William  Ramsay, 
John  Stuart 

7.  Presbytery  of  Turreff, 
Mr.  Arthur  Mitch^ 

8.  PreAytery  ofFordyee. 
All  conformed. 

XI.    SYNOD  OF  Mna&AT. 

1.  Presbytery  of  Straikboyk  or  Kei^ 
Mr.  George  Meldrum  of  Glass,  R. 

2,  Presbytery  ofAbemetAy. 
All  conformed. 

3.  Preabytury  ofJBlgin, 
Messrs.  James  Park, 
Thomas  Urqnhart, 

4b  Preabyten  ofFomg. 
Mr,  Jamss  Urquhart  of  Kinlosa. 

6.  Presbytery  of  Invemeee. 
Mr.  Alexander  Frazer  of  Dariot,  R. 

XII.    SYNOD  OF  ROSS  AND  SUTHKBLAKA. 

1.  Presbytery  of  Chanmrie. 
Messrs.  Hugh  Anderson  of  Cromarty,  R. 
John  M'Culloch  of  Ardtffier,  R. 

2.  Presbytery  of  DingwalL 
Messrs.  Thomas  Hogg  of  KihMim, 
Jolm  Maddlllgen  of  Aires, 
Thomas  Roes. 

&  Pre^tery  of  Tain, 

Mr.  Andrew  Ross. 

XUI.  STNOD  OP  CAITRNnS. 

1.  Presbytery  of  Dornoch, 
.Mr.  John  M'Culloeh. 

2.  Presbytery  ofJKirkwalL 
Messrs.   Alexander  Lennox  of  Kirkwall« 
Arthur  Murray. 
One  Vox  adda  H^\i  SftmMs. 
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the  distractions  and  troubles,  until 
the  happy  revolution.  In  the  north 
parts  of  Scotland,  many  placet  of  the  High* 
lands  and  Isles,  a  good  many  ministers  con- 
formed; so  that  this  stroke  hiy  heaviest 
where  people  had  most  of  the  gospel  and 
knowledge  of  real  religion,  which  made  it 
the  worse  to  bear.  And  it  was  the  more 
distressing  to  the  people,  that  their  ministers 
suffered  so  hard  things,  merely  for  their 
adhering  to  the  doctrine,  worship,  discipline, 
and  government,  of  this  reformed  church, 
and  the  covenants  which  they  themselves 
had  sworn  solemnly,  and  often  renewed. 

I  find  those  worthy  ministers  blamed  for 
leanng  thdr  congr^ations  so  easily,  and 
going  out  at  the  first  publication  of  the 
council's  pleasure.  At  this  distance  I 
reckon  the  most  part  of  my  readers  must 
be  very  much  unacquainted  with  circum- 
stances of  this  hour  and  power  of  darkness, 
and  wonder  why  so  many  excellent  persons, 
in  good  terms  with  their  God,  their  con- 
science, and  their  people,  did  so  easily  part 
with  thdr  cfaai^ges.  Therefore,  besides  what 
I  have  already  given  firom  Mr.  Robert 
Douglas  upon  this  head,  I  think  it  not 
improper  to  give  the  reader  a  taste  of  the 
circumstances  things  stood  in  at  this  time, 
and  leave  him  to  form  a  more  fovourable 
judgment  of  the  conduct  of  so  many  presby- 
terian  ministers,  than  some  have  done. 

Preaching  after  the  first  of  November 
last  was  declared  a  seditious  conventicle, 
and  some  forbore  to  hear  the  presbyterian 
ministers  who  continued  to  preach,  notwith- 
standing of  the  act  of  Glasgow;  so  fickle 
and  uncertain  are  the  sentiments  of  a  multi- 
tude, that  some  were  ready  even  to  have 
jcaloused  (suspected)  the  ministers,  had 
they  continued  at  their  posts,  as  secretly  in 
collusion  with  the  bishops,  as  afterwards 
did  appear  in  the  reproaches  cast  on  some 
this  way.  Upon  the  other  hand,  the  most 
solid  and  judicious,  and  far  greater  part  of 
their  people,  encouraged  ministers  at  this 
time  to  enter  upon  suffering :  so  far  were 
they  from  censuring  them  for  quitting  their 
charges,  that  they  rejoiced  in  their  honesty 
and  firmness  to  the  principles  and  covenants 
of  this  church.      None  of  the  ministers 


their  persona  mod  ftmilief^  or  that  upoo 
just  grounds,  which  indeed  were  not  in  this 
case,  he  might  baoiah  and  confine  them,  at 
well  as  imprison  or  pot  them  to  death.  And 
to  be  sure  it  was  impossible  for  them  to 
maintain  themselvea  against  the  penecnting 
state  in  the  issue ;  and  the  benefit  aria^g  to 
their  flock  by  continuing  at  their  work  a  few 
Sabbaths,  till  force  should  be  employed  to 
dispossess  them,  they  were  of  opinion  would 
never  have  balanced  the  penalties  of  the 
acts,  a  minister's  ruin,  and  at  best  his  ban- 
ishment. 

Further,  they  had  the  example  of  multi- 
tudes of  worthy  ministers  in  ndghbouring 
churches,  to  lead  them  into  the  method  they 
took.  In  England  presbyterian  ministen 
took  this  same  course,  when  absolutely  dis- 
charged the  exercise  of  their  mimstiy; 
whereas  here,  this  was  only  done  by  conse- 
quence. And  if  we  may  reason  fixxn  eventi, 
and  the  issue  of  this  their  practice,  it  ii 
plain,  that  if  the  ministers  had  continued  at 
their  work  publicly,  until  they  had  been 
gradually  turned  out  one  by  one  in  a  way  of 
violence,  which  was  bishop  Sharp's  scheme, 
and  their  room  had  been  still  filled  up  as 
the  prelates  had  leisure,  the  change  bad 
neither  been  so  sensible  and  afiecting  is  it 
was  to  many,  nor  the  opposition  to  bishops 
by  for  so  considerable  as  it  came  to  be. 
But  now  this  uniform  course  so  many  min- 
isters jointly  fell  into,  was  the  first  and  a 
very  remarkable  and  clear  stand  against 
prelacy,  a  fair  testimony  against  this  horrid 
invasion  made  upon  the  church,  and  did 
mightily  alienate  the  nation  fix>m  the  bishops. 
Indeed  this  wound,  made  by  such  a  geoeral 
act  of  passive  obedience,  and  cheerful  suf- 
fering, was  what  the  bishops  could  never 
heal  in  the  west  and  south  of  Scotland. 
Let  me  only  add,  that  as  the  violence  of 
the  time  was  such  as  they  had  no  probable 
prospect  of  standing  out  against  it,  so  the 
ministers  judged  it  would  be  more  for  the 
interest  of  their  people,  to  be  left  in  some 
measure  to  be  useful  now  and  then  to  them 
privately,  in  visiting,  conversing,  and  preach- 
ing, than  that,  by  absolute  disobedience  to 
the  acts,  they  should  be  entirely  deprived 
of  them. 


questioned   the  magistrate's    power   o\et\     TVve  t«»A«c  ^'^  ^ass&.'j  ^orcoivc,  that  the 
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drcBmstancesof  eoMcientious  presbyterians 
vcfe  most  deplonble«  by  the  ejecting  of  8o 
ownj  worthy  numsten.  Last  winter  and 
this  spring  were  the  heofiest,  presbyterians, 
that  is,  die  bulk  and  body  of  the  people  in 
Seotland  of  the  greatest  piety  and  probity, 
ever  saw.  Plarish  churches,  generally  speaK- 
in^  through  the  western  and  southern  shires, 
were  now  waste  and  without  sermon,  which 
had  not  happened  in  Scotland  since  the 
reformation  from  popery ;  and  the  brighter 
and  sweeter  the  light  had  been  formerly,  the 
blacker  and  more  intolerable  was  tlus  sudden 
and  general  dariiness.  The  common  people 
now  had  leisure,  as  well  as  ground  enough, 
to  he^ten  their  former  aversion  at  the 
bishops  the  authors  of  all  this  calamity.  In 
many  places  they  had  twenty  miles  to  run 
before  they  heard  a  sermon,  or  got  the  spirit- 
ad  manna,  wbidi  of  late  fell  so  thick  about 
dieir  tents.  Some  went  to  the  elder  minis- 
ters, not  directly  touched  by  the  act  of 
Glasgow.  Such  who  could  not  reach  them, 
fieqnented  the  fimiily  worship  and  exercises 
of  the  yonnger  ministers,  now  outed  of 
their  churches.  And  so  great  were  the 
numbers  who  came  to  their  houses,  that 
some  were  constrained  to  preach  without 
doors,  and  at  length  to  go  to  the  open  fields. 
This  was  the  ori^al  of  field  meetings  in 
Scotland,  which  afterwards  made  so  much 
noise,  and  in  some  few  years  was  made 
death  by  law,  first  to  the  minister,  and  then 
to  die  hearers. 

At  this  time  began  the  barbarous  and  un- 
christian abuses,  committed  upon  the  Lord's 
holy  day  by  the  rude  soldiers,  which  shall  be 
afterwards  noticed.  When  people  flocked 
to  the  churches  of  the  few  remuning  presby- 
terian  ministers,  parties  of  armed  men  went 
up  and  down  upon  the  Sabbath,  to  exact  the 
fine  imposed  upon  such  as  did  not  keep  their 
own  parish  church,  by  the  proclamation,  De* 
cember  23d  last :  this,  we  shall  find,  turned 
firequent  in  a  little  time ;  and  upon  the  road, 
and  at  the  churches  of  the  old  presbyterian 
ministers,  they  plundered  and  abused  such 
as  would  not  presently  swear  they  were  par- 
ishioners in  that  place. 

As  the  presbyterians  in  Scotland  suffered 
in  a  most  sensible  part,  by  the  loss  of  their 


among  them;  so  they  reckoned  ,^» 
themselves  in  some  sort  yet  more 
oppressed  by  thrusting  in  upon  them  a 
company  of  men,  who  were  not  only  use- 
less, but  hurtfiil  unto  them,  and  really  the 
authors  of  most  of  the  harassings  and 
persecution  of  the  common  people  to  be 
narrated.  Those  underlings  of  the  Inshops 
were  called  by  the  country  people  curates, 
a  name  rather  odious  than  proper;  for 
the  most  part  of  them  were  both  unfit 
for,  and  very  much  neglected  the  cure  of 
souls.  The  prelates,  strictly  speaking,  were 
sine-curei,  and  few  or  none  of  them  preached, 
save  at  extraordinaiy  occasions.  Those 
substitutes  of  theirs  were  set  to  the  care  and 
cure  of  souls ;  but  as  their  care  was  about 
the  fleece,  so  they  rent  and  wounded  the 
sheep  and  lambs,  instead  of  curing  them. 

That  the  reader  may  hare  some  view  of 
the  manner  of  their  coming  in  at  this  time, 
and  somewhat  of  their  character ;  he  would 
remember  that  the  bishops*  diocesan  meet- 
ings last  year  were  very  ill  kept ;  in  some 
places  there  were  not  so  many  ministers 
came  as  there  had  been  presbyteries  in  the 
diocese,  and  I  find  it  observed,  that  some 
prelates  had  none  at  all.  Wherefore  this 
winter  and  spring,  the  bishops  were  busied  in 
levying  a  crew  of  those  curates  to  fill  up  the 
now  multitudes  of  vacant  parishes.  They 
were  mostly  youi^  men  fit)m  the  northern 
shires,  raw,  and  without  any  stock  of  read- 
ing or  gifts :  these  were  brought  west,  in  a 
year  or  two  after  they  had  gone  through 
their  philosophy  in  the  college,  and  having 
nothing  to  subsist  upon,  were  greedily  gaping 
after  benefices.  To  such  the  common 
people  were  ready  to  ascribe  all  the  charac- 
ters of  Jeroboam's  priests;  and  it  must  be 
owned  great  numbers  of  them  were  as  void 
of  morality  and  gravity,  as  they  were  of 
learning  and  experience,  and  scarce  had  tlie 
very  appearance  of  religion  and  devotion. 
They  came  into  parishes,  much  with  the 
same  views  a  herd  hath  when  he  contracts 
to  feed  cattle ;  and  such  a  plenty  of  them 
came  from  the  north  at  this  time,  that  it  is 
said  a  gentleman  of  that  country  cursed  the 
presbyterian  ministers  heartily;  for,  said  he, 
**  since  they  have  been  turned  out,  we  can- 


own  dear  pastors,  who  had  been  10  useful  1  not  have  «l  VaA  \o  \««^  wa  tQ«%!*     TV^wr^ 
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with  some  few  elder  expectants, 
who,  by  reason  of  their  scandal  and 
insuffidency,  conld  have  no  encouragement, 
under  presbytery,  were  the  persons  forced  in 
upon  people  in  room  of  the  outed  ministers 
In  many  places  thepatrons,  some  from  princi* 
pie,  and  others  because  they  were  und^  a 
necessity  to  please  the  bishop  in  their 
nomination,  refbsed  to  present ;  so  the  right 
of  presentation  devolved  into  the  bishops' 
hands.  Indeed  the  whole  of  the  curates  were 
of  the  prelates'  choice ;  and  perhaps  it  may 
a  little  excuse  them,  that  really  they  had  no 
better,  among  such  as  would  subject  to  them* 
to  fee  upon. 

Certunly  this  was  a  very  ruining  step  to 
the  interests  of  prelacy  in  Scotland ;  and 
some,  when  too  late,  saw  so  much.  I  know 
some  of  that  persuasion  do  endeavour  to 
reproach  presbyterians  after  the  revolution, 
for  taking  the  same  false  step  ;  but  their  in- 
Ibrmation,  to  say  no  more,  is  ill.  If  any  in- 
sufficient ministers  have  been  at  any  time 
brought  in  by  presbyterians  to  congregations, 
I  shall  blame  it  in  them  as  well  as  the  oth^ 
side ;  and  more,  because  they  in  other  things 
are  agreeable  to  the  Divine  institution,  and 
ought  not  to  take  the  liberty  others  do :  but 
that  I  may  set  this  matter  in  its  due  li^t> 
presbyterian  ministers  at  the  revolution, 
wished  they  had  found  more  labourers  at 


[]book  I. 

and  the  bishops  with  their  amtes  came  in. 
This  will  be  more  than  evident,  if  we  consi- 
der the  state  of  the  church  of  Scotland  in 
the  precedii^  years,  and  compere  it  a  little 
with  the  lamentable  drcumstanccs  it  is  now 
falling  into.  Before  the  reintroduction  of 
prelacy  last  year,  every  parish  in  Scotland 
had  a  minister,  every  village  a  school,  eveiy 
family,  and  in  most  places  each  peraoo,  had 
aBible;  the  children  were  all  taught  toread, 
and  furnished  with  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
either  at  their  parents'  or  the  pariah  charge: 
every  minister  professed  and  obliged  himself 
to  adhere  to  the  proteetant  refomwd  religion, 
and  owned  the  Westminster  ConfessioD, 
framed  by  the  divines  of  both  nations,  snd 
were  regulate  by  our  excdlent  acts  of  assem- 
blies. Most  part  of  ministers  did  preach 
thrice  a  week,  and  lecture  once,  to  ssj 
nothing  of  catechising,  and  other  pastoial 
duties,  wherein  they  abounded  according  to 
the  proportion  of  their  ability  and  ^tl^- 
ness.  None  of  them  were  scandalous,  inso^ 
fident,  or  negligent,  as  far  as  could  be 
noticed,  while  presbyteries  continued  in  their 
powtf .  A  minister  could  not  be  easy  him* 
self  without  some  seals  of  his  ministry,  and 
evidences  of  the  Divine  approbation  in  the 
souls  of  his  people,  of  which  there  were  in 
that  period  not  a  few.  One  might  hare 
lived  a  good  while  in  many  congr^ationt, 


first  to  send  into  the  Lord's  vineyard ;  and  j  and  rode  through  much  of  Scotland,  witb- 


yct  they  had  a  considerable  number  of  godly 
and  learned  youths,  very  ripe  for  the  holy 
ministry.  I  shall  not  say,  but  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  church's  recovery,  some  few  here 
and  there,  who  had  not  that  time  they 
would  have  desired  for  study,  were  put  to 
work  in  the  Lord's  vineyard ;  but  then  ac- 
curate care  was  taken,  that  any  insuperable 
defects  this  way  should  be  supplied  by  a 
shining  piety,  seriousness,  and  diligence. 
And  whatever  outcry  some  of  the  episcopal 
party  make  as  to  the  hasty  filling  of  churches 
after  the  revolution,  presbyterians  are  willing 
a  parallel  be  drawn  betwixt  the  entrants  to 
the  holy  ministry  after  the  (year)  1688,  and 
those  after  the  (year)  1661,  and  are  no  way 
afi^d  of  the  issue. 

Indeed  there  was  never  a  more  melan- 
choly  change  made  in  a  church,  than  when 


out  hearing  an  oath.  You  could  scarce 
have  lodged  in  a  house  where  God  was  not 
worshipped,  by  singing,  reading  the  word 
and  prayer;  and  the  public  houses  were 
ready  to  complain  their  trade  was  broke 
every  body  now  was  become  so  sober. 

As  soon  as  the  prelates  and  their  curates 
were  thrust  in,  one  would  have  met  with 
the  plain  reverse  of  all  this,  which  was  the 
heavier,  that  it  rcisembled  king  Saul's  change, 
a  bad  spirit  aft^r  a  good.  Some  two  yean 
ago  there  was  scarce  a  minister  or  expectant 
in  this  church,  but  professed  himself  a  cove, 
nanted  presbyterian ;  and  so  the  bishops  and 
curates  in  the  eye  of  the  common  people 
came  in  with  perjury,  written  in  their  fore- 
heads, where  holiness  to  the  Lord  should 
have  been  ;  and  one  need  not  wonder  at  the 
opposition  made  to  them. 


presbytema  ministers  were  thus  turned  oul A    "^ Vi^w  x>r»  c>awXft&  fs^xw^  \\\«r  ^pits,  it 
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was  by  an  order  from  the  bishop,  without 
aiiy  call  from,  yea  contraiy  to  the  inclina- 
tions of  the  people.  Their  personal  charac- 
ter was  blade,  and  no  wonder  their  enter- 
tainment, was  coarse  and  cold.  In  some 
places  they  were  welcomed  with  tears  in 
abundance,  and  entreaties  to  be  gone :  in 
others  with  reasonings'and  alignments,  which 
confounded*  them;  and  some  entertained 
them  with  threats,  affronts,  and  indignities, 
too  many  here  to  be  repeated.  The  bell's 
tongine  in  some  places  was  stolen  away,  that 
the  parishioners  might  have  an  excuse  for 
not  coming  to  church.  The  doors  of  the 
church  m  other  places  were  barricaded, 
and  they  made  to  enter  by  the  window 
literally.  The  laxer  of  the  gentry  easily 
engaged  to  join  in  their  drinking  cabals, 
which  with  all  iniquity  did  now  fearfully 
abound,  and  sadly  exposed  them :  and  in 
some  places  the  people,  fretted  with  the 
dismal  change,  gathered  together,  and  vio- 
lently opposed  their  settlement,  and  received 
them  with  showers  of  stones.  This  was  not 
indeed  the  practice  of  the  religious  and 
more  judidous;  such  irregularities  were 
committed  by  the  more  ignorant  vulgar,  yet 
they  were  so  many  evidences  of  the  regard 
they  were  like  to  have  from  the  body  of 
their  parishioners.  Such  who  were  really 
serious  mourned  in  secret,  as  doves  in  the 
valleys,  and  from  a  principle  could  never 
countenance  them,  and  others  dealt  with 
them  as  hath  been  said. 

This  oppontion  to  the  settlement  of  the 
curates,  occasioned  severe  inqfinrics  and 
prosecutions  before  the  council ;  and  wc  shall 
meet  with  instances  of  it  just  now  from 
Irongray  and  Kirkcudbright  this  year,  and 
more  instances  will  offer  from  many  other 
parishes  of  the  kingdom.  The  punishment 
became  very  severe,  banishment  to  America, 
cruel  scourgings,  and  heavy  finings.  Tims 
the  effects  of  forcing  the  curates  in  upon 
congregations  were  confusion,  and  every  evil 
work,  and  the  first  fruit  of  the  prelates'  minis- 
ters was  the  scattering  of  their  congregations. 

Towards  the  beginning  of  this  year  I  am 
now  upon,  that  question  sprang  up  among 
the  people,  which  was  the  occasion  of  so 
much  hot  persecution  afterwards,  ^  Whether 
they  might  hear  the  cuntes  ?"     They  were 
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looked  upon  as  coming  in  over  the  .gg„ 
belly  of  solemn  oaths  and  covenants 
the  kingdom  wa^  under  to  the  Lord;  and 
the  people  did  not  find  their  conscience 
relieved  from  these  by  the  act  of  parliament 
introducing  prelacy ;  and  it  is  not  much  to 
be  wondered  at,  that  there  were  scruples 
to  hear  men  put  into  pulpits  by  military 
force,  and  kept  in  by  so  many  banishments, 
fines,  and  so  much  cruelty. 

The  longer  they  continued,  and  the  better 
they  were  known,  the  more  they  were 
loathed  for  their  dreadful  immoralities. 
If  that  party  were  to  be  dealt  with  in  thdr 
own  coin,  a  black  list  might  be  given  of 
scandals,  unheard  of  except  among  popes 
and  Romish  priests,  about  this  time  breaking 
out  among  them :  but  I  do  not  love  to  rake 
into  this  unpleasant  subject.  Some  of 
them,  alas  too  many,  were  heard  swearing 
very  rudely  in  the  open  streets.  And  this 
was  but  of  a  piece  with  the  doctrine  taught 
in  their  pulpits,  that  to  swear  by  faith,  con- 
science, and  the  like,  were  innocent  ways  of 
speaking.  And  they  used  to  adduce  bishop 
Andrews,  as  of  those  sentiments.  Instances 
were  sadly  common  of  their  staggering 
in  the  streets,  and  wallowing  in  the  guttersy 
even  in  their  canonical  habits;  and  this 
needs  be  no  surprise,  when  many  were 
witnesses  to  bishop  \^hart's  preaching 
publicly,  that  he  was  not  to  be  reckoned  a 
drunkard,  who  was  now  and  then  overtaken 
with  wine  or  strong  liquor,  but  he  only  who 
made  a  trade  of  following  afto  strong  drink. 
If  I  should  speak  of  the  uncleanness  and 
vile  practices  of  Mr.  Bruce,  curate  at  Bal* 
merino,  bishop  Sharp's  chaplain ;  Chisholm 
of  Lilliesleaf,  Mr.  John  Paterson,  afterwards 
bishop,  who  was  chastised  by  the  reformed 
bishop;  Mr.  Keith  in  Ginglekirk,  Mr. 
Thomas  Hamilton  at  Camwath;  the  ac- 
counts would  stun  the  reader,  and  o£Fcnd 
modest  ears.  Mr.  Archibald  Bcith  curate 
in  Arran,  of  whom  we  shall  hear  afterwards, 
and  one  Duncan  near  Perth,  were  processed, 
and  the  last  executed  for  murder.  Mr. 
Edward  Thomson  at  Anstruther,  and  Mr. 
Gideon  Penman  at  Creighton,  were  charged 
with  crimes  yet  of  a  higher  nature.  The 
first  made  a  terrible  exit,  either  by  his  own 
bandB  or  iVv^  dcv^*\  «A  ^^\3»x^'^wi^ 
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1 0RA.   ^^^'^^  ^y  many  confessing  witches, 

escaped  what  he  deserved.*    I  find 

dll  those  taken  notice  of,  as  things  notouriy 
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known  in  this  period  I  am  descnbing^  in 


the  papers  of  a  worthy  minister;  and  mul- 
tttodes  might  be  added ;  but  indeed  this  is 


*  **  Mr.  Edward  Thomion,  curate  of  An- 
•tr udder,  WM  the  son  of  a  godly  father,  a  min- 
ister, wlio  lired  his  eon  in  the  knowledge  of  the 
truth  and  profeation  of  godlinees ;  and  when  the 
honest  fiither  died,  he  straitly  charged  this  his 
■on  to  follow  his  father's  way,  and  in  any  case 
to  beware  of  conforming  to  the  course  of  the 
bishops.  This  course  he  follows  for  some  time, 
but  wearying  of  the  purity  of  the  preiiby terian 
nonconformists,  he  went  to  one  or  their  mock 
presbyteries,  and  there  entered  upon  his  tryals. 
The  report  went  that,  when  he  was  upon  his  tryals 
his  father  appeared  to  him,  and  thnatened  him 
for  engaging  in  such  a  course,  whereupon  he  de- 
sisted for  some  time,  but  the  same  tentatlon  re- 
turning, he  once  more  engaged  with  the  bishops, 
entered  upon  his  trj'als,  and,  having  passed, 
settled  at  Anstrudder.  He  had  while  he  was 
there  wife  and  children ;  afterwards,  being  a 
widow,  he  continued  in  his  ministry,  but  at 
length  became  very  sad  and  heavy.  Ane  Satur- 
day at  niffht  he  went  to  make  a  visit,  and  stayed 
out  very  late,  and  as  he  returned  homeward  the 
wench  that  bare  his  lanthorn,  as  they  passed  a 
bridge,  affirmed  the  bridge  shoke^  also  that  she 
■aw  somethinc  like  a  black  beast  pass  the  bridge 
before  him.  This  made  some  suspect  he  meddled 
with  the  devil,  and  he  was  known  to  have  a 
brother  that  was  a  diabolick  man.  However, 
home  he  came  very  late,  and  after  he  had  lyen  a 
while  in  bed,  rose  early  upon  Sabbath  morn- 
ing and  threw  himself  into  the  river,  when  he 
was  taken  up  dead,  to  the  great  astonishment  of 
his  poor  neighbours. 

'*  Mr.  Gideon  Penman,  curat  at  Creighton, 
was  well  known  to  be  a  witch.  Divers  eye- 
witnesses deponed  they  had  many  times  seen 
him  at  the  witches*  meetings,  and  that  the  devil 
called  him  ordinarily,  *  Penman,  my  chaplain.* 
Alio,  upi»n  a  time  wlien  Satan  administered  his 
communion  to  bin  congregation.  Penman  sat 
next  the  devil's  elbow,  and  that  when  their 
deacon  had  served  the  table  with  wafers  in  the 
popish  faaliion,  when  there  remained  two  wafers 
more  than  served  the  company,  the  deacon  laid 
down  his  two  wafers  before  the  devil,  which 
two  the  devil  gave  to  Penman,  and  l>adc  him 
goe  carrie  these  to  the  papists  in  Winton.  But 
he  escaped  without  punishment.** — Kirkton's 
History  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  pp.  188-^ 
191. 

"  Eight  or  ten  witches,  all  (except  one  or  two) 

poor  miserable  like  women,  were  pannelled,  some 

of  tliem  were  brought  out  of  Sir  Robert  Keith's 

lands,  others  out  of  Ormiston,  Creighton,  and 

Pcncidthlaud  parishes.     The  first  of  them  were 

delated  by  these  two  who  were  burnt  in  Salt 

IVeston,  m  May,  1678,  and  they  divulged  and 

named  the  rest,  as  al!H>  put  forth  seven  in  the 

Lonehead  of  Lass  wade;  and  if  they  had  been 

permitted,  were  ready  to  file  by  their  delation 

sundry  gentlewomen  and  others  of  fashion,  but 

the  justices  discharged  them,  thinking  it  either 

the  product  of  malice,  or  melancholy,  or  the 

devil's  deception  in  representing  such  persons  as 

present  at  their  field  mecting$t  who  truly  were 

not  there.     However,  they  were  permUied  lo  \  xtvt 

name  Mr,  Gideon  Penman,  who  bad  beeu  m\u-  W> 

iMterMt  Creighton,  and  for  sundry  acU  ot  uii-\\j 


deanneas  and  other  crimes  was  deprived.  Two 
or  three  of  the  witches  constantly  afBnned  that 
he  waa  preaent  at  thdr  meetings  with  the  devil, 
and  then  when  the  devil  called  for  him,  he 
asked,  *  Where  is  Mr.  Gideon,  my  chaplain?* 
and  that  ordinarily  Mr.  Gideon  waa  in  the  rear 
of  all  their  dances,  and  beat  up  these  that  wars 
slow.  He  denied  all,  and  waa  liberate  on  ca- 
tion.**—Fountainhall*s  Decisiooa,  p,  14. 

Such  is  the  testimony  of  a  divine  of  great 
celebrity,  and  of  the  highest  civil  tribunal  in  the 
nation,  by  whicli  our  historian  la  borne  oat  ia 
his  statement  on  this  sulgect,  aatatenoent  which 
to  many  modem  readers  will  be,  we  have  no 
doubt,  sufficiently  repulsive,  though  it  is  in  per- 
fect imison  with  the  belief  of  the  beat  and  the 
wisest  statesmen  and  lawyers,  aa  well  aa  divines, 
of  that  day,  which  we  could  demonstrate  by  sa 
array  of  quotations  larger  than  the  volume  we 
are  attempting  to  illustrate,  llie  belief  of 
such  things  may  be  safely  stated  to  have  been  «t 
that  period  nearly  universal,  and  it  was  cer- 
tainly carried  to  an  extent  warranted  neither  by 
reason  nor  revelation.  At  the  same  time,  we 
hesitate  not  to  affirm,  that  no  man  who  believei 
the  Bible  to  be  a  book  divinely  inspired,  can 
possibly  doubt  of  a  connexion  and  an  inter- 
course between  the  material  and  the  spiritaal 
worlds  much  more  extensive  and  more  firequeat 
than  the  philoNophy  of  the  present  day  will 
admit,  nor,  after  all  the  attempts  that,  by  trans- 
lation, modification,  and  explanation  have  bcea 
made  to  cliange  the  meaning  of  the  worda^  that 
by  witchcraft,  sorcerv,  enchantments,  &c. 
sc.— ^itteropts  of  a  highly  criminal  character, 
have  been  made  to  command  that  intercourse, 
though  he  msy  be  just  as  little  able  to  compre- 
hend the  modus  or  manner  of  theae  attempts  as 
that  of  many  other  crimes,  which,  thcHigh 
unknown  among  Christians,  if  any  credit  be  due 
to  classic  moralists,  were  common  in  the  heathen 
world.  In  that  code  of  purieprudenoe  given 
by  God  himself  to  the  children  of  Israel  we 
find  these  things  made  the  subjects  of  special 
and  particular  statutes ;  and,  in  the  aueccedinf 
history  of  that  people,  we  find  them  charged 
upon  mdividuab  as  particular  and  special  crimes, 
on  account  of  which  they  wen  riaited  with 
most  signal  judgments,  so  that  there  is  no  alter- 
native but  either  to  believe  them,  or  so  far  U» 
reject  the  authority  of  the  Scriptorea. 

We  hope  that  no  one  from  this  will  rashly  or 
uncandidly  suppose  that  we  mean  to  demauil, 
or  that  we  say  the  Scriptures  demand,  his 
assent  to  that  jpowing  but  shapeless  maw  of 
al>8urdity  and  ud>le,  the  momitrous  spawn  of 
imposture  and  guilty  fear,  which  tradition,  the 
easy  handmaiden  of  credulity,  is  perpetually 
busied  in  rolling  along  from  one  generation  to 
another;  and  because  the  magicians  of  £gvpt 
cast  down  their  rods,  beside  that  of  Moaes  berors 
Pharaoh,  and  they  became  serpents,  or  becaats, 
along  with  that  wonder-working  prophet,  they 
were  instrumental  in  turning  the  waters  of  their 
country  into  blood,  and  in  bringing  up  upon  it 
the  plague  of  frocn,  he  is  to  believe  that,  by 
\Yv«  asaUtance  of  the  devil,  any  decrepit,  r<f  n- 
Vvo^A,  QC  vrox\^Q>^  ^\  ^t^xoan  in  hia  neigh- 
YMVoVioo^  uiSiU%mi&«n&.\«!iM^  >aDitA  v  Vnaea  or 


CHAP.  IV.] 

a  subject  I  do  not  love  to  enlarge  upon.  Tho«e 
and  many  other  things  gave  ground  to  people* 
to  form  a  very  black  idea  of  those  persons  now 
thrust  in  upon  this  church.  And  if  all  be 
true  which  at  this  time  was  believed  of  Pri- 
mate Sharp,  one  needs  not  wonder  such 
persons  were  brought  in*  and  overlooked 
notwithstanding  of  their  pnxhgious  wicked- 
ness. Indeed  though  the  curates  had  been 
freer  than  they  were  of  those  gross  immor- 
alities, they  had  work  upon  their  hand, 
ready  enough  of  itself  to  give  people  bad 
impressions  of  them.  They  were  to  subdue 
the  people  of  Scotland  to  the  hated  bishops, 
yea,  to  persuade. them  to  alter  their  religion 
and  principles  in  some  measure.  The  way 
of  their  coming  in,  and  this  carriage  when 
in,  helped  the  odium  forward. 

When  a  presbyterian  minister  came  in  by 
the  hearty  choice  of  the  people,  and  recom- 
mended himself  by  faithfulness  and  painful- 
ness  in  his  Master's  work,  and  a  humble 
dependence  upon  the  Lord,  there  was  no 
need  of  soldiers  to  force  people  to  him; 
bearers  came  unconstrained:  but  the  curates 


a  cat ;  nil  the  mm  in  a  sieve  or  an  esgahell ; 
trantpolrt  herwlf  through  the  air  upon  a  oroom  ; 
collect  at  her  pleasure,  and  by  iiiTisible  means, 
all  the  milk  in  her  neight>ourbood ;  or,  by  a 
few  knotted  straws,  and  a  missliapen  image  of 
day  stuck  full  of  pins,  destroy  his  cattle  and 
himself.  No.  'llie  very  reverse  of  tills  is  the 
fkct.  The  Bible  utterly  forbids  aiiy  such 
ascription  of  power  to  human  beings,  and  all 
eommunlcation  with  such  as  pretend  to  it, 
farther  than  to  punish  them  as  transgressors 
of  the  positive  statutes  of  Jehovah,  impious 
Intermeddlers  with  his  peculiar  prerogatives,  and 
at  least  the  intentional  murderers  of  Uieir  fellow 
men.— While  it  every  where  proceeds  upon  the 
MHumed  fkct,  that  there  are  rulers  of  the  dark- 
ness of  this  world,  spiritual  wickednesses  in 
high  places,  with  whom  the  Christian,  though 
be  would,  cannot  avoid  a  perpetual  warfare,  it 
forbids  any  external  a^nowledgment  of  tliem, 
either  In  themselves  or  their  pretended  agents, 
otherwisetlian,incontinualdependanfenpon  Dl- 
Tine  providence  in  the  use  of  all  appolntea  means 
of  erace,  to  guard  against  being  bv  toem  inwardly 
seduced  from  that  reposing  of  the  soul  upon  its 
Creator  and  Redeemer,  in  which  the  essence  of 
religion  consists,  and  from  those  acts  of  humble 
and  holy  obedience  by  which  it  is  especially 
manifested.  The  observing  of  times  or  oays,  as 
fortunate  or  unfortunate,  of  circumstances,  as 
lucky  or  anlucky— all  attempts  at  divination, 
though  ft  should  be  by  the  Bible  itself— «11  re- 
jecting or  using  of  meats  and  drinks  for  occult 
purposes,  are  by  the  Bible  declared  to  be  doc- 
trines of  devils,  and  all  who  practise  them  must 
be,  by  the  enlightened  reader  of  that  bonk,  re- 
f  irded  as  so  far  wionbippcn  of  dciiis.— J?d. 
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were  settled  by  the  secular  arm,  i/j^o 
compulsion  and  violence ;  and  the 
wonder  must  be  the  less  that  their  doc 
trine  was  unacceptable,  and  themselves  loath- 
ed. The  apostle  of  the  Gentiles  recommended 
himself  to  the  consciences  of  those  he  dealt 
with,  "  by  pureness,  by  knowledge,  by  long- 
suffering,  by  kindness,  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  by 
love  unfdgned,  by  the  word  of  truth,  by  the 
power  of  God,  by  the  armour  of  righteous- 
ness." Now  another  course  must  be  taken, 
since  those  things  were  not  to  be  found. 
The  curates  were  commended  **  by  fines 
imprisonments,  banishments,  relegation  and 
selling  for  slaves,  scouig^ng,  stigmatizing^ 
and  bloody  executions." 

Most  part  of  presb}tcrians  did  agree  in 
the  conclusion  and  practice  of  forbearing  to 
hear  the  curates,  when  they  were  thus  forced 
in  upon  this  church ;  but  the  grounds  they 
went  upon  were  very  different,  as  may  be 
seen  in  the  papers  upon  this  head,  both  in 
print  and  writ,  which  were  pretty  throng  at 
this  time  and  aflenftards.  There  were  some 
who  thought  the  curates'  ministry  null  and 
illegal,  because  their  authors,  the  bishops, 
ordination  was  void,  inasmuch  as  they  were 
fallen  from  their  office,  by  open  violation  of 
their  own  and  the  land's  solemn  covenant, 
nullified  their  former  regular  and  scriptural 
ordination  by  re-ordination,  and  now  derived 
any  power  they  claimed  from  the  supremacy 
entirely.  Many  thought  the  curates  had  no 
relation  to  the  congregations  where  they 
entered,  and  upon  that  score  rcfiised  to  jom 
in  with  them,  without  dipping  into  the 
validity  of  their  ministerial  actings :  and  in* 
deed  it  is  undeniable,  they  came  in  by  force 
almost  every  where,  and  not  only  without 
the  invitation,  but  against  the  inclination  of 
the  people ;  and  refusing  to  hear  them  for  a 
while,  was  the  only  testimony  the  most 
sober  and  judicious  had  to  give  against  this 
unaccountable  intrusion;  and,  one  would 
tliink,  a  very  modest  and  proper  testimony. 
Some  could  not  hear,  because  they  observed 
the  bulk  of  them  so  immoral  and  profime» 
that  they  were  ashamed  to  haunt  their  com- 
pany, much  less  could  they  own  them  as 
their  ministers ;  and  those  who  were  smooth 
and  blameless,  which  was  the  case  of  a  few 
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._Q  erroneous  in  their  priudples,  and 
their  doctrine  pelagian,  and  rery 
much  tending  to  popery.  All  of  them  were 
settled  among  them  by  bishops,  by  virtue  of 
die  king's  absolute  supremacy  ecclesiastical; 
and  it  was  what  stuck  much  with  a  good  many 
that  by  joiniiig  with,  and  subjecting  to  their 
ministry,  they  concurred  all  they  could  in 
thdr  private  capacity,  in  owning  that  iniqui- 
tous and  burdensome  imposition.  In  short, 
the  generality  did  reckon  themselves,  bound 
by  the  oath  of  God's  covenant,  against  pre- 
lates, and  their  underlings :  and  since  both 
were  obtruded  upon  them  by  an  oppression  in 
their  dvil  liberties  and  reformation  ri^ts, 
they  could  not  prevail  with  themselves 
acdvely  to  concur  in  the  deformation  now 
established,  or  by  countenancing  it,  to  bind 
it  down  upon  themselves  and  their  pos- 
terity. And  lastly,  a  good  many  forbear 
hearing,  because  it  was  offensive  and  stum- 
bling to  many  serious  and  religious  people. 

Those  things  prevailed  with  the  generality, 
at  thb  time,  to  refuse  to  countenance  the 
curates.  Indeed  some  now,  but  especially 
many  years  after  this,  when  the  whole  pres- 
byterian  ministers  were  silenced  and  ban- 
ished, and  they  had  no  other  way  of  ptiblic 
worshipping  of  God,  and  not  daring  to  call 
entirely  in  question  the  validity  of  thdr 
mission,  and  having  no  sinful  terms  of  hold- 
ing communion,  as  they  thought,  imposed 
upon  them,  did  hear,  especially  a  little  before 
the  liberty,  when  circumstances  were  not  a 
little  altered  from  what  they  were  at  this 
time  I  am  upon.  And  such  as  withdrew 
now,  alleged  many  things  in  their  own  vin- 
dication, which  I  shall  not  here  enter  into 
the  detail  of.  They  advanced  instances  in 
other  churches;  the  practice  of  the  Chris- 
tians in  Chr}'sostom's  case,  when,  by  the 
emperor  unjustly  turned  out  of  his  charge, 
his  people  would  not  subject  to  such  who 
came  in  his  room;  the  practice  of  many 
worthy  persons  in  Holland,  when  several 
worthy  ministers  there  were  turned  out  by 
the  Barnavest  &ction,  and  Arminians  put  in 
their  place,  they  would  neither  hear  nor 
submit  to  their  ministry,  but  went  and  joined 
in  word  and  sacraments  with  the  Calvinist 


dee,  and  the  method  of  this  church  of  Scot^ 
land  since  the  Reformation,  gave  them 
ground  to  withdraw  from  such  who  were 
setded  in  congregadons,  not  only  remUtUt, 
but  even  eotUradiceiUe  eedetia:  and  thef 
declared,  that  in  such  cases  they  could  never 
see  where  the  pastoral  de,  and  ministerial 
obligadon  was  bottomed;  and  in  some  of 
those  reasonings  they  brought  the  judgment 
of  some  of  the  best  writers  in  the  Bnglish 
church  itself  to  support  them. 

Those  reasonings  I  only  relate  as  a  his- 
torian :  die  consequence  of  so  many  gravel* 
ling  scruples,  and  the  nonconformity  which 
followed  upon  them,  was  first  emptjr 
churches.  The  ministers  forced  in  upon 
the  west  and  south,  in  several  places,  for 
some  time  had  bare  waUs,  and  nobody  to 
preach  unto ;  and  many  had  scarce  twenty 
or  thirty  hearers;  yea,  in  very  numerous 
congregations  not  above  fifty.  And  in  the 
next  place,  a  grievous  persecution,  dll  vast 
numbers  of  the  more  ignorant  and  meaner 
sort,  were  compelled  by  force,  and  even  too 
many  others  were  brought  by  \iolence  to  do 
what  was  against  their  profession,  and  the 
light  of  their  own  conscience.  This  was  a 
long  and  fiery  trial. 

It  will  be  nodced  now,  upon  every  turn, 
by  the  reader,  without  my  help,  that  all  the 
branches  of  the  persecudon  now  growing  eo 
hot,  were  merely  for  conscience'  sake,  and 
not  upon  any  real  disregard  to  the  king  and 
government,  which  they  did  heartily  own 
and  submit  to,  in  all  civil  and  lawfiil  things, 
Indeed  the  whole  of  the  persecudon  I  am 
entering  upon  this  year,  and  the  two  follow- 
ing, was  barely  upon  the  score  of  noncon- 
formity to  prelates  and  curates;  and  no 
other  reason  can  be  assigned  for  the  severities 
during  this  year,  or  the  rigour  and  terrible 
heights  of  the  high  commission,  and  heavy 
oppression  of  the  countr}',  which  issued  in 
the  rising  at  Pendond ;  as  will  appear  folly 
in  the  sequel  of  this  book. 

SECT.  II. 

0/  the  more  general  acts  and  proceedings  of 
the  council,  this  year,  1663. 


tninisten  remaining  among  them.    ¥un\\et\V}i&^tv8ii\me&\.VvLVv^^t^  severe  pcrsecudons 
they  alleged,  that  Scripture,  primitive  pr^c- \  o^  inaxi^  TKaoaNftx^^  ^scc^^K&sscv^^a^  ^o^ssokx^ 


CHAP.  IV.] 

people,  by  the  prhry  coundl  this  year :  but, 
before  I  come  to  them,  let  me  ti^e  a  view 
of  the  acts  of  that  court,  and  the  parliament, 
m  as  far  as  they  concern  suflering  presby- 
terians;  and  I  lay  them  before  the  reader 
from  the  registers,  and  begin  with  those  c£ 
the  council. 

Hie  act  of  fines,  made  last  session  of  par- 
liament, and  die  cari  of  Middleton  his 
endearours  to  have  a  share  of  the  finesf 
turned  about  to  his  ruin.  Those  fines  con- 
cern presbyterians  so  much,  and  the  proce- 
dure of  the  managers  about  them  being  but 
very  little  known,  I  shall  gire  a  detail  of 
what  I  meet  with  in  the  council  registers 
about  them  this  year  altogether,  and  then  go 
on  to  other  matters  which  took  up  that 
court.  This  matter  will  stand  best  in  its 
own  light,  from  the  principal  papers  them- 
selres,  which  are  not  very  long.  February 
}2th,  the  council  receive  and  read  a  letter 
from  the  king,  of  the  date,  January  23d, 
last;  which  follows. 

"  Right  Trusty,  &c. — We  have  considered 
that  late  act  of  the  last  session  of  parliament, 
indtnled,  on  the  back  of  that  copy  sent  to 
OS,  *  anent  persons  excepted  forth  of  the 
indeimiity,'  bearing  date  at  Edinburgh,  the 
9th  of  September,  1662,  which  act  hath  not 
the  names  of  the  persons,  nor  the  propor- 
tiofis  of  the  fines  imposed:  yet  we  have 
lately  received  a  list  of  the  names,  and  those 
proportions,  which  we  have  not  as  yet  taken 
into  our  consideration.  In  the  meantime, 
aeeing  this  act  appomts  the  sums  imposed 
to  be  paid,  the  one  half  at  one  term,  the 
other  at  another,  (both  which  terms  are 
blank  in  the  copy  transmitted  to  us)  with 
this  express  certification,  that  whoever  of  the 
fined  persons  shall  not  make  payment  of  the 
respective  sums  imposed  upon  them,  betwixt 
and  the  above-mentioned  terms,  they  are 
fitnn  thenceforth  to  lose  the  whole  benefit 
of  our  pardon  and  indemnity :  and  the  said 
days  being  past,  and  the  sums  not  paid,  it  is 
now  as  then,  and  then  as  now  declared,  that 
they  have  no  share  in  our  pardon,  but  arc 
excepted  therefrom,  and  their  estates,  rents, 
and  goods  to  be  sequestrate  and  raised 
for  our  use,  their  persons  secured,  and  they 
pmdshed  aa  guUty  of  sedition,  usurpation. 
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and  rebellion.  And  that  you,  i«|i» 
our  privy  cotmdl,  and  others  of 
our  ministers  and  magistrates,  are  ordained 
to  see  this  act  put  in  due,  exact,  and 
ptmctual  execution,  conform  to  the  tenor 
thereof^  as  you  will  be  answerable.  And 
seeing  we  are  informed,  that  the  first 
term's  payment  is  at  Candlemas  first,  upon 
serious  consideration  of  the  whole  matter, 
we  have,  for  reasons  importing  the  good 
of  our  service,  thought  fit  to  suspend 
the  first  term's  payment  of  the  said  fines, 
until  our  further  pleasure  be  signified  there- 
anent;  likeas.  We  do  by  these  presents 
suspend  the  first  term's  payment.  As  also 
by  our  royal  prerogative  we  do  dispense 
with  all  the  penalties  contained  in  the  said 
certification,  which  the  non-payers  should 
have  incurred  by  their  not  payment  at  the 
term  foresaid.  And  we  do  hereby  require 
you  to  make  public  proclamation  of  this  our 
command,  for  the  suspending  of  the  first 
term's  payment  of  the  fines,  until  we  shall 
declare  our  further  pleasure  concerning  the 
same ;  as  also  our  dispensing  with  the  pen- 
alties, as  aforesaid,  by  open  proclamation, 
and  all  other  ways  requisite;  to  the  end  our 
good  subjects  may  take  notice  of  the  snme. 
And  further,  if  any  person  be,  or  is  em- 
powered to  be  receiver  of  the  fines,  you  shall 
in  our  name  discharge  him  to  receive  any  of 
them  till  our  fiirther  pleasure  shall  be  de- 
clared. We  also  require  you  to  registrato 
this  our  letter  in  the  coundl  books :  and  to 
these  our  commands  we  expect  your  ready 
obedience,  and  a  speedy  account.  Given  at 
our  court  at  Whitehall,  the  23d  of  January, 
1662-3,  and  of  our  reign  the  fourteenth  year. 
•*  By  his  majesty's  command, 
"  Lauderdalr." 
The  same  day  the  council  draw  up  a 
proclamation,  intimating  the  suspension  of 
the  first  term's  payment  of  the  fines,  and 
the  penalties  incurred,  just  in  the  terms  of 
the  above  letter,  and  so  it  needs  not  be  re- 
peated; and  order  the  macera  to  pass  to 
the  market-cross  of  Edinburgh,  and  intimate 
so  much.     Subtcribiiur, 

Olencftlm,  chancellor,  Hamilton,  E^linton, 
Linlithfow,  Roxburgh,  Soathnk,  Calkn- 
der,  Halkerton,  Ballenden,  Jo.   Gilinoor, 
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IfiSS.      ^^  "^^  ^^'  ^^'^^^^  ^^*  '  I  ^y  ^^  ^^^"^  7^^  ooncenung  that  sudden 

find  ill    the  registera  as   fi^ows.  ,  change,  we  did  forbear  the  declaring  qf  our 

**  There  being  a  letter  directed  from  the  lord  |  pleasure  concenung  the  same,  till  we  should 


commisnoner  his  grace,  of  the  date  die  7th  of 
this  instant,  bearing,  *that  if  you  haye  not 
published  any  thing  relating  to  the  fines,  I 
do,  in  his  majesty's  name,  desire  that  nothing 
may  be  done ;  for  his  majestjr's  commands  are 
obeyed  by  the  not  publication  of  the  act  for 
fines.'  Therefore  the  lords  of  his  majesty's 
privy  council  ordain  the  proclamation  sub- 
scribed, anent  the  fines,  of  the  date  the  12th 
of  this  instant,  be  not  published  until  fur* 
ther  order;  and  recommend  to  the  lord 
chancellor  to  write  to  the  lord  commissioner, 
to  give  an  account  thereof  to  his  majesty. 
«  GLBNCAiRif,  Chanc.  I.  P.  D." 

Thus  matters  stood  till  March  17th,  when 
I  find  the  proclamation  agreed  upon  Feb- 
ruary 12th,  was  published  by  the  chancellor 
in  the  interval  of  council  days,  upon  his 
receiving  the  letter  just  now  to  be  spoke  of; 
and  next  council  day,  March  24th,  his  ma- 
jesty's letter  directed  to  the  council,  anent 
the  fines,  was  read;  the  tenor  whereof 
follows. 

^  lUght  trusty,  &c.  Upon  consideration 
of  an  act  of  the  last  session  of  our  parliament, 
intituled,  anent  persons  excepted  forth  of 
the  indemnity,  bearing  the  date  of  the  9th 
of  September,  1662,  we  did,  by  our  letter 
of  the  23d  of  January  last,  command  you 
to  make  public  intimation  of  our  pleasure 
for  suspending  of  the  first  term's  po}T[ient 
of  the  fines,  until  we  shall  declare  our 
further  pleasure  thcreanent;  as  also  for 
dispensing  with  the  penalties,  and  that  by 
open  proclamation,  and  all  other  ways 
requisite,  to  the  end  all  our  good  subjects 
might  take  notice  of  the  same :  this  letter 
we  commanded  you  to  rcgistrate  in  our 
council  books,  and  to  these  commands  we 
did  require  ready  obedience,  and  a  speedy 
account.  In  pursuance  of  which  letter, 
wc  were  informed  that  you  gave  order  for  a  him,  delaying  the  execution  of  the  fines, 
proclamation  upon  the  12th  of  February  In  the  following  years  wc  shall  find  the 
l:if:t :  but  we  wondered  to  hear,  that  by  the    king's    pleasure    declared,   and    the    fines 


see  an  extract  of  the  said  act.  And  now 
finding,  by  a  subscribed  extract  of  that  act, 
that  a  letter  was  directed  by  the  earl  of 
Middleton,  our  commissioner,  to  our  chan- 
cellor, in  these  words, '  That  if  you  ha^enot 
published  any  thing  relating  to  the  fines,  I 
do  in  his  majesty's  name  desire  that  nothing 
may  be  done:'  we  have  again  thought  fit 
to  let  you  know,  that  Mre  do  again  require 
you  to  obey  our  said  letter  of  the  2id  of 
January  last,  according  to  the  tenor  of  it 
So  expecting  a  speedy  account  of  these  our 
renewed  commands,  we  bid  you  heartily 
fistfewdl.    Whitdiall,  March  10th. 

^  By  his  majesty's  conunand, 
**  Laujvsrdalb." 

When  the  chancellor  prasented  the  above 
letter  to  the  council,  he  acquainted  them, 
that  upou  the  receipt  of  it  he  had  imme- 
diately given  orders  to  the  clerk  to  make 
publication  of  the  proclamation  at  the  cross 
of  Edinburgh.  ^  The  lords  of  his  majesty's 
privy  council  do  approve  of  the  lord  cfaau- 
ccllor's  proceedings,  and  give  him  hearty 
thanks  for  his  diligence  and  care  in  pro- 
secuting his  majesty's  commands.  And 
considering  that  part  of  his  majesty's  letter, 
January  23d,  requiring  persons  empowered 
to  receive  the  fines,  not  to  uplift  them; 
therefore  <io  discharge  all  who  have  been, 
or  shall  be  appointed,  to  intromit  with  the 
said  fines,  or  to  uplift  the  same  or  any  part 
thereof,  while  his  majesty's  further  pleasure 
be  known ;  and  ordain  intimation  hereof  to 
be  made  to  Sir  Alexander  Durham,  Lyon, 
and  others  having  interest."  Tliis  is  all  I 
meet  with  in  the  registers  as  to  the  fines 
this  year.  The  reader  vrill  easily  perceive 
where  the  stop  of  the  king's  letters  being 
execute,  lay ;  and  this  was  a  very  consider- 
able article  against  Middleton,  who  had,  it 
seems,  kept  up  some  orders,  fonnerly  sent 


J3th  of  February,  you  did  ordain  by  an  act. 


severely  exacted. 


that  that  proclamtLtion  should  n  >tbepuY3iiMh-\     ^Vaxdtv  ^.xfes.  cviMucil,  in  prosecution  of 
ed  ursti]  further  order;  yet,nathawgV\c«rA  a\\c  ^o^^«  ^"^^  ^"^  \«ie»n«sx^  «^«au^,? 


CHAP.  IV.] 


OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND. 


SS9 


vacant  stipends  to  be  u|>liiled,  having  named  >     While  the  council  arc  persecuting  .  _. 
Mr.  John  Wilkie  to  collect  them,  write  the  prcabyterian  ministers,  and  the  very 


following    letter   to   the   several    bishops 
through  the  kingdom. 

«  My  Lord, 

^  The  lords  of  privy  council  having  heard 
a  peddon  presented  by  Mr.  John  Wilkie, 
collector  of  the  vacant  stipends,  did  recom- 
mend to  me  to  write  to  your  lordship,  that 
you  make  trial  what  churches  have  been 
vacant  within  your  diocese,  how  long  they 
have  vaiked,  and  the  true  quantity  of  the 
stipends ;  as  also  what  of  the  said  vacancies 
have  been  uplifted  by  the  said  Mr.  John 
^^kie,  that  the  case  of  the  said  vacancies 
may  be  truly  known,  and  all  obstructions 
removed  that  may  hinder  the  ingctting  of 
what  is  resting,  to  be  employed  to  the  uses 
for  which  the  same  are  destinate :  and  that 
with  your  eonveniency  you  may  make  a 
report  thereof  to  the  parliament,  or  privy 
council.    I  am,  &c. 

*  Glencairn,  Chancellor." 

I  find  no  more  upon  this  head.  Many 
were  the  vacancies  made  by  the  late  acts  of 
council  and  parliament,  and  there  would  be 
a  round  sum  to  distribute  among  such  as 
they  called  sufferers  in  late  times,  whereas 
presbyterian  minLstcrs  were  among  the  great- 
eat  suffisrers,  and  now  are  brought  to  a  new 
scene  of  suffering. 

That  same  diet  of  coundl,  **  The  lords 
of  council  finding  it  most  necessary  and 
expedient  upon  very  grave  and  good  con- 
siderations, that  the  diet  of  the  diocesan 
meeting  of  the  synod  of  Galloway,  should 
be  continued  while  the  2d  Wednesday  of 
May  next,  have  thought  fit,  and  herel^  do 
continue  the  same  till  that  day,  and  ordain 
macers  or  messengers  at  arms,  to  make 
publication  hereof  at  the  market-cross  of 
JSdinbuxgh,  Kirkcudbright,  and  other  places 
needful."  The  reason  of  this  was,  few  or 
none  of  the  ministers  in  that  synod  did 
comply  with  prelacy,  and  none  were  expect- 
ed at  this  synod.  Most  part  of  the  minis- 
ters o£  that  country,  as  we  shall  hear,  were 
cited  in  February  before  the  council,  either 
to  fiighten  them  into  a  coraf^iance,  or  in 
order  to  a  buttiihmenU 


day  the  Galloway  ministers  are  before  them, 
March  24th,  they  have  such  accounts  of  the 
terrible  increase  of  popexy,  as  draw  out  the 
following  letter  to  each  of  the  bishops* 

**  Bight  reverend  father  in  God. 
**  The  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  coimci!, 
having  received  frequent  informations  of 
the  great  increase  of  popery  within  this 
kingdom,  and  the  insolent  and  bold  car- 
riage of  many  of  that  profession,  who  not 
only  make  open  avowanoe  of  the  same, 
though  contrary  to  law,  but  make  it  their 
work  to  pervert  and  seduce  his  majesty's 
good  subjects  into  that  sinfiil  and  wicked 
way,  and  to  corrupt  them  thereby  both  in 
their  religion,  obedience  and  allegiance: 
and  finding  themselves  obliged,  in  con- 
science and  duty,  to  prevent  the  further 
growtli  of  this  evil,  have  therefore  thought 
fit  by  those  to  desire  your  lordship  to  take 
some  effectual  course  at  the  next  meeting 
of  your  synod,  or  any  other  way  you  shall 
think  fit,  that  an  exact  account  of  the  num- 
ber, quality,  and  names  of  all  persons  within 
your  diocese,  who  profess  popery  oi'  are 
popishly  afiected,  and  upon  that  account 
withdraw  torn  the  public  ordinances,  and 
that  with  all  cliligence  you  send  in  the  same 
to  his  majesty's  council;  and  that  in  the 
meantime  all  means  be  used  for  bringing 
them  to  conformity ;  and  in  case  of  their 
obstinacy,  tliat  the  censures  of  the  church 
be  execute  i^nst  them.  Herein  expect- 
ing the  fruits  of  your  care  uid  diligence,  we 
rest  your  lordship's  afiectionatc  friends. 

*"  Glencairn,  Ch.  &c.  ut  in  Sederunt." 

In  the  progress  of  this  history  we  shall 
find  the  bishops  backward  to  this  work,  and 
nothing  done  in  it  to  purpose,  though  one 
would  think  there  was  no  great  difficulty  in 
it,  had  their  zeal  against  papists  been  equal 
to  that  against  presbyterian  ministers. 

That  same  day  they  give  the  following 
order  about  private  meetings. — ''Informa- 
tion being  given  that  there  are  several  per- 
sons who  study  to  keep  up  inivatc  meetings 
and  conventicles,  in  several  ^arts  of  the 
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THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  SUFFERINGS  [^BOOK  I. 

the  parish  of  Nidston,  ten^ng  highly  to  the 


1  AfiS  ^^^  subjects  from  the  present  govern- 
ment in  church  and  state ;  the  lords 
of  council  do  recommend  to  the  lord  chan* 
cellor  to  write  to  Sir  James  Turner,  or  any 
other  whom  he  shall  think  fit,  to  take  notice 
of  all  such  persons,  and  to  give  account 
thereof  to  the  council."  What  is  meant 
here  by  private  meetings,  i  shall  not  deter- 
mine; I  take  them  to  relate  to  the  meetings 
in  the  outed  presbyterian  ministers'  houses 
for  worship,  when  they  were  turned  out; 
or  to  the  meetings  among  good  people 
for  prayer  and  conference,  in  this  black 
and  sinful  time.  This  I  know,  that  at 
neither  of  them  was  there  any  alienating 
people  from  the  king's  government ;  and  if 
their  complaints  to  God  agtunst  the  inva- 
sions upon  the  church  by  introducing  pre- 
lates and  curates,  and  confession  of  their 
own  and  the  laud's  sins,  alienate  peoples' 
hearts  from  the  prelatical  government  of 
tlie  church,  this  they  avowed,  and  could 
not  but  pour  out  their  soul  before  the  Lord  in 
the  distress  this  church  was  at  this  time 
under.  I  only  further  remark,  that  pre- 
latic  men  in  tliis  church,  and  prelates,  have 
ever  been  against  meetings  for  prayer  and 
Christian  societies  this  way;  and  even  during 
presbytery,  towards  the  (year)  1640,  and 
afterwards,  Mr.  Henry  Guthrie,  and  other 
roalignants  among  the  ministry,  who  had 
continued  at  their  charges  under  presbytery, 
but  were  for  prelacy  in  their  judgment, 
made  a  terrible  sputter  against  private 
meetings  and  societies  for  prayer:  but 
Messrs.  Rutherford,  Dickson,  and  Douglas 
took  up  that  mutter,  and  were  so  happy  as 
to  full  upon  an  act  of  assembly,  that  did 
much  to  heal  the  rent  that  was  like  to  rise 
upon  this  head.  The  Lord,  it  is  certain,  did 
wonderfully  countenance  private  meetings 
for  prayer  in  this  period  I  am  describing. 

Tlic  council,  April  14th,  make  the  follow- 
ing appointment.  "  The  chancellor  having 
declared  to  the  council,  that  he  received  a 
letter  from  a  sure  hand,  that  there  was  great 
abuse  committed  by  several  heritors  and 
parishioners  in  Galloway,  (I  am  of  opinion 
it  ought  to  be  in  Renfrew  or  Ayrshii'e,  and 
/  observe  here,  the  registers  are  not  so 


it  doth  appear,  tbat  divrri 
miiiisterii,  who,  br  the  law,  nave  no  rigbt  to 
preach  or  remaiu  in  thoee  parishes  which  did 
belong  to  their  cure,  do  notwithstandlog  pre- 
«vvuie   to   Hmenible    his   majesty's   subjects  in 

exactly  ^rit  as  to  the  nai.es  of  persons  btvAY^^2^^^^0-:;^.J:^^S^>^^ 
places  08  I  could  wish)  especially  those  o?\  «rA«t\^  iniw^iv«fc\  w^  ^  1<^  ttetww  >» 


disquiet  of  the  government,  both  of  church 
and  state,  without  present  remedy  be  provid- 
ed ;  the  lords  of  council,  upon  consideratkm 
thereof,  iq)point  the  marquis  of  Montrose^ 
the  earl  of  Eglmton,  and  lord  Cochran,  and 
the  lord  chancdlor  to  be  supernumerary,  if 
his  BfBain  can  permit,  to  meet  at  such  times 
and  places  as  they  shall  think  fit,  and  to  call 
the  persons,  who  have  been  either  the  com- 
mitters  or  assisters  to  that  abuse,  before 
them,  and,  after  hearing  them,  to  examine 
witnesses,  if  need  be,  for  proving  what  shall 
be  laid  to  their  chai^ges ;  and  if,  after  examin- 
ation of  witnesses  and  parties,  there  shall  be 
just  ground  found,  that  the  said  lords  shall 
either  cause  secure  their  persons  in  firmance, 
or  cause  them  find  sufficient  caution  to 
answer  before  the  council  with  all  diligence ; 
and  that  a  report  thereof  be  made  to  them.** 
— Very  probably  this  letter  was  from  the 
archbishop  of  Glasgow ;  and  it  shows  how 
ready  the  council  were  to  serve  the  prelates, 
when,  upon  one  letter  from  them,  or  others, 
they  straight  appoint  such  a  conunittee  as 
this  is.  I  find  no  more  about  this  affiiir,  and 
suppose  nothing  was  made  of  it.  Another 
evidence  of  this  is,  what  follows  in  the  re- 
gisters. *•  The  chancellor  having  declared, 
that  there  were  several  ministers,  and 
preaching  expectants,  who  inveighed  highly 
against  his  majesty's  government,  ordered 
that  letters  be  direct  to  cite  all  such  mimA- 
tcrs,  or  preaching  expectants,  as  the  lord 
chancellor  shall  give  order  for,  to  compear 
before  the  council  next  council  day,  to 
answer  for  their  misdemeanors.'* 

Little  further  remarkable  of  a  general 
nature  offers  until  the  13th  of  August,  when 
the  council  pass  their  act  and  proclmuation 
of  this  day's  date,  which  may  be  termed 
**  The  Scots  Mile  act."  I  have  added  it  at 
the  foot  of  the  page.*    The  council  had  had 


*  Act  of  CoiinrJ],  Edinburgh,  August  13th, 
1663. 

Forasmuch  as 


rHAP.  IV.] 


OF  THE  CHURCH  O?  SCOTLAND. 
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>Qsiderablc  numbers  of  presbyterian  min- 
ters  before  them,  for  the  refusing  obedience 
>  the  act  of  Gla^gow^  an  we  shall  see  in  the 
(Ih  section.  It  had  been  endless  work  to 
are  called  the  vast  numbers  from  all 
nners  before  them,  who  were  recusants 
»  their  former  acts;  and  therefore,  after 
Lcy   had,  to  terrify  the  rest,  brought  not 

few  before  them,  and  banished  them 
3north  Tay,  they  come  to  a  shorter  way, 
id  comprise  them  all  in  this  act. 

It  deserves  our  remark  in  the  entry,  that  it 
as  not  formed,  as  most  of  other  proclamations 
e,  upon  letters  fi^ni  the  king,  but  at  Edin- 
ugh,  without  any  orders  from  his  majesty 
K>ut  it :  and  it  is  the  first  act  of  general  con-> 
trn  made  after  the  two  archbishops  are  ad* 
itted  counsellors;  and  indeed  it  savours  much 
their  fiery  persecuting  spirit.  The  reader 
ill  further  notice,  that  it  was  made  during 
ic  sitting  of  parliament,  the  proper  Icgisla- 
ire.  Whether  the  prelates  dreaded  the 
irliaroent  would  not  come  in  to  so  unrea- 


mI  diflsunde  the  people  from  that  aifrction, 
itT,  okNMliciicc,  and  gratitude  they  owe  to  liis 
igeaty's  gurernment,  the  laws  and  aiithoritv 
taUUhed,  under  whirh  the  kiuf^dom  doth 
ji>y  tbitf  p-eat  tranquillity  and  the  blessings 
en^»f:  as  likewise,  that  many  subjects  do 
uutmiance  and  join  In  these  unlawful  meet- 
gn,  contrary  to  the  acta  of  parliament  pro- 
biting  the  same.  Therefore,  the  lords  of  bis 
a^evtv's  privy  council,  in  discharge  of  the  trust 
posed  in  them,  for  ]ireserving  the  public  peace 
id  the  laws  in  their  authority  and  vigour,  and 
tat  turbulent  and  disaffected  ministers  may  not 
ive  surh  opportunity,  as  they  have  hitherto 
id,  to  continue  their  evil  prartices  in  seducint; 
ID  many  people  into  ways  of  schism,  separa- 
on,  and  sedition,  tending  to  the  disquieting  and 
rprtuming  of  the  established  government  of 
le  state,  ai  well  as  that  of  the  church ;  and  in 
irsuance  of  what  is  recommended  by  his  ma- 
sty  and  his  estates  of  parliament,  in  the  late 
:t  of  the  tenth  of  July,  intituled,  "  act  against 
paratioii  and  disobedience  to  ecclesiastical  au- 
lority,**  do  hereby  command  and  charge  all 
inisters,  who  are  or  shall  be  found  to  preach 
ditioaiiy  against  the  government  of  church 
id  state,  who  entered  in  or  since  the  ^ear  1649, 
id  have  not  since  obtained  presentations  from 
leir  lawful  patrons,  and  collations  and  Hdmi»- 
ons  from  their  ordinary',  and  have  notwith- 
anding  continued  to  preach  or  exercise  any 
ity,  proper  to  the  function  of  the  ministers, 
ther  at  these  parish  churches  where  they  were 
icumbeuts,  or  at  any  other  plar4',  houi>e,  or 
miiy,  to  remove  themaelves,  their  families,  and 
lods  belonging  to  them,  within  twenty  da>^ 
^r  publication  hereof,  out  of  these  respective 
Irishes  where  they  were  incumbents,  and  not 
» reside  wJthia  twenty  ai/les  of  the  same,  nor 
itbJa  Mix  mUe$  ofEdiaburgh  or  any  cathedral 


1663. 


sonable  an  act,  or  whether  the 
council  inclined  to  assume  this 
power,  properly  parliamentary,  under  their 
nose,  and,  from  their  connivance  at  such  a 
practice,  plead  a  right  to  make  laws  for  tlic 
subjects,  when  the  parliament  was  not  sitting, 
with  a  better  grace,  I  do  not  determine. 

By  this  act,  presbyterian  ministers  entered 
since  the  (year)  1649,  not  receiving  presen- 
tation and  collation,  are  to  remove  with  their 
families  from  tlieir  parishes  in  three  weeks, 
and  must  not  reside  within  twenty  miles  of 
the  same,  or  six  miles  of  Edinburgh,  or  any 
cathedral  church,  or  three  miles  to  any 
buigh  royal  in  the  kingdom,  under  puin  of 
sedition.  All  heritors  or  householders  arc 
dischaiged  to  receive  them,  but  in  the  above 
terms ;  and  the  ministers  ordained  before  the 
(year)  1649,  who  attend  not  the  diocesan 
synods,  are  to  be  proceeded  against  as  con- 
temners of  his  majesty's  authority ;  as  the 
act  itself  more  fully  bears.  From  this  act 
we  may  see  that  the  bishops  would  have 


church,  or  three  miles  of  aiiv  burgh  royal  within 
this  kingdom ;  with  certlncatlon,  that  if  they 
fail  to  remi>ve  theinselvea,  as  said  is,  and  to  give 
exact  obe<licncc  hereunto,  (uiiless  they  have 
the  permission  of  the  lords  of  privy  council,  or 
of  the  bishop  of  the  diocese^  they  are  to  iiicnr 
the  penalties  of  the  laws  against  movers  of  M.>di- 
tion,  and  to  be  pn»ceedi^  against  with  that 
strictness  that  is  due  to  so  great  contempts  of 
his  migesty's  authority  over  church  and  state. 
And  do  herebv  inhibit  and  discharge  nil  heri- 
tors and  householders  in  burgh  or  land,  to  give 
any  presence  or  countenance  to  any  one  or  more 
of  these  miuisters,  removed  by  this  act,  to  preach 
or  exercise  any  act  of  the  ofllre  of  a  miniNter; 
with  certification,  if  they,  after  publication 
hereof,  shall  presume  so  to  do,  they  are  to^  be 

{proceeded  against  according  to  law.  And  being 
ikewiM  informed,  that  divers  ministers  who 
were  entered  by  lawful  presentations  before  the 
year  1649,  and  do  still  continue  in  their  exercise 
of  their  ministry,  do  yet  forbear  to  attend  eceh 
siastii'iil  meetings  appointed  by  authority,  and  «o 
exercise  discipline  in  their  parishes,  without 
giving  any  account  of  their  administrations,  to 
the  great  detriment  of  the  order  and  peace  uf 
the  i%urch :  therefore  they  command  and  charge 
all  those  ministers  to  keep  the  diocesan  synods, 
and  other  ecclesiastical  meetinp  appointed  by 
authority ;  with  certificatiou,  that  if,  after  pul>- 
lication  hereof,  they  fail  so  to  do,  and  disf;bey 
the  acts  of  parliament  and  council  made  there- 
anent,  they  are  to  be  proceeded  against  as  con- 
temners of  his  majesty's  authority.  And  or- 
dain these  presents  to  be  printed,  and  publuhed 
at  the  Market-cross  of  Edinburgh,  and  other 
places  needful,  that  none  pretend  ignorance. 


34(2  THE  BISTORT  OF  THE  SUFFERINGS  []B00K  I. 

none  of  the  presbyterian  ministen   of  the  outed  miniitera  had  relations  and 

■o    much    as    breathing    air   near  \  friends  in  towns  and  buighsy  and  the  indus- 

them.   ^  The  five  mile  act "  in  England  was  i  try  of  their  ftmitiei  was  now  the  only  means 


reckoned  abundantly  severe,  but  this  runs 
far  higher ;  and  all  along  we  shall  find  our 
prelates  screw  every  thing  higher  than  the 
English  laws  go.  In  part  I  have  already 
taken  notice  of  the  hardships  in  this  rigid 
act,  and  the  bare  reading  of  it  will  discover 
them.  Every  body  must  see  what  chaiges 
and  trouble  it  puts  poor  ministers  to,  as  well 
as  their  small  fiunilies.  They  are  removed 
merely  for  conscience'  sake,  for  fixxn  their 
beloved  people,  fix>m  whom  at  least  they 
might  hove  been  allowed  some  commisera* 
tion  in  their  distress :  but  the  bishops,  in  as 
far  as  lies  in  their  power,  deprived  them  of 
any  thing  which  might  in  the  least  alleviate 
their  sufierings,  and  veiy  barbarously  send 
them  to  make  the  best  they  can  of  a  hard 
lot  among  strangers.  Presbyterian  ministers 
had  been  already  thrice  punished  for  their 
simple  nonconformity;  and  this  is  indeed 
the  fourth  proclamation  and  punishment  for 
the  same  pretended  crime  of  mere  nonsub- 
jection  to  bishops,  and  their  adherence  to 
the  reformation  rights  of  Scotland,  and  their 
own  known  principles :  and  where  the  equity 
of  this  procedure  lies,  the  reader  must  judge. 
According  to  the  episcopal  principles,  at 
least  the  profession  of  many  of  them,  and 
sure,  according  to  the  very  laws  of  this  time, 
the  government  of  the  church  is  ambulatory, 
a  matter  indifferent,  and  entirely  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  magistrate.  At  the  worst  that 
can  be  made  of  the  ministers'  practice,  they 
were  only  guilty  of  an  omission  in  a  matter 
indifferent;  and  it  is  at  best  grievous  oppres* 
sion  to  violent  (treat  with  violence)  men 
at  such  a  rate,  and  to  force  Jthcm  to  run 
counter  to  their  own  light,  in  a  thing  of 
such  a  nature,  according  to  the  prelatists' 
own  principles. 

By  former  laws  none  but  one  minister 
must  reside  in  one  congregation ;  and  I  am 
of  opinion,  the  nicest  geographer  will  scarce 
find  room  for  near  four  hundred  ministers  to 
live  in  separate  congregations,  provided  they 
keep  by  ail  the  conditions  in  this  act,  twenty 
miles    from    their  own  parish,   six  miles 


of  their  subsistence^  and  there  they  bad  the 
best  occasion  of  employing  themaelves.  By 
this  act  they  were  almost  deprived  of  the 
means  of  educating  their  small  children,  at 
least  they  muat  be  at  double  chaiges  tlus 
way,  and  have  them  removed  finom  their  in- 
spection when  at  schools.  In  a  word,  it  wai 
every  way  unprecedented,  as  well  as  unrea- 
sonable, to  oblige  poor  ministen  to  remove 
themselves  and  &milies  the  third  time  id 
less  than  die  space  of  one  year.  Yet  such 
are  the  tender  mercies  of  the  wicked. 

Upon  the  7th  of  October,  another  ill- 
natured  act  is  pasaed  in  couociL  The 
bishops  Mrere  firetted  that  any  of  the  presby- 
terian ministers  of  Ireland  should  hare 
a  shelter  in  Scotland,  and  no  less  grated 
that  such  multitudes  withdrew  from  hearing 
the  curates;  and  therefore  to  reach  both, 
this  act  is  finamed ,  mhidb  being  the  fiwnda- 
tion  of  very  much  persecution,  and  not 
having  seen  it  in  print,  I  shall  insert  it  here 
thou^  it  be  pretty  long, 

"  Apud  Edinburgh,  lih  October^  1663- 

**  Whereas  his  majesty,  with  advice  and 
consent  of  his  estates  of  paiiiament,  by  their 
act  and  proclamation  bearing  date  the  22d 
day  of  February,  1661,  finding,  that  msny 
seditious  and  turbulent  persons,  ministen, 
and  others,  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  who 
by  reason  of  their  fimadc  principles  could 
not  comply  with  the  administntion  of  hii 
majesty's  authority  and  government  so  hsp« 
pily  established  in  that  kingdom,  were  coanng 
over,  expecting  shelter  here,  that  they  might 
be  the  more  able  to  carry  on  their  desigiis 
in  perverting  the  allegiance  of  the  subjects, 
and  subverting  the  peace  of  the  kingdom* 
and  it  did  much  concern  the  public  peaee^ 
that  such  wasps  and  unworthy  persons,  eue>- 
mies  to  all  lawfiil  authority,  and  to  whom  it 
is  natural  to  stir  up  sedition,  and  undermine 
the  peace  wherever  they  are,  should  have 
no  countenance  in  this  kii^om ;  did  thercx 
fore  declare^  that  no  persons  whosoerer 
coming  from  Ireland,  without  a  sufficient 


£tvm  Edinburgh,  and  from  every  calYvcdrsXA^asa    asid   testimonial  in  writ   fix>m   the 
Mnd  tbne  from  every  bui^h  royal,    devoni^  Vitd  >afi:^\«DaxiX^  w  ^cidbl  ^^  Vjcda<^  coua- 
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cil,  or  flome  hanng  power  from  them,  or 
the  sheriff  of  the  ooanty,  or  mayor  of  the 
dtj  where  these  pereons  lived,  ot*  their 
peaceable  C8rri^;e  and  confbrmiij  to  the 
laws,  should  be  allowed  any  residence,  receit, 
and  stay  within  this  kingdom ;  but  it  should 
be  lawful,  Ukeas  all  magistrates  and  justices 
of  the  peace,  are  hereby  required  to  seize 
upon,  and  imprison  such  ^persons  wanting 
such  testimony,  who  should  not  willingly 
remove  out  of  the  kingdom  within  fifteen 
dayu  after  the  intimating  of  the  said  procla- 
mation to  them  (exceptmg  all  ordinary 
known  trafficking  merchants)  likeas,  by  the 
said  act  it  is  ordained,  that  all  such  persons, 
who  sboold  come  over  with  any  such  testi- 
mony, should  within  fifteen  days  after  their 
lan^Qg  make  their  appearance  before  the  par- 
liament, or  in  case  of  their  not  sitting,  befi>re 
bis  miyesty's  privy  council,  or  such  as  shall 
be  warranted  by  diem,  and  make  known  the 
reasons  of  their  coming  hither,  and  give  secu- 
rity,  auch  as  shall  be  thought  fit,  for  their 
peaceable  carriage,  otherwise  to  remove  off 
:he  country  in  fifteen  days ;  wherein  if  they 
ihould  fiul,  magistrates,  sheriffii,  and  other 
lublic  ministers,  are  by  the  said  act  em- 
towered  to  apprehend*  secure,  and  impri- 
Ott  them,  till  couret  shall  be  taken  with 
hem  as  with  seditious  and  factions  persons. 
*  And  seeing  the  said  act  and  prodama- 
ion  was  only  to  endure  for  a  year  after  the 
late  diereof^  and  longer  as  the  privy  coun- 
il  should  think  fit';  and  seeing  the  same 
laa  not  yet  been  renewed  or  prorogated, 
lother  as  yet  have  any  person  or  persons 
)een  nominated  and  empowered,  before 
irbom  those  coming  from  Lrehmd  in  man- 
ner iotestad,  should  be  examined,  and  make 
known  the  reasons  of  their  coming  hither, 
ind  to  whom  they  should  find  caution  for 
thdr  peaceable  carriage  in  manner  men- 
tioned in  the  said  act;  by  reason  whereof 
leveral  ministera  have  presumed  to  come 
from  Ireland  to  this  kingdom,  without 
either  adtnowledgiqg  the  authority  of  his 
nM^Jesty'a  parliament,  or  privy  council,  their 
uitbority,  civil  or  ecclesiastic,  some  of  which 
hfltve  been  so  bold  as  to  preach  publicly  in 
churches,  and  others  privately  do  watch 
dieir  own  opportunities,  to  stir  up  the  sub- 
to  sectitjoi]^  sod  alienate  their  minds 


from  the  government  so  happily  estab-  i^aq 
lished  in  church  and  state :  the  lords 
of  his  majesty's  privy  council  have  renewed^ 
and  by  those  presents  do  renew  the  said  act 
and  proclamation,  and  ordain  the  same  to 
stand  in  full  force,  strength,  and  effect,  and  to 
be  put  to  due  execution  against  the  contra- 
veners  thereof,  and  for  that  effect  havo 
nominated,  appointed,  and  empowered,  and 
by  these  presents  nominate,  appoint,  and 
empower,  William,  earl  of  Glencaim,  lord 
chancellor,  Hugh,  earl  of  Eglinton,  the  eari 
of  Galloway,  William,  lord  Cochran,  the 
provost  of  Glasgow  for  the  time,  the  pro- 
vost of  Ayr  for  the  time,  Miaxwel  of  Munshes, 
the  provost  of  Wigton  for  the  time,  and 
Stuart  of  Taudergie^  or  any  of  them,  to 
call  before  them  all  such  persons  coming 
from  Ireland,  wanting  sufficient  testimonies 
and  passes  from  the  lord  lieutenant,  or 
other  persons  mentioned  in  the  said  act  and 
proclamation,  who  shall  not  willingly  remove 
off  the  kingdom  within  fifteen  days  after  the 
publication  of  those  presents,  and  to  secure 
their  persons  till  his  majesty's  council  be 
acquainted  therewith;  with  power  also  to 
the  forenamed  persons  or  any  of  them,  to 
examine  all  such  persons  as  shall  come  over 
from  Ireland,  having  such  testimony,  con- 
cerning their  reasons  of  coming  hither,  and 
to  take  such  caution  and  security  of  them 
for  their  peaceable  carriage,  as  they  shall 
think  ^t ;  and,  in  case  they  shall  not  find 
the  said  security,  to  cause  them  to  remove 
off  the  country  within  fifteen  days,  other- 
wise to  apprehend,  imprison,  and  secure 
them,  until  they  be  proceeded  against  as 
seditious  persons,  and  disturbers  of  the 
puUic  peace. 

^  Moreover,  the  lords  of  his  majesty's 
privy  council  taking  to  their  consideration, 
that  notwithstanding  of  the  acts  of  parii»» 
ment  and  council,  published  for  the  pre* 
venting  and  suppressing  the  seeds  of  separa- 
tion and  disobedience  to  authority,  divers 
persons  in  several  parities  presume  to 
withdraw  and  separate  themselves  from 
attending  upon  the  ordinary  meetings  for 
divine  worship,  in  those  parishes  where 
ministers  are  legally  planted,  to  the  scan* 
dnlous  contempt  of  the  laws,  and  great 
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lAfiS.  ^^  ^"'^  ^^  pervert  the  true  mean- 
ing of  the  act  of  parliament  against 

■eparation  and  disobedience  to  ecclesiastical 

authority  (of  which  we  shall  hear  in  the  next 

section)  which  appoints  every  minister  to 

give  admonition  in  presence  of  two  witnesses, 

to  such  persons  as  shall  be  given  up  to  the 

council  as  transgressors  of  the  said  act; 

therefore  the  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy 

council,  for  explanation  of  that  clause  of  the 

said  act,  according  to  the  true  meaning 

and  intent  thereof,  do  declare  that  those 

persons  shall  be  proceeded  against  by  the 

council  as  transgressors  of  the  act,  who 

withdraw  from  their  parish    church   afler 

three  public  admonitions  given  by  the  minis- 
ters of  the  respective  parishes  out  of  the 

pulpit,  in  the  church,  upon  the  Lord's  day, 

afler  divine  service,  and  that  the  minister's 

attestation  under  Lis  hand,  that  in  the  pre- 
sence of  two  or  more  sufficient  witnesses,  he 

bath  from  the  pulpit  upon  three  Lord's  days 

intimated  the  names  of  such  who  ordinarily 

and  >Nil fully  absent   themselves  from  the 

ordinary  meetings  for  divine  worship  in  their 

own  parish  church,  shall  give  a  sufficient 

ground  of  proceeding  against  such  persons 

as  transgressors  of  the  said  act.  For  put- 
ting of  which  into  the  more  effectual  execu- 
tion, as  they  do  discharge  such  persons,  who 

under  the  pretext  of  their  being  elders  in 

kirk  sessions  formerly,  do  go  about  to  leaven 

the  people  with  dissatisfaction  and  disobe- 
dience to  the  laws  and  ecclesiastical  author- 
ity, upon  the  pain  of  being  proceeded  against 

as  seditious  persons;  so  they  do  require 

such  persons  as    shall  be    called  by  the 

ministers  legally  planted,  to  assist  them  for 

suppressing  of   sin  and    disorders  in  the 

parish,  to  give  their  concurrence  for  that 

effect.    And  further  they  do  command  and 

require,  and  hereby  authorize  and  warrant 

all  noblemen,  sheriffs,  magistrates  of  burghs, 

justices  of  peace,  and  all  officers  of  the 

standing  forces,  as  they  tender  his  majesty's 

service  and  the  peace  of  the  countr}',  to 

give  their  assistance  and  effectual  concur- 
rence to  ministers  in  their  respective  bounds 

in  the  discharge  of  their  office,  and  to  put !  upliflers  of  the  penalties ;  and  the  curates, 
the  law  in  execution,  and  to  execute  iVve   we  see^the  informers,  and  witnesses  in  their 
penalties  which  are  expressed  in  the  act&  q£  ^o'wii  cas3&^'«i\\yi^  ^t\aAs\^  hi^sl  Tery  impo- 
parliament  and  council,  from  all  and  e^cry\\\Uc>«aH(f^«&\aa«umai^^it« 
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person  who  are  transgressors  in  every  parish, 
unless  the  minister  of  the  parish  where 
the  transgressor  does  reside,  shall  give  a 
sufficient  reason  why  the  said  person  or 
persons  should  not  be  proceeded  against; 
and  to  take  care  that  the  said  penalties  be 
emplo}'ed  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  and 
other  pious  uses  within  the  respective 
parishes.  And  further,  all  magistrates, 
sheriffii,  and  other  public  nunisters,  are 
hereby  ordained,  as  they  will  be  answerable 
upon  their  duty,  to  put  this  present  act  and 
proclamation,  with  the  acts  of  parUamenC 
and  council,  hereby  renewed  and  explained, 
to  due  execution,  against  the  contraveners 
thereof,  in  manner  therein  e:;pres5ed,  and 
ordain  those  presents  to  be  printed  and 
published.** 

This  act  speaks  for  itself.  I  know  not 
but  the  noise  about  Blood's  plot,  which  was 
about  this  tioic,  might  occasion  a  greater 
severity  in  the  first  part  of  this  proclama- 
tion, than  otherwise  perhaps  might  hare 
been ;  but  none  of  the  ministers  who  came 
here  many  months  ago,  were  in  the  least 
concerned  in  any  thing  disloyal,  and  the 
sedition  talked  of  here,  is  only  their  dislike 
at  prelatical  government.  WTiat  I  remarked 
upon  the  former  act,  as  to  the  council's 
procedure  during  the  sitting  of  parliament, 
comes  in  upon  this ;  for  the  parliament  was 
yet  sitting :  and  what  an  arbitrary  step  must 
it  be  in  them,  to  explain  and  enlarge,  yea, 
alter  some  of  the  branches  of  an  act  of  this 
present  parliament,  even  when  they  them- 
selves are  sitting?  Ai^cr  this,  I  confess, 
we  need  not  be  surprised  to  find  few  parlia- 
ments, except  upon  some  vexy  special 
occasions,  since  the  council  take  theii 
power  to  themselves,  even  when  sitting 
In  short,  the  reader  no  doubt  hath  observed, 
that  the  execution  of  this  act,  and  the  up- 
lifling  of  the  fines,  aflcrward  called  churcli* 
fines,  for  absence  from  the  parish  church, 
are  put  in  the  hands  of  the  army.  Indeed 
noblemen  and  others  are  named,  but  it  is 
only  pro   more,  and   the   army  were  the 


CHAP.  IV.3 

TowardB  the  mid  of  this  year,  the  coun. 
dl  are  at  mdcb  pains  to  press  the  dechim- 
tum  imposed  by  the  parliament,  and  it  be- 
came matter  of  sore  suffering  to  multitudes. 
1  riiaii  give  what  I  find  in  the  registers  about 
it  altogether.  November  17th,  the  whole 
lords  of  *  privy  council  present,  vis.  chan- 
cellor, St.  Andrews,  Dunfermline,  Roxburgh, 
Tweeddale,  Kincardin,  Halkerton,  president* 
register,  justice-clerk,  Hatton,  Niddiy,  Sir 
Robert  Murray,  did  subscribe  the  dedans 
tion  appdnted  by  act  of  parliament  to  be 
taken  by  all  persons  in  public  trust;  and 
reconmiend  it  to  the  president  of  the  session, 
to  see  that  the  same  be  taken  by  all  the 
members  of  the  college  of  justice.'*  That 
same  day,  the  following  letter  was  ordered 
to  be  directed  to  whole  sheriffs  of  shires 
and  Stewarts. 

^  Assured  friends, 

*  Seeing  it  is  recommended  to  the  council, 
by  the  parliament,  to  see  their  act  concern- 
ing the  declaration,  to  be  taken  by  all  per- 
sons in  public  trust,  put  in  execution,  and 
receive  obedience  conform  to  the  tenor  of 
the  said  act,  and  that  a  speedy  account  be 
returned  thereof,  immediately  afler  the 
expiring  of  the  terms  appointed  for  that 
effect;  we  have  thought  fit  to  give  you 
timoos  notice  thereof,  that  your  deputes 
and  clerks  subscribe,  and  be  careful  to  re- 
quire all  those  within  your  shire  to  sub- 
scribe the  declaration,  who  are  appointed  to 
take  the  same,  according  as  is  appointed  by 
the  said  act  of  parliament,  whereof  we  have 
sent  yuu  a  printed  copy,  with  the  '  declara^ 
tioQ  annexc»d ;  and  that  you  give  an  account 
of  your  diligenee  immediately  after  the  first 
of  January  next  to  come. 

^  And  because  we  are  informed  likewise, 
that  the  late  act  of  council  concerning 
mhiisters  that  have  entered  since  the  year 
1649,  and  have  not  obtained  collation  from 
their  ordinary,  has  been  openly  and  avow- 
edly disobeyed,  the  said  ministers  still  re- 
maining in  those  places  prohibited  by  the 
said  act ;  therefore  we  require  you  to  take 
trial  what  ministers  within  your  bounds  and 
jurisdictions  have  dbobeyed  the  foresaid  act, 
where  they  live  and  n^de,  and  give  advert 
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municate  to  us,  that  further  order 
may  be  taken  thereanent.     We  rest 

^  Your  assured  firiend 
"  Ui  in  Sederunt. 

Another  letter  is  directed  to  the  burghs, 
and  a  copy  of  the  act  and  declaration  is  sent, 
of  the  same  tenor  with  that  above;  only 
that  part  about  ministers  is  not  insert  in  it, 
now  that  ministers  are  discharged  from  all 
burghs.  And  as  to  the  burghs  where  sea- 
port! are,  this  addition  b  made.  "  We 
being  informed,  that  the  pestilence  is  raging 
at  Hamburgh  and  Amsterdam,  so  that  the 
keeping  conmierce  with  these  places  may 
endanger  this  kingdom;  therefore  you  are 
to  take  care  that  no  ships,  persons,  and 
goods  from  thence,  be  suffered  to  enter  your 
harbour,  till  they  abide  the  ordinary  trial  of 
forty  days,  during  which  time  you  are  to 
cause  them  keep  apart  by  themselves."  And 
December  2d,  "  The  lords  of  council  con- 
sidering, that  many  reports  from  the  burghs, 
anent  the  subscribing  the  declaration,  are 
informal,  do  therefore  appoint  and  ordain 
the  whole  shires  and  buighs  to  retiun  to 
the  clerks  of  council  in  writ,  the  very  words 
of  the  declaration,  subscribed  by  those  who 
are  appointed  to  take  the  same;  and  that 
the  clerk  of  the  court  do  testify,  the  same 
is  truly  subscribed  by  the  whole  persons 
whose  names  are  subjoined ;  and  where  any 
refuses,  that  the  names  of  the  refusers  be 
returned  under  the  hands  of  the  magistrates 
of  bui^is,  sherifb  of  shires,  and  their  clerks.*' 

We  see  the  exact  care  taken  about  the 
subscription  of  this  declaration,  whereby 
the  covenants  were  renounced ;  and  in  the 
beginning  of  the  next  year,  wc  shall  find 
more  efforts  used  this  way.  Great  numbers 
refused  this  declaration,  and  sevcrals  lefl 
their  places  and  offices.  I  find  it  remarked 
by  no  enemy  to  this  imposition,  ''that  in 
December,  Sir  James  Dalrymple  of  Stair, 
Sir  James  Dundas,  and  Sir  George  Mac- 
kenzie of  Tarbet,  refused  the  signing  of 
this  declaration,  among  the  lords  of  session; 
but  in  a  little  time  my  lord  Stair  repented, 
and  signed  it." 


November  24th,  the  council  finding  the 
genenl  ^owesra  ^cwiVft^  ^^«wi  Vs^  '^^  \«^ 
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tton,  goiernmenty  and  discipluie  of  this 
churchy  that  very  little  was  Idb  to  this 
session  to  do.  And  because  I  am  to  be 
very  short  upon  the  proceedings  of  this 
court,  I  shall  begin  with  the  change  of  their 
commissioner,  the  earl  of  Bliddleton,  who 
had  managed  the  two  former  sessions  veir 
much  to  the  prelates*  satisfiurtion. 

The  history  of  a  church  under  the  cross, 
can  scarce  be  well  given  without  inter- 
mixing something  relating  to  the  state, 
especially  when  the  cross  comes  from  the 
state,  supporting  corrupt  churchmen;  yet 
I  have  given,  and  shall  insist  upon  as  little 
of  the  civil  history  of  this  period,  as  is 
consistent  with  the  reader's  understanding 
the  springs  and  circumstances  of  presby- 
terians'  sufferings. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  last  year,  the 
earl  of  Middleton  hastes  up  to  London, 
and  quits  the  stage  of  Scotland,  upon  which 
he  had  acted  a  severe,  rough,  and  un- 
acceptable part,  never  to  return  to  bis 
native  country  again,  as  I  am  informed  a 
country  woman  told  him  at  Coldstream, 
when  he  passed  by ;  from  what  art  she  had 
her  information  I  know  not,  but  she  assured 
him,  he  would  never  have  any  more  power 
in  Scotland. 

When  he  came  to  London,  the  king 
welcomed  him  with  that  angry  question, 
"  whether  he  was  sent  to  Scotland  to  be 
a  check  upon  the  king,  and  control  his 
orders  ?"  The  reason  of  this  is,  what  was 
remarked  before,  his  concealing  letters  writ 
to  him,  and  stopping  the  proclamation  anent 
the  fines. 

In  a  little  time  I  find  Lauderdale  gave 
in  a  libel  and  charge  of  high  treason  against 
him,  consisting  of  many  particulars.  One 
of  them,  I  hear,  was,  that  he  had  taken 
bribes  from  some  of  the  greatest  criminals 
in  Scotland,  to  keep  them  out  of  the  ex- 
ceptions from  the  act  of  fines.  The  king 
was  pleased  to  keep  the  issue  of  this  con- 
troversy betwixt  those  two  great  men  in  bis 
own  breast,  until  the  time  of  the  parliament 
drew  near.  At  length  his  patent  for  beini; 
king's  commissioner  is  recalled ;  and,  as  we 
«.VvTxll  hear,  the  earl  of  llothes  is  put  in  bis 
Trm  fonner  two  sessions  of  par\iamcM  \i5id\  toovsv.  Kxv^  \tv  \i^«s«^\,^^r  the  parlia^ 
<fe'ie  so  much  in  overtummgrhe  T^oTfnoc\xsi^xXy^ 


1663.   clamation,   October    7th,  give    an 
explication  and   restriction  of  it, 
to  the   penalty   of  twenty  shillings   Scots 
for  absence,  perhaps   to   quicken   them  to 
persecute,  by  binding  them  down   to   this 
particular.    Their  order  runs,  **  forasmuch 
as   the  lords    of  council,  in    prosecution 
of   the   acts   of  parliament    a|;id    council, 
for   settling   church    government,  and  for 
preventing   and   suppressing  the  seeds  of 
separation  and   disobedience  to  authority, 
did  emit  an  act  and  proclamation,  of  the 
7th  of  October  last,  and,  by  a  clause  of  the 
said  act,  did  give  warrant  to  all  noblemen, 
&c.  and  officers  of  the  standing  forcer,  to 
give  their  assistance  and  effectual  concur- 
rence to  ministers,  in  their  respective  bounds^ 
in  'IVrhnrue  of  their  office,  and  to  put  the 
laws  in  execution,  and  to  exact  the  penalties 
expressed  in  the  acts  of  parliament  and 
council,    from    all    persons    transgressors 
thereof,  within   their  respective   parishes: 
the  said  lords,  for  the  explanation  of  the 
foresaid   act,  and   for  clearing  the  power 
thereby  given  to  tlie  officers  of  the  army, 
anent  the  exacting  the  penalties  contained 
therein,  do  declare  that  the  said  officers  of 
standing  forces,  shall   have  no  power   to 
exact  any  of  the  penalties  contained  in  the 
said  acts,  except  allenarly  the  penalty  of 
twenty  shillings   Scots,  from  every  person 
who  stay  from  their  own  parish  churches 
upon  the  Sabbath-day ;  which  they  are  to 
exact  in  manner,  and  for  the  use  contained 
in  the  act  of  council."     Wolves  will  not  be 
tamed;   and   when  the  soldiers  were  once 
let  loose,  we  shall  find  they  soon  got  over 
their  restrictions,  and  no  notice  was  taken 
of  them  for  so  doing.    This  year  the  council 
had  many   particular  ministers,  gentlemen 
and   others  before   them;   but  those   will 
afford  matter  for  a  section  by  themselves, 
if  once  I  had  given  some  account  of  the 
parliament  this  year. 

SECT.  III. 

0/  the  acts  of  parliament^  in  as  far  as  ihet/ 
relate  to  the  church,  with  some  account  vf 
JllidiUvion'f  fall  this  x/ear^  1063. 
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his  comtmaiioiii,  at  governor  of  Edinburgh 
castle,  and  general  of  the  forces  in  Scotland, 
are  recalled,  and  he  resigned  all  his  places 
to  his  majesty's  hands.  The  causes  of  this 
disgrace  at  this  time  were  said  to  be,  the 
act  of  fmes,  and  the  illegal  manner  of  con- 
triving it ;  the  act  that  none  should  address 
themselves  to  lib  majesty  in  any  matter, 
without  first  applying  to  the  commissioner 
or  council ;  the  ballotting  act  incapacitating 
twelve  persons  of  honour,  from  all  places  of 
trust  and  power;  Iiis  uplifting  and  mis- 
application of  some  months*  cess  imposed 
by  the  usurper ;  his  misemploying  the  cess 
and  excise,  to  the  value  of  forty  thousand 
pounds  sterling;  a  missive  letter  of  his 
to  a  certain  delinquent  in  the  late  times, 
requiring  him  to  pay  a  great  sum  of  money 
to  one  of  his  friends,  otherwise  assuring 
him  he  should  abide  the  highest  pains  of 
Uiw ;  a  letter  of  his  to  the  duke  of  Ormond, 
lord  lieutenant  in  Ireland,  desiring  cor- 
respondence and  mutual  assbtance,  when 
there  was  need  in  either  kingdom,  without 
any  warrant;  which  letter,  it  is  said,  the 
duke  sent  over  to  hb  majesty :  and  lastly, 
hb  stopping  the  proclamation  for  prorogat- 
ing the  payment  of  the  fines.  Those  were 
alleged  as  the  grounds  of  this  great  man's 
fall;  some  of  them  are  certain,  the  rest  I 
ffye  as  I  find  them  in  the  memoirs  of  thb 
period.  Smce  the  writing  of  this,  I  find  the 
earl  of  Lauderdale's  charge  and  Middleton's 
answer,  are  both  printed  in  Brown's  Mis- 
cellanea Aulica,  8vo.  London,  1702,  where 
the  curious  reader  may  see  them.  • 


*  TbU  struggle  for  superiority  between  these 
unprincipled  minions  ot  tyrantiy,  is  related  at 
great  length  by  ^ir  George  Mackenzie,  a  man 
as  unprincipled  as  cither  of  them,  though  pos- 
sessed of  much  more  external  decency  of  man- 
ner*. Lauderdale's  s|>eech  against  Middleton 
he  declarer  to  have  been  the  great  masterpiece 
of  his  life,  but  it  is  far  too  long  to  be  inserted 
here.  It  is  sufficiently  seasoned  with  encomi- 
ums upon  his  majesty,  and  tlie  illimitable  nature 
of  his  prerogative,  upon  which,  with  a  grent 
deal  of  art,  it  insinuates  that  Middleton  h^i  in 
a  number  of  instances  encroached.  The  act 
of  billeting,  however,  was  the  great  object  of 
the  speaker's  aversion,  he  being  by  it  excluded 
from,  office,  and  he  characterises  it  in  the  follow- 
ing manner:—"  By  billeting,  any  man's  honour, 
his  life,  his  posterity  moy  Im  destroyed  without 
the  trouble  of  hearing  him,  calling  him,  hearing 
his  unairer,  nnr,  M'itTunit  the  trouble  of  accos- 


Middleton  had  for  hb  patrons  iga* 
the  duke  of  York,  chancellor  Hide, 
and  the  bbhops  of  England,  whom  he 
had  so  much  served  in  Scotland.  It  fared 
no  doubt  the  worse  with  Middleton,  that 
a  party  in  England  was  about  thb  time 
a  forming  against  the  chancellor;  and  in 
July,  this  year,  the  earl  of  Bristol  and 
others  in  parliament  managed  a  charge  of 
high  treason  against  him,  and  carried  their 
[ioint  so  fur,  as  he  in  some  time  resigned 
his  places.  Thus  the  grand  introducers 
of  prelacy  in  Britain,  began  to  &11  about 
the  same  time.  Lauderdale  was  a  com- 
plete courtier,  and  had  very  much  of  hb 
master's  good  graces,  and  stood  much  by 
the  interest  he  had  with  Barbara  Villiers, 
first  Mrs.  Palmer,  and  then  dutchess  of 
Cleveland,  the  king's  she-favourite. 

The  carl  of  Middleton,  in  his  own  rough 
way,  uttered  some  expressions  of  his  regard 
to  the  duke  of  York,  which  were  wanting  in 
that  respect  he  owed  to  the  king :  those  Lau- 
derdale failed  not  to  improve.  Afler  a  long 
and  considerable  struggle,  Middleton,  not- 
withstanding of  hb  great  friends  and  remark- 
able services,  fell  before  his  rival,  for  whom 
the  kuig  had  a  personal  kindness  and  regard : 
and  he  was  obliged  to  live  obscurely  enough, 
until  the  governor's  place  of  Tangier  fell 
vacant  by  the  death  of  the  lord  Rutherford ; 
and  as  an  honourable  sort  of  banishment, 
the  king  was  prevailed  with  to  bestow  this 
post  upon  him  as  a  reward  of  his  establish- 
ing prelacy  in  Scotland.  Our  Scots  hbtory 
makes  it  evident,  that  all,  who,  since  our 


Ing  him.  Billeting  hath  the  wouJerful  power 
to  destroy  any  man,  and  yet  the  collective  body 
of  that  judicature  who  use  it  shall  never  hd 
troubled  with  hid  name,  till  it  come  to  be  exe- 
cuted. This  is  a  stranger  engine  than  white 
powder  which  some  fancy,  for  sure  this  shoots 
without  any  noise  at  all.  But,  blessed  be  God, 
this  dreadful  engine  was  never  known  as  to 
punishments  among  any  peo])le^  heathen  or 
Christian,  who  had  the  blessing  to  live  under 
monarchy.  Some  republics  use  the  billet,  or 
the  ballot,  in  giving  places»  but  I  never  so  much 
as  read  of  any  thing  like  it  as  to  punishment, 
except  the  ostracism  among  the  Athenians, 
who  were  governed  by  that  cursed  sovereign 
lord  the  people ;  and  by  their  oystershell  billet- 
ing, I  read  of  the  banUhment  of  lliemlstodes, 
after  his  two  famous  victories  of  Salamis  and 
l*hermopyIfle.     I  read  also  that  Aristides  was  so 
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reformation  by  presbyters,  put  hand  •  as  might  be  shown  at  great  length ;  and  this 


to  biuld  the  hierarchy  in  Scotland, 
^ere  turned  out  of  thor  estates  and  honours. 


last  builder,  after  he  had  banished  so  many 
worthy  and  excellent  ministers  from  their 


Into  a  proTerb.  Yet,  billeting  was  onee  attempt- 
ed to  have  been  bmuf  ht  into  Scotland.  It  was, 
Sir,  in  the  year  1641,  when  your  blessed  father's 
reyjd  prerogative  of  naming  officers  of  state  was 
wrested  from  bim,  and  subiected  to  the  appro- 
bation of  parliament.  Then  was  billeting 
stru^l^  for,  but  vigorously  opposed  by  your 
royu  father.  And  even  in  that  sad  time,  such 
was  the  justice  and  strength  of  reason  with 
which  he  opposed  it,  as  it  was  never  beard  of 
in  Scotland  till  now,  that  billeting,  even  in 
punishment,  is  touched  with  the  royal  sceptre 
by  the  earl  of  Middleton,  and  so  endeavours!  to 
be  made  a  law.  Now,  Sir,  let  me  humbly  bef 
your  patience  a  little,  to  open  to  you  how,  as  1 
am  informed,  this  billeting  was  brought  in  at 
this  time.  It  was  not  first  moved  in  articles, 
the  most  usual  place  for  proposing  laws.  It 
was  first  moved  in  the  committee  of  fines,  as  I 
am  told,  and  by  the  fittest  man  to  impose  on 
Tour  parliament  this  effectual  way  of  it,  who 
had  impiised  incapacitating  itself  on  your  ma- 
jesty; and  this  was  Sir  George  Mackenzie. 
As  soon  as  moved.  It  was  opposed,  and  then 
your  commissioner  appeared  not  for  it ;  but 
when  it  was  better  prepared,  it  Is  moved  in  the 
articles,  and  again  vigorously  opposed,  but  then 
your  commissioner  appearing  for  it,  it  was,  I 
think,  believed  he  had  good  warrant  for  it,  and 
BO  it  passes.  Now,  in  the  last  place,  I  come  to 
the  ways  of  carrying  on  the  names  of  those  who 
were  to  be  billeted.  This  was  done  more  in  the 
dark;  yet  I  shall  discover  what  light  I  have  got, 
but  it  must  be  with  a  gentle  hand,  for  they  say 
I  am  one  of  them,  and  I  am  apt  to  believe  it. 
Sir,  for  to  me  it  is  no  new  thing.  Six  times 
have  I  been  excepted ;  twice  for  lite  and  estate, 
t\ivice  for  my  estate,  and  twice  thus.  Yet  I 
bless  God,  five  of  tiie  times'  was  during  rebel- 
lion, and  by  usurpers,  for  serving  your  royal 
father  and  vourself,  and  this  last  I  hope  will 
be  found  to  be  done  neither  by  your  me^jesty  nor 
by  your  parliament.  I  f  by  your  sacred  mi^esty,  I 
lay  myself  at  your  feet—your  breafh  ahall  easily 
destroy  the  work  of  your  hands,  without  any 
such  engine  as  billeting.  And  sure  it  is  not  by 
vour  parliament,  for  my  name  was  never  named 
by  your  parliament  but  when  they  honoured  ine 
witii  an  obliging  letter,  and  when  they  acknow- 
ledged your  worthy  choice  of  me  as  secretary, 
(ho  they  are  pleased  to  cull  it,  and  here  I  have 
it  signed  by  your  clerk  register,  as  an  act  of  par- 
liament,) and  none  can  make  me  believe  that 
this  so  just  a  parliament  would  without  accusa- 
tion or  hearing,  so  severely  condemn  a  poor  man 
whom  they  had  so  much  honoured.  But  I  am 
not  worthy  your  majesty's  trouble.  The  names 
inserted  in  the  billers  were  well  known,  as  I 
believe,  to  the  earl  of  Middleton.  I  am  in- 
formed the  carl  of  Newburgh  at  his  table  read 
his  list,  and  desired  to  make  no  secret  of  it,  as  a 
noble  lord  here  will  justify.  I  shall  not  now 
insist  on  my  informations  of  diligent  solicitlngs 
by  men  of  quality,  and  in  whose  names  they 
BoJIcIted,  nor  what  meetings  were  kept  at  Mas- 
terton'a  tHverOf  and  elsewhere,  for  carrying  th^t 
which  iraa  ctlled  the  light  list,  for  it  (a  time  to 
end  this  too  gmtt  troM^    If  your  ms^cst^ 


shall  think  the  persons  oone-med 
much  consideration,  you  will  easily  discover 
every  step  for  oompassinr  this  affront  put  on 
them  in  the  f^ot  of  all  Europe.  And  such  is 
the  loyalty  of  the  members  of  parliament,  that 
when  your  pleasure  shall  be  nwde  known,  no 
one  circumstance  will  be  concealed  from  you. 
How  yo«ir  honour,  and  the  honour  of  your  par- 
liament is  here  engaged,  I  do  humbly  leave  to 
your  royal  wisdom.'* 

Middleton  went  through  all  these  char|eB 
one  by  one  at  great  length,  and  equally  with 
Lauderdale  devoted  to  his  mi^etty,  concluded 
thus :— "  Having  with  great  ingenuity  made 
these  returns  to  the  earl  of  Lauderdale's  paper, 
I  humbly  lay  them  with  my  life  and  honour  at 

{our  feet,  and  do  desire  to  live  no  longer  than 
have  the  eateem  of  being,  Sir,  your  majesty's 
most  faithful,  most  humble,  and  most  obedient 
subject  and  servant.**  Middleton  had  exposed 
himself  much  for  the  king,  and  had  many 
friends  who  interested  themselves  strongly  in 
his  behalf;  and  but  for  an  unfortunate  cir- 
cumstance, might,  after  all,  still  have  kept  his 
place.  He  had  succeeded  in  procuring  a  pardon 
for  Sir  John  Swinton,  that  he  might  deprive 
Lauderdale  of  the  estate  which  he  had  already 
secured,  and  of  which,  notwithstanding  of  Sur 
John's  pardon,  he  kept  possession  till  his  death; 
and  now  Lauderdale,  in  return,  that  he  might 
deprive  Middleton  of  the  rich  harvest  he  ex- 
pected to  reap  from  the  fines,  and  at  the  same 
time  ingratiate  himself  with  the  people,  pro- 
cured, while  their  quarrel  was  yet  unsettled,  a 
letter  from  the  king  to  the  Scottish  council,  dis- 
charging by  his  prerogative  royal,  the  payment 
of  the  first  moiety  of  the  fines  till  farther  orders. 
IVfiddleton,  alumed  both  for  the  loss  of  his 
share  of  the  fines,  and  of  his  power  at  thv  same 
time,  made  application  to  Clarendon,  that  he 
might  interpose  his  influence  with  the  king  to 
have  the  proclamation  for  the  payment  of  the 
fines  continued.  The  privy  council  of  Scotland 
being  for  the  most  part  Middleton's  friends, 
raised  at  the  same  time  a  controversy,  whtftbcr 
or  not  they  could  properly,  while  there  was  a 
lord  commissioner  in  office,  receive  and  execute 
any  order  from  the  king  that  had  hot  been  tranv 
mitted  through  the  commissioner.  While  this 
was  occupying  the  council,  Middleton  hav- 
ing the  approbation  of  Clarendon,  obtained, 
or  at  least  writ  to  the  council  that  he  had  ob- 
tained, an  order  from  the  kin^,  that  no  proceed- 
ing should  be  made  upon  his  own  letter,  and 
that  of  course  the  fines  should  be  uplifted,  ac- 
cording to  the  proclamation,  lliis  occasioned 
a  new  debate  in  the  council,  where  it  was 
affirmed  by  some  that  the  letter  of  the  king 
could  not  be  countermanded  but  by  another  from 
his  own  hand.  The  comicil,  as  a  measure  of 
safety,  wrote  to  the  king,  that  they  might  ha^'S 
his  own  mind  upon  the  subject.  The  king,  on 
receiving  this  letter,  was  greatly  out  of  humour, 
and  his  clingrin  was  heightened  by  Lauderdale^ 
who  told  him,  that  since  Middleton  by  his  owa 
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natWe  .country^  wai  himself  sent  to  die  in 
a  stnmge  land.  In  Tangier  he  lived  but 
a  ahort  while  in  contempt^  till  death  seized 
him;  and  by  a  fall  he  broke  the  bone  of 
his  right  arm,  and  the  broken  bone,  at 
the  next  tumble  down  a  pair  of  stairs^ 
went  into  his  side  and  wounded  him,  bo 
as  he  turned  first  stupid,  and  very  quickly 
died.  I  have  it  firom  good  hands,  that  in 
times  of  taking  the  covenant,  such  was 
his  forward  zeal  for  it,  that  coming  out 
of  the  place  where  he  and  others  had  taken 
it,  he  said  to  some  gentlemen  and  others 
about  him,  **  That  this  was  the  pleasantest 
day  ever  he  had  seen,  and  if  ever  he  should 
do  any  thing  against  that  blessed  work  he 
had  been  engaging  into,  holding  up  his  right 
arm,  he  wished  to  Ood  that  might  be  his 
death."  "Whether  he  had  his  wish  at  Tangier, 
he  now  knows  best. 
This  was  the  fate  of  the  great  overtumer 
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fended  himself  by  alleging  Clarendon's  report 
to  him  of  bis  m»)etty'«  pleaeitfe,  which  mn»wer 
•atblled  not  the  king,  but  hastened  Middleton'a 
ruin.  For,  after  the  king  had  commanded  the 
council  by  a  new  letter  to  iMue  out  the  prochi- 
mation,  he  recalled  Middleton*t  commiMion, 
and  declared  hii  place  of  general  and  captain  of 
tiie  castle  of  Edinburgh  void,  and  bestowed  the 
captain  of  the  caathni  place  upon  the  earl  of 
Lauderdale."  <«  MIddieton,'*  says  Burnet,  **  al- 
ways stood  upon  it  that  he  had  the  king's  order 
by  wfurd  of  mouth  for  what  he  had  done,  though 
be  was  not  to  cautious  as  to  procure  an  instruc- 
tion uuder  his  hand  for  his  warrant.  It  is  very 
probablo  that  he  spolw  of  it  to  the  king  when 
his  head  was  full  of  somewhat  else,  so  that  he 
did  DOC  mind  it,  and  that  to  get  rid  of  Middleton 
he  bad  him  do  whatsoever  be  proposed,  without 
reflecting  much  on  it,  for  tiie Icing  was  at  that 
time  so  distracted  in  his  thoughts,  that  he  was 
not  at  all  times  master  of  himself.  The  4]ueen 
mother  had  brought  over  from  France  one  iVlrs. 
Stewart,  reckou^  a  very  great  beauty,  who  was 
afterwards  married  to  the  duke  of  Richmond. 
The  king  was  believed  to  be  deeply  in  love  with 
her.  Yet  his  former  mistrem  kept  her  ground 
still ;  and  what  with  her  humours  and  jealousy, 
and  what  with  this  new  amour,  the  king  had 
very  little  quiet  between  both  their  passions  and 
his  own.**— Mackenzie's  History  of  Scotland, 
pp.  7&»112.  Burnet's  History  of  his  Own 
Times,  12mo.  edit.  pp.  295,  896.  Kirkton  on 
thb  biisiness  remarks,  "  Lauderdale  knew  well 
what  the  king's  delights  were ;  he  choosed  for 
his  patron  neither  statesman  nor  prince.  Bar- 
bara VilUers,  first  Mrs.  Pidmer,  then  dutchess 
of  Cleveland,  was  his  choice ;  and  before  her 
bedside  he  would  have  kneeled  for  ane  hour  at 
ane  time  to  implore  her  friendship  with  the 
king,  because  he  knew  well  what  influence  his 
Miiss  had  upon  him,  and  with  these  weapons  he 
irevailed."— History  of  the  Church  of  Scotland, 
p.  J50.— JSV^ 


of  our  reformation  citablishmeot 
in  Scotland,  and,  as  hath  been 
hinted,  chancellor  Hide's,  who  acted  much 
the  same  part  in  England,  was  not  much 
better.  The  attack  began  upon  him  this 
year,  and  after  he  was  disgraced  at  court, 
in  a  little  time  he  was  forced,  to  escape 
the  punishment  of  what  was  charged  against 
him,  to  flee  his  native  country,  and  died  in 
a  strange  land  after  a  seven  years'  exile :  so 
dangerous  a  thing  is  it  to  meddle  with  the 
church  of  Christ ! 

The  dependaoce  of  these  debates  betwixt 
these  two  great  men,  made  the  parliament 
to  be  adjourned  more  than  once :  at  length 
it  is  determined  it  shall  meet,  and  a  new 
commissioner  must  be  provided.  Lauderdale 
now  has  all  Scots  affidrs  entirely  in  his  hand, 
and  finds  it  not  convenient  to  fill  that  post 
himself,  but  pitches  upon  the  earl  of  Rothes, 
afterwards  duke;  and  to  make  all  sure  in 
Scotland  against  a  new  rival,  and  that  he 
might  be  at  the  bottom  of  Middleton's  plot 
against  him,  he  comes  down  to  Scotland 
with  him,  and  brings  a  remission  to  the 
lord  Lorn,  as  we  shall  hear;  and  Rothes 
hath  a  multitude  of  places  heaped  upon  him ; 
and  the  eari  of  Tweeddale,  whose  son  mar- 
ried Lauderdale's  daughter,  is  nuule  president 
of  the  council. 

Upon  June  15th,  the  commissioner  comes 
down  to  Holyrood-house,  and  June  18th, 
the  parliament  sat  down.  The  bishop  of 
Aberdeen  had  a  sermon  before  this  session 
opened,  and  the  commissioner  and  chancellor 
had  speeches,  which  I  have  not  seen :  and 
the  formerly  absent  members  took  the  oaths. 
The  chief  business  of  this  parliament  seems 
to  have  been  to  inquire  into  the  act  of  bal- 
loting, and  the  design  formed  during  the 
last  session  ogainst  Lauderdale,  which  I 
leave  to  civil  historians.  The  lords  of  the 
articles  were  changed,  and  Middleton's  party 
left  out  in  the  nomination.  I  find  it  re- 
marked, that  after  all  the  search  was  made 
into  this  plot  against  the  secretary,  it  was 
found  mostly  to  land  on  Middleton,  Lennox* 
and  Newburgh.  The  former  sessions  had 
left  very  little  to  this  meeting  of  parliament, 
to  do  in  favour  of  the  prelates,  unless  it  was 
to  guard  them  agmnst  the  spite  of  the  coun- 
try, and  lo  \a^  vVv^  ^o>xRA»Jctfi\»  o\ 
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1  Afi^    ^^"  *^^  universal  persecution,  than 
ever    Scotland   saw    since   popish 
prelates  were  removed. 

Slavish  principles  as  to  civil  rights  and 
liberty,  still  lead  the  van  to  persecution  for 
conscience*  sake;  and  therefore,  though 
indeed  it  hath  little  reference  to  the  church, 
I  could  not  but  notice  the  tenor  of  the  first 
act  of  thb  session  anent  the  lords  of  articles.* 
By  this  act  the  king  in  a  manner  hath  the 
whole  of  the  business  of  the  parliament  in  his 
hand ;  the  prelates  being  the  creatures  of  the 
court,  and  having  the  choice  of  the  nobility 
who  were  to  be  members  of  the  com- 
mittee, would  not  readily  fix  upon  any  who 
were  not  acceptable  to  the  court.  The 
nobility,  who  chose  members  from  the 
bbhops,  could  scarce  go  wrong,  they  being 
all  absolute  creatures  of  the  king's  making : 
and  those  two  together  chose  the  barons  and 
burgesses,  who  indeed  could  not  miss  to  be 
right  chosen  of  their  own  kidney ;  and  they 
were  on  the  matter  but  ciphers,  the  officers 
of  state  being  supernumerary,  and  the  chan- 
cellor president  always.  By  this  committee, 
every  matter  which  was  not  agreeable  to  the 
comt,  was  effectually  kept  out  of  the  house, 
be  it  never  so  much  for  the  good  of  the 
country.  Thb  was  certainly  one  of  the 
highest  encroachments  poasibie  upon  the 
privileges  of  the  subject,  as  well  as  the 
Christian ;  and  one  of  the  most  slavish  acts 
that  could  be  well  made,  limiting  the  supreme 
power,  and  making  the  king  as  absolute  almost 
as  he  can  wish  ;  and  the  parliament  must 
fall  in  with  every  thing  i)roposed.  They  were 
a  mere  shadow,  and  as  Sir  George  Mackenzie 
somewhere  calls  them,  "  the  king's  baron 
coi!rt."f  The  narrative  of  this  act  appeared 


*  The  fulioedition,  1G63,  ivaiitstliis,  but  theSvo. 
16S3,  has  it,  oud  the  numl^eniof  theiicts  iu'ena  hire. 
In  the  uther  edition  tlie  1st  aitt  is  siguinst  separa- 
tion, &c.  The  reason  ofthis  dilFerence  I  know  not. 
f  This  servility  ou  the  part  of  the  Scottish 
parliament  was  no  new  trait  in  its  churai-ter ; 
tor  wc  find  James  VI.  in  one  of  liis  hectorinjy^ 
sfveeohes  to  the  parliament  ol'  Kn^lund,  boasting 
that  the  parliament  of  his  native  country  ivns 
entirely  subservient  to  hia  will.      *•  This,"  he 
goes  on,  *'  I  rauHt  say  for  Scotland,  and  I  may 
truly  vaunt  it,  here  1  sit  and  govern  it  with  my 
peu;  I  write,  and  it  is  done;  and  by  a  clerk  of 
the  council  I  f^overn  Scotland  now,  wV\\c\i  oXVveri^ 
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to  me  odd  enough  when  I  read  it.  The 
commissioner  is  brought  in  representmg  that 
it  b  hb  majesty's  express  will  and  pleasure! 
that  in  thb  and  all  succeeding  parliaments, 
the  way  used  in  choosing  the  lords  of  articles 
in  the  year  1633,  shall  be  observed ;  and  then  it 
b  added, "  the  parliament  in  all  humble  duty 
acquiesced  thereunto."  One  must  take  it 
for  a  jest  to  call  thb  an  act  of  parliament; 
it  was  the  king's  will  and  pleaimre,  and  that 
was  to  be  the  rule  of  their  actions,  as  this 
parlbmenty  in  their  eccentric  loyalty  to  the 
king,  are  pleased  to  express  themselves  in 
their  printed  letter  to  hb  majesty,  at  the  end 
of  thb  session,  to  be  seen  in  the  printed  acts. 
Thus  they  tamely  fiill  in  with  the  old  maxim 
of  tyrants,  before  the  restoration  truly  a 
stranger  in  Scotland,  sic  voio,  sic  jubeo,  ttat 
pro  raiione  wtluntas^  Thb  being  their  rule, 
let  us  see  what  was  his  majesty's  will  and 
pleasure,  signified  to  them  in  their  following 
acts,  as  to  church  ai&irs. 

We  need  not  doubt  but  the  prelates  and 
their  adherents  were  chagrined  by  the  gene- 
ral opposition  made  to  their  curates  through 
the  west  and  south,  and  many  other  parts  of 
the  kingdom.  To  bear  down  thb  as  far  as 
they  can,  they  make  their  second  act  "against 
separation  and  disobedience  to  ecclesiastic 
authority."  This  act  was  termed,  **  The 
bishops*  dragnet,"  and  all  alongst  thb  rei^^Ti 
it  was  altered,  amended,  and  confirmed  in 
their  favours,  as  their  magna  charia  ;  and 
therefore  I  h:;ve  added  it  in  a  note.J  Many 
remarks  might  be  made  upon  it,  but  they  fJl 
much  in  with  .what  hath  been  said  on  the 
acts  of  the  fonucr  sessions.  The  parlia- 
ment begin  with  a  heavy  libel  against  prcs- 
byterian  government,  as  the  fountain  of  tlie 


they  must  not  speak  without  the  chancellor's 
leave,  and  if  any  man  do  propound  or  utter  any 
seditioua  or  uncomely  speeclies,  he  is  straijiht 
interrupted  and  aileuced  by  the  chancellor's  au- 
thority ;  whereas  here,  the  libertv  for  every  man 
to.  speak  what  he  list,  and  as  long  us  he  list, 
ivas  the  only  cause  he  was  not  intenupted." — 
Works  of  King  James  VI.  pp.  6^0,  i^\.~~Ed. 

^  Act  against  separation  and  disobedience  to 
ecclesiastical  authority. 

Forasmuch  as  the.  king's  majesty,  conttiderini; 
the  prejudices  which  did  ensue  to  the  cfaunii 
and  protestaut  religion,  to  the  prerogniive  of  (he 
crown,  to  the  authority  of  parliament,  t«>  the 


cmild  not  <lo  by  the  sword.— Vor  here  1  m\is\  \  \\V>ct\\«»  ol  \Vv^  *v\>\vvv,  Mkxxd  to  the  public,  laws 
uote  unto  vou  the  different  nature  of  t\\e  \wo\u\u\  \vatwc<R  «<  v\\«  V\\Mt>^v«wv>  \»^  \\vt  v^w^mt 
wriianie/iti  in  these  two  kingdoiu>»;   *"  ^  nva^'i't  v^V*>^v  v,j\*tv^A  ^vvx^mvasx^v  ^>xv«x^^^ 
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evil8  in  the  late  times.     If  we  suppose  this  :  them,  which  now,  it  seenris,  must  be   iggo 
enacted  as  the  king's  pleasure  signified  to    their ruleastolruthaswcllaspnictico, 

I 


lat«  troubles ;  and  finding  that  government,  to 
Itt  the  church  goveniuieut  inost  a^i'eeublo  to  tlji^ 
rm-d  of  Csod,  most  convenient  and  eflfediiul  for 
)rM»«rvatioii  of  trtilli,  order,  and  unity,  and 
no^t  Riii table  to  monarchy,  and  to  the  peai-4Y 
ind  quiet  of  the  state ;  hath  therefore,  with  ad- 
'ice  and  conseut  of  his  estates  of  parliament,  by 
4*veral  actn  patised  in  the  second  session  of  this 
»«rliament,  restored  the  church  to  its  ancient 
iiid  right  government,  by  archbishops  and 
»isihop;»,  and  hath  redintegrated  the  estate  of 
»iMhoi>s  to  the  exercise  of  their  episcopal  func- 
ion,  aiid  to  all  the  privileges,  dignities,  juris- 
Uctions,  and  po&seiisions  due,  and  formerly  be- 
origin;^  thereunto.  And  in  further  order  to 
he  urttlement  of  the  church,  and  bringing  the 
uinibters  to  a  due  acicnowledgnient  of,  and  com- 
>liance  with  the  government  thereof,  thusestab- 
islied  by  law,  hi»  majesty,  with  advice  foresaid, 
lath  also  statute  and  ordained,  that  all  these 
ainistent,  who  entered  to  the  cure  of  any  parish, 
irithout  right  or  presi>ntations  from  the  lawful 
mtrons,  in  and  since  the  year  one  thousand  six 
tiundred  and  forty-nine,  and  should  not,  be- 
twixt and  the  twentietli  of  September  last,  ob- 
tain presentations  from  their  several  patrons, 
md  collation  from  the  bisibop  of  the  diocese 
where  thev  lived,  should  have  no  right  to  the 
aplifting  the  rents  of  any  benefice  or  stipend  for 
the  year  one  thousand  six  buudi'ed  and  sixtv- 
two,  but  tliat  their  places,  benefices,  and  kirks 
thould  be,  ips^  Jure,  vacant :  and  that  whatever 
ministers  should,  without  a  lawful  excuse  to  be 
uimittHl  by  their  ordinary,  absent  themselves 
from  the  diocesan  assembly,  or  who  should  not 
concur  in  all  the  acts  of  the  church  discipline,  as 
they  ahould  be  thereunto  required  by  tlie  arch- 
l»ibhfip  or  bishop  of  the  diocese,  should  be  for  the 
firkt  lault  suspended  from  their  oflice  and  bene- 
fice till  the  next  diocesan  meetini; ;  and  if  they 
imetid  not,  should  be  deprived,  and  the  churcn 
uid  benefice  to  be  providetl  as  in  other  ca«es  of 
racaiicies.  And  the  king's  mnjesiy,  having  re- 
lolvcd  to  conserve  and  maintain  the  chunlh  in 
the  present  state  and  government  thereof,  by 
irchbishops  and  bi.Hh(»iis,  and  otiiers  bearing 
office  therein,  and  not  to  endure  nor  give  way 
>r  connivance  to  any  variation  therein  in  the 
least,  doth  therefore,  with  advice  and  consent 
)f  liis  estates  convened  iu  this  third  session  of 
Ills  parliament,  ratity  and  ap]»rove  the  afore- 
nentioned  acts,  and  all  other  acts  and  laws  made 
n  the  two  former  sessions  of  parliament,  iu 
>rder  to  the  !iettling  of  episcopal  dignity,  juris- 
lietion,  and  authority  within  this  kingdom; 
mil  ordains  them  to  stand  Id  full  force  as  pub- 
lic laws  of  the  kingdom,  and  to  be  put  to  further 
'xecution  in  all  points,  conform  to  the  tenor 
:hereof.  And  in  pui'suance  of  his  majesty's 
-oyal  resolution  herein,  his  majesty,  with  ad- 
rice  afornuud,  di»th  recommend  to  the  lords  of 
li^  majesty's  privy  council,  to  take  speedy  and 
tlfectual  course,  that  thtrse  acts  receive  ready  and 
luo  obtHlience  from  all  his  migesUr's  subjects; 
uid  for  tliat  end,  that  they  call  before  them  all 
luch  ministers,  who,  having  entered  in  or  since 
be  year  one  thousand  six  hun<lred  and  forty- 
line,  and  have  not  as  yet  obtained  presentations 
Hid  colLitions,  as  aforesaid,  yet  dared  to  preach 
D  rotitemjH  of  the  law,  and  to  piinidh  them  as 


se^lirious  peiftons,  and  contemners  of  the  royal 
authority.  As  alM»,  that  they  be  careful,  that 
such  ministers,  who  keep  not  the  diocesan  meet- 
ings, and  concur  not  with  the  bishops  in  the 
acts  of  church  discipline,  being  for  the  same 
suspended  or  deprived,  as  said  is,  be  accordingly, 
after  deprivation,  I'emoved  from  their  benefices, 
glebes,  and  mant»es :  and  if  any  of  them  shall, 
notwithstanding,  offer  to  retain  the  itossession 
of  their  benefices  or  manses,  that  they  take  pre- 
sent course  to  see  them  dispossessed  ;  and  if  they 
shall  th«>reafter  presume  to  exercise  their  minis- 
try, thSk  they  be  punished  as  seditious  persons, 
and  such  as  contemn  the  authority  of  church 
and  state.  And  as  his  majesty  d'.tb  expect, 
from  all  his  good  and  dutiful  subjects,  a  due 
acknowledgment  of,  and  hearty  compliance  with 
his  majesty's  government,  ecclesiastical  and  civil, 
as  it  is  now  established  by  law  within  this  king- 
dom, and  that  in  order  thereunto,  they  will  give 
their  cheerful  concurrence,  countenance,  and 
assistance  to  sucJi  ministers,  as  by  public  author- 
ity are  or  shall  be  admitted  in  thi^ir  several 
parishes,  and  attend  all  the  ordinary  meetings 
for  divine  worship  in  the  same ;  so  his  majej^ty 
doth  declare,  that  he  will,  and  doth  account  a 
withdrawing  from,  and  not  keeping  and  joining 
in  these  meetings,  to  be  SL-ditious,  and  of  danger- 
ous example  ar.d  consequence.  And  therelore, 
and  for  preventing  the  same  for  the  futurr,  bin 
majenty,  with  advice  and  consent  of  his  estates 
iu  pai'iiament,  doth  hereby  statute,  orduin,  and 
declare,  that  all  and  every  such  person  or  per- 
sons, M'ho  shall  hereafter  ordinarily  and  wilfully 
withdraw  and  absent  themselves  from  the 
ordinary  meetings  of  divine  wortihip,  in  tbeir 
own  parish  church,  on  the  Lord*6  day, Vwbether 
ui»on  account  of  popery,  or  other  di.sifTection  to 
the  present  government  of  the  church)  shall 
thereby  incur  the  pains  and  penidties  under- 
written ;  viz.  each  nobleman,  gentleman,  and 
heritor,  the  loss  of  a  fourth  part  of  ilk  year's 
rent,  in  which  they  bhall  be  accused  and  con- 
victed ;  and  every  yeoman,  tenant,  or  farmer, 
the  loss  of  such  a  proportion  of  their  free  move- 
ables, (after  the  payment  of  their  rents  due  to 
their  master  and  Iaiidh>rd)  as  his  majetity's 
council  shall  think  fit,  not  exceeding  a  fourth 
part  thereof;  and  every  burgess  to  lose  the 
liberty  of  merchandising,  trading,  and  all  other 
]trivileges  within  burgh,  and  fourth  part  of  their 
movefibles.  And  his  majesty,  with  advice  for*;- 
said,  doth  hereby  authorize  and  require  the  lords 
of  his  majesty's  privy  council,  to  be  careful  to  see 
this  act  put  to  due  execution  ;  an<l  for  that  end, 
to  call  before  them  all  such  persons  as,  after  ad- 
monition of  the  minister.  In  presence  of  two 
sufiicient  witneiises,  and  by  him  so  attested,  shall 
be  given  up  to  the  council  as  traiiKgressors  of 
this  act,  iu  withdrawing  from  their  parish 
churches,  as  aforesaid ;  and  the  same,  after 
hearing  of  the  parties,  being  duly  found,  to 
decern,  and  intlict  the  censures  and  penalties 
above-mentioned,  and  such  other  corponil  pun- 
ishment as  they  shall  think  fit,  and  direct  nil  exe- 
cution neccMiury  for  making  the  same  efiectnal, 
and  to  do  every  other  thing  they  shall  find  necoH- 
sary,  lor  procuring  obedience  to  this  act,  nnd 
putting  the  simie  to  punctual  execution,  conform 
to  l\\e  leiiOT  «kuA  wvXiMxXi  >)cvvtw.A. 
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ififi^L  ^^^^y  ^^y  ^ill  ^^^  acquiesce  in  it, 
and  to  be  sure  it  was  no  infallible  rule. 
They  next  resume  their  former  acts  last 
session,  which  have  been  considered ;  only 
this  act  speaks  out  the  design  of  some  of  the 
preceding  more  plainly  than  many  at  first 
believed,  to  bring  all  ministers  to  subject  to 
bishops.  Then  the  king  is  made  to  engage 
his  royal  word  pro  futuro  to  maintain  the 
prelates,  and  not  to  endure  or  give  any  con- 
nivance to  the  least  variation  from  prelacy. 
It  had  been  better  to  have  used  softer  terms, 
than  afterwards,  in  a  kind  of  contradiction 
to  this,  when  there  appeared  an  absolute  ne- 
cessity to  grant  indulgences,  and  to  travful 
in  accommodations  to  please  some  of  the 
bishops.  Next  they  give  us  to  understand, 
that  the  acts  of  the  first,  as  well  as  the 
second  session  of  this  parliament,  were  made 
to  settle  the  episcopal  dignity,  though  the 
contrary  was  at  first  pr^ended:  but  the 
fiishion  now  was,  to  make  acts  in  general 
and  dubious  expressions,  and  in  a  year  or 
two  after,  fully  to  extend  their  meaning, 
when  king  and  council  had  practically  ex- 
plained their  sense.  Accordingly,  the  coun- 
cil, in  the  next  place,  are  made  the  bishops' 
executioners,  and  the  execution  of  oil  laws 
and  acts  relative  to  the  church,  is  put  into 
their  hands :  this  clause  was  of  great  use  to 
the  prelates,  and  for  many  years  that  court 
served  them  vigorously.  But  generals  are 
not  sufficient,  therefore  more  particularly  the 
council  is  required  to  begin  the  persecution 
of  ministers  who  dared  to  fulfil  the  minis- 
try they  had  received  from  Christ  Jesus, 
without  the  bishops'  collation,  and  patrons' 
presentation,  and  to  punish  them  as  sedi- 
tious, and  contemners  of  royal  authority. 

The  following  clause  is  in  favours  of  the 
contemned  curates,  who  are  pretty  singu- 
larly described,  ministers  by  public  authority 
admitted  to  parishes.  This  kind  of  minis- 
ters, I  dare  say,  the  Christian  church  was 
unacquainted  with  for  three  hundred  years 
after  Christ.  Ministers  they  were  literally 
of  the  king  and  bishops,  and  not  the  people, 
the  sacra  plcbs,  their  choice,  settled  by 
public  authority,  and  the  reader  may  add, 
by  military  force,  and  not  by  consent,  and 
consequently  servants  of  men,  and  not  of 


THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  SUFFERINGS  []bOOK  I. 


all  are  required  to  sulgect  to  those  minis- 
ters as  his  majesty's  government  ecdestas- 
tical  now  established ;  and  the  not  bearing 
of  those  creatures  of  the  king  and  bishops, 
is  declared  to  be  of  seditious  and  dangerous 
example  and  consequences,  and  punishable 
by  the  fines  specified  in  the  act.  Indeed 
the  uplifting  of  those  fines  drew  prodigious 
sums  of  money  from  the  country ;  but  con- 
strained worship  cannot  be  conscientious. 
In  a  parentheais  the  papists  are  cast  in  mitti 
the  presbyterians,  and  made  censurable  for 
withdrawing  firom  their  parish  church:  but 
I  never  heard  of  any  of  them  troubled  br 
our  zealous  protestant  bishops!  In  the 
next  session  of  parliament,  this  clause  is 
expunged,  and  the  papists  left  to  thor  own 
freedom,  and  the  anger  of  the  government 
levelled  only  against  religious  protestants. 

Toward  the  close  of  the  act,  the  honour- 
able privy  council  are  de  novo,  that  all  might 
be  sure,  constitute  executioners  of  this  act, 
and  empowered  not  only  to  exact  the  fines 
from  all  whom  the  curate  shall  delate,  but 
further  corporally  to  punish  them,  as  they 
shall  think  fit.     How  far  corporal  punish- 
ment in  law  extends,  I  am  not  to  determine; 
but  they  seem  empowered  by  this  to  make 
poor  people's    life  a  bitterness  to  them. 
Last  of  all,  the  council  are  warranted  to  do 
all  things  necessary  for  procuring  obedience 
to  this  act,  in  the  intent  thereof.     How  far 
this  goes,  I  know  not;  but  it  looks  very 
like  the  spirit  of  the  treaty  we  heard  of  since 
in  another  persecuting  country :  we  need 
not   doubt  that  the  bishops,  in  this  case 
both  judges  and  parties,  sufficiently  extended 
the  intent  of  the  act.     In  a  word,  this  act 
contains  a  rule  and  canon,  I  cannot  call  it 
ecclesiastical,  but  it   is  sufficiently   so  to 
prelates,  when    to    suspend    and    deprive 
ministers  of  the  gospel.     We  have  seen  the 
council  very  soon  explaining  and  enlarging 
this  act;  and  the  first  persecution  of  coun- 
try  people,  which  was  any  way  general, 
began  upon  this;  and   indeed   it  was  the 
foundation  of  much  severity. 

Their  3d  act  specifics  the  time  of  signing 
the  declaration,  appointed  last  year  to  be 
subscribed  by  all  persons  in  public  trust, 
which  hath  been  insert,  and  needs  not  be 


,, .^,  , —  —  .  ,  — „.  _ 

Christ,  or  hia  people  for  his  sake.    "FuTt\\ct,\  icvcaXe^.     K^  ^\t  t^q^xwS,  v^  ^i^  betwixt 
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and  the  1  Ith  of  Norember,  anci  make  returns 
to  ihm  oouncil  agaiiiBt  the  Ist  of  January 
next  to  come;  and  it  is  recommended  to 
the  ooundl  to  be  careful  it  be  put  in  execu* 
tioD,  whichyas  we  have  seen,  and  shall  have 
ground  to  observe  further,  they  were  careful 
to  do.  At  this  time  a  new  clause  is  added 
unreasonable  enough :  if  persons  be  elected 
counsdlors  or  magistrates,  and  refuse  to 
aign  the  declaration,  they  are  not  only  for 
ever  declared  incapable  of  being  magistrates, 
but  are  to  **  forfeit  all  the  privilc^ges  of  mer- 
chandising and  trading."  The  remark  is  so 
obvious,  that  we  need  not  be  surprised  that 
dus  was  called  **  the  mark  in  the  right  hand," 
without  which  none  might  "  buy  or  sell." 
TUs  was  highly  unjust.  A  party  in  a  town 
that  had  a  mind  to  be  rid  of  a  man,  who,  it 
may  be,  was  their  rival  in  trade,  and  knew 
he  could  not  declare  "  the  covenants  to  be 
m  themselves  sinful,"  had  no  more  to  do 
but  to  get  him  chosen  a  counsellor  or  magis- 
trate; and  then,  though  otherwise  he  was 
■ot  obliged  to  take  the  declaration,  yet  now, 
by  pique  and  party,  he  must  be  turned  out 
of  all  his  trade  and  busmess.  This  declara- 
tion comes  pretty  near  the  sacramental  test, 
annexed  to  civil  places  and  military  posts 
in  aome  nations;  upon  the  account  of 
which  we  are  so  much  abused  by  the  papists, 
lor  prostituting  that  holy  ordinance,  con- 
trary to  our  own  protestant  principles,  and 
the  nature  of  the  institution.  For  refusing 
this  declaration  imposed  last  year,  John 
earl  of  Crawford,  lost  his  office  of  lord 
treasurer,  and  Sir  James  Dundas  of  Amis- 
ton,  his  post  of  one  of  the  lords  of  session. 
The  lord  Stair,  and  Sir  George  Mackenzie 
of  Tarbet,  since  earl  of  Cromarty,  afler 
some  difficulties,  came  at  length  to  sign  it. 

Their  fifUi  act  is  for  establishing  a  national 
synod,  which,  because  it  concerns  church 
•fidrs,  though  never  put  in  execution,  I 
have  annexed  it,  below.*     The  bishops 


*  Act  for  the  establishment  and  constitution  of 
a  national  synod. 
Forasmacb  as  the  ordering  and  disposal  of  the 
catcmal  government  of  the  church,  and  the 
nomination  of  the  persons,  by  whose  ad  rice 
matters  relating  to  the  same  are  to  be  settled, 
doth  belong  to  his  mf^esty,  as  an  inherent  right 
<»f  the  crown,  by  virtue  of  his  prerogative  royal, 
and  supreme  authority  in  causes  ecclesiastic : 


who  firamed  this  act,  and  with  whose  .^^q 
concurrence,  and  at  their  desire  it 
was  passed,  took  effectual  care  to  prevent 
the  convocating  any  such  synod;  and  we 
shall  afterwards  hear  of  some  debate  upon 
■this  head  among  the  clergy.  By  this  act,  and 
consequently  by  the  bishops,  it  is  declared, 
**  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  honour  of  God, 
and  good  of  souls,  there  be  a  national  synod.** 
And  if  the  act  be  true,  our  prelates  had 
neither  of  these  before  their  eyes.  By  this 
act,  besides  other  members  constituent  of  this 
synod,  (the  dignified  clergy,  and  some  from 
universities,  but  none  from  buighs)  a  power 
is  lodged  **  in  the  meeting  for  exercise,  to 
send  one  to  the  synod  who  is  a  presbyter.** 
These  meetings  which,  for  what  I  can  find, 
were  very  unfrequent,  they  will  not  call  by 
the  name  of  presbyteries.  The  power  of 
this  synod  is  very  much  narrowed,  that  it 
may  be  as  near  the  English  convocadon  as 
possible.  Here  indeed  they  differed,  that 
in  Scotland,  **  the  king  or  his  commissioner 
behoved  always  to  be  present ;"  and  without 
him  there  can  be  no  national  synod.  This 
looks  as  if  no  restrictions  could  bound  them, 
ndther  a  perpetual  president,  nor  the  king's 
will  expressly  signified  to  them,  firom  time 
to  time,  by  the  archbbhop  of  St.  Andrews, 
but  the  king  or  his  commissioner  behoved 
always  to  be  present. 

How  far  the  frame  of  this  act  agrees  with 
the  foundation  of  Scots  prelacy,  where  all 
church  power  is  lodged  in  the  persons  of 
the  bishops,  as  creatures  of  the  regal  supre- 
macy, and  the  king's  delegates  in  church 
affiurs,  I  shall  not  spend  time  in  considering. 
By  this  act  the  jurisdiction  seems  to  me  to 
be  lodged  in  the  plurality  of  the  meeting, 
and  the  vote  of  the  meanest  presbyter  goes 
as  far  as  the  vote  of  the  bishops,  and  one 
of  the  archbishops.  Indeed  the  president 
hath  a  n^ative,  and  though  the  plurality 
of  the  meeting,  yea  the  whole  bishops  and 


and  in  prosecution  of  this  trust,  his  mi^esty, 
considering  how  fit  and  necessary  it  is,  for  the 
honour  and  service  of  Almighty  God,  the  good 
and  quiet  of  the  church,  and  the  better  govem- 
ment  thereof  in  unity  and  order,  that  there  be 
a  national  synod  and  assembly  duly  constitute 
within  this  kingdom,  hath  therefore  appointed 
and  declared,  and  by  these  presents  appoiuta 
and  declares,  that  there  shall  be  a  national  synod 
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!«««  the  Other  archbishop  should  vote  a 
matter  yet  if  the  pnmate,  the  con- 
stant president  of  this  synod,  go  not  in,  it 
cannot  pass  into  an  act  or  canon ;  and  thus 
it  was  pity  the  primate  set  not  up  the  claim 
of  infallibility,  which  seems  necessary  to  such 
a  power  as  is  lodged  here  in  his  hands. 
But  I  shall  leave  those  things  to  be  debated 
and  determined  by  the  friends  of  this  frame 
of  government  in  Scotland ;  only  things  are 
here  upon  a  very  different  plan  from  the  make 
of  the  diocesan  synods,  where  presbyters 
were  only  allowed  a  consultative  voice; 
and  if  they  fall  not  in  with  their  bishop, 
they  may  be  prosecute  as  seditious  persons, 
and  deprived. 

This  session  of  parliament  continued  long, 
and  did  very  little ;  the  reason  was,  the  act 
of  balloting  was  to  be  rescinded,  and  the 
commissioner  and  Lauderdale  resolved  to 
be  at  the  bottom  of  it ;  and  the  searching 
into  the  authors  and  promoter^  thereof 
took  up  very  much  time:  at  length  the 
state  of  that  affiur  was  drawn  up,  and  sent 
to  his  majesty,  by  Sir  William  Bruce,  clerk 
to  the  bills,  that  the  king's  pleasure  there- 
anent  might  be  had ;  and  till  that  came,  the 
parliament  was  adjourned  from  day  to  day. 
At  length,  as  will  best  appear  from  the 
printed  act  rescinding  this  balloting  act,  it 


of  the  church  of  Scotland ;  and  that  this  synod, 
for  the  lawful  members  thereof,  shall  consist 
and  be  constitute  of  the  archbishops  of  St. 
Andrews  and  Glasgow,  and  the  remanent 
bishops  of  these  two  provinces,  of  all  deans 
of  cathedral  churches,  archdeacons,  of  all  the 
moderators  of  meetings  for  exercise,  allowed  by 
the  bishops  of  the  respective  dioceses,  and  of  one 
presbyter  or  minister  of  each  meeting,  to  be 
chosen  and  elected  by  the  moderator  and  plurality 
of  presbyters  of  the  same,  and  of  one  or  two 
from  the  university  of  St.  Andrews,  one  from 
Glasgow,  one  from  the  King*B  College,  one  from 
MarshaVs  college  of  Aberdeen,  and  one  from 
the  college  of  Edinburgh ;  and  this  synod,  thus 
constitute,  is  to  meet  at  such  times  and  places, 
ns  his  majesty,  by  his  proclamation,  shall  ap- 
point; and  is  to  debate,  treat,  consider,  con- 
sult, conclude,  and  determine  upon  such  pious 
matters,  causes,  and  things,  concerning  the 
doctrine,  worship,  discipline,  and  government 
of  this  church,  as  his  majesty  shall  from  time 
to  time,  imder  bis  royal  hand,  deliver,  or  cause 
be  delivered,  to  the  archbishop  of  St.  Andrews, 
fxresident  of  the  said  national  assembly,  to  be 
by  him  offered  to  their  consideration.  The 
e;itates  of  parliament  do  humbly  recognosce  and 
acknowledge  'lis  roajcstv's  royal  power  and 
prcmgative  aforesaid,  with  the  piety,  jualke,  \ 
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was  declared^  **  a  mj  never  fonnerij  prac- 


tised under  monarchy,  or  any  govemmentf 
to  punish  men  without  making  known  their 
names  to  the  parliament,  who  gave  aentence, 
and  what  was  contrary  to  his  majesty's 
honour  and  interest,  and  after  which  none 
could  be  secure  in  their  honour,  estate, 
liberty,  or  life,"  and  so  rescinded. 

September  23d,  the  paiiiament  order  a 
levy  to  be  made,  if  need  be,  of  twenty  thou- 
sand foot,  and  two  thousand  horse,  for  the 
preservation  of  Christendom  against  the 
Turks.  It  was  never  made,  but  their  anny 
had  certainly  been  much  better  employed 
this  way,  than  in  persecuting  protestantL 
This  session  rose,  October  9th,  and  the 
parliament  was  rode  from  the  house  to  the 
Abbey,  but  it  was  very  thin,  many  of  the 
nobility  being  absent.  Biahop  Fairfool 
lived  not  long  af^  this  parade,  as  we  shall 
hear.  When  the  parliament  was  up,  many 
of  our  great  folks  went  to  court :  the  earl 
of  Rothes  was  well  received  by  the  kii^ 
and  made  a  member  of  the  privy  council  io 
England.  The  rest  of  the  acts  of  this  par- 
liament relate  to  civil  matters,  and  as  fiv  as  I 
have  observed,  have  nothing  in  them  relative 
to  the  histoiy  I  have  now  in  hand ;  and  so 
we  have  done  with  parliaments  for  nx>re 
than  six  years'  time.     I  come  now  to  the 


and  prudence  of  bis  majesty's  resolution  herein; 
likeas,  his  msycsty,  with  their  advice  and  con- 
sent, doth  hereby  establish,  ratify,  and  confirm 
this  constitution  of  a  national  anseiubly,  as  the 
lawful  constitution  of  the  national  synods  and 
assemblies  of  this  church,  his  majesty,  or  his 
commissioner,  (without  whose  preseooe  do 
national  synod  can  be  kept)  being  alwayi 
present :  and  declares,  that  no  act,  canon,  order, 
or  ordinance,  shall  be  owned  as  an  act  of  the 
national  synod  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  so  as 
to  be  of  any  effect,  force,  or  validity  in  law,  to 
be  observed  and  kept  by  the  archbishc^  and 
bishops,  the  inferior  clerg^%  and  all  other  persons 
withm  this  realm,  (as  fur  as  lawfully,  beinf 
members  of  this  national  church,  it  may  ooncon 
them^  but  that  which  shall  be  considered,  oon- 
sulteo,  and  agreed  upon,  by  the  president,  and 
m^jor  part  of  the  members  above  specified,  if 
is  always  hereby  provided,  that  nothing  be 
enacted  or  put  in  execution,  by  authority  of  a 
national  synod  within  this  kinciiom,  which 
shall  be  contrary  to  his  majesty  s  royal  pre- 
rogative, or  the  laws  of  the  kmgdom ;  and  that 
no  act,  matter,  or  cause,  be  debated,  consulted, 
and  concluded  upon,  but  what  shall  be  allowe*!, 
ajpprovcn,  and  confirmed  by  his  migesty  or 
his  commiKfioncr,  present  at  the  said  natlonai 
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CHAP.  IV.] 

watknngi  of  particalar  penons  this  year,  major-general  Bloi^gan  to  adze  Sir   ,^a 
Hid  the  sealing  the  laws  of  this  and  fonner  j  Archibald  Johnston  of  Warriston, 

lord  r^ter.  The  day  upon  which  his 
two  excellent  friends,  Sir  John  Cliiesly 
of  Carswel,  and  Sir  James  Stuart  of  Priest- 
field,  were  seized,  my  lord  Warriston  know- 
ing nothing  of  the  orders,  was  provi- 
dentially out  of  town  visiting  a  friend. 
When  in  his  return,  just  enteririg  the 
town,  he  got  notice  of  the  warrant  for 
a|)prehendiiig  him,  and  turned  his  horse, 
and  retired  a  while  from  the  storm.  For 
some  time  he  was  very  narrowly  hunted  up 
and  down,  till,  aflcr  his  escaping  many 
imminent  hazards,  at  length  he  got  off  the 
kingdom  in  the  habit  and  character  of  a 
merchant. 

In  the  second  chapter  we  have  heard 
that  his  persecutors,  during  the  first  session 
of  parliament,  got  passed  two  acts  against 
him :  by  the  first  they  declare  him  incapable 
of  all  public  trust  and  office,  after,  by  a 
proclamation,  he  had  been  declared  fugitive. 
By  their  next  they  pass  a  sentence  of 
forfeiture  and  death  upon  him,  in  absence ; 
the  grounds  of  which  we  already  heard. 
The  first  was  as  unnecessary  as  the  last  was 
unjust.  Meanwhile  this  excellent  person 
is  obliged  to  lurk  very  closely,  sometimes  in 
the  Low  Countries,  sometimes  in  Germany, 
and  mostly  at  Hambuigh.  I  find  in  the 
preface  to  the  Apologetical  Narration,  that 
when  he  was  at  Hambuigh,  and  under  sick- 
ness. Doctor  Bates,  one  of  king  Charles's 
physicians,  bdng,  as  was  said,  hired  either 
to  kill  or  distract  him,  did  give  him  poison 
in  his  physic,  and  took  from  him  upwards 
of  sixty  ounces  of  blood,  whereby  he  was 
brought  to  the  gates  of  death,  and  so  far 
lost  his  memory,  that  he  could  not  remember 
what  he  had  done  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
before. 

Afler  Warriston  had  wandered  a  part  of 
two  years,  he  most  unadvisedly  went  into 
France,  the  unsafest  place  he  could  go  ta 
The  king  or  some  body  about  him  at  London 
got  some  hints  of  this,  and  caused  seize  one 
Major  Johnston,  and  bring  him  before  him, 
expecting  more  particular  accounts  from 
him,  it  seems,  than  any  he  could  think  upon. 
The  major  was  imprisoned  and  threatened 
witli  death,  if  he  would  not  discover  where 


aessions,  with  the  blood  of  the  excellent 
lord  Warriston. 


SECT.  IV. 

C)f  the  nffmn^t  and  martyrdom  of  the  lord 
IVarritton,  July  22d,  1663. 

Hating  rbns  got  through  the  general  rules 
and  acts,  which  were  the  foundation  of 
the  particular  sufferings  of  presbyterians, 
I  oome  to  the  hardships  whidi  gentlemen, 
miniaterB,  and  others  were  brought  under 
this  year;  and  before  I  give  a  detail  of 
these,  the  smgular  case  of  the  good  lord 
Warriston  deserves  a  section  by  itself,  and 
I  place  it  here^  because  he  was  executed  in 
time  of  parliament,  as  all  our  three  first 
worthies  were.  I  might  have  brought  in 
the  account  of  this  excellent  person  upon 
die  second  chapter,  with  that  of  his  dear 
friends  and  fellow-martyrs,  the  noble  marquis 
of  Aigyle,  and  Mr.  James  Guthrie,  both 
becanae  these  three  arc  the  chief  instances 
of  suffering  unto  death  in  this  first  book, 
diongh  we  shall  meet  with  multitudes  in 
tiie  following  books;  and  it  was  fully  de- 
termined that  my  lord's  life  should  have 
been  taken  at  the  same  time,  but  he  was  not 
catched:  and  the  manner  of  dealing  with 
his  lordship,  was  much  the  same  with  that 
taken  with  his  fellow-sufferers  unto  death, 
if  not  more  base,  though  less  seen ;  and  the 
cause  was  much  the  same  he  died  upon, 
tiiough  his  circumstances,  in  some  things, 
difiered  from  the  former  two ;  yet  I  thought 
it  most  proper  to  keep  to  the  order  of  time 
in  which  he  suffered,  as  much  as  might  be. 
As  the  foundations  of  prelacy  in  Scotland, 
attended  with  the  destruction  of  our  civil 
13)erty,  were  soaked  with  the  blood  of  one 
of  the  best  of  our  noblemen,  and  one  of  the 
most  eminent  of  our  ministers,  so  the  walls 
oaw  fast  building,  and  pretty  fiir  advanced, 
behoved  to  be  cemented  with  the  blood  of 
dus  excellent  gentleman;  so  this  godly 
and  innocent  person  must  fall  as  a  third 
sacrifice. 

In  the  1st  chapter  it  hath  been  already 
observed,  that  the  king  by  bis  letter  ordered 
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Warriston  was.  What  be  told  I 
cannot  positively  say,  but  when 
lUsnusaed  and  gone  to  his  lodgings,  he 
never  came  any  more  abroad,  but  pined 
away  in  grief,  till  in  a  few  days  he  died. 
Those  circumstances,  and  a  good  part  of 
what  is  in  this  section,  I  have  from  the 
papers  of  a  reverend  minister,  who  lived  at 
this  time,  and  had  a  particular  occasion  to 
know  the  state  of  my  lord's  sufierings. 

In  the  mcanfirae  one  Alexander  Murray, 
commonly  called  crooked  Murray,  is  des- 
patched over  to  France,  where  notice  had 
been  got  my  lord  Warriston  was :  the  mes- 
senger, they  say,  was  not  unfit,  and  it  was 
believed,  as  he  lived,  so  he  died  an  atheist. 
This  man,  when  he  went  over,  found  means 
to  trace  out  the  lady  Warriston,  and  by 
noticing  her  narrowly,  at  length  he  came  to 
discover  my  lord  at  Roan.  In  that  city,  a 
very  little  after  he  was  come  to  that  lodging, 
he  was  seized,  when  at  secret  prayer,  which 
duty  he  was  much  exercised  in.  Murray 
applied  to  the  magistrates  to  send  over 
Warriston  to  England,  producing  the  king's 
commission  to  him  for  that  efEbct.  They 
put  my  lord  into  custody,  and  sent  up  an 
account  of  the  vSfiur  to  the  French  king  and 
council,  before  they  would  take  any  further 
steps.  I  hear  the  question  was  put  in 
council,  whether  the  prisoner  should  be 
retained  or  delivered  up?  and  the  most 
part  were  for  his  being  kept  in  France,  at 
least  till  more  reason  was  shown  for  giving 
him  up  than  yet  appeared.  But  that  king, 
to  whose  influence  in  part  we  owe  many  of 
the  bloody  measures,  and  destructive  steps 
to  good  men  and  religion,  fallen  into  during 
the  reigns  of  the  two  brothers,  determined 
he  should  be  delivered  up.  Accordingly, 
in  January  this  year  he  was  brought  over 
prisoner,  and  put  in  the  Tower  of  London ; 
and  in  the  begmning  of  June  he  is  sent 
down  to  Edinburgh,  to  be  executed  with 
the  greater  solemnity,  when  the  parliament 
is  sitting.  By  the  council  rasters  I  find 
that,  June  2d,  "  The  lords  of  council  having 
received  certain  intelligence,  that  Archibald 
Johnston,  sometime  of  Warriston,  is  coming 
home,  and  that  in  a  few  days  he  is  to  arrive 
Ht  Lcith,  do  therefore  ordain  the  magistrates 
of  Edinburgh  to  ])rovidc  a  sufficient  ^uoid 
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to  receive  Urn  at  the  aboreof  Lekfavhea 
he  is  landed;  and  that  he  be  brought  up 
fixnn  thence  on  foot  bareheaded  to  the 
tolbooth  of  Edinbufgh,  where  the  magis- 
trates of  Edinburgh  are  to  secure  lus  person 
in  close  prison,  without  sufiering  his  wife  or 
children,  or  any  others,  to  have  access  to 
speak  with  him,  while  further  order  fioo 
the  councO  or  lord  chancellor." 

June  8th,  he  landed  at  Leith,  and  was 
brought  up  under  a  guard,  and  dealt  with  as 
above.  June  9th,  the  coundl  meet,  and  the 
king's  letter  about  him  is  read.  ^  Right  trusty, 
&:c. — You  shall  give  order  to  receive  into 
our  prison,  the  body  of  Archibald  Johnston, 
sometime  of  Warriston,  whom  we  have  sent 
into  that  our  kingdom,  to  the  end  that  he 
may  be  proceeded  against  according  to  law 
and  justice.  Ghren,  &c.  May  16th,  1663.'* 
—That  same  day  the  council  give  the  follow- 
ing order,  about  the  desire  of  my  lord  War- 
riston's  friends.  "  The  council  having  con- 
sidered the  denre  of  several  friends  of 
Archibald  Johnston,  late  of  Warriston,  desir- 
ing they  may  have  liberty  to  speak  vrith  him, 
do  grant  liberty  to  any  one  of  his  relations 
or  friends,  to  have  access  imto  him,  at  any 
time  betwixt  eight  of  the  dock  in  the  morn- 
ing and  eight  at  night,  and  do  discharge  the 
magistrates  of  Edinburgh  and  kec^per  of  the 
tolbooth,  to  suffer  any  more  persons  to 
enter  the  prison  but  three  at  once ;  and  those 
throe  to  stay  no  longer  than  an  hour,  or  two  at 
fiuthest,  and  ordain  the  keeper  of  the  tol- 
booth by  himself,  or  those  he  shall  intrust, 
to  wait  upon  the  chamber  where  he  is,  to 
take  care  of  the  seciuity  of  his  person,  that 
he  escape  not  in  disguise  or  otherwise ;  and 
continue  to  determine  the  time  and  manner 
of  his  execution,  till  next  council  day.'* 

It  would  seem  from  this,  that  at  first  it 
was  projected  that  the  council  should  name 
the  time  and  place  of  his  public  death,  upon 
the  old  sentence  passed  by  the  parliament : 
but  aflerwards  it  was  resolvcxi  to  bring  him 
before  the  parliament,  and  to  have  his  sen- 
tence solemnly  pronounced  at  the  bar.  Ac- 
cordingly, July  8th,  he  is  brought  before  the 
parliament.  I  suppose  their  forms  in  his 
circumstances  did  not  make  any  indictment 
necessary,  at  least  I  have  heard  of  none,  nor 
^QiC  MVY   lawyers  allowed  him.      When  he 
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ppeared  at  tiie  bnr,  he  was  so  evidently 
reakened  in  his  memory  and  judgment,  by 
he  vile  methods  taken  with  him,  that  every 
lody  lamented  the  vast  change  upon  him- 
if  y  lord  Warriston  was  once  in.  case  to  have 
easuned  before  the  greatest  assembly  in 
Europe,  yea,  to  have  presided  in  it ;  but  now 
le  could  scarce  speak  to  any  purpose  in  his 
iwn  case.  The  primate  and  bishops,  now 
nembers  in  parliament,  pleased  with  this 
rast  change  in  this  great  man,  scandalously 
ind  basely  triumphed  over  him,  and  mocked 
lim  in  the  open  house.  No  sober  man 
XMild  refuse  him  a  great  deal  of  compassion 
n  such  circumstances,  and,  it  seems,  most 
li  the  members  of  parliament  were  inclinable 
»  spare  his  life.  Tliis  began  to  appear  in 
Jie  vote  upon  this  question,  **  Whether  the 
ime  of  his  execution  should  be  just  now 
ised,  or  delayed  ?"  When  the  rolls  were 
»lied,  at  first  a  great  number  of  members 
irere  ior  a  delay.  Which  Lauderdale  observ- 
ng,  and  knowing  he  needed  scarce  return 
to  his  master  if  Warriston  were  spared,  con- 
trary to  all  order  and  form,  in  the  middle  of 
the  calling  of  the  rolls,  rose  up  and  had  a 
rery  threatening  harangue  for  his  present 
execution.  And  thus  upon  the  proceeding 
b  the  rolls,  sentence  was  pronounced  against 
bim,  that  he  should  be  hanged  at  the  cross 
of  Edinburgh  the  22d  day  of  July,  and  after 
be  was  hanged  dead,  that  his  head  be  severed 
from  his  body,  and  put  up  upon  the  Ncther- 
bow  Port,  beside  his  dear  friend  Mr.  James 
Guthrie's.  It  is  said,  with  what  certainty  I 
know  not,  that  the  bishops  would  have  had 
the  day  of  his  execution  to  have  been  the 
23d  day  of  July,  as  a  kind  of  expiation  for 
whai  was  done  against  their  predecessors  in 
office,  July  23d,  1637,  when  the  first  open 
opposition  was  made  to  their  innovations 
and  the  service  book :  but  they  were  not 
humoured  in  this. 

I  regret  that  I  can  give  so  little  account  of 
this  great  man's  Christian  and  affecting  car- 
riage while  m  prison.  A  person  of  very  great 
worth,  who  was  several  times  with  my  lord 
whileonthe  tolbooth,  hath  left  this  account  of 
him,  **  That  when  there  he  was  sometimes 
under  great  heaviness  and  distress,  and  borne 
down  with  bodily  weakness  and  melancholy, 
yet  he  never  came  in  the  least  to  doubt  of  his , 
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eternal  happmess,  and  used  to  say, 
'  I  dare  never  question  my  salvation, 
I  have  so  often  seen  6od*s  fiice  in  the 
house  of  prayer.'  "  It  was  certainly  a 
most  remarkable  appearance  of  providence 
in  bdialf  of  this  good,  and  once  great, 
man,  that  the  very  morning  before  his  exe- 
cution, notwithstanding  for  some  time  for- 
merly, he  had,  as  it  were,  lost  the  exer- 
cise of  those  extraordinary  parts  and  talents 
he  once  enjoyed,  and  his  memory  for  some 
time  was  almost  quite  gone,  yet  like  the 
sun  at  his  setting,  after  he  has  been  for 
a  while  under  a  cloud,  he  shone  most 
brightly  and  surprisingly,  and  so  in  some 
measure  the  more  sweetly.  That  morning 
he  was  under  a  wonderful  efiilsion  of  the 
spirit  of  sons,  as  great  perhaps  as  many  have 
had  since  the  primitive  times.  With  the 
greatest  confidence  and  holy  freedom,  and 
yet  the  deepest  humility,  he  repeated  that, 
"  Father,  Father,  Abba,  Father,"  the  savour 
of  which  did  not  wear  off  the  spirits  of  some 
who  were  witnesses  for  many  days.* 


*  We  have  the  following  account  of  this 
eminent  man's  last  appearance,  from  the  pen  of 
Sir  George  Mackenzie :— "  He  was  brought  up 
the  street  discovered,  and  being  brought  into  the 
council  house  of  Edinburgh,  where  the  chan- 
cellor and  others  waited  to  examine  him,  he  frll 
upon  his  face  roaring  and  with  tears  entreated 
they  would  pity  a  poor  creature  who  had  forgot 
all  that  was  in  the  Bible.  l*hia  moved  all  the 
spectators  with  a  deep  melancholy,  and  the  chan- 
cellor, reflecting  upon  the  man's  \great  partt] 
former  esteem,  and  the  great  share  lie  had  in  siD 
the  late  revolutions,  could  not  deny  some  tears 
to  the  frailty  of  silly  mankind.  At  his  examin- 
ation he  pretended  that  he  had  lost  so  much 
blood  by  the  unskilfiilness  of  his  chirui^eons  that 
he  lost  his  memory  with  his  blood ;  and  I  really 
believe  that  his  courage  had  indeed  been  drawn 
out  with  it.  Within  a  few  days  he  was  brought 
before  the  parliament,  where  he  discovered 
nothing  but  much  weakness,  running  up  and 
down  upon  his  knees  b^^g  mercy.  But  the 
parliament  ordained  his  former  sentence  to  be 
put  to  execution,  and  accordingly  he  was  execut- 
ed at  the  cross  of  Edinburgh.  At  his  execution 
he  showed  more  composure  than  formerly,  which 
his  friends  ascribed  to  God's  miracnlous  kind- 
ness for  him,  but  others  thought  that  he  had 
only  formerly  put  on  this  disguise  of  madness 
to  escape  death  in  it,  and  that  finding  the  mask 
useless,  he  had  returned,  not  to  his  wit,  which 
he  had  lost,  but  from  his  madness  which  he  had 
counterfeited.  However  it  cannot  be  denied 
but  he  had  been  a  man  of  [eminent  parte  and 
more  eminent  devoticn"]  some  parts  and  devotion ; 
bat  his  natural  choler  being  kindled  by  his  zeal, 
had  been  fatal  first  to  this  kingdom,  and  then  to 
himself."— History  of  Scotland,  pp.  184,  IS5. 

It  is  probable  tnat  by  writing  such  descrip 
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1663  '^^  day  of  hb  execution,  a 
high  gallows  or  gibbet  was  set 
np  at  the  cross,  and  a  scafibld  made  by 
it.  About  two  of  the  clock  he  was  taken 
from  prison :  many  of  his  friends  attended 
him  in  mourning.  When  he  came  out 
he  was  fiill  of  holy  cheerfulness  and 
courage,  and  in  perfect  serenity  and  com- 
posure of  mind  as  ever  he  was.  Upon 
the  scafibld  he  acknowledged  his  com- 
pliance with  the  English,  and  cleared  him- 
self of  the  least  share  in  the  king's  death. 
He  read  his  speech  with  an  audible  voice, 
first  at  the  north  side  and  then  the  south 
side  of  the  scafibld :  he  prayed  next  with  the 
greatest  liberty,  fervour,  and  sense,  of  his  own 
unworthiness,  frequently  using  the  foresaid 
expression.  Ailer  he  had  taken  his  leave  of 
his  friends,  he  prayed  again  in  a  perfect 
rapture,  being  now  near  the  end  of  that  sweet 
work  he  had  been  so  much  employed  about 
through  his  life,and  felt  so  much  sweetness  in. 
Then  the  napkin  being  tied  upon  his 
head,  he  tried  how  it  would  fit  him,  and 
come  down  and  cover  his  face,  and  directed 
to  the  method  how  it  should  be  brought 
down  when  he  gave  the  sign.  When  he  was 
got  to  the  top  of  the  ladder,  to  which  he  was 
helped  because  of  bodily  weakness,  he  cried 
with  a  loud  voice,  **  I  beseech  you  all  who 
are  the  people  of  God,  not  to  scar  at  sufier- 
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iogs  for  the  interests  of  Gbris^  or  ataaUa 
at  any  thing  of  this  kind  fiedling  out  in  those 
days;  but  be  encouraged  to  suffer  for  him; 
for  I  assure  you  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  he 
will  bear  your  chaiges."  This  he  repeated 
again  with  great  fervour,  while  the  rope  wsi 
tyiag  about  his  neck,  adding,  **  The  Lord 
hath  graciously  comforted  me.'*  Then  be 
asked  the  executioner  if  he  was  ready  to  do 
his  office,  who  answering  he  was,  he  bid  him 
do  it,  and  crying  out,  **  O,  pray,  pray,  pnose^ 
praise  !*'  was  turned  over,  and  died  almoiC 
without  a  struggle,  with  his  hands  lift  up  to 
heaven.  He  was  soon  cut  down,  and  hb 
head  struck  off,  and  his  body  carried  to  the 
Grayfriars'  church-yard.  His  head  was  pot 
up  upon  the  Nether4xiw  Port ;  but  in  a  littk 
time,  by  the  interest  and  moyen  of  lieutenant 
general  Drummond,  who  married  one  of  hit 
daughters,  it  was  permitted  to  be  taken  down 
and  buried  with  the  body.  HBa  speech  upon 
the  scafibld  is  printed  in  Kaphtali ;  and  there 
he  declares,  that  what  he  had  prepared  to 
have  said  at  his  death,  was  taken  from  him, 
but  he  hoped  it  should  be  preserved  to  be  a 
testimony  to  the  truth.  In  what  is  printed 
he  speaks  his  very  heart,  toudung  his  own 
soul's  state,  his  sins  and  infirmities,  the 
public,  and  his  poor  fiunily,  and  present  su^ 
ferings;  and  though  it  hath  been  often 
printed,  I  could  not  but  insert  it  in  a  not^* 


tions  as  the  above,  Sir  George  Mackenzie  had 
fortiiied  himself  against  the  reproaches  of  con- 
science, and  imposed  on  his  own  understanding 
to  that  degree,  as  to  lie  perfectly  serious  when 
he  wrote  his  defence  of  the  government  of  that 
period,  in  which  he  affirms  that  no  man,  under 
the  government  of  Charles  II.  died  for  or  on 
account  of  religion. 

Burnet,  who  was  Warristoii's  nephew,  says, 
«  He  was  so  disordered  both  in  body  and  mind, 
that  it  was  a  reproach  to  any  government  to 
proceed  against  him.  H  is  memory  was  so  gone, 
that  he  did  not  know  his  own  children."— 
History  of  his  Own  Times,  Edinburgh  edit, 
p.  297. 

Laing,  who  was  certainly  no  fanatic,  says, 
**  He  was  a  man  of  more  than  common  under- 
standing or  genius ;  of  an  active,  violent,  and 
disinterested  spirit ;  of  a  quick  and  vivid  inven- 
tion ;  of  an  extensive  and  tenacious  memory ; 
incapable  of  repose ;  indefatigable  in  application ; 
ever  fertile  in  expedients;  endowed  with  a 
vehement,  prompt,  and  impressive  elocution; 
and  at  a  time  when  the  nobility  themselves 
were  statesmen,  his  political  talents  raised  him 
from  an  obscure  advocate,  to  a  level  with  the 
prime  nobility,  in  aiTnirs  of  state."— Ilbtory  of 
ocotJnutI,  YoL  iv.  p.  oG.— iiJ. 


**  Lord  Warr]ston*s  speech,  July  2S<I,  1G63, 
with  some  account  of  his  carriage. 

Right  honourable,  much  honoured,  and  beloved 
auditors  and  spectators,  that  which  I  intended 
and  prepared  to  have  spoken  at  this  time,  and 
in  this  condition,  immediately  before  my  death, 
(if  it  should  be  so  ordered  that  this  should  be 
my  lot^  is  not  at  present  in  my  power  beii^ 
taken  from  me  when  apprehended ;  but  I  1k^ 
the  Lord  shall  preserve  it  to  bear  my  testimony 
more  fully  and  clearly  than  now  I  can  in  this 
condition,  having  my  memory  much  destroyed 
through  much  sore  and  long  sickness,  melan- 
choly, and  the  excessive  drawing  of  my  blood: 
yet,  1  bless  the  Lord,  (that  notwithstandiof 
all  these  forementioned  distempers)  1  am  in 
any  capacity  to  leave  this  weak  aud  short 
testimony. 

I.  I  desire,  in  the  first  place,  to  confess  my 
sins,  so  far  as  is  proper  to  this  place  and  case, 
and  to  acknowledge  God*s  meracs,  and  to  ex- 
press my  repentance  of  the  one,  and  my  faith 
of  the  other,  through  the  merits  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  our  gracious  Redeemer  and  Medi* 
ator.  I  confess  that  my  natural  temper  hath 
been  hast^  and  passionate,  and  that  in  my 
manner  ot  going  about  and  prosecntinff  the 
^W%i  v'^^*^'^'^  of  work  and  service  to  the  Ixird, 
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rith  some  account  of  his  carriage  before  and 
t  his  death,  printed  at  this  time. 
Many  things  are  laid  to  this  great  man's 


od  to  mj  feneration,  I  have  been  subject 
»  my  exoeM  of  heat,  and  thereby  to  eome 
cvcipitationa,  which  hath  no  doubt  offended 
Kanders  by  and  lookers  on,  and  exposed  both 
ae  and  the  work  to  their  mistakes,  whereby 
be  beauty  of  thai  work  hath  been  much  oIk 
cored.  Neither  hare  I,  in  following  the 
jard*9  work,  his  good  work,  been  altogether 
iTM  of  self-seeking,  to  the  grief  of  my  own 
oosdaice,  which  hath  made  me  oftentimes 
ry  oat  with  the  apostle,  **  O  wretched  man 
hat  I  am,  who  sludl  delirer  me  fr-nn  this  body 
»f  death  ?**  and  to  lie  low  in  the  dust,  mourning 
nd  lamenting  over  the  same,  deprecating  God's 
rrath,  and  b^^ng  his  tender  mercies  to  pardon, 
nd  his  powerful  grace  to  cure  all  these  erils. 
'.  must  confess  withal,  that  it  doth  not  a  little 
reable  me,  lie  heayy  upon  my  spirit,  and  will 
Ting  me  down  with  sorrow  to  the  grave, 
though  I  was  not  alone  in  this  offence,  but 
md  the  body  of  the  nation  going  before  me,  and 
be  example  of  persons  of  all  ranks  to  ensnare 
ae)  that  1  suffered  myself,  through  the  power 
f  temptations,  and  too  much  fear  anent  the 
traits  that  my  numerous  family  might  be 
ronght  into,  to  be  carried  into  so  great  a 
fogia.  of  compliance  in  England  with  Uie  late 
■nrpers,  which  did  much  griere  the  hearts  of 
be  godly,  and  made  those  that  sought  God 
shamed  and  confounded  for  my  sake ;  and  did 
Wo  no  small  occasion  to  the  adversary  to  re- 
roach  and  blaspheme,  and  did  withal  not  a 
Ittle  obscure  and  darken  the  beauty  of  several 
■rmer  actings  about  his  glorious  and  blessed 
rork  of  reformation,  so  happily  begun,  and 
IT  advanced  in  these  lands;  wherein  he  vras 
radously  pleased  to  employ,  and  by  employing, 
9  honour  me  to  be  an  instrument,  (though  the 
■Mt  and  unworthiest  of  many)  whereof  I  am 
ot  at  all  ashamed  this  day,  but  account  it  my 
key,  however  that  work  be  now  cried  down, 
ppooed,  laid  in  the  dust,  and  trode  upon ;  and 
ly  turning  aside  to  comply  with  these  men, 
ras  the  more  aggravated  in  my  person,  that  I 
ad  so  frequently  and  seriouslv  made  profession 
fmy  averseness  from,  and  abhorrency  of  that 
my,  and  had  showed  much  dissatisfaotion  with 
klMn  that  had  not  gone  so  great  a  length  :  for 
rkleh,  as  I  seek  God's  mercy  in  Christ  Jesus, 
1 1  d^ire  that  idl  the  Lord's  people  may,  from 
ly  example,  be  the  more  stirred  up  to  watch 
am  pray  that  they  enter  not  into  temptation. 

S.  I  dare  not  deny,  on  the  other  hand,  but 
lost  testify,  in  the  second  place,  to  the  glonr  of 
la  free  grace,  that  the  Lord  my  God  hath  often 
lowed,  ensured  into,  and  ensraven  upon  my 
NMclsooe,  the  testimony  of  his  reconciled 
wrcy,  through  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ, 
irdoning  ail  my  iniquities,  and  assuring  me 
lat  he  would  deliver  me  also,  by  the  grace  of 
la  Holy  Spirit,  from  the  spite,  tyranny,  and 
smlniofi  thereof,  and  hath  often  drawn  folth 
IT  spirit  to  the  exercise  of  repentance  and 
vuhf  and  hath  often  engraven  upon  my  heart,  in 
ffUe  characters,  the  merciful  pardoning,  and 
radous  begun  cure  thereof,  to  be  perfected 
Mnafker  to  the  glory  of  his  name,  salvation  of 
ly  own  soul,  and  edification  of  his  own  church. 

8.  I  am  pressed  in  conscience  to  leave  here  at 
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chaigc  most  falsely,  of  which  he    i^aq 

was  perfectly  innocent,  particularly 

his  accession  to  the  king's  murder,  as  to 


my  death,  my  true  and  honest  testimony,  in 
the  sight  of  God  and  man,  unto  and  for  the 
national  covenant,  the  solemn  league  and  cove- 
nant, the  solemn  acknowledgment  of  our  sin% 
and  engagements  to  our  duties,  and  to  all  the 
grounds  and  causes  of  fasts  and  humiliations^ 
and  of  the  Lord's  displeasure  and  contendings 
with  the  land,  and  to  the  several  testimonies 
given  for  his  interests,  by  general  assemblies^ 
commissions  of  the  kirks,  synods,  presbyteries, 
and  other  faithful  ministers  and  professors. 

ii  I  am  also  pressed  to  encourage  his  doings 
suffering,  witnessing  people,  and  sympathizing 
ones  wiUi  those  that  suffer,  that  they  would 
continue  in  their  duties  of  mourning,  praying^ 
bdieving,  witnessing,  and  sympathizing  wi& 
others,  and  humbly  to  assure  them,  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord  our  God,  the  God  of  his  own  word, 
and  work  of  his  covenant,  cause  and  people 
that  he  will  be  seen,  found,  and  felt  in  liis  own 
gracious  way  and  time,  by  his  own  means  and 
untmments,  for  his  own  honour  and  glory,  to 
return  to  his  own  truths,  interests,  and  servants, 
to  revive  his  name,  his  covenant,  his  word,  his 
work,  his  sanctuary,  and  his  saints  in  this 
nation,  yea,  even  m  these  three  covenanted 
nations,  which  were  by  solemn  bonds,  cove- 
nants,  subscriptions,  and  oaths,  given  away  and 
devoted  to  himself. 

5.  I  exhort  all  those  that  have  been  or  are 
enemies,  or  unfriendly  to  the  Lord's  name,  cove* 
nant,  or  cause,  word,  work,  or  people  in  Britain 
and  Irdand,  to  repent  and  amend  before  these 
sad  judgments  that  are  posting  fest,  come  upon 
them,  for  their  sinning  so  highly  against  the 
Lord,  because  of  any  temptations  of  the  time 
on  the  right  hand  or  on  toe  left,  by  baits  or 
straits  matsoever,  and  that  after  so  many 
engagemei>ts  and  professions  of  not  a  few  of 
theuMelves  to  the  contrary. 

6.  I  dare  not  conceal  from  you  who  are 
firiendly  to  all  the  Lord's  precious  interests  in 
Britain  and  Ireland,  that  the  Lord  (to  the 
commendation  of  his  grace  be  it  humbly  spoken) 
hath  several  times,  in  the  exercise  of  my  repent, 
ance  and  faith,  (during  my  troubles)  and  after 
groans  and  tears  upon  these  three  notaUo 
chapters,  viz.  the  ninth  of  Ezra,  the  ninth  of 
Nebemiah,  and  the  ninth  of  Daniel,  together 
with  other  suitable  scriptures,  even  in  the  very 
nick  of  humble  and  fervent  prayers  and  sup- 
plications to  him,  for  reviving  again  of  hia 
name,  covenant,  cause,  word,  and  work  of  re- 
formation, in  these  covenanted  nations,  and 
particularly  in  poor  Scotland,  (yea,  O  dear 
Scotland!)  which  solemnly  re-engaged  unto 
himy  to  the  good  example  and  encouragement 
of  his  people  in  the  other  two  nations,  to 
covenant  with  him  also ;  that  the  Lord,  I  say, 
hath  several  times  given  me  good  grounds  of 
hope,  and  lively  expectations  of  his  merciful, 
gracious,  powerful,  and  wonderful  renewing, 
reviving  again  of  all  his  former  great  interests 
in  these  covenanted  nations,  ancf  that  in  such 
a  vray,  by  such  means  and  instruments,  with 
such  antecedents,  concurrents,  consequences, 
and  effects,  as  shall  wonderfiilly  nijotce  his 
mourning  friends,  and  astonish  his  contradicting 
and  contra-acting  enemies. 
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which  he  vincUcates  himself  in  his 
printed  speech.      The  one  thing 
which  he  tumself  heavily    lamented,  fir^ 


7.  I  do  earnestly  recommend  my  poor  afflicted 
wife  and  chlldreD,  and  their  ponterity,  to  the 
ehoieeit  blentngs  of  God,  and  unto  the  prayen 
and  favours  of  all  the  Lord's  children  and 
servants,  in  their  eoriiMt  dealings  with  God 
and  man  la  their  behalf,  that  they  may  not  be 
ruined  for  my  sake,  but  that,  for  the  Lord  my 
God's  Huke,  they  may  be  favoured,  assisted, 
supplied,  and  c(»mfortra,  and  may  be  also  fitted 
of  the  Lord  for  his  fellonrship  and  servitx, 
whom  God  himself  hath  moved  me  often  in 
their  own  presence^  and  with  their  oim  con- 
sents, to  dedicate,  devote,  resign,  alike,  and  as 
well  as  I  devoted  and  resigned  my  own  soul 
unto  him,  for  all  time  and  eternity. 

8.  Now  herev  I  beseech  the  lAiid  to  open  the 
eyes  of  all  tlie  instruments  of  my  trouble,  who 
are  not  deadly  irreconcilable  enemies  to  himself 
and  his  peopls,  that  they  may  sec  the  wrong 
done  by  them  to  his  interest  and  people,  and  to 
me  and  mine,  and  may  repent  thereof,  return 
to  the  Lord,  and  more  coroiallj  maintain,  own 
and  adhere  unto  all  his  interests  iu  time  to 
come.  The  Lord  give  unto  tliem  n-nentance, 
remission  and  amendment,  which  is  the  worst 
wish  I  do,  and  the  best  wisli  1  can  wish  uuto 
them  ;  fur  I  can  wish  no  better  to  myself. 

9.  I  do  most  humbly  and  eamesUy  beg  the 
fervent  prayen  of  all  his  praying  children, 
servants,  and  instrument!),  wheresoever  they  be, 
whether  abncnt  or  present,  to  be  put  up  in 
behalf  of  his  name,  cau^e,  covenant,  work,  and 
people,  and  also  in  behalf  of  my  wife  and 
children,  and  thi^ir  posteritv,  and  that  tlie  Lord 
would  glorify  himself,  edify  his  church,  en- 
counige  his  saints  further,  and  afcnmiilish  hi.M 
good  work  by  all  his  <Ioingd  and  dealings,  iu 
■ubstance  towards  all  his  own. 

10.  Whereas  1  hear,  that  some  o*  my  own 
Arlends  have  blundered  and  defamed  my  name, 
as  if  I  had  been  acoes'sory  to  his  late  majestv's 
death,  and  to  the  making  the  change  of  the 
government  thereupon  ;  I  am  fre<!,  as  1  shall  now 
answer  before  his  tribunal,  from  any  necession 
by  r4)unsel  or  contrivance,  ur  any  other  way.  to 
his  late  majesty's  death,  or  to  their  making 
that  change  of  the  govenmient ;  and  the  I^ord 
judge  between  me  and  mine  accusers :  and  I 
pniy  the  Lord  to  preserve  the  present  king  his 
majesty,  and  to  fiour  his  best  blessings  upon 
him  and  his  royal  posterity;  and  the  Lord 
give  unto  tiicm  good  and  faitliful  couuHcllurs, 
holy  and  wise  counsels,  and  pmsiHrrous  success, 
to  God's  glory,  and  tlie  good  of  hit  interest 
Mid  peojilc  aud  to  their  own  honour  aud 
happ!nc&!«. 

11.  1  do  here  submit  and  commit  my  soul  and 
body,  wife  and  children,  and  tlieir  children's 
cbildn>n,  fn>m  generation  to  generation,  for 
ever,  with  all  others  mir  Ix>rd's  friends  and 
followers,  and  all  his  doing,  suffering,  witness- 
ing, and  syiupathizing  ones,  in  the  present  and 
■ulMeqncnt  genivntions,  uut(»  the  Lord's  choicest 
mercies,  graces,  favours,  services,  employments, 
impowcj-aients,  enjoyments,  im)>rovements,  mid 
InheritamHutM  in  etuth,  and  in  heaven,  in  time 
and  eternity :  ;U1  which  suits,  with  all  others 
'A'hich  he  hath  at  any  time,  by  his  Spirit,  moved 

and  assisted  me  io  make,  and  pat  u\t  ac^ordiw^Vo 
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quently  to  his  dying  day,  and  which  was  the 
only  reasonable  pretext  for  this  aevere  sen- 
tence,  was  his  compliance  ^rith  the  Enelish, 


his  will,  I  leave  before  the  throne,  and  upon  tb« 
Father*i  mercifnl  bowels,  and  the  Son*>  mediat- 
ing morita,  aud  the  Holy  Spirit's  oompaisianat- 
ing  groans^  for  now  aud  for  evennore.     Amcu. 

Short  narrative  of  his  carrfaige  before  aud  aAcr 
his  last  discourse  above 

His  carriage  all  the  time  from  his  coming  from 
London,  was  most  convincingly  Christian,  fall 
of  tenderness  of  spirit,  and  meeknoi  towards 
all,  so  that  all  who  were  in  his  company,  both 
in  the  ship  and  at  other  times,  aMorted,  they 
wer«  never  in  tlie  company  of  a  more  godly, 
sincere,  fervent  seeker  of  God,  and  one  that 
was  moet  sensible  of  the  least  ttfidemcas  exefw 
cised  towards  himself.  Before  he  came  out  sf 
the  ship  he  prayed  for  a  biesbbig  upon  hit 
majesty,  and  upon  state  and  kirk,  and  when 
landed  at  Leith  he  inquired  for  the  ministen 
of  Kdinbur^h;  to  which  it  was  answered, 
they  are  all  silenced,  and  put  oat  of  the  toviii. 
Well  (said  he)  their  aileuoe  does  preach,  and 
truly  Mr.  Douglas,  &c.  might  have  preached 
either  before  state  or  kirk. 

During  the  whole  time  of  this  impriaonment 
the  Lord  kept  him  in  a  most  spiritual  tender 
frame,  even  to  the  conviction  of  some  that  hated 
him  formerly,  'ilie  great  thing  he  most  deund. 
was  gracious  through-bearing  which  he  said 
was  only  to  be  had  throuch  the  supply  of  the 
Spirit,  and  intercession  of  the  saints;  and  the 
thing  he  most  feared,  was  fainting  ia  the  hour 
of  trial,  and  for  tiuit  cause  did  earnestly  desirr, 
that  prayer  might  fervently  be  put  up  to  God 
for  liim,  which  was  indeed  done  in  all  parts  ui 
tlie  land,  which  had  its  good  success  in  God's 
own  way. 

When  he  received  his  sentence,  he  did  receive 
it  with  exceeding  great  meekness,  to  the  ad- 
minitioii  of  all,  de^irbig  the  l>e8t  blessings  of 
heaven  to  be  upon  his  migesty,  and  upon  state 
iuid  kirk,  whatever  befell  hiiubelf,  and  f  liat  God 
would  give  his  majesty  true  aud  faitliful  coun- 
sellors, &c. 

The  nearer  he  was  to  his  death  he  was  the 
more  quieted  in  his  mind,  which  had  been 
discomposed  by  poison,  and  the  drawing  of 
threescore  ounces  of  blood,  the  physicians  in- 
tending hereby  to  distract  him,  or  make  him  an 
ideot  fool.  'Ihe  night  before  his  death  he  slept 
very  sweetly,  and  in  the  morning  wab  vefy  full 
of  comfort,  uttering  many  sweet  expressions 
as  to  his  assurance  of  beiug  clothed  with  a  loug 
white  robe  before  night,  aud  of  getting  a  new 
s(»ng  of  the  I^amb's  praise  put  in  hia  uiouth. 
Ho  dined  very  cheerfully,  hoping  to  sup  ia 
heaven,  and  to  drink  the  next  cup  Iresh  and 
new  in  his  I'^ather  s  kingdom.  Thereafter  be 
was  (done  till  the  time  «>f  his  being  bmught 
forth.  When  lie  was  going  to  the  scaffuld  be 
suid  frequently  to  the  {leoplei  **your  prayens 
yoiir  prayers."  llio  lAivd  kept  him  very  com- 
posed under  some  disturbaiicesL  in  the  streets. 
When  come  up  to  the  scaifold,  he  said  to  the 
pivple,  "  I  entreat  you  quiet  yourselves  n  little, 
till  this  dving  mau  deliver  his  last  words  among 
you."  Ike  likewise  dekireJ  them  not  to  be 
offended  that  he  made  some  use  of  hie  paper  to 
^  Vifil^  lus  memory,  so  much  wasted  by  loug  «ii.K- 
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fa  taking  the  office  of  clerk  register,  and  sit- 
tiog  and  presiding  in  some  meetings  at 
London,  after  Cromwell's  death.  In  the  year 
1657,  after  many  and  long  struggles  against 
Cromweirs  usurpation,  when  he  was  sent 
up  firom  Scotland  about  some  important 
mOun,  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  re-enter 
upon  his  former  office  of  the  clerk  register, 
by  Cromwell,  who  was  abundantly  sensible 
how  much  it  would  be  for  his  interest  to 
kAfe  so  bright  a  person  gained  over  to  him. 
During  five  years  and  more,  he  wrestled  and 
acted  with  die  utmost  vigour  for  the  king's 
interest,  and  being  a  man  of  great  resolution, 
he  both  spoke  very  openly,  and  wrote  against 
Scotsmen's  submitting  to  take  offices  under 
the  usurper.  I  have  it  from  good  hands, 
that  in  the  meeting  at  Edinburgh,  which 
tent  him  up  to  London  upon  business,  he 
reasoned  against,  and  to  his  utmost  opposed 
has  being  sent  up.  With  great  ingenuity  he 
aoqaainted  them  with  what  he  thought  was 
faia  weak  aide,  and  that  he  was  sensible  of 
the  easiness  of  his  temper,  and  that  he  could 
not  reust  importunity,  and  begged  he  might 
not  be  sent  among  snares ;  but  after  all  he 
peremptorily  named.  My  lord's  &mily 
ntunerous,  and  very  considerable  sums 
owing  him,  which  he  had  advanced  for 
the  public  service,  and  a  good  many  years 
of  bygone  salaries :  and  when  no  other  way 
af^eared  to  recover  what  was  justly  his,  he 


mtm  and  malice  of  phyaicians ;  then  he  delirered 
the  above  diaoourae,  and  repeated  it  again  on 
the  ether  ^de  of  the  acaffbid.  After  this  he 
prayed  with  the  greateat  fervour  and  humiiity, 
(ccmning  thus,  **  Abba,  Abba,  Father,  Father, 
^^*Ta  ■  


thy  poor  ainful  Benrant,  coining  unto 
through  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ,**  &c. 
After  he  had  taken  his  leave  of  his  friends,  he 
prayed  again  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder,  cheerfully 
iwitninf  God's  interpsts  and  his  own  soul  into 
tbehands  of  his  heavenly  Father.  There  were 
no  ministers  allowed  to  be  with  him,  but  a 
|Nraoo  present  observed,  that  there  was  no 
ipi^wy  of  ministers  there,  and  the  L<xrd  made 
cood  those  blessed  words,  PliiL  iv.  19.  and 
i  Cor.  i.  6.  The  executioner  came  to  him 
dMtiring  his  forgiveness,  to  whom  he  aaid,  "  the 
Lord  forgive  thee,  poor  man,  which  I  also  do,** 
and  gave  him  some  money,  and  bade  him  do 
hb  work  ri^t.  He  was  helped  up  the  ladder 
by  some  of  his  friends  in  deep  mourning :  as  he 
ascended,  he  said, ''  your  prayers,  your  prayers ; 
I  dcrire  your  prayers  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  ;** 
•o  great  at  all  times  was  his  esteem  of  prayers. 
The  other  circumstances  of  his  death  have  been 
already  notieed  in  the  history. 


was,  through  importunity,  prevailed  ia^o 
upon  to  fidl  in  with  the  usurper, 
there  being  now  no  other  door  open  for  his 
relief.  Thus  he  fell  before  the  temptation 
that  all  flesh,  even  the  best,  may  appear  to  bet 
grass.  After  his  compliance  he  was  observed 
to  be  generally  sad  and  heavy,  and  not  what  he 
had  been  formerly ;  neither  did  his  outward 
affidrs  thrive  much  upon  his  hand.  But  it  is 
certain  enough,  that  it  was  neither  his 
lamented  compliance  under  the  usuipation, 
nor  his  great  activity  in  the  work  of  reforma- 
tion, both  which  the  government  now  were 
pretty  much  above ;  but  a  personal  prejudice 
and  pique  at  this  good  man,  for  his  freedom  in 
reproving  vice,  was  at  bottom  of  this  bitter 
persecuting  him  to  the  death.  This  was 
what  could  never  be  forgot  or  forgiven, 
either  to  him  or  the  marquis  of  Ai^le,  as 
was  pretty  plainly  intimated  to  the  eari  of 
Bristol,  when  interceding  for  my  lord  War- 
riston.  I  have  an  account  of  this  holy 
freedom  my  lord  used,  from  a  reverend 
minister  not  many  years  ago  dead,  who  was 
his  chaplain  at  the  time,  and  took  the  free- 
dom to  advise  my  lord  not  to  adventure 
upon  it:  yet  this  excellent  person  having 
the  glory  of  God,  and  the  honour  of  religion 
more  in  his  eye  than  his  own  safety,  went 
on  in  his  designed  reproof;  and  would  not 
for  a  compliment  quit  the  peace  he  expected 
in  his  own  conscience,  be  the  event  what 
it  would  by  disburdening  himself.  He  got 
a  great  many  fair  words,  and  all  was  pre- 
tended to  be  taken  well  from  my  good  lord 
register,  but  as  he  was  told  by  his  well- 
wishers,  it  was  never  forgot. 

To  shut  up  this  section,  my  lord  War- 
riston  was  a  man  of  great  learning  and 
eloquence,  of  very  much  wisdom,  and  ex- 
traordinary zeal  for  the  public  cause  of 
religion  and  reformation,  in  which  he  was  a 
chief  actor;  but  above  all,  he  was  extraordi* 
nary  in  piety  and  devotion,  as  to  which  he 
had  scarce  any  equal  in  the  age  he  lived  in. 
One  who  was  his  intimate  acquaintance 
says,  he  spent  more  time,  notwithstanding 
the  great  throng  of  public  business  upon 
his  hand,  in  prayer,  meditation,  and  close 
obsen'ation  of  providences,  and  self-exami- 
nation, than  any  ever  he  knew  or  heard  of: 
and  as  he  waa  Ncr^  ^"^^^go^  'vcl  tsoj^uom^^^ 
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Ill-Q  senrations  of  the  Lord's  way,  bo 
be  was  visited  with  extraordinaiy 
diseoreries  of  the  Lord's  mind,  and  werj  re- 
markable providences.  He  wrote  a  large 
diary,  which  yet  remains  in  the  hands  of  his 
relations,  an  invaluable  treasure  of  Christian 
experiences  and  observations ;  and,  as  1  am 
told  by  one  who  had  the  happiness  to  see 
some  part  of  it,  there  is  mixed  in  sometimes 
matters  of  feet  very  little  known  now,  which 
would  bring  a  great  deal  of  light  to  the  history 
of  Scots  aflbirs,  in  that  poriod  wherein  he 
Kved.  There  he  records  his  sure  hopes 
after  wrestling,  in  which  he  was  mighty, 
that  the  church  of  Scotland  would  be  merd- 
fiilly  visited,  and  freed  from  the  evils  she 
fell  under  after  the  restoration.  His  num- 
erous fiunily  he  left  upon  the  Lord's  provi- 
dence  cheerftdly,  who  provided  as  well 
for  most  of  them,  as  they  could  have  ex- 
pected though  he  had  continued  in  his  out- 
ward prosperity.  But  it  is  time  to  come 
forward  to  other  particular  suflerers  this  year. 

SECT.  V. 

0/  the  particular  hardthipi  and  tti  firing  of 
great  numbers  of  miniitert,  gentlemen,  and 
others,  this  year,  1663. 

Having  delayed  the  accounts  of  the  severe 
persecution  of  vast  numbers  of  presby  terian 
ministers,  gentlemen,  and  people  this  year, 
especially  before  the  council,  to  this  place; 
I  come  now  to  give  them  altogether,  mostly 
from  the  records  of  that  court,  and  that 
much  in  the  order  of  time  they  lie  in. 

The  council  are  scarce  ended  with  the 
west  country  ministers  last  year,  and  their 
banishing  good  numbers  to  foreign  places, 
yea,  even  before  the  banished  ministers 
went  off,  but  they  begin,  February  24th,  a 
new  process  against  a  greater  number  of 
ministers  in  Galloway.  Few  or  none  in 
that  svnod  had  conformed,  and,  we  have 
heard,  the  bishop's  diocesan  meeting  was 
adjourned,  because  there  were  few  or  none 
to  wait  upon  it :  therefore,  probably  at  his 
instigation,  the  council  pass  the  following  act. 

•*  The  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council 
bang  informed,  that  there  are  several  minis- 
ters in  the  diocese  of  Galloway,  who  not 


only  contrary  to  the  order  of  council,  dated 
at  Glasgow,  October  Ist  last,  do  oootiiiiM 
at  their  former  reridences  and  cfaurchci, 
but  in  manifeat  contempt  thereof  and  eon- 
trary  to  the  indulgence  granted  them  by 
the  late  act,  dated  December  SSd  last,  do 
yet  persist  in  their  wicked  practioes,  still 
labouring  to  keep  the  hearta  of  people  from 
the  present  government  in  church  and  states 
by  their  pernicious  doctrine;  and  more 
particularly  that  Messrs.  Archibald  Hamil- 
ton minister  at  Wigton,  William  MoWUtwi 
at  Whitthom,  Robert  Richardson  K  Mo- 
chrum,  Geoige  Wauch  at  Kirkindair,  Alex- 
ander Ross  at  Kirkowan,  Alexander  (it 
ought  to  be  Fefgusson)  Hutcheson  at 
Sorbie,  ministers  in  the  presbytery  of  Wig- 
ton  ;  Messrs.  Alexander  Pedin  at  the  Muir- 
church  of  Gienluce,  John  Pari^  at  the  Shi^ 
pel,  Thomas  Kennedy  at  Lisward,  James 
Lawrie  at  Stainkirk,  James  Wilson  al 
Kirkmaiden,  John  M'Broom  at  Portpatrick, 
ministers  within  the  presbjftery  of  Stranraer; 
Messrs.  Patrick  Peacock  at  Kirmabreck, 
WilUam  Erskine  minister  at  Qtatton,  Adan 
Kay  minister  at  Borg,  Robert  Fergusson  at 
Boittil,  Samuel  Arnot  at  Tongland,  John 
Wilkie  at  Twinam,  James  Bugios  minister 
at  Corsmichacl,  Thomas  Warner  at  Bal- 
maclelland,  John  Cant  at  Kells,  Adam 
Alison  at  Balmagie,  John  M'Michan  at 
Dairy,  John  Duncan  at  Dundrenean  and 
Rerick,  and  Thomas  Thomson  minister  at 
Parton,  ministers  in  the  presbytery  of  Kirii- 
cudbright;  and  Mr.  Alexander  Smith  at 
Cowend  and  Siddick,  are  chief  instruments 
in  canTing  on  that  wicked  course:  have 
therefore  ordained  letters  to  be  directed 
against  the  forenamed  persons,  charging 
and  commanding  them,  and  every  one  of 
them,  to  remove  themselves,  wives,  bairns, 
servants,  goods  and  gear,  forth  and  from 
their  respective  dwellingplaces  and  manses, 
and  out  of  the  bounds  of  the  preahytery 
where  now  they  live,  betwixt  and  the  20th 
day  of  March  next ;  and  that  they  do  not 
take  upon  them  to  exercise  any  part  of  the 
ministerial  function:  and  also  diargingthem 
to  appear  before  the  council,  the  24th  of 
March  next  to  come,  to  answer  for  their 
former  disobedience ;  with  certification  as  is 
above  specified." 
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la  the  nffBlLen  there  ere  fi?e  or  six  of 
dioee  miniatert'  names  bbnky  and  only  the 
nune  of  the  pariihea»  which  I  hove  filled  up 
from  another  list  I  have  before  me;  by 
which  I  find,  that  Mr.  Robert  Fergusaon 
and  Mr.  James  Lawrie  were  ordained  before 
the  (year)  1649,  and  so  in  law  came  not 
under  the  two  acts  it  b  alleged  they  broke. 
Upon  the  24th  of  March,  I  find  Messrs. 
Maitland,  Kay,  Wilkie^  Wauch,  Lawrie, 
Cant,  Alison,  M'Gachan,and  Bmith^  "  being 
called,  compeared  personally,  and  being 
seferally  examined  upon  their  obedience  to 
the  late  acts  of  parliament  and  council,  anent 
thdr  obedience  and  submission  to  the  go- 
▼emment  of  the  church,  as  the  same  is  pres- 
oitly  established  by  law,  declared,  they  were 
not  yet  clear  to  give  obedience  thereunto ; 
but  they  were  ready  and  willing,  likeas  they 
then  judicially  promised  to  obey  the  said 
acts,  for  removing  from  their  manses  and 
parishes,  and  desisting  fixnn  preaching,  con- 
Ibnn  to  the  same  in  every  point.  In  con- 
sideration whereof,  the  lords  declare,  that 
they  do  continue  [L  e.  deUy,]  to  insist 
i^gainst  them  for  their  former  carriages, 
while  they  be  of  new  cited."  The  others 
who  did  not  compear,  were  obliged  to  leave 
the  manses  and  kirks ;  and  I  find  no  more 
about  them  this  year  in  the  registers.  We 
shall  meet  with  Mr.  Samuel  Amot,  Mr. 
ichn  Park,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Warner,  and 
some  others  of  them,  under  new  hardships, 
in  the  progress  of  this  work. 

At  that  same  diet  the  council  cite  another 
considerable  number  of  ministers  before 
them.  ''The  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy 
council  being  informed,  that  several  ministers 
in  the  diocese  of  Dunkeld,  who  not  only 
contrary  to  the  order  of  council,  dated  at 
Glasgow,  October  1st  last,  do  continue  at 
their  former  residence  and  churches;  but 
an  manifest  contempt  thereof,  and  contraiy 
to  the  indulgeicc  granted  to  them  by  the 
late  act,  December  23d,  do  persist  in  their 
widuMl  courses,  still  labourii^  to  keep  the 
hearts  of  the  people  from  the  present  govern- 
ment of  church  and  state,  by  their  perni- 
cious doctrine ;  and  more  particularly,  that 
Messrs.  Patrick  Campbell  minister  at  Kilin- 
fiie,  John  Anderson  at  Auchteigavan,  Francis 


Pearson  at  KirkrauchacI,  David  Graham  at   an  armed  force.    None  ventured  to  appear 


Forgondenny,  Geoige  Hal>iiurton  at  i^ao 
Duplin,  Richard  Ferret  at  Ava,  John 
Miniman  at  Abemytie,  David  Campbell,  at 
Minnimore,  Thomas  Lundy  at  Rattray, 
Robert  Campbell,  at  Mullen,  John  Cruik« 
shanks  at  Rogertoun,  Thomas  Glaasie  at 
Little  Dunkeld,  Andrew  Donaldson  at 
Dalgety,  and  Thomas  Black  at  Lesley,  are 
chief  instruments  in  carrying  on  these  wicked 
courses :  therefore  the  lords  of  council  ordain 
letters  to  be  directed  to  charge  the  forenamed 
persons  to  remove  (as  above,  with  rdadbn  to 
the  Galloway  ministers)  and  that  they  take 
not  upon  them  to  exercise  any  part  of  the 
ministerial  function,  either  privately  or 
publicly.  As  also  command  them  and  everjr 
one  of  them  to  compear  before  the  council 
the  day  of  to  answer 

for  their  former  disobedience.  With  certi- 
fication.** I  find  no  more  about  those 
ministers  in  the  registers.  I  am  ready  to 
think,  that  they  obeyed  the  cbai^  to  re- 
move from  their  kirks  and  manses,  and  their 
compearing  before  the  council  was  not  in- 
sisted upon.  The  bishops  at  present  were 
pressing  to  have  the  churches  vacated  of 
those  who  did  not  wait  on  their  synods; 
and  we  have  heard,  that  by  the  acts  of  par- 
liament and  council  this  year,  a  general 
course  was  taken  with  the  whole  noncon- 
formist ministers,  and  they  removed  at  such 
and  such  distances  from  their  congregations. 

It  hath  been  noticed  already,  with  what 
reluctancy  a  great  many  parishes  in  the 
south  and  west,  permitted  the  curates  to 
enter  among  them,  when  presbyterian  minis- 
ters were  turned  out.  In  some  places  open 
opposition  was  made  to  them,  especially  in 
Irongray  near  Dumfries,  and  Kirkcudbright. 
The  tumults  in  those  two  places,  as  they 
were  the  first  of  this  kind,  so  they  were 
severely  noticed  by  the  council;  and  I  shall 
give  as  distinct  an  account  of  this  as  I  can, 
from  the  registers ;  if  once  I  had  set  down 
an  abbreviate  of  it,  I  find  in  the  papers  of 
a  worthy  minister  who  lived  at  the  time. 

"  The  first  open  opposition  to  the  settle, 
ment  of  the  curates,  I  have  heard  of,  was 
at  Irongray,  where  Mr.  John  Welsh  was 
minister.  The  curate  at  first  not  finding 
peaceable  access,  returned  upon  them  with 
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openly  ftave  vomen,  and  those  of  the  J  ing  the  admission  of  oeitni  ministers  who 


meaner  sort.  However,  the  women 
of  Irongray,  headed  by  one  Margaret  Smith, 
opposed  a  party  of  soldiers  who  were  guard- 
ing the  curate,  and  feirly  beat  them  off  with 
•tones.  Mai^garet-  Mras  afterwards  brought 
in  to  Edinbuigh,  and  banished  to  Barbadoes: 
but  when  before  the  managers,  she  told  her 
tale  so  innocently,  that  they  saw  not  fit  to 
eiecute  the  sentence.  In  April  1663,  or 
about  that  time,  ten  women  were  brought 
in  to  Edinburgh  from  Kirkcudbright,  for 
a  tiunult  there,  and  were  for  some  time 
kqit  in  prison,  and  afterwards  pilloried, 
with  papers  on  their  foreheads  signifying 
their  fault.*'  But  I  come  to  give  the 
detail  of  this  matter,  as  I  have  it  in  the 
council  books. 

May  5th,  the  chancellor  having  written  a 
misdve  letter  to  the  magistrates  of  Kirk- 
cudbright, for  finding  out  the  persons 
most  guilty  of  the  tumult  lately  there,  and 
ordsdned  them  to  be  cited  before  the 
council  this  day;  and  if  any  women  be 
guilty,  that  their  husbands,  fiithers,  masters, 
or  such  as  have  the  charge  of  them,  be 
cited.  In  obedience  thereunto,  at  the  ma- 
gistrates' instance,  compeared  Adam  Gum- 
quhen,    John    Halliday,  John    M'Staffen, 

Alexander  Maclean, Renthoun,  John 

Carsan,  Alexander  M'Key,  indwellers  in 
the  said  burgh,  who  being  examined,  denied 
any  hand  in  the  tumult.  M'Staifen  and 
Maclean  are  ordained  to  find  caution  to 
produce  their  wives  before  the  council, 
and  the  rest  to  enter  their  persons  in 
the  tolbooth  of  Edinburgh,  till  they  ex- 
hibit their  wives  who  were  present  at  the 
said  tumult;  and  ordain  James  Hunter  in 
Kirkcudbright,  cited  and  not  compearing, 
to  be  denounced:  but  the  council  in  their 
great  zeal  in  this  matter,  go  fiu'ther,  and 
appoint  a  committee  to  go  and  inquire  into 
that  affair  in  the  south,  and  send  in  part 
of  the  armv  with  them.  The  act  and  com- 
mission  is  as  follows. 

"  The  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council, 
being  certainly  informed  of  the  very  great 
insolencies  committed  in  the  burgh  of  Kirk- 
cudbright, and  parish  of  Irongray,  by  the 
tumultuary  rising  of  divers  persons  within 
the  same,  and  in  a  barbarous  manner  oppos- 


were  appointed  and  came  to  serve  there 
and  their  offering  and  committing  several 
abuses  and  indignities  upon  Che  persons  of 
the  said  ministere,  to  the  high  and  great 
contempt  of  his  maiesty's  authority,  and  the 
disquieting  of  the  government  both  of  church 
and  state ;  as  also  that  there  is  no  settled 
magistracy  and  government  fntfain  the  said 
burgh,  as  has  been  vrithin  the  same,  and 
that  severals  who  hove  been  chosen  to 
exerce  the  office  of  the  magistracy,  do  refuse 
to  accq[>t  of  the  same;  whereby  the  said 
town  is  left  desolate  of  civil  policy  and  the 
inhabitants  at  liberty  to  do  what  they  please: 
the  said  lords  of  council,  in  consideration 
thereof,  and  of  the  great  trust  reposed  in 
them  by  his  majesty,  do  appoint  and  com- 
missionate  the  earls  of  Linlithgow,  Galloway, 
and  Annandale,  the  lord  Drumlanerk,  and 
Sir  John  Wauchop  of  Niddry,  or  any  two 
of  them,  to  repair  to  those  places,  at  such 
times  as  they  shall  think  fit,  and  to  call  sU 
the  persons  who  Lave  been  cither  plotters 
of,  conmiitters,  or  assisters  to,  or  connrrers 
at  the  insolencies  and  abuses  foresaid ;  and 
after  hearing  of  them  to  examine  witnesses, 
and  receive  all  other  needful  probation  for 
proving  what  shall  be  laid  to  their  charge ; 
and  if  thereafter,  the  sud  commissioners,  or 
quorum  foresaid,  shall  find  just  ground, 
that  they  secure  their  persons,  and  send 
such  of  them  to  Edinbui^h,  as  they  shall 
think  fit,  to  that  effect,  or  take  sufficient 
caution  from  them,  to  answer  before  the 
lords  of  council,  the  day  of 

under  such  penalties  as  the  commissioners 
shall  think  fit.  And  also,  that  they  ex- 
amine and  try  upon  what  account,  and  for 
what  cause  there  are  not  magistrates  in  the 
said  burgh,  who  exerce  their  offices  as  for- 
merly; and  if  they  see  it  meet  and  just, 
that  they  either  incarcerate,  or  take  bond 
under  caution  and  penalty,  of  such  as  they 
shall  find  to  have  been  obstructers  of  a  civfl 
and  lawful  government,  as  formerly,  within 
the  said  burgh,  or  such  as  have  been  lawfully 
chosen,  and  refuse  to  accept  and  exerce 
their  offices  without  just  cause.  And  sic- 
like,  that  they  see  a  formal  and  l^al  elec- 
tion, according  to  the  custom  of  the  said 
buiigh,  of  others  loyal  and  fiuthful  persons. 
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for  supplying  the  places  of  such  as  are  want- 
ing, or  who  refuse  to  accept :  otherwise,  by 
the  advioe  of  such  asare  well  affected  within 
the  said  burgh,  to  nominate  such  persons  as 
they  shall  think  fit,  for  discharging  the 
ofiice  of  magistracy,  and  ruling  the  people 
within  the  said  burgh,  till  further  order.  As 
also,  that  the  said  commissioners,  if  they 
shall  see  cause,  call  for  the  charters,  rights, 
and  securities,  made  and  granted  in  &vours 
of  the  said  burgh,  and  concerning  their 
privileges  and  liberties,  to  the  efiect  they 
may  be  secured  and  exhibited  before  the 
parliament  or  council.  And  likewise,  to  be 
aiding  and  assisting  to  the  bishops  of  the 
Tcspetidve  dioceses,  for  settling  such  minis- 
ten  in  those  places,  as  they  shall  ordain 
and  appoint. 

''And  for  the  more  exact  performance 
of  the  premises,  that  the  said  earl  of  Lin- 
lithgow cause  march  alongst  with  him,  an 
hundred  horse,  and  two  hundred  foot  of  his 
majesty's  guards,  or  such  other  number  as 
he  shall  think  fit,  to  the  efiect  such  as  will 
not  willingly  submit  and  give  obedience, 
may  be  forced  thereunto.  And  for  the  en- 
tertaining the  said  horse  and  foot,  tlie  said 
eari  is  hereby  empowered,  either  to  take 
free  quarters  within  the  said  burgh,  and 
parish  of  Irongray,  or  then,  with  concourse 
of  the  magistrates  of  the  said  burgh,  or  such 
others  in  the  said  places  as  he  shall  call  for, 
to  raise  so  much  money  off  the  burgh  and 
and  parish,  as  will  sadsfy  the  said  horsemen 
and  footmen,  at  thirty  shillings  Scots  to 
each  horseman,  and  twelve  shillings  to  each 
fbotman  per  diem^  during  their  abode  there, 
by  and  attour  the  paying  the  officers  their 
ordinary  pay.  With  power  also  to  the  said 
commissioners,  by  force  of  arms,  to  suppress 
all  meetings  or  insurrections  of  the  people, 
if  any  shall  happen.  And,  if  need  be,  that 
the  said  conunisnoners  shall  call  to  their  aid 
and  assistance,  thesheriffs,  stcwarts,heritable 
bailies,  and  others  within  the  sheriiTdom  of 
Galloway,  and  stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright, 
and  all  noblemen,  gentlemen,  Stewarts, 
heritable  bailies,  and  others  his  majesty's 
good  subjects  within  those  bounds,  with 
command  to  them  readily  to  answer,  obey, 
assist,  and  concur  with  the  said  commis- 
sioners,  to  the   dfect   foresaid,   as   they 
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shall  be  required.  And  tliat  the 
said  commissioners  make  report  to 
the  counril  or  parliament  of  their  diligence  in 

the  premises,  bet^mt  and  the day  of 

June  next  to  come. 

**  Glencaim  chancellor,  Morton,  Sinclair, 
J.  Gilmour,  Primrose,  Jo.  Fletcher,  Geo. 
Mackenzie,  Sir  Rob.  Murray." 

When  this  commission  is  granted,  the 
cxmncil  join  with  it  an  order,  that  five  hun- 
dred pounds  sterling  be  advanced  by  the 
receivers  of  the  excise  to  the  soldiers,  as 
part  payment  of  their  pay;  with  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  pounds  sterling  to  the  earl 
of  Linlithgow,  and  fifly  pounds  to  the  laird 
of  Niddry,  for  bearing  their  charges. 

That  such  a  sputter  should  be  made 
because  a  few  women  in  two  parishes  had  put 
some  affronts  upon  the  curates,  when  forced 
in  upon  them,  may  seem  odd  enough,  and 
could  not  fail  to  increase  the  dislike  the  peo- 
ple in  the  southern  shires  had  against  them. 
I  scarce  know  what  could  have  been  done 
further,  if  the  highest  acts  of  treason  had  been 
committed:  but  the  general  aversation  of 
that  part  of  the  country  from  prelacy,  and  the 
complaints  of  the  bishops  upon  that  score, 
put  them  on  those  harsh  measures ;  and  we 
shall  after  this  meet  with  a  constant  tract  of 
oppression  and  devastation  in  that  comer,  till 
they  were  forced  to  the  rising  in  Pentland. 
And  for  about  twenty-four  years,  the  west 
and  south  of  Scotland  were  the  continual 
scene  of  such  severities :  but  I  go  on  to  the 
procedure  of  these  commissioners.  June  9th, 
they  make  their  report  to  the  council,  and 
it  is  very  large ;  I  shall  give  as  short  and 
distinct  an  abstract  of  it  as  I  can,  that  we 
may  have  some  view  of  this  first  public  step 
of  heavy  oppression  of  country  people^  for 
their  adherence  to  thdr  principles,  and 
aversion  to  prelacy.  Their  report  was 
given  in  in  writ,  and  is  in  short. 

**  At  Kirkcudbright^  May  25th,  1663. 

*  In  obedience  to  our  commission,  we 
having  met  at  sundry  diets,  and  caused 
convene  before  us  such  persons  as  were 
committers  of,  or  assisters  at  the  tumult  at 
Kirkcudbright,  to  wit,  Agnes  Maxwell,  and 
about  thirty-two  women,  (most  of  them 
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widows  and  servants,  who  need  not  be  carried  prisoner  to  Edinbmgfa  under  a 
be  named  here)  with   John  lord  guard.    And  finding  by  deporidoo  of  wit- 
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Kirkcudbright,  John  Garsan  of  8ennick, 
and  John  Euart ;  and  after  hearing  depo- 
sitions and  confessions,  find  Agnes  Aba- 
well,  Christian  M'Cavers,  Jean  Rennie, 
Marion  Brown,  and  Janet  Bjglaw,  are 
guilty  of,  and  have  been  most  active  in 
the  said  abuse,  and  ordain  their  persons 
to  be  carried  prisoners  under  a  guard  to 
Edinburgh,  to  answer  before  the  council. 
And  Bessie  Lawrie,  with  thirteen  others, 
have  been  accessory  thereto;  and  ordain 
them  to  be  imprisoned  till  they  find  caution 
to  appear  before  the  coundl,  under  the 
pain  of  a  hundred  pounds  sterling  each. 
Helen  Crackin,  and  some  others  are  found 
absent,  and  left  to  the  sheriff  of  Mlgtoun 
and  magistrates  of  Kirkcudbright,  to  appre- 
liend  and  imprison.  And  finding  by  John 
lord  Kirkcudbright's  own  confession,  and 
the  depositions  of  witnesses,  that  he  said, 
'  If  the  minister  came  in  there,  he  should 
come  in  over  his  belly  and  that  he  should 
lose  his  fortune,*  or  some  such  words, 
'  before  he  should  be  preacher  there  ;*  and 
that  by  his  own  confes&ion,  he  acknowledges 
the  receipt  of  my  lord  chancellor's  letter 
before  the  tumult,  and  that  he  refused  to 
compesce  the  same;  and  that  he  declared, 
'if  the  minister  had  come  in  by  his  pre- 
sentation, he  should  have  commanded  as 
many  men  as  would  have  compesced  the 
tumult,  ^d  bound  them  hand  and  foot;* 
and  therefore  we  declare  him  guilty  of  the 
insurrection,  and  ordain  him  to  be  carried 
prisoner  to  Edinbui^gh  by  a  guard.  The 
said  John  Carsan  of  Sennick,  being  lately 
provost  of  the  said  burgh,  and  having  great 
interest  therein,  and  being  with  tlie  lord 
Kirkcudbrigth  in  the  town  in  the  time  of 
the  tumult,  and  desired  by  James  Thomson 
commissary  to  go  with  the  rest  to  compesce 
the  tumult,  stud  scornfully,  *  by  what  author- 
ity could  he  go  ?'  and  when  the  commissary 
offered  his  authority,  he  said,  '  his  authority 
was  more  over  the  dead  than  over  the 
living:*  as  also,  that  he  being  a  commis- 
sioner of  the  assize,  refused  his  advice  or 
concurrence  to    compescing   the   tumult; 


nesMS,  that  John  Euart,  late  provoat  of 
Kiriccudbright,  being  denred  to  gtrt  hk 
advice  for  competdng  the  tumult,  he  re* 
fiised  the  same,  alleging  he  was  not  a 
counsdlor.  We  find  that  at  the  last  dectioo 
he  was  chosen  provoet,  and  without  any 
just  cause  reftised  to  sccept  of  his  office^ 
whereupon  we  declare  him  to  be  the  diief 
cause  why  the  magistrates  did  not  exerce 
their  office  for  the  said  borg^ :  and  finding, 
that  notwithstanding  of  his  foresaid  refiisal, 
he  has  sitten  as  a  commissioDer  of  the 
exdse,  and  having  tendered  to  him  the 
declaration  of  parliament,  he  refused  to 
subscribe  it ;  wherefore  we  ordain  him  like- 
wise to  be  carried  to  Edinburgh  under  a 
guard.  They  add,  that,  according,  to  the 
set  of  the  burgh,  a  new  council  was  chosen, 
and  magistrates,  Mr.  William  Euart  provost, 
John  Newall  and  Robert  Olendonyng  bailies, 
and  John  Livingstone  treasurer,  who  accept- 
ed in  terms  of  law;  and  they  signed  a  bond 
in  their  own  name,  and  of  the  haili  inhsb- 
itants  of  the  place,  binding  and  obliging 
them,  and  ilk  one  of  them,  conjunctly  snd 
severally,  during  their  public  trust,  that  they 
and  all  their  inhabitants  within  thdr  public 
liberties,  should  fix>m  the  day  and  date 
thereof  behave  themselves  loyally  and  peace- 
ably, and  in  all  things  conform  to  his 
majesty's  laws  made  and  to  be  made, 
both  in  civil  and  ecclesiastical  afl^rs ;  and 
that  they  should  with  all  diligence  exe- 
cute any  commands  that  are  or  should 
be  directed  to  them,  during  the  said  time, 
that  flow  from  any  authority  derived  firom 
the  sacred  majesty  of  our  dread  sovereign : 
as  also,  that  they  should  protect  the  lord 
bishop  of  Galloway,  and  the  minister  of  their 
burgh,  who  should  be  established  there,  and 
any  other  ministers  that  are  or  shall  be 
established  by  authority;  and  that  they 
should  fulfil  all  the  above  particulars,  under 
the  penalty  of  eighteen  thousand  merks 
Scots,  to  be  paid  by  tLem,  or  any  of  them, 
within  a  month  after  they  shall  be  declared 
guilty  by  the  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy 
council.    Which  was  subscribed  in  our  pre- 


therefore  we  dechre  him  to  have  Viad  accea-\  scivct,  «cv^  ^fi  \ret»«»cft  of  the  community  of 
sha  to  the  tumult,  and  ordwn  \u8  ywtsoiv  io\  xVi^  ««k^\i>w^,«^^  ^^«^\axi»r 
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"  At  Dumfries,  Majf  SOih,  16G3. 

"  In  pursuance  of  the  foresaid  comtnis- 
aion,  as  to  the  trial  of  the  abuse  lately  at 
Irongrmy,  we  caused  cite  before  us  William 
Amot  of  Littlef>ark,  Geoige  Rome  of  Beoch, 
and  several  other  persons  said  to  be  con- 
cerned therein ;  and  after  we  had  examined 
witnesses,  we  found  that  there  had  been 
aeverai  unlawful  convocations  of  the  people 
of  that  place,  for  the  opposing  of  the  ad- 
mission of  Mr.  Bernard  Sanderson  to  be 
preacher  at  the  said  parish,  especially  against 
the  serving  of  his  edict,  and  thereafter 
hindering  Mr.  John  Wisheart  to  preach, 
who  was  to  have  admitted  the  said  Mr. 
Bernard.  By  the  said  depositions  we  find, 
that  the  said  William  Amot  did  keep 
several  meetings  before  the  tumult;  and 
that,  when  he  was  desired  and  required  by 
the  messengers  who  went  to  serve  the 
edict,  to  assist  to  hold  the  women  off  them, 
he  declared,  he  neither  could  nor  would  do 
it ;  that  he  drew  his  sword  and  set  his  back 
to  the  kirk  door,  and  said,  **  let  me  see  who 
will  place  a  minister  here  this  day."  There- 
fi>re  we  find  him  guilty  of  the  said  tumult, 
and  ordain  him  to  be  sent  into  Edinbui^ 
under  a  guard.  We  find  Geoi^  Rome  of 
Beoch  accessory,  as  being  present  upon  the 
place,  and  not  concurring  for  compescing  of 
the  tumult,  and  ordain  him  to  go  to  prison 
until  he  find  caution,  under  five  thousand 
merks,  to  appear  before  the  council  when 
called.  And  as  to  the  rest  of  the  persons, 
we  find  there  hath  been  a  great  convocation 
and  tumult  of  women ;  but,  by  reason  there 
is  no  special  probation  of  any  persons  par- 
ticular miscan^ing,  more  than  their  being 
there  present  at  the  tumult,  we  thought 
fit  to  ordain  the  whole  party  of  horse  and 
foot  to  be  quartered  upon  the  said  parish 
of  Irongray,  upon  free  quarters,  until  Mon- 
day next;  and  that  the  whole  heritors  of 
the  said  parish  give  bond,  upon  the  penalty 
of  one  hundred  pounds  sterling,  for  their 
future  loyal  behaviour,  conform  to  the  bond 
g^ren  at  Kirkcudbright :  and  recommended 
to  the  sheriff  of  Kidsdale,  to  apprehend 
and  try  some  who  had  not  compeared,  and 
report  to  the  parliament  or  cound^  betwixt 
and  the  28tb  of  June.    And  they  order 


16G3. 


ten  pounds  sterling  to  their  two 
clerks,  as  much  to  three  messengers, 
and  twenty  shillings  to  an  officer  who 
waited  on  them,  to  be  paid  by  the  heritors 
of  Irongray,  if  the  coundl  think  fit. 

**  AlVKAXDALB,  GaLLOWAY, 

D&UMLAME&K,  J.  WAUCUOr.** 

LXMLITHOOW, 

This  day  the  council  do  no  more  upon  die 
giving  in  of  this  report,  save  the  appoint- 
mg  of  a  committee  to  examine  the  earl  of 
Linlithgow's  accounts  of  his  charges  in  the 
said  commission.  And  five  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Kirkcudbright,  who  had  been  im- 
prisoned, when  appearing  for  their  wives,  as 
we  heard,  are  set  at  liberty  by  the  councO, 
their  wives  having  found  caution  at  Kirk- 
oudbright,  after  they  had  found  caution  in 
the  council  books,  "  to  live  peaceably  and 
submissively  to  the  present  government  in 
church  and  state,  and  give  all  due  deference 
to  the  bishop  of  the  diocese,  the  magistrates 
and  minister  of  the  place,  and  keep  their 
parish  kirk,  and  if  any  tumults  be,  that  they 
shall  endeavour  to  conipesce  the  same." 

No  more  offers  about  this  matter  till  July 
14th.  The  council  having  considered  the 
report,  and  the  instructions  of  the  earl  of 
Linlithgow  and  the  commissioners,  find, 
"  that  they  have  proceeded  diligently  and 
legally  in  execution  of  the  trust  reposed  in 
them,  performed  good  service  to  his  majesty 
and  the  kingdom,  and  approve  and  ratify 
what  they  have  done,  and  render  them 
thanks;  particularly  to  the  said  earl,  who 
has  by  the  troops  under  his  command, 
ended  the  tumults,  and  left  a  party  of 
guards  at  the  town  of  Kirkcudbright  to 
keep  the  peace,  and  recommend  him  for  his 
expenses  to  the  exchequer;  and  add  the 
earls  of  Montrose  and  Eglinton  to  those 
formerly  appointed,  to  consider  of  the 
business  of  Kirkcudbright  and  Irongray,  to 
consider  the  temper  and  disposition  of  the 
prisoners,  with  power  to  call  before  them 
the  laird  of  Earlston,  who  is  under  bond  to 
compear,  and  report.** 

August  1 3th,  the  lords  baring  considered 
several  petitions  of  the  prisoners  from 
Kirkcudbright  and  Irongray,  and  the  report 
of  the  comtmB!noti«t%  leox  v>  ^^  ^>ss!^r| 
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do  find,  **  John  Caraan  of  Sennick,   lords  prorogate  the  execution  of  his  bcq- 
John  Euart,  late  provost  of  Kirk-   tence  while  the  fint  day  of  March  next  to 
tudbrighty  and  William  Amot  of  Littlepark  i  come,  and  give  warrant  for  his  liberation. 


in  Irongray,  to  liave  been  most  guilty  of  the  j  on  his  giving  bond  to  keep  his  majsst/s 
abuses  and  disorders  there,  and  fine  John  { peace  in  the  meantime.  The  same  day 
Carsan  in  the  sum  of  eight  thousand  merks,   John  Carsan  supplicates  for  a  mitigation  of 


and  the  said  William  Amot  in  the  sum  of 
five  thousand  merks;  and  them  to  find 
caution  before  they  depart  fcom  prison,  to 
pay  the  said  sums  to  his  majesty's  exchequer 
betwixt  and  Martinmas  next,  with  certifica- 
tion if  they  fail,  they  shall  be  banished  out 
of  the  kingdom :  and  ordain  and  command 

m  •      ■         WT*1I*  A  «S«*«  l.V  ■ 


his  fine,  seeing  he  was  not  present  »t  the 
tumult,  nor  had  his  residence  for  a  long 
time  in  the  burgh  of  Kirkcudbright;  and 
that  he  being  in  no  public  onployment 
for  many  years,  did  not  coDceire  himself 
concerned  to  meddle  in  that  particular; 
and  such  a  fine  would  be  the  ruin  of  his 


the  said  William  Amot,  betwixt  and  the  j  family.  The  council  mitigate  the  fine  to 
85th  of  October  next  to  come,  to  make  four  thousand  merks,  and  ordain  him  to  be 
public  acknowledgment  of  his  offences  two  liberate  upon  hb  giving  bond  to  pay  the 
several  Sabbatlis  at  the  kirk  of  Irongray  'same  at  Martinmas  next.  'N^illiam  Amot 
before  that  congregation.  Likeas  the  aaid  of  Littlepark  petitions  for  a  mitigation,  m 
lords  do  banish  the  said  John  Euart  forth  regard  he  has  not  so  much  in  all  the  world 
of  this  realm  for  his  offence,  and  ordain  and  ;  as  the  fine,  and  his  acting  m  the  late  dis- 
command  him  forth  of  the  same  betwixt   orders  at  Irongray,  was  not  from  any  dis- 


and  this  day  twenty  days,  not  to  be  seen 
therein  at  any  time  hereafter,  without  license 
from  his  majesty  or  the  council,  at  his 
highest  peril. 

"  And  the  said  lords  finding  Agnes  Max- 
well, Marion  Brown,  Jean  Rennie,  Christian 
M' Cavers,  and  Janet  Biglaw,  to  have  been 
most  active  in  the  said  tumult,  do  ordain 
them,  betwixt  and  the  15th  day  of  Sep- 
tember next  to  come,  to  stand  two  several 
market  days  at  the  market-cross  of  Kirk- 
cudbright, ilk  day  for  the  spuce  of  two 
hours,  with  a  paper  on  their  face,  bearing 
their  fault  to  be  for  contempt  of  his  majesty's 
authority,  and  raising  a  tumult  in  the  said 
town ;  and  ordain  them  before  they  depart 
out  of  prison,  to  enact  themselves  in  the 


loyalty  to  his  majesty,  for  whom  he  had 
appeared  and  suffered  not  a  little  in  his 
worldly  interests  under  the  usurpation,  ai 
the  noblemen  and  gentlemen  about  hhn 
know.  The  lords  mitigate  the  fine  to  a 
thousand  merks,  and  continue  his  public 
appearances  afler  divine  worship  in  the 
church  of  Irongray,  as  above. 

This  is  all  I  meet  with  in  the  roisters 
upon  this  head.  The  rest  of  the  men,  who 
were  imprisoned  for  their  wives'  alleged  ac- 
cession to  the  tumult,  after  sixteen  weeks* 
imprisonment  at  Edinburgh,  were  liberate, 
upon  giving  bond  to  live  peaceably.  I  fmd 
nothing  further  about  the  lord  Kirkcudbri^ 
neither  know  I  what  course  was  taken  with 
him.     I  find  my  lord  Kirkcudbright  joining 


books  of  «:ouncil,  to  give  obedience  to  this ;   with  the  lord  Warriston,  Mr.  Andrew  Cant, 
and  the  ms^trates  of  Kirkcudbright   to  ;  and  others,  1658,  in  giving  in  reasons  why 


execute  the  sentence;  and  if  they  fail 
or  delay  so  to  do,  that  they  cause  whip 
them  through  the  suid  town,  and  banish 
them  forth  of  the  same,  and  the  liberties 
thereof." 

August  25t!i,  John  Euart  petitions  the 
council  that  his  sentence  mav  be  miti^tcd, 
by  reason  of  his  ill  state  of  health,  after 
twelve  weeks'  imprisonment,  the  circum- 
stances of  his  wife  and  family ;  and  that  the 
only  ground  of  his  sentence  was  his  keeping 
his  house  in  the  time  of  the  tumult.    The 


they  could  not  own  that  assembly  till  they 
had  a  conference,  even  before  the  choice  of 
a  moderator ;  and  his  being  among  the  pro- 
testers, probably  made  it  fare  the  worse  with 
him  now. 

It  was  when  those  commissioners  from 
the  council  were  in  the  south,  that  the 
troubles  of  that  worthy  gentleman,  the  laird 
of  Earlston  began.  All  I  have  upon  this, 
save  what  follows  afterwards  from  the  regis- 
ters, I  shall  give  from  the  original  papers* 
communicated  lately  to  me  by  Ins  grandchild, 
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the  present  laird  of  Earbton.  The  commis- 
siouers  knew  Eariston's  firmness  to  presby- 
tcrian  principles,  and  were  willing  to  bring 
1dm  either  to  comply  In  settling  on  episcopal 
minister  at  Dairy,  where  he  was  patron,  or 
if  he  refiised,  which  they  had  reason  to 
expect  he  would,  to  bring  him  to  trouble. 
Accordingly  they  write  the  following  letter 
to  him,  which  I  give  firom  the  original. 

*'  Kirkcudbright,  2l8t  May,  16G3. 

•Sir, 

**  We  doubt  not  but  you  heard,  that  the 
lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council  have 
commissionate  us  to  come  to  tliis  countr)*, 
as  to  take  course  with  the  seditious  tumult 
raised  in  this  place,  so  to  do  every  thing  that 
may  contribute  to  the  settling  of  the  peace 
here,  and  to  be  assisting  to  the  bishop  for 
pluiting  of  other  vacant  churches,  by  the 
withdrawing  of  the  respective  ministers : 
and  finding  the  church  of  Dairy  to  be  one 
of  those,  and  that  the  bishop  hath  presented 
an  actual  minister,  Mr.  George  Henry,  fit 
and  qualified  for  the  charge,  now  being,  ac- 
cording to  the  act  of  parliament,  fallen  into 
his  hand,  jure  devotuio^  and  that  the  gentle- 
man is  to  come  to  your  parish  this  Sabbath 
next  to  preach  to  that  people,  and  that  you 
are  a  person  of  special  interest  there;  accord- 
ing to  the  power  and  trust  committed  to  us, 
we  do  require,  you  to  cause  his  edict  be 
served,  and  the  congregation  convene,  and 
to  countenance  him  so  as  he  be  encouraged 
to  prosecute  his  ministry  in  that  place.  In 
doing  whereof,  as  you  will  witness  your 
respect  to  authority,  so  oblige  us  to  remmn, 

"Sir, 
"  Your  loving  friends  and  servants, 

«  LlNUTHGOW,  AnKANDALE, 

Galloway,  Dkumlamebk." 

Earlston  presently  gave  them  a  return, 
which  I  transcribe  from  the  copy  he  kept, 
under  his  own  hand. 

<*  For  the  ngfUhonnurable,  and  hit  very  no6ie 
lord,  wy  lord  LinJUhgoio,  and  remanent 
nobles  at  Kirkcudbright. 

«  Eariston,  May  2S<1,  166S. 

**  Right  honourable, 
*  And  ray  very  noble  lords,  I  received 
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this  day  an  express  from  your  i^^* 
lordships,  by  Mr.  George  Henry; 
whercunto  for  answer,  as  to  what  relates 
to  the  bearer,  I  humbly  entreat  your  lord- 
ships will  be  pleased  to  look  upon  me  as 
one  who  has  been  educated  from  my  youth 
hitherto,  to  know  my  duty  to  God,  and  ail 
such  whom  he  has  placed  in  authority 
over  his  people.  I  am  not  ignorant,  my 
lords,  that  my  allegiance  obligeth  me  (bende 
other  engagements)  to  serve  the  king's 
majesty  with  my  person  and  fortune,  and 
I  tnist  your  lordships  will  permit  me  (be- 
cause it  is  my  duty)  to  keep  in  nil  things 
a  good  conscience  towards  God:  yet,  if 
these  should  thwart  in  any  case,  I  have  ever 
judged  it  safest  to  obey  God,  and  stand  at  a 
distance  with  whatsomever  doth  not  tend  to 
God's  !;Iory  nnd  the  edification  of  the  souls 
of  his  scattered  people,  of  which  that  con- 
legation  is  a  part.  And  besides,  my  lords, 
it  is  known  to  many,  that  I  pretend  and  lay 
claim  to  the  right  of  patronage  of  that 
parish,  and  has  already  (before  the  time  ap- 
pointed, by  the  last  parliament  did  prescribe) 
determined  therein  with  consent  of  the 
people,  to  a  truly  worthy  and  qualified 
person,  and  an  actual  minister,  if  he  may  be 
admitted  to  exercise  his  gift  among  that 
people ;  and  for  me  to  condescend  to  coun- 
tenance the  bearer  of  your  lordships'  letter, 
were  to  procure  me  most  impiously  and  dis- 
honourably to  wrong  the  majesty  of  God, 
and  violently  to  take  Bwny  the  Christian 
liberty  of  his  a£flicted  people,  and  enervate 
my  own  right.  "Wherefore,  please  your 
lordships,  believe  me  it  is  grievous  to  me 
that  I  um  not  in  capacity  in  the  present  case 
to  give  your  lordships  that  hearty  obedience 
and  real  observance,  that  othemise  I  am 
most  free  to  perform  to  the  meanest  in  whom 
any  of  your  lordships  may  be  concerned, 
seeing  I  have  ever  hitherto  made  it  my  study 
to  testify  my  duty  to  your  lordships,  as  my 
superiors  whom  God  has  established  as 
judges  over  me  under  his  majesty,  to  whoso 
authority  I  shall  (as  hitherto)  be  most 
ready  to  witness  all  due  respects,  as  doth 
become, 

"  My  noble  lords, 

«  Your  lordships*  most  real  friend, 
and  humble  servant.'* 
3  a 


570 


1603. 


UpOD 


THE  HISTORY  OP  THE  SUFFERINGS  f  BOOK  t. 

this  he  18   cited  before  t  messengert  to  chmtgt  the  laid  Mr.  Jamet  to 


the  council ;  and  we  shall  afterward  j  appear  before  them    the  2Sd  inatant,   to 


ne  what  unprecedented  hardships  he  met 
with  there,  from  the  council  books.  I  now 
return  to  the  suficrings  of  other  persons  this 
year. 

We  hove  seen  bj  the  former  acts,  that 
the  ministers  who  were  not  reached  by  the 
act  at  Glasgow,  were  restricted  and  confined 
to  their  own  parishes,  as  a  large  prison ;  and 
many  others  confined  to  particular  places, 
which  was  very  uneasy  to  them.  They  be- 
hoved, upon  every  civil  afiiiir,  to  apply  to 
the  council  for  liberty  to  come  out  of  their 
confinement.  An  instance  or  two  of  this 
will  suffice. — May  84th,  **  Anent  a  petition 
presented  by  Mr.  James  M'Gill,  late  minister 
at  Laigo,  showing,  that  umquhile  James 
viscount  of  Oxenford  has  nominated  hun 
with  several  othors,  tutors  testamentars  to 
hii  children;  and  a  meeting  of  the  said 
tutors  is  appointed  at  Edinburgh  next  week, 
and  letters  are  come  to  the  petitioner  to 
keep  that  meeting  predsely,  which  he  cannot 
do  being  under  restraint,  and  therefore 
craves  warrant  for  that  effect.  The  council 
allows  him  to  r^air  to  Edinburgh,  or  any 
where  else,  for  doing  of  his  necessary  afiairsy 
for  the  space  of  one  month,  and  hereby  take 
ofi*  his  restraint  during  that  time.** — That 
same  day, "  The  lords  of  council  having 
considered  a  petition  from  Mr.  John  M'Giil» 
late  minister  at  Coupar,  and  now  doctor 
of  medicine,  desiring,  that  the  restraint  put 
upon  him  not  to  return  to  this  kingdom  for 
a  year,  might  be  taken  off:  the  lords  of 
council  take  it  off*,  and  grant  the  said  Mr. 
John  liberty  to  return,  he  obliging  himself 
to  appear  before  them,  and  give  them 'satis- 
faction for  his  peaceable  behaviour.** 

In  July,  I  find  the  council  going  on  in 
their  prosecution  of  the  presbytcrian  minis- 
ters, in  several  comers  of  the  country,  whom 
the  bishops  behoved  to  be  rid  of.  July  14th, 
**  The  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council 
taking  to  their  consideration,  that  Mr.  James 
Wood,  late  principal  of  the  college  of  St. 
Andrew's,  did,  without  any  lawful  call  or 
warrant,  intrude  himself  upon  that  charge, 
and  as  yet  does  continue  to  exerce  the  same, 
notwithstanding  of  all  the  acts  of  parliament 
or  cotwdl  made    thereagainst,  do  ordain 


answer  to  the  prenuaes,  or  what  else  should 
be  laid  to  his  charge,  under  the  pain  of  re- 
bellion.**— Mr.  James  Wood  was  provost  of 
the  old  college  of  8t.  Andrews,  and  minister 
there,  and  one  of  the  brightest  lights  we  had 
in  this  church  during  this  period,  a  penon 
of  eminent  learning,  piety,  and  solidity,  and 
his  printed  books  show  his  abilities.  I  have 
been  informed  he  left  some  very  valuable 
manuscripts  behind  him,  particularly  a  com- 
plete refutation  of  the  Arminian  scheme  of 
doctrine,  ready  for  the  press.  Mr.  Shaip 
was  indebted  to  Mr. Wood  for  any  reputadoa 
he  had,  and  was  under  as  great  obligations 
to  him,  as  one  man  could  be  to  another. 
They  had  been  more  than  ordinarily  fiunilisr, 
and  now  the  primatecould  not  bear  his  con- 
tinuing at  St.  Andrews,  and  so  caused  dte 
him  before  the  coundL  July  23d,  Mr. 
Wood  compears.  He  was  asked  how  be 
came  to  be  provost  at  St.  Andrews.  When 
he  began  to  answer,  he  was  interrupted  in  a 
very  huffing  manner,  and  comnuuoded  to 
give  his  answer  in  a  word.  The  archbishop 
and  some  others  present  could  not  bear  his 
telling  them  some  truths  he  was  entering 
upon ;  and  when  he  saw  it  was  fruitleits  to 
insist,  he  told  them,  he  was  called  by  the 
faculty  of  that  college,  at  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  usurpers,  as  some  here,  added  be^ 
meaning  bishop  Sharp,  very  well  know. 
Whereupon  he  was  removed,  and  in  a  little 
called  in,  and  his  sentence  intimated  to  hioi, 
which  thus  stands  in  the  council  books: 
"  Mr.  James  Wood  being  called  to  answer 
for  intruding  himself  upon  the  office  of  prin- 
cipality of  the  old  college  of  St.  Andrci»-s, 
without  any  lawful  call,  and  as  yet  con- 
tinuing to  exercise  the  same,  compeared 
personally,  and  declared,  that  he  had  de- 
serted that  charge  upon  Friday  last.  In 
respect  whereof,  and  that  it  was  found  by 
the  said  Mr.  James  his  own  confession,  that 
he  had  no  right  but  a  pretended  call  from  the 
masters  of  that  coUc^,  and  an  act  of  the 
late  usurpers,  for  exercising  that  office,  the 
lords  of  council,  for  present,  do  declare  tho 
said  place  vacant,  and  ordiun  and  command 
him  to  confine  himself  within  the  city  of 
Edinbui^h,  and  not  to  depart  forth  thcfeof 
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while  Curthcr  order.  When  his  sentence 
was  intimate  to  him,  he  told  them,  *  he  was 
sorry  they  had  oondemtied  a  person  without 
hearing  hioi,  whom  they  could  not  charge 
with  the  breach  of  any  law." 

September  dOth,  a  petition  is  presented 
by  Mr.  Wood,  showing,  that  in  obedience 
to  the  council's  act,  he  had  remained  those 
dirers  weeks  at  Edinbui^sh,  and  is  content 
still  to  continue  there;  but  by  reason  his 
father  is  extremely  sick,  and  that  be  hath 
scTeral  necessary  af&irs  to  do  at  St.  Andrews, 
humbly  therefore  desiring  liberty  and  war- 
rant for  that  effect.  **  Which  petition  being 
read,  with  a  testificate  of  the  petitioner  his 
father's  infirmity,  the  council  grant  license 
to  the  petitioner  to  go  to  St.  Andrews  to 
visk  his  said  father,  and  performing  his 
«ither  necessary  affairs,  he  always  returning 
when  he  shall  be  called  by  the  council." 
This  is  all  I  find  about  this  worthy  person : 
next  year,  we  shall  hear,  ho  gets  to  the  joy 
of  his  Lord,  and  some  bustle  is  made  about 
him  af^er  his  death. 

At  the  same  diet  of  the  council,  July 
14th,  an  attack  is  made,  at  the  bishop  o£ 
Glasgow  his  instigation,  against  some  worthy 
presbyterian  ministers  in  the  west  and  south. 
•*  The  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council, 
being  informed  of  the  turbulent  and  sedi- 
tious carriage  of  the  persons  underwritten, 
Messrs.  Alexander  Livingstone,  late  minister 
at  Biggar,  Matthew  M'Kail  at  Bbthwell, 
John  Guthrie  at  Tarbolton,  John  Blair  at 
Mauchlin,  John  Schaw  at  Selkridge,  Geoi^e 
Johnston  at  Ncwbottle,  John  Hardy  at 
Gordon,  Archibald  Hamilton  at  Wigton, 
George  Wauch  at  Kirkinuer,  and  Anthony 
Murray  at  Kirk  bean;  ordain  macers,  or 
messengers  at  arms,  to  charge  the  said  per- 
sons to  appear  before  them  the  23d  instant, 
to  answer  to  such  things  as  shall  be  laid  to 
their  charge,  under  the  pain  of  rebellion." — 
July  23d,  I  find  Messrs.  Hardy,  M'Kail 
and  Livingstone  compear,  and  are  **  con- 
tinued till  next  council  day,  and  in  the  mean- 
time ordained  and  commanded  to  confine 
themselves  within  the  city  of  Edinburgh, 
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That  Mine  day  the  coimdl  *ap*  Iggm 
point  the  lords  archbuhopi  of  SU 
Andrews  and  Glasgow,  the  narquii  of  Moa» 
trose,  the  lord  secretary,  and  register,  to 
wait  on  the  lord  commisnoncr  hit  grMCi 
to  think  on  a  general  course,  what  shall  be 
done  as  well  anent  those  ministers  that 
were  admitted  before  the  (ytar)  1649,  and 
carry  themselves  disobediently  to  the  laws 
of  the  kingdom,  as  those  who  were  admit- 
ted since;  and  to  report  thebr  opinion.**—- 
Whether  it  was  from  this  meeting  that  the 
following  prosecution  came,  or  not,  I  know 
not;  but  July  aoth,  **  The  lords  of  his  ma- 
jesty's privy  council,  being  informed  of  the 
factions  and  seditious  carriage  of  several 
ministers  in  the  west,  and  particularly  of 
Mr.  Matthew  Ramsay,  late  minister  at 
Old  Kirkpatrick,  BIr.  James  Walkinshaw  at 
Bademock,  Mr.  Hugh  Smith  at  Eastwood, 
Mr.  James  Hamilton  at  Blantyre,  or  Eglis- 
ham,  Mr.  James  Blair  at  Cathcart,  who,  in 
manifest  and  open  contempt  of  the  laws 
and  acts  of  parliament  and  council,  have 
taken  upon  them  to  eonvocate  great  multi- 
tudes of  his  majesty's  subjects,  for  hearing 
their  factious  and  seditious  sermons,  to  the 
great  scandal  of  religion,  and  prejudice  to 
the  government  of  the  church :  wherefore 
they  ordain  a  charge  to  be  given  them  per- 
sonally, and  fiuling  that,  at  the  head  burgh 
of  the  shire  and  its  market-cross,  where  they 
live,  and  at  thdr  late  manses  and  dwelling- 
houses,  and  at  the  market-cross  of  Edin- 
burgh, to  answer  for  their  contempt,  under 
pain  of  rebellion;  with  certification  they 
shall  be  denounced  rebels."  Many  of  those 
ministers  now  cited,  and  Mr.  M'Kail  for- 
merly cited,  lay  pretty  near  the  city  of  Glas- 
gow, and  the  people  flocked  out  to  hear 
diem,  which  grated  the  archbishop  and  those 
he  had  put  in  under  him,  and  so  they  re- 
solved to  have  them  banished  at  some  dis- 
tance from  them.  This  was  the  case  like- 
wise of  Mr.  James  Cuningham  miiustcr  at 
Lasswade,  a  little  fiom  Edinburgh,  who,  I 
find,  was  brought  to  trouble  at  this  time, 
but  I  have  not  met  with  him  in  the  council 


and  not  depart  therefrom  without  license,    books. 


and  that  they  do  not  presume  in  the 
meantime  to  keep  pri\'ate  meetings  and 
conventicles." 


July  30th,  **  Mr.  John  Hardy,  minister  of 
Gordon,  being  cited  to  answer  for  his  con- 
tempt of  the  law,  in  preaching  afler  he  was 
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16fl^  discharged"  (this  is  ft  good  com- 
menUry  upon  the  factious  and  se- 
ditious carriage  of  the  ministers  now  dted) 
**  compeared,  and  having,  in  face  of  council, 
acknowledged  that  he  had  done  so:  the 
lords  of  council  find,  that  he  hath  highly 
contemned  his  majesty's  laws  and  authority; 
and  therefore  do  declare  his  place  vacant, 
and  ordain  him  within  fourteen  days  to 
remove  himself  and  family  twenty  miles  dis- 
tant fcom  the  said  parish  of  Gordon,  and 
discharge  him  to  reside  within  six  miles  of 
any  cathedral  church,  or  three  miles  of  a 
royal  burgh,  in  time  coming.*  With  certi- 
fication if  he  fiadl,  he  shall  be  pursued  and 
punished  as  a  seditious  person,  and  con- 
temner of  his  majesty's  authority."  This  is 
a  prelude  to  the  mile  act  we  have  formerly 
heard  the  council  passed  next  council  day, 
August  1 3th,  which  pretty  much  spared 
them  the  trouble  of  any  more  particular 
prosecutions.  And  that  act  would  seem  to 
be  the  issue  of  that  meeting,  just-  now  nar- 
rated, of  the  two  archbishops,  secretary,  and 
commissioner;  however  they  go  on  with 
such  as  had  been  cited  before  them. 

August  IBth,  Mr.  Matthew  M'Kail  and 
Mr.  Alexander  Livingstone,  late  ministers, 
confined  within  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  bdng 
called,  compeared.  The  lords  after  hearing 
of  them,  ordain  the  said  Mr.  Matthew  to 
wait  on  the  lord  commissioner's  grace,  and 
Mr.  Livingstone  on  the  archbishop  of  Glas- 
gow, for  giving  them  satisfaction  as  to  their 
behaviour  and  carriage.  I  am  told  the 
archbishop  had  vowed,  Mr.  M'Knil  should 
never  preach  again  in  Bothwell,  but  it  did 
not  hold.  I  tliink  the  bishop  himself  scarce 
ever  saw  Glasgow  again ;  for  in  a  few  days 
after  his  riding  the  parliament,  at  its  rising 
he  died.*    And  Mr.  M*Kail  being  remitted 
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to  the  ooronustianer,  be  w«it  op  to  London 
without  doing  any  diing  in  his  aifiiir ;  and 
Mr.  M*Kail  ventured  back  to  Bothwdl,  and 
escaped  for  some  time.  I  hear,  that  Mr. 
Livingstone  was  confined  to  his  parish  till 
further  orders.  Mr.  George  Johnstoun  and 
Mr.  James  Cuninghnm  were  reached  by  the 
act  of  Glasgow,  jet  connived  at  by  the  in- 
fluence of  persons  of  note;  bat  now  with 
Mr.  BUdr  are  confined  to  the  north  side  of 
Tay.  I  have  nothing  further  about  them  ia 
the  registers. 

That  same  day,  **  Mr.  John  Blair,  lata 
minister,  compeared,  and,  being  examined, 
acknowledged,  that  notwithstanding  he  had 
been  admitted  since  the  year  1649,  he  bad, 
contrary  to  the  law,  exercised  the  minis- 
terial function,  by  preaching,  baptinng,  and 
marrying.  The  lords  do  discharge  him  to 
exercise  any  part  of  the  ministry  in  time 
coming,  without  warrant  from  his  ordinary 
where  he  shall  reside ;  and  ordain  and  com- 
mand him,  within  twenty  days,  to  remove 
himself  and  his  family  from  the  new  kirk  of 
Mauchlin  where  he  did  last  preach,  and  to 
remove  himself  beyond  the  river  of  Ness, 
betwixt  and  the  first  day  of  October  next  lo 
come,  and  discharge  him  to  transgress  the 
bounds  of  his  confinement,  under  the  h^est 
peril. — Messrs.  Matthew  Ramsay,  Hugh 
Smith,  and  James  Wolkinshaw,  compearing 
this  day  to  answer  for  their  contempt  of 
authorif^',  in  preaching  and  keeping  conven- 
ticles contrary  to  law,  the  council  remit  Mr. 
Kamsay  to  the  archbishop  of  Glasgow,  to 
give  him  satisfaction,  and  inUmated  the  late 
act  of  council  of  the  13th  of  this  month  to 
Messrs.  Smitli  and  Walkinshaw,  and  ordain 
them  to  obey  it  at  their  peril."  This  is  all 
I  find  about  ministers  this  year,  and  we  shall 
meet  with  few  of  them  after  this  before  the 


*  This  wns  Fairfotil,  **a  very  pleasant  and 
facetious  man,  ini(inuatin((  and  crafty;  Init  he 
was  a  better  phvitirian  than  a  divine.  His  life 
warn  srarce  free  i'rom  scandal,  and  he  was  emi- 
nent in  nothing  that  belonged  to  his  own  func- 
tion. He  had  not  only  sworn  the  covenant, 
but  had  persuaded  others  to  do  it;  and  when 
one  objected  to  him  that  it  went  ac^ainst  his 
const Jent*p,  he  answered  Ihrrc  were  Kouie  vei*y 
good  medicines  that  could  not  be  chewed,  but 
were  to  be  swollo'vved  down  without  any  further 
rxnminatlon.  "Whatever  the  matter  was,  sof>n 
i'/'ier  the  cottaeeniiou  his  ports  sunk  so  fa^v,  lt\at 


in  a  few  months  he  who  had  passed  his  whole 
life  long  for  one  of  the  ruuiiineest  men  in  Sent, 
land,  became  almost  a  changeling,  upon  which 
it  may  be  easily  collected  what  cummentaries 
the  preshyterians  would  make.  Sharp  lamented 
this  to  me  as  one  of  their  great  misfortunes :  be 
said  it  began  In  leca  than  a  month  after  ho  rame 
to  Ixindon.'*— Bumet*s  History  of  his  Own 
'Hmes,  ISmo.  £d.  voL  1.  p.  192. 

**  The  commissioncra  and  all  the  estates  rods 
from  the  palace  Qf  Holyr<K>d-bouse  to  the  piir- 
linment  hoiiHc,  in  triumph  and  grandeur  t  and 
umoiiii  the  rest  the  loathsoDM  archUshop  Faii^ 
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council,  the  mile  ect  this  yeer,  comprehend- 
ir\g  them  all,  and  the  high  comtniBsion  next 
year  take  some  of  the  coimcil's  work  off 
their  hand. 

This  year  the  laird  of  EarUtoun  his  trou- 
ble and  oppression  begins.  He  was  a  re- 
ligious gentleman  of  good  parts,  and  a  great 
support  to  the  (H-esbyterians  in  that  country, 
and  we  shall  meet  with  him  almost  every 
year  till  the  rising  at  Bothwell,  when  he 
got  to  heaven.  July  30th,  The  lords  of 
council  order  letters  to  be  direct  to  chai^ 
William  Gordon  of  Earlstoun  to  compear 
before  them  the  ^—  day  of  —  next 
to  come,  to  answe^  for  his  fiutious  and 
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secUtious  carriage,  that  is,  his  refusing  to 
hear  the  curates,  and  hearing  and  favouring 
cnited  presbyterian  ministers.  And  Novem- 
ber 24ch,  the  council  being  informed  that  the 
laird  of  Earlstoun  keeps  conventicles  and 
private  meetings  in  his  house,  notwithstand- 
ing the  laws  and  acts  of  parliament  and  coun- 
cil made  in  the  contrary,  do  ordain  letters  to 
be  direct  against  him,  to  compear  before  the 
council  the  —  day  of  —  to  answer 
for  his  contempt,  under  the  pain  of  rebellion. 
We  shall  meet  with  him  next  year. 

I  shall  end  this  section  with  some  account 
of  the  sendioig  the  forces  to  the  west  and 

foul  finished  his  ttiDking  office  of  bishop.  Ho 
began  li  with  stink,  for  he  broke  wind  as  be 
V>iired  to  the  altar  when  he  wmsto  be  conserrate, 
and  two  days  before  this  glorious  day  he  hade 
taken  physic,  Tas  the  report  was.)  which  fell  a 
working  upon  nim  as  he  was  riding  up  the  way 
that  the  l)earer  of  his  traiu,  when  lie  alighted 
from  his  horse,  was  almost  choaked;  no  man 
eould  sit  near  him  in  the  parliament  house,  so  he 
was  forced  to  rise  and  go  hone  a  footroaOi  as  he 
came  a  horseman,  and  so  he  made  but  the  half  of 
this  miserable  triumph;  and  after  he  was  rot 
home  he  never  came  abroad;  and  because  he 
would  never  believe  the  physician,  who  assured 
him  death  was  at  hand,  he  died  by  surprlsoland 
undeaired,  perishing  like  his  own  dung.  He 
was  ao  greedy  he  never  reapt  the  profit  of  his 
benefice,  for  because  he  refused  a  reasonable  com- 
position to  enter  his  vassals,  therefore  in  his  short 
timahe  had  very  Uttle,  and  left  the  profits  to  his 
•uoceawir.  ilia  poor  children  wers  vagabonds 
and  runagate,  turning  popish  for  a  piece  of 
ftOver  and  a  morael  of  br«ul ;  and  auch  was  the 
end  of  his  tragedy."^Kirktoirs  Hiatory  of  the 
Church  of  ScotUind.  pp.  177,  176. 

SuAh  was  the  character  of  this  bishop  drawn 
by  a  bishop  and  by  a  plain  presbyter.  Jbither 
of  these  sketches  is  sufficiently  repulsive,  and 
tliere  cannot  be  a  doubt,  but  like  the  greater  part 
of  hia  brethren,  the  Sootish  bishopa,  he  wtm  not 
only  unprincipled,  but  at  the  same  time  a  most 
contemptible  IndivIduaL— ^(/. 


south  country,  to  quarter  there^  and  |m« 
uplift  the  fines  for  not  keqsiqg  the 
parish  churches,  which  was  the  banning  of 
much  oppression  to  those  shires  for  some 
3rears. — October  13th,  '*The  lords  of  hia 
majesty's  privy  coundi  do  hereby  give  order 
and  warrant  to  George,  eari  of  Linlithgow, 
with  all  conveniency  to  cause  so  many  of  the 
six  foot  companies  under  his  command  to 
march  to  Kirkcudbright,  as  with  the  foot 
there  already  may  make  up  the  number  of 
eightscore  footmen  with  their  officers,  and  to 
quarter  there  till  further  order.'* — That  same 
day,  "  The  council  give  order  and  command 
to  Sir  Robert  Fleming,  with  all  conveniency, 
to  march  to  the  west  two  squades  of  his  ma- 
jesty's lifeguard,  and  to  quarter  one  squade 
thereof  at  Kilmarnock,  and  another  at  Pais. 
ley,  till  further  order." 

It  seems  Sir  James  Turner  had  the  com- 
mand of  the  forces  in  the  south,  and  was 
very  active  in  raising  the  fines  for  absence 
from  the  parish  church,  and  I  doubt  not  but 
the  guards  sent  to  Kilmarnock  and  Paisley 
were  abundantly  active  this  wayr  however. 
Sir  James  gets  the  thanks  of  the  council  for 
his  diligence.  November  24th,  **  The  lords 
of  his  majesty's  privy  council  recommend  it 
to  the  earl  of  Linlithgow  to  write  a  letter  of 
thanks  to  Sir  James  Tomer,  for  hia  care  and 
pains  taken  in  seeing  the  laws  anent  church 
government  receive  due  obedience:  and 
withal  to  acquaint  him,  that  he  advise  with 
the  bishop  of  Galloway,  and  send  a  note  to 
the  council  of  the  names  of  such  ministers 
as  are  come  in  from  Ireland  to  that  country, 
or  others  who  transgress,  by  preaching  or 
otherwise,  the  acts  of  pariiament  and  council 
anent  the  government  of  the  church ;  to  the 
efiect  that  the  council  may  take  such  course 
therein  as  they  shall  think  meet.  And  that 
also  Sir  James  acquaint  those  ministers  who 
arc  debarred  firom  the  possession  of  their 
churches  and  manses,  that  they  make  their 
address  to  the  lords  of  privy  council  or 
session,  who  yviW  grant  them  letters  of  hom- 
ing, upon  sig^t  of  their  presentations  and 
collations,  against  the  possessors  of  the  said 
manses.  And  withal  my  lord  is  to  acquaint 
Sir  James,  that  the  council  have  directed 
letters  to  cite  Eartstoun  to  compear  before 
I  them. 
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Sir  James  Turner  we  shall  fre- 
quently meet  with  in  the  progress 
of  this  history.     He  had  been  in  the  late 
times  a  great  servant  of  the  covenanters, 
and  at  the  restoration  found  it  convenient 
to  go  over  to  the  other  side,  with  the  same 
weal.    He  was  a  person  of  a  forward  active 
temper,  and  had  somewhat  of  harshness 
miied  with  it ;  but  was  endued  with  a  con- 
siderable stock  of  learning,  and  rery  bookish. 
This  person  was  abundantly  ready  to  exe- 
cute the  orders  here  given  him  with  rigour; 
but  was  obliged  to  go  even  beyond  his  in- 
clinations to  satisfy  the  bishop  of  Galloway, 
who  was  severe  and  cruel,  as  all  apostates 
use  to  be,  and  the  rest  of  the  prelates.     The 
council  finding  the  body  of  the  west  and 
south  of  Scotland  most  dissatisfied  with  the 
late  change  in  the  church,  and  having  put 
the  uplifling  of  the  fines  in  the  hands  of  the 
army,  send  west  a  good  body  of  the  forces, 
and  with  them  the  strictest  orders,  to  oblige 
all  persons  to  subjection  to  the  bishops  and 
thdir  curates.    By  this  a  loi^  foundation  is 
laid  for  most  grievous  oppression  and  ex- 
actions, under  colour  of  law.     The  process 
was  very  short  in  cases  of  nonconformity. 
The  curate  accused  whom  he  pleased  to 
Sir  James,  or  any  of  the  officers  of  the 
army,  yea,  many  times  to  a  private  sentinel. 
The  soldier  is  judge,  no  witnesses  are  led, 
no    probation  is    sought,  the  sentence  is 
summarily  pronounced ;  and  the  soldier  ex- 
ecutes his  own  sentence,  and  he  would  not 
see  the  less  to  this,  that  the  money,  gener- 
ally speaking,  came  to  his  own  pocket ;  and 
very  frequently  the  fine  upon  some  pretext 
or  other,  fur  exceeded  the  sum  liquidate 
by  law.     Vast  contributions    were   under 
this  colour  raised  in  the  west  and  south : 
the  soldiers  really  carried  as  if  they  had 
been  in  an  enemy's  country,  and  the  op- 
pression of  that  part  of  the  kingdom  was 
inexpressible.     If  a  tenant  or  master  of  a 
family  was  unwilling,  or  really  unable  to 
pay,  the  soldiers  are  sent  to  quarter  upon 
him,  till  it  may  be,  he  pay  ten  times  the 
value  of  the  fine ;  and  indeed  many  were 
totally  eaten  up.     And,  as  if  this  was  not 
enough,  when  poor  families  were  no  longer 
able  to  sustain  the  soldiers,  their  stuff  and 
goodB  were  distrained  and  sold  for  a  trifle. 


I^BOOK  I. 

In  those  quarteriaga  the  ruffian   ftokfieqi 
were  terribly  ins<4enL    Family  worship  was 
mocked  at,  and  people  disturbed  when  at  it, 
as  if  it  had  been  a  conventicle  and  contnry 
to  law.    Multitudes  were  cruelly  beat,  and 
dragged  to  church  or  prison  with    equal 
violence.    By  such  methods  hundreds  of 
poor  religious  families  in  the  west  and  south 
were  scattered,  and   reduced  to  extreme 
necessity,  and  the  masters  of  them  were 
obliged  either  to  lurk  or  leave  the  country. 
Sir  Geoiige  Mackenzie's  vindication  of 
all  thb  is,  p.  10.  *  that  it  is  impoaaible  to 
answer  for  all  the  extravagancies  of  aoldien, 
and  Sir  James  Turner  was  laid  aside,  which 
was  all  the  state  could  do-"     We  shall 
afterwards  hear  the  procedure  of  the  coun- 
cil against  Sir  James,  and  find  it  was  upon 
other  grounds  than  his  quartering  his  sol- 
diers at  this  time :  we  shall  just  now  fiad 
him  put  on  the  high  commission,  and  sent 
once  and  again  to  harass   the  west  and 
south ;  and  he  himself  made  it  out  to  the 
west  country  men,  who  made  him  prisoner, 
that  he  was  far  from  going  the  length  of  his 
commission,  notwithstanding  the  heights  we 
shall  see  he  ran  to.    And  we  shall  afterward 
find,  that  when,   April   17th,    lOSS,  John 
Wilson,  writer  in  Lanark,  was  before  the 
council,  and  speaks  of  the  council's  coa- 
dcnming  Sir  James  for  his  cruelty,  he  is 
answered  in  face  of  council,  and  none  con- 
tradicted it,  that  Sir  James  went  not  the 
length  of  his  commission.     And  as  to  the 
common    extravagancies    of   soldiers,    iho 
reader  will  easily  judge  whether  tliis  be 
a  defence  for  what  now  passed.     Sir  Jauies 
understood  the  military  law  sufficiently,  and 
had  spirit  enough  to  have  limited  his  men ; 
and  I  should  not  reckon  Sir  James  worthy 
of  the  command  he  had,  if  he  wais  not  able 
to  restrain  his  soldiers  from  going  beyond 
hb  commission.     And  had  he  been  guilty 
of  this,  as  Sir  George  insinuates,  his  musters 
should  have  not  only  displaced,  but  punished 
him,  at  least  they  did  bo  with  fiu*  better 
men    for    less    faults.      Even    Crom  well's 
officers    were   made    to    answer    for    the 
extravagancies    of   their    soldiers,    though 
foreigners,  enemies,  and  conquerors;   and 
it    is   strange  if   the   like    could  not  be 
done  in  time  of  peace,  and  under  a  jnst 
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government,  as  Sir  George  cidls  that  But 
all  this  is  an  insufficient  defence;  only  no 
better  ofleredy  the  matter  did  not  bear  it. 

In  order  to  fediitate  the  soldiers*  work, 
the  curates  formed  in  most  parishes  a  roll 
of  their  congregations,  not  for  any  ministerial 
work  they  gave  themselves  the  trouble  o( 
but  to  instruct  tlieir  parishioners  wilh  briers 
and  thorns  by  their  army ;  and  in  order  to 
the  soldiers  visiting  their  families,  and  exam- 
ining their  people's  loyalty.  Sermons  were 
all  the  curates'  work,  and  these  short  and 
dry  enough.  And  afler  sermon  the  roll  of 
the  parish  was  called  from  pulpit,  and  all 
who  were  absent,  except  some  favourites, 
were  given  up  to  the  soldiers;  and  when 
once  delated,  no  defences  could  be  heard, 
their  fine  behoved  either  presently  to  be  paid, 
or  the  houses  quartered  upon;  and  some 
who  kept  the  church  were  some  time  quar^ 
tered  upon,  because  the  persons  who  last 
term  lived  there,  were  in  the  curates'  lists  as 
deserters  of  the  church. 

Another  part  of  the  severe  oppression  of 
the  country,  by  the  soldiers  at  this  time  sent 
west,  was  at  th6  churches  of  the  old  presby- 
teriau  ministers.  8uch  of  those  who  con- 
tinued either  by  connivance,  or  at  their 
haiard,  or  by  the  interest  of  some  consider- 
able person  in  the  parish,  had  very  throng 
auditories,  which  grated  the  bishops  and 
their  underiings;  so  orders  were  sent  to  the 
soldiers,  to  go  to  their  churches  likewise. 
The  method  was,  as  a  good  many  living 
witnesses  can  yet  testify,  the  party  of  soldiers 
sat  drinking,  revelling,  and  carousing,  in 
some  public-house  in  the  parish,  till  public 
worship  was  near  over;  and  then  came 
armed  to  the  church  door,  or  church-yard 
gates,  and  guarded  those,  caused  the  people 
pass  out  one  by  one,  and  interrogate  them 
upon  oath,  if  they  were  one  of  that  congre- 
gation ?  If  they  could  not  say  they  were 
parishioners,  though  it  may  be  the  congre- 
gation they  lived  in  was  vacant,  and  no 
curate  settled  in  it,  the  soldiers  immediately 
fined  them,  and  any  money  they  bad  was 
taken  from  them.  If  they  had  no  money, 
or  not  so  much  as  waa  required,  then  their 
Bibles,  the  men's  coats,  and  women's  plaids 
were  taken  from  thenu  You  would  have 
seen  the  soldiers  returning  on  the  Lord's 


day,  from  one  of  these  churches,    i^^q 
laden  with   spoil,  as  if  they  had 
come  from  a  battle  where  they  had  stripped 
the  slain,  or  the  sacking  and  plundering  a  city. 
In  some  places  there  was  yet  sadder  worjk, 
though  this  was  not  so  common  as  the 
former.     The  soldiers  would  come  in  com- 
panies in  arms  to  the  presbytcrian  ministers* 
churches,  and  without  any  ceremony,  enter 
the  same  by  force,  and  interrupt  divine 
worship.    One  party  would  stand  at  the  one 
door,  and  a  second  party  at  the  other,  and 
guard  them  so  as  let  no  body  get  out ;  and 
a  third  party  would  enter  the  church,  and 
obliged  the  people  to  go  out  all  by  one  door, 
and  these  that  would  not  presently  swear 
they  belonged  to  that  parish,  they  rifled 
them  of  all  they  had,  and  sometimes  forced 
them  to  go  with  them  to  prison.    Dreadful 
was  the  confusion  and  profimation  of  the 
Lord's  day,  and  several  wero  wounded,  and 
others  sorely  beat.     Many  instances  of  those 
abuses,  in  this  and  the  following  years,  might 
be  given  through  the  west  and  south,  were 
there  need ;  particularly  at  the  churches  of 
Eagleshom,    Stcwarton,   Ochiltree,   Irvine, 
Kilwinning,  and  other  places,  too  long  to  be 
narrated  here.    And  afler  all,  the  soldiers 
were  so  insolent  and  severe,  as  to  force 
people,  for  fear  of  worse,  to  declare  under 
their  hand,  that  afler  ail  those  and  many 
other  outrages,  they  were  kindly  dealt  with 
and  used,  and  engage  to  make  no  com- 
plaints; and  when  they  had  forced  this  from 
some  people,  they  thought  themselves  secure. 
Indeed  it  is  but  a  lame  idea  can  be  framed 
of  the  nature  and  severities  of  those  quarter^ 
ings,  now  at  this  distance:  but  from  this 
short  hint  it  is  evident,  the  procedure  of 
the  managers  this  year,  with  that  of  the 
high  commission  next  year,  and  the  follow- 
ing severities  in  the  year  afler,  naturally 
paved  the  way  for  all  confusions  and  extreme 
ities  the  country  fell  into  aflerwards,  and 
may  be  reckoned  the  real  causes  of  them. 

SECT.  VI. 

0/  ieveral  other  occurrences  this  yasr,  1663. 

As  I  have  done  upon  the  former  years,  so  I 
shall  end  this,  by  taking  notice  of  lercral 
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incidental  things  which  may  tend 
to  clear  the  history  of  this  period, 
and  yet  come  not  in  uiionthefbrmertiections; 
and  I  shall  run  very  quicUy  through  thein. 

February,  this  year,  died  Mr.  David 
Mitchel,  who  had  been  minister  of  Edin- 
burgh before  the  (year)  1638,  and,  as  wc 
heard,  was  made  first  bisliop  of  Aberdeen, 
after  the  restoration,  though  his  character 
did  not  merit  any  elevation  in  the  church ; 
and  he  was  succeeded  by  bishop  Burnet. 

We  heard  before,  that  an  application  was 
made  to  the  council,  for  a  license  to  print 
Mr.  David  Dickson's  Thcrapeutica  Sacra, 
in  English,  and  it  was  remitted  to  Mr.  Fair- 
foul  to  revise.  As  he  was  a  very  unfit  hand 
to  come  after  the  reverend  and  learned  Mr. 
Dickson,  so  I  doubt,  if,  during  his  life,  any 
implication  was  further  made;  but  now  that 
excellent  person  having  got  to  his  reward,  a 
new  application  is  made,  March  24th.  "  The 
council  having  considered  the  desire  of  the 
petition  presented  by  Mr.  Alexander  Diek- 
son,  professor  of  Hebrew  in  the  college  of 
Edinbivgh,  son  to  umquliile  Mr.  David 
Dickson,  professor  of  divinity  there,  for  a 
license  to  print  his  father's  Thcrapeutica 
Sacra,  in  English ;  do  find  it  reasonable,  and 
recommend  to,  and  require  the  bishop  of 
Edinbur^gh,  or  such  as  he  shall  think  fit,  to 
revise  the  said  book  and  translation  thereof; 
and  if  he  or  they  shall  find  it  useful  for  the 
public,  and  give  testimony  thereof  under 
their  hand,  the  lords  give  warrant  to  his 
majesty's  printer  to  cause  print  the  same." 
This  excellent  book  is  upon  a  subject  the 
managers  needed  not  be  afraid  of,  and  did 
not  in  the  least  concern  politics,  or  their 
government  in  church  and  state,  but  was 
entirely  calculate  for  the  promoting  of  real 
godliness  and  practical  religion,  and  hath 
been  singularly  usefiil  unto  thousands. 
Whether  it  was  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
bishop  or  not,  I  cannot  say:  but  October 
13th,  I  find  there  b  a  license  granted  for 
publishing  it,  without  any  restrictions.  "  The 
lords  of  council  do  hereby  licentiate  and 
give  warrant  to  the  printing  of  a  book  called 
Thcrapeutica  Sncro,  translated  out  of  Latin 
into  English,  by  Mr.  David  Dickson,  and 
discharge  all  printers  to  print  the  same, 
except  Christopher  Higgins  his  Miajcsty't 
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printer,  as  they  will  be  answerable,  without 
the  special  license  of  2ir.  Alexander  Dick- 
son, son  to  the  said  Mr.  David." 

It  may  perhaps  be  thought  foreign  to  this 
history,  and  1  shall  but  just  name  it,  to 
notice,  that  the  duke  of  Monmouth  ami 
dutchess  of  Buccleugh  were  married,  April 
24th,  and  in  a  few  weeks  I  find  a  patent, 
creating  them  duke  and  dutchess  of  Buc- 
cleugh, read  in  council  and  recorded:*  ^t 
shall  afterwards  meet  with  his  grace  the 
king's  natural  son  in  the  prugress  of  this 
historv. 

Upon  the  SGth  of  April,  the  lyon  king 
at  anus  died,  and  Sir  Charles  Erskinc, 
brother  to  the  earl  of  Airly,  succeeded  hiiu 
in  that  post,  who,  September  26tli,  is 
crowned  in  presence  of  the  parliament ;  but 
I  do  not  find  the  formality  of  a  sermon  used, 
as  was  at  the  coronation  of  the  former  long 
at  arms,—June  2d,  the  council  pass  the  fol- 
lowing act  with  rehition  unto  quakers  : 

"  The  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council, 
taking  to  their  consideration  the  great  abuse 
committed  by  these  people  who  take  upon 
them  the  profession  of  quakers^  whereby 
both  church  and  state  is  and  may  be  pro 
judged,  to  the  great  scandal  of  t!ie  gospe! ; 
and  being  most  willing  to  remedy  the  sauie, 


*  From  Mackeiixlea  History  of  Scotland,  we 
lenrn  that  thli  marriage  arose  out  of  the  string ie 
between  Lauderdale  and  IMidUI«toii.  Tberarls 
Mariac;hal  and  liothei  xrtnt  toctla  in  tlie  hunU 
of  the  former,  and  **  Uothes  the  more  to  io- 
sinuate  himself  in  bis  majesty's  favour,  and  to 
mix  himself  in  the  royal  family  by  a  n^'nr 
alliance,  did  propose  a  match  between  bis  nic<'e 
the  dutohrssi  of  Bucrleuch,  and  Jamea,  oatuihl 
son  to  the  king,  which  produced  the  de^irvd 
effect,  for  this  gave  him  occaaion  to  convene 
muoh  with  the  king,  and  his  conrersatiou 
warmed  the  kin^  into  new  degreea  of  friend- 
ship for  him.  Nor  did  the  duC4*hesri's  moihrr. 
Kotiioai*  bister,  omtribute  a  Jittle  towards  th? 
promoving  of  this  kindnev,  being  a  perMn  of 
much  wie  and  snbtilty;  and  to  persuade  tlie 
king  yet  more,  that  all  JMiddletnn  h  procedum 
were  illegal,  I^nderdale  caused  call  up  his 
friend  Sir  John  Giimour,  president  of  the 
sesvion,  upon  pretence  of  consulting  the  con* 
tract  of  marriaj^,  trho,  being  wannetl  with  a 
kind  collation,  did  complain  to  his  maji^ty  witli 
tears,  of  Middletnu's  rush  and  illegal  actions, 
which  bad  the  greater  effect  upon  hin  majesty 
that  he  waa  figuml  to  the  king  as  a  permm  wh'u 
had  been  an  eminent  royalist  and  nuiferer,  aui 
that  he  wept  for  joy  when  he  spoke  Ui  hit 
majesty.**— History  of  Sootkmd,  pp.  IIS,  114 
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they  do  oppoint  the  lord  advocate,  the  lord 
Tarbct,  and  Sir  Robert  Murray,  to  meet 
and  coll  before  them  Jc^n  Swinton,  some- 
rime  of  that  ilk,  Anthony  Hedges  of  Bum- 
side,  and  Andrew  Robertson,  and  examine 
them,  and  the  papers  that  have  been  inter- 
cepted, passing  betwixt  them  and  some 
others,  and  what  correspondence  they  have 
had,  dther  with  those  in  England,  or  else- 
where, to  the  prejudice  of  the  church  or 
state ;  and  for  this  effect  give  power  to  cite 
and  receive  witnesses,  and  all  other  manner 
of  probation,  and  to  report  to  the  council. 
And  becatise  it  is  certainly  informed,  that 
tlierc  are  several  meetings  of  quakers  in 
Edinburgh,  both  on  the  week-day  and 
Sabbath,  in  time  of  divine  worshi}),  who 
seduce  manv  to  follow  after  mischievous 
practices ;  therefore,  for  preventing  the  same 
in  time  coming,  they  do  ordain  and  require 
the  magistrates  of  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh, 
to  cause  a  strict  inquiry  to  be  made  after  the 
dwelling  places  or  houses  where  those 
persons  resort,  and  that  they  call  for  tlie 
landlords  or  heritors  of  the  said  houses,  and 
cause  them  take  such  course  as  there  be  no 
meetings  of  6uch  persons  any  more  within 
their  houses ;  and,  if  need  be,  that  they  take 
the  kevs  of  their  houses  from  them :  and 

m 

withal,  that  they  take  care  that  no  heritor, 
landlord,  or  otiicrs,  set  any  house  to  such 
persons,  as  they  shall  be  answerable,  in  time 
coming." 

Had  this  good  act  been  prosecute  ^ith 
the  same  vigour  those  ogainst  presbytcrians 
were,  we  might,  in  this  land,  soon  been  freed 
from  that  dangerous  sect;  but  as  soon  as  the 
bishops  come  into  the  council,  in  a  few  days 
after  this,  I  obser>'e  little  more  done  against 
them.  They  gave  the  council  so  much  to 
do  against  presbyterian  nonconfonnists,  that 
for  some  years  I  meet  with  little  further 
against  the  quakers ;  and  any  thing  that  was 
done  was  so  little  prosecute,  that  tliey 
spread  terribly  during  this  reign.* 


*  Notwithstaiidlng  our  hlatorisn's  approbation 
of  tliN  BA't,  we  cannot  help  thinking  ft  wns 
tiaii|;iiliiury  and  unjuxt,  and  lind  it  been  rigor- 
ously rx.etTut(>d,  Instead  of  atoniMf;  for  the  crut>I- 
ti«n  excrriscd  upon  the  iircMhytKrianii,  rouhl  only 
liavc  involved  the  nation  in  deei)er  f;nilt,  and 
reiidered  the  n^verniiu'nt  moro  d!»|rii?ilin^ly 
hatefuL     There  may  be  reasons  found  fur  re- 
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June  9tb,  there  is  read  a  letter 
from  the  king  to  the  council,  rela- 
tive to  the  plot,  commonly  called  Blood* s 
plot,  bearing,  "  That  by  an  express  of  the 
VOth  of  May,  before  tliis  time  they  had  re- 
ceived his  majesty's  letter,  declaring  his 
pleasure  for  discharging  the  two  commissions 
formerly  granted  to  the  earl  of  Middletun, 
and  retidiring  them  to  adjourn  the  parliament 
to  the  16th  of  June,  and  that  they  had  re- 
ceived the  earl  of  Rothes's  commission,  that 
it  might  pass  the  seals :  but  now  having  re- 
ceived information  of  u  damnable  plot  in 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  to  surprise  the 
Castle  of  Dublin,  and  raise  a  rebellion,  which 
is  now  in  a  good  measure  prevented,  and 
some  of  the  principal  persons  secured ;  yet 
because  it  is  inforuied,  Gilliert  Ker  was  en- 
gaged in  that  treasonable  design,  and  escaped, 
and  because  there  is  reason  to  think  he  and 
some  others,  involved  in  that  guilt,  may  en- 
deavour an  escape  through  the  kingdom  of 
Scotland,  the  council  arc  required  to  give 
immediate  orders,  that  all  persons,  come 
over  in  ten  days  before  the  date  of  this,  be 
strictly  examined,  and  dealt  with  as  they 
deser\'e."  A  copy  of  the  Irish  proclamation 
is  sent  enclosed.  This  letter  is  dated  the 
1  St  of  J  une.  The  council  gives  orders  accor- 
dingly. For  any  thing  I  can  learn,  no  acces- 
sion to  this  plot  could  ever  be  fixed  on 
colonel  Ker.t 


stralomg  m  some  degree  the  public  exorcise  ot 
certain  fonsB  of  religious  worship,  or  even  for 
interfering  with  ita  private  rites,  when  they  are, 
as  they  have  often  been,  B«:andaIouii  ana  im- 
moral ;  Imt  to  proscribe  a  man  for  bin  religious 
opinions,  and  forbid  towards  him  the  exercise  of 
the  common  duties  of  humanitv,  is  utterly  re- 
pugnant both  to  reason  and  revelation.— £c/. 

f  llie  principal  leader  of  this  p4ot  was  colonel 
Thomas  lilood,  who  had  fought  duriue  the 
civil  war  under  the  standard  of  Charles  I. 
After  the  ruin  of  the  royal  raiwe,  falling  in  on 
hia  way  to  Ireland,  his  native  countiy,  with 
some  of  the  pretibyterian  niiniMtera  in  Lanca- 
bhire,  who  were  then  writing  against  the 
violence  wbicli  the  sectarian  army  hud  done 
to  the  kinif  and  parliament,  he  iKKrame  a  con- 
vert to  their  views.  He  liveii  in  Ireland 
quietly,  and  performed  the  duties  of  justice 
of  the  peace,  with  great  approbation,  till  the 
restoration,  when  the  government  having  for- 
feited the  pledge  which  it  gave  in  tlic  dei'lara- 
tion  from  lir^a,  he  took  an  active  part  in  a 
conspiracy  formed  by  some  members  of  parlia- 
ment who  had  been  deprived  of  thetr  lands. 
The  following  is  the  declaration  the  conspira- 
tork»  ]>ut  forth  on  this  occasiim  :— *'  Having  long 
exiMTted   the  securing   unto  us  of  our  Uxw, 
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June  I6th,  the  earl  of  Rothes's 
commission,  to  be  commissioner  to 
the  parliament,  is  read  and  recorded  in  coun- 


iib«rtlet,  and  ratates,  m  but  a  reasmialile  rc- 
cHin  prase  of  thmt  Industrie  nnd  diligence  ex- 
crci  «ed  by  the  prutestautU  of  this  kiiigdome,  in 
r  estoring  uf  hU  uinJMtv  tu  the  exiTciste  of  hist 
ruyal  authority  in  his  kinf^doinvs,  in  Hteid 
therofi  we  tiud  oumelfes,  our  wytes  and  child- 
ren, withoat  mercy  delyvered  as  a  pivy  unto 
these  barbarous  and  blooilie  murdervn,  whose 
inhuman  crnelty  is  ref^istrated  in  the  blood 
of  150,000  poor  protestantis  at  the  bi'ginniii^ 
of  the  war  in  this  kingdom,  all  which  dtith 
appear  by  these  iusueing  sad  and  infallible 
•imptomes  :— 

••  First.  That  notwithstanding  of  all  the  ol»- 
ligations  of  oathes  and  covenantis  lyeing  on  his 
minesty  for  the  extirpation  of  poperie,  prelacie, 
and  such  grand  maligiiaiioie,  he  huth  suffered 
himself  to  be  so  far  seduced  by  evil  counHellorM, 
that  even  the  aforesaid  bloodie  papists  lliat  were 
deluden  of  the  people  unto  tliat  Imrliarous 
masaker,  were  now  the  first  that  tasted  of  his 
royal  clemencie,  in  aetling  them  in  their  justtie 
forfiUted  estates  at  his  tirnt  comeing  in,  by  pauer 
ordores,  taken  from  tlic  protestantis  illogaliie, 
and  confirmed  on  them,  and  they  that  had  them 
not  had  saliaries  out  of  the  exchequer,  iintill 
tliey  wer  restored,  although  the  poor  NufTcring 
protestantis  despoyled  by  them,  never  had  any 
recompence  for  their  losses. 

"  Secondly.  Tiiat  tliese  vast  soumes  of  monny 
given  by  the  protestantis  for  relief  of  that  armie, 
which  under  God  is  tlie  meanes  of  our  preser- 
viitioue  from  tluiir  bloodie  attempts,  is  di»poMHl 
of  to  gratiiie  the  aforesaid  inhumane  butchers 
of  the  poor  protestantis,  whilst  the  said  armie 
parish  for  want  i»f  i>ay. 

**  Thinlly.  Tliat  the  lonl  lieutennnt,  to  who«e 
protection  wu  are  conunittit,  dopth  not  onlic 
execute  and  practise,  hot  liath  owned  his  k«H']i- 
ing  a  corrusponJenoe  with  seveml  of  the  Miitl 
murderers,  during  their  hiMtilitie,  as  apponrotb 
by  his  certific^itcH  in  their  behalf  to  the  roiirt  of 
dames,  to  which  may  be  ndilc<I,  the  Iioum  of 
comniunesof  thir  klngdome's  apprehension e,  de- 
clared in  the  speaker's  speech  t4>  the  diik,  by  all 
which  circumstances,  we  may  undouhtedlie  as 
l)avid  did,  conclude  that  evill  is  deterniined 
against  us,  and  liefore  it  be  too  late,  stand  upon 
our  just  and  necesaar  defence,  and  use  all  our 
endeavours  for  our  self- preservat tone,  and  like 
the  people  with  Saull,  when  he  intended  Uy  re- 
quyte  the  incomparable  de<ertis  of  Jonathan 
with  death,  to  stand  up  without  the  snuctuurie 
and  say,  '  As  the  Lord  liveth,  Joniithun  shall 
not  die.'  And  to  the  end,  no  well  mynded  pro- 
testantis in  the  three  kingdoms,  may  be  afraid 
to  stand  be  us  in  this  our  just  qunrell,  we  dnc  de- 
cliir  we  will  stand  for  that  liberfieof  conscience 
proper  to  evorie  one  as  a  Chriistian,  for  estab- 
lishing the  protestant  religion  in  puritic,  accord- 
ing to  the  tenor  of  the  Solemn  League  and 
Covenant;  the  restoring  each  person  to  his 
lands  as  thi'y  held  them  in  the  year  IHoO ;  the 
discharging  the  armies  arreirs ;  and  the  repair- 
ing the  breachtnf  maid  n{Hm  the  lihertics  and 
1»rivileges  of  the  corporationcs  in  thn  three 
cingdoms.  In  all  which,  we  doubt  not  l>ot  the 
Lord  of  Ilostn,  the  mighty  God  uf  Jacob,  will 
strengthen  our  walk  hundis.*' 
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cil,  and  likewise  his  commission  to  be  lord 
high  treasurer,  In  the  room  of  the  earl  of 
Cra^ft-ford,  who  had   demitted   that   place, 


This  plot  being  discovered  prematurely,  many 
of  the  persons  ciincenied  «vere  npprehendt.fi, 
but  Blood  with  many  others  escaped,  some  to 
Scotland,  others  to  Lnglaiul.  In  tJiis  latter 
country,  KIoimI  took  up  the  medi-.'al  profe?»»iun, 
and  undor  the  assumed  names  of  Dr.  Allan, 
aud  Dr.  Clark,  appears  to  have  lived  un- 
molrated.  He  was  unquestionably  a  very  extra- 
ordinary character,  and  posseMed  of  the  mn^t  dar- 
ing coui*age.  Illustrative  of  this,  Mr.  AVilllam 
Veitc.h  relates  a  circuniiitance  of  which  he  him- 
self was  the  subject.  He  had  prearheJ  a  sermon 
in  London,  for  a  >Ir.  Nichol  Blackie,  who  had 
been  ejected  from  the  parinh  of  Koberton,  and 
had  found  an  asylum  and  a  congn^tion  in 
I^ndon.  Mr.  Veitch  had  concluded  his  aermoii, 
and  had  pronounced  the  blessing,  wheii  some 
government  spies  started  up  and  cried,  **  trea- 
son, treason  !"  which  greatly  alarmed  both  minis- 
ters and  people,  but  the  famous  colonel  lilotid, 
who  went  then  under  the  name  of  Allan,  with 
some  of  his  accomplices,  sitting  near  the  only 
door  of  the  meeting-house,  while  jthe  others 
who  cried  wore  on  the  far  side  of  the  pulpit, 
stands  up,  saying,  *'  Good  people,  what  are  these 
that  cry  treason,  treason,  wi*  have  heard  no- 
thing, hut  reason,  reas<in.  You  that  are  in  the 
paN.s:tge  there,  «tand  still,  and  you  who  are  be- 
twixt and  the  pulpit,  make  way  for  the  minis- 
ter to  come  to  me,  and  1*11  carrv  him  ^afe  to 
his  chamber."  "  And  so  he  didy'^^adds  Veitcli. 
*<  and  we  heard  no  more  of  that  business."— Life 
of  Veitch. 

Illood  gave  other  demonstrations  of  his  cour- 
age, not  quite  so  lionounible  as  that  we  Iiave 
just  noticed.  Hi;«  attempt  to  carry  off  the 
crown  from  the  'J'owcr  of  London,  in  which 
I  he  had  nearly  succeedcil,  is  familiar  to  every 
i  reader  of  history,  and  having  no  connexion 
with  the  subject  uf  our  present  diACUSNion, 
it  w«iul(l  be  impertinent  here  to  insert  it.  But 
the  ftdlowing  arcdunt  of  him  is  too  ciurious 
to  be  omitted.  *»  To  give  some  account  of 
Blood,  I  shall  liriefiy  «»:iy  here,  that  the  tluke  nf 
Ormond,  when  he  was  lord  lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, having  causrd  i>omc  of  Blimd's  c<implires 
to  be  hangi'd,  who  intended  to  surprise  the 
Castle  of  Dublin,  B1i>od  swore  he  would  re- 
venge their  deaths.  F«ir  this  pnr]>o^e,  Blmid 
followed  the  duke  of  Drmond  into  Kngland 
when  he  was  recalled,  and  watched  him  »o 
well,  that  with  the  as>istr.nce  of  seven  or  eight 
persons  on  horseback,  he'stopjH'd  his  coach  in 
the  night  as  he  was  going  to  Clarendoti-bou«e, 
where  he  lived,  knocked!  down  liis  fodtmau, 
and  forced  the  duke  up  lu-liind  one  of  the  horse- 
men, in  order  to  carr}'  him  to  Tyburn,  and 
hiuig  him  there  with  a  paper  pinned  on  bii 
hrea.st,  to  show  tlie  cause  of  this  exectitii<n. 
But  the  duke  forcibly  throwing  himself  off  the 
horse,  with  the  villain  who  had  tied  the  duke 
fast  to  him,  defeated  the  dei^lgn.  and  the  authors 
could  never  be  discovered  till  after  BltNi«rs 
attempt  upon  the  crown.  This  attempt  was 
very  extraordinary,  but  the  king's  conduct  on 
that  occasion  was  still  more  surprising.  Fo'-, 
having  a  curiosity  to  examine  Blood  himself, 
he  ordei-ed  him  to' be  brought  to  Whitehsdl,  and 
\Vv^\.^\«vul  vyLLcstions  to  him,  which  tha  vUlaiu 
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because  he  could  not  sign  the  declaration 
formed  by  parliaxnent  last  year,  and  ordered 
to  be  taken  by  all  in  public  trust.  I  am 
told,  that  this  noble  person  was  particularly 
in  MiddIeton*8  eye,  when  the  declaration 
was  penned,  and  he  readily  went  into  it  at 
the  bishop's  instigation,  that  he  might  have 
the  post  for  himself  or  one  of  his  friends. 
And  it  is  said,  he  was  put  in  hopes  that  the 
earl  of  Lauderdale  might  boggle  at  it :  and 
the  earl  of  Lauderdale  said  to  my  lord 
Crawford,  that  he  wanted  not  some  difficulties 
as  to  the  declaration,  and  wished  it  had  not 
been  passed;  but  since  it  was  passed,  he 
would  come  over  them,  and  be  avenged 
upon  his  enemy  Middleton.     At  the  same 


answered  with  astouUhing  boldness,  confessing 
all,  and  uncoiiceriiedlv  relating  the  cin'um- 
fttanres  of  the  thing.  Then  the  king  asked  him, 
whether  he  kucw  the  authors  of  the  attempt 
upon  the  diiko  of  Ormond  ?  Blood  rontVssed  it 
was  himself.  Not  content  with  this,  he  told 
the  kinf  he  had  been  engaged  to  kill  him  with 
a  rarabm^  from  out  the  reedt,  by  the  Thameit- 
8id<>  above  Battersea,  where  he  often  went  to 
hwim.  But  that  when  he  had  taken  his  ataud 
in  the  reeds  for  that  purpose,  his  heart  wa« 
checked  with  au  awe  of  majesty,  and  did  not 
iiiily  relent  himself,  but  diverted  his  aitsociates 
tVum  the  deMigii.  He  also  t(;M  the  kin|;  he  was 
jirrpared  to  suffer  death,  aa  bavins  deserved  it, 
but  must  tell  his  majesty  that  he  nad  hundreds 
of  complices,  who  had  hound  themselves  by  a 
horrible  oath  to  revenge  the  death  of  any  of  the 
fraternity,  uotm  thoM  who  should  brinf;  them 
tu  Justice,  whl4:h  would  oxbose  his  majesty  and 
ell  iiis  ministers,  to  the  daily  fear  and  ex]ierta- 
lion  of  a  massacre.  But  on  the  c.tntrar}*,  if  he 
spared  the  lives  of  a  few  perhous,  h\n  own  would 
be  secure.  The  king  was  surprised,  and  pro~ 
bubly  intimidated  by  Blood's  discourse,  and 
thought  doubtless,  the  attempt  of  tliis  villain 
oil  the  duke  of  Ormond,  to  revenge  the  death  of 
bis  compUces,  might  be  imitated  in  revenge  of 
his  death,  by  his  burviviog  comerades.  How- 
ever thia  be,  the  king  sent  the  eurl  of  Arliiigtoxi 
to  the  duke  of  Onuond,  to  desire  him  not  to 
prosecute  Blood,  which  tho  duke  could  not 
refuse.  Afterwards  h^  gave  him  his  pardon, 
and  not  content  with  saving  hij<  life,  (!onferred 
on  him  five  hundred  pounds  a  vear  Li  land  in 
Ireland.  From  this  time  Bloitd  iras  con- 
tinually at  court,  and  the  kins  treated  him 
urith  that  freedom  and  familiarity,  that  many 
TN^nMms  applied  to  him  for  favours  to  (he  king. 
i'his  gave  occasion  to  the  kind's  cronies  to  say, 
that  he  kept  this  villain  about  him  to  intimidate 
thitae  who  should  dare  to  ofTeud  him  in  things 
Yvhich  were  not  punishable  by  Liw,  as  bad  been 
practised  in  the  case  of  Sir  John  Coventry, 
fur  some  railleries  upon  him  iu  tho  Iiuuse  of 
commons.*' 

In  16fl0,  he  was  accused  of  a  conspiracy 
ftgainat  tho  duke  of  Buckingham,  and  while  he 
iwas  preparing  for  his  triaU  fell  sick  and  died. 
But  die  terror  which  be  had  iit^pired  in  life. 
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time  a  considerable  addition  was  |fi|iq 
made  to  the  council.  The  earl  of 
Lauderdale  took  his  place :  his  brother  Mr. 
Charles,  master  and  general  of  the  nunt, 
was  added  to  the  council,  by  a  letter  from 
the  king ;  we  shall  afterward  meet  with  him 
under  the  styl^  of  the  lord  Hatton;  and 
John  Hume  of  Kenton  is,  by  another  letter, 
admitted  counsellcr ;  as  also  the  two  arch- 
bibhops,  the  letter  relative  to  them  deserves 
a  room  here,  and  follows :  **  Right  trusty 
&c. — We  greet  you  well.  Being  most  con- 
fident  of  the  fidelity  and  affection  to  our 
service,  of  the  most  reverend  fiithers  in 
God,  the  archbishops  of  St.  AncLrews  and 
Glasgow,  we  have  thought  fit  to  add  them 


did  not  cease  at  his  death,  his  burial  was  looked 
upon  as  a  trick,  the  body  was  disinterred,  and 
after  a  strict  examination,  was  at  last  identified 
bv  the  uncommon  size  of  the  left  thumb. 
Having  connected  himself  with  the  presby- 
terians,  and  advocated  the  covenant,  though  he 
had  never  had  any  thing  to  do  witb  the  dulce  of 
Ormond  or  the  crown,  it  was  impossible  that 
in  the  estimation  of  the  adulatory  herd  of  histo- 
rians, who,  for  such  a  length  of  time,  had  almost 
excluisivelv  secured  the  attention  of  the  public, 
Blood  could  be  any  thing  but  a  desperate  villain. 
The  credulous  and  Jarobftlcal  Carte  ezdaima 
against  **  his  matchla*  impudence,  in  pretend- 
ing to  godliness  or  tenderness  of  conscience.** 
Kvelyn,  in  his  Memoirs,  says  **  he  had  not  only 
a  daring,  but  a  villanous  unmerciful  look,  a 
false  c<iuutenance,  but  well  spoken,  and  dan- 
geisnwlv  insinuating.'*  But  Evelyn  saw  him 
only  after  the  attempt  upon  the  crown,  on 
which  account,  he  would  be  prepared  before 
hand  to  see  all  that  he  has  recMtled.  Baxter, 
who  probably  knew  him  much  better  than 
Kvclyu,  and  was  unquestionably  a  better  Judge 
of  character,  seems  to  hare  entertained  a  favour^ 
able  opinion  of  his  character.  A  modern  writer 
has  oJjserved  with  great  propriety,  that  In  the 
singular  circumstances  In  which  persons  are 
placed  in  the  nmvulsions  of  civil  discord,  we 
need  not  be  surprised  at  Inconsistencies  real  or 
a]iparent  in  the  conduct  of  men,  whose  chanu*- 
ter  in  the  ordinary  coiune  of  affairs  had  been 
unimpeachable.  Many  actors  in  such  scenes, 
stand  in  need  of  the  liberal  treatment  which 
Cr«miwell  receives  at  the  hand  of  the  celebrated 
Burke.  M  Cromwell,**  says  he,  **.  was  a  man 
in  whom  ambition  had  not  wholly  tuppreesed, 
but  only  suspended  the  sentiments  of  religion, 
and  the  love,  as  tar  ns  It  could  consist  with  his 
dTKigns  of  fair  and  honourable  reputation. — 'Vhe 
country  was  nearly  as  well  in  his  hands  as  in 
those  of  Charles  II.,  and  in  some  points  much 
better.  The  laws  In  general,  had  their  course, 
and  were  admirably  administered.  IHood,** 
continues  our  author,  **  was  of  a  restless  dis- 
poMition,  and  desperate  courage,  but  it  is 
not  so  evident  that  he  was  cruel,  oerfidioits 
or  altogether  devoid  of  a  sense  of  religion.**^* 
M'Crie's  Life  of  Veltch,  TIndal's  Knglaud, 
&c.  &c Ed, 
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to  our  council :  these  are  therefore 

to  require  you  to  receive  them  to 

our  privy  council,  in  the  ordinary  way ;  for 

which  this  sliall  be  your  warrant    Whiter 

ball,  June  4th. 

"  Laudbrdalb.*' 

That  same  day  an  order  is  given  to 
liberate  the  lord  Lorn  from  the  Castle  of 
Edinbui;gh. 

*'  Those  are  to  require  and  command 

Robert   Struton,  captain  of  the  Castle  of 

Edinbui^h,  immediately  upon  sight  hereof^ 

to  put  at  liberty  forth  of  the  Castle  of  Edin- 

biirghy  Archibald  Campbell,  eldest  son  to 

the  late  marquis  of  Arg}  le,  for  which  these 

shall  be  a  warrant. 

"  Rothes." 

INIiddleton's  projects  against  the  noble 
family  of  Arg}'Ic  were  now  at  an  end,  and 
the  carl  of  Lauderdale  had  taken  care  to 
convince  the  king,  that  the  sentence  passed 
against  the  lord  Lorn  was  vpon  no  solid 
grounds,  and  had  been  procured  from  parti- 
cular designs  of  the  earl  of  Middleton. 
And  so  afler  the  parliament  was  up,  in  a  few 
days  came  down  a  patent  restoring  the  lord 
Lorn  to  all  his  grandfather*s  estate ;  and  be- 
cause his  father  the  marquis  died  under  a 
great  burden  of  debt,  it  was  ordained  that 
the  lord  Lorn  should  have  fifteen  thousand 
pounds  per  annum  paid  to  him  out  of  the 
estate,  and  the  rest  of  the  estate  was  ordered 
to  go  to  the  payment  of  the  debts  and 
creditors,  of  which  the  lord  Lorn  and  his 
two  sisters  were  first  to  be  satisfied.  And 
the  restoration  of  this  noble  person  was  in- 
deed a  piece  of  justice  done  him,  as  well  as 
a  grateful  acknowledgment  of  his  services  to, 
and  sufferings  for  the  king  under  his  exile. 

At  this  time  likewise  the  earl  of  Tweed- 
dale  was  made  president  of  the  privy  coun- 
cil in  Kothes^s  room,  and  a  remission  was 
passed  for  George  Campbell,  sheriff- depute 
of  Arg}le,  father  to  that  great  light  of  this 
church,  the  reverend  Mr.  George  Campbell, 
professor  of  divinity  at  Edinburgh  since  the 
re\'olution,  whom  we  shall  meet  with  in  the 
progress  of  this  work. 

I  omitted  a  pretty  singular  order  of  coun- 
cil, which  might  have  come  in  upon  the 
former  section,  which  no  doubt  came  from 
the  bishops  now  in  council,  with  res^^ect  to 
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the  prisoners  from  Kiriccndbri^t.  June  23ih 
**  The  lords  of  coancil  being  informed,  that 
ministers  and  other  persoos  visit  the  pri- 
soners for  the  riot  at  Kirkcudbright,  now  in 
the  tolbooth  of  Edinburgh,  and  not  only 
exhort,  but  pray  for  the  said  persons  to 
persist  in  their  wicked  practices,  affiruiisg 
that  they  are  sufiering  for  righteousness'  sake, 
and  assure  them  God  will  give  them  an  out- 
gate  ;  recommend  it  to  the  keeper  to  notice 
who  visits  them,  and  what  their  discourse 
and  carriage  is  when  with  them."  Those 
idle  censures  of  the  prayers  of  such  as 
visited  the  prisoners,  were  unworthy  of  the 
notice  of  the  council.  John  Euart  and 
some  of  the  prisoners  were*  eminent  Christ- 
ians, and  no  doubt  sufiering  for  their  regard 
to  the  gospel.  However,  it  is  well  the 
council  went  no  further,  and  discharged  all 
visits  to  them. 

This  summer,  as  we  heard,  a  great  mary 
were  vexed  and  harassed  for  not  subjecting 
to  the  ministry  of  the  episcopal  derg}-,  and 
not  waiting  upon  ordinances  dispensed  hv 
them.  Some  had  freedom  to  hear  tlie  ct>u- 
formist  ministers,  yet,  when  they  had  oppor- 
tunitj',  they  chooscd  far  rather  to  join  vi*\\ 
the  few  remaining  presbyterian  ministers 
especially  in  the  dispensation  of  sacraments. 
And  some  had  no  freedom  to  hear  tbc 
airates,  or  receive  sacraments  from  them, 
till  they  gave  a  testimony  or  protcstatioa 
against  what  they  judged  wrong  in  them,  for 
exonerating  of  themselves,  that  they  did  not 
by  joining  with  them  approve  of  it.  This 
vras  insisted  upon  by  some,  not  only  of  the 
more  common  people,  but  even  of  better 
rank.  That  worthy  and  learned  physiciar, 
doctor  Silvester  Rattray,  well  enough  knowu 
in  the  learned  world,  was  upon  Thursday 
the  23d  of  July,  this  year,  called  before  the 
meeting  of  the  episcopal  ministers  at  Glas- 
gow, to  receive  a  censure  for  his  taking  cnc 
of  his  children  out  of  town,  to  l)e  baptized 
by  a  presb}terian  minister ;  and  having  this 
opportunity  of  exonering  himself,  he  gave 
in  the  following  paper  s^ed  with  his  hand : 

**  I  declare  unto  you,  sir,  before  this  meet- 
ing, that  really  I  am  of  the  presbyterian 
(persuasion  and  judgment ;  and  that,  not 
-    only  because  I  was  bred  and  brought 
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np  under  it,  but  also  being  convinced 
by  clear  evideiice  flxmi  «criptiirey  that 
it  is  the  only  gDvemment  Christ  and 
his  apostles  did  leave  behind  them, 
wherry  the  church  should  be  ruled  to 
the  end  of  the  world :  as  also,  because 
of  the  many  obligations,  ties,  and  vows, 
yet  recent  upon  my  spirit  for  adhering 
unto  it :  as  also  I  am  convinced  that 
prelacy  is  a  human  invention,  which 
derives  its  rise  only  from  some  anU^ 
quftted  customs  in  the  church.  And 
albeit  the  Lord  in  his  holy  and  sover- 
eign providence  hath  suffered  this  hedge 
of  presbytery  to  be  broken  down, 
wherdn  ye  have  borne  deep  shares 
to  your  power,  I  do  declare  that  I  will 
not  separate  from  the  church  of  God, 
but  will  participate  of  the  ordinances 
so  long  as  they  remain  pure  among  us, 
only  with  this  pronito,  that  this  my  par- 
ticipating of  the  ordinances  do  not  infer 
my  approving  any  unlawful  or  unwar- 
rantable practice  in  you,  or  any  other 
of  the  dispensers  of  the  ordinances. 
*•  Doctor  S.  Rattray." 


Afterwards,  when  the  bloody  and  cruel 
scheme  of  oppression  and  persecution  opened 
out,  sucli  declarations  as  this  were  not  re- 
ceived, and  though  they  had,  could  scarce 
liave  been  a  sufficient  salvo  for  joining  with 
the  courses  and  defections  of  this  lament- 
able time.  However,  great  numbers,  some 
upon  one  pretext,  some  upon  another,  were 
brought  to  much  trouble  for  their  noncon- 
formity with  the  clergy  now  set  up. 

During  the  sitting  of  parliament,  and  I 
tliink  by  order  of  it,  Angus  and  Neil  M'Lcod 
were  denounced  and  put  to  the  horn,  being, 
as  was  alleged,  the  persons  who  had  taken 
the  marquis  of  Montrose,  May  1650.  This 
was  done,  August  17th,  this  year. 

September  2Dth,  Mr.  Thomas  Sideserf, 
minister  at  Edinbiu^h,  and  bishop  of  Gallo- 
way, before  the  year  1638,  and  now,  as  we 
heard,  bishop  of  Orkney,  died  at  Edinbur^*.* 


•  Bishop  Bamat  sayii, ««  U«  died  a  little  more 
than  a  yeitr  after  hia  trauslation  ;  he  had  d^ed 
In  more  est«>em,  if  ho  died  a  year  hefor«»  it.**— 
Historr  of  his  Own  Time,  roL  L  p.  191.— lid 
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He  was  buried  honourably  there,  ig^« 
October  4th,  being  a  Sabbath :  his 
corpse  lay  in  state  in  the  isle  of  the  East- 
kirk,  and  Mr.  William  Annand  had  a  sermon 
before  their  interment,  wherein  he  described, 
with  abundance  of  parade,  the  family,  birth, 
piety,  learning,  travels,  life,  and  suflerings, 
for  the  sake  of  the  gospel,  of  the  deceased 
prelate.  This  is  the  second  bishop  dies  this 
year,  and  just  now  we  shall  hear  of  a  third. 

In  September,  the  council  write  to  the 
king  about  some  new  impositions  put  upon 
Scotsmen  in  France,  in  their  traffic,  as 
follows : 

"  Most  sacred  sovereign, 

"  We  are  informed  by  several  merchants 
of  this  kingdom  who  traffic  with  FVance, 
and  some  who  reside  there  who  are  your 
majesty's  native  subjects,  that  there  being  of 
late  some  impositions  put  upon  the  vessels 
and  merchant-goods  belonging  to  foreigners, 
by  the  French  king ;  the  general  farmers  of 
those  taxes  upon  that  pretext,  have  encuiu- 
bcred  the  goods  and  vessels  of  your  majesty's 
subjects  belonging  to  this  kingdom,  so  that 
they  are  in  hazard  to  be  reduced  to  the  con- 
dition of  strangers,  and  lose  the  benefit  of 
those  ancient  privileges  which  for  many  years 
they  have  enjoyed  during  the  reigns  of  your 
majesty's  glorious  predecessors  of  blessed 
memory,  until  the  time  of  the  late  usurpers, 
during  which,  your  majesty's  subjects  of  this 
kingdom  did  exceedingly  suffia:  in  their  pri- 
vilc|^  and  immunities  in  France,  and  other 
foreign  kingdoms,  for  want  of  your  majesty's 
protection. 

**  And  seeing  it  can  be  made  appear,  tliat 
in  the  year  787,  by  a  treaty  betwixt  Achaius, 
then  king  of  Scotland,  and  Charles  the  great, 
then  emperor  and  king  of  France,  confirmed 
thereafter  in  the  time  of  Alexander  IL  many 
great  privileges  were  secured  unto  this  your 
majesty's  ancient  kingdom ;  and  that  in  the 
year  1558,  when  the  dolphin  of  France,  wa? 
married  to  Mary,  then  queen  of  Scotland, 
thfere  was  a  reciprocal  naturalization  oi  the 
subjects  of  either  kingdom,  ratified  and  re- 
corded here  in  parliament,  and  the  great 
council  of  France,  which  has  been  punctually 
observed ;  and  that  whensoever  any  of  your 
majesty's  subjects  were  troubled  in  France, 
for  taxes  put  upon  strangers,  they  were 
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declared  free  by  sentences  of  those 
judicatories,  to  which  they  were 
liable,  conform  to  several  declarations  of 
the  French  kings  from  time  to  time,  parti- 
cularly in  the  year  1639,  by  a  declaration 
and  arrest  of  the  council  of  state  of  France, 
whereby  all  Scottish  men  living  in  France, 
and  their  descendants,  are  declared  free  of 
all  taxes  put  upon  strangers.  We  found  it 
our  duty  humbly  to  offer  the  condition  of 
those  your  majesty's  subjects,  and  their 
suficrings  and  hazard  to  your  consideration, 
and  take  the  boldnees  to  implore  in  their 
behalf,  that  your  majesty  would  be  graciou<dy 
pleased  to  interpose  with  the  French  king, 
for  relief  from  their  present  encumbrances, 
and  the  security  of  their  ancient  privileges 
for  the  future,  and  to  put  a  present  stop  to 
any  levying  of  taxes  from  them.  And  if 
your  majesty  think  fit  to  employ  any  of  your 
subjects  of  this  kingdom  to  negotiate  that 
affair,  we  shall  be  ready  to  furnish  him  au- 
thorities and  originals  fit  for  that  purpose. 
We  are,  &c.*'  I  find  no  more  of  this  till  in 
king  James's  reign,  the  recovery  of  our  pri- 
\ilegc9  in  France  is  brought  in  to  be  a  bait 
to  come  into  tlic  repeal  of  the  penal  laws 
against  papists. 

That  same  day  the  council  considering 
the  vacancy  of  St.  Salvator's  college  in  St. 
Andrews,  recommend  to  the  lord  archbishop 
}is  chancellor  of  that  university,  to  name  a 
person  to  oversee  the  masters,  regents,  and 
scholars,  exercising  discipline,  and  enjoying 
the  privileges,  and  uplifting  the  emoluments 
of  the  provost  of  that  college:  and  the 
council  require  the  person  named  by  his 
grace  to  accept.  We  may  see  the  archbishop 
had  some  reason  for  pushing  the  removal  of 
the  reverend  Mr.  James  Wood,  of  which 
Iwforc. 

As  soon  as  the  parliament  rose,  a  good 
many  went  up  to  court.  The  commissioner 
who  was  well  received,  Lauderdale,  the  earl 
of  Dumfries,  lord  Bellcnden,  treasurer- 
depute,  Sir  John  Fletclicr  advocate.  The 
primate  goes  not  up  at  first,  but  in  a  little 
time  followed  them,  and  brought  down  the 
warrant  for  the  high  commission  next  year. 

Novfinbcr  2d,  archbishop  Fuirfoul  died 
in  his  lodgings  at  Edinburgh.  Since  hLs 
riJ'mg  tije  porliamcut  in  pomp  and  stale,  he 
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waa  not  well,  and  oontmued  tili  tUi  tune 
when  he  died.  Upon  the  1 1th  mstanc,  his 
corpse  worecarried  to  Sc  Giks's  cait  church, 
now  the  new  church  in  Edinboigh,  and  laid 
in  mourning  before  the  polph.  Hie  bells 
rang  for  the  Amend  sermoa  at  ibur  in  the 
afternoon*  Mr.  JohnUay,panoaatPeel4e% 
now  archdean  at  Glasgow,  preached  from 
Ecdes.  xiL  a.  When  sermon  was  over,  the 
corpse  were  put  into  a  mourning  coedi, 
and  carried  to  IIol}Tood-house^  with  the 
nobility  and  principal  gentiy  in  town ;  the 
magistrates,  the  lords  of  session  in  coaches, 
and  the  rest  on  foot,  with  trampets  sound- 
ing, and  two  heralds,  and  two  pursuivants 
with  coats  dispUyed  before  the  corpse,  with 
great  numbers  of  torches ;  the  chancellor 
with  his  purse  after  the  corpse,  and  the 
archbishop  of  St.  Andrews  and  other  bishops 
in  coaches;  and  the  body  was  interred  in 
the  east  end  of  the  Abbey  church.  Thus 
three  of  our  bishops  are  carried  o£^  and 
bishop  Burnet  from  Aberdeen,  is  translated 
to  Glasgow.  Doctor  Scougal  succeeds  hiin 
there;  and  Mr.  Andrew  Honeyman  is  made 
bishop  of  Orkney,  as  we  shall  hear,  next 
year. 

I  shall  end  this  year  with  remarking,  that 
the  council  are  very  c:ireful  to  supply  the 
alleged  necessities  of  bishops  and  their 
clergy.  The  bisliop  of  the  isles  was  not 
satisfied  with  his  rent  as  bishop,  and  so 
they  allow  him  the  stipend  of  the  [larish 
where  he  had  been  minister,  and  thcv  allow 
a  good  large  sum  out  of  the  vacant  stipends 
to  Mr.  Annan^,  though  his  stipend  was  not 
despicable  at  Edinburgh.  I  shall  give  both 
as  they  stand  in  the  registers* 

November  10th,  **  Anent  a  petition  pre- 
sented by  the  bishop  of  the  isles,  sho\(-ing 
that  the  provision  of  the  bishopric  of  the 
isles  is  so  mean  that  unless  his  majesty  shall 
be  pleased  to  take  some  course  for  helping 
of  it,  the  petitioner  shall  not  be  able  to 
subsist  by  it,  by  reason  of  the  distance  of 
the  place,  and  the  extraordinary  expenses 
he  is  put  to  in  visiting  his  diocese ;  and  see- 
ing the  stipend  of  Bamwel,  where  the  sui>- 
plicant  served  last  twenty-two  year^,  is 
vacant  this  year,  notwithstanding  of  all  oii- 
di^ivours  used  for  planting  thereof;  himibly 
Lhcrcibre  desiring,  that  hx  consideration  of 
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the  extraor^nary  ezpeiuea  end  pains  that 
he  is  put  to,  the  said  year's  stipend  may 
be  allowed  him  for  his  present  supply,  as 
the  petition  bean.  "Whilk  being  at  length 
ready  heard,  and  considered,  the  lords  of  his 
majesty's  council,  give  warrant  and  power 
to  the  supplicant  to  uplift  the  stipend  of 
the  said  parish  of  Bamwel  the  said  year 
1663,  and  ordain  the  heritors,  feuars,  and 
liferenters,  and  others  liable,  to  make  due 
and  thankful  pa}'ment;  and  if  need  be, 
ordain  letters  to  be  direct  hereupon  in  form 
as  efieirs." 

The  same  day,  **  Anent  a  petition  of  Mr. 
William  Annand  minister  at  Edinburgh, 
showing,  that  whercaa  the  petitioner's  father, 
in  consideration  of  his  sufierings,  was  ap- 
pointed two  hundred  pounds  sterling,  out  of 
the  vacant  stipends,  notwithstanding  whereof, 
his  father,  during  his  lifetime,  received 
nothing  thereof;  humbly  therefore  desiring 
the  same  locality  might  be  assigned  to  the 
petitioner,  for  payment  of  the  said  sum,  or 
else  that  he  may  be  recommended  to  the 
lord  St.  Andrews  his  grace,  for  that  eflfect. 
The  lords  of  council  recommend  him  to  the 
archbishop  of  St.  Andrews,  to  appoint  a 
locality  for  the  said  sum,  and  ordain  letters 
of  homing  to  be  direct  upon  the  localities 
so  to  be  granted." 

CHAP.  V. 

OF   Tire  STATE   AND  SUFFERINGS   OP  PRKSDY- 
TERIANS,  DURING  TlIE  VEAR  1G64. 

1  rr-l.  ^^  ^^  "^''^  S^  through  the  most 
cousidcrublc  transactions  of  the 
period  which  is  the  subject  of  this  first  book  : 
we  are  to  have  no  more  parliaments  for 
soma  years ;  and  the  extensive  and  large  acts 
of  council,  with  the  severe  execution  of  them, 
already  described,  leave  little  room  for  much 
further  to  be  done  by  the  managers,  until 
the  rising  at  Pentland  is  taken  hold  of  for 
a  handle  to  further  severities.  However,  the 
laws  made  by  the  three  last  sessions  of  par- 
liament, now  begun  to  be  rigorously  exe- 
cuted by  the  army,  did  not  satisfy  the  cruel 
bishops.  The  people  in  Scotland,  when 
episcopacy  was  forced  upon  tliem,  had  ill 
enough  impression  of  them  and  their  curates; 
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but  the  barbarity  of  the  soldiers, 
hounded  out  by  the  prelates,  and 
under  the  direction  of  the  curates,  brought 
the  west  and  south  of  Scotland,  now  mostly 
the  scene  of  their  severities,  perfectly  to 
loath  the  bishops.  Nevertheless,  when 
they  perceived  that  they  could  not  be  loved 
and  esteemed  as  fathers  of  the  church,  they 
resolve  to  be  feared,  as  t}Tants  ordinarily 
do;  and  therefore  they  prevail  to  get  a 
high  commission  court  set  up,  effectually  to 
bring  this  about. 

This  terrible  court  is  the  chief  and  most 
remarkable  thing  in  this  year  I  am  now  en- 
tering upon ;  and  because  very  little,  either 
as  to  its  nature  or  proceedings,  hath,  as  far 
as  I  know,  been  published,  I  shall  give  the 
larger  accounts  of  it  in  this  chapter.  The 
work  of  the  privy  council  was  pretty  much 
abridged  by  this  frightsome  court ;  and  yet 
we  shall  find  them  going  on  to  put  in  execu- 
tion the  act  of  ISfiddleton's  parliament  con- 
cerning the  fines,  andpu.shing  the  declaration 
formerly  spoken  of,  and,  at  the  instigation 
of  the  bishops,  making  some  new  and  very 
unaccountable  acts  against  presbyterian  min- 
isters, and  others  of  that  persuasion.  Be- 
sides, they  are  going  on  against  some  more 
particular  *gentlcmen  and  ministers,  and 
putting  them  to  new  trouble.  Those,  with 
some  other  incidental  matters  that  tend  to 
clear  the  history  of  this  year,  will  afford 
matter  for  five  sections ;  and  I  begin  with 
the  high  commission  court. 

SECT.  I. 

Of  the  erection  and  powers  of  the  /ligh  com- 
mission court,  with  some  reflections  vpon 
the  same. 

When  the  plan  of  prelacy  was  perfected  and 
set  up  in  Scotland,  the  king  was  made  to 
expect,  that  his  prerogative  would  he 
strengthened  in  Scotland,  and  his  power 
and  pleasures  every  way  secured.  No 
doubt  somewhat  as  to  both  was  done  for 
him,  but  in  reality  the  bishops  were  a  dead 
weight  on  his  authority,  and  a  clog  upon 
his  actings  ;  and  as  they  dethroned  him  in 
the  hearts  of  the  best  of  his  subjects,  so  they 
were  perpetually  teasing  and  vexing  him 
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with  new  demands,  dishonourable 
for  his  majesty  to  go  into,  and  very 
burdensome  to  his  subjects  and  the  poor 
country.  Thus  the  archbishop  of  St.  An- 
drews, in  the  end  of  December,  last  year, 
comes  up  to  court  to  make  new  demands, 
and  use  his  interest  for  filling  up  the  vacant 
bishoprics,  but  especially  for  erecting  the 
high  commission  court. 

The  chancellor,  and  some  other  of  our 
noblemen  here,  were  not  for  running  alto- 
gether so  fast  as  our  prelates  would  have 
them;  and  Glencaim,  in  particular,  was 
highly  dissatisfied  with  the  pride  and  over- 
driving of  the  archbishop  and  other  prelates. 
I  am  informed,  he  went  so  far  as  to  say  to 
tlic  earl  of  Rothes,  before  his  going  up  to 
court  last  year, "  That  it  was  noblemen's  in- 
terest and  concern  to  bear  do¥m  the  growing 
power  of  bishops,  otherwise  they  were  like 
to  be  treated  now  by  them,  as  they  had  been 
before  the  (year)  1638."  This  coming  to 
the  ears  of  bishop  Sharp,  I  am  told  he 
treated  the  chancellor  with  indiscretion  abun- 
dance, and  plainly  threatened  to  disgrace 
and  discourt  him.  When  he  got  up  to 
court,  he  made  heavy  complaints  of  the 
backwardness  of  many  noblemen  in  execut- 
ing the  laws  made  for  the  interest  of  the 
church ;  and  prevailed  with  the  king,  by  the 
help  of  the  English  bishops,  and  the  high- 
fliers, to  grant  a  connnission  for  erecting 
a  high  commission  court  in  Scotland,  made 
up  of  churchmen  and  laymen,  to  execute  the 
laws  concerning  church  affairs ;  and  it  was 
in  every  point  modelled  according  to  his 
mind.*     The  nature  of  this  court  will  best 


•  "  vSharp  went  up  to  London  to  complaiu  of 
the  lord  Gloiicairn,  and  of  the  privy  council, 
where  he  sau\  there  was  such  reinis.sne8.s,  and 
(Ml  much  popularity  appeared  on  nil  occasions, 
that  unlesf  some  more  spirit  were  put  in  the 
administration,  it  would  be  impossible  to  pre- 
serve the  church.  That  was  the  word  always 
used,  as  if  there  had  been  a  charm  in  it.  lie 
moved  that  a  letter  might  be  writ,  giving  him 
the  precedence  of  the  hird  chancellor.  This 
wsut  thought  an  inexcusable  piec*  of  vanity,  for 
in  Scotland,  when  there  was  no  commissioner, 
all  matterH  paued  through  the  lord  chancellor's 
hands,  who,  by  act  of  parliament,  was  to  pre- 
side in  all  courts,  and  was  considered  as  repre- 
senting the  king's  )>enion  ;  he  also  moved  that 
the  king  would  grant  a  special  commission  to 
some  persons  for  executing  the  laws  relating 
to  the  church.     All  the  privy  couDtellors  were 
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appear  from  the  king's  commission  brought 
down  by  the  archbishop ;  which  is  as  follows : 

Commiuion  for  execuiing  the  lawt  in  church 

ajfmrt, 

*^  Our  sovereign  lord  ordains  a  commission 
to  be  passed  and  expede  under  his  inajest}''s 
great  seal  for  the  kingdom  of  Scotland, 
making  mention,  that  in  consideration  of  the 
multiplicity  and  weight  of  the  affiurs  of  the 
state  incumbent  upon  the  lords  of  prnry 
council,  so  as  they  cannot  attend  the  due 
execution  of  the  laws  against  poper>',  sepa- 
ration, and  disobedience  to  ecclesiasUcal 
authority ;  and  to  the  efiect  that  the  dis- 
orders and  contempt  of  authority  and  the 
laws  in  the  provinces  of  St.  Andrews  and 
Glasgow,  may  be  timously  snpprcsscd,  and 
the  scandalous  and  disobedient  may  not 
through  impunity  and  connivance  be  embol- 
dened to  violate  and  affiront  the  laws,  create 
disturbances,  foment  sedition  and  disafiec- 
tion  to  the  government  of  the  church  and 
state,  under  pretext  of  any  engagements :  his 
majesty  by  virtue  of  his  royal  prerogative 
in  all  causes,  and  over  all  persons,  as  well 
ecclesiastic  as  civil,  has  given  and  granted, 
likeas  by  the  tenor  hereof,  gives  and  grants 
full  power  and  conunission  to  the  archbishop 
of  St.  Andrews,  the  lord  chancellor,  the 
lord  treasurer,  the  archbishop  of  Glasgow, 
duke  Hamilton,  the  marquis  of  Montro^c, 
the  earls  of  Argjle,  Athol,  Eglinton, 
Linlithgow,  Hume,  Galloway,  AnnanJaic, 
Tweeddale,  Levcn,  Murray ;  the  bishops  of 
Edinburgh,  Galloway,  Dunkeld,  Aberdeen, 
Brechin,   Argyle,  and  the  Isles;  the  lorJi 


to  be  of  it,  but  to  these  he  desired  many  others 
might  be  added,  for  whom  he  undertook,  that 
they  would  ejcecute  them  with  zeal.  Lord 
Lauderdale  saw  that  this  would  prove  a  bi^h 
commission  court,  yet  he  gave  way  to  It,  though 
much  against  his  own  mind.  Upon  thecc 
things  1  took  the  liberty,  though  then  too 
young  to  meddle  in  things  of  that  kind,  to 
expostulate  very  freely  with  hira.  I  thought 
he  was  acting  the  earl  of  Traauair's  part,  giving 
way  to  all  the  ibUies  of  the  bishops,  on  desit:n 
to  ruin  them.  He,  upon  that,  ran  into  a  great 
deal  of  freu<lom  with  me;  he  told  me  many 
passages  of  Shai^'s  past  life  ;  he  was  persuaded 
he  would  ruin  all,  but  he  said  he  was  resolved 
to  give  him  time,  for  he  had  not  credit  enough 
to  stop  him,  nor  would  he  oppose  any  thing 
that  he  nroposed,  unlets  it  were  very  extrava' 
gant.    He  saw  the  ssri  of  GleDGsim  and  he 
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Dramlanerk,  Pitsligo,  Frazer,  Cochran,  Hal- 1  molest,  or  injure,  the  mmistcra  who 
kerton,  and  Bellenden ;  the  president  of  the  |  are  orderly  and  obedient  to  the  laws ; 
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session,  the  register,  the  advocate,  Sir  John 
Heme,  justice-clerk,  BIr.  Charles  Maitland, 
the  laird  of  Philorth  elder.   Sir  Andrew 
Ramsay,  Sir  William  Tliomson;  the  provosts 
of  St.  Andrews,  Aberdeen,  Glasgow,  Ayr, 
and  Dumfries ;  Sir  James  Turner,  and  the 
dean  of  guild  of  Edinburgh,  or  any  five  of 
them,  an  archbishop  or  bishop  being  one  of 
the  number,  to  use  their  utmost  endeavour 
that  the  acts  of  parliament  and  council,  for 
the  peace  and  order  of  the  church,  and  in 
behalf  of  the  government  thereof  by  arch- 
bishops and  bishops,  be  put  in  vigorous  and 
impartial  execution  against  all  and  every  one 
within  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  who  pre- 
sume to  violate,  contemn,  or  disobey,  those 
acts   and  the  ecclesiastical  authority  now 
settled ;  to  summon  and  call  before  them 
at  whatsoever  time  and  place  they  sholl  ap- 
pointy  all  popish  traffickers,  intercommuncrs 
with,  and  resetters  of  Jesuits  and  seminary 
priests,  all  who  say  or  bear  mass,  all  ob- 
stinate contemners  of  the  discipline  of  the 
church,  or  for  that  cause  suspended,  deprived, 
or  excommunicated ;  all  keepers  of  conven- 
ticles, all  ministers  who,  contrary  to  the  laws 
and  acts  of  parliament  or  council,  remmn  or 
intrude  themselves  on  the  function  of  the 
ministry  in  these  parishes  and  bounds  inhi- 
bited l^'  those  acts ;  all  such  who  preach  in 
private  houses,  or  elsewhere,  without  license 
from  the  bishop  of  the  diocese;  all  such 
persons  who  keep  meetings  at  fasts,  and  the 
administration  of  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's 
supper,  which  are  not  approven  by  authority; 
all  who  speak,  preach,  write,  or  print,  to  the 
scandal,  reproach,  and   detriment,  of  the 
estate  or  government  of  the  church  or  king- 
dom, as  now  established ;  all  who  contemn. 


would  be  in  a  periMtual  wnr»  and  it  was  in- 
dlfterent  to  him  h«iw  mattera  might  go  between 
them,  thingK  would  run  to  a  height,  and  then 
tlM  king  would  of  himself  put  a  stop  to  their 
csarecr.  For  the  king  said  often,  he  was  not 
priest-ridden,  he  would  not  venture  a  war,  nor 
travel  again  for  any  party,  l^ls  was  all  that 
I  could  obtain  from  the  earl  of  Xjauderdale. 
I  pressed  Sharp  himself  to  think  of  more 
modenUe  methods.  13ut  he  despised  my  appli- 
cafions,  and  from  that  time  he  was  very  jealous 
of  me."— Burnefs  History  of  his  Own  Timesi 
vol.  L  ppw  SOI,  30S.— iEtf. 


all  who  do  not  orderly  attend  divine  worship, 
administration  of  the  word  and  sacraments, 
performed  in  their  respective  perish  churches, 
by  ministers  l^ly  settled  for  taking  care 
of  these  parishes  in  which  those  persons  are 
inhabitants ;  all  such,  who,  without  any  law^ 
ful  calling,  as  busybodies,  go  about  houses 
and  places,  for  corrupting  and  disaflfecting 
pec^Ie  from  then*  allegiance,  respect,  and 
obedience,  to  the  laws ;  and  generally,  without 
prgudice  to  the  particulars  above  mentioned, 
all  who  express  their  disaffection  to  his  ma- 
jesty's authority,  by  contravening  acts  of 
parliament  or  council  in  relation  to  church 
aiiairH.    With  power  to  the  said  commis- 
sioners, or  any  five  of  them,  an  arcl. bishop 
or  bishop  being  one  of  the  number,  to  ap- 
point ministers  to  be  censured  with  suq^en- 
sion  or  deposition,  and  to  punish  by  fining, 
confining,  conunittingtoprison,and  incarcerat- 
ing them  and  all  other  persons,  who  shall  be 
found  transgressore,  as  aforesaid,  according 
as  they  shall  judge  the  quality  of  their  offence 
to  deserve,  they  always  not  exceeding  the 
fines  and  punishments  enjoined  by  the  acts 
.  of  parliament  and  council.    Commanding 
the   captains  of  his  majcst^s  guards,  the 
officen  of  the  standing  forces  and  militia, 
sheriffs,  deputes,  bailies  of  regalities ,  justices 
of  the  peace,  and  provosts  and  iMdlies  of 
biu^hs,  to  search,  seek,  take,  and  apprehend, 
all  such  delinquents,  and  present  them  before 
the  commissioners,  upon  the  warrant  of  any 
five  of  them,  as  aforesaid.     Commanding 
likewise  the  constables  and  commandera  of 
his  majesty's  castles,  keepen  of  prisons,  and 
other  places  of  firmancc,  to  receive  and  dcs 
tain  those  that  shall  be  directed  to  them  by 
the  commissioners,  upon  the  said  warrant, 
as  said  is,  as  they  will  answer  upon  their 
obedience,  or  utmost  peril.    Ordaining  fur- 
ther the  lords  of  his  majesty's'privy  cotmcil, 
upon  any  certificate  subscribed  by  the  said 
commissioners,  or  any  five  of  them,  as  afore- 
said, to  direct  letters  of  homing  for  pajnnent 
of  the  fines  imposed  by  the  said  commit 
sioners,  in  case  of  the  delinquents'  dis- 
obedience and  refusal  to  compear  before 
them ;  of  which  letters  of  homing,  no  siu* 
pension   or    relaxation    shall    be   granted 
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without  the  certificate  of  the  arch- 
bishop  or    biihop,   bearing   their 
obedience  to  the  said  commissioners,  and 
satisfaction  to  the  laws.    And  his  majesty 
doth   make,    constitute,  and    ordain,   Mr. 
Thomas  Young,  cleric  to  the  commission  for 
Dlantation  of  kirks,  to  be  clerk  to  this  com- 
mission,  with  power  to    him  to  appoint 
officers,  and  other  attendants  necessary,  and 
to  direct  summons  and  precepts  in  his  ma- 
jesty's name,  for  citing  whatsoever  parties 
or  persons,  in  any  of  the  cases  aforesaid ; 
whilk  precepts  shall  be  sealed  by  the  signet, 
and  subscribed  by  the  said  clerk ;  with  power 
to  summon  witnesses,  under  the  pains  pre- 
scribed by  law  and  practice ;  and  if  the  said 
witnesses  refuse  to  compear,  or  the  said 
persons  decerned  in  any  fine,  refuse  or  delay 
to  make  payment  of  the  same,  his  majesty 
ordains  the  lords  of  secret  council  to  (firect 
letters  and  charges  upon  the  certificate  of 
the  said  commissioners,  as  is  above  specified. 
Of  the  which  fines,  to  be  collected  and  up- 
lifted by  Alexander  Keith,  under-derk  to 
the  council,  one  half  shall  be  employed  for 
defraying  the  necessary  charges  of  the  said 
commission,  at  the  sight  of  the  said  commis- 
sioners ;  and  theother  half  shall  be  employed 
for  pious  uses,  as  his  majesty  shall  appoint. 
And  generally  the  commissioners  aforesaid 
are  authorized  and  empowered  to  do  and 
execute  what  they  shall  find  necessary  and 
convenient  for  his  majesty's  service  in  the 
premises,  for  preventing  and  suppressing 
of  schism  and  separation,  for  planting  of 
vacant  churches,  and  for  procuring  of  re- 
verence, submission,  and  obedience,  to  the 
ecclesiastical  government  established  by  law. 
And  to  the  end  that  a  business  of  so  much 
importance  to  the  peace  and  well  being  of 
the  church  and  kingdom,  may  take  a  speedy 
and   successful  effect,  as  his  majesty  hath 
thought  fit  to  make  choice  of  such  persons, 
in   whose  judgment  and  affection    to  his 
majesty's  service  and  the  church's  good  he 
doth  repose  special  trust,  so  it  is  his  pleasure 
that  this  his  commission  shall  endure  to  the 
first  of  November,  1664,  and  after,  until  it 
be  discharged  by  his  majesty  ;  and  that  the 
first  meeting  thereof  be  kept  at  Edinburgh 
the  first  Wednesday  of  March  next  to  come; 
and  after  meetings  shall  be  appointed  in 


[book  r. 

such  places,  and  as  often  as  shall  be  fbuiui 
necessary  for  obtaining  the  end  of  the  said 
commission.  And  hb  majesty  doth  expect 
an  exact  account  of  their  proceediDgs  from 
time  to  time,  as  of  a  service  whereof  he  will 
take  special  notice,  and  it  succeeding  well 
will  be  very  acceptable  to  him.  Command- 
ing lastly,  all  his  majesty's  lieges  who  are  or 
may  be  concerned,  to  answer  and  obey  the 
said  commissioners,  or  any  five  of  them,  an 
archlnshop  or  bishop  being  one  of  the 
number,  under  all  highest  pains  that  may 
after  follow.  And  ordains  these  presents  to 
be  an  effectual  warrant  to  the  director  of 
the  chancellary,  for  writing  the  same,  to  the 
great  seal,  and  to  the  lord  chancellor  for 
appending  the  seal  thereunto,  without  aoy 
further  order  or  warrant.  Given  at  our 
court  at  Whitehall,  January  16tfa,  1664,  and 
of  our  reign  the  15th  year." 

This  commission  is  so  very  extensive  and 
large,  that  it  aflbrds  matter  for  many  remarks. 
The  ground  alleged  for  app<nnting  of  this 
new  court,  by  many  termed  the  ''Crail 
court,"  being  the  contrivance  of  the  primate, 
once  minister  there,  with  the  best  advice  he 
could  have  in  Scotland  and  England,  is  **  the 
multiplicity  of  affairs  lying  before  the  pri\-y 
council."     But  it  is  well  enough  known,  the 
council  spent  much  of  their  time  before  this 
in    maintaining   the   prelates,   and   bearing 
down  such  as  would  not  subject  to  them, 
and,  bating  church   affairs,  their  business 
was  not  so  very  great;  besides,  when  the 
high  commission  sat,  the  coimcil  could  not 
sit,  at  least  ply  any  business  of  moment, 
since  the  leading  and  managing  members 
were  on  both  these  courts.     So  this  reason 
is  a  mere  pretext.     The  real   grounds  of 
erecting  this  court,  were,  that  there  might 
be  room  for  the  members,  deriving  imme- 
diately from  the  king's  supremacy,  to  act 
with   larger  powers,  in  a  more  severe  and 
general   way  than   even  the  council  itself 
could  well  do.     The  quorum  picked  out  by 
the  bishops,  would  go  greater  lengths,  than 
the   council  would  in  their  full  meetings. 
By  this  means  the  bishops  had  occasion  to 
rid  themselves  of  some  members  of  council, 
who  were  not  altogether  for  their  heights. 
They  were  empowered  to  meet  in  places 
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where  the  council  wm  not  easUy  to  be 
called ;  their  influence  thia  way  was  more 
diffiuire,  and  a  small  quorum  of  this  com- 
mission would  efifectuate  the  bishops'  busi- 
ness more  quickly,  and  in  a  more  extensive 
way,  by  trarelling  up  and  down  the  country 
lor  harassing  and  persecuting  the  presby- 
terians,  than  could  be  done  in  the  former 
channel. 

It  is  pretended  in  the  commission,  the 
dengn  of  this  court  in  the  first  place,  is, 
**  Against  pq>ists,  and  to  execute  the  laws 
against  popery:"  but  in  reality,  popery  in 
this  case  is  a  mere  cipher  to  fill  up  the 
current  style*  Presbyteiy  was  levelled  at, 
under  the  name  of  separation;  whereas, 
strictly  speaking,  and  according  to  the  na- 
tural and  ordinary  signification  of  words,  the 
prelatic  party  were  in  Scotland  the  separ- 
atists, our  reformation  establishment  being 
undoubtedly  by  presbyters,  and  contemners 
of  the  ecclesiastical  authority,  that  is,  such 
as  refused  to  subject  to  bishops.  The  act- 
ings of  the  prelates  is  the  best  commentary 
on  this  grant,  and  it  is  notour,  never  one 
papist  was  called  before  them,  or  prosecute 
before  this  court.  Their  designs  lay  not 
that  way,  and  indeed  all  things  were  ripen- 
ing for  tiie  introduction  of  popery  to  these 
lands. 

The  dioceses  of  St.  Andrews  and  Glasgow 
are  named,  both  to  extend  their  power 
throu^  the  whole  kingdom,  and,  as  their 
present  particular  level  was,  against  some 
ministers  and  gentlemen  in  I^e  and  the 
west  country.— The  covenants  are  made  a 
special  ground  of  prosecution  before  this 
court,  under  the  style  of  pretended  engage- 
ments. The  prelates  had  a  particular  grudge 
against  these,  as  wliat  they  themselves  had 
bvoken  scandalously,  and  they  could  not 
well  bear  that  their  obligations  should  be 
owned  by  any.  His  miyesty's  royal  pre- 
rogative is  made  the  basis  of  this  court,  and 
by  virtue  of  his  supremacy  over  all  per- 
sons and  causes  ecclesiastical  and  civil,  this 
rampant  commission  is  granted.  Indeed 
nothing  else  could  be  the  parent  of  so  mon- 
strous a  birth.  This  being  their  foundation, 
and  their  being  of  such  a  constitution,  made 
aeverals  to  scruple  to  appear  before  them, 
who  could  not  homologate  this  supremacy  w 
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The  archbishop  of  St.  Andrews  is  .g«« 
put  in  firont  of  this  commission,  and 
placed  before  the  chancellor  and  other  offi- 
cers of  state,  by  virtue  of  a  letter  from  the 
king,  of  which  notice  shall  be  taken  after- 
wards, giving  him  the  precedency.— In  this 
commission  there  are  nine  Inshops  to  about 
thirty-five  laymen :  but  the  bishops  are  made 
necessary  members,  and  four  with  any  one 
prelate  are  to  be  a  quorum ;  and  they  might 
be  sure  enough  to  find  four  in  three  dozen, 
who  would  do  as  they  pleased.  This  was  a 
very  small  quorum  of  so  numerous  a  meet- 
ing, and  so  much  the  fitter  for  the  purposes 
now  in  hand. 

The  chief  work  of  this  high  commission, 
is  to  maintain  the  bishops,  and  to  use  the 
utmost  endeavours  that  the  acts  of  parlia- 
ment and  council  be  executed.  What  an 
untowardly  and  ill-thriving  weed  was  prdacy 
in  this  kingdom !  And  what  pains  and  force 
must  be  used  to  plant  and  maintain  it! 
The  authority  of  parliament,  it  seems,  is  not 
enough,  the  executions  of  the  privy  council 
do  not  suffice,  even  when  supported  with 
the  quarterings  of  the  army :  the  prelates 
must  have  this  new  court  set  up  for  their 
support,  and  to  put  the  laws,  made  in  their 
favour,  to  execution.  In  proportion  to  the 
difficulties  justly  expected  in  the  maintenance 
of  bishops  in  Scotland,  the  powers  of  this 
commission  are  extended.  Eveiy  man  in 
the  nation  may  be  called  before  this  high 
and  mighty  court,  at  any  time  or  place  they 
shall  please  to  appoint.  The  bishops  of 
Brechin,  Dunkeld,  Argyle,  and  the  Isles, 
with  Sir  James  Turner,  or  to  put  the 
matter  a  little  otherwise,  three  provosts  of 
burghs,  a  dean  of  guild,  and  the  inconuder- 
able  bishop  of  Brechin,  may  bring  the 
greatest  peer  in  the  land  to  their  bar,  fine, 
confine,  incarcerate,  at  their  pleasure. 

I  need  scarce  go  through  the  lists  of 
criminals  against  whom  this  commisrion  is 
directed.  Papists  and  popish  recusants  are 
made  a  cover  for  their  rigorous  powers 
against  the  presbyterians:  meanwhile  Jesuits, 
sayers,  and  hearers  of  mass,  and  all  good 
catholics  are  veiy  easy  under  our  protestant 
bbhops,  and  never  one  of  them  molested. 
After  the  clause  about  papists,  all  that  fol- 
lows points  at  the  poor  whjgs :  beside  the 
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1 6fi-k  ^^^^^"^^  crimes  of  cooventides,  and 
presbyterian  ministera  their  con- 
tinuing at  their  Master's  work,  all  such  are 
cast  in  who  keep  meetings  at  fiists,  and  the 
sacrament  of  the  Lord's  supper,  which  are 
not  approven  by  authority.  It  was  a  strange 
opposition  to  serious  religion  that  brought 
people  this  length,  as  to  arraign  persons 
meeting  together  for  prayer  on  fiist-days  and 
about  communion  times,  when  so  much 
wrestling  ou^t  to  be  about  all  the  members 
of  Christ's  mystical  body.  No  doubt,  pri- 
vate fasts  in  families,  and  private  societies, 
at  this  time  so  very  necessary,  are  by  this 
clause  made  faults.  The  bishops  had  no 
mind  to  have  their  guilt,  apostasy,  and 
oppression,  mourned  over  by  others,  and 
complained  of  before  the  Lord;  some  of 
their  consciences  probably  smote  them,  and 
they  were  a&aid,  and  not  without  gromid,  of 
the  joint  prayers  and  supplications  of  the 
Lord's  people. 

The  next  class  of  criminals  is  extensive 
with  a  witness.  ''  All  who  write,  speak, 
preach,  or  print,  to  the  detriment  of  the 
government  of  the  church."  It  is  pity  they 
took  no  notice  of  the  dissenters  in  England,, 
and  protestants  abroad,  for  their  excellent 
books  against  prelacy  and  popery.  Never- 
theless, it  was  good  they  put  not  in  thinking 
likewise ;  but  this  was  reserved  till  some 
years  afterwards,  when  they  examined  and 
interrogate  people  upon  their  thoughts, 
opinions,  and  inward  sentiments  of  disput- 
able matters;  yet  without  this  they  have 
rope  enough  allowed  them  to  make  most  of 
the  subjects  in  Scotiand  offenders. 

Just  now  I  took  notice  of  the  smallness 
of  the  quorum,  for  so  great  a  work,  and  such 
vast  numbers  of  offenders ;  five  only,  where- 
of a  bishop  must  be  one,  and  all  the  five 
might  be  bishops  for  any  thing  I  see ;  and  it 
was  proper,  at  least  safest  for  them,  since 
the  work  was  theirs,  and  it  was  their  inter- 
est and  nobody's  else  was  carrying  on. 
Well,  the  four  laymen  and  one  bishop  have 
power  ecclesiastical  and  civil  lodged  in  them, 
censures  of  suspension  and  deposition,  as  to 
churchmen,  and  fining,  confining  and  im- 
prisonment, for  them,  or  others  who  shall 
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and  the  penalticB  there;  but  it  will  be  jnit 
now  evident  they  exceeded  those  bound- 
aries, though  pretty  wide.  The  whole  anny 
andmiefiorniegistratestiutNigu  tbekingdooi, 
are  to  be  their  terrien,  and  to  eewcb  fir, 
fteek,  take,  and  apprehend  all  they  shall  give 
orders  about;  yea,  the  privy  council  itself  is 
in  some  sort  subjected  to  tfai9  exalted  court, 
those  mighty  five,  and  must  direct  letters  of 
h(»tiing,  and  other  diligence,  for  paying  the 
impositions  laid  upon  poor  people  by  them ; 
and  no  relaxation  or  suspension  must  be 
granted  without  warrant  from  a  bishop.  A 
veiy  surprising  clause  is  added  in  the  com- 
mission, whereby  the  five  are  made  thdr 
own  carvers,  and  empowered  ^to  do  and 
execute  what  they  shall  find  necessary  and 
convenient  lor  his  majesty's  service  in  the 
premises."  And  what  will  the  prehUes  not 
find  convenient  for  securing  themselves  and 
underlings,  if  we  may  judge  by  what  they 
ventured  on  already?  The  poor  countiy 
found  to  their  sad  cost,  how  extensively  such 
general  clauses  were  executed  in  this  period. 
A  clause  of  this  nature^  making  the  bishops 
absolute  tyrants,  and  such  as  were  parties 
supreme  judges  in  their  own  oause^  is  such 
a  stretch  against  equity  and  reason,  as  none 
but  bishop  Sharp  would  have  proposed,  and 
a  parallel  cannot  be  given,  unless  it  be  some 
posterior  acts  in  the  following  years  I  am  to 
de9cribe. 

His  majesty  is  next  made  to  give  a  high 
encomium  to  the  memb««  of  this  court,  as 
persons  to  whom  he  could  well  commit  such 
important  matters,  and  in  whom  he  put 
entire  confidence :  and  so  he  might,  as  to 
the  bishops,  the  cause  was  their  own,  and 
undoubtedly  they  would  look  afler  it  with 
care  enough.  Thus  the  wolf  gets  the  wethers 
to  keep,  and  will  give  a  good  account  of 
them ;  and  yet  they  are  encouraged  to  this 
work  as  *'  a  service  the  king  will  take  spedsi 
notice  of."  And  in  the  last  place,  all  the 
kmg's  lieges  are  required  to  submit  to  every 
thing  done  by  this  commission,  under  the 
highest  penalties,  without  any  appeal,  or 
reclaiming  to  any  other  court. 

From  those  things,  the  reader  may  have 
some  view  of  this  extraordinary  court  of  tiie 


be  made  transgressors.     Indeed  they  are  I  primate's  contrivance ;  and  cannot  but  ob- 
limited  to  the  acts  of  [)arliamcnt  and  council,  *  senx  the  affinity  of  tiic  hierarchy  in  the 
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churcfa,  and  arbitjrary  impoaitioiiB  and  bur- 
dens upon  the  subject  It  may  be  indeed 
(tlioaglu)  strange^  that  the  long  granted 
sach  exorbitant  powers,  or  that  persons  of 
honour  ever  joined  with  the  prelates  in  such 
a  court:  at  present  the  bishops'  cravings 
were  a  rule,  but  our  noUemen  in  a  little 
time  wearied  to  follow  them  in  their  heights. 
Perhaps  this  was  an  experiment  of  what 
was  projected  for  the  who4e  three  kingdoms, 
in  state  and  church.  Things  were  fiist 
working  to  bring  matters  in  Britain  up  to 
the  pattern  the  king  saw,  and  kept  his  eye 
upon  in  France,  wl^ere  the  king  was  turning 
tjrranty  and  made  use  of  the  bigoted  higli- 
flying  clergy  to  help  this  on,  and  every  thing 
was  modelling  plainly  enough,  towards  the 
eastern  absolute  prerogative  and  power. 

Let  me  finish  this  subject  with  some  more 
general  remarks  upon  the  erection  of  this 
court.  We  have  seen  the  powers  and 
constitution  of  it  firom  the  king's  warrant. 
Every  one  must  see  that  this  high  commis- 
sion in  its  very  erection,  casts  a  slur  upon 
the  privy  council,  either  as  remiss  in  the 
execution  of  the  acts  of  parliament  expressly 
committed  to  them,  or  wanting  power  or 
indinatton  to  execute  them  to  the  satisfiiction 
of  the  bishops.  It  is  certain  the  council 
were  not  blameworthy  as  to  any  thing 
proper  for  them  to  do,  yea,  they  really  ex- 
ceeded their  powers  in  some  cases,  to  gratify 
the  bishops.  But  these  behoved  to  have 
more,  and  the  council  generally  sat  at  Edin- 
burgh, and  so  were  alleged  not  to  be  a 
sufficient  bridle  upon  the  presbyterians  up 
and  down  the  country :  and  therefore  an 
itinerant  sort  of  court,  made  up  of  a  few 
xealots,  whom  the  Inshops  should  at  their 
pleasure  pick  out  to  travel  up  and  down, 
and  overawe  the  people  who  disliked  the 
church  settlement,  was  reckoned  a  better 
expedient,  especially  when  clothed  with  the 
highest  power  the  king  could  put  in  their 
hand.  This  high  commission  in  former  times 
of  prelacy,  had  been  the  last  resort  and 
plight-anchor  of  bishops  in  the  reigns  of 
James  VI.  and  Charles  L 

Whenever  the  nobility,  gentry,  and  com- 
mons in  Scotland  came  to  have  any  sense 
of  liberty,  and  awaked  out  of  their  sleep, 
this  court  was  complained  of,  and  petitioned 


i^punst,  as  most  arlntrary  and  op-  ._. 
pressive,  and  one  of  the  greatest 
grievances  subjects  could  be  under.  But 
the  truth  of  the  matter  was,  such  measures 
as  those  were  still  found  absolutely  necessary 
to  support  the  hierarchy  in  Scotland.  What 
is  contrary  to  the  constitution  and  inclina- 
tions of  a  people,  must  still  be  maintained 
and  carried  through  by  violent,  rigorous,  and 
illegal  methods.  However,  in  a  year  or  two, 
our  nobility  and  gentry  fell  into  a  dislike 
of  this  arbitrary  court,  and  matted  again 
returned  to  their  own  channel,  the  secret 
council,  which  indeed  was  a  judicatory  abun- 
dantly severe  and  arbitrary.  The  English 
nation,  who,  when  at  themselves,  are  vigor- 
ous asserters  of  the  liberty  of  the  subjects, 
at  the  restoration,  in  the  heat  of  their 
loyalty,  run  to  great  enough  lengths  in  the 
surrender  they  made  to  the  king ;  and  yet 
when  they  gave  back  the  whole  of  the  digni- 
ties and  prerogatives  possessed  by  their 
sovereigns  formerly,  some  of  which  had  been 
reckoned  not  very  agreeable  to  the  liberty  of 
the  subject,  and  constitution  of  Enghmd, 
some  few  years  before ;  yet  they  could  not 
hear  of  a  high  commission :  and,  as  for  as 
I  have  observed,  it  was  never  allowed, 
though  sometimes  attempted,  during  the 
rdgn  of  king  Charles  II.  Indeed  when  a 
papist  mounted  the  throne,  and  all  things 
pointed  towards  popery,  and  consequently 
to  slavery,  this  court  was  set  up  there ;  but 
any  thing  was  welcome  now  to  our  managers 
in  Scotland,  which  came  from  the  royal  pre- 
rogative, and  was  demanded  for  the  support 
of  prelacy. 

Somewhat  has  been  already  said  as  to 
the  members  of  this  court ;  and  from  the 
list  of  them  in  the  commission,  the  reader 
will  have  remarked,  that  it  is  of  a  heterogen- 
eous nature :  most  of  the  members  were 
laymen,  by  their  commisnon  empowered  to 
judge  of  ministers'  doctrine,  and  suspend 
and  deprive  (them)  of  both  'benefice  and 
office.  The  churchmen  in  the  commission 
had  power  of  corporal  punishment,  and 
cognoscing  upon  civil  matters.  Thus  it  was 
a  very  native  product  of  the  royal  supremacy, 
which  works  wonders  in  Scotland :  it  con- 
founds, yea,  alters  the  co-ordinate  power 
of  the  state  and  church,  and  makes  a  layman 
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iAA4c  ^^  ^  churctmian,  aud  a  churchnuoi 
of  a  layman,  without  any  difliculty. 
What  can  be  more  agreeable  to  bo  mighty  a 
parent  as  the  civil  pope  ?  Thus  his  hob'ness 
at  Rome  commits  the  sword  and  the  keys 
to  the  high  court  of  the  inquisition,  who  yet 
are  so  discreet  as  to  make  the  fashion  of 
turning  over  their  pannels  to  the  secular 
arm,  a  little  before  their  death. 

An  ingenious  writer  compares  this  Crail 
court  unto  the  old  lion  in  the  cave.  There 
were  abundance  of  footsteps,  and  tracks  of 
beasts'  feet  going  to  the  cave,  but  none 
returning;  which  when  cunning  reynard 
observed,  he  stopped  at  the  entry,  and  went 
DO  farther.  Thus  many  came  to  this  court, 
but  very  few  returned;  all  almost  were 
devoured  who  came  within  their  clutches. 
I  cannot  so  much  as  find  one  who  appeared 
before  them,  that  came  off  without  punbh- 
ment ;  so  exact  were  they  in  their  citations 
of  guilty  persons,  or  else  made  all  guilty  who 
came  before  them.  Indeed  their  procedure 
was  abundantly  summary.  When  a  pannel 
came  before  them,  they  used  not  the 
formalities  of  a  libel,  or  witnesses ;  whoever 
the  prelates  pleased  were  cited,  and  upon 
their  appearance,  a  captious  question  or  two 
was  asked,  and  upon  their  silence,  or 
answering,  for  both  were  much  the  same 
before  this  court,  who  were  determined  to 
punish  all  that  appeared,  they  presently 
judge  him.  It  was  but  seldom  they  troubled 
any  witnesses.  The  taking  the  oath  of 
supremacy  was  the  only  thing  that  could 
save  such  as  appeared ;  but  I  hear  of  few 
before  them  whose  throats  were  wide 
enough  for  that.  Frequently  they  doubled 
the  fine  imposed  by  the  act  of  parliament, 
upon  some  pretext  or  other;  and  not 
satisfied  with  the  punishment  appointed  by' 
law,  added  somewhat  of  their  own,  further 
than  what  the  king  and  parliament  had 
annexed  to  the  alleged  crimes  before  them, 
such  as  confinement,  relegation  to  some  of 
the  plantations,  or  some  remote  place  of  the 
kingdom,  some  hundred  miles  distant ;  and 
some  were  gifted  away,  and  actually  sold 
for  slaves,  which  is  against  scriptural  and 
natural  law  and  light. 

I  find  it  remarked  by  a  minister  who 
lived    at  this    time,  that    although    their 


powers  were  very  ample  and  wide,  and  tb^ 
had  abundance  of  room  to  make  many 
oflendera,  yet  their  powen  and  commisskHi 
were  more  than  once  enlarged,  and  that  with 
an  eye  to  particular  drcumatantiate  cases, 
and  many  of  their  sentences  oLceeded  the 
lai^gest  of  their  powers.  1  hare  not  seen 
any  other  copies  of  their  commission  than 
that  insert,  and  it  b  vefy  large.  In  short, 
thdr  aiintrary  and  tyrannic  procednre 
firighted  people  fi^m  coming  before  tiiem, 
and  it  was  found  more  eli^ble  to  undeigo  t 
voluntary  banishment,  than  to  be  sold  as  t 
slave.  And  in  some  time,  the  violent  pro- 
cedure of  the  prelates  made  the  noblemen 
unwilling,  and  some  way  ashamed  to  sit  with 
them;  and  in  about  a  year  and  a  halft 
time,  our  bishops  could  neither  find  judges 
to  join  with  them,  or  parties  to  appear 
before  them,  and  so  were  constrained  to  give 
over :  and  after  near  two  yean,  this  contriv- 
ance of  bishop  Sharp's  came  to  an  end,  and 
those  heavy  harassings,  joined  with  the 
oppressions  of  the  army,  opened  the  door 
to  the  country  to  rise  in  arms,  as  we  shall 
hear  in  the  beginning  of  the  next  book.  It 
remains  I  now  give  some  more  particolai 
account  of  the  actings  of  this  inquisition  no« 
set  up. 


SECT.   II. 

Of  ifie  actings  of  the  high-commisiton  court, 
and  the  perseciUion  of  gentlemen  and  othert 
before  them,  1664. 

In  this  section  I  do  not  pretend  to  give  any 
full  account  of  the  actings  and  procedure  of 
this  terrible  court.  I  have  been  at  some 
pains  to  inquire  for  their  records,  if  thcj 
kept  any,  but  cannot  fiill  upon  them;  if 
these  could  be  recovered,  or  a  particular 
and  distinct  account  now  had,  it  would  make 
a  dismal  figure,  and  afford  a  large  heap  of 
materials  for  this  history.  It  is  only  a  very 
few  instances  of  thdr  procedure  with  gentle- 
men and  ministers,  some  of  which  I  have 
fiom  the  persons  themselves,  that  I  can  set 
down  as  proofs  of  the  iniquity  and  severity 
of  this  court ;  and  fixim  those  some  jud^ 
ment  may  be  formed  of  the  rest  of  their 
procedure.     Some  more  hints  of  what  they 
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did  nest  year,  may  fidl  in  on  the  following 
chapter. 

Their  commission  bean  them  to  sit  down 
in  Blardi  this  year.  Whether  the  primate 
came  down  by  that  time  or  not,  I  know  not, 
but  I  don't  meet  with  him  in  the  sederunt 
of  comidl  till  April ;  and  I  find  they  sat 
down  at  Edinbuigh,  April  15th.  And  I 
have  it  observed  by  one  who  ¥rrites  at  this 
time,  **  that  they  ordered  Mr.  James  Wood, 
professor  of  divinity  at  St.  Andrews,  his 
declaration  to  be  burnt,  and  some  ministers, 
accessory  thereunto,  were  put  in  prison  in 
the  tolbooth  of  Edinbuigh,  and  the  west 
country  recusants  were  fined  in  a  fourth 
part  of  their  rent  and  yearly  income."  We 
shall  afterwards  meet  with  the  trouble  Mr. 
Carstairs  and  some  others  were  brought  to, 
upon  the  score  of  a  paper  left  by  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Wood,  upon  another  section, 
since  I  cannot  give  any  distinct  account  of 
the  procedure  of  this  court  on  this  affair : 
and  the  west  country  recusants,  here-spoken 
of,  were  the  gentlemen  who  refused  to  give 
full  conformity  to  the  church  government 
now  set  up.  But  I  come  forward  to  some 
particular  instances  of  the  hardships  several 
worthy  persons  were  brought  to  this  year, 
probably  at  different  meetings  of  this  court, 
as  I  have  them  very  well  attested. 

James  Hamilton  of  Aikenhead,  near 
Glasgow,  yet  alive,  at  a  good  old  age  when 
I  write  this,  and  attesting  the  account  I  am 
giving,  was  among  the  first  brought  before 
the  high  commission ;  and  I  shall  give  the 
whole  detail  of  h^  sufferings  at  thb  time 
here.  We  shall  meet  with  him  more  than 
once  onder  hardships  in  the  progress  of  this 
history.  All  that  could  be  laid  to  this 
gentleman's  charge,  was  his  not  hearing  Mr. 
David  Hay,  curate  in  Cathcart  parish,  where 
Aikenhead  hath  his  estate  and  house.  The 
occasion  of  his  deserting  his  parish  church 
was  this ;  Mr.  Hay  was  extremely  rigorous 
in  CTarting  his  stipend,  and  particularly  hard 
upon  Aikenhead's  tenants  in  Langside,  and 
violently  pressed  some  of  them  to  join  with 
him  in  his  session ;  upon  which,  one  day  a 
squabble  fell  in  betwi^cc  Hay  and  some  of 
them,  wherein  the  curate  threatened  them, 
and  gave  them  ill  names ;  and  they  did  not 
wptire  to  give  him  some  returns  of  the  same 
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nature.  Mr.  James  Blair,  the  pret-  ig^  l 
byterian  minister  of  the  parish, 
happened  to  be  upon  the  place,  and  by  his 
interest  with  the  people  protected  Mr.  Hay, 
else  matters  had  gone  further.  When  the 
fray  was  over,  Mr.  Blair  dealt  with  Mr.  Hay, 
and  showed  him  how  far  it  was  contrary  to 
his  own  interest,  to  inform  against  his 
parishioners  for  their  disorders;  and  Mr. 
Hay  promised  to  him,  with  more  than 
ordinary  assurances,  to  follow  his  advice, 
and  never  to  delate  any  of  them,  and  thanked 
him  for  his  help  and  advice.  Yet,  notwith* 
standing  his  promise,  in  a  little  time  he  went 
in  to  Glasgow,  and  delated  them  to  the 
bishop,  who  ordered  out  Sir  James  Turner, 
at  this  time  in  the  west,  with  a  party  of 
soldiers,  who  came  and  apprehended  some 
of  the  country  people.  Aikenhead  was 
abroad  at  the  time,  and  when  he  came  home, 
and  was  informed  of  Mr.  Hay's  carriage,  his 
cruelty,  and  prevarication,  after  that,  he  for 
ever  disowned  him,  as  unworthy  to  be  a 
minister,  and  indeed  never  called  to  that 
congregation.  When  he  comes  before  the 
high  commission,  he  is  fined  in  a  fourth  part 
of  his  yearly  rent.  Some  time  after,  he  is 
again  called  before  them,  to  liquidate  his 
rent ;  which  he  did,  and  gave  in  an  account 
of  it,  and  fi-ankly  acknowledged  he  heard 
not,  and  never  designed  to-  hear  Mr.  Hay, 
and  gave  the  court  so  pointed,  and  well 
vouched  an  account  of  the  injuries  done 
him,  and  his  tenants  by  the  curate,  as 
the  archbishop  of  Glasgow  promised,  in 
open  court,  he  should  be  removed  fit>m  that 
parish. 

The  conmiission  tlien  urged  the  gentle- 
man to  engage  judicially  to  hear  and  subject 
unto  the  minister  whom  the  bishop  should 
plant  there  in  Mr.  Hay's  room.  Aikenhead 
thought  it  soon  enough  to  engage  when  he 
had  heard  him,  and  knew  what  and  who  he 
was,  and  peremptorily  refused  all  such 
previous  contracts.  Hereupon,  though  he 
had  some  relations  in  the  court,  he  is  fined 
in  another  fourth  part  of  his  yearly  rent, 
and  remitted  to  the  archbishop  of  Glasgow 
to  give  him  satisfaction  as  to  his  loyal  and 
peaceable  behaviour.  It  seems  bishop  Burnet 
was  not  satisfied,  and  therefore,  by  a  new 
information    from    him,  he   is  cited,  and 
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jg^-  actually  compeared  before  the  high 
commission  court  at  Ediubui^, 
November  8th,  this  year.  There  he  was 
charged  with  keeping  up  the  session  book 
of  Cathcart,  and  the  utensils  of  the  church, 
from  the  curate;  which  he  knew  nothing 
about,  and  offered  to  depone  he  knew  not 
where  they  were.  He  was  further  charged 
fcMT  refusing  to  assist  his  minister  in  session, 
when  called,  and  suffering  some  of  his  family 
to  absent  from  the  church.  The  earl  of 
Rothes  told  him,  that  he  had  seen  him 
before  several  courts  formerly,  and  never  for 
any  thing  that  was  good  and  loyal,  and 
therefore  required  him  now  to  testify  his 
loyalty,  by  taking  the  oath  appointed  by 
law.  Aikenhead  answered,  his  loyalty  was 
never  questioned  before,  yea,  it  was  so  well 
known,  that  he  could  not  but  reckon  it  was 
a  tash  (slur)  upon  him  to  put  him  to  declare 
it  by  oath;  that  for  his  part  he  had  no 
difficulty  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  but 
he  knew  there  was  mixed  with  it  an  oath  of 
supremacy.  Bishop  Sharp  interrupting,  said, 
that  was  the  common  cant,  but  it  would  not 
do.  He  added,  that  he  was  willing  to  take  it, 
as  it  was  an  oath  of  all^;iance,  providing  they 
allowed  him  to  declare  against  the  clause 
relative  to  the  supremacy.  The  president 
took  him  up  very  sharply,  and  told  him,  he 
ought  to  be  hanged. 

Upon  Aikenhead*s  refusing  the  supremacy 
in  the  oath,  and  because  he  would  not 
presently  enter  himself  surety  in  the  books 
of  the  court  for  all  his  tenants,  that  they 
should  subject  to  ordinances,  and  live  regu- 
larly, the  court  fined  him  in  the  sum  of 
three  hundred  pounds  sterling,  and  ordered 
him  to  go  to  prison  till  he  paid  it ;  and  then 
to  transport  himself  to  the  town  of  Inverness, 
which  b  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles 
from  his  own  house,  and  there  to  remain 
under  confinement  during  pleasure,  which 
was  about  a  year  and  a  half.  He  paid  the  half 
of  his  fine,  and  his  estate  was  sequestrate  for 
the  rest  of  it ;  and,  according  to  his  sentence, 
in  three  weeks  presented  himself  to  the 
magistrates  of  Inverness,  and  continued 
there  till  his  confinement  was  taken  off. 
And  to  give  all  his  sufferings  in  this  period 
together,  when  at  length  he  was  allowed  to 
come  home,  he  was  confined  anew  for  six 
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months,  to  his  own  house  at  Aikfwhfd, 
and  a  mile  round  it.  And  before  these 
were  dapsed,  brevi  numu  he  was  one  day 
carried  in  to  Edinburgh  tolbooth,  without 
any  reason  or  libel  given  him,  and  there  he 
lay  prisoner  nineteen  weeks.  After  he  bad 
been  in  prison  some  weeks,  he  found  aD 
they  had  now  to  lay  to  his  chai^ge^  was  his 
harbouring,  and  lodging  some  nriielB,  as  diey 
were  called,  at  the  break  of  Hamilton,  i^bout 
fourteen  years  ago,  when  some  aolcBers  laid 
down  their  arms,  and  would  not  fight  till 
they  had  some  satisfaction  given  them  as  to 
what  was  then  termed  the  remonstrance  :* 
he  could  not  depone  that  none  of  them  had 
been  lodged  in  his  house,  and  so  was  con- 
tinued in  prison,  till,  by  the  payment  of 
eighty  guineas,  he  at  length  got  out. 

Another  instance  of  the  injustice  of  this 
court  I  have  in  the  case  of  John  Porterfidd, 
laird  of  Duchall,  in  the  shire  of  Renfivw, 
which  is  attested  by  his  succeasor  and 
grandchild  the  laird  of  Porterfidd,  of  that 
ilk,  an  andent  and  honourable  family  in  the 
said  shire.  We  shall  frequently  meet  with 
this  worthy  person  in  the  following  parts  of 
this  history,  and  find  him  dealt  with  in  a 
way  peculiar  to  this  period;  I  only  here 
notice  his  treatment  before  the  high  com- 
mission. This  excellent  and  religious 
gentleman  was  brought  before  that  court  in 
July  this  year,  for  his  not  hearing  the  curate 
in  the  parish  of  Kilmalcom,  where  his 
dwelling-house  and  his  estate  lay.  He  had 
very  good  grounds  to  withdraw  from  him  as 
his  pastor,  since,  besides  the  ordinary  blem- 
ishes of  those  of  his  gang,  his  intruding 
himself  without,  yea,  contrary  to  the  inclin- 
ations of  the  people  of  that  place,  he  had 
abused  Duchall  with  groundless,  base,  and 
injurious  reproaches.  The  court  could  not 
well  get  by  the  sustaining  of  this  defence  ss 
relevant,  and  at  his  desire  admitted  it  to 
probation.  The  very  first  witness  he  adduced, 
deponed  all  the  gentleman  alleged,  and 
much  more.  The  court  finding  he  would 
vindicate  himself,  if  law  and  equity  took 


*  This  WM  the  attack  opon  aeneral  Lambert, 
where  colonel  Ker  was  made  prisoner,  and 
where  Goran,  who  was  executed  along  with 
Mr.  James  Guthrie,  was  charged  with  haTiof 
treacherously  laid  down  his  arms.— BaiUie'f 
Letter?,  vol.  il.  p.  864.-- JStf. 
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place,  interrupted  the  examinatioii  of  wit- 
nessesy  and  required  Duchall  to  take  the 
oath  of  allc^giance,  well  enough  knowing  the 
supremacy  in  it  would  choke  him.  This 
he  peremptorily  refiisedy  unless  they  would 
allow  him  to  give  in  an  explication  before 
his  taking  of  it.  Whereupon  they  proceeded 
straight  to  a  sentence,  and  fined  him  in  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  sterling,  and 
ordered  his  estate  to  be  sequestrate  until  it 
should  be  paid,  and  confined  him  in  the 
town  of  Elgin  in  the  shire  of  Murray :  there 
he  continued  about  four  years.  Reflections 
upon  such  procedure  are  almost  needless. 
Here  was  plain  injustice,  in  refiising  to 
p  ermit  the  gentleman  to  vindicate  himseli^ 
after  they  had  allowed  his  exculpation.  They 
go  beyond  the  acts  of  parliament  and  council, 
which  allow  of  no  such  exorbitant  fines  for 
nonjurancy.  Those  hardships  for  simple 
nonconformity  did  very  much  prejudge  his 
estate  and  fiunily,  and  yet  we  shall  find  he 
met  with  heavier  things  afterward. 

But  their  procedure  with  the  reverend 
Mr.  Alexander  Smith,  minister  at  Cowcnd, 
Mras  perfectly  tyrannical,  antichristian,  and 
barbarous.  We  heard  before  that  he  was 
turned  out  of  his  charge,  and  at  present  he 
was  residing  at  Leith.  This  worthy  and 
religious  person  is  called  before  them,  and 
charged  with  preaching  privately  in  his  own 
house,  or,  in  the  present  style,  for  keeping 
of  conventicles.  He  compeared  before  them ; 
and  when  charged  with  conventicling,  his 
examination  was  oddly  enough  interrupted. 
In  answering  some  interrogatories  bishop 
Sharp  put  to  him,  Mr.  Smith  did  not  give 
him  his  titles,  and  called  him  only  Sir. 
The  earl  of  Rothes  asked  him.  If  he  knew 
to  whom  he  was  speaking?  Mr.  Smith 
answered.  Yes,  my  lord,  I  do,  I  s{>eak  to 
Mr.  James  Sharp,  once  a  fellow-minbter 
with  myself.  This  was  reckoned  a  high 
crime,  and  without  any  further  inquiry  into 
the  affiur  of  conventicles,  Mr.  Smith  was 
immediately  ordered  to  be  laid  in  the  irons, 
and  cast  into  that  nasty  place,  commonly 
called,  the  thieves'  hole,  where  he  had  for 
his  company  only  a  poor  furious  distracted 
man.  There  he  continued  for  some  time, 
until  the  kindness  and  respect  of  the  people 
of  the  town  of  Edinburgh  to  Mr.  Smith, 
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made  the  bishops  •ashamed  of  thb  i^^^^ 
unaccountable  step.  So  he  was 
removed  to  another  room  in  the  prison, 
where,  throng  cold  and  other  pieces  of  harsh 
treatment,  he  sickened,  and  was  in  the  hazard 
of  his  life ;  yet,  such  was  their  cruelty,  he 
could  not  get  a  few  days'  liberty  from  prison. 
In  some  time,  by  another  sentence,  he  was 
banished  to  one  of  the  isles  of  Shetland, 


where  he  continued  many  years.  I  am  told, 
that  for  four  years  he  lived  alone  in  a  wild 
desolate  island,  in  a  very  miserable  pligfit ; 
he  had  nothing  but  barley  for  his  bread,  and 
his  fuel  to  ready  it  with  was  sea-tangle  and 
wreck,  and  had  no  more  to  preserve  his 
miserable  life. 

Their  treatment  of  some  of  the  parishioners 
of  Ancrum,  deserves  likewise  our  notice. 
When  worthy  Mr.  Livingstone,  as  above  we 
have  heard,  had  been  taken  from  them,  one 
Mr.  James  Scott,  who  had  been  excom- 
municated about  twenty  years  ago,  and 
continued  still  under  the  sentence,  was 
presented  to  that  chaise,  although  he 
possessed  two  benefices  elsewhere.  Upon 
the  day  named  for  his  induction  and  set- 
tlement at  Ancrum,  a  great  many  people 
convened  to  give  him  that  welcome  loathed 
and  forced  ministers  use  to  receive.  A 
country  woman  desired  earnestly  to  speak 
with  him,  hoping  to  dissuade  him  from 
engaging  in  the  charge  of  that  congregation, 
who  were  so  averse  from  him ;  but  he  would 
not  stay  to  speak  with  her.  She  in  her 
coarse  rude  way  pulled  him  by  the  cloak, 
praying  him  to  hear  her  a  little ;  whereu()on, 
not  like  one  of  Paul's  bishops,  who  were  not 
to  strike,  he  turned  and  beat  her  most  cruelly 
with  his  staff  This  treatment  provoked 
two  or  three  boys  to  cast  some  stones  at 
him,  which  touched  him  not,  nor  any  of  his 
company.  This  was  presently  found  to  be 
a  treasonable  tumult,  and  the  sheriff  and 
country  magistrates  thereabout  fined  and 
imprisoned  some  of  them.  This,  one  would 
think,  might  have  atoned  for  a  fault  of  this 
nature.  But  our  high  commission  behoved 
to  have  those  criminals  before  them :  so  four 
boys,  and  this  woman,  Mrith  two  brothers 
of  hers,  of  the  name  of  TumbuU,  are 
brought  into  Edinburgh  prisoners.  The  four 
boys  are   brought   liefore   the   court,  and 
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lfi64.  ^^i^^B"^  ^^  "P^*^  Scott's  beadog 
the  woman,  they  bad  thrown  each 
their  stone.  The  commissioner  told  them, 
h^Pgii^  was  too  little  for  them.  However^ 
the  sentence  of  this  merciful  court  was,  that 
they  should  be  scourged  through  the  city  of 
Edinburgh,  and  burnt  in  the  &ce  with  a  hot 
Iron,  and  then  sold  as  slaves  to  Barbadoes. 
It  is  a  question,  if  the  Spanish  inquisition 
Would  have  gone  further.  That  excellent 
lawyer  Sir  John  Oilmour  told  them  they  had 
DO  law  for  this  cruel  sentence;  but  when  they 
wanted  law  they  resolved  to  make  a  practick, 
which  would  be  as  good  as  a  law  to  them  in 
their  after-procedure  against  presbyterians. 
The  boys  endured  their  punishment  like 
men  and  Christians,  to  the  admiration  of 
multitudes.  The  two  brothers  are  banished 
to  Virginia,  for  no  other  crime  I  can  hear 
of,  but  their  protecting  their  sister,  though 
they  had  small  families  to  subsist  by  their 
labour.  The  poor  woman  was,  in  great 
clemency,  ordered  to  be  scourged  through 
the  town  of  Jedbuigh.  Bishop  Burnet  was 
applied  unto  that  she  might  be  spared,  seeing 
perhaps  she  might  be  with  child.  The  answer 
he  was  pleased  to  give  was.  That  he  would 
cause  claw  the  itch  out  of  her  shoulders. 

Several  presbyterian  ministers  were  before 
them,  of  whom  I  have  but  short  and  imperfect 
accounts.  Mr.  George  Hamilton,  since  the 
revolution  minister  at  Edinburgh,  and  some 
other  ministers  in  Fife,  were  cited,  and  when 
they  appeared,  were  discharged  to  celebrate 
the  sacrament  of  the  supper  in  their  parishes. 
I  know  no  account  can  be  given  of  this, 
save  that  when  the  holy  communion  was 
celebrate,  great  numbers  gathered  from  other 
places  to  participate  in  that  ordinance; 
which  fretted  the  bishops.  Mr.  John  Scott, 
minister  at  Oxnam,  Mr.  James  Donaldson, 
and  other  two  ministers  were  brought  before 
them,  being  of  the  number  of  six  or  seven 
who  had  been  at  a  communion,  which  was 
reckoned  contrary  to  law.  \yhat  was  done 
with  them  I  have  not  learned.  Some  who 
were  cited  to  appear  before  this  court,  had 
no  freedom  to  compear,  unless  it  had  been 
to  have  declined  their  authority.  Others 
reckoned  it  a  mere  civil  court,  and  in  civil 
things  merely,  not  to  be  declined. 

When  this  court  sat  at  Glasgow,  I  find 
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Sir  \^^am  Cuningham  of  CuninghamLead 
before  them.  He  was  obliged  to  produce 
his  chaplain  Mr.  John  Uattridge,  since  the 
revolution  an  able  and  useful  goapel  mioistei 
for  many  years  in  the  north  of  Ireland. 
This  excellent  person,  when  he  came  before 
them,  intended  to  say  somewhat  by  way  of 
testimony  i^ainst  the  nature  and  constitutioa 
of  that  court,  and  addressed  himself  thus  to 
them.  ^  My  lords,  I  hope  none  of  you  will 
take  it  ill,  that  I  declare  before  you  some 
things  that  are  pressures  to  my  consdence.** 
At  this  the  primate  started,  and  interrupted 
him,  saying,  **  What  have  we  to  do,  sir,  with 
the  pressures  of  your  conscience  ?  go  to  the 
door  presently.*'  And  as  he  was  removing, 
he  called  to  him,  without  ever  consulting 
the  court,  **  Sir,  you  are  discharged  to  preach 
without  the  archbishop  of  Glasgo Vs  iirense,** 
and  so  he  was  no  more  called. 

At  one  of  their  meetings  at  Cdinbuxgh, 
they  had  Fringle  of  Greenknows  before 
them,  merely  for  nonconformity ;  and  when 
they  could  prove  nothing  against  him,  the 
oath  of  allegiance  was  tendered  to  him. 
He  told  them,  he  had  no  difficulty  as  to  it, 
except  in  the  clause  relative  to  the  supremacy, 
and  offered  to  take  that  according  to  bishop 
Usher's  explication,  approven  by  James  VI. 
But  because  the  gentleman  would  not 
instantly  take  it  in  the  terms  offered,  without 
any  explication,  they  fined  him  in  some 
hundred  pounds  sterling. 

I  find  nothing  in  the  council  registers  for 
a  good  while  as  to  this  court ;  and  indeed  it 
was  not  so  consistent  with  their  credit,  as 
hath  been  noticed  already.  At  length,  July 
7th,  no  doubt,  upon  application  made  to 
them  from  the  high  commission,  '*  the  lords 
of  his  majesty's  privy  council  ordain  letters 
of  homing  to  be  direct  for  payment  of  all 
fines  imposed,  and  to  be  imposed  by  decreeti 
of  tiie  commission  for  church  affiurs,  upon 
sight  of  production  of  the  said  decreets  to 
the  clerk  of  council."  And,  November  9th, 
"  the  lords  of  privy  council  ordain  letters  of 
poinding  to  be  directed  upon  all  decreets 
pronounced,  or  to  be  pronounced  by  the 
commissioners  for  regulating  church  affiiirs, 
whereby  any  persons  are,  or  shall  be  fined 
in  liquidate  sums  of  money,  whereanent 
these  presents  shall  be  a  sufficient  warrant 
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to  the  cleric  of  council.**  Through  this  year 
and  the  following,  I  obeerve  but  little  in  the 
council4xx>ks  relative  to  the  lubject  of  this 
lustory;  and  the  two  archbishops  are  still 
present  in  the  sederunts,  when  any  thing  of 
this  nature  comes  in.  It  is  observed  in 
some  papers  before  me,  that  towards  the  end 
of  this  year  the  primate  got  the  powers  of 
this  high  commission  court,  termed  likewise. 
the  commistton  for  church  or  ecclesiastical 
a£^rs,  enlai^ged,  and  foil  powers  to  them  to 
banish,  stigmatize,  and  inflict  all  kinds  of 
punishment,  save  death.  However,  it  seems, 
they  have  assumed  those  powers  before  they 
were  conferred  upon  them. 

These  short  hints  of  the  procedure  of 
this  court,  are  all  I  have  met  with.  Fh>m 
them  we  may  easily  guess,  what  a  black 
figure  a  full  history  of  this  tyrannous  inqui- 
ation-court  would  make,  could  it  be  now  at 
this  distance  recovered ;  and  the  reader  is 
left  to  form  a  judgment  of  their  cruelty 
from  this  taste  of  their  procedure,  thou^ 
indeed  those  are  but  the  smallest  part  of 
their  actings. 
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Of  the  more  general  ads  and  procedure  of  the 
council  againtt  presbyierians,  ikit  year,  1664. 

Although  the  high  commission  court,  during 
this  year,  took  a  good  part  of  the  ordinary 
work  of  persecution  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
councO,  yet  we  shall  meet  with  several 
things  before  them,  which  call  for  a  room  in 
this  history.  The  great  thing  before  them 
is  the  pushing  the  declaration,  and  putting 
the  act  about  fines  in  execution.  We  shall 
likewise  meet  with  some  further  new  and 
severe  acts  passed  against  presbyteiians. 

We  have  seen,  upon  the  last  year,  how 
matters  stood  as  to  the  declaration  appointed 
by  the  parliament  to  be  taken  by  all  persons 
in  office  and  trust:  this  year  the  council 
•o  on  in  pushing  it.  January  5th,  a  letter 
fru  m  the  king  upon  this  subject,  directed  to 
the  chancellor,  is  read,  the  tenor  whereof 
follows:^ 


«  Right  trusty,  &c. 
•We  greet  you  well. 


We  have  been 


informed,  that  the  lords  of  our  privy  i|>|»j 
council,  and  the  senators  and  other 
members  of  our  college  of  justice,  have 
readily  signed  the  declaration,  viz.  concerning 
the  covenant.  And  though  we  are  well 
pleased  that  those  who  were  present,  gave 
obedience  to  the  law ;  yet  lest  any  should 
shift  that  duty,  by  absenting  themsdves,  and 
so  delay  their  subscription,  we  thou^t  fit 
to  require  you  to  acquaint  our  privy  council, 
that  it  is  our  pleasure,  that  with  all  con- 
venient speed  they  do  return  us  an  account 
of  the  subscription  or  refiisal  of  their  absent 
members,  and  of  all  sheriffii,  magistrates  of 
burghs,  justices  of  the  peace,  and  all  others 
who  by  the  act  are  required  to  subscribe. 
You  shall  also  in  our  name  require  the 
senators  of  our  eoll^  of  justice,  to  i^>point 
a  set  day  on  which  the  absent  senators  and 
other  members  may  either  subscribe  or 
refose,  to  the  end  we  may  take  care  for 
supplying  the  places  of  such  as  shall  on  that 
account  forsake  their  station,  and  that  both 
the  lords  of  council  and  sesnon  respectively 
do  declare  the  places  of  the  refusers  void ; 
and  that  upon  no  terms,  neither  of  them 
admit  any  written  explication  or  declaration 
upon  the  subscription  of  any ;  which  would 
look  so  like  the  stating  of  a  party,  that  we 
shall  never  endure  it.  So  expecting  an 
account  of  these  our  commands,  we  bid 
you  farewell.     Given,  Ac.  December  19th, 

1663. 

^  Laudvrdalb.** 

These  caveats  and  commands,  no  doubt, 
refer  to  the  scruplers  at  this  declaration  we 
heard  of  before.  Upon  this  letter,  the  eari 
of  Linlithgow  is  required  to  see  the  earl  of 
Wigton  subscribe,  because  at  present  he  is 
incBsposed;  and  the  council  order  a  letter 
to  be  writ  to  the  hull  shires  and  burghs 
through  the  kingdom,  **  acquunting  them 
with  his  majesty's  letter  above,  and  requiring 
an  account  of  their  diligence  in  this  afiair 
'twixt  and  the  18th  of  February  next  to 
come,  or  sooner  if  posnble ;  adding,  th  at  if 
they  be  not  punctual  in  discharging  their 
duty  in  this  particular,  the  council  wil  1  look 
on  than  as  neglecters  of  his  majesty's  s  ervice, 
and  proceed  accordingly;  and  requiring  them 


396  THE  HISTORY  OF 

.^^  presently  to  deprhre  all  refiisera 
of  their  offices,  and  punish  them 
otherwise  conform  to  the  act  of  parlia- 
ment." And  January  19th,  the  council  mtlain 
the  magistrates  of  Edinburgh  to  make  a 
tonal  report  anent  their  subscribing  the 
declaration  in  manner  prescribed  by  act  of 
council,  and  to  give  in  a  list  of  their  names 
to  the  council,  who  refuse  to  subscribe  be- 
twixt and  the  26th  instant  peremptorie.  The 
coundi,  February  83d,  when  th^  had  vraited 
for  returns  from  the  shires  and  bui^ghs  to 
whom  they  wrote,  come  to  give  the  king  an 
account  of  their  diligence  in  the  following 
letter 

**  Most  sacred  sovereign, 
**  We  have  delayed  hitherto  to  answer 
your  majesty's  letter  of  December  19th,  till 
we  should  be  able  to  ghre  an  account  of  our 
obedience  to  your  majesty's  commands  con- 
cerning the  declaration.  We  did  order  all 
sheriffs  and  magistrates  of  burghs  to  ofSer 
the  same  to  all  within  their  jurisdictions, 
and  have  sent  herewith  to  your  majesty's 
secretary,  a  paper,  bearing  their  particidar 
returns.  It  will  thereby  appear,  that  all  the 
royal  buighs  have  given  obedience,  except 
some  few  who  are  not  considerable.  And 
upon  the  desire  of  some  of  their  magistrates, 
we  have  given  warrant  to  make  a  new 
election  of  their  magistrates,  consisting  of 
such  as  are  willing  to  subscribe;  whereof 
we  expect  a  good  account.  As  for  the 
shires,  many  of  them  have  excused  them- 
selves for  not  returning  so  good  an  account 
of  their  obedience  at  present,  by  reason  that 
the  justices  of  peace  are  not  yet  settled, 
which  will  now  be  done  in  a  very  short 
time.  We  believe,  the  lords  of  session  will 
make  their  own  return  to  your  majesty,  for 
themselves  and  all  the  members  of  the  coU^e 
of  justice.  As  for  us  of  your  majesty's 
privy  council,  all  who  reside  in  this  kingdom  | 
have  subscribed. — We  have  issued  a  pro- 
clamation in  your  majesty's  name,  discharging 
all  in  public  trust,  who  shall  not  subscribe 
betwixt  and  the  14th  of  April  next,  to 
exeroise  any  place  of  office,  under  the  pain 
to  be  proceeded  against  as  usurpers  of  your 
majesty's  authority.     And  in  all  other  your 
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majesty's  ooncems,  we  shall  be  moat  willing 
to  give  sudi  obedience  to  your  majestjr's 
royal  commands,  as  may  witaeas  us  to  be, 

**  Most  sacred  sovereign, 

**  your  majes^s  nooet  humUe  and 
**  fiuthfid  subfects  and  servants, 

«  Glencaim,  chancellor,  Hamilton,  Linlithgow, 
Dnnfamliog,  Soothedc,  KiDcardino,  Hal- 
kertoim,  Bdleodeo,  J.  GIfanoar,  A.  FHm- 
rooe^  J.  Humi^  J.  Ixwkhart,  Sir  Bohcrt 
Murray. " 

The  proclamation  they  speak  of  foUows 
in  the  registers,  which  being  in  |nint,  and 
the  substance  of  it  narrated,  needa  not  be 
insert.  Those  peremptoiy  letters  and  [»>- 
damation,  produced  a  pretty  general  giving 
in  to  this  dedaradon:  a  great  many  m 
burghs  through  the  west  and  south,  demitted 
their  offices,  and  this  brought  the  managers 
under  new  difficulties  how  to  get  a  council 
and  magistracy  in  several  places,  who  would 
take  the  dedararion,  when  those  who  had 
been  brought  in  to  it,  were  to  go  oSi  That 
the  reader  may  have  all  which  rdatea  to  this 
head  together,  I  shall  subjoin  the  council's 
acts  as  to  this,  with  relation  to  the  burghs 
of  Ayr  and  Irvine. 

**  September  14th,  the  lords  of  his  majesty's 
privy  council  being  informed  of  the  prejudice 
that  the  buig^  of  Ayr  is  like  to  sustain,  by 
reason  that  many  persons  within  the  same 
have  not  takeik  the  declaration  appointed  to 
be  subscribed  by  persons  in  public  trust,  and 
so  cannot  be  elected  magistrates  and  coun- 
sellors this  ensuing  year:  as  also,  that  they 
want  a  town-treasurer :  therefore  do  ordain 
the  magistrates  and  town  council  to  dect 
persons,  who  have  subscribed  the  said 
dedaration,to  be  magistrates  and  counsellors 
this  ensuing  year:  but  if  they  shall  not 
find  fit  persons  who  have  taken  it,  the 
lords  ordain  the  present  magistrates  and 
council  to  continue  in  place  for  the  space  of 
two  months,  and  longer,  during  the  council's 
pleasure,  and  until  they  consider  what  course 
to  take  anent  the  said  buigh:  and  in  the 
meantime  give  power  to  them  to  choose  a 
treasurer." 

The  same  case  almost  falls  before  them 
from  the  town  of  Irvine,  and  they  take  much 
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the  same  methodt  only  order  a  proeecutioa 
i^aiost  the  recusants.  November  Sdy^'Anent 
a  petition  presented  by  Robert  Cuningfaam, 
provost  of  the  bui^  of  Irvine,  and  Henry 
Lynn,  one  of  the  bailies  of  the  same  for  the 
last  year^  in  name  of  themselves  and  the 
said  burgh,  showing,  That  having  met  on 
the  last  day  of  September  last,  and  conform 
to  the  order  observed  in  that  buigh,  elected 
the  persons  following  to  be  of  the  council, 
to  wit,  John  Porter,  Gilbert  Wylie,  John 
Reid,  elder,  John  Gray,  Alexander  Gardiner, 
Knian  Holmes,  and  some  others  who  were 
out  of  the  kiqgdom;  the  forenamed  persons 
who  were  present,  did  all  refose  to  accept, 
because  they  were  not  clear  to  subscribe  the 
declaration  appointed  by  law,  as  instruments 
taken  thereupon,  and  produced,  bear;  so 
that  thereby  the  said  buigfa  is  like  to  be 
altogether  disaf^minted  of  magistrates  for  the 
gainng  year:  humbly  therefore  desiring 
warrant  to  the  eSbct  underwritten.  The 
lords  of  his  nujesty's  privy  council,  having 
heard  and  considered  the  foresaid  petition, 
do  herdjy  give  warrant  to  the  said  msigistrates 
and  counsellors,  to  continue  in  the  exercise 
of  their  offices,  till  the  council  give  forther 
orders.  And  in  the  meantime  ordain  letters 
to  be  directed  for  citii^  the  above  named 
persons,  who  refosed  to  acc^t  as  coun- 
sellors, to  compear  before  the  council,  the 
day  of next  to  come,  to  answer 


therefore^  and  to  cite  witnesses." 

I  find  no  more  about  them  this  year  in 
the  registers.  Some  of  those  cited,  I  know, 
were  worthy  and  religious  persons,  and  stuck 
at  the  declaration  fixxn  a  real  scruple  of 
conscience.  Thus  we  may  see  how  this 
affiur  of  the  declaration  stands  during  this 
year.  I  go  on  now  to  give  some  account  of 
the  council's  procedure  this  year,  upon  the 
act  of  fines.  February  16th,  a  letter  is  read 
in  coundl  from  the  king,  upon  this  suliject ; 
which  is  as  follows  :— 

^  Right  trusty,  &c 

**  We  greet  you  well.  Whereas^  about  a 
year  ago,  we  did,  by  our  letter,  appoint  a 
proclamation  to  be  issued  for  suspending  of 
the  payment  of  the  fines  imposed  by  the 
second  session  x>f  our  parliament,  until  we 
should  declare  our  fiurther  pleasure^  suspend- 
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ing  also  the  penalties  for  nonpaj^   1M4. 
ment   ui  the  interim:     * 


therefore  to  require  and  anthorise  you  to 
issue  a  new  prodamatioa,  in  our  name^ia 
dne  and  ordinary  form,  requiring  and  com- 
manding all  such  fined  persons,  as  shall  be 
charged  in  the  name  of  our  treasurer,  or 
treasurer-depute,  or  advocate,  betwixt  the 
date  of  the  prodamadon,  and  the  first  day 
of  August  1664^  to  make  payment  to  such 
as  we  shall  anthorixe,  of  the  first  half  of  the 
fines  imposed  by  the  act  of  parliament  for 
fines,  betwixt  and  the  foast  and  term  of 
Bfartinmas  next,  this  year  1664^  under  the 
pains  and  penalties  contained  in  the  said 
act :  as  also,  the  same  persons  who  shall  be 
chaiged  to  pay  the  second  moiety  of  the 
fines»  at  or  b^bre  the  term  of  Gandlemos 
next  following,  in  the  year  1665,  under  the 
same  pains.  For  the  whidi  proclamation 
this  shall  be  your  sufficient  warrant.  Given, 
Sec  February,  1663-4. 

**  Laudbbdalk." 


Next  coundl  day,  Fdxtiary  18th,  the 
drangfat  of  a  proclamation  is  brought  in, 
approven,  and  ordered  to  be  puUished  at 
the  cross  of  Edinbnigh,  and  they  declare 
the  same  to  be  as  soffident  as  if  prodana- 
tion  were  made  at  the  head-boi^^  of  this 
kingdom.  It  is  sustained  in  terms  above 
mentioned,  and  printed,  so  it  needs  not  be 
added. 

July  30th,  the  payment  of  the  fines  is  pro- 
rogate a  littie  longer.  The  fiillowing  letter 
fixNu  the  kii^  is  read,  and  recorded. 

*<  Right  trusty,  &c 
**  Whereas,  by  our  letter  dated  the  6lh 
of  FdNTuary,  we  gave  order,  that  such  of  the 
fined  persons  who  should  be  charged,  were 
to  pay  in  their  first  moiety  of  tiie  fines, 
betwixt  and  the  term  of  Martinmas  next, 
and  the  second  betwat  and  Candlemas  1665, 
and  because  none  are  yet  charged,  we  do, 
by  these  presents,  authorize  and  require  you 
to  issue  out  a  proclamation  in  due  and 
ordinary  form,  requiring  such  as  shall  be 
charged  betwixt  and  the  hut  day  of  August 
next,  to  make  ready  their  first  moiety  at  or 
before  ^the  11th  of  December  next,  under 
the  same  certifications  contained  in  our 
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thereof  were  from  thenceforth  to  enjoy  the 
benefit  of  our  pardon  and  indemnity,  to  all 
intents  and  purpoiet.  And  albeit,  upon 
divers  good  considerations,  we  have  hitherto 
ibrbom  to  require  the  calling  in  of  those 
suras,  so  that  the  persons  liable  in  payment 
thereof,  have  had  two  years  to  provide  them- 
selves; yet,  now  considering  the  great  burdens 
and  pressures  many  of  our  best  subjects  are 
lying  under,  and  the  extremities  they  and 
thdr  families  are  reduced  unto,by  their  suffbr- 
ings  for  their  loyalty  and  service  to  us,  and 
our  royal  father,  we  find  ourselves  obliged 
in  conscience  and  honour  to  be  zealous  and 
careful  of  any  means  offered  for  their  supply 
and  relief:  and  therefore,  in  pursuance  of 
those  courses,  which,  in  order  to  their 
reparation,  have  been  condescended  and 
a^^ed  to  by  our  parliament,  we  have  thought 
fit  that  the  sums  imposed  by  the  foresaid 
act,  should  now  be  called  for,  and  paid  in  to 
the  persons  appointed  by  us  to  receive  the 
tame.  Our  will  is  herefore,  and  we  charge 
you  strictly,  that  incontinent,  thir  our  letters 
seen,  you  pass  to  the  market-cross  of  Edin- 
burgh, and  other  places  needful,  and  there 
by  open  proclamation,  you  do  make  intima^ 
tion  unto,  and  charge  the  persons  particularly 
named  in  the  list  underwritten,  and  the  heirs 
and  executors  of  such  of  them  as  are  dead, 
to  make  payment  to  Sir  William  Bruce 
knight,  clerk  of  the  bills,  whom  we  have 
appointed  our  recover  for  that  effect,  of  the 
several  sums  of  money  after  mentioned, 
imposed  upon  each  of  them  by  the  said  act ; 
the  one  half  of  the  sud  sums  to  be  paid 
betwixt  and  Candlemas  next  to  come,  in  the 
year  16d5,  and  the  other  half  in  full  and 
complete  payment  of  the  whole,  betwixt 
and  the  tom  of  Whitsunday  thereafter,  in 
the  said  year  1665,  under  the  pains,  and 
with  certification  above  mentioned,  con- 
tained in  the  said  act,  which  shall  be  inflicted 
and  executed  without  favour,  upon  such  as 
shall  fiul  in  due  payment  of  the  sdd  sums, 
at  the  terms  foresaid. 

^  By  his  majesty's  command, 
**  Lauderdals." 


The  list  spoken  of  here,  is  that  which 
formerly  upon  the  third  chapter  was  insert ; 
and  I  take  the  first  and  greatest  part  of  this 
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warrant  to  be  just  a  resumption    immg 
of  the   act    of  pariiament  about 
fines,  and  therefore  though  many  remarisi 
might  be  made  upon  it,  yet  I  shall  only  make 
an  observe  or  two,  to  set  matters,  which 
seem  here  misrepresented,  in  their  due  light. 

This  warrant,  or  the  act  narrated  in  it, 
supposes  the  persons  fined  to  have  been 
guilty  of  great  crimes ;  whereas  the  matter 
of  fiurt  is,  they  were  guilty  of  no  other  thing 
than  what  the  managers  themselves  and  the 
whole  nation  was  guilty  of,  a  necessary  sub- 
jection to  the  English ;  here  they  are  repre- 
sented as  liable  to  the  pains  of  treason.*  It 
is  hard  indeed  to  define  what  treason  is  in 
this  and  the  following  reign,  when  eveiy 
thing  almost  is  made  treason:  but  thu  I 
afiBrm,  that  nothing  treasonable  could  bo 
chaiged  on  them,  save  their  compliance  with 
the  usurpers,  when  forced  to  it,  and  it  was 
nationally  come  in  to.  Besides,  even  this 
oug^t  to  have  been  proven  upon  them,  and 
some  acts  of  it  produced,  wherein  they  had 
exceeded  others  who  were  not  put  into  this 
list ;  and  not  in  a  partial  clandestine  manner, 
a  set  of  the  best  people  in  the  nation  culled 
out,  without  any  probation  or  reason,  and 
dealt  in  another  way  with  than  others: 
while  in  the  meantime  it  was  certain,  a 
great  many  of  them  were  less  involved  with 
the  English  than  those  not  put  in  this  list, 
yea,  a  good  many  of  them  were  remarkable 
for  their  steadfast  adherence  to  the  king's 
interests,  when  at  the  lowest.  But  what- 
ever is  pretended  here,  the  true  reason  of 
marking  out  those  persons  named  in  the 
act  of  fines  was,  they  were  esteemed  firm 
presbyterians,  and  averse  from  the  change  in 
church  government  now  established,  as  hath 
been  observed. 

Again  it  is  alleged,  many  of  the  king's 
subjects  were  brought  to  sufferings  for  their 


*  The  law  of  Scotland  was  to  execrable,  that 
it  was  the  eaaieat  of  all  pofdble  undertakiogR  to 
convict  any  peraon  of  treason.  When  a  murder 
was  to  be  perpetrated,. and  the  intended  mur- 
derer or  murderers  wished  to  cover  it  with  the 
forma  of  justice^  and  to  have  it  entcurad  in  the 
national  records  as  legal,  the  absurd  and  wiclted 
statute  of  learing-making  was  alwajrs  at  hand, 
from  the  provisos  of  which  do  odo  could  cacape, 
if  he  had  at  any  one  time  of  his  life  ventured  a 
single  speculation  on  public  affidrs.— £!cf. 
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Ifl64  loyalty  to  the  king  and  his  father^ 
and  their  loBses  were  to  be  made 
up  out  of  those  fines.  This  u  mere  allega- 
tion without  proof.  Had  an  open  and  l^gal 
process  been  raised,  and  the  tbct  fidrly 
proven,  that  the  fined  persons  by  their  dis- 
loyalty had  brought  those  hardships  upon 
i  tho9e  who  were  to  share  in  the  fines,  there 
might  have  been  some  colour  of  reason  for 
this  procedure ;  but  nothing  of  this  was  done. 
Neither  was  this  in  the  least  the  rule  Mid- 
dleton  and  his  agents  went  by  in  drawing  up 
the  list  Besides,  it  is  well  enough  known, 
that  the  fines  were  ndther  distributed,  nor 
ever  designed  to  be  distributed  to  such  as 
were  snflferers  for  their  adherence  to  the 
king,  otherwise  presbjterian  ministers  would 
have  come  in  for  their  large  share.  Mld- 
dleton  designed  them  for  himself  and  his 
creatures;  these  who  succeeded  him  would 
willingly  enough  have  shared  them  among 
themselves:  but  unfiireseen  things  fell  in 
their  way,  and  they  were  applied  to  uses 
quite  dififcrcnt  from  the  projectors'  design, 
as  we  shall  afterwards  see ;  so  that  all  this 
is  mere  grimace,  and  it  was  a  bitter  satire 
upon  the  king  to  make  him  say,  he  found 
himself  obliged  in  conscience  to  uplifl  those 
fines.  Many  things  further  might  be  noticed 
here,  but  I  shall  not  enlarge.  It  was  a  jest 
to  call  them  some  small  fines,  and  one  needs 
only  look  back  to  the  list  of  them  to  see 
thdr  exorbitancy.  The  pretext  is  as  ground- 
less, that  two  years'  delay  made  them  easier 
to  be  paid.  The  people  concerned  might 
rather,  from  the  delay,  conclude,  the  managers 
were  so  far  convinced  of  the  unreasonable- 
ness of  the  imposition,  as  they  would  be  dropt 
altogether.  But  I  come  forward  to  what 
the  council  do  on  this  letter  and  warrant. 

**  The  lords  of  his  majesty's  privj*  council, 
in  obedience  to  his  majesty's  letter  of  the 
1 7th  of  September  last,  commanding  a  pro- 
clamation to  be  published,  for  calling  in  of 
the  fines,  at  the  head  burghs  of  the  several 
shires,  stewartries,  and  regalities,  where  any 
of  the  persons  to  be  charged  do  reside,  the 
said  persons'  names  and  several  fines  being 
first  insert  conform  to  his  majesty's  warrant 
and  order,  and  a  particular  list  to  be  given 
to  the  clerk  of  the  council ;  for  that  effect 
give  power  and  warrant  to  the  said  clerk  to 


fill  up  the  names  of  such  persona  as  are  to 
be  charged,  with  their  particular  fines,  con- 
fimn  to  the  said  list,  in  the  several  prodam* 
ations  to  be  sent  to  the  several  ahires, 
stewartries,  and  regalities,  and  to  subscribe 
the  doubles  thereof,  and  to  signet  the  same 
with  the  signet  of  the  privy  coundl,  which 
is  declared  to  be  a  suflBdent  warrant  to 
messengers  or  macers,  for  making  publication 
thereof  at  the  head  burghs,  and  to  subscribe 
the  doubles  thereof,  and  signet  the  same :  and 
that  the  said  proclamation  at  the  head  burgh 
of  every  shire,  stewartry  and  regality,  shall  be 
a  sufficient  intimation  to  all  persona  therein 
named,  for  making  payment  of  their  respec- 
tive fines  and  proportions  therein  contained; 
and  in  case  of  th&r  disobedience,  to  make 
them  liable  to  the  certification,  peiudties,  and 
pains  contained  in  the  same."  This  was 
put  in  execution,  as  we  shall  hear  afterwards, 
with  the  utmost  severity.  And  thus  we 
have  a  view  of  this  oppressive  step  of 
uplifting  so  many  fines,  imposed  upon  great 
numbers  of  the  best  of  the  nation,  in  the 
most  arbitrary  manner.  I  return  now  to 
some  other  acts  of  council  this  year,  grava- 
minous  enough. 

In  such  a  time  as  this,  presbyterian 
ministers  and  others  used  frequently  to 
meet  together  for  prayer  in  private  houses : 
and  information  being  given  of  this  by  the 
bishops  and  their  underlings,  who  could  not 
well  bear  the  prayers  of  the  people  of  God, 
the  council  emit  the  following  act.  It  is 
indeed  only  with  respect  to  Edinburgh,  but 
no  doubt  it  was  de«gned  for  a  check  upon 
them  in  other  places  likewise.  February 
23d,  *'  The  lords  of  council  being  informed, 
that  there  are  several  private  meetings  and 
conventicles  within  the  city  of  Edinburgh, 
by  some  late  ministers,  and  others,  contrary 
to  law;  these  are  to  give  warrant  to  the 
magistrates  of  Edinburgh,  to  cause  search 
be  made  anent  the  keeping  of  any  such 
meetings ;  and  that  they  acquaint  the  lord 
chancellor  with  what  they  discover,  and  the 
persons'  names,  that  order  may  be  taken 
about  the  same." 

April  29th,  the  council  publish  an  act 
discharging  the  giving  charity,  and  mak- 
ing contributions  in  favour  of  sufiering 
ministers  and  others,  the  parallel  of  which. 
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I  believe,  we  shall  meet  with  no  where.     I 
gtre  it  as  it  stands  in  the  registers. 

^  The  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council 
bdog  informed^  that  without  any  public 
warrant  or  authority,  some  disaffected  per- 
sons to  the  present  establishment,  presume 
and  take  upon  them  to  require  contributions 
from  such  persons  as  they  please,  and  do 
collect  sums  of  money,  which  are  or  may  be 
employed  for  carrying  on  of  their  private 
designs,  prejudicial  to  the  peace  of  the 
Idngdom  and  his  majesty's  authority;  and 
considering  that  such  courses  and  underhand 
dealing  may  strengthen  seditious  persons 
in  dieir  practices  and  designs  to  disturb  the 
peace,  if  they  be  not  timously  prevented : 
therefore,  in  his  majesty's  name,  they  do 
prohibit  and  dischaige  all  persons  what- 
aomever,  to  seek  or  demand  any  contribu- 
tions or  supply,  or  to  recdve  any  sums  of 
money.  As  likewise  discharge  all  persons 
to  grant  or  deliver  any  contributions  to  any 
persons,  whosoever  shall  require  the  same, 
unless  it  be  upon  such  occasions  as  have 
been  publicly  allowed  and  known,  and 
heretofore  practised;  and  that  they  have 
a  special  warrant  and    allowance   of  the 
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lords  of  privy  council,  or  lords  of  the  clergy 
within  whose  dioceses  these  collections  are 
to  be  made.  With  certification,  that,  if 
they  contravene^  they  shall  be  proceeded 
against  as  persons  disafiected  to  the  present 
government,  and  movers  of  sedition.  And 
ordun  these  presents  to  be  printed  and 
pubtished  at  the  market-cross  of  Edinbuigh, 
and  other  places  needful,  that  none  pretend 
ignorance. 

**  Glbncairn,  Chanc.  I.  P.  D." 

TTiis  proclamation  is  a  full  evidence  of 
the  virulence  and  malice  of  the  prelates,  and 
how  little  of  the  spirit  of  Christianity  and 
compassion  was  in  them,  when  they  proposed 
and  pushed  such  an  act.  The  pretext,  that 
they  are  disaffected  persons  to  the  govern- 
ment, who  were  employed  in  those  contri- 
butions, is  a  mere  blind.  They  might  be 
disaffected  to  the  government,  in  the  church, 
but  they  were  not  to  the  state ;  and  so  it  is 
a  mere  jest  to  say,  that  such  contributions 
might  be  prejudicial  to  the  peace  of  the 
kingdom,  unless  the  preserving  the  lives  of 


the  presbyterian  ministers  and  &mi-  .  ^^ 
lies,  now  by  oppression  and  violence 
brought  to  a  starving  condition,  could 
endanger  the  same.  It  is  a  hard  pass  poor 
sufferers  are  brought  to,  when  they  are 
discharged  to  meet  together,  and  pray  to 
Qod  in  their  distresses,  and  all  subjects 
are  expressly  discharged  to  relieve  them 
in  thdr  distresses,  without  the  bishops' 
warrant. 

June  23d,  the  council  send  a  party  of 
soldiers  to  compel  the  parish  of  Dregfaom, 
in  the  shire  of  Ayr,  to  comply  with  the 
episcopal  minister  who  had  been  thrust  in 
upon  them.  I  know  no  more  of  this,  but 
what  is  contained  in  the  act.  ^  The  lords 
of  his  miyesty's  privy  council  being  informed, 
that  the  heritors  and  whole  inhabitants  of 
the  parish  of  Dreghom,  do,  in  manifest 
contempt  of  his  majesty's  authority,  and  the 
government  of  the  church  established  by 
law,  withdraw  themselves  altogether  from 
the  said  parish  church,  for  hearing  the 
word,  and  receiving  the  sacraments,  to  the 
scandal  of  the  Christian  profession;  do 
therefore  ordain  a  party  of  soldiers  to  be 
forthwith  sent  to  quarter  upon  that  parish, 
with  power  to  them  to  uplift  the  penalty  of 
twenty  shillings  Scots,  conform  to  the  late 
act  of  council,  ioties  quotie$^  from  every 
person  residing  in  the  said  parish,  who  shall 
withdraw  from  the  said  kirk,  and  recommend 
it  to  the  chancellor  to  name  the  number 
and  commander." — This  method  of  dragoon- 
ing people  to  the  church,  as  it  is  contrary  to 
the  spirit  of  Christianity,  so  it  was  a  stranger 
in  Scotland,  till  Bishop  Sharpe  and  the 
prelates  brought  it  in.  If  the  party  uplifted 
the  fines  for  bygones,  since  the  date  of  the 
council's  act  last  year,  how  terrible  a  sum 
must  they  exact  from  that  parish;  or  if 
they  stayed  there  some  weeks,  and  we 
suppose  them  to  be  eight  hundred  in  number, 
even  as  to  the  time  to  come,  they  shall 
uplift  more  every  week  than  is  yearly  paid 
to  the  minister.  But  such.procedure  wants 
no  reflectious.  I  shall  end  this  section  with 
another  proclamation  of  council,  of  a  piece 
with  those  we  meet  with  now  so  frequently : 
and,  because  I  have  not  seen  it  in  print,  I 
give  it  here  fix>m  the  registers,  November 
17th,  this  year. 

3e 
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"  Forasmuch  as  it  is  notour,  that 
divers  ministers,  who  have  gone 
off  their  charges  or  are  outed  by  law,  do 
ordinarily  repair  to  Edinbuigfa,  and  other 
burghs  and  places  expressly  forbid  by  acts  of 
oouncil,  and  do  there,  in  open  contempt  of  his 
majesty's  authority  and  acts  of  parliament 
and  council,  hold  their  meetings,  and  keep 
seditious  correqxmdences,  and  use  con- 
trivances for  seducing  and  debauching  his 
majest/s  sutjects,  from  the  duty  and  obe* 
dience  they  owe  to  the  laws  and  authority 
established,  to  the  scandal  of  religion,  and 
endangering  the  public  peace  and  quiet: 
therefore,  the  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy 
council  ordain  a  macer  topass  to  the  mvket- 
cross  of  Edinburgh,  and,  in  his  majesty's 
name  and  authority,  to  command  and  charge 
all  those  persons  who  have  been  removed 
from  the  charge  of  the  ministry  since  the 
first  of  January,  1661,  to  remove  themselves 
forth  of  the  buigh  of  Edinburgh,  vrithin  forty- 
eight  hours  after  the  publication  hereof,  and 
not  to  remain  or  reside  therein,  or  in  any 
other  places  prohibited  by  act  of  council, 
dated  August  13th,  1663,  unless  they  ask 
and  obtain  license  to  go  about  their  lawful 
business,  from  the  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy 
council,  or  from  the  bishop  of  the  diocese. 
With  certification,  that  if,  after  the  publica- 
tion hereof,  they  be  found  to  repair  to,  or 
reside  in  Edinburgh,  or  other  forbidden 
places  foresaid,  they  shall  be  seized  upon, 
and  put  in  sure  firmance,  until  they  receive 
the  punishment  provided  by  law,  against 
the  movers  of  sedition.  And  ordain  these 
presents  to  be  printed  and  published,  that 
none  pretend  ignorance." 

I  cannot  but  observe  here,  and  it  holds  in 
a  good  many  acts  of  this  time,  that  the 
managers  not  only  lay  the  severest  hardships 
upon  presbyterian  mimsters,  hinder  them 
to  pray  to  God,  to  get  relief  from  men,  and 
see  to  the  education  of  their  children  at 
schools,  unless  they  will  own  the  bishops  so 
for  as  to  take  a  warrant  from  them ;  but,  in 
their  acts,  load  them  without  any  ground 
and  reason,  or  permitting  them  to  answer 
for  themselves,  and  charge  them  with  crimes 
of  a  very  deep  nature,  of  which  they  were 
entirely  innocent;  or  at  best,  misrepresent 
things,  so   as    they    might    be    reckoned 


TH£  SUFFERINGS  []bOOR  I. 

seditious  and  scandalous  penoos.      Their 
reasonable  repairingto  Edmboig^  and  other 
buighs,  for  overlooking  their  <^dren  at 
schools,  and  other  necessary  business,  is 
pretended  to  be  for  seditious  correspond- 
ences   and    meetings,    for    purposes    not 
named.    I  know  no  convqwDctence  thev 
entertained,  unless  it  was  in   letters,  for 
strengthening  one  another  in  their  sufiering 
lot,  and  these  th^  n^ght  write  without 
being  in  bui^s.    They  were  all  of  them 
loyal  in  their  practices,  and  never  had  anj 
diare  in  any  thii^  seditious,      litis  was 
another  punishing  proclamation  for  one,  or 
rather   no   fiiult,   mere  nonconformity  in 
presbjrterian  ministers :  and  the  number  of 
punishments  inflicted  for  this  one  reason  is 
now  growing  so  great,  that  I  do  reckon  it 
up.     Some  at  this  time  remarked,  that  all 
the  former  proclamations  proceeded  from  the 
prelates'  fear  of,  or  hatred  to  presbyterian     . 
ministers:   but   this    proceeds  finom  pure 
envy:  and  the  true  reason  of  it  was,  the 
bishops  and  their  curates  were  uneasy  at  the 
respect  and  kindness  eridenced  to  ministers 
in  the  streets  of  Edinbuigh.     VHien  Mr. 
Douglas,  Mr.  Hutcheson,  or  other  kno^Ti 
presbyterian  ministers,  were  in  town,  tbev 
had  so  many  salutations  and  caps,  that  it 
galled  those  of  the  other  side,  who  were 
but  littie  regarded  except  from  fear.    And 
no  great  wonder,  for  their  practice,  conver- 
sation, and  doctrine,  the  great  things  which 
ought  to  create  respect  to  a  minister,  com- 
manded but  very  littie  to  them.     In  short, 
it  was  evidenUy  hard  and  unreasonable  to 
banish  presbyterian  ministers  from  the  town 
of  Edinburgh,  and  other  bui^ghs.     Popish 
priests,  and  professed  papists,  were  entirely 
at  their  liboty,  while  some  of  the  king's 
subjects,  who  had  done  no  fault,  but  stood 
to  their  known  principles  against    Inshops 
and  prelacy,  are  discharged  to  be  seen  in 
royal  burghs,  and   within   six  miles  of  a 
bishop's    house,    however  necessary  thdr 
affiiirs  were.      The  reader  must  conclude 
without  my  remarking  it,  that  as  the  taking 
away  of  civil  liberty,  paves  the  way,  and 
makes  room  for    church-tyranny,   so  this 
ecclesiastical  tyranny,  like  a  kindly  child  of 
such  a    parent,  encourages    slavety,    and 
removes  tiie  small  remains  of  any  tiling  Hke     \ 
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liberty.    I  go  on  to  the  hardahipi  of  par- 
ticultf  persons  this  year. 
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Of  Mtf  Suffering*  uffMrtiemlar  pretbyierian 
wuMtaieri,  f^ewUemem,  and  oiken^  this 
year,  1664w 

« 

Ths  actiiigt  of  the  high  commiBsion  court 
this  year,  were  the  most  considerable  branch 
of  the  church  of  Scotland's  cross,  and, 
together  with  the  acts  of  council  with  their 
procedure,  have,  in  some  measiue,  been  laid 
before  the  reader  upon  the  former  sections ; 
and  it  remains  that  I  give  the  accounts  come 
to  my  hand,  of  the  trouble  some  other  par- 
ticular persons  were  brought  under;  and  I 
begin  with  that  of  ministers. 

Since  the  general  c(|ection  of  the  younger 
presbyterian  ministers,  by  the  act  of  Glas- 
gow, the  bishops  endeavoured  to  weed  out 
the  elder  presbyterian  ministers,  one  after 
another  graduaUy,  that  they  might  possess 
the  house  alone.     Indeed   those   worthy 
aged  men  were,  upon  many  accounts,  eye- 
sores to  them.    Wherever  an  old  minister, 
settled  before  the  year  1649,  was  found, 
summons  was  sent  him  to  appear  before  the 
bishop  in  his  diocesan  meeting.    I  find  none 
who  obeyed  the  citation  after  the   first 
diocesan  meetings,  when,  alas  I  more  than 
might  have  been  expected,  both  elder  and 
younger,   did  conform.      When  ministers 
did  not  obey,  and  remained  at  their  chaige, 
the  Inshops,  piece  by  piece,  as  they  best 
might,  without  disobliging  noblemen    and 
other    heritors    concerned,    deposed   the 
minister  in  absence.    In  some  places  the 
prelate  made  the  fashion  of  calling  the  roll 
of  his  curates  at  thdr  meeting,  that  they 
might  give  their  assent  unto  the  presbyterian 
minister's  deposition,  which  they  were  not 
backward  to ;  but  this  was  only  a  form  they 
used,  or  not,  at  their  pleasure.      In   the 
dioceses  of  St.  Andrews  and  Edinbuigh* 
the  curates  were  told,  without  any  cere- 
mony, that  they  had  no  share  in  the  govern- 
ment.     And  when  some  of  the   inferior 
cleigy  began  to  grumble,  they  were  repri- 
manded by  the  bishop  of  Edinburgh,  and 
made  to  know,  that  the  power  of  jurisdic- 


tion was  lodged  in  his  sole  person,  i^gu. 
The  number  of  old  ministers,  this 
way  cast  out  of  their  churches,  was  but 
small  in  comparison  of  such  who  were  laid 
aside,  as  being  ordained  since  the  year 
1649,  and  so  the  instances  of  their  suflferings 
must  be  fewer.  The  hardships  of  two  of 
this  kind  offer  themselves  this  year,  with 
pretty  singular  drcumstanoes,  and  they 
were  both  very  great  men,  on  different  sides 
in  the  former  unhiqppy  breaches ;  Mr.  James 
Wood,  divinity  professor,  at  St.  Andrews, 
and  Mr.  William  Outhrie,  minister  of 
Fenwick,  in  the  shire  of  Ayr,  and  presbytery 
of  Irvine.  The  account  of  them  will  let  us 
understand  somewhat  more  of  the  methods, 
temper,  and  spirit  of  the  time  I  am  describ- 
ing ;  and  then  I  shall  give  the  hardships  of 
some  other  particular  persons,  and  their 
sufferings,  firom  the  council  books. 

Towards  the  beginning  of  this  year,  the 
learned,  grave,  and  singularly  pious  Bfr. 
James  Wood,  exchanged  this  present  life 
for  the  crown  of  righteousness.  We  have 
had  somewhat  of  him  before.  Under  pres- 
bytery he  had  been  colleague  to  BIr.  James 
Sharp,  and  as,  after  the  restoration,  he 
lamented  much  that  he  had  been  deceived 
by  this  unhappy  man,  so  he  regretted  that 
he  had  been  led  into  some  heights  on  the 
side  of  the  public  resolutions;  for  which, 
when  things  opened  out,  and  appeared  in 
their  true  state,  he  was  much  grieved.  The 
bishop  at  first  did  not  much  harass  Bir. 
Wood ;  he  was  an  old  dying  man,  and  his 
heart  broken  with  the  change  brou^t  in 
upon  this  once  beautifiil  church,  and  the 
primate  expected  to  be  soon  rid  of  him; 
yet  he  behoved  to  be  turned  out,  as  we 
have  seen. 

But  if  Mr.  Wood  suffered  not  in  his 
body,  as  some  of  his  brethren  did,  yet  the 
archbishop,  it  seems,  was  resolved  be 
should  be  wounded  in  his  name  and  re- 
putation after  his  death,  if  not  sooner.  In 
order  to  this,  the  primate  saw  good  once 
or  twice  to  give  Mr.  Wood  a  visit,  when  on 
his  deathbed  in  St.  Andrews.  He  was 
now  extremely  low  in  his  body,  and  spoke 
very  little  to  Bfr.  Sharp,  and  nothing  at  all 
about  the  changes  made,  or  the  state  of 
public  affairs.     However,  the  consequent 


1AA4.  ^  those  Tiiits  was,  the  primate 
•pread  a  report,  that  Mr.  Wood, 
being  now  under  the  Tiews  of  eternity,  and 
near  to  death,  profesaed  himself  very  much 
indiilafent  as  to  church  gotemment,  and 
declared  himself  as  much  for  episcopacy  as 
presbytery.  The  bishop  talked  in  all  com* 
panies,  that  Mr.  Wood,  in  conversation  with 
him,  had  acknowledged  presbyterian  govern- 
ment  to  be  indifierent,  and  alterable  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  magistrate,  and  other 
fidsefaoods  of  this  sort;  yea,  he  had  the 
impudence  to  write  up  accounts  of  this  to 
court,  even  befi^re  Mr.  Wood's  death.  When 
the  knowledge  of  these  reports  came  to 
Mr.  Wood's  ears,  they  added  grief  to  his 
sorrow;  and  he  could  find  no  rest  till  he 
vindicated  himself,  by  a  solemn  testimony 
i^gainst  such  wicked  calunmies,  subscribed, 
as  well  as  dictated,  by  himself  and  that 
before  two  witnesses  and  a  public  notar. 
It  deserves  a  room  here,  and  follows,  as 
taken  off  the  onginal  written  from  his  mouth. 

«  Si.  Andrews,  March  2d,  1664. 

**  I  Mr.  James  Wood,  being  now  shortly,  by 
appearance,  to  render  up  my  spirit  to 
the  Lord,  find  myself  obliged  to  leave 
a  word  behind  me,  for  my  just  vindica- 
tion before  the  world.  It  hath  been 
said  of  me,  that  I  have,  in  word  at 
least,  resiled  from  my  wonted  zeal  for 
the  presbyterian  government,  expressing 
myself  concerning  it,  as  if  it  were  a 
matter  not  to  be  accounted  o(  and 
that  no  man  should  trouble  himself 
therefore,  in  matter  of  practice.  Surely 
any  Christian  that  knows  me,  in  this 
kirk,  will  judge  that  this  is  a  wrong 
done  to  me.  It  is  true,  that  I  being 
under  sickness,  I  have  said  some  times, 
in  conference  about  my  soul's  state, 
that  I  was  taken  up  about  greater  busi- 
ness than  any  thing  of  that  kind;  and 
what  wonder  I  said  so,  being  under 
such  wrestlings  anent  my  interest  in 
Jesus  Christ,  which  is  a  matter  of  far 
greater  concernment  than  any  external 
ordinance?  But  for  my  estimation 
of  presbyterian  government,  the  Lord 
knoweth,  that  since  the  day  he  con- 
vinced my  heart,  which  was  by  a  strong 


hand,  that  it  is  the  ontinance  of  Ood, 
appomted  by  Jesus  Christ,  lor  goverung 
and  ordering  his  visible  church,  I  never 
had  the  least  change  of  thought  ooo- 
ceming  the  necessi^  of  it,  nor  of  the 
necessity  of  the  use  of  it.  And  I 
dedare  before  Ood  and  the  worid,  that 
I  still  account  so  of  it ;  and  that  how- 
ever there  may  be  some  more  predoos 
ordinances,  yet  that  is  so  precious,  that 
a  true  Chrirtian  is  obliged  to  lay  down 
his  life  for  the  profession  thereof^  if  the 
Lord  shall  see  meet-to  put  him  to  the 
triaL  And  §or  myself  if  I  were  to  live^ 
I  would  account  it  my  glory  to  aeai 
this  word  of  my  testimony  with  my 
blood.  Of  this  my  declaration,  I  take 
God,  angels,  and  men,  to  be  my  wit- 
nesses; and  have  subscribed  thir  pre- 
sents at  St  Andrews,  the  2d  day  of 
March,  1664,  about  seven  hours  in  the 
afternoon,  before  Mr.  William  T^illidsff 
minister  at  Dumbpg,  and  Mr.  John 
Carstaira  my  brother-in-law,  and  John 

Pitcaim  writer  hereof. 

'<  Mb.  Ja.  Woob. 

**  Me.  Wiluam  Tuludafv, 
"  Me.  John  CAEnAiES, 

"  JOHK  PlTCAIEH." 

I  have  in  my  hands  a  pretty  laige  account 
of  the  dying  words  and  exercise  of  this 
eminent  saint  of  God,  drawn  up  by  several 
worthy  persons  at  this  time  with  him,  which 
contains  some  further  hints  of  the  bishop's 
injustice  to  him,  and  a  large  vindication  of 
himself;  but  the  substance  of  it  being  insert 
in  the  above  testimony,  I  shall  not  swell  this 
work  with  it.  It  contains  many  sweet  parts 
of  his  attainments  and  experiences,  when 
drawing  near  the  end  of  his  race,  till  be 
came  to  make  a  pleasant,  happy,  and  glorious 
exit,  March  16th,  this  year. 

When  Mr.  Wood's  testimony  came  to 
be  propaled,  the  primate  raged  terribly, 
and  caused  sununon  Mr.  Carstairs,  Mr. 
Tullidafi^  and  the  notar,  before  the  hjgh 
commission  court.  The  bishop  alleged, 
yea,  spread  the  report  pretty  publicly,  that 
the  notar  had  informed  himself,  that  wheo 
Mr.  Wood  was  in  great  weakness,  Mr. 
Carstairs  had  imposed  upon  him,  and  made 
him  subscribe  that  paper  he  had  formed 
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fur  him.  We  have  heard  some  mmisters 
were  in  prison  some  time  upon  this  account, 
and  brought  before  the  high  commission.  I 
have  not  seen  any  large  account  of  their 
procedure  with  them,  only  I  find,  that  when 
Mr.  TullidaflT  and  the  notar  came  before 
them,  both  of  them  declared,  that  Mr.  Wood 
had  dictated  the  aboye  written  testimony, 
word  by  word,  and  that  the  notar  wrote  it 
at  his  desire,  and  attested  it,  as  was  his 
office  to  do.  Here  the  primate  once  more 
got  the  lie  given  him  to  his  face;  and  when 
they  had  continued  in  prison  some  time, 
and  nothing  worthy  of  death  or  bonds  could 
be  fixed  upon  them,  the  bishop  was  forced 
to  dismiss  them  mthout  any  further  punish- 
ment, having  shown  his  malice,  and  got 
shame  for  his  reward. 

Bilr.  Carsturs  thought  fit,  on  many  con- 
siderations, to  abscond,  and  did  not  compear  : 
only  that  his  noncompearance  might  not 
wrong  the  cause,  nor  be  imputed  to  his 
disloyalty,  or  contumacy  against  any  who 
bore  commission  firom  the  king,  he  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  chancellor  at  this  time,  a 
copy  of  which  is  before  me,  too  long  to  be 
insert  here:  however,  I  shall  give  some 
passages  of  it,  because  they  will  set  the 
circumstances  of  presbyterian  ministers,  and 
this  affiur,  in  some  further  light.  Afler  an 
apology  for  his  taking  upon  him  to  write 
to  the  chancellor,  he  says,  '* 'Some  days  ago 
I  received  a  citation  to  iq)pear  before  the 
commission,  designing  no  particular  day  or 
place,  to  answer  for  some  misdemeanours, 
as  kee|nng  conventicles,  and  disturbing  the 
public  peace.  As  for  keeping  conventicles, 
I  suppose  it  will  be  difficult,  if  not  impossi- 
ble, for  my  accusers,  to  prove  me  guilty  of 
any  contravention  of  the  law,  even  in  their 
sense  of  conventicles:  and  for  disturbing 
the  public  peace,  I  hope  none  who  know 
ine  will  look  upon  me  as  so  disposed; 
whereof  this  may  be  some  evidence,  that 
since  I  was  outed  of  my  ministry  at  Glasgow, 
wnich  is  now  two  full  years,  I  have  had 
so  little  pleasure  to  see  any  person,  or  to 
be  seen,  let  be  to  meddle  towards  the 
disturbing  the  public  peace,  that  I  have  been 
sometimes  three,  sometimes  six  weeks,  some- 
times two  full  months,  that  I  have  never  come 
out  of  doors— -so  abstract  have  I  been  fiom 
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meddling,  that  fiunous  BIr.  Wood,  .^^ 
my  brother-in-law,  now  at  his  rest, 
was  sick  some  ten  or  twelve  weeks  befora 
I  did  certainly  know  how  it  was  with  him, 
as  your  lordship  muy  know  firom  the  enckMed 
fipom  him  to  me.  When  he  earnestly  impoi^ 
toned  me  to  see  him,  considering  our  near 
relation,  and  the  concerns  of  my  only  sister, 
and  her  six  children  now  to  be  orphans,  I 
could  not  refuse  to  satisfy  him,  being  under 
no  interdiction  to  the  contrary.  Bfr.  Wood 
finding  himself  under  a  necessity  to  leave  a 
testimony  behind  him,  I  did  with  some 
others,  subscribe  a  witness  to  the  truth  of 
this  deed,  as  done  by  him;  which,  bong 
present  at  the  dme,  I  could  neither  in  con- 
sdence  nor  ingenuity  refuse,  especially  since 
it  was  so  well  known  to  all  the  world  who 
knew  him,  that  that  was  his  fixed  judgment, 
and  that  when  a  dying  it  did  so  much  afiUct 
bun,  that  any  report  to  the  contrary  should 
have  gone  of  him.  And  whereas  it  is  Uke 
it  will  be  said  by  some,  that  it  is  foigery, 
and  not  his  own  deed,  or  at  best  extorted 
from  him  when  he  knew  not  what  he  did 
or  said,  I  shall  fisr  my  own,  and  especially 
for  the  worthy  dead  man's  just  vindication, 
beg  leave  to  say  a  few  things.**  Here  Mr. 
Carstairs  enlaigeth  at  a  considenble  length, 
upon  all  the  circumstances  of  Mr.  Wood's 
forming  that  testimony,  and  declares,  the  mo- 
tion of  it  was  not  suggested  to  him  by  himself 
or  others,  but  he  formed  it  most  spontane- 
ously, sedately,  and  dehberately ;  that  he 
at  that  time  was  ordering  his  other  affiurs, 
and  the  physicians  did  not  despair  of  his 
recovery ;  that  in  conversation  he  did  more 
than  once  express  himself  at  laige  upon  the 
head  of  presbyterian  government,  and  more 
fully  than  in  his  testimony;  that  he  dictated 
it,  and  caused  scroll  it,  and  read  it  over, 
and  transcribe  it;  and  afler  he  again  heard 
it  read,  signed  it;  and  that  he  was  most 
distinct  and  edifying  after  that,  and  to  his 
death,  as  to  hb  soul's  exercise  and  state. 
After  this  Mr.  Carstairs  adds,  *'  So  that  if  it 
were  otherwise  convenient  for  me  to  appear 
before  the  commission,  it  would  be  no  diffi- 
culty humbly  to  justify  my  carriage  all  the 
time  I  was  at  St.  Andrews.  Neither  doth  ray 
necessary  not  compearing  proceed  from  any 
the  least  contempt  of  his  majesty's  authority. 
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erery  way  most  eminently  bleaied  of  Ood; 
nor  out  of  disrespect  to  your  lordship  the  lord 
high  chancellor  of  the  kingdom,  nor  to  the 
lord  treasurer,  nor  to  any  of  the  meanest 
nnder  his  majesty,  called  to  rule  over  me,  nor 
to  any  of  his  courts  of  judicature,  to  which, 
notwithstanding  of  the  greatest  apparent 
hazard,  I  have  always  on  the  first  call,  as  it 
well  became  me,  come;  and  on  which  I 
have  patiently  and  submissively  watted,  days, 
weeks,  and  months,  as  your  lordship  well 
knoweth :  but  it  is  for  other  reasons,  which 
I  hope  will  not  offbnd  your  lordship.  I 
shall  only  presume  to  add,  as  to  these 
reverend  brethren  cited  with  me,  that  Mr. 
Henry  Rymer  was  not  at  St.  Andrews  with 
Mr.  Wood,  all  the  time  I  was  there,  neither 
did  I  see  B'lr.  Alexander  Wedderbum  with 
him,  neither  did  any  of  the  rest,  to  my 
best  knowledge,  desire  him  to  write  this 
testimony.  Hoping  your  lordship  will  pardon 
this  trouble,  I  am,  my  noble  lord,  your 
lordship's  very  humble  servant  in  the  Lord, 

"  Mr.  John  Carstaibs." 

By  this  letter  we  find,  some  other  worthy 
ministers  were  brought  to  trouble  in  this 


1664    ^^^^  ^  ^^^'^  '^^  ^  reverence^  ,  therefore  here   |pve   the   more   partkulsr 
*   and  wish  his  sacred  person  to  be  \  history  of  his  sofiiBring  at  the  time,  and  Idi 

being  forced  to  part  with  hu  dear  flodL 

By  the  interest  of  severaL  noblemen  and 
others,  to  whom  Mr.  Guthrie  was  very  dev, 
he  enjoyed  a  connivance,  and  was  overiooked 
for  a  considerable  time^  when  be  eontinDed 
at  hb  Master's  woik,  though  in  hu  aermoBS 
he  was  more  than  ordinarily  firee  and  plain. 
But  soon  after  doctor  Alexander  Biunet 
was  brought  from  the  see  of  Aberdeen  to 
that  of  Glasgow ;  he  and  the  few  remaining 
ministers  about  him  were  attacked ;  such  ai» 
Mr.  Livingstone  at  Biggar,  Mr.  IPKbI  st 
Bothwell,  Mr.  Gabriel  Maxwell  at  Dini- 
donald,  Mr.  Gabriel  Cuningjiam  at  Dunlofi, 
and  Mr.  Andrew  Hutcheson  and  Mr.Willism 
Castlelaw,  ministers  at  Stewarton;  and 
perhaps  the  chancdllof^s  death  about  thb 
time,  helped  to  pave  the  way  for  the  greater 
severity  against  these  worthy  persona.  Tbe 
archbishop  had  been  addressed  by  some  of 
the  greatest  in  the  kingdom,  in  behalf  of 
Mr.  Guthrie,  and  treated  them  very  hkEs- 
creetly :  by  no  importunity  would  he  snfler 
himself  to  be  prevailed  upon  to  spare  him 
any  longer.  When  means  and  intercesakn 
could  not  prevail,  Mr.  Guthrie  was  warned 
of  the  archbishop's  design  against  him,  and 


matter ;  but  I  have  seen  no  accounts  con-  advised  by  persons  of  note,  his  friends,  to 
ceming  them.  We  shall  just  now  meet  |  suffer  no  resistance  to  be  made  to  his  dis- 
with  Mr.  Carstairs  dted  before  the  council.  <  possession  of  the  church  and  manse;  ance 


This  is  all  I  have  met  with  as  to  the  reverend 
Mr.  Wood,  who  stands  entire  in  his  reputa- 
tion, notwithstanding  of  all  the  base  artifices 
of  the  primate  to  darken  it. 

The  other  instance  I  promised  as  to  tbe 
sufferings  of  old  ministers  this  year,  is  that 
of  the  reverend,  and  singularly  useful  Mr. 
William  Guthrie,  minister  of  the  gospel  at 
Fenwick.  This  extraordinary  person  I  have 
particular  opportunities  to  have  certain  and 
distinct  accounts  of.  I  heartily  wish  some 
proper  hand  would  give  the  public  a  just 
narrative  of  this  great  man's  life,  which 
might,  I  persuade  myself,  be  very  useful. 
The  broken  hinte  we  haVe,  before  the  last 
edition  of  his  excellent  Saving  Literest,  at 
London,  1705,  are  lame  and  indistinct,  and 
were  writ  without  the  knowledge  of  his 
remaimng  relations,  who  could  hove  given 
aorc  just  and  larger    accounls;  \   t^Yv^W^  msx Yam  ^\  ^<&  ^\a^V  oC  Fenwick  betwixt 


his  enemies  vranted  only  this  for  a  handle 
to  pit>cess  him  criminally  for  his  zeal  and 
faithfulness  in  the  former  times :  such  wbm 
their  spite  against  this  useful  man  of  God. 
Under  the  prospect  of  parting  with  his 
beloved  people,  Wednesday  the  20th  of 
July,  this  year,  was  set  apart  by  him  for 
flEutting  and  prayer  with  bis  congregation. 
The  text  he  preached  from  was,  Hos.  xiiL 
9.  '*  O  Israel !  thou  hast  destroyed  thyself." 
His  sermon  was  afterwards  printed  very 
unfairly  and  indistinctly,  from  an  uncorrect 
copy.  From  that  Scripture,  with  great 
plainness  and  aflbction,  he  laid  before  them 
their  sins,  and  those  of  the  land,  and  of  that 
age ;  and  indeed  the  place  was  a  Bochim. 
At  the  close  of  that  day's  work,  he  intimate 
sermon  upon  the  next  Lord's  day  very 
early,  and  his  own  people  and  many  others 
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four  and  five  in  the  monung,  uhere  he 
[ireached  twice  to  them  from  the  dose 
of  his  last  text,  **  But  in  me  is  thine 
help."  And  as  Le  used  upon  ordinary 
Sabbathsy  he  had  two  sermons,  and  a  short 
interval  betwixt  them,  and  dismiMed  the 
people  before  nine  in  the  morning.  Upon 
this  melancholy  occamon,  he  directed  them 
unto  the  great  Fountain  of  Hdp,  when 
the  gospel  and  ministers  were  taken  from 
them;  and  took  his  leave  of  them,  com- 
mending them  to  this  great  God,  who  was 
aUe  to  build  them  up,  and  help  them 
in  the  time  of  their  need.  His  people 
would  willin^y  have  sacrificed  all  that  was 
dear  to  them,  in  defence  of  the  gospel,  and 
adhering  to  him.  Indeed  Mr.  Guthrie  had 
some  difficulty  to  get  thejjr  affection  to 
him  so  far  moderated,  as  to  keep  them 
from  violent  proceedings  i^ainst  the  party 
who  came  to  diq>ossess  him:  they  would 
have  e£fectuaUy  prevented  the  church  its 
being  declared  vacant,  and  were  ready  to  have 
resisted  even  to  blood,  striving  against  sin,  if 
they  had  been  permitted :  but  Mr.  Guthrie's 
peaceable  disposition,  his  great  regard  to 
lawful  civil  authority,  with  his  prudent  fore- 
s^t  of  the  consequences  of  such  a  procedure, 
both  as  to  the  interests  of  the  gospel,  his 
people,  and  himself  made  him  lay  himself  out, 
and  use  the  interest  he  had  in  the  peojde, 
which  was  very  great,  to  keep  the  peace; 
and  there  was  no  disturbance  which  could 
be  made  a  handle  of  by  adversaries. 

When  the  archbishop  of  Glasgow  resolved 
apon  dispossessing  him,  he  dealt  with  several 
of  his  curates,  to  intimate  his  sentence 
against  Mr.  Guthrie,  and  as  many  refused 
it.  There  was  an  awe  upon  their  spirits, 
which  scarred  them  from  meddling  with  this 
great  man ;  besides,  they  very  well  knew  it 
was  an  action  would  render  them  for  ever 
odious  to  the  west  country,  and  they  feared 
the  consequences.  At  last  he  prevailed 
with  one  who  ¥ras  curate  of  Calder,  as  I 
am  told>  and  promised  him  five  pounds 
sterling  for  his  reward:  but  poor  man!  it 
was  the  price  of  blood,  the  blood  of  souls, 
and  neither  he  nor  his  had  much  satis&ction 
in  it  Upon  the  24th  of  July,  this  man 
came  with  a  party  of  twelve  soldiers  to 
Fenwick  church  on  the  Lord's  day,  and,  by 
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commission  from  the  archbishop,  tgu^ 
discharged  Mr.  Guthrie  to  preach  any 
more  at  Fenwick,  declared  the  church  vacant, 
and  suspended  him  from  the  exercise  of  his 
ministry.  The  conunandcrs  of  the  party 
and  the  curate^  leaving  the  soldiers  without, 
came  into  the  manse.  The  best  account  I 
can  at  this  distance  give  of  what  passed  in 
the  manse,  is  by  inserting  a  short  minute  of 
this,  le&.  among  the  small  remains  of  a 
valuable  collection  of  papen  belonging  to 
Bfr.  Guthrie;  which  were  taken  away,  as 
we  shall  afterwards  hear,  some  years  after 
this,  by  violence,  and  against  all  the  rules 
of  equity,  firom  his  widow,  and  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  bishops.  The  paper  was  drawn 
up  at  the  time  to  keep  up  the  remembrance 
of  this  affiur,  without  any  design  of  its  hmof; 
published,  and  I  give  it  in  its  own  native 
and  plain  dress 

The  iutn  of  the  curate^s  dUantrse  wien  lie 
came  and  intimated  Mr,  fVOliam  Gutkrit*s 
sentence  of  suspension,  with  Mr.  Guthrie's 
answer  to  him, 

"  The  curate  showed,  that  the  bishop 
and  committee,  after  much  lenity  shown  to 
him  for  a  long  time^  were  constrained  to 
pass  the  sentence  of  sospensioo  against  him, 
for  not  keeping  of  presbyteries  and  synods 
with  his  brethren,  and  hb  unpeaceableness 
in  the  church;  of  which  sentence  he  was 
appointed  to  make  public  intimation  to  him, 
for  which  he  read  his  commission  under  the 
archlHshop  of  Glasgow  his  hand." 

Mr.  Guthrie  answered,  **  I  judge  it  not 
convement  to  say  much  in  answer  to  what 
you  have  spoken :  only,  whereas  you  allege 
there  hath  been  much  lenity  used  towards 
me,  be  it  known  unto  you,  that  I  take  the 
Lord  for  party  in  that,  and  thank  him  for 
it;  yea,  I  look  upon  it  as  a  door  which  God 
opened  to  me  for  preaching  this  goqicl, 
which  neither  you  nor  any  man  else  was 
able  to  shut,  till  it  was  given  you  of  God. 
And  as  to  that  sentence  passed  against 
me,  1  declare  before  those  gentlemen  (the 
officers  of  the  party)  that  I  lay  no  weight 
upon  it,  as  it  comes  from  you,  or  those  who 
sent  you;  though  I  do  respect  the  dvil 
authority,  who  by  their  law  laid  the  ground 
for  this  sentence  ^  and  were  it  not  for  tlie 
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reverence  I  owe  to  the  civil  magis- 
trate«  I  would  not  surcease  from  the 
exercise  of  toy  ministry  for  all  that  sentence. 
And  as  to  the  crimes  I  am  charged  with,  I 
did  keep  presbyteries  and  synods  with  my 
brethren;  but  I  do  not  judge  those  who  now 
sit  in  these  to  be  my  brethren,  but  men  who 
have  made  defection  from  the  truth  and  cause 
of  God ;  nor  do  I  judge  those  to  be  free  or 
lawful  courts  of  Christ,  that  are  now  sitting. 
And  as  to  my  unpeaceableness,  I  know  I 
am  bidden  follow  peace  with  all  men,  but 
I  know  also  I  am  bidden  follow  it  with 
holiness;  and  since  I  could  not  obtain 
peace  without  prejudice  to  holiness,  I  thought 
myself  obliged  to  let  it  go.  And  as  for 
your  commission,  sir,  to  intimate  this  sen- 
tence, I  here  declare  I  think  myself  called 
by  the  Lord  to  the  work  of  the  ministry, 
and  did  forsake  my  nearest  relations  in  the 
world,  and  give  up  myself  to  the  service  of 
the  gospel  in  this  place,  having  received  an 
unanimous  call  from  this  parish,  and  been 
tried  and  ordained  by  the  presbytery ;  and 
I  bless  the  Lord  he  hath  given  me  some 
success,  and  a  seal  of  my  ministry  upon  the 
souls  and  consciences  of  not  a  few  that  are 
gone  to  heaven,  and  of  some  that  are  yet  in 
the  way  to  it.  And  now,  sir,  if  you  will 
take  it  upon  you  to  interrupt  my  work 
among  this  people,  as  I  shall  wish  the  Lord 
may  forgive  you  the  guilt  of  it,  so  I  cannot 
but  leave  all  the  bad  consequences  that 
follow  upon  it,  betwixt  Gk>d  and  your  own 
conscience.  And  here  I  do  further  declare 
before  these  gentlemen,  that  I  am  suspended 
from  my  ministry  for  adhering  to  the  cove- 
nants and  work  of  God,  from  which  you 
and  others  have  apostatized.** 

Here  the  curate  interrupting  him,  said, 
"  That  the  Lord  had  a  work  before  that 
covenant  had  a  being,  and  that  he  judged 
them  apostates  who  adhered  to  that  cove- 
nant ;  and  that  he  wished  that  not  only  the 
Lord  would  forgive  him  (Mr.  Guthrie)  but,  if 
it  were  lawful  to  pray  for  the  dead,  (at  which 
expression  the  soldiers  did  laugh)  that  the 
Lord  would  forgive  the  sin  of  this  church 
these  hundred  years*  bygone." — "  It  b  true, 
answered  Mr.  Guthrie,  the  Lord  had  a  work 
before  that  covenant  had  a  being;  but  it  is 
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since  that  covenant,  and  it  is  a  noall  thtng 
for  us  to  be  judged  of  you  in  adhering  to 
that  covenant,  who  have  so  deejdy  corrupted 
your  ways,  and  seem  to  reflect  oa  thewfade 
work  of  reformation  from  popeiy  them 
hundred  years  bygone,  by  intimating  tha; 
the  church  had  need  of  pardon  for  the 
same.  As  for  you,  gentlemen,  added  be 
directing  himself  to  the  soldiers,  I  wish  the 
Lord  may  pardon  you  for  oountcnancing  of 
this  man  in  this  business.'*  One  of  them 
scofiingly  rq[>lied,  **  I  wish  we  never  do  a 
greater  foult.**  '^  Well,  but  said  filr.  Guthrie; 
a  little  sin  may  damn  a  man's  sooL" 

When  this  had  passed,  Hr.  Guthrie  called 
for  a  glass  of  ale,  and  craving  a  blessing 
himself,  drank  to  the  commander  of  the 
soldiers;  and  af^er  they  had  been  dvilly 
entertained  by  him,  they  left  the  house.  I 
have  it  confidently  reported,  that  Mr.  Guthrie 
at  parting  did  signify  to  the  curate,  that  be 
apprehended  some  evident  mark  of  the  Lonfs 
displeasure  was  alnding  htm,  for  what  he 
was  now  a  dmng,  and  seriously  warned  him 
to  prepare  for  some  stroke  a  coming  upon 
him  very  soon.  Mr.  Guthrie's  rdatioas, 
and  a  worthy  old  raimster  yet  aHve  when  I 
write  this,  who  was  that  day  at  FenwiA 
with  him,  from  whom  I  have  part  of  this 
account,  do  not  mind  to  have  heard  sny 
thing  of  this  denundation;  but  it  might 
have  been  without  their  hearing,  since  none 
of  them  were  present  at  parting.  Whatever 
be  in  this,  I  am  well  assured  the  curate 
never  preached  more  afler  he  left  FenwicL 
He  came  into  Glasgow,  and  whether  he 
reached  Calder,  but  four  miles  from  it,  I 
know  not;  but  in  a  few  days  he  died  ia 
great  torment  of  an  iliac  passion,  and  his 
wife  and  children  died  all  in  a  year,  or 
thereby;  and  none  belonging  to  him  were 
lefl :  so  hazardous  a  thing  it  is  to  meddle 
with  Christ's  sent  servants.  When  they 
left  the  manse,  the  curate  went  into  the 
church  of  Fenwick  with  the  soldiers  bis 
guard,  and  now  his  hearers,  and  preached 
to  them  not  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  mti- 
mated  from  pulpit  the  bishop's  sentence 
against  Mr.  Guthrie.  Nobody  came  to 
hear  him,  save  the  party  who  came  with 
him,  and  a  few  children  and  boys,  who 
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true,  that  it  hath  been  mote  g\ono\Mi\  cte»X^!^  \C\kv  ^wcv^  disturbance,  but  wert 
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bated  off  by  the  loldiera.  Bfr.  €hithrie 
ratiBued  in  the  perish,  but  preeched  no 
iof«  in  the  cbnrdiy  where,  ae  fer  m  I  can 
tarn,  there  was  no  eurate  ever  settled, 
fpon  the  10th  of  October  next  yeai^  this 
KceUent  person  died  in  Angns^  whither  he 
ent  to  settle  some  affiurs  relating  to  has 
itate  of  Fitforthj  there.  Thus  by  the 
adice  of  the  prelates,  this  bright  and 
ninent  li«ht  of  the  west  of  Scotland  was 
at  under  a  bushel,  and  extinguished. 

I  shall  only  add  here,  that  the  procedure 
r  the  prelates  was  of  a  piece  in  all  the 
imers  of  the  church,  and  gi^e  another 
stance  firom  the  diocese  of  Dunkrid^rdatiye 
»  Mr.  Andrew  Donaldson  minister  at  DaU 
>ty.  Many  yet  alive  have  a  moat  savoury 
onembrance  of  this  worthy  person  j  and  a 
Inister  at  present  in  that  neighbourhood, 
bo  had  the  happiness  of  his  acquaintance 
r  some  years  before  bis  death,  writes  to 
€g  '^  That  he  was  singular  for  a  heavenly 
id  spiritual  temper,  and  very  much  of  a 
»ly  tenderness  and  ardent  love  to  Jesus 
hrist  at  all  times,  discovered  themselves  in 
reiy  thing  he  did:  that  many  rdigious 
vsons,  since  the  revolution,  in  that  country, 
;  their  death,  owned,  that  Mr.  Donaldson 
aa  the  mean  of  their  conversion  and  edific»- 
Mi.  In  a  word,  h^  was  not  only  eminent 
.  holiness^  and  the  faithful  discharge  of  his 
fice,  but  likewise  a  person  of  a  very  solid 
idgment,  and  great  wisdom  and  prudence." 
uch  a  person  aa  he  was,  could  not  well 
icape  the  malice  of  the  bishops  at  this 
tocture,  and  therefore  I  shall  here  give  a 
int  of  Uie  trouble  he  met  with  from  attested 
xounts,  and  an  original  letter  of  the  bishop 
:  Dunkeld  sent  to  him,  October  this  year, 
tely  come  to  my  hand.  We  shall  have 
Hue  other  hints  concerning  this  good  man 
.  our  progress,  but  here  i  shall  give  a 
aieral  view  of  his  sufierings  altogether,  from 
inratives  before  me  very  well  vouched. 

Mr.  Andrew  Donaldscm  was  admitted 
inister  at  Dalgety,  in  the  year  1644,  and 
mtinued  in  the  exercise  of  hb  ministry 
lere  twenty  years.  He  had  the  favour  of 
fnaining  longer  at  his  Master's  work  than 
any  of  his  brethren,  by  the  interest  of 
haries,  earl  of  Dunfermline,  then  lord  privy 
aL    This  year  1664^  when  the  earl  was 
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called  tip  to  London,  the  primate  in 
his  absence  pushed  the  bishop  of 
Dunkeld,  within  which  diocese  Dalgety  lies, 
to  deprive  him.  Accordingly  the  bishop 
wrote  to  hhn  to  attend  the  presbyteries^ 
under  pain  of  suspenaon :  which  Mr.  Don- 
aldson did  not  regard,  but  continued  at  his 
work  till  the  diocesan  meeting  in  October, 
when  the  bishop  deposed  him,  and  wrote 
the  following  letter  to  him,  which  the  reader 
hath  from  the  original  in  mine  eye. 

«Sir, 

^  These  five  synods  past,  your  brethren 
of  the  synod  of  Dunkeld  have  waited  upon 
your  presence  to  have  concurred  with  them 
in  all  ministerial  duties  that  relate  to  dis' 
dpline,  according  to  the  strict  acts  of  par- 
liament and  council  enjoining  the  same, 
and  the  acta  of  your  synod  requiring  your 
presence,  and  enjoining  your  keeping  of 
session,  presbytery  and  synod.  Notwith- 
standing, you  have  still  seditiously  contemned 
the  laws  of  the  state,  in  not  keeping  your 
synod,  though  you  knew  the  ordinary  diets 
as  well  as  others ;  and  against  tlie  low  and 
practice  of  the  church,  and  your  peaceable 
brethren,  has  atill  schismatically  divided 
yourself  from  your  brediren^  in  sessimi, 
presbytery,  and  synod :  and  well  consklering 
their  own  patience  and  slowness  to  proceed 
i^gainst  you,  having  formerly  suspemied  you, 
and  yet  unwilling  even  to  intimate  that, 
causing  it  only  come  to  your  ear,  ho|Hng 
that  their  kindly  forbearance  should  in  end 
gain  your  submisswn  to  an  union  with 
them;  yet  still  meeting  with  nothing  from 
you,  but  obstinate  and  ungrate  oontinuanGe 
in  your  seditious  and  schismatic  w^f,  they 
unammously,  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
synod,  hdden  at  Dunkeld,  the  4th  of 
October,   1664^  did  tlunk  and  vote  you 


worthy  of  deposition  fhmi  your 
function.  likeas,  I  did  in  the  name,  and 
by  the  authority  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  in  the 
namc^  and  with  the  consent  of  all  ny 
brethren,  actually  at  that  time  depoae  you; 
which  I  now  do  declare,  you  Mr.  Andrew 
Donaldson,  sometime  minister  at  Dalgety, 
dqposed  from  all  charge^  not  only  there,  but 
from  all  the  parts  of  ministerial  function 
within  any  diocese,  or  the  kiriL  of  Scotland. 
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gentlemui'f  house  in  that  oountrj  where  ha 
lired,  till,  throu|^  the  instigation  of  ibt 
prelates,  he  was  about  the  year  1676,  as 
we  shall  hear,  intercommnned.  When  he 
removed,  and  had  no  small  dififimlfieB,  and 
Tery  remariuhle  preaerrations,  and  singular 
communications  from  his  Blaster,  in  the 
year  1677,  he  was  seized  when  he  came  to 
▼isit  his  fiunily,  and  carried  prisoner  to 
Linlithgow  tolbooth,  were  he  oontinned  tOl 
the  general  liberation  of  preabyteiian  nun- 
isters,  after  the  defeat  at  BothwelL  I  have 
before  me  an  attested  account  of  a  Tery 
obsenrable  judgment  of  God  upon  the  oom- 
mander  of  the  party  who  seiced  him,  and 
hu  dying  under  horror  for  his  hand  in  this 
worthy  person's  persecution ;  and  of  a  very 
singular  warning  the  Lord  led  Bir.  I>onaldsoa 
to  give  the  earl  of  Afgyle  in  April,  or  May 
1679,  of  his  after-suffierings  and  death,  (or 
the  cause  and  interests  of  religion,  which 
was  exactly  fulfilled;  whidi  that  noble 
person  told  to  severals  when  in  the  castle 
of  Edinburgh,  a  little  before  his  martyrdom. 
The  circumstantiate  and  well  vouched  ac- 
counts of  those  are  too  large  here  to  be  insert 
Mr.  Donaldson  continued  under  trouble, 
till,  with  many  other  worthy  persons,  he  was 
freed  by  the  toleration  in  the  year  1687. 

I  shall  conclude  this  account  of  the  bishops* 
treatment  of  ministers  this  year,  with  the 
trouble  another  old  worthy  minister  met 
with  at  this  time,  Mr.  Robert  Maxwel, 
minister  at  Monkton,  in  the  presbytery  of 
Ayr.  Being  settled  before  the  (year)  1649, 
he  continued  in  the  exercise  of  his  ministiy, 
till  he  was  suspended  by  the  presbytery, 
February  14th,  1665.  He  was  a  grave, 
pious,  useful  minister  in  that  place  for  near 
twenty-five  years,  and  very  much  beloved  of 
his  people;  but  there  was  no  continuing 
longer  among  them,  when  armed  force  put 
in  execution  those  sentences.  Ifis  suspeo. 
sion  was  intimate  to  him,  February  18th, 
being  Saturday,  and  next  day  he  preached 
his  fiuewell-sermon,  from  Ecdes.  v.  4.  and 
had  a  very  moving  discourse  to  them  at  this 
sorrowful  parting,  which  is  before  me,  but 
too  large  to  insert  here.  In  the  diocesan 
meeting,  October  this  year,  archbishop  Bur* 
net  pushed  and  carried  his  deposition,  for 
io  pn^cb,  with  very  great  succesa,  aX  ^\xkO^\&%\^«&  xSnan.  the  utmost  rigour  would 


.g^.  assuring  you,  if  you  shall  insist  on 
that  charge,  either  at  Dalgety,  or 
elsewhere,  after  you  shall  be  acquaint  with 
this  sentence,  that  immediately,  with  the 
consent  of  my  synod,  we  will  proceed  against 
yoa  with  the  highest  censure  of  this  kirk. 
In  verification  of  all  the  premises,  I  have 
subscribed  them,  and  sent  them  express 
to  you  for  your  warning,  that  you  may  not 
pretend  ignorance,  but  may  yield  obedience, 
and  not  contravene.  Perth,  10th  October, 
1664. 

**  GbOROB  DUIIKELD." 

8o  careful  was  the  bishop  of  Mr.  Donald- 
son's knowing  this  sentence,  that  another 
letter  in  the  very  same  words,  only  dated  Oc- 
tober 1 1th,  came  to  his  hand  likewise.  But 
more  efibctual  methods  were  taken,  and  the 
primate  procured  a  party  to  be  sent  to  eject 
him  from  the  kirk  of  Dalgety,  who  came  on 
a  Lord's  day  when  the  people  were  gathered 
to  hear  him.  It  was  Mr.  Donaldson's 
prudence  which  prevented  a  scuffle;  and, 
upon  the  government  their  orders  to  remove^ 
he  compromised  the  matter  with  the  soldiers, 
and  got  leave  to  preach  that  day,  upon  his 
promise  to  leave  that  place.  When  my 
lord  Dunfermline,  now  at  London,  got  notice 
of  this,  he  procured  a  warrant  firom  the 
king,  reponing  Mr.  Donaldson  to  Dalgety 
during  life;  which  his  lordship  brought 
down  very  soon,  and  showed  it  to  the 
primate,  complaining  he  had  taken  the  occa- 
sion of  his  being  absent,  to  deprive  him  of 
his  minister  whom  he  valued  so  much.  The 
archbbhop  knew  well  to  dissemble,  and 
professed  a  great  regard  to  the  earl,  and 
said,  the  king  behoved  to  be  obeyed,  but 
craved,  as  a  favour,  that  the  earl  would  do 
nothing  for  three  weeks  in  it,  till  he  con- 
sidered how  to  provide  a  young  man  now 
settled  at  Dalgety :  which  my  lord  yielded 
to.  Meanwhile  the  primate,  by  his  interest 
at  court,  in  the  earPs  absence,  procured  a  war- 
rant under  the  king's  hand,  and  got  it  down, 
per  express,  before  the  three  weeks  elapsed, 
discharging  all  outed  ministers  to  come  back 
to  their  charges.  This  galled  the  earl  sufii- 
dently,  but  there  was  no  help  for  it. 
For  many  yean  Mr.  Donaldson  continued 
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■atisfy  hhu.  From  the  origmal  extract  of 
the  sentence  in  my  handsy  I  give  here  the 
tenour  of  it. 


**  Gloigow^  October  llih,  1665. 

-  *  The  which  day,  the  archbishop  and 
sjrnod  taking  to  their  serious  consideration 
the  process  led  and  dedaced  by  the  pres- 
bytery of  Ayr,  against  Mr.  Robert  Muwel 
minister  at  Monktoun,  and  finding  by  the 
said  process,  that  the  said  Mr.  Robert 
Maxwel  continues  obstinate  in  refusing  to 
join  with  the  rest  of  his  brethren,  to  nt  in 
presbytery  and  synods  for  the'exerdse  of 
discipline,  censuring  of  scandals,  and  other 
uncontroverted  duties;  notwithstanding  that 
the  said  Mr.  Robert  has  been  frequently 
conferred  with  by  his  brethren  of  the  pres- 
bytery of  Ayr,  in  order  to  his  satisfaction, 
and  that  he  either  shuns  all  debating,  or 
refuses  to  receive  sads&ction  when  offered 
by  them,  showing  them  positively  that  he  is 
fully  resolved  not  to  submit;  as  likewise, 
that  he  confessed  that  he  had  married  other 
persons  in  other  parishes  without  testi- 
monial from  their  several  ministers:  and 
finding  by  the  said  process,  that  he  has  been 
thrice  lawfully  summoned  to  compear  before 
the  presbytery,  and  that  he  never  compeared ; 
and  being  by  the  presbytery  referred  to  the 
archbishop  and  synod  for  censure :  as  like- 
wise for  these  crimes  he  was  formerly 
suspended  from  the  office  of  the  ministry, 
by  the  presbytery  of  Ayr,  the  ISth  of 
February  last ;  and  finding  by  the  execution 
of  the  summons  produced  and  read  in  synod, 
the  said  Mr.  Robert  is  legally  dted  to  this 
day;  and  he  being  called  at  the  most  patent 
door  of  the  high  church,  compeared  not, 
but  absolutely  refused  either  to  give  satis- 
fiu:tion  for  those  crimes,  or  to  give  any 
reason  why  he  cannot  or  will  not  concur 
with  his  brethren,  and  so  finding  there  is  no 
hopes  of  gaining  him :  wherefore  the  arcb- 
bish(^  and  synod  think  fit  that  the  said 
Bfr.  Robert  Maxwel  be  deposed,  and  by 
these  presents  do  depose  him  from  the 
office  and  function  of  the  ministry,  at  the 
said  church  of  Monktoun,  or  in  any  place 
dse;  and  ordain  the  presbytery  of  Ayr  to 
intimate  his  sentence  to  him  with   their 
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first  conveniency,  and  make  repott    ^^^ 
thereof  to    the    next    committee. 


Extracted  by 


LuD.  Faibfodl»  CI." 


We  see  he  was  proceeded  agmnst  for 
mere  refusing  to  subject  to  the  bishop,  by 
power  fix)m  vdiom  Uieir  presbyteries  and 
synods  met.  His  baptiiing  and  marrying 
complained  of,  was  only  such  persons  as 
were  in  their  consciences  straitened  to  join 
with  the  curates.  We  shall  afterwards  meet 
with  this  good  man  under  more  trouble. 
Many  other  accounts  might  be  given  of  the 
maltreatment  of  presbyterian  ministers  at 
this  time,  had  they  been  carefully  preserved, 
but  these  two  are  what  I  have  particularly 
vouched,  and  they  may  serve  as  a  speci- 
men of  the  manner  of  the  treatment  these 
worthy  servants  and  witnesses  of  Christ 
met  with. 

The  people  of  the  presbyterian  persuasion 
were  now  everywhere  harassed,  and  the 
methods  I  hinted  at  on  the  former  chapter 
continued.  Every  day  the  soldiers  grew 
more  and  more  insolent  at  the  churches 
where  any  old  presbyterian  ministers  ven- 
tured to  continue.  And  through  the  west 
and  south  multitudes  of  fimiilies  were  scat- 
tered, and  the  soldiers  acted  much  in  the 
same  manner,  as  the  French  dragoons  did 
some  years  after,  among  the  protestants 
there.  Sir  James  Turner,  I  find  this  year, 
is  acting  a  very  severe  part  in  the  western 
and  southern  shires;  and  next  year  also  he 
is  sent  by  the  managers  a  second  or  third 
time  to  force  people  to  comply  with  the 
church  government,  and  ministers  now  estab- 
lished ;  and  he  executed  his  orders  exactly 
enough.  I  do  not  enter  upon  particulars, 
since  they  fall  in  so  much  with  what  has 
been  narrated;  and  accounts  of  the  detail 
of  the  actings  of  those  booted  apostles 
would  be  endless.  1  come  now  to  a  few 
more  accounts  of  the  sufierings  of  particular 
persons  this  year,  as  they  lie  in  order  of 
time  in  the  council-registers.  We  have  had 
the  reason  formerly  why  we  meet  with 
so  little  of  this  nature  in  them,  this  and 
the  following  year.  January  26th,  it  is 
rec<Hnmended  to  the  chancdlor  to  write 


419  THE  HISTORY  OF 

to  6b  James  Turner;  which  he 
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does  «B  follows : — 


-Sir, 

**  Upon  information  g^en  to  his  majesty's 
privy  ooundl,  of  some  treasonable  speeches 
uttered  by  one  John  Gordon  buigess  in 
Stranraer,  for  which  he  is  now  prisoner  in 
that  burgh,  they  order  you  to  send  him  in 
prisoner,  with  as  many  soldiers  as  may  be 
sufficient  for  that  purpose,  that  the  council 
may  take  such  course  with  him,  as  they 
shall  think  fit.  I  am,  &c.*'^The  lords  of 
justiciary  were  proper  judges  in  this  sup- 
posed case.  Wnether  this  information,  as 
many  which  were  now  given  by  the  deigy, 
was  found  groundless,  I  know  not.  No 
more  offers  about  him  in  the  registers;  and 
I  am  ready  to  thmk,  that  all  he  could  be 
charged  with,  was  some  reflections  upon  the 
change  now  made  in  affairs,  by  the  estab- 
Ushi^g  lushops  by  the  supremacy. 

March  1st,  the  council  pass  an  act  against 
the  worthy  gentleman  formerly  mentioned, 
the  laird  of  Earlstoun.  **  The  lords  of  his 
majesty's  privy  council,  having  considered 
several  accusations  exhibited  against  Mr. 
William  Gordon  of  Earlstoun,  for  keepmg 
of  private  meetings  and  conventicles,  con- 
trary to  the  laws  and  acts  of  parliament, 
with  his  own  judicial  confession,  that  he 
had  been  at  three  several  conventicles,  where 
Mr.  Gabriel  Semple,  a  deposed  minister, 
did  preach,  viz.  one  in  Corsack  wood,  and 
other  two  in  the  wood  of  Airds,  at  all 
which  there  were  great  numbers  of  people; 
and  that  he  did  hear  Mr.  Robert  Pbton,  a 
deposed  minister,  expound  a  text  of  Scrip- 
ture, and  perform  other  acts  of  worship,  in 
his  mother's  house ;  and  that  Mr.  Thomas 
Thomson,  another  deposed  minister,  did 
lecture  in  hb  own  house  to  his  family  on  a 
Sabbath  day;  and  that  being  required  to 
enact  himself  to  abstain  from  all  such  meet- 
ings in  time  coming,  and  to  live  peaceably 
and  orderly  conform  to  law,  he  refused  to 
do  the  same :  do  therefore  order  the  said 
Mr.  William  Gordon  of  Earlstoun,  to  be 
banished,  and  to  depart  forth  of  the  kingdom 
within  a  month,  after  the  date  hereof,  and 
not  return  under  pain  of  death;  and  that 
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he  enact  himself  to  five  peaeeably  adi 
orderiy  during  the  said  month,  under  the 
pamof  ten  thousand  pounds,  or  othcnriss 
to  enter  his  person  in  prison."* — ^We  shsH 
afterwards,  in  the  detidi  of  tfaia  lustxxy, 
have  occasion  to  speak  more  of  these  ea^ 
ventides  now  a  bqginninfr  and  to  give  the 
reasons  why  gentlemen  and  others  oonld  not 
bind  themselves  to  dwtain  from  them,  and 
I  shall  not  anticipate  it;  neither  shall  I 
make  any  remark  upon  the  council's  making 
the  expounding  of  a  place  of  Scripture^  a 
part  of  divine  worship ;  the  bishops  now 
with  them  ought  to  have  rectified  audi  a 
blunder.  It  was  much  worse  in  diem  to 
banish  so  excellent  a  gentleman,  for  mere 
hearing  of  presbyterian  mimsteia,  and,  for 
what  I  can  observe,  exceeded  any  laws  yet 
made. 

April  29th,  ^  The  council  ordain  letters 
to  be  directed  to  a  macer,  to  cite  Mr.  John 
Carstairs  before  the  council,  to  answer  to 
the  crimes  for  which  he  was  convened 
before  the  parliament,  and  all  other  emeigent 
crimes  by  him  sensyne  (subaequently)  com- 
mitted." I  find  no  more  in  the  registen 
this  year  about  him.  I  imagine,  when  he 
declined  appearing  before  the  high  commis- 
sion court,  by  his  letter  to  the  chancellor, 
he  had  this  citation  sent  him  to  appear 
before  the  council;  but  the  dropping  the 
affidr  of  Mr.  Wood's  testimony,  and  the 
chancellor's  death  falling  in  within  a  little^ 
perhaps  made  him  to  be  dropped. 

June  23d,  "  The  council  being  infonned 
of  the  seditious  and  factious  doctrine  and 
practices  of  Mr.  John  Crookshanks,  and 
Mr.  Michael  Bruce,  pretended  ministers, 
fugitives  firom  Ireland,*  and  of  their  preach^ 
ing  in  several  places  of  this  kingdom,  without 
license,  contrary  to  the  k^ws,  ordain  letten^ 
charging  them  at  the  market-cross  of  Edin- 
burgh, and  pier  and  shore  of  Leith,  to  appear 
the  27th  of  July  next ;  and  give  power  to 
the  officers  and  commanders  of  the  forces 
to  seize  them."  Those  were  two  worthy 
presbyterian  ministers  come  from  Ireland. 


*  These  two  mlni&ters  were  obliged  to  leaiTt 
I^ochend  on  account  of  Blood's  plot.  Mr.  Crook- 
shanks  was  shortly  after  killed  atPentknd.— ^UL 
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This  is  the  first  time  that  I  have  observed 
the  phrase  of  pretended  ministers  used  by 
the  council.  I  do  not  find  thejr  appeared 
upon  this  chaige.  All  their  fiwlt  was 
preaching  the  gospel,  and  it  is  a  question*  if 
they  got  notice  of  this  citation.  We  shall 
afterward  meet  with  Mr.  Bruce,  who  was  a 
▼ery  usefiil  minister,  and  did  much  good, 
by  his  awakening  and  rousing  gift,  in  many 
places. 

August  9th,  I  find,  that  upon  a  desire 
given  in  to  the  council,  they  prorogate  John 
Swinton,  once  of  that  ilk,  his  liberation  out 
of  prison  for  a  month  longer,  and  order  him 
to  return  to  prison,  September  9th.  I 
find  no  more  about  him  for  some  time,  and 
at  length  he  came  to  be  overlooked,  though 
he  was  a  very  active  quaker. 

November  Sd,  William  Dobbie^  weaver, 
petitions  the  council,  that  whereas  by  an 
act  of  council,  August  I6th,  which  I  do  not 
observe  in  their  books,  he  was  allowed  to 
go  out  of  prison  firom  eight  in  the  morning 
till  eight  at  night,  to  his  work;  that  now 
having  been  so  long  in  prison,  he  may  be 
relieved.  The  council  order  his  liberation, 
six  burgesses  in  Glasgow,  formerly  his 
cautioners,  being  caution  for  his  re-entry 
when  called.  Middleton  was  now  removed, 
and  they  did  not  think  him  worth  any 
further  nodce. 

That  same  day,  Mr.  Thomas  Wylie,  for- 
merly spoken  of,  presents  a  petition  to  the 
council,  **  That  whereas  the  petitioner  being 
confined  by  act  of  council,  October  1662,  to 
reside  benorth  the  River  of  Tay,  with  his 
fiunOy,  to  which  sentence  he  hath  submitted 
in  all  humility,  as  becometh ;  and  ever  since 
hath  behaved  himself  peaceably  and  inoflfen- 
stvely,  becoming  a  loyal  subject,  as  a  testi- 
mony herewith  produced,  under  the  hands 
of  the  magistrates  and  mimsters  of  Dundee, 
will  testify ;  and  that  sedng  now  for  a  long 
time  it  hi^  pleased  the  Lord  to  visit  the 
said  petitioner  his  bedfellow  with  great 
sickness  and  indisposition  of  body,  often  to 
the  endangering  her  life,  which,  according 
to  the  opinion  of  her  physicians,  is  judged 
to  proceed  fi'om  the  climate  of  the  place, 
where  she  and  the  petitioner  hath  been 
living,  as  will  appear  by  a  testificate  under 
the  hands  of  the  doctors  and  chirurgeons  of 
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Dundee^  herewith  produced;  and  that  ,_. 
the  petitioner  is  purposed,  wherever 
your  lordships  shall  order  his  residence^  that 
he  and  his  fiunily  shall  continue  in  a  peaceable 
and  inoffensive  bdiaviour.  May  it  therefore 
please  your  lordships,  in  consideration  of 
the  premises,  to  take  off  the  said  restraint 
firom  him,  and  grant  him  liberty,  with  his 
wife  and  family,  to  reside  besouth  the  River 
of  Forth,  in  any  place  of  Lothian,  which  is 
more  than  fifty  miles  firom  the  place  where 
the  petitioner  had  chaige  as  a  minister,  and 
he  shall  ever  pr^y."  The  council  order  his 
former  bond  to  be  given  up,  and  that  he 
give  a  new  bond,  for  his  peaceable  behaviour 
where  he  is  now  confined. 

December  18th,  the  council  pass  an  act 
about  Mr.  8preul,  formerly  mentioned  in 
the  first  chapter,  which  I  shall  insert  as  I 
find  it,  knowing  no  more  about  this  good 
man.—-"  The  lords  of  council  considering, 
that  Mr.  John  Spreul,  late  town-clerk  in 
Glasgow,  having  been  cited  before  the  com- 
mission for  church  affiurs,  to  answer  for  his 
disobedience  to  the  laws,  and  disa£R9ction  to 
the  government  thereby  established,  he,  fi^r 
eviting  the  sentence  of  the  said  judicatory^ 
did  for  some  time  withdraw  himself  fiuth 
out  of  the  country,  and  having  privately 
returned,  did  carry  himself  most  suspiciously 
by  travelling  secretly  from  place  to  places 
in  the  night  time;  for  which  being  appre- 
hended and  brought  before  the  council,  and 
the  oath  of  allegiance  being  tendered  to  him, 
he  refused  the  same,  alleging  he  had  not 
fi'eedom  to  sign  the  same,  by  reason  of  the 
tie  that  lay  upon  bun  by  the  oath  of  the 
covenant :  wherefore  the  said  lords  judging 
it  unjust,  that  any  person  should  have  the 
benefit  of  the  protection  of  his  majesty, 
and  enjoy  the  liberties  of  a  fi^e  subject, 
who  refuse  to  give  their  oath  of  allegiance, 
ordain  the  said  Mr.  John  Spreul  to  enact 
himself  under  the  pain  of  death,  to  remove  out 
of  the  kingdom  against  the  1st  of  February 
next,  and  not  to  return  without  license,  and 
find  caution  to  behave  peaceably  till  then, 
under  the  pain  of  two  thousand  pounds, 
and  not  to  go  within  six  miles  of  Glasgow."-* 
This  good  man  was  forced  to  wander  fit>m 
his  native  country  for  some  years;  and  we 
shall  afterward  meet  with  him  in  this  history. 
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That  same  day,  the  rererend 
Bfr.  Alexander  Moncrief,  fbnnerly 
■pbken  of,  in  Reddy,  petitions  the  council, 
^  That  in  regard  he  hath  an  action  of  count 
and  reckoning,  which  needs  his  personal  pre- 
sence at  Edinbturgh,  as  is  attested  by  two  of 
the  senators  of  the  college  of  justice,  and  by 
the  late  act  the  supplicant  cannot  come  to 
£dinbui*gh  without  license,  he  humbly  craves 
it.  The  council  grant  him  license  till  the 
84th  instant,  upon  bond  to  live  peaceably 
and  loyally  during  that  time."  This  is  what 
I  have  observed  most  remarkable  as  to  par- 
ticular sufferings  this  year. 

SECT.  V. 

Of  some  other  remarkahles,  and  incidenial 
maiters,  this  year  1664. 

I  SHALL  end  the  history  of  this  year  with 
some,  few  incidents  that  fall  in,  some  of 
which  relate  directly  enough  to  the  history 
of  the  sufierings ;  and  others  of  them  fidling 
in  in  the  papers  which  have  come  to  my 
hand,  and  tending  to  clear  the  state  of  things 
in  this  period,  I  thought  they  deserved  a 
room  here. 

January  26th,  the  king's  letter  comes 
down  to  the  council,  ordering  the  archbishop 
of  St.  Andrews  to  have  the  precedency  of 
the  chancellor,  and  all  other  nobility  and 
officers  of  state.  It  is  dated  the  same  day 
with  the  warrant  for  the  high  commission, 
and  came  down  at  the  same  time ;  but  the 
council  regbters  take  no  notice  for  some 
months  of  the  high  commission,  for  reasons 
above  narrated:  nevertheless,  they  record 
the  king's  letter  about  the  primate's  pre- 
cedency ;  the  tenor  whereof  follows. 

"  Right  trusty,  &c. 

**  We  greet  you  well.  Whereas  our  royal 
father  of  blessed  memory,  did,  by  his  letter, 
dated  at  Whitehall,  July  12th,  1626,  signify 
to  his  privy  council,  that  having  considered, 
according  to  the  custom  of  all  civil  and 
Christian  kingdoms,  what  place  and  dignity 
is  due  unto  the  church,  the  precedency  of 
whose  chief  ruler  should  procure  the  more 
respect  thereunto;  to  the  end  that  the 
archbishop  of  St.   Andrews,  primate  and 


metropolitan  of  that  our  kiogdoniy  may  enjoy 
the  privileges  belonging  to  his  places  we 
were  pleased  to  name  him  first  in  the  con- 
mission  of  our  council ;  and  our  pleasure  is, 
that  he  have  the  first  place  both  at  oar 
council,  and  at  all  other  public  meetiagi 
before  our  chancellor,  and  ail  other  our 
subjects  within  that  our  kingdom;  as  one 
from  the  eminency  of  whose  place,  we  will 
have  none  to  derogate  in  any  way,  but  shsll 
ever  contribute  what  we  can  to  the  advance- 
ment thereof,  in-  so  fir  as  is  lawful  and 
expedient.  And  we  bemg  also  desirous  to 
maintain  the  honour  of  the  church,  and  that 
dignity,  in  the  person  of  this  archbishop  of 
St  Andrews,  and  his  successors,  have 
thought  fit  to  renew  our  blessed  father's 
command ;  and  to  the  end  it  may  be  punc- 
tually observed,  we  command  you  to  regis- 
trate  this  our  letter  in  the  books  of  council ; 
and  so  we  bid  you  heartily  farewelL  Given 
at  our  court  at  Whitehall,  the  16th  of 
January  1663-4,  and  of  our  reign  the  15th 
year. 

*'  Lauderdalb." 

Thus  Mr.  James  Sharp  arrived  at  the 
very  utmost  of  his  ambition,  and  higher  he 
could  not   desire  to  be.*     This   was  the 


•  If  we  may  credit  Burnet,  Mr.  Wodrow 
was  here  in  a  mistake.  Sharp  had  not  yet,  and 
neyer  did,  arrive  at  that  dignity  which  waa  the 
object  of  his  ambition.  Precedence  of  the  chiD- 
ceUor  was  no  doubt  highly  gratifying  to  his 
vanity  and  pride,  but  his  great  object  was  the 
chancellorship  itself;  and  the  death  of  the  chan- 
cellor Glencaim  in  the  mouth  of  May  following, 
seemed  to  pave  the  way  for  his  immediate  eleva- 
tion to  that  so  much  desired  precedency.  *'  This 
event,"  Burnet  remarks,  "  put  him  on  new  de- 
signs. He  apprehended  that  the  earl  of  Tweed- 
dale  might  be  advanced  to  that  post,  for  in  the 
settlement  of  the  dutchesa  of  Buccleugh*s  estate, 
who  was  married  to  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  tlM 
best-beloved  of  all  the  king's  childreo,  by  which, 
in  default  of  issue  by  her,  it  was  to  go  to  the  duice 
of  Monmouth,  and  the  issue  he  might  have 
bv  anv  other  wife ;  the  earl  of  Tweeddale,  though 
his  children  were  the  next  heirs,  who  weR 
by  this  deprived  of  their  right,  had  yet  gives 
way  to  it  in  80  frank  a  manner,  thiU  the  king 
was  enough  inclined  both  to  oblige  and  to  trust 
him.  But  Sharp  had  great  suspicions  of  him, 
as  cold  in  their  concerns.  So  he  writ  to  Sheldon, 
that  upon  the  disposal  of  the  seals,  the  verr 
being  of  the  church  did  so  ahaolutely  depend, 
that  he  b^ged  he  would  press  the  king  verj 
earnestly  in  the  matter,  and  that  he  would 
move  that  he  might  be  called  up  before  that  poyt 
should  be  filled.     The  king  bid  Sheldon  assure 
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Terifjring  of  what  Laudoxlale  threatened  to 
Glencaim  three  yean  ago,  that  since  he  and 
Bfiddleton  would  have  bishops,  they  should 
have  them  with  a  vengeance :  and  agreeable 
to  what  a  worthy  presbyterian  minister  said 
to  the  earl  of  Glencaim,  when  he  pressed 
him  to  come  in  to  prelacy,  and  made  some 
insinuations,  as  if  he  might  be  archbishop  of 
8t.  Andrews.  My  lord,  said  he,  if  I  be 
archbishop  of  St.  Andrews,  I  will  be  chan- 
cellor too ;  alluding  to  the  last  archbishop^ 
who  enjoyed  both  offices. 

This  letter  did  not  a  little  chagrin  our 
nobility,  especially  the  chancellor.  In 
king  Charles  L  his  reign,  I  find  the  earl  of 
Kinnoul,  then  chancellor,  would  never  yield 
the  precedency  to  primate  Spotiswood ;  but 
now  matters  are  changed,  and  all  behoved 
to  stoop  to  Mr.  Sharp;  and,  sore  against 
his  mind,  the  chancellor  yields  the  door  and 
tablehead,  lest  he  should  get  the  purse  too. 
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him,  he  should  take  a  epecial  care  of  that  matter, 
but  that  there  was  no  occasion  for  his  comiog 
up ;  for  the  king,  by  this  time,  had  a  very  ill 
opinion  of  him.  Sliarp  was  so  mortified  with 
thiis  that  he  resolred  to  put  all  to  hazard,  for  he 
believed  all  was  at  stake,  and  he  ventured  to 
come  up.  The  king  receired  him  coldlv,  and 
asked  him  if  he  had  not  receiyed  the  archbishop 
of  Canterbury's  letter.  He  said  he  had,  but  he 
^rould  choose  rather  to  venture  on  his  mi^esty's 
di^leasure,  than  to  see  the  church  ruined  through 
Us  caution  or  negligence.  He  knew  the  danger 
they  were  in  in  Sratland,  where  they  had  but 
few  and  cold  friends,  and  many  violent  enemies. 
His  mi^esty's  protection,  and  the  execution  of 
the  law,  were  the  only  things  they  could  trust 
to;  and  these  so  much  denended  on  the  good 
choiw  of  a  chancellor,  that  ne  could  not  answer 
it  to  God  and  the  church  if  he  did  not  bestir 
himself  in  that  matter.  He  knew  many  thought 
iof  him  for  that  post,  but  he  was  so  far  from  that 
thought,  that  ithis  majesty  had  any  such  inten- 
tioo,  he  would  rather  choose  to  be  sent  to  a  plan- 
tation. He  desired  that  he  might  be  a  church- 
man in  heart,  but  not  in  habit,  who  should  be 
laiaed  to  that  trust.  These  were  his  very  words, 
as  the  king  repeated  them.  From  him  he  went 
to  Sheldon,  and  pressed  him  to  move  the  king, 
for  himself,  and  furnished  him  with  many 
r^wons  to  support  the  proposition,  a  main  one 
being,  that  toe  late  king  had  raised  his  prede- 
ctmar  >'potiswoode  to  that  trust.  Sheldon  upon 
that,  did  more  the  king  with  more  than  ordinary 
earnestness  in  it.  The  king  suspected  Sharp 
had  set  him  on,  and  charged  him  to  tell  him 
the  truth.  The  other  did  i^  though  not  without 
some  uneasiness.  Upon  that  the  king  told  him 
what  he  had  said  to  himself;  and  then  it  may 
be  easily  imagined  in  what  a  style  they  both 
spoke  of  him.  Yet  Sheldon  prayed  the  king, 
that  whatsoever  he  might  think  of  the  man,  he 
would  consider  the  arcnbishop  and  the  church 
which  the  king  assured  him  he  would  do.     Shel* 
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The  curious  reader  will  be  satisfied, 
that  I  add  in  this  place  a  passage 
from  Sir  James  Balfour,  lyon  king  at  arms, 
his  annals  in  king  Charles  I.  his  reign, 
relative  to  this  precedency  of  the  arch- 
bishops of  St.  Andrews  to  the  chancellor, 
p.  653,  of  the  manuscript  before  me.  **  July 
12th,  1626,  the  lung  by  his  letter  com- 
manded, that  the  primate  of  Scotland,  the 
archbishop  of  St  Andrews,  should  take 
place  of  the  chancellor:  but  chancellor 
Hay  would  never  sufier  him  to  do  it  all  the 
days  of  his  life,  do  what  the  king  would. 
Sir  James  adds,  that  at  the  king's  coronation, 
1663,  that  morning  the  king  called  me,  as 
lyon  king  at  arms,  and  sent  me  to  the  earl 
of  Kinnoul,  at  that  time  chancellor,  to  show 
him  that  it  was  his  majesty's  will  and  plea- 
sure, that  only  for  that  day  he  would  cede 
and  give  place  to  the  archbishop.  The 
earl    returned    by  me    this  brisk   answer. 


don  told  Sharp,  that  he  saw  the  motion  for  himself 
did  not  take,  so  he  must  think  on  somewhat  else. 
Sharp  proposed  that  the  seals  might  be  put  in 
the  earl  or  Rothes'  hands,  till  the  king  should 
pitch  on  a  proper  person.  He  also  proposed 
that  the  king  would  make  him  his  commiSBioner, 
in  order  to  the  preparing  matters  for  a  national 
synod,  that  they  might  settle  a  book  of  common 
prayer,  and  a  book  of  canons.— 

**  All  this  was  easily  agreed  to,  for  the  king 
loved  the  lord  Rothes,  and  the  earl  of  Lauderdale 
would  not  oppose  hb  adTancement,  though  it 
was  a  very  extravagant  thing,  to  see  one  man 
possess  so  many  of  the  chief  places  of  so  poor  a 
Kingdom.  The  earl  of  Crawford  would  not 
abjure  the  covenant,  so  Rothes  had  been  made 
lord  treasurer  in  his  place :  he  continued  to  be 
still  what  he  was  before,  lord  president  of  the 
council ;  and  upon  the  earl  of  Middleton'a  dia- 
grace,  he  was  made  captain  of  a  troop  of  guards, 
and  now  he  was  both  the  king's  commfosioncr 
and,  upon  the  matter,  lord  chancellor.  Sharp 
reckoned  this  was  his  masterpiece.  Lord  Rothes 
being  thus  advanced  by  his  means,  was  in  all 
things  goremed  by  him.  His  instructions  were 
such  as  Sharp  proposed,  to  prepare  matters  for  a 
national  synod  ;  and  in  the  meanwhile  to  execute 
the  laws  that  related  to  the  church  with  a 
steady  firmness.  So  when  they  parted  from 
WhitehaU,  Sharp  said  to  the  king,  that  he  had 
now  done  all  that  could  be  desired  of  him  for 
the  good  of  the  church,  so  that  if  all  matters 
went  not  right  in  Scotland,  none  must  bear  the 
blame,  but  either  the  earl  of  Lauderdale  or 
Rothes ;  as  they  cams  to  Scotland,  where  a  rm 
furious  scene  of  illq^  violence  viras  opened. 
Sharp  governed  lord  Rothes,  who  abMidoned 
himself  to  pleasure;  and  when  some  censured 
this,  sU  the  answer  that  was  made,  was,  a 
severe  piece  of  raillery,  that  the  king's  commis- 
sioner ought  to  represent  his  person.  --BumeC^a 
History  of  his  Own  Times,  vol.  i.  pp.  305-  «807 
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lfiA4.  ^  ^^  vancit  his  maiesty  had  been 
pleased  to  contmue  hnn  in  that 
ofiice,  which  by  his  means  his  worthy  father, 
of  happy  memory,  had  bestowed  upon  him, 
he  was  ready  in  all  humility  to  lay  it  at  hb 
majesty's  feet;  but  since  it  was  his  royal 
will,  he  should  enjoy  it  with  the  known 

privileges  of  the  same,  never  a  st d 

priest  in  Scotland  should  set  a  foot  before 
him  as  long  as  his  blood  was  hot.  When 
I  had  related  this  answer  to  the  king,  he 
said.  Well,  Lyon,  let  us  go  to  business, 
I  will  not  meddle  further  with  that  old 
cankered  goutish  man,  at  whose  hands  there 
is  nothing  to  be  gained  but  sour  words." 

That  same  day,  January  26th,  another 
letter  is  read  from  the  king  to  the  council, 
acquainting  them  he  had  made  choice  of  the 
persons  who  were  to  be  commissioners  for 
plantation  of  kirks,  and  ordered  the  register 
to  insert  them  in  the  commission  of  parlii^ 
ment  past  thereupon,  and  requires  them  to 
advertise  them  to  attend  the  diets  of  that 
commission,  which  he  will  have  kept  every 
week  during  session-time:  whereupon  the 
council  write  to  all  the  members,  to  attend. 

Some  notice  both  been  taken  already  of 
the  new  made  bishops  this  year.  In  January, 
Mr.  Alexander  Burnet  b  admitted  to  be 
archbishop  of  Glasgow,  in  room  of  Mr. 
Fairfoul  deceased ;  and  Mr.  Scougal  is  his 
successor  at  Aberdeen,  who  was  reckoned 
among  the  devoutest  of  that  order;  and 
Mr.  Andrew  Honeyman  is  made  bishop  of 
Orkney,  in  room  of  Sideserf  deceased. 

April  29th,  by  a  letter  from  the  king,  the 
archbishop  of  Glasgow  and  Archibald  earl 
of  Argyle  are  added  to  the  council,  ana 
take  the  oaths,  and  their  places  at  that 
board.  The  same  day  a  proclamation  is 
published  against  that  known  and  celebrated 
treatise  of  the  great  ornament  of  Scotland, 
Mr.  George  Buchanan,  De  jure  regni  apud 
Scoios,  which  deserves  a  room  here. 

**  Forasmuch  as,  notwithstanding  it  hath 
pleased  the  almighty  God,  to  restore  the 
kingdom  to  the  great  blessings  of  peace  and 
prosperity,  under  the  protection  of  his 
majesty's  royal  government,  after  the  late 
grievous  sufferings  and  bondage  under  usur- 
pers; yet  some  seditious  and  disaffected 
persona  endeavour  to  infuse  the  principles 
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of  rebdlioB  In  the  mindf  of  many  good 
subjects,  of  purpooa  to  dispose  them  to  nev 
tioubleB;  and  fbr  that  end  hsre  endesvoored 
to  translate  into  the  English  tongue^  tn 
old  seditions  pamphlet,  entituled,  De  Jure 
regni  apud  Sedot^  whereof  Mr.  Geor^ 
Buchanan  was  the  author,  which  was  con- 
demned by  act  of  parliament  1584^  dnriog 
the  reign  of  his  majeaty's  grandlkther  of 
blessed  memory,  and  have  diaperaed  many 
copies  of  the  said  translation^  which  nay 
corrupt  the  aflectiona  of  the  anijects,  and 
alienate  their  minds  from'tfaeir  obedience  to 
the  laws,  and  his  majesty's  royal  authority, 
and  the  present  government,  if  it  be  not 
timously  prevented :  therefore  the  lords  of 
his  majesty's  privy  council,  in  hia  nugesCy's 
name  and  authority,  command  and  charge 
all  subjects  of  what  degree^  quality  or  rank 
soever  they  be,  to  bring  and  deliver  to  the 
derk  of  council,  all  copies  they  have  of  the 
said  pamphlet  or  book,  translated,  as  said 
is,  and  that  none  presume  hereafter  to 
double  any  of  the  said  copies,  or  disperse 
the  same:  with  certification,  that  the  con- 
travraers  shall  be  proceeded  agamst  ss 
seditious  persons,  and  disaffected  to  monsr- 
chical  government,  conform  to  the  laws, 
with  all  rigour :  and  ordain  those  presents 
to  be  printed,  and  published  at  the  market- 
cross  of  Edinburgh,  and  all  other  places 
needful,  that  none  pretend  ignorance. 

•*  Glencaibn,  Chanc.  I.  P.  D.  Con." 

This  proclamation  is  every  way  singular: 
for  any  thing  that  appears,  this  translation 
of  that  known  piece  of  the  celebrated 
Buchanan,  was  not  printed,  but  only,  it 
seems,  handed  about  in  manuscript ;  while 
in  the  meantime  thousands  of  copies  oi  it, 
in  the  Latin  original,  were  in  every  body's 
hands.  It  had  been  more  just  to  have 
ordered  an  answer  to  have  been  formed  to 
the  solid  alignments  in  that  dialogue,  against 
tyranny  and  arbitrary  government,  and  the 
courses  at  this  time  carrying  on ;  and  more 
reasonable,  than  to  make  such  a  needless 
noise  about  a  paper  we  must  suppose  to  be 
in  the  hands  but  of  a  very  few. 

Upon  the  30th  of  May  this  year,  the  eari 
Glencaim,  lord  high  chancellor  of  Scotland, 
died  at  Boltoun  in  East-Lothian,  of  a  fa^ 
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ferer,  in  a  few  days  sicknen.*  He  was 
redLoned  a  wise  statesman,  and  a  braye 
soldier,  and  had  made  gallant  appearances 
lor  the  king,  and  the  freedom  and  liberty  of 
his  country.  In  several  things  since  the 
restoration,  he  was  driven  beyond  his  inclina> 
tions  by  the  prelates.  We  have  seen  that 
he  was  abundantly  active  in  the  establish- 
meot  of  bishops ;  and  it  was  evident  enough 
that  he  had  no  satisfiiction  in  this  part  of 
his  conduct,  when  he  came  to  die.  The 
pride  of  the  archbishop  of  St.  Andrews,  and 
his  getting  himself  into  the  precedency  of 
the  chancellor,  and  the  other  officers  of 
states  were  no  way  agreeable  to  this  noble- 
man, who  was  of  a  very  ancient  descent, 
and  could  not  well  bear  the  heights  of  our 
Scots  prelates;  and  indeed  it  may  appear 
strange,  that  our  ancient  nobility  could  so 
easUy  bow  their  necks  to  the  yoke  and 
tyranny  of  Inshops.  I  am  well  informed 
from  the  person,  to  whom  the  chancellor 
had  the  expresHion,  upon  the  rumours  of 
Afiddleton's  fall,  that  he  was  pleased  to  say, 
*  If  liGddleton  fall,  people  will  infer  that,  it 
is  an  accursed  thing  to  bring  in  bishops  to 
Scotland:  for  captain  James  Stuart,  who 
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•  The  following  is  Kirkton*t  account  of  ihft 
•rent :— *'  This  spring  also,  the  cbancelior  left 
the  world,  and  bb  short-lived  honour.  He  died 
at  BoHon  in  East-Lothian,  of  a  ferer,  of  fire 
days ;  and  though  he  had  lived  among  the  bishops 
and  curates,  yet  he  desired  earnestly  to  die 
among  prasbvterians ;  and  therefore  as  soon  as 
he  appraiendsd  death,  he  posted  away  a  mes- 
senger for  Mr.  Robert  Douglas,  who  sqjoumed 
then  at  Preston,  but  was  not  to  be  gotten  being 
absent  in  Fife.  Then  he  sent  for  Mr.  Robert 
Ker,  in  Haddington,  but  before  he  could  come, 
the  dyinf  man  had  lost  his  senses,  and  so  he  was 
nsprsved  in  his  rin,  though  he  had  made  his  hut 
idioice  of  those  whom  he  had  sore  persecute. 
And  so  did  many  of  our  grandees,  when  they  had 
tbcfr  eyes  opened  with  the  terrors  of  death,  parti- 
Golarly  the  duke  of  Rothes  and  earl  of  Aniuuadale ; 
and  many  more.  Many  a  time  the  chancellor 
crfod  out,  *  O,  to  have  my  last  three  years  re- 
called V  but  it  would  not  be  granted.**— History 
of  the  Church  of  Soothuad,  pp.  803,  204. 

Mr.  Wodrow,  in  additions  and  amendments, 
printed  in  the  9d  voL  of  his  History,  informs 
us,  **  That  the  lung  was  pleased  to  be  at  the 
charges  of  the  earl  of  Glencaim*s  burial ;  and  I 
am  warranted  to  say,  so  muchfrom  his  mi^esty's 
letter  to  the  council  declaring  so  much :  but  I  am 
since  wdl  informed,  that  the  great  charm  of 
the  funeral  were  never  (for  what  reason  1  know 
not)  rolunded  to  that  noble  family,  notwith- 
standing the  singular  serrices  thsy  had  done  ths 
king." 


set  up  the  Tuldian  bishops,  died  a  im^ 
lamentaUe  death ;  the  earl  of  Dun* 
bar,  who  brought  them  in  upon  the  unioa  of 
the  crowns,  was  the  firat  and  last  of  that 
house;  and  now  if  Middleton.  fidl,  peopii 
will  comment  upon  it."*>8ome  hot  wofd% 
as  hath  been  noticed,  were  said  to  hav« 
passed  betwixt  the  chancellor  and  the 
primate,  which  stuck  to  the  eari,  who  still 
declared  himself  to  he  only  for  a  modemte 
episcopacy:  but  he  felt  to  his  sad  experienoe^ 
the  prelates  now  brought  in  to  be  very  fiv 
from  moderation. 

At  his  death,  my  lord  inclined  much  to 
have  presl>yterian  ministers  with  him.  He« 
earnestly  desired  Mr,  Robert  Douglas,  but 
he  was  in  Fife  when  the  earl  sickened: 
some  others  were  sought  in  Edinbni]^,  and 
could  not  be  had.  And  beforo  fiir.  Robert 
Ker  could  be  brought  from  Haddington,  my 
lord  was  so  low,  that  he  could  not  speak  to 
him.  I  have  been  likewise  well  informed, 
that  the  chancellor  showed  a  great  concern 
to  have  a  meeting  with  the  primate  before 
he  died,  that  he  might  have  dealt  plainly 
with  him ;  and  an  express  was  sent,  but  the 
archbishop  had  no  mind  to  meet  with  the 
earl.  The  earl  of  Rothes,  afterwards  duke, 
and  the  earl  of  Annandale,  and  many  others 
of  our  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  how  much 
soever  in  their  life  they  had  been  hard  upon 
presbyterian  ministers,  yet  at  their  death 
they  sought  to  have  them  with  them,  and 
got  them ;  which  made  the  duke  of  York 
one  day  say,  he  believed  that  Scotsmen,  be 
what  they  would  in  their  life,  were  all  pres- 
byterians  at  their  death.  July  28th,  the 
earl  of  Glencairn  was  buried  with  a  great 
deal  of  pomp  and  solemnity,  in  St.  Oiles'f 
church  in  Edinburgh.  He  had  done  great 
services  to  the  kii^  and  he  was  pleased  to 
be  at  the  charges  of  the  fonerals.  Doctor 
Burnet,  archbishop  of  Glasgow,  was  th« 
preacher  of  his  funeral  sermon.  And  August 
Ist,  the  great  seal  was  depoeitate  in  the 
archbishop's  bands,  till  a  chancellor  should 
be  named. 

This  year,  June  3d,  the  earl  of  Tweeddale, 
now  president  of  the  council,  was  made 
one  of  the  extraordinary  lords  of  session : 
and  the  earl  of  Argyle,  as  we  heard  for- 
merly, was  restored  to  that  earldom^  and  to 
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1Afi4.  ^^  ^^  sundry  the  lands,  lordships, 
and  baronies  thereunto  belonging, 
Men  into  the  king's  hands  by  the  forfeiture 
of  his  father;  and  to  all  and  haill  the  mails, 
fiurms,  and  entries  of  all  crops  and  years 
bygone  and  coming ;  to  all  debts  and  sums 
of  money  pertaining  to  the  late  marquis,  and 
contained  in  his  predecessors*  infefbnents. 
And,  June  8th,  the  excellent  marqub's 
head  was  taken  down  from  the  tolbooth, 
early  in  the  morning,  about  five  of  the 
clock,  by  a  warrant  from  the  king,  and 
was  conveyed  to  his  body.  Thus  the  earl 
continued  in  fiivour,  till  his  noble  appearance 
for  the  protestant  religion,  at  the  duke  of 
York's  parliament,  as  we  shall  afterward 
hear. 

This  summer.  Sir  John  Fletcher,  king's 
advocate,  was  obliged  to  quit  that  post,  not 
much  the  richer  for  all  he  had  got  in  it. 
He  was  a  creature  of  Middleton's,  and  went 
up  to  court  in  the  end  of  the  last  year,  but 
did  not  succeed  in  his  endeavours  to  keep 
his  post,  when  his  patron  was  discarded. 
July  14th,  I  find  a  letter  from  the  king  to 
the    council   read,  giving    license   to   Mr. 
Patrick  Oliphant  advocate,  to  pursue  his 
majesty's  advocate  before  the  council ;  and 
they  order  the  said  Mr.  Patrick  to  exhibit 
and  give  in  his  accusation  the  26th.     I  find 
no  more  about  him  in  the  registers,  till 
September  14th,  when,  "  The  lords  of  his 
majesty's  privy  council,  in  obedience  to  his 
majesty's  commands,  signified  to  them  by 
the  lord  treasurer,  do  dbcharge  any  further 
procedure  in  the  process   at   Mr.  Patrick 
01iphant*s  instance  against  Sir  John  Flet- 
cher ;  and  ordain  either  party's  part  of  the 
process  to  be  delivered  back  unto  them, 
and  his  majesty's   letter,  which  was    the 
ground  thereof,  to  be  taken  to  his  majesty 
by  the  lord  treasurer,  the  same  not  being 
as  yet  booked."     By  other  papers  of  this 
time,  I  find  this  process  before  the  council 
was  long  and  litigious.     The  advocate  was 
libelled  for  bribery,  partiality,  and  malver- 
sation in  his  office.     The  lords  who  tried 
liim  did  not  find  his  answers  and  defences 
relevant  or  satisfying ;   and  finding  matters 
going  thus,  he  signified  his  inclinations  to 
demit   in   the   king's   hands,  and   so   the 
matter  was  transferred  to  London  and  Sir 
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John  permitted  to  go  op;  and  there,  not 
being  able  satisfyingly  to  vindicate  himself  in 
several  points,  he  demitted,  and  &r  Joba 
Kisbet  succeeded.  People  ooold  not  but 
observe,  that  the  earl  of  Middlettm,  the 
chancellor,  and  Sir  John  Fletcher,  who  had 
been  so  active  in  the  introducticni  of  pi^ 
lacy,  did  not  long  continue  in  their  posts, 
neither  had  the  satisfaction  Mr.  Sharp  pro- 
posed to  them,  in  that  lamentable  change 
made  in  this  church. 

August  9th,   I  find  an  act  of  council 
against  the  venting  and  spreading  the  excel- 
lent  lord  Warriston*s  qseech.    **  The  lords 
of  his  majesty's  privy  council  being  infonned, 
that  there  is  a  seditious  pamphlet,  called 
Warriston's  speech,  published  in  print,  and 
publicly  printed  and  sold  by  bookaeUers  and 
boys  in  the  streets,  do  therefore  give  power 
and    warrant  to    Sir    Robert    Murray  of 
Cameron,  to  try  and  examine  how  these 
pamphlets  come  to  be  sold  without  authority 
and  warrant;  where  the  same  has  been 
printed;  who  have  been  the  printers,  im- 
porters, or  principal  venders  and  di^iersers 
thereof;  and  for  that  effect  to  call  before 
him  and  examine  all  booksellers  and  boys ; 
and,  if  he  shall  see  cause,  to  commit  them 
to  prison,  till  they  discover  the  true  way 
and  means  by  which  the  said  pamphlets  are 
so  published  and  sold,  and  what  persons  have 
had  the  chief  hand  therein,  and  report."— 
I  find  no  more  about  it:  the  reader  hath 
seen  that  there  was  no   sedition  in  this 
speech ;  and  the  selling  of  it  in  p(d>lic  was 
soon  stopt. 

In  August  this  year,  the  eari  of  Rothes, 
and  the  archbishop  of  St.  Andrews,  by  a 
letter  from  court,  go  up  to  London.*  The 
matter  of  the  fines,  the  chancellor's  post, 
and  the  advocate's,  were  to  be  coacerted. 
Accordingly  they  went  up;  and,  October 
22d,  the  earl  of  Rothes  returns  to  Holv- 
roodhouse,  loaden  with  posts  and  offices. 
November  3d,  I  find  the  patents  for  some 
of  them  read  and  recorded  in  council.  His 
commission  to  represent  the  king  in  the 
national  s}'nod,  to  sit  Blay  next  year,  being 
what  the  curious  reader  may  be  desirous  to 


«  See  note^  i».  817. 
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aee^  I  have  insert  at  the  bottom  of  the 
page.*  That  synod  did  not  indeed  sit,  but 
was  put  off  time  after  time,  by  the  influence 
of  the  primate,  of  which  I  cannot  give  so 
distinct  and  particular  accounts,  as  I  could 
wish,  and  so  say  no  more  of  it.  Some 
years  after,  we  shall  find  a  struggle  of  a  good 
many  of  the  clergy,  for  the  sitting  of  this 
synod,  but  in  vain.  After  the  reading  of  this 
commission,  **  His  grace  his  majesty's  high 
commissioner  nominates  and  appoints  the 
lord  archbishop  of  St.  Andrews  his  grace,  to 
be  preses  of  the  council  for  the  time.*' 
And,  November  24th,  in  the  primate's 
absence,  the  lord  commissioner  "  nominates 
the  lord  archbishop  of  Glasgow  to  be  pre- 
sident of  the  coundL"     Then  a  letter  from 


*  Rotbet't  Patent  to  be  oomminioner  to  the 
national  lynod,  October  Uth,  1664. 

Carolui  Dei  gratia,  Sootic,  Angliae,  Francie, 
et  Hibemia  Ilex,  fideique  defensor,  omnibus 
probte  hominibus  sols  ad  quos  pnnentes  Utera 
pervenerint,  salutem.  Sidatis  quandoquidem 
ordinatio  et  ditpoeitio  extemi  regiminis  eoriesiB, 
et  iiominatio  pamonamm  qoariim  oonsilio  res  et 
n^otia  eo  spcctaates  stabiliantur,  nobis  tanqutm 
Jus  ooroDiB  nostra  Innatum,  virtate  regalis  nostra 
prarogatira^  et  suprema  authoritatis  in  caosis 
ecdesiasticis,  barent  et  incumbuot ;  et  quia  nobb 
expedlens  et  necessarium  videtur,  in  nonorem 
et  serritium  divini  numlnis,  emolumentum  et 
tranoaiHitatem  ecclesia,  et  gulMrnationem  ejos- 
dem  ID  ordine  et  uniooe,  ut  nationalis  synodus 
in  antiqao  nostro  regno  Sootia,  in  omnibus  ijus 
membrUdebite  oonstitoator,  secundum  quartum 
actum  tertia  sessionis  norissimi  nostn  parlia- 
menti,  cnjus  titulus  est,  Actum  pro  stabiliatione 
et  coostitutione  nationalis  synodi.  Quam  quidem 
■ynodum  sio  constitutam,  nos  decrerimus  £din- 
borgi  conrocatum  iri,  die  Memurii  tertio  mensia 
Man  proxime  futuri,  anno  Domini  1665,  ioque 
hofic  finem,  regalem  nostram  proclamationem 
debito  tempore  expeditum  iri;  et  quia  nulla 
nationalis  synodus  teneri  vcl  obsenrari  potest 
absque  nostra  prasentia,  vel  nostri  delegati  seu 
oommisrionarii  autboritate  nostra  in  bunc  finem 
moniti.  Cumque  nos  graviasimis  regnl  nostri 
Anglia  nc^tlis  impediti,  dicta  generul  synodo 
et  eonventui  in  sacra  nostra  persona  adesae 
nequeamua ;  idcirco  comminionem  noetram  viro 
euidam  eximia  rirtutis  et  fidelitatis  demandare 
deerevimua,  qui  regalem  nostram  personam 
suatineat  et  repraaentet,  cum  anteconvocationem 
pradicta  aynodi,  pro  neceasariorum  oommunica^ 
tione  et  praparatione,  cum  in  ipsa  aynodo  convo- 
eata,  turn  etiam  interea  temporia  pro  debita  obedi- 
entia  legum  nostorarum  eccleaiam  apectantium 
procuranda,  ut  enormiter  et  proterriter  Tiventea 
supprimantur ;  cumque  multis  testimoniis  com- 
pertum  habeamus,  amorem,  aqimi  dotes,  et  fideli- 
tatem  pradilecti  et  fideliaslmi  nostri  ooosanguinei 
et  ooDsiliarii  nostri  Joaonia  comltia  de  B^thea, 
Lieslia  et  Bambreich,  &c.  nostri  tbesaumrii 
principalis,  ^uaque  zelum  et  promptitudinem, 
turn  iu  agendo  turn  in  patiendo  pro  nobis,  ante 
Micem  noetram  instaorationem  et  restitutionem. 
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the  king  in  Latin,  approving  the  i/*^^ 
lord  commissioner  his  conduct  in 
the  last  session  of  parliament,  is  read  and 
recorded ;  and  after  this  a  letter  from  the 
king,  appointing  him  keeper  of  the  great 
seal,  and  to  enjoy  all  the  profits  thereof  till 
his  majesty  nominate  a  chancellor.  The 
council  give  warrant  to  append  the  seal  to 
both  those.  By  other  papers,  I  find  that 
he  had  twenty  pounds  sterling  a  day,  as 
king's  commissioner,  till  the  synod  should  sit, 
and  fifty  pounds  per  day  while  it  sat  He 
continued  lord  high  commissioner  for  a  good 
while ;  besides,  he  was  lord  high  treasurer, 
general  of  the  forces  by  sea  and  land,  and 
extraordinary  lord  of  session,  commander 
of  his  majesty's  life-guard,  and  principal 

speciatim  vero  egregium  specimen  tjua  fidelitati% 
prudentia  et  animi  candons,  in  exequenda  exodaa 
proTinda  noatri  commiaaionarii,  in  ultima  aet- 
aione  noviaaimi  noatri  parliamenti,  in  qua  quidem 
obeunda,  pradarum  et  egregium  aervitium  nobia 
in  ecdeaia  et  regni  noatri  emolumentum  edidit : 
Igitur  dedimua  et  conccaaimua,  tenoreque  pra- 
aentium  damuaet  concedimua,  plenani  poteatatem 
et  commiadonem  memorato  fideliasimo  et  dilec- 
tiaaimo  noatro  conaanguineo  et  conalUulo,  Joanni 
comiti  deRothea,&c  nostram  aacram  personam  et 
authoritatem  auatinendi,  turn  ante  eonvocationem 
pradicta  aynodi,  tum  La  ipaa  aynodo  aequente 
convocata,  et  in  cunctia  conventibua  ejuadem,  ao 
in  omnibua  aliia  qua  ecclesia  bonum,  paoem  et 
gubemationem  dicti  antiqui  regni  noatri  Scotia, 
tum  in  ecclesia  tum  in  statu,  (prout  nunc  l^bua 
atabilitur)  et  noatri  aervitii  propagationem,  in 
unireraia  et  ainguliaadminiatrationibna  ejuadem, 
tanquam  nostro  commiaaionario  apectare  poterint, 
Quin  etiam  tenore  praaentium,  prafatum  comi- 
tem  autboritate  et  poteatate  noatra  regali  muni- 
mua,  ut  ait  noater  commiaaionariua,  omniaque  et 
aingula  peragat  ad  poteatatem  et  provinciam  noatri 
commiaaionarii  apectautia,  non  minore  juria  liber- 
tate  et  amplitudine,  in  omnibua  reapectlbua^  quam 
quicumque  alius  commiaaionariua  fecit,  aeu  de 

i'ure  facere  potuit;  firmum  et  ratum  habemua  et 
labituri  aumua,  totum  et  quodcunque  pradictua 
comes,  in  obeundaet  exequenda  dicta commiaalone 
et  ejuadem  documenti8,fecerit  et  praatiterit.  Man- 
damua  porro  omnibua  noatria  officiariia  atatua, 
conailiariia,  judicibus,  et  cunctia  noatria  aubditia, 
et  peculianter  officiariia  copiarum  noatrarum, 
in  antedicto  regno  nostro,  ut  debita  ob^entia 
afficiant,  agnoscant,  et  morem  gerant  dicto 
comiti,  tanquam  nostro  commiaaionario,  rq^em 
nostram  peraonam  et  authoritatem  reprcaen- 
tanti,  ad  effectua,  et  modo  in  eadem  commiaaione 
apecificato.  Quam  quidem  oimmiaaionem  ad 
nnem  usque  et  dimiaaionem  aynodi  aequentia 
durare  et  vim  habere  volumua.  In  cujua  rei 
teatimonium,  praaentibua  magnum  aigillum  noa- 
trum,  una  cum  privato  noatro  aigillo,  (quia  ipee 
comes  eat  magni  noatri  aigilli  pro  tempore  cuatoa) 
appendi  pracipimua.     Apud  Whitemdl,  decime 

3uarto  menaia  Octobria,  1664,  et  regni  noatri 
ecimo  aexto.     Per  aignaturam  S.  D.  N.  Rcgi 
auperaeriptum. 
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collector  of  the  fines;  and  Sir 
William  Bruce,  as  we  heard,  was 
under  him.  But  I  imagine  this  last  came  to 
his  share  as  lord  treasurer.  About  this 
same  time  I  find  it  observed  as  a  singular 
thing,  that  the  archbishop  of  Glasgow  was 
made  an  extraordinary  lord  of  session. 

That  same  day,  November  3d,  Sir  John 
Nisbet's  patent  to  be  king's  advocate^  is  read 
and  recorded  in  coundL  He  was  reckoned 
an  able  lawyer,  and  we  shall  frequently  meet 
with  him  afterward.  Those  changes  among 
the  managers,  and  alterations  of  hands, 
made  little  diange  in  the  sufierings  of  pres- 
byterians.  They  were  all  as  yet  hearty 
enough  supporters  of  the  bishops,  and  by 
them  put  on  the  severities  we  shall  hear  of. 
This  year  the  plague  raged  in  Holland,  and 
the  council  take  great  care  about  ships  from 
thence.  A  purple  fever  was  common  in 
Scotland,  and  all  things  were  ripening  for  a 
war  with  Holland. 


CHAP.  VI. 

OP  THB  STATB  AND  SUFPEBINGS  OP  PRGSBT- 
TBRIANS,  DURING  THE  YEAR  16G5. 

1665  ^^"'^  ^^  chapter  I  am  to  shut  up 
this  book,  which  hath  sweUed  upon 
my  hand  far  beyond  my  first  design ;  and  I 
shall  not  increase  it  further  by  subdividing 
this  into  sections,  but  give  what  hath  come 
to  my  hand  this  year,  all  together  as  shortly 
as  may  be.  The  former  courses  were 
carried  on  up  and  down  the  country,  and 
people  harassed  for  their  nonconformity. 
The  high  commission  had  some  persons 
before  them,  but  were  now  in  the  wane,  and 
the  council  pass  some  more  acts  against 
presbyterians.  I  shall  give  what  I  have, 
just  in  the  order  of  time,  «s  much  as  I  can. 

We  have  seen  the  earl  of  Rothes  loaded 
with  places  of  trust  and  power ;  and  under 
the  direction  of  Lauderdale  he  is  chief 
manager  in  Scotland.  He  was  much  milder 
than  Middleton,  and  scarce  ever  severe, 
except  when  in  the  high  commission  court, 
where  he  did  not  act  like  himself.  During 
this  year  of  his  management,  we  shall  not 
£nd  so  much  scvcritv  as  afterwards  he  and 
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the  rest  of  the  managers  were  pushed  into 
by  the  prelates. 

The  first  accounts  I  find  in  the  councii 
books  of  a  war  with  the  states  general,  is  in 
a  proclamation  published  by  them.  May  3d, 
for  a  national  £ut,  which  I  have  insert,  in  a 
note.*  The  copy  of  the  proclamation  comes 
down  from  London,  with  an  order  to  the 
conunissioner  to  publish  it,  which  is  accord* 
ingly  done.  What  cause  the  English  had 
to  engage  in  a  war  with  Holland,  I  shall 
leave  to  other  historians;  but  this  I  nu^ 
venture  to  say,  they  had  no  great  honour 
by  it  in  the  issue.  In  Scotland  some  private 
persons  made  themselves  rich  by  caping  or 
privateering  upon  the  Dutch,  but  the  public 
had  no  great  cause  of  boasting.  I  find  it 
observed  by  a  fiiend  of  the  present  adminis- 
tration, that  our  seamen  were  pressed,  and 


*  A  procUmadon  for  a  public  general  Hut 
throughout  the  realm  of  Scotland. 

Charles,  by  the  grace  of  God,  kiogof  Scotland, 
England,  France,  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the 
faith,  &C.  To  all  and  tundry  our  good  aobjceta^ 
greeting :  forasmuch  as  we,  by  the  great  injarict 
and  provocations  from  the  states  of  the  iToited 
Provinces,  have  been  forced,  for  the  Juat  defbice 
and  vindication  of  our  own  and  our  subjects* 
rights,  to  prepare  and  set  out  naval  forces,  and 
to  engage  into  a  war,  upon  most  important 
reasons  of  honour  and  justice :  and  we,  out  of 
our  religious  disposition,  being  readily  indiofd 
to  approve  of  an  humble  motion  made  to  us,  for 
commanding  a  general  fast  to  be  kept  throughout 
this  our  whole  kingdom,  for  imploring  the 
blessing  of  almighty  God,  upon  our  councils  and 
forces  employed  in  this  expedition;  bare  thought 
fit,  by  this  our  proclamation,  to  indict  a  cencnl 
and  public  fast,  and  da^*  of  huniiliation  for  the 
end  foresaid.  Our  will  is  herefore,  and  we 
straitly  command  and  charge,  that  the  said  fast 
be  religiously  and  solemnly  kept  throughout  this 
our  whole  kingdom,  by  all  our  augecta  and 
peonle  within  the  same,  upon  the  first  Wednesdaj 
of  June,  being  the  seventh  day  thereof:  requir- 
ing hereby  the  reverend  archbishops  and  bishops, 
to  give  notice  hereof  to  the  ministers  in  their 
respective  dioceses,  that  upon  the  Lord*8  day 
immediately  preceding  the  said  seventh  day  of 
June,  they  cause  read  tbi;»  our  proclamation 
from  the  pulpit,  in  every  parish  church,  and 
that  thev  exhort  all  our  loving  sul^ecta,  to  a 
sober  and  devout  performance  of  the  said  fasting 
and  humiliation,  as  they  tender  the  favour  of 
Almighty  God,  the  duty  they  owe  to  us,  and  the 
peace  and  preservation  of  their  country ;  certify • 
ing  all  those  who  shall  contemn  or  neglect  such 
a  religious  and  necessary  work,  they  »^^  bs 
procc^ied  against,  and  punished  as  contemners 
of  our  authority,  and  persons  disaflected  to  the 
honour  and  saietv  of  their  country.  Given  at 
Edinburgh,  the  third  day  of  May,  1665,  and  of 
our  reign  the  seventeenth  year. 
God  save  the  king. 
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our  crade  almost  niined,  and  the  poverty  of 
the  country  very  much  increased  by  this 
Dutch  war.  It  may  be  more  proper  to  the 
design  of  this  history  to  observe,  that  I  find 
none  of  the  few  remaining  presbyterian 
ministers  who  kept  their  churches,  had  any 
difficulty  to  keep  this  fast  appointed  by  the 
council:  their  proclamation  was  not  bur- 
dened with  any  straitening  clauses.  They 
found  much  ground  for  public  fasting,  and 
did  not  dip  into  the  justice  or  injustice  of 
this  war :  but  in  the  intimation  of  this  fast, 
they  condescended  upon  a  great  many 
grounds  of  humiliation,  which  were  not 
named  in  the  proclamation,  and  kept  the  day 
named.  I  have  before  me  the  form  and 
wonls  in  which  Mr.  James  Fergusson,  yet 
connived  at  in  his  church  at  Kilwinning, 
intimated  this  fast  appointed  by  the  council^ 
too  long  here  to  be  insert ;  I  shall  only  give 
a  abort  abstract  of  it,  that  the  reader  may 
have  some  view  of  the  manner  he  used  in 
this  case. — Mr.  Fergusson  begins  his  indma- 
tion :  ^  Beloved,  you  see  there  is  a  pressing 
necessity  of  a  fast,  in  respect  of  the  threat- 
ened judgments;  and  therefore  since  it  is 
appointed  by  the  secret  council,  let  us  go 
about  it.  But  we  missed  one  thing  in  the 
proclamation,  which  is  a  very  considerable 
one,  to  wit,  the  mentioning  of  the  particular 
sins  which  have  procured  those  judgments. 
I  shall  put  this  favourable  construction  upon 
it,  that  they  lefl  it  to  the  discretion  of 
ministers  to  intimate  the  causes  of  the  fiwt ; 
and  I  shall  give  you  some  passages  of  scrip- 
ture." He  names  Hos.  iv.  1 — 4.  Levit.  xxvi* 
23 — 27.  Jer.  xxxiv.  13—18.  Zech.  v.  1—5. 
Ilia.  V.  8—13.  then  he  adds,  ^  the  sin  of  all 
ranks  is  so  multiplied,  that  a  minister  can 
hardly  know  where  to  begin.  I  shall  reduce 
them  all  to  this  one  general,  the  contempt 
of  the  glorious  gospel.  And  he  nins  out 
upon  the  streams  that  run  out  firom  this 
tentain,  lukewarmness,  and  indiflferency, 
fough  handling  of  the  messengers  of  Christ, 
bying  desolate  multitudes  of  congregations, 
contempt  of  the  Sabbath,  atheistical  con- 
teiiqpt  of  ordinances,  gross  profanity  of  all 
kinds,  aggravated  by  a  wonderful  deliverance 
fimm  the  usurpation ;  and  yet,  immediately 
Dpon  the  back  of  it,  we  have  done  contrary 
to  what  we  had  vowed  with  a  high  hand  to 
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the  Lord :  the  Lord  make  us  semd- 
ble  of  the  hand  you  and  I  have  in 
the  provocation."  Then  he  particolariy  in- 
sists upon  the  pestilence  they  were  threatened 
with,  and  before  prayer  directs  them  what 
they  are  to  be  most  concerned  about  in 
wmtling  on  their  Fast-day.  And  in  his 
sermon,  from  Jonah  iiL  8.  he  insists  at  great 
length  upon  those  sins  and  strokes  he  had 
pointed  at  in  this  intimation. 

Towards  the  boning  of  this  year  the 
pestilence  broke  out  in  England ;  and  many 
remarkable  signs  were  observed  to  precede 
and  accompany  that  awful  arrow  of  the 
Lord.  In  the  end  of  the  last  year,  appeared 
a  very  large  comet.  This  winter  there  waa 
so  violent  a  storm  of  frost  and  snow,  that 
there  was  no  ploughing  from  December  till 
the  middle  of  March.  In  Mardi  another 
comet  appeared  in  the  heavens.  Whatever 
natural  causes  may  be  adduced  for  Aoae 
alarming  appearances,  the  system  of  comets 
is  yet  so  uncertain,  and  they  have  so  frequently 
preceded  desolating  strokes  and  turns  in 
public  affiiirs,  that  they  seem  designed  in 
providence  to  stir  up  sinners  to  seriousness. 
Those  preachers  from  heaven,  when  God's 
messengers  were  silenced,  neither  prince 
nor  prdate  could  stop.  I  find  it  noticed^ 
that  May  3d  this  year,  the  planet  Venus 
appeared  most  detu^y  all  the  day  long,  to 
the  amazement  of  many  at  Edinburgh. 
Much  about  this  time  the  pestilence  broke 
out  at  Westminster.  I  find  it  taken  notice 
of,  in  several  papers  written  at  this  time^ 
that  the  appearance  of  a  globe  of  fire  was 
seen  above  that  part  of  the  city  where  the 
solemn  league  and  covenant  was  burnt  so 
ignominiously  by  the  hand  of  the  hangman. 
Whatever  was  in  this,  it  seems  certain  that 
the  plague  broke  out  there,  and  it  was 
observed  to  rage  mostly  in  that  street,  where 
that  open  afflront  had  been  put  upon  the 
oath  of  God,  and  very  few  were  left  aHve 
there. 

The  raging  of  the  plague  in  England, 
which  put  many  to  wander  firom  their  houses 
and  friends,  as  some  thousands  of  Christ's 
faithful  ministers  in  England  and  Scotland, 
had  been  forced  to  do  a  little  before^  the 
Dutch  war,  and  some  other  things  which 
fell  in,  made  our  managers  m  Scotland  nol 
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Ifias.  ^"^  ^  Tiolent  against  presbyterians   and  dosed  up  the  kiik  door.     Some  of  them 


as  formerly.  Our  nobility  began  to 
be  weary  of  the  prelates'  cruelties,  and  their 
own  drudgery  to  them.  And  the  prelates 
began  to  jealous  some  of  our  noblemen,  as  not 
quite  so  hearty  in  their  interests  as  formerly. 
Some  little  favours  now  and  then  are  granted 
to  presbyterian  ministers  and  gentlemen. 
Thus,  May  3d,  "  anent  a  petition  of  Walter 
Pringle  of  Greenknows,  showing,  that  since 
the  1 0th  of  Biarch  last,  the  petitioner  hath 
been  imprisoned  within  the  tolbooth  of  Elgin, 
by  virtue  of  an  act  of  the  high  commission ; 
and  seeing  he  is  a  person  most  valetudinary, 
and  if  detained  in  prison,  his  life  will  be 
undoubtedly  in  hazard;  humbly  therefore 
desiring  liberty  and  warrant  to  the  effect 
underwritten:  the  lords  of  his  majesty's 
privy  council,  having  considered  the  above 
written  petition,  do  grant  the  petitioner  the 


were  put  in  the  thieves'  hole,  and  a  man  and 
a  woman  were  scoui^ged  through  Edinburgh." 
No  more  about  this  hath  come  to  my  hand. 
Several  persons  in  Dumfries,  were  about 
this  time  imprisoned,  for  not  hearing  the 
ministers  put  in  by  the  bishops,  and  refosio^ 
to  give  obedience  to  the  bishops'  orders  sen 
them;  but  I  have  no  particular  accounu 
who  they  were. 

This  summer,  I  find  orders  are  given  for 
disarming  the  west  and  south  of  Scotland ; 
and  Sir  James  Turner  and  others,  with  s 
good  many  soldiers,  are  raging  up  and  down 
that  country,  pressing  conformity,  and  assist- 
ing the  uplifting  of  the  fines.  That  part  of 
the  nation,  having  every  day  more  and  more 
reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the  changes  in 
church  government,  behoved  to  be  oppressed 
and  borne  down,  and  now,  to  satisfy  the  idle 


liberty  of  the  said  town  of  Elgin,  and  the  •  fears  of  the  prelates,  disarmed.     For  what 


bounds  of  a  mile  round  about  it,  during  the 
council's  pleasure;  and  for  that  effect  ordain 
the  magistrates  of  Elgin  to  set  him  at  liberty 
out  of  prison,  he  finding  caution  to  remain 
within  the  said  bounds  during  the  time  of 
his  liberty,  under  the  pun  of  ten  thousand 
pounds  Scots."  That  same  day,  liberty  is 
granted  to  Mr.  Smith,  minister,  I  suppose, 
of  Edinburgh,  to  come  to  that  place,  "  anent 
a  petition  presented  by  Mr.  John  Smith, 
minister,  showing,  that  the  petitioner  being 
exceedingly  diseased,  and  troubled  with 
colic,  gravel,  and  a  complication  of  other 
diseases,  and  in  so  dangerous  a  condition 
thereby,  that  his  physicians  think  it  necessary 
he  come  to  Edinburgh  for  counsel  and 
assbtance;  the  lords  of  council  grant  him 
liberty  to  come  to  Edinbui^,  and  reside 
there  for  the  space  of  three  months  after 
the  date  of  this." 

Towards  the  end  of  May,  there  fell  out  a 
mutiny  in  the  west-kirk  parish  of  Edinburgh. 
I  give  it  in  the  words  of  a  writer,  who  was 
no  enemy  to  conformist  ministers.  "  May 
2dth,  there  fell  out  a  mutiny  betwixt  the 
parishioners  of  the  west-kirk  and  Mr.  William 
Gordon,  minister  there,  who,  they  alleged, 
was  for  keeping  of  festivals,  and  had  been 
the  prime  author  of  the  removal  of  their 
minister  Mr.  David  Williamson,  a  good  and 
Me  teacher.     The  people  railed  on  him. 


I  remember,  this  is  the  first  time  our  Scots 
hbtory  affords  us  an  instance  of  a  Scots 
king's  disarming  his  subjects  in  the  time  of 
profound  peace  at  home.  Perhaps  the  king 
might  be  made  to  apprehend,  the  affections 
of  hb  -subjects  in  those  shires  bore  some 
proportion  to  his,  or  rather  the  managers 
their  actions,  and  the  obligations  they  had 
put  upon  them.  Indeed  had  thb  been  the 
rule,  their  respect  would  have  been  smaller 
for  hb  nujesty,  than  really  it  was:  but 
under  all  their  hardships  and  oppressions, 
presbyterians  continued  to  have  all  due 
regard  to  the  king.  The  violent  seizure  of 
their  arms,  was  a  very  great  loss  to  the 
country.  Formerly  our  sovereigns  reckoned 
it  their  safety  to  have  good  subjects,  in  case 
to  defend  themselves  and  the  government, 
upon  attacks  made  or  threatened;  and  till 
of  late,  the  method  of  standing  forces,  and 
armies  in  time  of  peace,  were  strangers  ir 
Scotland.  There  were  few  families  but  had 
some  arms;  and  the  forcible  taking  those 
away,  without  a  fault,  and  without  payment 
was  unprecedented  and  arbitrary.  The 
silly  pretext  was,  that  the  fanadcs,  now  the 
modbh  way  of  expressing  the  presbyterians, 
and  all  who  would  not  renounce  the  core> 
nants,  were  to  rise  and  job  the  Dutch  against 
the  king.  Credat  Jwiasiu  appdla  /  Thb  wv 
another  of  the  primate's  fetchesy  and  mightiff 
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pleased  the  prelates,  who  now  thought  them- 
selves secure,  and  at  liberty  to  do  as  they 
would.  Those  oppressions,  with  what  fol- 
lowed, did  but  further  irritate  the  country, 
and  tended  to  expose  them  and  their  curates, 
to  what,  without  ground,  they  pretended  to 
be  afraid  of. 

June  Ist,  2d,  and  Sd,  the  engagement 
happened  betwixt  the  English  and  Dutch 
fleets,  of  which  a  very  fiiyouraUe  account, 
upon  our  side,  was  printed.  And  June 
20th,  the  council  publish  the  king's  pro- 
clamation sent  them  from  London,  for  a 
thanksgiving;  which  not  having  seen  in 
print,  I  shall  give  the  abstract  of  here. 

'^  Charies,  &c  Forasmuch  as  our  royal 
navy,  under  the  command  of  our  dearest 
brother  the  duke  of  York,  hath,  upon  the 
Sd  instant,  obtained  a  glorious  victory  of 
the  fleets  set  out  by  the  states  of  the 
United  Provinces :  and  we  finding  it  suitable, 
that  a  solemn  return  of  praise  be  paid  to 
Almighty  God,  by  whose  special  hand,  in  a 
signal  appearance  for  us  and  the  justice  of 
our  cause,  this  great  salvation  hath  been 
wrought ;  have  judged  fit,  by  this  our  pro- 
clamation, to  indite  a  general  thank^ving 
for  the  aforesaid  cause.  Our  will  is  here- 
fore^  and  we  straitly  command  and  chai^ 
that  the  said  thanksgivings  and  solenm 
commemoration  of  the  goodness  of  God, 
manifested  by  the  conduct  and  management 
of  this  late  action,  be  religiously  and  solemnly 
observed  through  this  our  whole  kingdom, 
upon  the  2d  Thursday  of  July  next,  being 
the  ISth  day  thereof.  Given  at  Whitehall, 
June  10th."  The  Inshops  are  required  to 
intimate  the  same  to  the  ministers  in  their 
respective  dioceses,  and  cause  this  proclama- 
tion to  be  read  from  the  several  pulpits, 
with  exhortations  to  all  loving  subjects,  to 
a  cheoful  and  devout  performance  of  bo 
becoming  a  duty,  owing  to  the  name  of  the 
Lord  God,  who  has  done  those  great  and 
auspicious  things  for  us.  I  think  I  have 
somewhere  read,  that  a  thanki^ving  was 
also  appointed  in  Holland,  the  states  appre- 
hending the  victory  was  upon  their  side.  I 
riudl  onlyforther  remark,  that  Blrs.  Trail,  wife 
of  Ifr.  Robert  Trail,  who^  we  heard,  was 
banished,  and  now  is  in  Holland,  was  impri- 
soned iiboat  this  tfane^  for  vritiqg  to  her  hns- 
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band,  and  receiving  letters  from  him,    tunc, 
though  they  concerned  nothing  but 
their  mutual  health,  and  family  concerns. 

June  22d,  the  council  grant  liberty  to 
fiir.  John  Stirling,  late  minister,  to  come  to 
Edinburgh,  and  stay  about  his  necessary 
affiurs  for  twenty  days.  And,  July  20th, 
upon  a  new  petition  he  is  permitted  to 
continue  in  Edinburgh  for  h^  health,  till 
September  Ist.  We  see  what  unnecessary 
trouble  and  chai^ges  those  worthy  mimsters 
were  put  to,  in  so  firequent  petitioning  for  a 
thing  no  subject  ought  to  be  restricted  in, 
without  a  crime  proven  against  them.  July 
6th,  **  Anent  a  petition  presented  by  Mr. 
John  Cameron,  showing,  that  in  the  year 
1662,  he  was  confined  to  the  bounds  of 
Lochaber,  under  which  confinement  he  hath 
been  ever  since;  and  seemg  his  wife,  for 
several  weeks,  hath  been  a£3icted  with  a 
most  dangerous  disease^  and,  without  the 
comfort  and  help  of  the  petitioner  and  phy- 
sicians, is  in  hazard  of  losing  her  life; 
humbly  therefore  desiring  he  may  be  liberate 
of  his  confinement  for  some  space :  the  lords 
of  his  majesty's  privy  council  discharge  him 
of  his  confinement  in  Lochaber,  and,  in 
place  hereof  do  hereby  confine  him  to  the 
city  of  Glasgow,  and  two  miles  about  the 
same,  till  the  1  st  of  November  next,  he  finding 
sufficient  caution  to  live  peaceably  and  legally 
in  the  meantime,  and  to  retire  to  the  place 
of  his  confinement,  whenever  he  shall  be 
required  by  the  archbishop  of  GUisgow.'* 

August  2d,  a  convention  of  estates  meet 
at  Edinburgh,  by  virtue  of  a  proclamation 
published  for  that  end,  June  22d,  which 
needs  not  be  insert  here.  The  des^  of 
this  meeting  was,  to  raise  money  for  his 
majesty  to  support  him  in  the  Dutch  war. 
Those  conventions,  merely  to  raise  money 
firom  the  subjects,  had  been  but  very  little 
used  in  Scotland ;  and  indeed  it  was  scarce 
worth  the  lung's  while  to  insist  upon  it. 
What  this  poor  and  oppressed  nation  could 
advance,  was  but  little,  and  it  was  but  au 
insignificant  part  of  it  that  ever  was  applied 
to  the  ends  for  which  it  was  imposed.  And 
because  Rothes  was  keeper  of  the  seal,  and 
there  was  no  chancellor,  the  archbishop  of 
St.  Andrews  was  chosen  preses»  and  had  a 
long  hsBn^pic  to  them;  and»  ia  hit  cold 
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1665  ^"^^'  u]^K^»  t^  ^c  people  mifiht 
coDtribute  willingly  and  cheerfully 
for  the  king's  service.  The  king's  commis- 
•ioner  was  present,  and  could  have  delivered 
a  speech  of  this  nature,  with  a  far  better 
grace ;  but,  it  seems,  this  was  also  for  the 
honour  of  the  church,  that  a  bishop  should 
be  at  the  head  of  this  convention.  By  other 
accounts  I  find  a  taxation  was  laid  upon 
the  kingdom,  of  about  a  million  of  merks 
Scots,  as  it  was  calculated. 

I  find,  that  this  sununer  an  order  was 
issued  by  the  council,  but  I  have  observed 
nothing  of  it  in  their  books  this  year, 
appointing  all  scholars  who  have  university 
degrees  conferred  upon  them,  to  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance  and  supremacy,  otherwise 
that  they  be  not  admitted  to  receive  their 
degrees.    We  shall  afterwards  meet  with 
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which,  in  the  progress  of  this  8|Mritual  tynmf 
over  consciences,  came  to  be  imposed. 

Conformity  was  pressed  with  the  graM 
warmth  by  the  bishops  this  summer,  throi^ 
the  west  and  south;  it  was  in  Gallovifk 
where  some  of  the  outed  ministers  preadici 
most  openly.  This  galled  the  bishopi^  mi 
that  country  was  sordy  harassed  bj  Sr 
James  Turner  and  the  soldiers  at  thdr 
instigation.  1  find  likewise,  aeveral  pcnHi 
in  the  parish  of  Stewarton  are  brought  H 
trouble  about  this  time,  for  bearing  a  pr» 
bjrterian  minister;  some  were  fined,  aai 
others  imprisoned ;  but  I  have  not  a  po^ 
ticular  account  of  their  trouble.  Oral 
numbers  of  persons,  almost  every  where  upot 
the  south  of  Tay,  were  cited  before  thi 
high  commission  court;  but  very  few  nov 
compeared,  choosing  rather  to  live  under  a 


acts  of  this  kind.  The  design  of  the  pre- '  uncertain  outlawry,  than  to  be  certainly 
lates  in  this  is  plain  enough,  and  in  the  ruined ;  and  this  mighty  inquiidtion-court; 
after  addition  that  was  made  of  the  dedani- ,  from  which  the  prelates  expected  so  mack, 
tion,  imposing  it  upon  all  who  should  receive   gradually  weakened,  and  scarce  lived  out 


their  degrees,  to  corrupt  the  youth  of  the 

kbgdom,  and  secure  episcopacy  to  after 

generations.    In  this  point,  as  well  as  many 

others,  now  Scotland  nnust  be  of  a  fnece 

with  England,  where  the  youth  are  most 

unreasonably  clogged  with  party  oaths,before    was  a  worthy,  pious,  and  prudent  persoo, 

they  can  well  understand  the  importance    and  all  the  crime  he  was  charged  with,  was, 

and  weight  of  an  oath.     Thijt  is  a  base  bar    that  he  preached  one  Sabbath  night  in  bit 

upon  learning,  and  what  no  universities  in    own  house,  to  some  people  who  came  to 


this  year.    Yet  some  were  necessitated  to 
compear  before  them. 

This  summer,  Mr.  Hagh  Peebles,  nuiiitftf 
at  Lochwinnoch,  in  the  shire  of  Renfiev^ 
was  sistcd  before  the  high  commission.    He 


Europe,  as  far  as  I  can  hear  of,  save  those 
under  the  influence  of  prelates,  do  burden 
students  with.    The  honorary  degrees  ought 


progress  students  make  in  learning,  and  not 
as  they  are  addicted  to  such  a  party  and 
opinion.  However,  by  this  and  subsequent 
acts,  a  great  many  of  the  most  deserving 
youths  of  the  nation  were  excluded  from 
their  degrees ;  and  some  were  involved  in 
perplexities  of  mind,  when  afterward  they 
came  to  reflect  upon  what  they  had  done 
hasti)y,and  without  consideration.  It  appears 
to  me  every  way  unaccountable,  to  put  boys 
of  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  of  age,  to  attest 
the  great  God  in  matters  of  this  kind,  which 
they  could  not  fully  understand.  And  it 
gradually  disposed  the  rising  generation  to 
swallow  down  the  multitude  of  declarations, 
and  dubious  and  self^ontradictory  oaths, 


hear  him.  When  he  came  before  them, 
he  used  as  much  freedom,  as  might  havt 
probably  sent  him  to  banishment  at  least,  had 


certainly  to  be  bestowed  according  to  the   they  not  been  a  little  upon  the  decline 


Very  frankly  he  told  them,  he  did  not  know 
what  to  make  of  their  court,  he  could  reckon 
it  scarce  either  civil  or  ecclesiastic;  yet 
since  his  majesty's  commissioner  had  com* 
manded  him,  and  self-defence  was  jurit 
ueUuraiU,  he  had  appeared  innocently  to 
defend  himself,  and  to  give  accounts  of 
plain  matter  of  fact.  He  told  them,  that 
ever  since  he  was  a  minister,  he  had  exercised 
in  his  family  upon  the  Sabbath  evenings, 
and  the  people  who  lived  near  him,  generally 
came  to  hear  him.  He  alleged,  that  the 
law  did  not  militate  at  all  against  this,  if  the 
reason  of  the  law  be  considerecL  The  reasoa 
of  their  law  bdioved  to  be,  either  to  prevent 
people's  leaving  the  public  wonhip,  which 
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Bold  have  no  place  in  thb  cose;  or,  to 
revent  people's  being  alienated  from  the 
ioiater  of  the  congregation,  which  could 
ive  no  room  either,  since  there  was  no 
ioLster  settled  where  he  lived :  and  since 
■  preaching  to  his  neighbours,  whom  he 
ruld  not  exclude  from  his  house,  did  not 
wart  with  the  ratio  iegU,  it  could  not  be 
id  to  thwart  with  the  law  itself.  After 
I  he  could  say,  though  never  so  reasonable, 
e  archbishop  of  Glasgow  wu  resolved  to 
t  rid  of  him ;  and  so  he  was  ordered  to 
are  the  west  countiy,  and  to  confine  himself 
•  the  town  of  ForfSur,  which  is,  I  suppose^ 
sar  a  hundred  miles  distant  from  the  place 
here  he  lived  and  had  an  estate. 
When  the  high  commission  court  came  to 
U  short  of  answering  the  designs  of  the 
relates,  they  fidl  upon  other  measures,  and 
[re  in  groundless  suggestions,  innuendoes, 
ad  insinuations,  against  a  great  many  excels 
tot  gentlemen,  mostly  in  the  west  country, 
>  such  who  found  means  to  procure  an 
rder  from  the  king  to  imprison  them.  And 
awards  the  beginning  of  September,  an 
rder  comes  down  to  the  commissioner,  to 
eize,  imprison,  and  confine  several  of  the 
lost  oonsidersble  and  best  gentlemen  in 
be  kingdom.  Such  were  pitched  upon  who 
7tre  suspected  to  have  greatest  aversion 
0  the  prelatic  way,  and  indeed  no  other 
bing  could  they  be  charged  with,  and  were 
s  peaceable  and  loyal  subjects  as  the  king 
lad.  There  were  few  in  the  kingdom 
quailed  many  of  them,  in  piety,  peace- 
bleness,  and  good  sense;  and,  generally 
peaking,  they  were  persons  of  andent  and 
tpulent  estates,  and  very  great  influence 
nd  interest  where  they  lived.  It  seems 
he  prelates  and  their  supporters  reckoned 
t  their  interest  to  have  than  out  of  the  way. 
if  any  of  themselves  could  never  learn  the 
round  of  their  imprisonment,  and  so  it  is 
lo  wonder  I  cannot  account  for  it  any 
iirther  than  I  have  just  now  said :  and  I 
hall  not  determine,  whether  the  prelates, 
ud  others  now  in  the  government,  inclined 
o  have  their  estates,  or  whether  they  were 
attacked  just  to  terrify  the  country.  I  find 
lothing  about  their  imprisonment  in  the 
iooncil  books;  and  several  things  were  now 
looe  by  direct  orders  firom  court,  without 
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communicating  them  to  the  privy  nm- 
council.  It  is  pity  we  have  no  more 
distinct  and  particular  accounts  from  those 
who  can  give  them,  of  the  unjust  and  illegal 
treatment  those  excellent  persons  met  whh. 
They  were,  without  the  least  previous  notice, 
seized  by  a  written  order  from  the  commis- 
sioner, and  had  not  the  least  reason  given 
them.  Their  names,  as  far  as  I  can  now 
recover  them,  were,  major-general  Robert 
Montgomery,  brother  to  the  eari  of  Bglinton, 
Sir  William  Cunningham  of  Cunningham- 
head,  Sir  George  Maxwell  of  Nether-PollodL, 
Sb  Hugh  CampbeU  of  Cesnock,  Sir  AYHliam 
Muir  of  Rowallan,  major-general  Holbom 
of  Menstri,  Sir  George  Monro,  colonel 
Robert  Halket,  brother  to  Sir  James  HalkeC 
of  Pitfiran,  Sir  James  Stuart  late  provost 
of  Edinburgh,  Sir  John  Chiesly  of  Carswell, 
James  Dunlop  of  that  ilk,  William  Ralston 
of  that  ilk.  I  find  some  others  named  in 
some  papers,  as  imprisoned  at  this  time^ 
such  as  Sir  Patrick  Hume  of  Pdlwart,  and 
others;  but  not  being  certainly  informed 
about  them,  I  have  omitted  than.  Those 
excellent  persons  when  brought  into  Edin- 
buT]^,  without  any  libel,  accusation,  or  causa 
given  them,  were  most  artntrarily  imprisoned 
in  the  castles  of  Edinburgh,  Stirlii^  Dum* 
barton,  and  other  places,  where  a  good  many 
of  them  lay  tor  many  years.  We  shall  in 
the  progress  of  the  history  have  some  further 
accounts  of  their  hardshipa  and  frequent 
removes. 

The  matter  of  the  act  of  fines  hath  been 
pretty  laigely  accounted  for  in  the  former 
part  of  this  bodL  It  was  all  mystery  at 
first,  and  took  several  turns,  as  we  have 
seen ;  and  now  it  takes  another  shape  when, 
October  3d,  it  comes  before  the  council.  I 
am  not  so  well  acquaint  with  the  secret 
springs  of  this  aftir,  as  fully  to  account  for 
it:  but  I  shall  set  down  the  proclamation 
published  by  the  council  this  day;  and  the 
rather,  becuise  it  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  printed. 

**  Charles  by  the  grace  of  God,  Ac.  to  our 
lovits,  &c  greeting :  forasmuch  as  by  an  act 
of  the  second  session  of  our  late  parliament, 
of  the  date  of  the  9th  day  of  September 
1662,  entituled,  act  anent  persons  excepted 
fiMtb  of  the  act  of  indemnity;  aeveiel  o£ 
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1065.  (nir  lieges  were  fined  in  the  particular 
fums  of  mone^  therein  expressed, 
and  as  to  those  sums  were  excepted  out  of 
the  said  general  act:  and  albeit,  we  did 
not  only  suspend  the  payment  of  the  fore- 
said sums  for  some  time,  but  did  prorogate 
the  terms  of  payment  thereof,  until  the 
11th  of  December,  1664,  for  the  first 
moiety,  and  the  11th  of  March  last,  for 
the  second  moiety :  with  certification,  that 
such,  as  being  chai^ged  at  the  instance  of 
our  treasurer,  treasurer-depute,  or  advocate, 
should  not  pay  in  their  respective  sums, 
should  incur  the  pains  contained  in  the 
said  act  of  our  parliament,  as  our  pro- 
clamation of  the  13th  of  July  1664^  hours : 
and  notwithstanding  that  both  the  said 
terms  of  payment  are  long  since  elapsed, 
and  that  many  of  those  who  have  been 
duu^ged,  have  fidled  in  payment  of  their 
first  moiety ;  nevertheless,  such  is  our  royal 
goodness  and  clemency,  that  we  resolve 
only  to  put  in  execution  the  said  act  of 
parliament,  in  manner,  and  upon  condition 
following.  Our  will  is,  and  we  charge  you 
straitly,  and  command,  that  incontinent  these 
our  letters  seen,  ye  pass  to  the  market  cross 
of  Edinburgh,  and  other  market-crosses  of 
the  head  burghs  of  the  shires  of  this  kingdom, 
and  there  in  our  name  and  authority  com- 
mand and  charge  all  persons  who  are  charged 
by  the  said  act  of  parliament,  excepting  such 
to  whom  we  have  been  graciously  pleased 
to  grant  a  suspension,  as  also  such  as  have 
not  been  charged  heretofore,  for  paying  any 
of  their  said  moieties,  to  pay  in  their  respec- 
tive proportions  of  the  first  moiety,  in  case 
it  be  not  already  paid,  to  Sir  William  Bruce, 
collector,  betwixt  and  the  first  day  of 
December  next  to  come,  which  is  the  diet 
appointed  for  those  that  live  besouth  the 
North  Water  of  Esk,  and  the  first  day  of 
January,  which  is  the  diet  appointed  for 
those  who  live  benorth  the  said  water :  with 
certification,  if  they  fail,  they  shall  for  ever 
forfeit  the  benefit  of  our  said  act  of  indemnity 
and  oblivion,  and  incur  all  other  pains 
therein  contained,  to  be  executed  with  all 
rigour :  as  also,  that  ye  make  public  intima- 
tion at  the  market-crosses  foresaid  to  all 
concerned,  that  it  is  our  gracious  will  and 
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moiety  of  the  said  fines,  to  all  personi 
nominate  in  the  said  act,  of  whatsomcver 
quality  or  degree  they  be  of,  the  first  beii^ 
paid  by  such  as  are  ordamed  to  pay  the 
same,  who  shall  come  in  and  take  the  oadi 
of  allegiance  in  the  ordinary  fimn,  and  shall 
subscribe  the  declaration  as  it  b  set  down  m 
the  5th  act,  session  2d,  and  act  8d,  of  the  3d 
session  of  our  late  parliament,  in  pccacpce  of 
our  commissioner,  or  such  of  the  lords  of 
council  as  he  shall  call,  or  in  the  presence  of 
the  lords  of  our  coondl  met  together;  and 
that  betwixt  and  the  respectfre  days  foresaid, 
according  to  their  residence:  as  also,  that 
ye  in  our  name  and  authority  make  lawfol 
proclamation,  as  said  is,  to  all  persons  to 
whom  we  granted  a  suspension  of  dietr 
fines,  or  who  have  not  hitherto  been  diaiged 
for  payment  of  any  part  thereof  to  come  in 
and  take  the  said  oath  of  allegiance^  and 
subscribe  the  declaration  the  foresaid  days 
respective^  according  to  their  residence: 
with  certification,  if  they  fiul,  they  shall  be 
liable  for  both  the  moieties  of  the  said 
respective  fines ;  and  that,  immediately  after 
the  running  out  of  the  said  respective  days, 
they  shall  be  charged  for  payment  thereof  to 
our  said  collectors,  under  the  pains  contained 
in  the  foresaid  act  of  parliament  anent  fines. 
Given  under  our  signet  at  Edinburgh,  the 
third  day  of  October,  1665,  and  of  our 
reign  the  seventeenth  year." 

Remarks  upon  this  proclamation  I  shsll 
not  stay  upon.  Who  these  were  who  had 
their  fines  suspended,  I  know  not  Some 
few  up  and  down  had  paid  the  first  moiety; 
but,  it  seems,  there  were  but  few.  The  king 
and  some  of  the  managers  were  willing 
enough  to  have  wated  this  matter  of  the 
fines,  but  the  prelates  and  others  of  them 
had  no  mind  to  part  with  so  fiit  a  morsel; 
and  so  the  blind  is  fallen  upon,  which  might 
expose  the  refusers  in  the  king^s  eyes,  and 
the  view  of  those  who  knew  not  how  matters 
stood,  and  e£fectually  secure  them  in  the 
fines  of  such  who  were  really  presbyterians. 
I  need  scarce  observe,  that  this  is  a  new 
proof  that  the  fines  were  des^ned  principally 
against  presbyterians ;  and  it  was  no  ease  to 
them  at  all  to  have  the  second  moiety  for« 
given  them,  upon  their  paying  the  first  ha)( 


/jJeasure  to  remit  and  foi^give  the  second  |  and  faking  the  oath  and  declaration,  snce 
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both  were  flatly  against  their  principles :  and 
therefore  it  was  but  very  few  named  in  the 
act  of  fines,  who  embraced  the  terms  oflered; 
and  that  the  primate  and  others  expected. 
Thisy  as  the  reader  will  have  more  than  once 
occasion  to  observe,  was  one  of  the  unhappy 
methods  of  this  reign,  first,  to  lay  on  illqpd 
and  oppressive  impositions,  and  then  to 
require  absolute  conformity  to  the  church 
establishment,  as  an  alleged  reasonable  thing 
to  get  rid  of  those  impositions.  This  pres- 
byterians  found  in  many  of  the  turns  in 
those  two  reigns. 

The  council,  November  8dd,  make  some 
further  regulations  as  to  the  fines.  ^  And 
conudering,  that  several  persons,  through 
age  and  infirmity  of  body,  and  other  necessary 
impediments,  may  not  be  able  to  come  in 
to  Edinbni^h,  to  take  the  oath  and  declara- 
tion, in  the  terms  of  the  proclamation,  give 
wrarrant  to  the  cl^k  to  issue  out  commis- 
sions under  his  hand,  to  such  persons  as 
shall  make  address  for  that  e£fect,  to  the 
aherifiEt  of  the  respective  shires  where  they 
live,  or  privy  counsellors  to  administrate  the 
same  to  them,  providing  his  majesty's  com- 
missioner be  first  acquainted  with  their 
names,  and  satisfied  with  the  reason  where- 
fore they  are  craved."  And  further,  con- 
sidering several  of  the  said  fined  persons  are 
dead,  they  order  the  heirs  and  executors  of 
the  said  defunct  persons,  claiming  the  benefit 
of  the  said  proclamation,  to  take  the  oath 
of  allegiance,  and  subscribe  the  declaration, 
if  of  lawfiil  age,  and  willing  to  do  the  same." 
*  And  several  of  the  fined  persons  being 
under  captions  for  civil  debts,  and  so  cannot 
repair  to  Edinburgh,  as  the  proclamation 
requires ;  the  council  grant  warrant  to  the 
derk  to  subscribe  personal  protections  to 
such  as  shall  make  addresses  for  that  effect, 
to  continue  till  January  next."  After  all 
those  baits,  to  pay  at  least  one  moiety  of 
the  fines,  it  was  not  very  many  who  paid  it, 
and  then  Sir  James  Turner  and  the  army 
were  sent  to  uplift  them  by  military  force, 
which  brought  much  trouble  to  many,  as 

we Jball  SWJ,  ^^Y^-   ....  •  Mr.  Guthrie't  Httle  book.  "  The  Trial  of  a 

The  pushing  of  the  declaration  bnngs  new   g^^j^  interett  In  Christ,"  a  book  with  which, 

difficulties  this  year  in  the  election  of  roagis-  ■  to  this  day,  we  believe  almost  every  ploiw  Scot- 

^ ^       .         _^  u..«.a,-  .  «« J  o^  T  «.  ,1  f«./^  '  tisliman  fa  familiar,  bean*  ample  testimony  to  the 

trates  m  some  burghs;  and  so  I  fii.d  two  ^^^t^  his  talents  and  to  the  pure  and  iiim 

acts  of  council,  October  4th,  and  December  >  spirit  wherawlth  be  was  animated.— .Erf. 
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7th,  about  the  magistracy  of  Ayr.  By  .^^ 
the  first,  the  present  magistrates,  and 
eight  or  nine  others  who  have  signed  the 
declaratipn,are  empowered  to  elect  the  migis- 
trates  and  council  for  the  ensuing  year,  pro- 
viding William  Cunningham  continue  pro- 
vost ;  and  the  earl  of  Eglinton,  with  advice 
of  the  archbishop  of  Glasgow,  is  to  see  this 
act  put  in  execution.  By  the  other,  the 
matter  is  left  to  the  old  magistrates,  and 
such  of  the  council  as  have  taken  the 
declaration. 

By  this  time  many  of  the  old  presb^terian 
ministers,  who  had  seen  the  gl<»ry  of  the 
former  temple,  were  got  to  their  rest.  The 
10th  day  of  October  this  year,  brought  the 
reverend  fiir.  William  Guthrie  to  his  father's 
house :  I  shall  only  add  the  remark  made 
upon  his  lamented  death,  by  the  worthy 
minister  his  contemporary,  whom  I  cited 
before,  when  I  spoke  of  him.  "  This  year 
the  presbyterians  in  Scotland  lost  one  of 
their  pillars,  Mr.  William  Guthrie,  minister 
of  the  gospel  at  Fenwick,  one  of  the  most 
eloquent,  successful,  popular  preachers,  that 
ever  was  in  Scotland.*  He  died  a  sufferer, 
for  he  was  deposed  by  the  bishop,  but  in 
hope,  that  one  day  the  Lord  would  deliver 
Scotland  from  her  thraldom."  Many  others 
of  the  old  ministers  of  this  church  died 
about  this  time  in  peace,  being  taken  away 
from  the  evil  to  come,  and  fiist  coming  on 
in  great  measures,  and  dqiarted  under  the 
solid  and  firm  hope  of  a  glorious  deliverance 
coming  to  this  poor  church. 

Others  of  them  were  harassed  by  the 
prelates.  This  year,  in  October,  Mr.  Mat^ 
thew  Ramsay  minister  at  Kilpatrick  Wester, 
in  the  presbytery  of  Dunbarton,  a  person  of 
the  most  shining  piety,  stayed  gravity,  of 
the  greatest  eminency  of  g^,  extraordinary 
sweetness  of  temper,  and  of  a  most  peaceable 
behaviour,  was  by  the  bishop  in  synod 
deposed  at  Glasgow,  without  any  other 
cause  so  much  as  alleged,  but  bis  not  atten  d- 
ing  their  prelatical  synods  and  presbyteries. 
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Mitclicly  minister  of  Limb,  in  the 
mne  pratbyterf .  a  pcraon  of  most  eminent 
ministerial  ciuaiificaoons,  was  for  the  same 
erime  suspended,  in  order  to  be  cieposed 
next  year. 

October  14di,  I  find  George  Porterfield 
and  John  Graham,  late  provosts  of  Glasgow, 
were  cited,  as  usual  in  such  cases,  to  appear 
and  answer  before  the  coundU  to  what 
should  be  charged  sgainst  them,  upon  pain 
of  death.  They  were  two  excellent  persons, 
who  had  been  singularly  actire  in  the  late 
work  of  reformation ;  and  after  they  had 
becit  brought  to  some  trouble  by  the  com- 
mittee of  estates,  in  the  year  1660,  retired 
to  Holland,  where  they  were  living  peaceably, 
under  a  voluntary  exile:  and,  December  19th, 
they  were  both,  upon  thdr  noncompearance^ 
declared  rebds  and  fugitives.  It  was  pre- 
tended, without  the  least  proo(  that  they 
were  guilty  of  treasonable  practices  in 
Holland,  merely  because  they  continued 
there  during  the  war;  when  indeed,  whether 
there  had  been  peace  or  war,  they  would 
not  willingly  have  come  home,  to  involve 
themselves  in  unnecessary  trouble,  and  the 
persecution  now  so  much  raging  against  all 
presbyterians. 

In  the  beginning  of  November  this  year, 
the  earl  of  Rothes  commissioner,  made  a 
tour  to  the  west  country,  in  great  pomp  and 
8[dendour,  with  the  king's  guards  waiting  on 
him,  and  a  great  tram  of  attendants.  He 
was  at  Hamilton,  Glasgow,  Eglinton,  Paisley, 
Dunbarton,  and  Mugdock.  That  part  of 
the  country  behoved  to  be  overawed,  if 
possible,  from  their  aversion  to  the  courses 
now  carryii^  on.  Mliether  information  was 
taken  of  the  circumstances  and  estates  of 
the  excellent  gentlemen  in  that  neighbour- 
hood, now  in  prison,  in  order  to  some 
following  designs,  I  cannot  say;  but  as  some 
severe  acts  against  presbyterian  ministers 
accompanied  Middleton's  circuit,  so  we  shall 
just  now  meet  with  some  more  of  that  kind. 
The  commissioner  returned  to  Edinburgh 
towards  the  end  of  the  month, 

November  30th,  the  council  having  con- 
aidered  the  report  made  by  the  committee 
appointed  to  consider  what  course  should 
be  taken  with  quakers,  **  fiiid,  that  they  are 
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guilty,  and  may  be  readied  aa  oontrsveoen 
of  the  acts  of  parliament  against  sepantioa, 
the  1st  act  of  the  Sd  sessioD  of  the  iMi 
parliaoieBt,  ami  the  pfoclamatioii  y""ttfj 
by  his  nuyesty  and  parliament,  agsiost 
quakers,  January  2td,  1661,  and  that  thej 
be  punished  by  fining,  confining  imprisoiK 
ment,  and  such  other  corporal  and  arhitniy 
punishments  as  the  council  think  fit;  and 
that  these  now  in  prison,  Anthony  Hodgei, 
and  Andrew  Robertson,  be  brought  before 
the  council,  and  a  libel  be  given  them  by  hit 
majesty's  advocate  to  see  and  answer.*? 
The  laird  of  Swinton  is  dropped,  and  I  find 
very  Kttle  eflfectually  done  aa  to  others  of 
them :  so  that  in  this  rdgn  they  got  deep 
rooting,  especially  in  the  northern  shires. 

The  coundi  go  more  closely  to  woik 
against  presbyterian  ministers  and  people; 
and  next  council  day,  December  7th,  pass 
some  severe  acts  and  prodamationa  against 
them.  The  high  commission  was  now 
expiring,  and  the  privy  council  return  to 
their  former  work.  Their  first  act  at  this 
diet  extends  their  former  acts,  chiefly  point* 
ing  at  the  younger  presbyterian  mtnistenk 
unto  all  of  them,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  act 
itself,  at  the  foot  of  the  pi^e.*     The  act 

*  Act  of  oouncil  against  niinistCT%  £dinbiiffk» 
December  7tli,  1665. 

The  lords  of  his  mi^e8ty*t  privr  council  findiof 
it  now,  after  a  long  and  tender  Ibrbeanuicek 
noceeaary,  that  their  acta  of  the  third  of  Deeeok- 
ber,  one  thousand  aix  hundred  and  aixty-twv^ 
and  thirteenth  of  Aoffnat,  one  tbmiaa&d  aix 
hondred  and  aixty-three  years,  Mainst  such 
ministers  as  entered  in,  or  since  the  3reBr  one 
thousand  six  hundred  and  ibrty-nine^  and  had 
not  ainee  obtained  presentations  ftvoa  tiicir 
lawful  patrons,  and  coUationa  and  admiasions 
from  their  ordinaries,  be^  upon  some  weighty 
grounds  and  oonsiderations  therein  mentlonea, 
extended  against  all  such  other  ministers,  who 
l>eing  entered  l>efore  the  3reBr  forty-4ilne^  have^ 
since  tlie  restitution  of  the  govcmaM&t  of  the 
church  by  ardibishops  and  Usheps,  relin^oishfd 
their  ministry,  or  bera  dmoed  therefipom  b; 
their  ordinary;  do  tliererore  eommand  and 
charge  all  such  ministers,  within  forTf  dap 
after  publication  hereof  and  all  such  mmistm 
as  shall  hereafter  relinquish  their  minlstrr,  «r 
be  deposed  therefrom  liy  their  ordinary,  (withia 
fortv  days  after  their  relinquishing  and  depesi- 
tlonl  to  remove  themselves,  their  Ikmilles  and 
goods  l>e1on^ng  to  them,  out  of  theoe  reapectivt 
parishes  wl^re  they  were  incumbents,  and  not 
to  reside  within  twenty  miles  of  the  aame,  or 
within  six  miles  of  Bdinburrii  or  any  cathedral 
church,  or  three  miles  of  any  ourgh  royal  within 
this  kingdom,  or  to  reside  two  of  them  within 
one  parish :   whb  certification,  if  they  fail  to 
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begins  with  a  declaration,  "  That  the  council 
after  a  long  and  tender  forbearance/'  (after 
what  we  have  now  seen  in  the  preceding 
part  of  this  book,  some  readers  will  be  ready 
to  say,  "  The  tender  mercies  of  the  wicked 
are  crud**)  ^  Find  it  necessary  their  former 
acts,  December  83d,  1662,  and  August  ISth, 
1063,  be  extended  to  the  ministers  who 
entered  in  before  the  year  1649,  and  have 
relinquished  their  ministry,  and  been  deposed 
by  their  ordinary."  There  was  no  new 
fault  p^iended,  and  nothing  charged,  but  a 
firm  adherence  to  their  principles ;  and  yet 
these  "ivorthy  old  men  are  sent  a  wandering 
fiom  their  flocks  anJ  friends.  The  hardships 
put  on  them  by  this  proclamation,  have 
been  above  considered,  as  they  relate  to  the 
younger  ministers .  nd  they  are  very  much 
accented,  and  the  barbarity  of  the  prelates 
pushing  this,  aggravated,  in  extending  them 
to  a  very  few  old  dying  men,  living  most 
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remove  themaelvet  as  said  is»  and  to  give  exact 
obedience  hereunto,  (unless  they  have  the  per- 
mission of  the  lords  of  the  privy  council,  lords 
of  his  majesty's  commission  for  church  affairs, 
or  of  the  bishop  of  the  diocese)  they  are  to  incur 
the  penalties  of  the  laws  made  against  movers  of 
sedition,  and  to  be  proceeded  against  with  that 
strictness  which  Is  due  to  so  great  contempt  of 
his  mi^esty*s  authority  over  church  and  state. 
And  do  herebv  inhibit  and  discharge  all  heritors 
and  householders  in  burgh  or  land,  to  give  any 
presence  or  countenance  to  any  one  or  more  of 
these  ministers,  removed  by  this  present  act,  to 
preach  or  exercise  any  act  of  the  office  of  a 
minister:  with  certification,  if  they,  after  publi- 
cation honeof,  shall  presume  so  to  do,  they  are 
to  be  proceeded  against  according  to  law:  and 
commanding  and  requiring  all  sherlfls,  Stewarts, 
magistrates  of  burghs^  and  Justices  of  peace,  to 
malM  diligent  search  and  inquiry  within  their 
respective  jurisdictions,  if  any  such  ministen, 
as  fall  within  the  compass  of  this  or  the  other 
two  acts  of  council  aforeswd,  do  reside  within 
the  bounds  therein  prohibited,  and  to  seize  upon 
and  imprison  their  persons,  ay  and  while  they 
find  sufficient  caution  to  compear  before  the 
lords  of  his  majesty's  oouncU  or  commission, 
betwixt  and  such  a  short  day,  as  the  said  sheriffs, 
Stewarts,  magistrates  of  burchs,  and  justices  of 
peace,  shall,  upon  consideration  of  the  distance 
of  the  place,  judge  convenient :  and  in  case  of 
not  meeting  of  the  council  or  commission  at  the 
day  foresaid,  to  compear  the  next  meeting  day 
thereafter;  certifying  all  sheriffs,  magistrates 
of  burghs,  and  justices  of  peace,  that  his  mi^est^ 
will  account  their  neglect  and  remissness  in  this 
affair,  an  high  contempt  of  his  authoritv  and 
commands,  and  punish  the  same  aooordlngly. 
And  ordaiLi  these  presents  to  be  printed  and 
published,  that  none  pretend  igmvance. 

Pet.  WEDDxaBUXN,  CI.  Seer.  Condlii, 


quietly  and  peaceably,  of  whom,  in  ^^^j. 
the  ordinary  course  of  nature,  they 
would  Tery  quickly  have  been  rid  without 
this  cruelty.  A  door  is  left  open  to  the 
council,  the  high  commission  court,  or  any 
one  bishop,  to  tolerate  them;  which  was 
not  sought,  at  least  from  the  two  last,  as 
far  as  I  hear  of.  All  h^tors  and  household* 
ers  are  forbid  to  give  them  any  countenance 
in  their  preaching,  or  exercising  any  part  of 
the  ministerial  office;  and  all  magistrates, 
and  other  executors  of  the  law,  are  em« 
powered  to  imprison  them,  if  they  keep  not 
within  the  bounds  appointed  by  this  pro- 
clamation. Some  interpreted  the  clause 
with  relation  to  heritors  and  householders, 
as  discharging  all  to  set  a  house  to  any 
presbyterian  minister;  but  I  cannot  see 
so  much  in  the  letter  of  the  act,  without 
stretching  it  However,  it  was  improven 
by  their  adversaries,  so  as  they  had  no 
small  difficulties  in  many  places  where  to 
fix,  and  it  was  really  impossible  for  all  of 
the  presbyterian  ministers  in  Scotland,  to 
continue  in  it,  if  they  kept  precisely  to  the 
terms  in  those  acts,  as  hath  been  noticed. 
All  this  severity  against  those  worthy  old 
men,  was  according  to  archbishop  Burnet's 
maxim,  which  he  openly  enough  'propaled 
as  his  real  sentiments,  *^  That  the  only  way 
to  deal  with  a  fanatic,  was  to  starve  him.'* 
I  am  told,  that  the  earl  of  Kellie,  no  great 
friend  to  presbyterians,  upon  the  publishing 
of  the  acts  and  proclamations  agreed  to  this 
day,  said,  "  It  was  his  opinion, 'presbyterian 
mimsters  ought  to  be  obliged  to  wear  a 
badge  of  distinction  from  other  men,  that 
every  body  might  know  them,  otherwise  he 
might  ignorantly  set  them  some  of  his  houses 
and  lands,  and  so  fall  under  the  lash  of  the 
law."  This  is  another  persecuting  procla- 
mation against  presbjrterian  ministers,  for 
the  old  fault  of  bare  peacesble  nonconfor- 
mity ;  I  have  forgot  their  number,  but  they 
are  near  a  dosen  now,  and  every  new  one 
hath  some  severe  clause  added.  Thus  the 
wicked  wax  worse  and  worse. 

In  the  next  place  they  order  a  pro- 
clamation to  be  published  and  printed 
against  conventicles,  and  meetings  for 
religious  exercises;  which    I  have  insert 
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,^^-  below.«  It  speaks  for  itsdf,  and 
18  SO  plain  as  it  scarce  needs  a 
commentary.  The  former  acts  since  the 
year  1660»  ugainst  subjects*  convening 
without  the  king's  authority,  are  narrated ; 
and  this  is  termed  a  very  dangerous  and 
unlawful  practice.  Thus  the  heathen 
writers  and  their  emperors  used  to  talk, 
during  the  first  three  centuries  after  Christ ; 
and  yet  the  primitive  Christians  met  at 
their    hazard,    notwithstanding    of    such 


*  Proclamation  against  conTentides,  £din- 
banrh,  Deeember  7th,  1665. 

ChaiieB,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the 
fkith  to  our  lovits,  heraliLi,  purBuivaiits,  macers, 
and  menengers  at  arinii,  our  aheriflW  in  that 
part  conjunctly  and  severally,  specially  con- 
stitute, greeting:  forasmuch  as  the  auKembliii;; 
and  eouTening  our  subjects,  without  our  war- 
rant and  authority,  is  a  most  dangerous  and 
unlawful  practice,  prohibited  and  di»chargt'd 
by  seversl  laws  and  acts  of  parliament,  under 
the  pains  against  such  as  unlawfully  conrocate 
our  Ii^;es ;  and  notwithstanding  thereof,  and 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  uU  our  good  and  faithful 
subjects  to  acknowledge  and  comply  with  our 
government  ecclesiastic  and  civil,  as  it  is  now 
calablished  by  law  within  this  kingdom,  and 
in  order  thereto,  to  give  their  cheerful  con- 
currence, countenance,  and  assistance  to  such 
ministers,  as  by  public  authority  are,  or  shall 
be  admitted  in  their  sa^-eral  pariahrs,  and  to 
attend  the  ordinary  meetings  for  divine  wor- 
ship of  the  same.  And  bv  the  fii-st  art  io  the 
third  session  of  our  late  pirliament,  it  is  declared, 
that  the  withdrawing  t'mm,  and  not  joining  in 
the  said  public  and  ordinary  meeting:*  for  divine 
worship.  Is  to  be  accounted  seditious:  and 
siklilce,  by  an  express  clause  of  the  first  act  of 
the  third  session  of  our  said  parliament,  all  such 
ministers  as  have  not  obtained  presentations  and 
collations,  and  all  such  a.s  should  be  suspended 
or  deprived,  iind  yet  should  dare  to  presume  to 
exercise  their  ministry,  are  to  be  punished  as 
teditiouif  nersons.  Nevertheless,  divers  persons, 
disaffected  to  our  authority  and  government,  do 
not  only  withdraw  from  the  public  meetings  of 
divine  worship  in  their  own  parish  churches, 
but  under  the  pretence  of  religion  assemble 
themselves:  likeas,  some  of  the  foresaid  pre- 
tended ministers  presume  to  preach,  lecture,  pray, 
or  perform  other  acts  belonging  to  the  minis- 
terial function,  contrary  to  tne  foresaid  acts  of 
parliament,  and  to  many  other  acts  of  parliament, 
made  by  our  royal  ancestors,  and  revived  by 
ounelf,  a^lnst  such  seditious  practices.  And 
albeit  it  is  our  royal  resolution  to  give  all  dne 
enouuragement  to  piety  and  pious  persons,  in 
the  worship  and  service  of  God,  In  an  orderly 
^"^y*  y^  considering  that  conventicles  ana 
unwarrantable  meetings  and  conventions,  under 
pretence  and  colour  of  religion,  and  the  exercises 
thereof,  have  been  the  orainary  seminaries  of 
Mparation  and  rebellion,  and  are  in  themselves 
reproachful  to  our  authority  and  government 
•uslesiastic  and  civil,  and  tending  to  the  olienat- 
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edicts  as  this.  In  a  little  we  ahall  find 
it  the  ordinary  cant  of  this  period  wUck 
follows,  that  these  meetings  for  rd^gnu 
exercises  are  the  seminaries  c»f  aeparstion 
and  rebellion.  That  they  were  a  aepaiatiaQ 
from  prelates  and  their  curates,  every  body 
perceived;  but  still  the  question  remaiBik 
whether  these  had  not  sinfully  nepaatai 
from  the  reformation  of  the  church  of 
Scotland,  and  given  just  ground  to  mimsten 
and  people  to  withdraw  from  them  ?    And 


ing  of  our  suUects*  hearts  and  aflertiona  from 
the  same,  and  minbtering  opportunities  far 
infusing  those  pernicious  and  poiaonona  prin- 
ciples, the  conse4]uences  whereof  threaten  ne 
less  than  the  confusion  and  ruin  of  churvh  and 
kingdom.  Our  will  is  herefore,  and  we  chargt 
you  strictly  and  command,  that,  inoootinent 
these  our  letters  seen,  you  pass,  and  in  our  nans 
and  authority,  inhibit  and  dischari^  all  conwn- 
tides,  conventions,  and  other  me«tliig«,  of  wImI 
number  soever,  for,  and  under  the  pretence  of 
the  exercise  of  religion,  except  aoch  mcetingt 
for  divine  worship,  and  other  relating  hftvnais^ 
as  are  allowed  by  authority ;  certifying  all  snch 
persons  as  ehali  be  present  at  such  unlawful 
meetings,  they  shall  be  looked  upon  aa  seditioiis 
persons,  and  shall  be  punished  bv  fining,  oonfiii- 
ing,  arid  other  corporal  punishments,  as  ear 
privy  council,  or  sucn  as  have,  or  ahall  hare  oar 
rommisHion  for  that  effect,  ahall  think  fit;  aad 
also  certifying  all  such  ministers  aa  shall  dare  to 
perform  any  acta  of  the  ministerial  fbnetion, 
contrary  to  the  foresaid  acta,  and  all  such  u 
shall  reset  any  of  these  disorderly  personii,  known 
to  be  such,  or  who  shall  have  any  hand  in  oim- 
triving  of,  or  enticing  others  to  keep  the  said 
conventicles,  or  shall  suffer  the  same  to  be  kept 
within  their  houses,  where  they  are  dweDing 
for  the  time ;  that  they  shall,  after  due  convii> 
tiou,  be  liable  not  only  to  the  foresaid  paini 
but  also  to  the  highest  pains  which  are  due  to, 
and  may,  by  the  laws  of  thk  kingdom,  be 
inflicted  upon  seditious  persons.  And  for  the 
better  preventing  of  all  such  unlawful  meetlnps 
we  do  hereby  command  and  require  all  sherlm, 
Stewarts,  magistrates  of  burghs,  Imiliea  of  regal- 
ities, justices  of  peace,  constables,  and  other  our 
public  ministers,  to  make  exact  search  frtim 
time  to  time  in  all  places,  where  any  such  m<*el- 
Ings  have  been,  shall,  or  may  be  suspected,  and 
to  apinvbend  every  such  person,  v^ho  shall  keep 
or  frequent  theae  meetings,  and  to  commit  them 
to  the  next  prison,  therein  to  remain  till  further 
order  be  taken  with  them,  by  racli  as  have,  or 
shall  have  our  authority  for  that  effect :  anil 
ordains  you  to  make  publication  hereof  at  the 
market  crosses  of  our  royal  boroughn,  and  ai 
every  parish  church  within  the  kingdom,  on  the 
Lord's  day,  wherethrough  none  pretend  igno> 
ranee  thenof,  as  ye  will  answer  to  us  thereupon. 
The  which  to  do,  we  commit  to  you,  conjunctly 
and  severally,  our  full  power  by  these  our  letters, 
delivering  them  by  you  duly  execute  and  indorv^ 
again  to  the  bearer.  Given  at  £dinbuiTh,  the 
seventh  day  of  December,  and  of  our  rngn  tht 
seventh  year,  1665. 
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in  the  determination,  scripture,  reason,  and 
the  practice  of  this  church,  since  we  came 
out  from  Babylon,  must  come  in ;  and  not 
the  king  and  council's  laws  and  acts. 
"Whatever  extremities  might  be  afterward 
jrnn  tOt  at  some  conrentions  for  religious 
exerdses,  if  any  such  were,  the  unparalleled 
sererity  and  oppression  justly  lodged  at  the 
prelates'  door,  forced  people  into  them: 
yet  there  was  nothing  now  at  them,  that  in 

any  native  way  of  speaking,  can  be  termed 
rebellion ;  the  covenants  indeed  were  owned, 

and  their    obligation  asserted  sometimes, 

and  other  truths,  the  owning  of  which  was 

no^  made  treason  and  rebellion,  by  iniquity 

established  by  a  law. 

As  to  the  doctrine  taught  by  presbyterian 

ministers  at  those  meetings,  termed  in  the 

next  clause  of  the  proclamation,  ^  infusing 

poisonous  and  pernicious  principles  ;*'  I  wish 

the  world  had  a  specimen  of  the  ordinary 

doctrine  preached  by  the  curates,*  and  a 

parallel  betwixt  it  and  that  of  presbyterians 

at  conventicles,  and  they  would  soon  per- 
ceive on  which  side    the  poison  lies.    If 

smoothing  over    oppression  and  t}Tanny, 

weakening  the  very  common    principles  of 

morality  and  natural  religion,  gross  pelagian 

errors,  and  plain    popery,    be    poisonous, 

many  instances  can  be  given  in  the  ministers 

established  by  authority,  as  now  the  style 

goes.    Those  meetings  are  discharged  under 

the  "  pains  of  sedition,  fining,  confining, 

and    such  other  corporal  punuhments  as 

shall        ear  fit  to   the  council,    or    any 

having  the  king's  authority,  whether  he  be 

officer  of  the  army,  bishop,  or  even  a  pri- 
vate sentinel ;  every  body  present  at  them, 

are  thus  to  be  treated:  but  ministers,  or 

any  who  have  a  hand  in  contriving  and 

enticing  people  to  such  meetings,  or  suffer 

the  same  to  be  kept  in  their  houses,  are 

made  liable  to  the  highest  pains  due  unto, 

and  which  by  law  may  be  inflicted  upon 
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^  Of  these  curates  we  hare  the  following 
rhiiracter  A*ofn  the  pen  of  Bishop  Burnet: — 
<*  They  were  the  worst  preachers  I  ever  heard : 
they  wexe  igooraut  to  a  reproach,  and  many  of 
thein  were  openly  vicious.  They  were  a  dU- 
grace  to  their  orders,  and  to  the  sacred  functions  ; 
aiid  were  iadeed  the  dregs  and  refuse  of  the 
northern  parts." — History  of  His  Own  Times, 
Tol.  i.  r-  «29.— JBrf. 


seditious  persons.    And  all  mag^    \BS5 
trates  and  others,  are  required  pre- 
sently to  apprehend  the  contrsveners,  and 
imprison  them.    Here  is  a  broad  foundation 
for  the  army  to  act  upon,  and  they  did  it 
to  purpose  next  year. 

Upon  this  proclamation  we  have  another 
instance  of  the  ignorance  of  the  English 
writers  in  our  Scots  affidrs.  The  author 
of  the  Complete  History  of  England,  vol. 
iii.  says,  **  This  year,  1665,  the  parliament 
of  Scotland  issued  out  a  severe  proclama- 
tion agmnst  conventicle  preachers,  as  movers 
of  sedition."  Being  much  a  stranger  to  the 
methods  of  our  Scots  parliaments,  it  is  not 
to  be  wondered  that  he  knew  not,  that  save 
in  some  extraordhiary  and  temporaiy  cases, 
proclamations  were  never  issued  byparlii^ 
ment,  and  were  ordinarily  the  deed  of 
the  executors  of  the  law :  but  one  would 
have  expected,  that  from  our  printed  acts 
of  parliament,  he  might  have  noticed  there 
was  no  Scots  parliament  sat  from  the 
year  1663,  to  the  year  1669.  From  his 
mistaking  the  parliament  for  the  council, 
we  may  guess  how  far  he  is  out  in  the 
reason  he  gives  for  the  proclamatbn,  which 
very  justly  he  terms  severe,  ''being  pro- 
voked by  the  insolence  of  Mr.  Alexander 
Smith,  a  deposed  minister.'*  His  story  of 
Mr.  Smith's  carriage  before  the  high  con^- 
mission,  is  quite  misrepresented,  and  was 
no  ways  the  reason  of  this  prochunation. 
Mr.  Smith  was  before  the  high  commission 
many  months  before  this  proclamation: 
his  crime  there,  as  we  have  heard,  was  only 
his  refusing  the  primate  his  titles ;  and  the 
barbarous  treatment  of  this  good  man,  is 
one  of  the  black  stains  upon  thb  administra- 
tion. Mr.  Eachard  copies  here  again 
af^cr  the  former,  and  follows  him  in  all  hii 
mistakes. 

In  the  papers  of  a  reverend  minister,  who 
understood  well  how  matters  went,  I  find 
that  this  same  day  an  act  was  passed  in 
&vour  of  the  curates,  and  for  the  consti- 
tuting presbyteries ;  though  that  word  must 
not  now  be  used,  yet  the  curates  continued 
it  in  many  places  for  then*  own  credit 
among  the  people.  But  not  finding  this 
act  in  the  council  books,  though  I  know 
several  things  of  import^mce  are  now  done. 
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and  thtt  sometuiies  by  order  from 
the  commisfioner,  and  sometimes 
by  advice  of  the  council^  which  are  not 
booked,  neither  having  seen  the  act  at  huige,  I 
shall  not  insist  much  upon  it.  The  abstract 
of  this  act  or  order  before  me,  foils  much  in 
with  what  we  have  had  formerly,  and  perhaps 
this  day  the  council  recommended  their 
former  acts  and  proclamations  to  be  ob- 
served ;  and  it  b  declared,  "  that  his  ma- 
jesty, with  advice  of  his  council,  by  virtue 
of  his  supremacy,  allows  the  bishops  to 
depute  such  a  number  of  their  curates  as 
they  judge  qualified,  to  convene  for  exer- 
cise, and  to  assist  in  discipline,  as  the  bishop 
shall  direct  them.  But  the  whole  power  of 
ecclesiastical  censures  is  reserved  to  the 
bishop,  except  parochial  rebukes,  and  he 
only  must  suspend,  deprive,  or  excommuni- 
cate.*' In  short,  those  meetings  in  effect 
were  nothing  else  but  the  bishops'  spies, 
and  informers  up  and  down  the  country : 
and  this  seems  to  have  been  the  shape  and 
make  of  the  prelatical  presbyteries.  The 
bishop  under  his  hand  granted  a  deputa- 
tion to  so  many  of  his  curates  as  he  pleased, 
to  meet  in  such  a  precinct,  and  gave  them 
their  instructions  and  limitations,  beyond 
which  they  must  not  go.  The  number  of 
those  meetings  for  exercise,  was  but  small 
in  many  places.  Elders  and  inspectors  of 
the  manners  of  the  people,  must  not  be 
now  named  in  this  kind  of  presbyteries. 
At  this  time  the  chiych  of  Scotland  might 
groan  out  that,  **  How  is  the  gold  become 
dim,  and  the  most  fine  gold  changed  I" 
Alas!  what  a  poor  shadow  and  skeleton 
was  this  of  the  judicatory  Christ  hiinself 
instituted,  and  the  presbyteries  the  apostles 
themselves  joined  in !  This  plant  had  for  its 
root  the  king*s  supremacy,  its  stock  was  the 
bishop  acting  as  the  king's  servant  and 
depute,  the  curates  were  its  branches; 
and  its  fruit  certainly  could  not  be  holiness, 
reformation,  or  the  edification  of  the  body 
of  Christ ;  but  destruction,  wormwood,  and 
gall  to  the  bulk  of  the  religious  people  in 
Scotland.  And  I  find  very  little  they  did, 
but  consulted  how  to  inform  against,  and 
promote  the  work  of  persecution  upon 
Presbyterians. 
This  same  diet  the  council  grant  a  com- 
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mission  for  discipline,  and  empower  ndniatoi 
in  each  congregation  to  chooae  penou, 
whom  they  will  not  call  ddem,  that  aaj 
join  with  them  for  suppressing  of  uo.  Of 
this  and  the  conse«iuents  of  it,  for  fuitfacr 
trouble  to  presbyterians  who  could  vkiC  joio 
with  the  curates,  I  shall  give  some  further 
account  upon  the  next  year,  when  it  camt 
to  be  put  in  execution*  And  to  end  the 
account  of  thb  remarkable  aedemnt  of 
council,  the  same  day  they  pass  aa  act  con- 
cerning the  prisoners  among  their  handi. 
**  The  privy  council  conndering,  that  there 
are  several  prisoners  within  the  tolbooth  of 
Edinbuigfa,  who  of  their  own  accord  ars 
desirous  to  be  transported  to  Barbadoe^ 
ordain  the  magistrates  to  set  all  at  libeny, 
who  are  content  of  thdr  own  free  will  te 
go  to  Barbadoes,  and  ordain  them  to  be 
delivered  to  G^rge  Hutchesoo,  merchsnt 
in  Edinburgh,  in  order  to  transportatioo." 
Who  they  were  is  not  specified,  nor  the 
crimes  for  which  they  were  incarcerate;  but 
by  other  papers  I  find  they  were  the  remains 
of  such  who  had  been  imprisoned  by  tht 
high  commission  court,  and  sent  in  prisonen 
for  their  nonconformity  and  opposition  to 
the  curates:  and  several  of  them  chose 
rather  to  go  to  the  plantations,  than  to  abide 
for  ever  in  prison  at  home.  In  the  progress 
of  this  work  we  shall  afterwards  find,  that 
transportation  was  not  left  to  prisoners' 
choice. 

Little  further  remarkable  offers  this  year. 
March  1st,  the  bishop  of  Argyle  petitions 
the  council,  "  that  whereas  by  an  act  of  the 
last  session  of  parliament,  dated  September 
17th,  eight  expectants  who  have  passed 
their  course  of  philosophy,  and  eight 
scholars  to  be  trained  up  at  schools  and 
colleges,  are  to  be  entertained  out  of  the 
vacant  stipends  of  that  diocese,  each  of 
which  are  to  have  two  hundred  merks  yearly 
for  their  subsistence,  a  collector  be  named, 
and  letters  direct  at  his  instance."  The 
council  empower  the  bishop  to  name  a 
collector,  and  grant  the  desire  of  the  pe- 
tition. 

October  3d,  the  council  having  received 
his  majesty's  commands,  ordain  the  lord 
marquis  of  Huntley  to  be  educated  in  the 
family  of  the  lord  archbishop  of  St.  An- 
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drews,  to  whose  tender  care  they  recom- 
mend him,  and  that  no  person  popishly 
incUned  have  liberty  to  attend  him  or  serve 
lum:  and  ordain  the  earls  of  Linlithgow 
and  Tweeddale,  to  acquiunt  his  mother  and 
himself,  and  call  a  meeting  of  his  curators^ 
Co  provide  all  things  necessary  and  suitable 
to  one  of  Ids  rank ;  and  that  he  enter  the 
archbishop's  family  against  the  27th  of 
October  instant.  We  shall  afterwards  meet 
with  this  nobleman  created  the  duke  of 
Gordon,  and  living  in  the  profession  of 
popery.  What  care  the  primate  took  to 
prevent  this,  I  know  not.* 

November  30th,  a  proclamation  is  pub- 
lished, ordering  a  voluntary  collection  to  be 
gathered  through  all  the  churches  of  the 
kingdom,  for  the  relief  of  the  distressed 
churches  in  Poland  and  Bohemia,  to  be 
delivered  to  Paul  Hartman,  their  commis- 
sioner. It  comes  down  from  London,  and 
is  ordered  to  be  published.  I  find  it 
further  remarked,  diat  Yule  was  not  so 
solenmly  kept  this  year,  as  during  the  for- 
mer; and  at  Edinburgh  there  was  no 
proclamation  by  the  magistrates  discharging 
the  opening  of  shops,  and  going  about 
people's  ordinary  work ;  only  Mr.  William 


*  Of  thii  affair  we  have  the  following  account 
from  Burnet.  After  having  stated  that  there 
bad  been  a  convention  in  the  year  1665,  in  which 
Sharp  had  presided,  he  continues :  **  In  the 
winter,  1666,  or  rather  in  the  spring,  1667, 
there  was  another  convention  called,  in  which 
the  king,  by  a  special  letter,  appointed  duke 
Hamilton  to  preside.  And  the  king,  in  a  letter 
to  lord  Rothes,  ordered  him  to  write  to  Sharp 
to  stay  within  his  diocese,  and  to  come  no  more 
to  Edinburgh.  He  upon  this  was  struck  with 
•o  deep  a  melancholy,  that  he  showed  as  great 
an  abiectness  under  this  slight  disgrace,  as  he 
had  showed  insolence  before  when  he  had  more 
favour.  Sharp  finding  he  was  now  under  a 
cloud,  studied  to  make  himself  popular  by 
looking  after  the  education  of  the  marquis  of 
Huntly,  now  the  duke  of  Gordon.  He  had  an 
order  long  before  from  the  king  to  look  to  his 
education,  that  he  might  be  bnsd  a  protestant, 


Annnnd  preached  a  sermon  suited    ,^4. 
to  the  occasion. 


Thus  I  have  gone  through  the  lamentid>le 
circumstances  of  Presbyterians,  during  the 
first  six  years  of  their  fiimace,  in  as  far 
as  what  papers  I  could  have  access  to^ 
would  carry  me.  It  is  indeed  but  a  very 
lame  account  can  be  given  at  this  distance ; 
and  yet  fix>m  the  original  papers,  and  acts 
of  parliament  and  council,  with  the  vouched 
instances  of  their  rigorous  execution,  the 
reader  may  form  some  notion  of  the 
severities  of  this  period :  and  harder  things 
are  coming  upon  presbyterians  in  the  suc- 
ceeding years.  There  is  not  much  fiirther 
matter  offers,  as  the  subject  of  this  history, 
till  the  end  of  the  next  year,  when  the 
)rising  and  unsuccessfiil  attempt  made  by 
some  presbyterians  for  recovering  of  their 
liberty,  and  shaking  off*  the  heavy  yoke  of 
oppression  they  groaned  under,  brought 
upon  them  a  new  and  very  dreadful  scene 
of  sufferings.  Any  thing  noticeable  as  to 
their  state  and  sufferings,  during  the  former 
part  of  the  year  1666,  I  shall  leave  to  the 
second  book,  where  it  natively  falls  in, 
to  prepare  the  way  for  the  account  of  the 
rising,  which  was  dissipate  at  Pentland. 


for  the  strength  of  popery  within  that  kingdom 
lay  in  his  family,  But  though  this  was  oraered 
during  the  earl  of  Middleton's  ministry.  Sharp 
had  not  all  this  while  looked  for  it.  The  earl 
of  Rothes'  mistress  was  a  papist,  and  nearly 
related  to  the  marquis  of  Huntly.  So  Sharp, 
either  to  make  his  court  the  better,  or  at  the 
lord  Rothes*  desire,  had  neglected  it  these  four 
years:  but  now  he  caUed  for  him.  He  was 
then  above  fifteen,  well  hardened  in  his  pre- 
judices by  the  loss  of  so  much  time.  What 
pains  were  taken  on  him  I  know  not.  But  after 
a  trial  of  some  months*  Sharp  said  he  saw  he 
was  not  to  be  wrought  on,  and  sent  him  back 
to  his  mother.  So  the  interest  that  popery  had 
in  Scotland  was  believed  to  be  chiefly  owing  to 
Sharp's  compliance  with  the  earl  of  Rothes' 
amours." — Burnet's  History  of  His  Own 
Times,  voL  i.  pp.  S51,  362,—^. 
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